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U PON tlio outbreak of war the at- 
titude of educated public opiuiou 
tliroughout South America towards 
the belligerents was generally 
oho of detachment and neutrality, tempered 
by great and widespreiwl affection for France, 
as the spiritual liome of Latin civilization. 
The Governmoiits of the Republics, in declaring 
their neutrality in 1914, acted in accordance 
with public sentiment, which, as in the United 
States, had then no desire to take an active 
part in the struggle. The foreign policy of the 
leading Republics — Argentina, Chile, and Brazil 
— reflected the Monroe doctrine’s theoretical 
aloofness from Hflo dtstinies of monarchical 
and “ capitalist ” Europe ; it reflected also 
an unmistakable though subdued undercurrent 
of popular opinion, that none of the belligerents 
had shown in the past Huflicient appreciation 
of the moral and material progress of Southern 
(as disthiguishod from Central) America to 
justify any overt manifestation of sympathy or 
sup* ort. Material eonsideratioas, the finan- 
ciaj and commercial interests involved, all 
tended at the outset to imposts strict neutrality 
upon the Latin Republics of South America, 
and this policy was energetically reinforced 
in a vigorous Press propaganda by Germany’s 
political and commercial agents all over the 
Continent. 

During the first onrush of the Teutonic 
hordes in the invasion of France the attitude 
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of Germans from Patagonia to Periiambuc(i 
was so boastful and blustering as to lead many 
South American thinluR’s and writers to 
perceive something of llie daiigtTs to wbieli 
tlu^ democracies of tlu' new world must speinlily 
bo exposed in the event of viirtorioiis Germany 
becoming the paramount Power in Europe 
In Chile, and more especially in South Brazil, 
the typically iiisoleul bearing of the GiTmau 
eoloiiisls during the first few wiufks of the war 
was of the kind that is not easily forgiven or 
forgotten ; it led to the rapid growth of hu^lings 
hostile to Germany in many cpiarters where 
none luwl previously existeil, and prepared the 
public mind for the grailiial process of its 
identification with the (rause of the Allies. 
After the l)attlo of the Marne, and even more 
markedly aftiT tlie destruction of the German 
sipiadrou at the Falkland islauils, the sous of 
the Fatherland began to walk mon^ delieati'ly 
overseas; tlwar dreams of erealiug a New 
Germany to extend from Southern Brazil to 
tlw' Plati^ were relega(-ed to tlie liaek- 

grouiKl of prudent silence. But as (Jio German 
Goveriimenit’s c()ute!U[)l for all the id(*als and 
agreements of eivilizisl liunvaiiity became 
more and mon^ (emphasized in its methods 
of warfare, public (jpiiiiou tliroughout South 
Americea became mone and more unmistakably 
convinced that the (.’entral Powers were re- 
sponsible for the outbreak of the war, and that 
Gennan Kvltur, as displayiMl by her military 


I 



o UTH 


THE Tims HISTORY OF THE WAR 


iSSSS* JaitnlirccE ^ -- - 

y - f cfS, ftBarftuda fflr--' 'jb. — . JZ: — 

pH - - - ■„ ** A^--~ -^ODminicrtfl ^-"- ~ - 


*^^ 6 UA 


'YTf^a/^aybo CARACAS^ 
/ N 4 Ciudad Boiivar-^-^ 

y] V Venezuela; 

udelCm '^•^.-^ ' 0 


Trifuaad.( 5 cj=^ 


Guaya,uUc»^j)?>/ 


I eo r qctow n - _ ::rf — 

Q a r ibof-— 

kxIiDu. IWA-^— 








"ir 


Z I 


TruiiUtf^ -'^' \ , .. .N .'.,,L'-i- ■— ■/ /■ ■■ t^°?‘ 

CerrodePisco»,AV^'f'-W-!'^^, . ' 5 ^,. ,i , . ( , _ J I K 

\uMA^?l VT t\i t V -\ik 

J 1 - ■'■■tTrn 

- .. iviW"^di>k muii 


S.Luiz ■ ■" 

7U revna:\ t T iN^ 

r| i/f ^ 1 1 1 «^F\ 

^ .11 PcrnanibucoJ 

' >«?icoO\l I I? 


■ - 

Aitofadastaj® / ^Salta n[ Faring T i*5^RI0 DE JANEIRO 

■.J"' rtwp'- 

r • o; ' Corn elites i T 1 / 

Copidpo/ ^ 1 .fKio Grande V 


Bahia oftj 
i^.Salvadorjr 
;i I I f 


r copi^- ^ 

rv i V cordo^ sanic 

ValpardisoP- \ ^loGr.ndi^ 

O , Santiago ! T BUENOS ^;^^TF\/mFQ H 

Jusnrmmdn:^ Tm ( A AYRES WONTEVIOEO ^ 

^ Pi* j \ Vj ^ 

Concepcionf I Bahia Blanca YMardd Plata 

H < v^ 


(,j;.A.N' 


Valdiviaf 


ll, " y pPA A: .:L. 

iH' ^ (Ideclaredwar 

n / ^ ^ “^.--- = "F ON GERMA NY. 

y^( jr T _ Cuba April 1917 

SjV V - - ~ Panama-” ” 

X 1!^ Brazil Oct. »’ 

AXa V iBn} PJfzz 

vcVV»«-vo ■' Y"-— : pFiirDm nci A^iniic ufiru a 




Scale oF Miles. ; _ 

0 200 m 600 800 lOOO ~j:i 

t=r 1—::.^ — % — l~~t=j — i -— — 

Declared War Sewered Relations 

on Germany l4- 4- + j with Germany 

5/ioi(V/j f/ri/s.lixil shown thus^i: 

977) Neutral shown white 


- _-£r~ 

—-S^orn 


I SEVERED RELATIONS WITH GERMANY. 

Bolivia Apl.l 9 l 7 S.DomingoJune 1917 
I Guatemala'' •’ Haiti .., --.i' ” 

^ Honduras-May ” Peru Oct. " 

I Nicaragua " ” Uruguay- ” 

! Ecuadop_*Dec. 1917. 

NEUTRAL. 

Argentina Paraguay Salvador 
Colombia Chile Costa Rica 

Venezuela Du.Guiana Porto Rico 


SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA; WAR MAP AT END OF 1917 . 






THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


3 


and political leaders, involved the negation t>f 
tfie elementary principUis of humanity and 
decency. And side by side with this conviction 
the old love and n^verence for France, as the 
fountain-head of thci liatin ideal of dethocraey, 
acquired new inspiration and a new strength. 
The pnxtess was naturally more rapid and more 
enq)hatie in certain placets tluui in others. 
In some it was restrained from above by the 
successful act iviti(^s of (Icrmau propaganda in 
high places ; in others, the ])ro-German influences 
of many of the Roman Catliolic clergy tended 
to ch(«*k the growth of ac.tivo sympatliy for 
the cause of the Allies ; in otluTS again, a 
lavish expenditure of (lerman moiu^y, and th<^ 
ramifications of (\onmu‘rcial interests thcr(d)y 
ertiafed, serv(‘d to modify thf> expression of 
widespread ])opular indignation ngainst every- 
thing (lermau. Hut after th(5 sinking of the 
Lusitania and other similar manifestations of 
Ck‘rmauy’s Jiadlvods of warfare, while ])ru<lent 
stat(MTaft still eonlimu'd to n^cogni'/o the 
necessity for maintaining neutrality so long 
as the United Stales hud not b(‘en drawn into 
the struggle, there was no longc'r any qiu'stion 
as to the feelings of the pe,opl<5 in Buenos Aires, 
Montevideo, Rio de Jane*iro, or Santiago. Th(\v 
had come to n^alizo that the war was in truth 
a stupendous clashing of two forms of civiliza- 
tion fundamentally and oku'nally ant agonistic, 
a conflict between the (lerman (Uxdrine of 
might sup<n*ior to right and the l^atin ideal 
of the predominance of law ov(a’ force. 'Tluy 
had corno to regard (tormany’s methods of 
enforcing her doctrine as something unspeak- 
ably siniskn* and inhuman -a new point of 
view, which, even before it was emphasized 
and confirmeil by the triuaikait. treachery of 
Count Luxl)urg, found expression in t h<? break- 
ing of many Cerman oflicial windows. During 
tho celebration of tb ; centenary of tlie Argentine 
Republic in July, 11)1(1, despite the benevolent 
neutrality of the Covcirnment, the (lermaii 
flag was conspicuous by its absene<' from every 
street and public ceremony. In tlu^ same year 
the Uruguayan (Government oflicially pro- 
claimed the 14th of July as a national festival ; 
the citizens of Montevideo celebrated the occa- 
sion by enthusiastic singing of the “Marseillais 3 ” 
and by a gala entertainment at the Urquiza 
Theatre in honour of M. Boudin’s special 
mission, at which fervent syiuj^athy w»w 
expressed for tho Allies and particularly for 
tho sufferings of Belgium. Even in Rio, wlu*ro 
the influenco of Germany’s “peaceful peuo* 


1 ration” was most marked at the beginning 
of tho war, )ti distinct revulsion of popular 
finding had taken pkico bidoro tlu^ end of 
1915, and many neutral lrad<u’s, bitlu'rto 
conspicuous for their pro-tfennau tt'ndencies, 
had begun to realize the possible sei)po and 
elTeet of tho British BIjvck List and to make 



DU. WKNCBSLAO BUAZ, 

President of Brazil. 

profession of their eom[)kd(^ independence of 
all (German eonnexioiis. 

Ill (Uiile, as the result of the influenci^ of the 
Roman Catliolic clergy on th(‘. one hand and 
of (German professors and military inHtrnctoi*s 
on tln^ other, the attitude of the (Government 
was ebaraeterized from the outsi^t l)y a neu- 
trality wbieb on more than one occasion 
app(u\re,d to he unduly strained in favour of 
the Teuton. 'This was parliiMilarly the easo 
during the period in which the German cruisiTs, 
effi'ctivcly aided by (German residents in (Jhik*, 
wagiMl destructive warfare upon British and 
Allicil mereluMit sliipping on the (Chilean coast. 
But the ontreges committed by these (G(U’ma>i 
cruisers serwd to eon\'iMee the (Chilean people 
— tli'y also produced a profound economic (Tisis 
tluougbont the country — that a nation which 
coukl jw;t with such cynical iinlit’fiircnce to 
international law, and to the sovereign rigid s of 
smaller nations, would evi'iitually, if victorious, 
tlu-calcu their own liberties. IScaor (Jarloa 
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Silva Vild6aola, an eminent publicist of San- 
tiago, writing at the beginning of 1916, dt^clarod 
that the great majority of liia countrymen 
had come to desire the triumph of the Allies 
and the destruction of German militarism, 
“ in defence of the constituent principles of all 
democracies and to save from destruction the 
Jjatin civilization to wliich w'o all belong.” 
Tt is interesting to record the fact that, a year 
before President Wilson had definitely pro- 
claimed his (iountry’s recognition of the 
necessity for crushing “ this menace of com- 
bined intrigue and force which we now so 
clearly soci as the Gorman power, a thing 
without conscience or honour, or capacity for 
covenanted jieace,” Sefior Vilddsola had summed 
up the convictions of his countrynwn on funda- 
mental points in memorable words, which, like 
those uttered by Senhor Ruy Barbosa at Rio, 
ex{)ressetl the general (as distinct from the 
official) sentiments of South America. Amongst 
other things Sehor Vildosola declared : 

“ That the triumph of a nation which 
j)roclaims military necessity as a sufficient 
reason for violating treaties, and in which 
nations are denied their essential liberties* 
would bo the great(!st peril that could Ik< 
(Micountered by modern democracies and 
by all those principles upon which American 
independence was established ; and 

“ 'Jdiat there exists at the? heart of this 
struggle a contlict between the two philoso- 
phical and political tendejici<N that have 
disputed for the domination of j)eoples and 
the inspiration of their movements— one based 
u])ori right and the other upon force ; one 
upon hb(Tty and the other u[)on subj(*ction ; 
on<i upon fraternity and the other upon 
hatred, cultivated as a sacred and almost 
M\ystical princiyde.” 

Similarly, St^nor Nicolas F. l^opez, a dis- 
tinguished military officer and Government 
official of Kcuador, in a pamphlet published 
in 1917, expressed the increasing apprehension 
of public opinion in regard to the possible 
effect of the world struggle upon the future 
destinies and hberti(?s of South America. 
Sefuir Lir|)ez laid stress on the (hity incumbent 
upon all the Latin Republics, as a matter of 
self-preservation and national dignity, to unite 
” in frank and decided supngrt of the United 
States, which has y)rcseit^\ itself as the 
j)aladin of the hl)erties of tlie world against 
the iniquities of the Great War.” Ho con- 
tended that as Germany had lightly set at 


naught the fundamental rights of neutrals, 
in regard to the inviolability of their territory 
and the free use of the sea as a commercial 
highway, the twenty-one American Republics 
could not do otherwise than suspend diplomatic 
relations with her, “ particularly in view of 
the fact that Germany had not denied the 
reports concerning a suggestion which she made 
to the countries of the Entente with respect 
to a possible return of all the invaded territory 
of Belgium, Russia, and the Balkans, provided 
she be given a free liand in Latin -America.” 

Before the end of 1916 every instinct of 
humanity, apart fron\ that of self-preservation, 
had led to a very general consensus of opinion 
throughout all classes in South America in 
favom* of the cause of the Entente. At the 
same time it was clearly perceived, by all who 
looked ahead, that if the United States con- 
tinued to adhere to a policy of neutrality, 
nothing in the Monroe doctrme could hereafter 
protect from German retaliation and invasion 
any Republic which might throw in its lot w^ith 
the Allies. Realization of tliis fact undoubtedly 
carried much weight with South America’s 
statesmen in determining their adherence 
to prudent courses of neutrality, oven after 
their rights as neutrals had been violated by 
Germany’s declaration of indiscTiminate sub- 
marine warfare. But when it became apparent 
that the (/olossus of the North was about to 
join in the struggle “ to i*\ake the world safe 
for democracy,” the whole situation in the 
Latin He])ublics was immediately altered. 
Slowly but siu’oly, as the nature of Germany’s 
prej)arations for war, her ^methods of waging 
it, and her ambitions towards world supre- 
macy htjcame more and more apparent, 
the truth was perceived that the fertile and 
thinly populated countries of South America 
had enjoyed immunity from attack and inva- 
sion mahily thanks to the armed forces of 
Great Britain and France, upholders of the 
sacredness of treaties and of the liberties of 
small nations. 

Senator Root expressed the prevalent opinion 
on this subject on .fanuary 25, 1917, when, tul 
dressing the Congress of Constructive Patriotism 
at Wiishington, he said that the Monroe doc- 
trine was not international law, and that it had 
been maintained by tliree things : first, that 
the men of Monroe’s time had never thought 
of such a thing as not being ready to fight for 
their rights ; secondly, that the balance of 
power in Europe had been so even, and every- 
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body had been so doubtful about what the other 
fellows were going to do, that nobody found 
it worth while to take on a row with the 
United States ; and, thirdly, England’s fleet. 

In the lace of the futility of the treaty 
which guaranteed the neutrality of Belgium 
and of the humane ordinances of the 
Hague Convention, it was manifest that 
the Monroe doctrine could afford no 
valid defence against Gennan Imperialism 
triumphant so long as the United States 
remained in a condition of military unpre- 


of the war must be reckoned the change which 
took place in the attitude of the South American 
Republics, not only in regard to the future 
of the Monroe doctrine but to that of tht) 
Pan-American ideal. In the early stages of 
the struggle it became apparent tlmt, without 
resort to force, the United States could not 
aspire to maintain the doctrine in its original 
sc^tx‘. In October, 1914, a statement by 
Count Bernstorff, the .German Ambassador 
in Wash'ngton, was published through the 
Ass(X)iatod Press, that Germaiiy might obtain 



CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS AT BUENOS AIRES, JULY, 1916. 
Troops parading before the President. 


paredness : no panoply of sounding phrases 
could serve henceforward to guard the world’s 
richest granaries again -it the daiig(T of high- 
handed aggression. The entry of the United 
States into the war put an end to the long- 
.^herished tradition of American self-sufficiency 
and to the splendid dream of continental 
isolation ; but it gave the continent, north 
and south, new assurances for dignified security 
in the future, in co-operation with the foremost 
democracies of the Old World, which the 
political insight of the Latin Republics was not 
slow to j^erceive and to appreciate at their 
true significance. 

Amongst the most conspicuous consequences 


“ at least a temporary ” footholil in Canada 
if she could land troops there, and the state- 
ment was accom|)ani(Ml by tlu^ suggi^stion that» 
as Canada had sent troops to Europe, such 
retaliation ought not to he regarded as a vio- 
lation of th(» Monro<‘ iloctrine. 'Phis foolish 
utterance, like many others from the same 
source, did more to enlighten public opinion 
in the United States and to stiffen it against 
Germany than any of the Allies’ olhcial pro- 
paganda. llcrr D^rnburg, then chief German 
propagandist . ip the United States, htistened 
to repudiaf* hfs Ambassador’s indiscretion by 
declaring that Germany would not only regard 
South America as inviolable but that she would 
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BUHNOS AIKHS: PROCESSION ON THE OCCASION OF THE TAKING OF THE 

OATH BY THE PRESIDENT. 


extern! lli(' Ix-iK'fits of tli<‘ Morinx^ doctrino 
to (Canada.; but tlu^ cat. was (uit of the bag. 
Its subscuiuciit (‘xcursioiis into tha fi(dd oi 
Aiiiariaaii politics w(‘n^ assist ( m 1 by a dccdara- 
tioii rnad(^ by Mr. Taft, to the cfftKd that 
nothing in tlu^ Monroe doetriru^ |)r(‘(*lnde<l a 
< ItTiiian invasion of (^inada “ provid(‘d it 
is not. followinl l)y an a.t tempt to hold t.(a*ri- 
1()ry permanently.’’ d'lie doidriia^ was ovi- 
d(‘ntly In (Wtrrmis. At the end of Novenibt'r, 
ltn4. The Times Correspondent at Wasliington 
observed tJiat .Mr. 'I’aft’s view was universally 
accepted, “ just as everybody aecc'pted the 
a.diuinistration’s vicnv that th(^ Allies Iiad 
lh(^ right to take tianporary police nuawsures 
in South America.” (I’his rehuTcd to certain 
broaches of neutrality in favour of Germany 
by Ecuador anti Colombia to which (Jreat 
Britain had taken exceptiori.) He noted at 
the sam<i time “a growing tendency to make 
the primary object of the Monroe doctrine the 
pnn’cntion of tht^ permanent acquisition by 
c‘xtra- American I'owers of territory, especially 
near Eanama ; and to avoid its more vatjac and 
barren responsibilities.'" Confronted by a world 
in arms, tlu^ famous doctriiM^ proved to be 
practically us(4<*ss for the fultilnicnt of its 
original purposes, as .Admiral Malian had 
<l(‘elan‘d it to be. The Cnited States, not to 
mention tlio k'admg Kepublics of the South, 
l.ad grown too larges and th(‘ world too inliT- 


dt‘pjMident, for it. 1’ri‘sident Wilson, it. is 
true, n-alhrmi'd his adliercmce to the doctrim; 
in his annua! m(‘ssa.ge to (Vmgress in December, 
101.^), emphasising ” tlu^ rights of the American 
Kepublics to work out t h(‘ir destinies without. 
interferenc*(\" but his words carried nt> gn^at 
conviction or comfort to those immtxliaU'ly 
cojicerned, and certain of the more turbulent 
K(‘publics of (\‘ntral Anun’ica did not fail to 
point out that unwelcome, intcrhu'ence in their 
tiestinies h».d hithi'rto come from the Unitixl 
States. A year later, after the failure of 
his final effort to maki^ such honourable 
terms with (ku’inany as would have justifieil 
him in remaining neutral, ^Tr. Wilson’s message 
to Congress vaguely implied .th(‘ forthcoming 
abandonuu'iit of the doctrini^ of continental 
aloofness from the “ liiuropean system,” aiul 
the substitution in its place of a world T.KMigue 
of Nations, not to enforce but to ensure 
pcac(\ The mwv shibboleth proposed, “as it 
were, that the nations should with one accord 
adojit the doedrine of l^ri^sidont Monroe as 
the doctrine of the wmrld ; that no nation 
should seek to extend over any other, nation 
or ])eople, but that every people should be loft 
free, to determine its own polity, its own way 
of development, unhindered, unthnjatimed, 
unafraid, the little along with the great and 
pow^erful.” The nations, moreover, were henci^- 
forth to avoid “entangling alliances which 
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would draw t hem into conipel itioiis of powcT." 
SoiiMi Amorioa, to jud^o I'roin Pross iittoranceN 
ou the subject, found notliiu^ very »Utractivo 
in the idea of a League to Knforce Peace. 

Quite apart, howt^ver, from its appar«*iit 
inel’t’eci ivenoss as a weap(3u of defence against 
aggression from or by Luropt', the !Monro(‘ 
doctrine had fallen into disreputf', even before 
tlie war, in several of the Southern Republics, 
where public opinion was frankly opp(>sed to it 
on the ground tluit on jiiore than one occasion 
the manner of its assertion V)y tlie (Jovernment 
at Washington involved claims to a moral 
trust eesliip and gerwu'al })rolectorate incom- 
patible with their dignity as sovereign Stat<‘s. 
President Wilson's expansion of the do(?trine in 
connexion with the troubles in Mexico was 
widely construed in South Anieri(‘a as ])lacing 
the Ihiited States in the position of censor 
niornith ovm* th(^ (Vntral R<‘pnblics ; tlie Latin 
AnuTican Press, even in coimtrit's far r(‘mov(‘d 
from th(^ seat of trouble, express(*d lively 
apprc'liension and r(‘S(Mitmenl at tlu^ i(l<‘a. As 
Lord Rrvc<^ lias observi'd in his work on South 
America, “ South American statesm<*n appre- 


ciate the vjihic of Washington’s diplomacy in 
trying to preservt^ p(*ac(^ betwtH'ii thos(‘ Re- 
publics whos(* smouldering enmities often 
threaten to burst into Ha.nu*. On the otiu'r 
hand, they are jealous of th(‘ir own ilignity, not 
at all dispos(*d to bo patroniscid, and ipiick to 
resent anything bordering on a threat (^vi'ii 
wlu‘n ad<lre.s.sed, iKjt to tluMiist'lv'Cs, but to som<* 
oth<*r Republic." In regard to thi? ac'tion of 
thi‘ Unit<‘<l Stab'S in Mexico, tlu< protc'stations 
of American disinteresb'dne.ss were greeted 
with g(‘iH‘ral sc('pticism, frankly <ixpres.s(‘d. 
Popular hostility to " Monroismo," as asserted 
by the LJnitt'il Slates, liad beconu> in 11)1*5 
a force that t hi‘i>a.teni*d to stultify Pan- 
American acti\ities and itieals. In Argentina, 
Rra/.il and Philo, tiu' idea of an alliance of the 
Latin Republics was wiilely mooted, for the 
purpo.se of preserving tlu^ balance of powc'i*. 
Mr. Roosiw^t'h 's lecture tonr in South America, 
undc'rtaken in that y(*ar, was intended to soothe 
tlu^ susc<ipt ibilil ii's and assuagi' the fears of 
Latin Anu'rica ; llu' burdem of his message' was 
contained in a Pan-vVmcrican cxti'iision of tho 
Monroe* doctrine, which was to l)ecom<' conti 
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neiital and cease; to bf; iiiiilaUTal ; greater 
KOvith(;rii Republics were to share with the 
United States the (hity of protecting and 
policing the (Continent. Tlie Confederation of 
the Americas, tlius adinnbrated, was to be a 
stage; in the; progr<*ss toweirds \ve>rld-confeder»i- 
tion, emd the raode‘rnize;d Monrew* df>ctrine 
we>iild thus bccoine ee. potewit instrument e>f 
pacMfism. Air. Koosevt*lt’s idc*ei, in sliort, w’as 
te) ])ut the; hegemony of the* Americas into 
ce>!mnission, in mucli the same w'ay as that of 
elyiuistic Kurope; wtxs v(‘sted in the Holy Alli- 
eiiice* a ce'iit ury be'fore. Rut' his tour, dc‘sj)ite the; 
warmth e)f tlie; personal we‘lcome txce*ordeel to 
him, re;ve‘ale;el a ve'ry ge^ne'ral elispe>sitioii tt) 
concur in the» declaration made; hy Sehor 
Ala.rcieil Alart/inez, in we*le.*oming the ex-Pivsident 
to the UniveTsity of Chile, nam«‘ly, that the 
Alonroe; d<K*trine liad be;come obsejl<‘te, in so far 
jit least as it hiui ben ii interpre‘t(‘d to imply exny 
right e)f supervision by the; Unitenl State's over 
the; inele'peMulent Latin Republics. At Santiage) 
el<* Chile the attitude* e>f the e*row(l was unmis- 
teikably hejstile to Hr. Roose*velt, emd his tvp- 
pe'jinxnce was gre*(*teel with shouts eef “\hva 
Me*xie*e) ! ’' exnei “ ViviX (.'ole^mbia ” ! At Bue'iios 
Aires Sehor Ze*ballos, e*x-Fe>re‘ign Aliniste*r of 
Arg<*nt ina, while wele omirig Mr. Roose‘vc*lt’s ele- 
clartit ie>n that suchRe»publicSeis Arg(*titina, Brazil 
emd Chile; Imel attiiine*d a positieai which <*ntitled 
the*m to clixim e*qua.lity with the; Unit(;d States, 
te>ok e*are‘ te) emphasize his ojjinions tluxt the 
Ale)nre)e* elect rine cemld not bo aj)])licablo to the; 
Argentine; Republic. In ei le;tter te) the; eelite>r 
e>f The Titnr.s (January 27, 11)14) he gave* his 
re*exson fe)r this opinion, in the following w’e)nls, 
signifie*ant of rifts thext wejre like*ly te) be r(;ve*ale^el 
subsequently in the* Ban-Ame;rie*an lute. “ The; 
Arge;ntine‘ civilizeition,” h<* said, “ is in origin 
and characteT ])ur(*ly t]urope*an, it CiXn thercfe>re* 
only folle)W' a Pan-Aiuericaii policy on con- 
dition of re*s])(*e*ting and maintaining its 
strong meeral, inte*lle'ctuixl and e;coiioniic tie;s 
with tairope.” 

The* vie*w’s e*xpre*ssed by the*se* spe*akcrs anel 
nuMiy othe*]*s at that time* e‘niphasize*el the; 
dcte'rmination e)f the* le;ading South American 
Bepubli(*s te> re*je*e*t any Pan-.Ame*rie*an project 
or policy which might fette'r the*m in the*ir free 
initiextive and indepe*ndent relextions, as 
sovt*re'ign State's, w’ith Kuropeexn countries, not 
only in the* realm of finane*e exnd t^cone)mics but 
in politicixl affairs. Pre*sident \Vi)se>n’s declara- 
tie>n that the United States w’oulel not tolerate 
any fore*ign finaneiixl or industrial control in 


Latin America resulteel in crystallizing public 
eipinion in this directie)n. It wras openly 
ele'nounccd in the Brazilian Chamber as 
meaning in effect “ that, under pretence oi 
e'lnancipating those Republics anel of guarel- 
ing them from a highly fanciful peril of 
Kuropean Imperialism, the United States 
woulfl submit them purely and simply to its 
own control.’* 

It w'txs inevitable thext one e>f the first results 
of the w ar in Europe sliould be to increase the 
political, financial anel commercial influence of 
the Uniie;d Stextes in South America ; eepiexlly 
inevitable that, as the struggle proceodeel anel 
as a«lmirextie>n and sympathy for France 
iii(*re*ase*<l, the Latin Republics she)ulel become 
more dennite;ly opposexl to the; ielea of excluding 
from their (k)ntinent the political influence of 
those Eiirf)pean l*ow(;rs which might servo as a 
ce)unterpoise to the devele)pm(;nt of “ Yankee 
Imperialism.” A leaeling article in the 
Santiago Merrinuo expressed the common 
sentiment in tliis matte*r in Alay, Ihlfl, as 
follows ; 

'riic colN*<'tiv<* formula for tin* guaraiite*** of tt.*rritorial 
iiilogrily iirul of iljo ropublirau ino(l«‘l is iuiiit'p<‘SHary, 
a'ui tciuis to (lcstrt)y tlu* moral ('(luilibrium of the; 
fruo (Joutiucutul policy, by givin^Z a juridical foumialioii 
to possible toudoncics towards the* prc'dominauoo of oni* 
nart. of flu; Ooidim'ut ovM.*r anoflicr. 'Die Pan -American 
poHoy of concord — ^wc have said it. meiny times — is a 
Spontaneous sentiment and expression of union ; that 
of predominanee, in one form or another, is a threat of 
discord, in n“spi‘<’l either of tlie form or of the underlymg 
})rineiple. 

From this significant modification of Ban- 
Amcricanism there* followed gradually, in 
many influential cireles of political thought, 
recognition of Hie fatd, tliat the emergence of 
the United States into the front rank of World 
Pow'ers could not fail to render obsolete; 
Washington’s policy of avoiding “e;ntaugling 
alliances.” The traelition of aloofne#? as a 
fundamental axiom of natie^nal pf)licy might 
die harel amongst the oleler politicians, but 
public opinion had been rapidly cthicated by 
the; war to substitute the planetary for the 
parexchial conception of human affairs. Presi- 
dent AVilson, in bis s])e*ech to the; Pan-American 
Congress in January, 1910, appeared to cling to 
his ideas of (‘onsolielating all the natiexns of the 
ne;w worlel into a happy family, far removed 
from the troubles of the olel, and preserved 
from possibilities of strife by arbitration agree- 
ineiits and nuitual guarantees, ideas which 
he fiael previously failed to embody in fonrxal 
Treaties owing to the lack of ixetive sympathy 
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displayed towards them in the Soutlioni 
Republics. The Congress at Washington sup- 
ported the central id<‘a of a Pan-American 
Alliance for the protection of democracy and 
lh(^ territorial integrity of all concerned, but 
the feeling was prevalent that tlu^ successful 
ap[)lication of President Wilson’s id.>as must 
ultimately be dependent upon force, and, +his 
>)eing so, that an “ American ” Confederation 
pl(‘dged to ideals of civilization and humanity 


doedrino in 1913 had go!ie Iwyond that of 1909. 
“ Pan-Americanism,” it dc'elared, ” is a tripod 
that cannot stand on two h'gs ahme. Only 
a combination of the Latin countries, the 
Cnited States and (Jreat Britain, that is to say 
a combination of all tlie AnuTiean Bowers, can 
make it a safe and useful organization in th<^ 
world to-day.” Doubtless, as the attitiuh? of the 
Senate indicated, these radical chang(\s of 
opinion in the most vitavl region of American 
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Photojirapiied at the sitting of November 1, 1916. 

romul the fjihJe from tlie left lire ; lion. H. inj;. pre.-ideiil (rnileil Stiile^ Secn lury ol' Stnfe^. Dr. R. S. 
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(\)sta Rica, and lh<' J^oniinican Re|nihlie were not jire-ent at I his -i 1 1 i ti>/. 


must sooner or later come to include th(^ British 
Empin^ as oik^ of t lu^ grmUest territorial 
and demoeratie PowtTs oji thi* (’ontiiient. As 
the Philadelphia Lcdyer ])nt it, “it seemed 
an absurdity to talk of ‘ Pan Anierieariisin ’ 
and in the same brcatli to igiuMH^ the fact tliat 
one of the greatest of tlit^ American Powers 
is not included in it.” 'Flu' Xew Republic. 
always in the van of intelligent anticipation 
in the field of world politics, went fartht^r, 
giving to Pan -Americanism a new definition 
as far advanced beyond that of pre-war day.s 
as Mr. Roosevelt’s re-dcfinition of th<^ Monroo 


foreign policy w(‘ro ahead of tlicir time, hut 
tlicy wen* ucvcrtli(‘lcss straws that show(Ml 
the forc(‘ of the w'iud w'liich t h<‘ war had hrouglit 
to bear upon th(‘ cdilicc of anciiMif tradition. 

As rcgarils the cf'hsd of flic war on the 
economic <*onditions and I radc/ of S(.>uth 
AncTica, three facts stood out conspieu- 
onsly from the (‘xpcrimiccs of tlie leading 
Kcjaiblies ihiring 1914 1917 ; first, that, the 
(’ontinent as a whole was being, and wnnild 
hereafter b<*, lihiTally compimsateil for tlu^ 
disahilitic.s with which it had had to contend 
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ill with othor neutml (iouiitrios, by 

f)f iho greatly iiicroased diMuand and 
high prices paid by Kuropc? for foodstiiffc-i and 
raw materials ; si^eoiidly, tliat, as a result of 
tho inevitable curtailment t)f manufactur<*d 
goods from Kuropcs an iinpidus liad been 
giv(*n (most notably in Brazil) to tho dovelo])- 
iiw^nt of valuable national industries; thirdly. 



bOADlNti CHILLED BEEF AT LA PLATA. 

that the comjmlsory curtailment nf mn.ny of 
tiio eonviMiieiuMis and luxurii^s of lift* had given 
t-lu' easy-going South American communitit‘s 
a badly needed lesson in self-diMiying econoiny, 
wliicli but for tho war tht‘y might only liave 
a(*(|uired by direct and more painful e.\])erienee. 

'This last- fact stands out most- prominently 
in the ease of Argentina, tv country whose 
tu-enomie position Iwid jjrobably beiuTitetl 
more from the war thivn tmy other, Avitli the 
possible (^xci'ption of ,hipan. She htvd not only 
gained by tlu* emn'inously increased value of 
her sttiple exports -gniin, mi'at, wool and liides 
— Imt in t-he dev»‘Io])inent of local industries 
and by the fact that the war eoinjiclled tlie 
nation to tivke stock of its position and to 
modify its oxpendit A year before the 
outbnMik of tlu' struggU' in Kurojie Argentina 
had been confronted with a scv'cre crisis, due 
to ovi'r-importat ion and prodigtility in publit^ 
linance, 'Flu' crops of whcjit, linseed jukI oats 
m 191 t had bi'en eomparative failures, anti the 
fact had been ch'arVy retlectod in tho trade 
statistics of the tii*st lialf of tho year. Tlie 
first effect of tlu' war w a-s a renewal of financial*- 


depn'ssion and a restriction in consumption duo 
to interforonco with supplies from the belligoront 
countri<^s. The general tightness of money 
which resulted from tho c\irtailmont of credits 
in Kurope was acutely felt in Buenos Aires in 
1914, but it proved a blessing in disguiso, 
in that it cured the light-hearted estanciero’s 
“ mahana ” habit of mind, addicted to piling 
up commit inents to Bo met, God willing, by 
the proceeds of future harvests. Tho fii*st 
week of the> war brought something like a 
panic ; the banks, the Bolsa and the Caja 
Conversidn remained closed till August 10 ; 
a :i{) days’ moratorium was declared for 80 per 
cent, of liabilities, credits were rigorously 
curtailt'd and many businesses closed down. 
It was not long, however, before the effect 
ef remedial measures began to make itself 
felt ; New Vork canu^ forward to take the 
place of London in supplying the capital 
re((uirod to luhricab^ the wheels of Arg'^utino 
tinanco. Tn 1915 tlie country’s imports wero 
greatly rcduccMl, wliile exports advanced rapidly, 
as the following lahU^ shows : 
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During 1010 • diiUcuM ies in tlie m itt(T of 
touna-ge Ix'gau to Ix' stu’iously felt, and the 
<*xport of cereals was considerably reducixt 
in constHjiK'ncc, hut the shipments of meat to 
(Jrcat Britain and h(‘r Allies surpass<^d all 
records. country’s finaiKM^s wiTe sensibly 

improved, the Govca'iimcnt’s estimates for 
1916 showing a small surplus, as compared 
with an actual deficit of nearly £15,000,1)00 
in 1914. During 1915 the German import 
tradt^ into Argentina ollicially came to an end, 
though until the entry of the United States 
into the war it continued to bo carried on 
tlirough subterraneaix chaimels. Tn 101. *1 
this trade amounted to a value of £14,121,()0t) 
(as against Great Britain’s £22,641,000) ; 
German money continued nevertheless to he 
freely spent tliroughout the (‘ount ry in whole- 
sale jiurcliases of wool and liides. Much of 
the remarkable rise in prices for these and other 
[iroducts of South America was directly 
duo to German com])('tition ; at an early 
stage of the war far-sooing individuals iu 
Hamburg and Berlin realized that non -perish- 
able croods on the other side of tlie Atlantic 
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were likely to prove a bettor investment than 
the German mark. At tho end of 1915 thci 
Germans at Biiouos Ain^s and Moiilovideo 
were credited with holding wool (much of it 
said to be purchased on Government account) 
to the value of over £0,000,000, and wore 
lotKling it in their intorneil steamers to save 
storage exj^enses. The price of cereals was 
also rapidly advanced ivs tho result of German 
competition ; there was no possible reason 
for doubting that the enormously increastMl 
shipments of grain to Scandinavitvn t>orts 
wore bought on German account by enter- 
prising neutrals. 

In Germany tho actual and [irospoetive value 
of South America as a source of supply for 
foodstuffs and raw materials and as a dumj)ing 
ground for Gorman manufactures was fully 
realized before the war. Apprehensions a< 


community continued long after tlu' outbreak 
of war to reflect tlu'* country’s cosmopolitan 
tendencies and its lack of homogent*ous [lublic 
opinion; and the organized State-directed 
activities of the Fatlierland took full advantage 
of tlie sitiiaf ion. They were greatly encouragt'd 
and assisted, mort'over, by tlui British Govern- 
ment’s inexplicable reluct anei^ to put an end 
to trading with tho enemy during th(^ first two 
years ot tlio w’ar and its failure to use tlii^ 
<‘ffectivo Aveapon of the Black List for the 
uprooting of Gca’iuan commerci'. Ft sounds 
almost ineredibl<% but it is, nevertheless, tnie, 
that owing to tho griwiifnl conci'ssions made 
by Great Britain in 1915, Gorman goods 
continued to arrive in Bueims Aires, oftim in 
British sliips, both dirtsMly ancl from the 
United Statos. 'I’lie particular concession 
(made in deference to proti'st by the Am<*rii‘an 



TRANSPORTING WOOL IN ARGENTINA. 


to tho future protective policy of the Allies, 
«kS outlined at the Paris Conference, served to 
emphasizo that value after the German flag 
was driven from tho seas and German trade 
compelled to seek the kindly ofUccs of neutrals 
to avoid comploto destruction. In Arg(*ntina 
several causes contributed to assist tho German 
in retaining, more or less successfully, liis 
place in tho sun. Although public sentiment, 
as distinguished from the official attitude, 
was overwhelmingly pro -Ally from the outset. 



Gov<*rniiu‘nt ) by virtiu^ of which German 
goods were releasetl for t^xport if onU'rcjl Jitud 
paid for before March, 191.5, was naturally 
abused and exploited to tln' utmost, German 
houses combining with native firms to secure 
tile permits. Had no such faeilitii^s been 
givi'n for i*neniy trading, it is safe to say that 
nine-tenths of tiui Germans in South America 
would havi‘ gone out of business before the 
end of 191"). What actually happened under 
the biiiievoh'iit latitude allowed them was that 
.^ley were frequently placed in a position of 
7;. . i83— 3 
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fiulvantrtpti as c(»iiii)ar(vl witii British firms. 
Tlu^ British foinmaiid of tlio soa had made it 
praotically impossihh' for Bin Chn’iivaii in Soutli 
America to return to the Fatherland ; he, 
th(^r<‘fore, n'luained to s(^rve his (u>iuitry by 
ke(*ping his liiisiru'ss goin^jf while thousands of 
his British competitors reiurne-d liomi^ to 
luilist. Those tliat remained had to contend 
with restrietisl credit faeiliti(‘S, wliilst- the 
(Jerman lianks, hacked by the German Govern- 
ment, gavi' extra Mssistance to their count ry- 
men to ('liable them to k«M*p up their busin<*ss. 
Kven so th(' bulk of their tradti must speedily 
hav(^ b('cn extinguislu'd liad it not been for the 
complaisance of th(‘ British Government and 
the support extend(Ml to German houses by 
British financit^rs and traders of the cosmo]>oU- 
tan, five-trading [lersuasion. As a Timefi 
corn^spondent jiointed out, there ex’sted no 
elhcient censorsliip of overseas mails until 
late in B)lo, and tlu? censorship between th<* 
Ihiited Kingdom and South America diet not 
comiiK'nce until Jun(% 191tk Hence it will 
hardly come as a surpristi to anyone to know 
that a great deal of German South American 
business was actually finanevd from London, 
and that the (Germans in Tbienos Aires were 
thoroughly satisfied with the general progress 
of events. Writing in January 1910, The 
Times Corr(‘spondent at Buenos Air(^s w'elcomed 
Lord Kobeit (Vvifs (h'claration that the pro- 
hibition of enemy trailing w'as to be extended so 


as to include eiKMiiy firms in neutral countries ; 
h(' added tlio significant statement that “ u}) to 
now German firms here have been as free to 
trader with British firms, and British firms at 
home with local t Jerman houses hen', as if 
tlw'ro had bc(‘n no declaration of war and no 
Orders in Gouncil.” Gi'rmau goods disaji- 
pi'ared in 1915 from the official Argent ini' 
returns, but German firms were still able to 
accept larg(' orders with gifaranti'cs of normal 
delivery and to compete openly with their 
British rivals. Uiey rcceivi'd their stocks 
through various channels ; in some cases din'ct. 
from British firms, in others through Sweden 
and Holland, wlu're the shipments were duly 
certified by consular certificates to be of 
Swedish or Dutch origin. Small wonch'r if 
the Argentine official and citizen, observing these 
things, came to the conclusion that British 
trade was dependent at many points on German 
intelligence and energy ; small wonder that 
British prestige suffered accordingly. Uiuler 
the circumstances it was unreasonable for 
Englishmen on the spot to criticize the cautious 
prudence of Argentina's utilitarian neutrality. 

Idle institution of the Black List came as 
a severe shock to German trarlers iu South 
America and to their friends in Europe, and the 
German-subsidized Press in Buenos Aires and 
('Isewhere waxed violently abusive. Argentine 
politicians were invited, and some were induced, 
to challenge the legality of tho measure on the 
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ground of neutrality. This proving to be 
impracticable, a German Cliambcr of Commorco 
was started, for the purpose of consolidating 
Gennan trade interests in Argentina, especially 
for post-war activities, and to “ black list 
the majority of British firms a retaliatory 
measure. Meanwliile, in order to evade the 
Statutory List, German business took to 
concealing its identity under various disguises, 
using faked names and addresses for the 
beguiling of European sliippers, or trading as 
bond fide American or Argentine concerns, 
with managers Schultz and Schmidt in the 
position of industrious German employees. 
Simultaneously an enormous expansion took 
place in the parcel post traffic to South America 
from Lisbon and the United States. Tt was only 
after the latter country’s entry into the war 
that the German trader in the Southern Con- 
tinent was made to realize the seriousness of 
his position and to look to the futiue wit h gloomy 
forebodings. 

The effect of the war on the finances au<l 
tiwle of Brazil is fairly nfficcted in the following 
trade urns ; 
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In 1913 the country was suiTering from acute 
economic depression. The outlook was any- 
thing but promising, there being no immediate 
prospect of relieving the national finances from 
the vicissitudes which had resulted from tlu'ir 
dependence upon the two stapltj products, 
rubber and coffee, exposed to severe com- 
petition from Ceylon, the Dutch Colonies ajid 
Malaya. At the close of 1914 the foreign debt 
jMiiounted to £104,481,728 and the Federal 
(h)vernment. was compelled to promulgate a 
sclieme in October whereby the greater part of 
this amount was included in a funding arrang(^- 
meut, interest being paid for tlireo years in new 
5 per cent, bonds and sinking funds suspended. 
In 1915, thanks to a drastic reduction of 
expenditure and a stt'ady increase in trade, 
the credit of the Hcpjiblic began to improv<^ 
To meet the situation creatt'd by the inevitable 
curtailment of imports from Europe luuv 
industries W(U‘e successfully established; to 
this industrial dcv'clopment must be ascrilxMl 
the rapid recoviuy which took place in tht‘ 
finaiu‘ts of the State of llio. In an address 
deliv'cred b<‘foro t lie Manuhwiturers’ Association 
at. Rio di> Janeiro on S(‘])teinb( r 29, 1917, the 
Brazilian Minister of Finance (Dr. Antonio 
Carlos) observed that the wn.r had naturally 
brought about a great red\iction of imports 
into Brazil, which nu'aut a sca’ious loss of 
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rcvcniK' from Customs duties ; since 101 
the '^I'rcasury had su!)sist(‘d on revenue derived 
from the taxation of ]iroduets for national 
consumption. Owing to llie lack of many 
iiec(*ssities fonn(?rIy imjiorted, sov(‘ral blanches 
of national industry liad inen*as(;d tJieir capacit y 
and range of production. Their large output 
liad greatly contributed to reducing the cost 
of living in Brazil ; at th(i same time economic 
redorms ha<l betni introduet'd with excellent 
n^KLills. In s[)it(^ of the reducicil immigration 
caused by tlie war, Brazilian agriculture had 
succeeded iu extemling th(^ annx under cultiva- 
tion throughout the country and introducing 
new jiroduets, so that a ecirtain amount of 
cereals had ijM-come available for export. Tlu^ 
situation ereated in Kurope by the depletion of 
stocks of raw mattnials and foodstuffs had 
eonstituted an opportunity for countries like 
Brazil to dcv<do[) their resources to meet the 
new demand. Tlio d(‘N'<dopm<‘nt of the Brazilian 
trade in frozen m(‘at liad afforded striking 
proof of the possibilities of tlu‘ pastoral industry 
of tlie country iu th<^ future. Thu ^liuister of 
Finance estimat<‘d that the consumption tax 
on national produce* wouUl bring in about 
£(),000,000 in 1917, a sum nearly sufficient to 
balance tlie loss of import duties. 

In view of the abundant stocks of coffee bold 
in Kiigland at the beginning of the war and th<5 


necessity for conserving tonnage, Groat Britain’s 
embargo upon further importation was fully 
justified ; it was none the l(‘ss a source of 
serious embarrassment, economic and political, 
to Brazilian Government, and was exploited 
to the utmost for the purposes of German 
propaganda in the Ropublie. Until the entry 
of l*ortug;il into tlw^ war, Brazirs neutrfility 
was marked by a very deferential attitude 
towards Germany and the Germans ; nor is 
this surprising iu view of the largo German 
colonics established in the southern mixritime 
provinces of the Ropublie and the widespread 
influence of German trade and finance through- 
out th(^ (!()uutry. Portugal’s enlistuuMit . on 
the side of the Allies naturally ])r(>ducod a 
marked effect, ou public opinion ; nevert heless, 
so long as the United States n^maiiicd neutral, 
it was safe to predict that Brazil would do the 
same. Even after the rupture of diplomatic 
relations, wlion a <leclaratiou of war Viy Brazil 
against Germany lia<l become practically 
inevitable, the opinion continued to bo widely 
lield in commercial circles that the door should 
bo kept open for trading with Germany iu the 
future, lis sht) was likely to be a bettor customer 
than Gnnxt J^ritain. The coffee embargo 
remained a son^ point an<l accounted in no 
small measure for t lu^ Pre^sident’s nou-coiuiuittal 
attitude. The Rio hnparcml gave expression 
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TRAMP STEAMtUS OF THE ALLIES LOADING Al' BAHIA BLANCA. 


to the Gennftuopltilo view ii\ cornu lonting 
editorially on the Finance Minister’s address 
in October 1917. It observed that Great 
Britain’s future policy would bo to favour the 
produce of her own Colonies and Dominions 
by a protective tariff, whereas Genuany would 
continue to purchase raw materials from 
Brazil, sending in return manufacdurod prochioo 
upon advantageous conditions. The German 
banks and big traders certainly did their best 
to pn^ve themselves good customers. Their 
largi^ purchases of coffee and oilier proiluce 
at Santos, Bahia and Bcrnambuco constituted 
a pow<*rful argument, in their favour cs[)eciaily 
when contrasted with (Jreat Britain’s embargo 
on the coimtry’s chief staple ex])ort. 'I’heso 
(pit stioiis are referred to farther on in deoling 
with the course of ev'ents that led to Brazil’^ 
diudaratioii of war on October 20, 1917. 

Tlie first results (jf tlu? war in Chile w'ere 
cbiarly retlixded in the sharp contrast bidwcioii 
the trade returns for 1914 and 1915; they 
pointed to a severe dislocation of the nation’s 
vital industry— th(3 production and sale of 
nitrate -so severe as to make the fiscal position 
of the country a source of serious anxiety. 
The figures are as follows : 

Imports. Exports, 

i £ 

First half of 1914 ... 10,980.483 13,917,30.4 

.. .. 1915 ... 4,781.007 9,803,070 

The balance of trade remaine'd largely in 
Cliilo’s favour, .so that Chilean exchange stood 
high ; but as the Chilean Treasury derives 
nearly half its revenues from the export duty 
on nitrate, and as the shipnumts during the 
first year of the war amounted to only about 
half of the total for the preceding twelve 
montlLs, the position remained somewhat 
critical for a time. By March, 1915, out of 


134 uitrate eompauies iu working when the 
war broke out, 98 had suspcaided operations, 
and the priee of tlu* commodity had fall<a4 to 
something m^ar the cost of production, d’luire- 
after, as the demand increasiul for ndiiK'd 
nitrate for the making of ex[)losives, tlu? tide 
turned swiftly in Chile’s favour, with the result 
tliat the country’s trader and huanivs for 
1910 touched high-wat('P mark. In 1911 
the Treasury had had to fa(*t' a detieit. of 
£2,799,901); th(‘ ('stimat(‘s for 1910 showed a 
surplus of a million. As in other parts of 
South America, oiic <»f the first cdfisds of the 
w)ir was to maU(^ nt‘(*essi1y tin* motlu'r of 
many salutary inv(‘ntions. Willy-nilly, the 
(•(juiitry h'arniid how ti> do without things 
from ala’oad ; imports in 1915 diKTeased l)y 
ov'(‘r .50 per cent. At the same time tlu? pro- 
dmdion of iron and e()})per was stimulated 
and iiicreastal attention was directed to agri- 
cultures, with excellent n'sults. Th(s position 
attained in 1910 was succinctly stated in The. 
Thms' financial revi(sw for the year : 

N<‘v<*r hoforo lim tho yiMir\ oxporf of nitmto of sodu. 
tho prime fiu‘t»n' io tho imtioiuil ocotioniy, approochod 
within inoasurahlo distam-o cif tho fpiantity shipptid io 
tho hist J3 months, or onjoyod so strong" a uiarkot ; and 
not fur many yoars has iIm-i (diiloaii poso touched, as in 
Novomher last, tho shillinij; mark. 

(%>ppor ami wool, two oxport pnnlm ts which ar<* jiow 
of n*al iin])ortanoo. wore ,ship|)od in n'Oord (pianlilii s and 
fotchod un])roccdonU‘d prices; nalional indnslry, 
favourod by tho slat«; of war in Enrnijo. mad(5 in JDIh an 
indubitahlo start ; capital, chioHy North .\incrican, 
evinced a very practical interest in (_3iilc’s jjotenlialities. 
mainly in tho dirot fioti of niinin;^ ; a, 4 rj< nlhiro iti tho 
ocidrft of tho country has Ijcncdtod hy tho stat*? •>f 
uft virs in tho nitrate jmnipas «)f tlio nrjrth. Evi<lonco of 
this uonoral prosporily is naturally visihki iu th<5 savin^:s 
hanks rot urns. It has boon a boom year for Chilo, and 
to crown all (Nni^n-c^.s announced towartls tho ond of 
Oclohor that the British (iovcrnmcnl Imd presented tho 
(Miiloan Navy with fiv<* .Xnicncan-huilt submarines as 
eoiiiponsation for tho disorganization of Chile’s naval 
eonsiiuclion programme caused by tho requisitioning? of 
certain important C’hilean unit.s building iu British 
shipyard.s at tho outbreak of the war. 
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A oort-ain mimbor of the nitratc-prodiiciiig 
companies arc in Ccnnan liancls, and a con- 
siderable i:)roportion of the total output before 
the war was absorbed by (.h^rmany for agri- 
cultural ]jurposeH. The st(M_*k (about 200,000 
tons) lield by tlu^sci coiapauic.s was necessarily 
immobilized bv Ibitish trade restrictions, 
until, through the medium of the CTiilean 
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( tovernmeut., lliey wt'iv sold (in S<*ptember 
1017) ti> the American l)u|)ont l\)wder Coui- 
])any acting under instructions of tlie I'nited 
Stales (lovernment, an arrangcMuent which 
enabUsl the (Jerman concerns to rciu’w their 
proilueing activities and to lay up fresli stocks 
for us(‘ alt (‘I* the war. In oilier ilirections 
(Icu’inan tradtu’s were eompciled to mark 
liiiK'. Th<*ir movi'ments, hen^ as elsewhere, 
were drastically curtaihsl by llu^ operation of 
the Black List ; so much so that all their 
powers of intrigue' and ]m)])aganda were directed 
to induce the (Uiilean (Joverninent to aelopt 
retaliatory measures. Resulting therefrom a 
discussion on the subject took place in the 
Senate, and a declaration was obtained from 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs that ho was 
discussing the possibility of joint action 
with ArgiMitina and Brazil. But the entry 
of the United States into the war made such 
discussions unprotitabN\ Before the end of 
1917 AnuTican cooperation in measures de- 


si^ed to prevent shipments from reacliing 
German firms through intermediario'i had 
produced most satisfactory results, and the 
German Govermnont’s efforts to maintain the 
back door open in Argentina and elsewhere 
had begun to assume an aspect of futility that 
iinpressed even its sympathisers. 

In Venezuela, where Germany’s share of 
the foreign trade (20 per cent.) was almost 
equal to that of Great Britain, the outbreak 
of war was severely felt. Th(i cessation of 
German activities led to demoralization in 
the market for hides and otluT ]jroduce. The 
principal •business houses at Ciudad Bolivar, 
for example, being Gorman, found it impossible 
to import or export anything through Trinidad, 
and were comptdled to suspciul their operations 
until regular eoinmiinicatiou had been estab- 
lished with La Guaira, the port of transhipment 
for cargo consigtuxl to the United States. 
The result was a glut on the New York markets 
for Venezuelan produce aiul a temporary 
cessation of demand. 

Condemned perforce by England’s command 
of the seas to a jieriod of watchful waiting, 
the Germans in South America wt're not (‘ontent 
to be idle in the services of I and the- 
protection of their own trade interests. On 
t lu‘ eont rary, throughout all the Latin Repuhlies 
German agi^nts and propagandists worked 
uueeasingly to educate pulilie o[)iriion to the 
idea (hat- tlie economic ])ositiou of Germany 
after the war would b(^ such as to mak(^ her 
th<* best possilih' custoua*r and gcn(*ral pur- 
veyor for South America, and tliat to alienate 
her goodwill would be a suicidal policy. In 
many places, notably in But'nos Aires and 
Santiago do Chile, much of the German seetl 
thus sown fell upon ground well prepared 
to receive it. On the oni^ hand, the heavy 
artillery of German finance was brought to 
bear in buying up vast quantities of Argentine 
and Uruguayan wool, Brazilian coffee, and 
other staples ; on the other, the light infantry 
of their commerce, in skirmishing order, 
ranged all over the continent, showing ranges 
of samples, canvassing for orders, and offering 
guarantees of delivery after the war at pre-war 
prices. So long as their interned ships remained 
hulen with Gernian cargo, under the German 
tlag, conspicuous in all the chief harbours 
of the South American seaboard, they served 
to reinforce the arguments and assurance.4 
with which politicians, pressmen, and rner- 
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chants wore industriously assailed. 'Phese 
vessels were an earnest of future Cernian activi- 
ties, which, as the propagandists explained, 
wore bound to be conc(M\t rated on South 
Aint^rican markets because of the rostrictii>ns 
lhat throat J3ritain and lier Allies would place 
on them elsewhere. Possibly the guarante(\s 
for the delivery of cheap (lerniau mauu- 
fiwitures after the war might be of no more 
value than any other scrap of paper, but 
there was every reason for Argentine ami 
Chilean importers to believe that (h‘rmany 
would ro-ente‘r the field with large surplus 
stocks, to be dumped in generous mood u])on 
South America in return for wool, hides, tallow, 
and foodstuffs. Would England be in a posi- 
tion to offer them similar advantages ? If 
not, was it wise to depriv^e tliemsolves of the 
i>])portunities thus presented by boycotting 
(Jlcnnan commerce as a penalty for tlie crinu's 
of German militarism ? Phis, roughly speaking, 
was undoubtedly the attitude of a considerable 
s<Hdion of political and conimcnMal opinion 
in most of the Latin liepuhlies. Strictly 
u ns( M it i mental an<l utilitarian, it was opjiosed 
to tlw^ cliivalrous instincts of tlu^ great bulk 
of till* p(*ople, but it was none the less influential 


in high places. It was snj^ported with charac- 
teristic thoroughness by soci<‘tics otiicially 
inspired and organized in Germany, a.nd by 
the publication of illustrated mouthly pa[)crs 
in Spanish and PortugiH‘se ( /(/7 MRn.srtjero de 
Ultrmnar and O Transatlanlico) nici'ly ada[)ted 
to gild tlv* pill of peaceful penetration witli 
tlu* sugar of lofty soiitimi'iits and idealistic 
motives. 

d'he “(ha’iuan Economic Association for 
South and Central America” was established 
at Berlin in 1915, and, notwithstanding tho 
ilitliculty of intcrrn|)ted communications, it 
was able to boast h»*forc the (‘iid of 1910 that it 
had successfully established hraiichcs, in touch 
with it, in all the 21 Ki'puhlics. Some time 
later a (.aa'inaiiic Lcagiu* for South Amcri(*a 
was orgauizt‘d, ostciisihly for Ihi^ j^urpose of 
bringing logetlu'r into closci* uni»>n all jicrsons 
of German extraction whose* sju'i'ch, sympathies 
and Jiabits of thought art^ G(“nujiu ” (or, in 
other words, the (pu'st of the waiuleriug shei'p) ; 
but the League announced its n’adiness to 
welcome to its r.vnks “all representatives of 
such nations as think it of vital importanen 
to tlu^ world tliat Germanic morality and 
Germanic civilization should l)C pres(*rved to 
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it in all their purity.” One of the principal 
ohjeets eiuiineratetl in the Loague’rt pro- 
grarntno is ” the cultivation of the (lermau 
language and (leniianic eiistoins and assidu- 
ous cooperation in tln^ prosin' vation and 
foundation of (ionnan schools and other 
flerinanic educational institutions.” In South 
Hrazil and in (^hile, wIkto the insidious in- 
fliK'uci's of the independent (Jerman school 
had long h(*en diniounced by ])atriotie citizens 
as a danger to the Stati', subversivi^ alike of 
national unity and dignity, tho assertion of 
the l.,«‘ague’s founders that its purposes w(‘re 
in no sense political was not likely to mislead 
any but thosi^ wlio wisliinl to be di^coived. 

But Cieriuan propag.mdist activities were 
by no m(>ans confined to the legitiiuate object 
t)f maintaining and extending German trade 
and influence in South America after tho war. 
Throughout the Latin Republics, as in the 
Uniteil States and in t he Far East, Germany’s 
ag<*nts, s|)ies and hin^lings worked unceasingly 
and unscrupulously, under the direction of their 
Legations, to erc'ate internal and international 
dissensions favourable to tho German cavise. 
Much eni'i’gy and money were spent in sub- 
sidizing and acquiring control of sections of the 
Press. From the outset German tc'legrams 
emanating from the New York branch of th<‘ 
German Press Bureau were suj)plitMl gratuitously 


to every newspaper that would print them ; 
th<‘se war bulletins were of tho usual men- 
dacious type, systematically directed to- 
wards discrediting tho Allies and throwing 
upon them all responsibility for the war. 
Towards the end of 1914 a German organ 
j)rintod in Spanish, La Union, made its ap- 
pearance in Buenos Aires, and Argentina 
was Hooded with a number of profusely 
illustrated periodicals, whereby German Kvl- 
inr was skilfully displayed for the edifietdion 
of the masses. For tho benefit of tho largo 
Italian colony in Argentina the Central 
Labour Exchange at Berlin organized the 
publication of a paper, 1 1 Lavoro, which was 
wddely circulated. Directed from Buenos Aires, 
the influence of (ierman propaganda radiated 
throughout the continent. Its influence was 
])art icularly noticeable in (Hiile ; the? Press of 
Santiago refrained with practical unanimity 
from editorial comments on tho .sinking of 
the Lusitania. A “ Soiuety for German Kuh 
Inr ” was founded in that city by Germans 
and German-Chileans ; for a long time (ior- 
man influence continued to bo paramount 
ill tho cliwical, military aiid financial circk^s 
of the Chilean capital. In Buenos Aires 
also was located, under the? competent direction 
of the notorious Luxburg, the headquarters 
of a system of espionage and intrigiu^ whose 
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activities extended Tiortluvarvl to tlu^ Caribbean 
Sea. The Times (vorresjjondent at Wasiiington 
in September 1917, quoting a Bijenos Aires 
dispatch to the New York Worlds reported 
that, as the result ot* oni(.*iah^n(juiries, tho iioad- 
qiiarters of this spy system hiVtl bec^n located 
in a Clerman Bureau financed by tlm (lermau 
(Government, and that tht? Argentine authorities 
were in possession of proof t hat Cerman agents 
liad been regularly collecting information con- 
cerning the (U'partures and earg(K^s of ships 
and the movements of neutral vessels. 

All the evidence available on the spot con- 
cerning the causes conducing to the serious 
railway strike, which cut off Buenos Aires from 
communication with the interior in October, 
1917, tended to confirm the opinion of those 
who looked beyond the superficial aspects of 
the movement that (German machinations 
and (German money were behind it. As The 
Times Correspondent observed at the time : 

'rhero has oxistod. utul still exists, in the minds of IH) 
«mt of ovory 100 men oulsid*? the nvnks of the strikers 
tlvemselvcs, the oonvietiou (hnl (lerman intrij'ue, 
(fornmM money and (hjrmuu designs were jit the ro<»( of 
tho sfrik('. The eoiiieidene<5 the deelivration hy 

both IFousf's of (lie Ar^(Mitiiio ( !oii;j;r(>.ss in favour of ti 
nipt lire of relafions with Germany und thi^ oulluvak of 
u Kt'iiernl strike wns Itio nmrked, espeeiully when the 
ii'uilo of liln ill Mits in Spain, 

in the Uiiiltjd Sltih's >ind in Uussia. is Ijiken into jieeonnt. 

There was ample evidenct* among the strikers 
of money in profusion, far beyond anything 
that eould have eome from their invii resourc(‘s ; 
another si gnil leant feature of the moviunent 
was the notable recrii(h\sctuict^ of anti- British 
and pro-neutrality projiagaiida. 

Ill the chronically turbulent tropies and in 
tho lessor Kepublics bordering on the Caribbean 
(Germany found material for criKler and moro 
overt treasons and stratagems than she could 
safely foment in 'the south. The Cuban insur- 
rection of February, 1917, was attributed by 
tho State Department at Washington to the 
instigation of German agents ; later in tho 
year they fomented a strike of the sugar-mill 
opiTatives at Santa Clara ; there was evidence, 
moreover, to prove that the Cuban Consul- 
General at Kottordam liad been induced to act 
as the forwarding agent for German corre- 
spondence. (In the same way Cliileaii otlicial 
channels were used to evade the censorship of 
tho Allies. The Ba ico Aleman Transallantico 
was thus enabled to remit funds to Germany ; 
the (Chilean Government denied direct responsi- 
bility and attributed the breach of neutrality 
to the slackness of subordinates.) At Panama 


the activities of Gorman plottiu-s compi'lled 
tho (.Government in May, 1917, to ani'si and 
deport to Colon the most prominent- offenil<*rs. 
In Nicaragua a violent diMiionst ration against 
the United States oeiuirred in March 1917, 
Congress demanding the withdrawal of tho 
United States marines; (JtM’inan instigation 
was undoubtedly a factor iii this outbri'ak. 
In (Colombia tho services of one Haines, an 
Irish rebel, were enlisted to take command of 
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a buccaneering expedition, which ('quippi'd 
two coastguard vessels with Gorman c;rews, 
at Puerto (Colombia. At Bahia bombs were 
placed on board of British and Allied ships, 
timed to exiilodo three days after the, v'‘ssels 
had put to sea. The R(‘public of San Salvador 
received through Mexico in February, 1917, a 
“ present ” of a complete Telef unken wireless 
installation, with German nuHihauies to erect 
it. Ill Costa Rica and Haiti German intrigue 
was a powerful factiir in local politics ; in the 
fornvn* Republic G(n*mau priests displaytul the 
greatest activity in propagandist work direct <‘d 
against the United States. Throughout tho 
Central Republics the aggr<*ssiv() Germaiiophile 
proclivities of the M(;xican Government under 
Senor Carranza w«n-e fully i^xploited to create 
dissensions and unrest, especially in Guatemala 
and Honduras. But in spite of all tlwso 
pernicious activities, the wisght of public 
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opinion in ino^t of thcso minor RopnblicH 
bf’caint^ mor(* nnd luoro pronouncedly hostile 
to (i!<‘ri tinny as the triitli conc<‘rning lier ineUiods 
of warfnre emergi'd from tlic' sinok(*-cloiids of 
her projiaganda. It is safe to say that by the 
end of lin7 tlie name of (hu’many stank in tin? 
nostrils of tiu* g<‘tieral public, of ev(‘ry 
respecting gaucho and ])eon from Panama to 
I’atagotiia, and it was clear that, whati^ver the 
prudent patli of politieians might ])e, it. would 
be long ])efore the (lerman in South Ann^riea 
could liv(^ down the infamies which liad dis- 
graced his nation in this war. 

infamous telegratus transiuitt lul to 
Perlin by the ( Jerman ri'presentativc at Biumios 
Aires (Count huxhurg) through the Swedish 
Legation, which were made pu])lic by tin? 
Stati* Di'pariment at \Va,sliington on Sep- 
tiMuber 8, 11)17, and suhseiiuent dates, left 
no further ground h>r any disinterested neutral 
to doubt the nature and (extent of Germain 
olhcial intrigues. As in the ITnited States 
(to quote President Wilson’s words) it was 
<*leavr that from the outset of tlie war Germany 
had tilled the unsuspecting communities of 
tlu' South American Hepuhlics “and even the 
lathees of Government with spies, and sot 
criminal intrigues everywhere afoot ; more- 
over, thixt these intrigues wore carried on with 
the supj^ort and even under ho ])ersonal 
direction of otlieial agents of the (German 
Government accredited to the Government.s 
of the KepuVdics.'* Count Luxburg’s par- 


ticularly cynical maichiuations had involved 
not only the Swedish Goviu’iiment; but that of 
Arg(*ntina in gross bnuiches of the elementary 
obligations of mmtrality ; they sorvcad to tlirow 
fiiud enlightenment on tlio criminal practices 
of (Jerman dij)lomacy, as earlier revealed in 
the voji Papon ])apers, and to evoke violent 
manifestations of indignation throughout th(^ 
Latin Republics. 

Tlu^ announcement in which the Si‘cretary 
of State for Kon^ign AtT.rirs at Washington 
published the first tliri'c of the long series of 
dispatches wliich had been secured by the 
United States there wi're over 400 of them — 
was as follows : 

Ttio inrni of vStulo 1ms si’furerl fi'iMuin <olo- 

Iroin (JourU Liixhmg, (Jormiin Lhjtrgo (rAfTivirt’s 
at 13u<-no.s Aires, to the Korei^ii Olliee. Rerlin. whifh T 
to say W(‘re dis]»a( elu’Kl from 13iionos Aires hy 
tin* Swedish Lej^oition as their own olluial messap’s 
aildressed to tlie Stockholm Fon ign Olliee. 'Hie follow- 
ing arc Pnglish tniiislutions of the (Jerman text : — 

“May 19, 1917, Xo. 32. — This (Jovernment has now 
released the (Jerman anti Austrian ships in whieh hitherto 
a guard has been plaeed. In oonsequenee of the settle- 
ment of the Monte (Protegido) etise there has been a 
great change in public feeling. The (Jovernment will in 
fjituro oidy clear Argentine shijis as far as Las Palmas. 
1 Las Palmas is one of the Canary Islands, anci is the last 
neutral toiiehing place on the ordinary ocean route 
between South America and North-western Europe. It 
belongs to Spain.] I beg that the small steamers Oran 
and (Juazo, Jaiuiary 31 (meaning whieh sailed on Janu- 
ary 31), 300 tons, whieh are now nearing Hordeaux, with 
a view to changing flags, may be spared if possible, or 
else sunk without a trace being left {spurlos vernenkt ). — 
Luxbuhg." 

The second message reatls : — - 

“July 3, 1917, No. 59.— T learn from a reliable source 
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that the ActiiiR Minister of Foreign Affairs, who is a 
notorious ass and Anglophile, declared in seeret session 
of the Senate that Argentina would demand from Berlin 
a promise not to sink more Argentine ships. If not 
agrc'Otl to relations would be broken off. I reeoininiMul 
refusal, or, if necessary, calling in tlu? mediation of Sjiain. 
— Signed Luxbuko.” 

The thini message reads ; — 

“July 11, 1917, No. 04. — Without showing any ten- 
dency to make concessions postpone reply to Argentine 
Vote until receipt of further reports. (Uiange of Minist ry 
probabk;. As regards Argentine st<‘atners, I recomnu'nd 
oither compelling them to turn Imck, sinking th«*m 
without leaving any trace, or letting tlimn through. 
'They are all quite small. — Luxbttuu.” 

Thtis, tts The Times put it, 

The accredited representative of the (Icrinan Fmpin^ 
at Buenos Aires, whilo actually enj()ying the hospitality 
of the Argentine Bepublic, was seen advocating the 
deliberate murder of Argentine subjects on the high seas, 
in ortler that the sinking of Argentine ships l)y (bu'inan 
submarines should leave no trat:e whieli woubl maki' 
their crime known in the Argentine, and .so make an 
enemy of that country. 

Ihiblio opinion in Argiuitina nnd olsowhore 
was not slow to oxpross its indigiuit-ion nt 
tho diiinnablo treacliery whicli had sokunnly 
proinisod “ to resptud thr Arg(‘iitino flag,” 
ovon whilo it was plotting to sink it “ without 
a tn«'(* being lol't ” ; it wtvs (equally inc?ens(Ml 
at tJio mannor in which tlio Argentine (lovcrn- 
nuMit had wtjlcoincd (.Ji'rinany's “ scttlcnuMit ” 
of tlu^ Monto Prot(^gido casti and proclainied 
it as a diplomatic victory and justification for 
In'iicvolcnt noulrality. Count Lnxliurg Imd 


placed his friend President. Trigoyt'ii in the 
awkward predicament of confessing himself 
eithOr the as.sociate or the <lnpc of the ajiosth's 
of criminal Kulfur. 'riiat the Clerman (Jovern- 
ment promptly disavowed its repr(‘s<‘ntati\ c's 
actions in reply to Argtuitina’s rc(jucst f(n* 
(explanations ” had litlh^ or no effect in (pielling 
})opnlar nvsentment. On September 12 (/onnt 
Lnxburg rt'ceived his passj)orts with an inti- 
mation to tlie eiY(‘ct that iu‘ had (^eas(‘d to he 
persona (jrata^ hnt tlironghont Soutli Aimu’ica 
t.ht‘. Press generally remained unsatisfied aiul 
urged the inauguration of a Pan-American 
movement in support of tlu‘ Uniti'd States and 
l^razil. On tlu' same niglit thi're were serious 
anti-Oernian riots in Ihuaios Aires ; the (lermaii 
Club was set ou lire and si'v t'ral business houses, 
including tlu' olliee of tlie (Jerinan iu‘wspaj)er, 
d<‘stroyod. On September 15 a large public. 
nuHding was held at Buenos Aires, diMiianding 
a ruptun* with (.h'rmany a-nd tlu’s (‘xt irpat i(ai 
of (‘spionag(‘ ; nuuinwhih* tlu‘ friends of Cuunt. 
Jaixhurg, wilh cynical effront(‘ry, had circu- 
lated a ri'port to tiu' effect that SeiMU* Pue-yr- 
redon, tlu^ Argt'utiiie Ministin* for Foreign 
Affairs, had himself sugg(*st(‘d to (Jouiit Luxhurg 
the sinking of i\rg(‘ii( in(‘ shi[)s without 
l<‘a\'ing a tra.ee ! Jt was suhst'qiieiil ly pro\’ed 
hy flirt lier puhliealion of the Oerman riqirii- 
siaitat i v<‘’s dispatches and of his ( loxernment’s 
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A HERD OF LLAMAS. 

The Llama is bred in the hiffher parts of Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia, and^ its wool* like that of the 
Alpaca, constitutes a staple export of those countries. 
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rnplioft that tho Germaa Govornment was fully 
infonuod and approv<Ml of his “ diplomacy.” 

Undotcrrod by the dismissal of ('oimt Lux- 
burg, public opinion at Buenos Aires continued 
to display intense indignation, in remarkable 
contrast to the fion-cominiltal complacency of 
Senor Jrigoyen’s Cabinet. On S('})tember 20, 
by 23 votes to 1, tJi<^ Senate approved a 
minute in favour of a rupture with Germany. 



COUNT LUXBURG, 

German Minister at Buenos Aires until 
September, 1917« 

On tho night of the 22nd tho Minister for 
Foreign Affairs announced in tho Chamber 
that ho had asked Germany for satisfactory 
i‘xplanations, failing which tho Argentine 
(Jovernmont would adopt extreme measures. 
Just as the Chamber of Deputies was about 
to vote for the severance of iliploinatio relations 
it was informed that the following dispatch 
had been rec('iv(‘d from Berlin : 

The Imppriftl Covoninicnt koonly roarota wlmt ha5i 
happened, and ahsolutoly disiif)provea of the ideas 
expressed by C-ount buxbur^ on the method of carrying 
o«it suhinarine warfare. These ideas are personal to 
hiju. 'they liavc not had, and will not have, any 
itdlneneo on tho deeision and promises of tho Empire, 
(Sigiiod) Kuhhnann. 

In view of this official sacrifice of Iho diplo- 
medic scapegoat, the Chamher’s action was 
adjourned to the 25th, when tho vote in favour 
of an immcibate riipturo was adopted by 
53 to 18. Tho Cabinet was cx£X^ctod to take 


action accordingly, but nothing happened, 
all tho Govormnout’s attention being apparently 
concentrated on an opportunely instigated 
railway strike*. But the end of tho Luxburg 
revelations was not yet. On October 28 
messages from Kio do Janeiro wore pnblishetl 
in the Press of Buenos Aires, announcing that 
tho Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
had eontinned the statement that the further 
deciphering of the ex-Minister’s telegrams had 
revealed a plot for a German invasion of South 
Brazil. 'Jlie Argentine Press thereupon de- 
manded that the reticence of tho Govenirmait 
in regard to the Luxburg dispatches should 
cease and that it should either publish tho 
doe\imoiits in full or authorize foreign Govern- 
ments to publish them. On Novtauber 11 
these Brazilian intrigues were cheerfully <lis- 
avowed by tho BiTliii Foreign Office, Herr 
von Kiihlmann’s alacrity to disassociate the 
ex -Minister from all connexion with his Govern- 
ment betrayed Gernxany’s desperate anxiety 
lo avoid a rupture with Argentina, and Presi- 
tlcnt Jrigoyon wivs pleased to bo able to place 
iill r<*sponsibility upon Count Luxburg per- 
sonally. However, more was yet to come. 
On December 20 the Slate Department at- 
Washington published a further batch of t(Je- 
granis, one of which revealed iho fact, of 
international importance to South Americii, 
that (k>unt Luxburg had induced the President 
of the Arg(^ntine llepublic to endeavour to 
fonn a stnuct agreement with Chile and Bolivia, 
with a view to “ a luutnal mpprochemenl for 
their protection against- North America.” 
Indicative of the means which tho German repn^- 
sentative had employed for communicating wath 
tho Berlin Foreign Office, one of these dis- 
patches refers to his fear that liis “ secret 
wire ’* might have boon discovered. The secret 
agreement dispatch was as follows : 

August 1. — The rresideut has at last made up his 
mind to conclude secret agreement with Chile and 
Bolivia regarding a mutual rapproehomont for prot<H ■ 
tion via-d’Vie N. America before the Conference idea is 
taken up again. Saguier, with friendly Under-Secretary 
of State and full power, is en route lo . . . and Santiago. 

Statements by the Argentine Ministo* for 
F'oreign Affairs and by the President of Cliile 
denied the truth of Count Lttxburg’s state- 
ments in regard to the alleged negotiations, 
but public opinion remained uneasy and un- 
convincod. Meanwhile Count Luxburg’s own 
position had become one of extreme discomfort. 
Unable to obtain a safe conduct for Europe, 
he first a.skod permission to reside at an 
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CJifancia in the interior as a private citizen ; 
this was refused. He then endeavoured to 
make arrangements to go to ('hil(‘, but neither 
that country nor Uruguay nor Paraguay 
would receive the unwelcome giu'st. Finally, 
on October 7, he disappeared, and it was 
rumoured that he had left in a tug to join the 
steamer Keina Victoria Eugenia at thi^ mouth 
of the River Plate for Spain. It subsec juently 
transpired that he had attempted to t'seape^ 
into the interior; he was arrestc'd, brought 
V)aek to Buenos Aires and interned (October P2) 
on the island of Martin Oarcia, a result which 
TJte Times Correspondent at Buenos Aires 
attributed to “the pressure of popular indig- 
nation at liis remaining in the country.’* 
K(‘xt , an Argentine citizen applied for a writ of 
habmis corpus for the ex-Minister, claiming liis 
right to reside as a private individual in 
Argentina. Eventually, the British Govern- 
ment magnanimously graiitcid him a safe 
<*onduct on condition that he should sail by 
the Dutch s.s. Hollaiidia in November for souk) 
country bordering on (lermany. He was 
thereupon releascnl from intcjrnmont and 
restored to the German Eegation pc^nding his 


departure: but the strain had been too 
great, even for a German diplomatist, and ho 
was shortly afterwards admitted to a (uuiuan 
hospital suffering from mental and nervous 
breakdown. Exit Luxburg, sunk, not witiiout 
irac^es, by his own craft. The. fasliionablo 
world and tlu^ clubs of Buenos Aires regret t(‘d 
the disappearance of ou(‘ whose petulant 
outbursts of almost Kaiserlik(' tantrums luul 
long btH‘u a source of iimoi’iait m(‘rrimeut to 
the community. A very different indivitlual 
from the suave atid studious laixburg known 
to Peking diidoiuacy in formia* days was 
I jic‘ mailed-tist-and-shining-sword individual 
d<‘veloped in Ihu'nos Airi‘s by the bitter uses 
of advia’sity and the sensi* of increasing isola- 
tion. He endeavoured to eonsolt^ hims(‘lf 
and his compatriots for t h(‘ iindiguilied h(*lp- 
lessness of their position by e«)ntimial and 
cliildish protests on (‘VJ'ry eoneeivalde grouinl, 
asserting liis dignity at the I’laza Hotel (from 
whicli he refuseil to remove his unwelcome 
presemce) by declining to use tlu^ lift, in company 
with any follow guest of encMiiy nationality, 
and by many other similar displays of 'Peutouic 
tempi*!*. 



anti-german riots in BUENOS AIRES: THE GERMAN CLUB, WHICH WAS 
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At tlio close of the year 1917 the majority of 
the South American Kepublics had followed 
the example of the United States an<l otlicially 
declared their sympathy with the Allies. Tim 
two most notable exceptions wore Arg<mtina 
and Chile. In the latter country German 
influence had too long been firmly established 
in military, odu(;ational and clerical circles ; 
nevertheless, as has already been shown, this 
influence steadily deeliiKisd, while that of the 
Entente iixcnnised, as the war revealed German 
Kultur in all its frightfuliu'-ss. Popular senti- 
ment, hero as in Argentina, iiad been converted 
to the cause of the Allies long before the third 
year of the war ; but the Government, power- 
fully swayed by Roman Catholic influence and 
by fear of (Jerrnan reprisals, adhered persistently 
to its ])oliey of cautious neutrality. North 
America's (‘utry into th(^ war was not calculated 
t(» modify its attitude, for the reason that 
the United States have never b<‘en popular in 
('hile. To put the matter briefly, the Govern- 
ment at Santiago feared the United States 
more than (hirmany ; hirthermoro it showed 
itself to hO’ extremely jeahnis of anything 
savouring of infriiigement on its inde])eudcnt 
initiative. In April 1917, the Chilean (h)vern* 
ment intimat(Ml through its Minister in London 
that it did not feel called ujKm to follow the 
example of the United Statics and Rrazil for 
the reason that Chile’s sovereign rights had not 
bt'cn attacked by Gt^nnauy. If they were, 
( ’hile would be prompt to take suitable action. 
The tendencies of the oflieial class were indicated, 


even at this period, by the fact that the Chilean 
Government appointed a German as its Con- 
sular representative at Tampico, a danger 
point of friction, and that its Consul-General 
in Mexico City was also a German. In Juno 
it declined to place armed guards on board 
the interned Gernxau sliijis, citing in support 
the example of Argentina. But even the 
Cliilcan administration was shaken by the 
depths of depravity and duplicity revealed in 
the Luxburg dispatches, and towards the close 
of the year there was evidence in the Press of a 
growing sense of the disadvantages of national 
isolation. The action taken by the Peruvian 
Government, in severing relations with Ger- 
many (October 5), was not without weight at 
Santiago do Chile, for until the sinking of the 
barque Lorton, the attitudi* of Peru had been 
in all important respects similar to that of her 
neighbour. Nevertheless, at the end of 1917 
the attitude of the Chilean Government 
remained lo all appearances as it was when 
oflicially defined at the time of the United 
States entering the war, namely, that Chile 
would maintain lii^r impartial neutrality so 
long as slu' was not t ho object of direct attack. 

At the bc'ginning of the war the flagrant 
violations of Chilean neutrality committed by 
(k^rinan warships in Chik’ian waters and the 
assistance rendered to tln^se warships by vess(‘ls 
clearing from Chilean ports led to a situation 
which, htvl it developed, might easily have 
embroiled Chile with the Allies. But the 
action taken by the Chilean authorities in 
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suppressing the activities of Cenaau wireless 
stations and supply sliips of the Kosrnos lino 
relieved tho strain liroducod by earlier incidents: 
moreover, the spontaneous attacks by tho 
crowd at Valparaiso on the Cleriuan Consulate 
and Jiank were a compt*nsating feat lire. Even- 



URUGUAYAN GAUGHOS. 


tually tho undeniablt^ violation of Chilean 
territorial waters by the Urilish squadron 
which sank the Dresden (March 14, 1915), closi* 
in shore off Juan Fc^rnandez, was tacitly 
accepted on bothsidt^s as a squaring of account s, 
lit I ingly tenninatiul by 8ir Edward ( h*ey\s ample 
apology. Tlie Chilean Press expri'ssed com- 
plete satisfaction with “ the happy conclusion 
of the incident” and contrasted the Jlritish 
Covernment’s prompt cwvnkdo, with Germany’s 
failure to reply to five ])rotests lodgi'd by th<‘. 
t’hilean Govermnent bidaveiMi Di'cciuber 1914 
and .May 1915. 

Similarly, the Chilean Press strongly sup- 
po t(Hl the action of tlie United States in 
Fe}>ruary 1917. According to The Times 
Correspondent at Valparaiso, the efteet of the 
German declaration of unrestrictiMl submarine 
warfare was “ to undo the work of 21 years of 
laboured propaganda.” The Chilean Govern- 
ment defined its position in reply to Mr. 
Wilson’s Note by declaring that “ GtTinany’s 
declaration implied a restriction of the rights 
of neutrals which could not be accepted.” 
After the United States declaration of war the 
position of Chile became one of considerable 
<li(hculty, especially in view of the future of the 
nitrate trade with North America. Following 
upon several mootings of the Cabinet it was 
decided that Chile had no valid reasons to take 
separate action in support of the United States, 


while Argentina was obviously liolding back. 
The attitude of the Chil(‘an Government was 
likewise influenced by the fact that Germany 
held £2,500,000 of convei'siou funds and that 
she had confiscated Chilean iodine (just as sh«‘ 
confiscated Brazilian colTei‘) in German luinds, 
for which Chile could not hope to rec(‘ive 
payment except in the shape of German ships. 

In Argentina at the beginning of the war 
th<*re were sev(‘ral ri'asons to make prudiait 
neutrality a popular policy. In the first ])hu*e, 
the Argentine army had been trained by German 
ollicers and worrs German uniforms, like tlie 
armies of Chilt^ and Paraguay. Pelief in 
German military power was therefiire almost 
universal ; just as, thanks to the German 





A ROUGH ROAD IN ASUNCION, 
PARAGUAY. 

banks, was t he belief in Gi'rman trade organiza- 
tion The stout defence put up by invaded 
Pelgium and the barbarities inflicted upon her 
brave jieojile wiTe the first fa<rtors in enuUing 
a definite anti-(h‘rman ft‘eling throughout 
Argentina, The shooting of Mr. Hummer, the 
Argi'iitine Vhce-Consul at Dinan, by the Giu'rnans 
increas(‘d this tVeling. The Times t\)rre.spondent 
at Buenos Aires reporti'd (October 9) that 
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there was much public irritation at the Govern- 
mont 8 failure to obtain satisfixetion for this 
outrage, and “it was feared that tlio inactivity 
of the Government might' give rise to a wrong 
impression abroad.” Unfortunately, many sub- 
sequent events teiulod to create the impression, 
especially after the election of Senor Hipolito 



DR. FEIdClANO VIRRA, 

President of Uruguay. 

Irigoyen to the Vresideney (June 12, 
that public opinion in Argentina does not 
exercise the driving ])owcr or the iiifluenct^ 
in public affaiiN which in theory it possesses, 
and this because of its cosmopolitan and 
conglomerate nature, INToreover, as the atti- 
tude of Senor Irigoyen proved, the policy of 
Argentina is constitutionally inclined rather to 
base itself on the cxigesicies of the situation in 
South America than to take a wi<le view of 
world politics and international agreeunents. 
Kivalry with llra/il for the predoiuinaid posi- 
tion in the Sent lun*n Cont inent has been, and r<^- 
mains, a determinant factor of Argentine policy, 
and the fac^t that llrazil is more American- 
ized than Argentina affords in itself a partial 
explanation of the latter’s refusal to follow the 
lead of the United Statics against Gennany. 
Finally, there can be no doubt that to the 
Clerical influences brought to bear upon Presi- 
den Irigoyen and some of his advisers must 
be ascribed in grc‘at measure his disregard of 
the scnitiments \inmistakably expressed by 
the majority of his countrymen and (»f th<* 


fMlvice of Congress. At certain moments in 
1917 the attitude of his Government seemed 
to l>e w’avoring, in the face of some particularly 
strong demonstration of public irritation (as 
after the sinking of the Monte Protegido), but 
on each occasion Germany was ]irompt to sav^^e 
the face of the Government and to enable it to 



DR. MANUEL FRANCO, 

President of Paraguay. 

justify its passivity by a])parent1y graceful 
concessions. The Argentine reply to Gcnnaiiy’s 
dt'claratioii of indiscriminate submarine warfiire 
express(*d regret that the Emperor should have 
deemed it necessary to adopt such extreme 
measures, but added that “the Republic’s 
conduct would continue to be based on the 
fundamental priuci[)les of international law 
In subsequc'iit conversation with the German 
representative, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
explained that the Republic could not agree 
to the German blockade, and that it desired 
to reserve its freedom of aetJoii with a view 
to initiating peace negotiations, should occasion 
arise — to avail itself, in fact, of the opportunity 
to secure the disputed leadership of South 
America. Public opinion was frankly disap- 
pointed and convino:d that the original terms 
of the Note had been reduced to non-committal 
mildness by the President ; furthermore, that 
a splendid opportunity of establish ng the 
solidarity of the leading South American 
Republics had been sacrificed to the desire to 
adminis er a rebuff to the United States. It 
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ifl of interost that at this jiincturo much Gorman 
gold was being remitted to Buenos Aires from 
Xorth America. 

On February 26 the Buenos Aires Press 
reported tliat the Argcntino Government luul 
taken the lead in a movement for joint action 
by the South American Republics to offer 
mediation to the belligen'nts and to discmss 
measures for tlie protection of th(M‘ • own 
mutual interests. This idea of a. J^atin- 
Ainerican Conference, subs«Mi(uently mooteil ou 
several occasions, was doomed to futility by 
reason of the conflicting interests and opinions 
of those concerned. At the <aid of 1017 even 
President Irigoyen a])pt‘ars to have recogniztul 
its hopelessness (at that date only Mexico had 
<lefinitely promised to attend), but during th(‘ 
critical period after the Unittsl States’ s(‘verainee 


t)f relilt ions with Germany it frequently served, 
as Count Luxburg’s dispatches siiow, ft) com- 
plicate the issues and to divert public attention. 

Brazil’s ruptim^ with Germany on April II 
creat no little siuisation in Buenos Aires. 
An ollicial statenuMit issued by the Argentine 
Government on the night of the loth announce.! 
that the Governnumt supported the position 
tiikeii up by t h(^ Gniti'd States in r.dV'riMiee to 
(u'rmany ; this was tollow.'d by enthusiast ic pro- 
Ally deiuoust rations in the capital. But thost^ 
w ho t bought t hat Argi^iit ina was now deliniii^ly 
committed to an attitude of activi^ ‘^ympjithy 
lor the cause of the Allies were speedily un- 
de(M‘ived; on the 16th the German represi'iita- 
tive lodged a pr.>test, .igiiinst the diMiionst rations 
which ha.l takim placid (in which the German 
Leg.Uion and Consulate ha.l beiMi attacked) after 
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tlio Montis l^roto#?id() inciden . Argoiitiiie 

( Joveniinoiit n-! plied by demaac ling an explanii- 
tion through its Minister in Berlin ; Clennany 
thereupon agreed to make reparation an<l to 
salute the Argentine flag. Honour was thus 
satisfied, and, in the words of The Times 
C^>rresj)ond<*nt at Buenos Aires, “ discussion 

the projc'ct for a South American Conference 
temj)orarily (jversJuid<)\ved the Monte Brotegido 
ineidetit.” 

During May and June the Argentine Govern- 
m(‘nt’s altitu<l(' continui'd to give evidence of 
decick'dly benevoU'iit t (‘tidencii's towards GtT- 
niany. Its u.etion in placing an embargo on 
wh«‘at exj)orts was so obviously directed against 
Great Brit a.in and lu'r Allies that it evoked a 
threa.t. from tlie Cnited States to prohibit 
shipments of coal ((► Arg<‘ntina, and the l^ritish 
Minist(‘r at Bikmios Aires advisc'd the diversion 
<>f British shipping from Argentina* i)orts, 
t'arly in .liuu^ p<‘rniission was grant<^d for the 
(‘stal)lishment of a. wireU'ss teh'graph station 
to provid(‘ direct communii'at ion between 
Argetitina and Germany, 'riie first we<‘k of 
.Inly, however, brought the sinking of twomon' 
Ai'gcMitine vess<*ls by (Jeriua.n sul.)marines, tla* 
Oriana and tlu‘ Toro, followed by a fresh out- 
burst of ])ublic iiulignation. Negotiations with 
Germa.ny ensiu'd ; in a Note dispatched on 


July 4 the Bey)ublic demanded guarantees 
that the Argentine flag would henceforth be 
respected wherever found, and, as Germany 
evadtMl the issue, a categorical Note was sent 
to Berlin early in Aiigust. On August 2(> 
Germany’s friends at Buenos Aires, led by 
Senor Demaria, President of the Chamber, and 
tt group of Catholic (k^puties, came forward 
and submitted a manifesto to the President, 
urging maintenance of Argentina’s neutrality 
and supporting the Pope’s peace movement. 
Two days later GcTuiany’s reply to the Argen- 
tine Note ]jromis(Ml compensation in the Toro 
case, and the Government hastened to proclaim 
the result as a triun\ph of diplomacy for the 
Bepublic. Then came the Luxburg dispatches, 
revealing the manner in which Sehor Irigoyvui 
and his advisers had lu^en cajoU'd and the 
ArgiMitiiH* people duped, with th(^ results 
already recorded. On Septt‘mb('r 25 7’Ac 
Times Correspondent at Buenos Aires (assum- 
ing a breach with Germany lo be inevitable) 
t(‘legraphed a report that the Government’s 
naval and military mobilizations were probably 
being made with a v'iew to sending a contingtmt 
to Burope ; on the otlua* hand, they might 
only bt^ intt‘ud(‘d to deal with the railway 
strike. On the 27th he <lescribed the anti- 
German demonstration of the previous day 
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THE CAPITOL, BUENOS AIRES: THE SEAT OF THE ARCBNTINE LECISLATURE. 


as ovcTwheliiiiiif!; ])r(>()f of tlio stn'iigtli of pii}>lic 
opinion; it was oinphasizcd by similar doinon- 
st rations in Uruguay and Paraguay, both thoso 
States evidently expecting Argcnlina to take 
the lead at last. But Pres itl out Jrigoyen was 
not to be sliaken from his policy of inaction 
either by votes of the (diamber or by otlitT 
manifestations of the will of the people. On 
th(' contrary, he ])roeeeded to convert the inter- 
national situation into a question of party 
jxilitics ami to make support of his neutrality 
a test of loyalty for the tladical Party which 
had elected him to otlice. Bv(*n llrugmiy's 
severance of relations with tJermany (October 7) 
tailed to move him, though its elTect upon tlu^ 
ntnour propre of his countrymen was un- 
mistakably retlected in th(^ Jiuerios Aires Press. 
As one Republic after another took imlepend<*nt 
action in s\ij)port of the fundamental ideals 
of civilization, Sehor Irigoyen's hojxi of forming 
a South American League of Neutrals wtvs 
reduced to undignified futility. Early in 
October there were rumours of grave dissensions 
and resignations in his (cabinet. Nevertheless, 
the President remained firm in his policy of 
neutrality. Thus matters stood at the close of 
the year, Argentina, the leading ” Republic, 


lagging b(‘hind the flowing tide of South 
American sentiment in a backwater of ojjpor- 
tunism. 

'Phe H(‘public of V<MU'zucla dcclim'd to take 
any action in n*gard to (hTinany’s submarine 
campaign in F(d)ruary P)17, although strongly 
urged to do so by the United States ( lovernment 
on the curious gnumd that- th(^ Venezuelan 
(lovernment had received no direct communica- 
tion from (lermany in the matt(*r. The 
Presidential nu‘ssage on the subject contained 
nothing more than platitudinous ex])r(^ssions of 
go<Mlwill towards imm. But the internal con- 
dition of Venezuelan politics in H)l()-17 was 
of a nature to prt'cludi^ any n^asonalile hopi' 
of the country’s }u*hi(^ving an enlight<m(‘d 
foreign ])olicy. Indeed, towards the end i»f 
P,H7 it seiMiied mon^ than probable that. 
President (loniez’s cup of wieke<ln<‘ss must- 
overflow ami n('cessitat(* forcible, int(*rvention 
by the United States for tlu- protection of life 
and property and the maintenancti of int(‘r- 
national amcnitic's. llis rcf/o/ic of summary 
arrest S; plunder and j)eculation became a 
matter of concern to the Allies in August 1917, 
when, by his ord(*rs, two newspapers favourable 
to the Entente and opposed to Venezuela’s 
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(»t' ntMitnilil y wcrt) arbitrarily 
suppn^ssrd. Iri .luim tlio (Hcr-aot iv’(‘ I’olc*- 
funk(‘n (‘(>nij)aiiy wen* n(‘‘»otia.tiiig for t ho 
oroctioii of a \\irol<*ss stati(ai on an island off 
< ho Vontvaioln.n ooas( . In fa^t, tliront;hont 
all till' ])olit iojilly distressful and morally baok- 
ward ri'^don that li<‘S to tIuMiorthof tlu^ Aina/on 
and on the shores of tht‘ Caril)bean Sea (k‘r- 
matiy's ajjjents \\-en' pi'rsistiuitly aetiv<'. 

ddie attitude of tkMia.dor, lik(> that of V(*ne- 
zuela, was to a. ^reat <'xtent d(‘t(U’mined at tho 
outset by jea.lous suseeptibilit i('s and f<‘ars of 
int(^rh'r('nc(' in Ihm* internal affairs by the 
Ihiited Sla.tes, espeeia,lly as regards the vexinl 
(pK'stion of her tinaneial obliga-tions. ddit* 
eoiuitry suffered s *\’erely, aft(‘r th<' second year 
ot the war, fi’oin lack of coal, as the riisult of 
which ra.il way i-ouaimni eat ions were frecpiently 
suspi'ndcMl. Piiblii’, ojiiniou, w’h(*nev(*r it found 
expression after Ura/.il's declaration of war 
aga.inst (k'rina.ny, was opposed to President 
AForeno’s policy of lukew’arin neutrality, 
but its inclination towards th(' cause' of tho 
Allies was base'd more' often on commercial and 
financial grounds t ha.n ou intelligent appre- 
ciation of the moi’a.l issue’s of tlu’ l']uropt>an 
e'ouflict. In P.) 1 7 a iua.i'ked change took 
])lace, how'i'ver, and in August tlu' (lovernmenb 
intiiuate'd its rcadiiK'ss to follow' tho examjdo 
ot the I niti'd State’s and Brazil if assurcel of 
taeilitie’s lor the* importation e>f jute, ce)al and 
me>ney ; (Ire’nt Britain wa.s alse> askenl te) allow 
a (‘crlain amount of e’oe*e)a te> be‘ importeMl from 
KcnaeleM’ into Kiiglmiel. ddie' Be’pnblic’s rela- 


tions whth (Jjermany we're finally .s(W'e*reel on 
De'ce'inbe'r 7. 

'rhroughe>ul- the' re'st, eif (V'ufral anel Se)uth 
Ame'i’ie’a the^ tiele' e>f publie* opinion tnrne'el 
ele'cide'elly against; the (Vntral Pe>we>rs aft(M' 
lA'brnary, 1!)17. Be>livia stwe're'd hor relatie'>ns 
with (k'rmauy e>n April Ilk fe>rmally intimating 
he’i* inte'ntie>u te> suppeu’l. unrese'rve'elly the; 
Ameriewi ])oli(‘y of Brazil, w'lu're' the; ( Je'rman 
Ministe'r had re'e'e'ivoel his piissports tw'e) days 
e'arlier. P>olivi}i. hiul her own grounds e>f (’om- 
plaint a-gainst (Je'rma.ny by re ason of the; sinking 
of the' Tubantia, at teie’ke'el by a subma-riim in 
iK'ntnil w'aters. In Kebreuiry the' (le)vernment 
anne>une’e;el its inte‘nlie>;i eif su[)pe>rting the poliey 
of the' Llnite'el State's, anel e>rganizod a special 
missie)n to Pc'rii. t\)le)inbia, Wnezuela and 
Ke’uaeleir te> urge* upon f he'st' lie;pnbli('s the; 
aelvisabilit y of je>int actiem. 

Afte'i' el long jee'i’iod e_>f anxie)ns he'sitatiein, 
induced partly by fears e>f em en'ineel (tornnm 
ce>le>nists’ inv'eisie>n freun Se)nthe‘rn Brazil, einel 
partly by the example e>f Arge'iit ina’s persistence 
in neutrality, the; Ke'public e>f Uruguay severeel 
its diple>matie’ anel e*e)nnuereMal relatie)ns with 
tk'rmany e>n ()cte)be*r 7, BU7. There w'tis never, 
at any time, any r<'M.I ele>ubt as te> the; sym- 
pathie's e)f this small but. highly enltureel anel 
progre'ssi\'e' Stale* ; the cautious j)rnelence of its 
(h>vernme'nt ehiring the ea.rlier stagc;s e>f the; 
conllict was ineluce'el by traditional rece)gnition 
of the* country’s highly vuhmraFde pe>sition. 
Because; e>f its situatie>n as a buffer State* 
bet wee'll Argentie.a anel Brazil, the* fore;ign 
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policy of Uruguay has always boon doniin- tho Uovorniuout- rov(>k(‘<l its UiHn'os of no»i- 

at-ed by South Ainoricaii rather than inter- trality in favour of tlu' hkitiuitt*, to tho uiaiiift'st 

national corisidorations, and by a very sat isfaction of tlio natio’i. No s|ji‘oin(; reason 

natural desire to av'oid doing anything at- wtis given to the (h'rinan Minister for handing 

the? instance of eitlic'r of thes(' riv'al States him his j >ass ports ; it was g(‘nera,lly slatt'd hy 

which might give umbrage and a cause of the Press t o lu^ due t o t ho (hmu-nment’s d<‘siro 

offtuieo to th<i otlier. Tii tlu^ ])rosent instance, to cmpli isizt* Pan-Auu'riean solidarity anil to 

so long as Brazil s attitude remained undefini'd, emphiiHsizo the country’s eondemnatioii of 

it would have been folly tor the I ruguayan Cermany’s metliods of waging war. The joint 



SENOR JOSft PARDO, (lENKRAL (JOMRZ, 


President of Peru. President of Venezuela in 1917. 


(Jovi-rnment to di'idaro for tlu* Allies, and thus 
risk tlie ])ossibility of an arint‘d incursion of 
[)redatory (Germans from over the Hrazilia.n 
frontier. Moreover, apart from the loea.1 
a,sj)eet.s of the ])rol)l<'m, tlu* Uruguayan (ioverii- 
ment hoped t o obtain from England, hTan<;e and 
Italy certain political adv^antages in return for 
iollowing the example of tlie United vStates and 
Brazil, namely, the signature of a 'IVeaty of 
Arbitration, originally j)roposed in 1914, 
wh(‘reby all disputes would be settleil by arbi- 
tration and without diplomatic intervention. 
Until the visit of the United States squailroii 
to Montevideo, at the end of duly 1917, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs was not disposed to 
riwoke the Pepnblic’s neutrality Decrees in 
favour of tlie Allies, pending fi satisfactory 
coneliision of this Treaty (£U(‘stioii. After th<^ 
overwhelming demonstration of welcome given 
hy tJie citizens of Montevideo to the American 
squadron it becaitio cviilcnt that. Uruguay 
^'ould not wait ruuch longer for the. exjiected 
lead from Argentina. On OctohiT 15, a week 


resolution of both Ibmses i>f (\)ngress in fa.vour 
of the ruptiiri' of relations was n-dopted hy 
195 Vol(‘S to (). 

It is an interesting fact that the South 
Ameri(*aii lh‘puhlie wliieh ha-d alt raided hy far 
the largest iiunihiM’ of (h*rma.ii eolouist.s, Bra.zil, 
should liave heiai the first, to di^elare war on 
(lerinauy a fact which go<‘s to show that the 
Teuton does not iilentify or ingratiate liimselt 
with the Latin country of his ad(»ption. 'The 
large (jjerman seftlemimts in the South(*rn 
States of Brazil -Parana, Santa (^wthariua and 
llio Urando do Sul— had long been a souri“«> of 
anxiety to the Brazilian ( Joveriuneiit , ^Nhuiy 
thoughtful writers had drawn a.tteiition to the 
ilangers arising from thi’! impvr'nnn in uHjxrtn 
whieli l-hiiy Jiail gradually hef^u allow<‘d to 
<*n*ate in tliese fertih* [>ro\ Srhor (Jareia 

(/alderdn in his work on “Lii.tin Anierii‘a ” 
pointed out that the lioO.hoe (lerinans estal)- 
lished then; enjoy rights (»f self government, 
despise tin* half-castes and negroes a.iid livi^ in 
ari.stoeralie isolation.” The (German colonies 


after 



lht*y had re- 
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MULE TEAM CARRYING WINE FROM SAN RAFAEL, ARGENTINA. 


tiiiuod tho laiij^uage, traditions, and prejiidiceH 
of thoir nativ'o country. 

'i’hoy protidly coatmst, tho innj^riifioont. dostiiiios of tho 
Vatorhuid with Itio turhulont fodomlisrn of the Itm/alian 
States. 'Pho colotii/.ation coin]ianios afliliatod to tho 
pow('rful nod aotivo bardcs (osp<;<?ially tho “ Deutsche — 
Uborseoischo ”) an? oxtondiujj; th<' [>rosaio 'routonio iu'j'O- 
mony throu^di Brazil and tho whole of Jaitin Amorioa. 

Scidior Sylvio llonicro, discussing tlu^ perils 
of the (Joriuan expansion in A Atnerica Latina 
in 1907, advised t litit tlu^ teaching of Fortuguest* 
be made compulsory in t he German s(‘ttlements’ 
scliools, that the creation of hirge land trusts be 
prohibited, tlmt military colonies slionld be 
esttiblished in tlu' tlm^atentHl rt'gions and 
indigenous centres (Teat<?d among tiio (Jernuiu 
st'ttlt‘rs. (icrman writers had justified these 
fears. One of them, Milkau, declared “ we are 
efT<>eting a iu;w conquest, slow, jiersistent and 
])}tcilic in the mt'ans enij)loyed, but terrible in 
its ambitious intt'iition.” Another (Ilentz) 
proj)hesied that the OiTinans vvH>uld eventually 

kill off the sensual and foolish natives who 
Ji»i,vt‘ built up their societies u])on thr sph-ndia 
soil and liav<* (h*gra(h'd it by their turpitude.” 
Small wonder that the “foolish native” 
compared tlu's^^ truculent self-invited guests 
with the loyal eitizensliip and assimilative 
quality of the Italian settlers in tli dr midst. 
Kven at Petropolis, tlu' headquarters of <liplo- 
niacy near Kio, tbe (h'rman community was a 
law unto itself, its religion, education and poli- 
tical aspirations supplied and controlled from 
Bt'rlin. A writer in The Times pointed out at 
the beginning of the war (Septemb^'r 22, 1914) 
the t4Mid(‘ncy of their organized system of petice- 
ful penetration. 

Little .s.'iTct is riuule in Oorinany [he Hai<l] of the 
political aspirations towards tho eventual posse.ssion of. 


fti all events, the vast and fertile regions in the south of 
Brazil ; a map of “ Antarctic Germany,” comprising at- 
lea.st those torritories, has already been publishctl, if nol 
at the instigation or with the approval, at l(?ast with Ih 
taedl sanction, of the Gorman Government. 

All f heso dreams were based on the assump 
tion that the United States would not take par 
in the war and tliat America would be unable t< 
mainttiin tlte Monroe doctrine once German'^ 
htwl reduced Europe to submission. The actua 
result of the war was to arouso the rulers 
and pt'ople of Brazil to their danger. They 
htid l(‘arned the real significance of these 
(icrman colonitvs in their midst and would no 
long(T tok'rate litem on the old footing. 
German towns like Porto Al(‘gre (the capital 
of Hio GramU^ <lo Sul) would either have to 
change* their methods and manners to conform 
to Brazilian ideas of good citizenship or tli(?y 
w’tndd become centres of dAuitonic emigration 
on a large .scale. 

(Jw'ing to the insidious influences of German 
finance and the widespreatl ramifications of tlu* 
German credit, .system in commerce, and also 
because of the general detachment of jtublie 
opinion in Brazil front Euro})oan affairs, whicli 
af. the o\ifset obscured the real causes and 
m(;aning of the war, the attitude of tho average* 
Brazilian during the first two years of the w^a:’ 
was eliara(?torized by aloofness. But aftei 
the sinking of the Lusitania, all Germans wen 
(‘Xpelled from the Club Central at Rio ; then* 
after Port\igal took her place with the Allies 
and tlie main issues became clear to the Bra 
zilian people, the artful piping of the Gormai; 
propagandist fell upon deaf ears, and the wort 
f)f the patriotic L igapelos Alliados heceimo mon 
and more popular. As Germany’s methods <>■ 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


SB 


barbarism in warfare developed, sympathy witli 
the Allies became more generally manifest. 
The Gennan band, which continued to earn its 
livelihood by making music in the streets of 
Rio, had become tactfully cosmopolitan by the 
summer of 1916 ; its repertoire included the 
“ Marseillaise ” and even “ Tipperary,” That 
the Germans were wise in walking delicately 



DON JOSfi N. GUTIEKREZ GUERRA, 
President of Kolivia. 


was shown by the outbursts of |) 0 ])ular hiding 
which took place after the United Stales’ 
declaration of war -serious anti-t iermaii riots 
occurnMl at i’orto Alegrt'* and Sfio Paolo in 
April and by the increasing ev'idence of public 
dissatisfaction with the Minister for Foreign 
Adairs, Dr. Lauro Miiller, whose German 
extraction and ])roclivities were <‘ontinually 
attacked until his ri'signation (May 2, 1917). 
After the sinking of t he l^irami, the Liffd prlos 
AUkidos urged the contiscation of all arms ludd 
by the Uonfederation of Gennan Rifle Clubs in 
South Rrazil and the establishment (»f ptu'ina- 
nent supervision over all German resid<*nts. 

The position of the Rrazilian Government 
in regard to the war and the expression of its 
active sympathy for the cause of the Allies 
were adected by several considerations upon 
wliich little stress was laid by the Brazilian 
Press. There was not only the traditional 
rivalry between Argentina and Brazil to be 
taken into account ; inter-State rivalries and 


jealousii\s within the Republic frequofitly 
proved detrimental to the expression of a 
united national policy, d’hus, for example, 
when tho proposal to sever relations with 
Germany came to the front in April 1917, tlu^ 
State of Sao Paolo was not at lii*st prepan'd 
to support it unless Great Britain and her 
Allies would undertake to guarantee payuneat 
of the sum of £l),00(),l)()0 tine to tlu^ Sao Pm>lo 
Ireasury by Germany for coffee seized at 
Ihuiiburg and Antwc'rp. Moreover, certain 
political repres(uitatives of this rich and 
powerful State were op[)os('d to supporting 
Great Britain, on the ground that the British 
c*mbargo on coffee Inwl bt'cii imposed with 
the object of eoi‘reing Brazil, and that to submit 



DR. JOS6 VICENTE CONCHA, 
President of Colombia. 

to this embargo was th(*refor(^ inconsistent 
with t he nation’s dignity ; in t he same way 1 hey 
weri‘ oppos(*d to the seizure of tlu^ Gennan 
shi])s intern<‘d in Brazilian harbours, on the 
ground that it would afford Germany a pretext 
for refusing to pay for tlie requisit ion(‘d e<»|fee. 
Dr. Lauro Miiller, to giv'(‘ him his due, was by 
no means the principal en^itor of the dinieulties 
with whi(d» thc^ pro-Ally element in the Govern- 
ment had to conttnid ; in fact, liis (k*rnian 
supporters in his nativ«‘ State of Santa ( -atharina 
attacjked him just as fiercely for his lack of 
proper Gi*nuan feelings as his enemies did for 
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his pro-German tendencies — fair evidence that 
as Foreign Minister lie did liis best to play an 
impossible part. The President of the Republic, 
Dr. Wenceslao Hraz, was for a long time 
opf)Osed to severing relations with (fcrmany - 
ill fact, until public opinion became too strong 
for him. llis attitude was influenced, no 
doubt, by tactful regard for the critical finan- 
cial condition of the Republic (currency depre- 
ciation had reached 55 pcir cent, in February 
1917) and by his anxiety to avoid all appearance 
of allowing Brazilian policy to be dictati'd, 
or even suggested, from the (>utside. 

After the sinking of the Brazilian steamer, 
Paran « (April 4), State and party oj)inions alike 
gav<‘ way to a sense of the nation’s dignity 
an<l responsibilities. In answering the (Jerman 
submarine Nott^ on Fi'bruary 0, Brazil had 
announced her intention to hold (h'rmany 
icsponsible for whatever consequences might 
< nsue from these threats against neutral ship- 
ping. Discussing tlu’i sinking of tlu; Parana, 
with the loss of several of her ermv, th<‘ Minister 
for Fonagn Affairs at Rio sai<l ; “ The whole 

world has seen how ])rudent Brazil’s attitialc 
has been in the past ; it shall now see how 
linn her attitude will ]>e in tlu*. future.*’ After 
a (idjinet uKuding h(*ld on April 9, the Presiilent 
declared liimself “ (let<’i mined to act with tJie 
spirit ik'inandetl by the national dignity." 
'fhe (hu'inan Minister rt‘C(‘iv<‘d his passports 
oil tlu^ lllh. Bis j)ropt)sal to discuss com- 
pensation for the loss of the Parana was ignored. 

The. Brazilian Press was by no iiK'ans satisfit'd 
with the severance of diplomatic relations; 
even llu‘ semi -oil icial () J*az was in favour of 
war with Germany. But six months were to 
elapse before' the Government was ])repared 
to take this step. In the ojiinion of the 
«‘\ecutivt> at the end of April the situation was 
('(nisideretl equivalent to a state of war, but it 
was left to Congn'ss to ilecree this state and 
to ])ut it into cxcicution. On May 22 the 
Chamber of De])uties rev’okt'd the DecretJ of 
April 23 whereby Brazil had ])r()claimed lii'r 
iKMitrality as betwi'cn the Unitc'd States and 
th(' Central T’owers. On June 2 the Govern- 
ment took possession of 45 (Jerman vessels 
(235,191 tons) interneil in Brazilian j)orts. 
At this time Senhor Milo Peyanha, a former 
President of the Republic, had succeeded Dr. 
bauro Miilk'r as Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


embargo on coffee, Brazil’s chief export staple. 
There is no doubt that had it not been for 
this agitation, and for the financial difliculties 
created by the drastic*, limitation of coffc'c shi])- 
ments, Brazil would have joined (he Allic's 
much sooner than she did. At the end of 
July the coffee cpiestion was still a vc'ry vexed 
one, but tlm situation was rc^lieved at the 
beginning of August when France rc'inovc'd 
her rc'st rictions on the trade and arranged to 
])urchasc^ a year’s supply. CJreat Britain was 
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also ])rt*pan‘d to allow shi[)ments to b(* resumc'd 
on thci understanding that the' (Jerman vc'ssi'Is 
should b(‘ usi'd for the' [)nri)osc', but t he Brazilian 
( Jovernint'ut was not (lispos(‘d to accc'pt this 
c’ondition. Mc'anwhile pn'liminary lU'get iations 
had takc'n plaec* with the Cnitc'd Stales, of a 
nature cal(*ulatc‘d to improve* Brazil's financial 
position and prospects, tlu'ir main objec-t b<*ing 
to ])ro\’id< arnmgeinc'nts whc'rc'by thc^ Cnitc'd 
Slates would assist Brazil with funds and 
cx[H'rt advice in the* reorganization and (*(jui])- 
inc'iit of hc*r dockyards, iron works and aisc*nals. 

On June 2S iJic^ Brazilian ( Jovc‘rnin«’nt 
revoked the D(*crc‘<‘s wdiich had proclaimed its 
neutrality in the war betwc'c'ii the Allic‘s and 
(Jermany; in official circlets at W’ashington 
this step was rc'garded as implying Brazil’s 
active participation in the* war, c*specially as 
it was follow'C'd by an intimation that tlu? 
Brazilian Navy (Ifi units) would cooperates 
with United Statc‘s warshijxs in patrol work 
on th<3 South Amc'rican coasf. W’ithout a 


llis« policy w^as frankly pro-Ally, but he found formal declaration of war, the' situation thus 

himself confrcaited, as his predc^ccssor had bt?en, crc*ated w*as undcjiiaVily irregular. Serdior 


l>y a strong agitation against Great Hiitiiiiii^ i i ItTininiili if iijjla ined it in May by saying that 
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“ Brazil was not <leclariiig waj* on anybody, 
hut inorcly dofending horself.” But it w»i.s 
evid<'nt that this stato of affairs could not bt's 
protracted indennit(^ly, even though Brazil 
might have no intention of sending any arined 
fore(js to Kurope. 'riie torpedoing of the Brazi- 
lian ((‘X-CJennan) ship Macilo olt the Spanish 
coast on October 22 afforded good and final 
grounds for a formal declaration of war, which 
was a(*t*ordingly t)roclaimed on the 26th. Tho 
vot(‘ in th(» ( Uiambiir was carried by 149 to 1. 
On November 3 a Presidential message to 
(\>ngr(‘ss advised, infer alia^ the cancellation 
of all (iontracts with ( JcTinans, tho control of all 
Oerman banks and commercial firms and tho 
internment of Oerman su8|3ccts. Thus, as 
tht' r(?sult of h(^r submarine campaign, Oermany 
liad d(*stroyed all her long labour of years, 
all her far-reaching plana in Brazil, one of the 
most in\portant of the countries overseas upon 
whose goodwill must (lepend her supplies 
of many raw materials in the lean years to 
eom<\ 

Peru’s attitude towjirds tho belligerents on 
both sides during the first three years of the 
war was one of dignified and imj)artial neu- 
trality, in many respects similar to that adojjted 
by lier n(*ighb<>ur, Chile. Tl)e Peruvian (Joverii- 
ment’s re[)ly to the tbiitod States Note on the 
subject of (J!(‘rmany’s submarine campaign in 
P(4)ruary 1917 was friendly but non-committal, 
and a similar attitude was adopted in reply 
to Brazil at t he end of April, when that 
Rei)ubli(^ communicated its severance of rela- 
tions with (lermany. In both cases the 
( lovernment’s action was endorsed by public 
opinion. In June a proposal to ])laco armed 
guards aboard the interned Oerman ships (10 
\cssels, aggregating 42,000 tons) was negatived 


by the Oovemment, following the example of 
Argentina. In September, however, the tor- 
pedoing of the Peruvian vessel Lorton and 
Germany’s subsequent disregard of the 
Peruvian Government’s ultimatum on the 
subject resulted in the severance of diplomatic 
relations (October 5) by a re.solution in Con- 
gress, voted by 105 to 6. Peru’s final opinion 
in regard to the war was shown by her agree- 
ment with Brazil in November to accept the 
Argentine Government’s invitation to a South 
American Conference only on condition that 
Argentina should bind herself also to sever 
relations with Germany. In October she 
offered the hospitality of her harbours to II is 
Majesty’s ships. 

Of tho (central American States, Panama 
severed her relations with Germany in April, 
1917, President Valdez signing a proclamation 
on April 7 couunitting Panama unreservedly 
to the as.sistance of tho United Stn,tes in the 
defence of the Canal. Cuba declared w^ar 
against Germany on the same day. Guatemala 
broke off relations on April 27, Honduras and 
Nicai’iigua in May. and Haiti and San Domingo 
in June. 

In less than a year, by the display of her 
insolent indifference to international law and 
civilized usage in warfare, Germany solidified 
public opinion against her throughout th<^ 
length and breadth of the South Atnerican 
continent, amongst nations which were destined 
by their peculiar economic advantages and 
resources to play no small part in the future 
history of the world. The wisdoju of tho 
Junker would have it so ; but the German 
nation was likely to repent at long leisure tho 
Berseker folly which had nnido the name of 
Germany a byword from Panama to Patagonia. 


CHAPTER CCXXIII. 


THE WESTERN OFFENSIVES OF 
1917: BULLECOURT. 


Situation on April 17 — The Oerman Devastation— ^Vpril 2.‘J : Battle of Oa\'rellk— Fontaine 
— Analysis of Three Days’ Operations — Results Achieved — April 28: Arleux —(Coopera- 
tion WITH the French -May 3: P'resnoy— The (.capture of Hullecourt — The Australians 
— rRKPARATlONS FOR THE BatTLE OF MesSINES— S iR DOUCLAS PIaIG’S STRATEGY. 


^ ^ gains made by the British up to 

I April 10 have been described in 
X (diapter CCXX. 

On April 10 the sun at first 
shone brightly, but was soon obscured. 'Por- 
rontial rain deseiaided, aeeompanic'd by a 
south-west gale. Notwithstanding the weather, 
fighting pro(!eedcd on the north and south of 
Leas, from which tliick volumes of smoko wc*re 
seen rising. A fierce struggle raged round 
Hill 70, near Loos, and Horne’s men ])u.sheil 
thi'ir way through the mining suburb of St. 
Pklouard, captured some machine guns and 
drew clo'^cr to the city along the Bethune road. 
South of Lens the enemy resisted stubbornly 
on the Arras road in the vicinity of the ('ulotte 
redoubt. Though Friiice Rupprecht may not 
have fathomed Haig’s intentions, it was no 
[)art of tho British plan to srpumder the lives 
of his men in the centfi^ of the mass of battered 
hoases. Lens was not such a dangerous salient 
in the Dorman as Ypre.s was in the British lim^s. 
1'he proper tactics were cleaiiy to snrrouiid, not 
storm, the city, and mcanwdiile to deluge it 
with high explosives and ga.s shells. 

The weather continued bad through the 
night, and on the 17th there were short bursts 
of watery sunshine alternating with squalls of 
rain and snow, driven before a howling wind. 
Throughout the day encounters took place 
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west and north-west of Lens, and along the 
region bctw(‘on Lens and Bullecourt our 
artillery kept up a tremcndoiLs bombardment 
wliich might or might not be the prelude t«) 
another pitchcMl buttle This day a sergiTUit- 
major of the (lerman 141st Kegimc'nt, lying in 
a hole before Vis »-n-Artois, a villngo on the 
roail from Arras to (.Cnmbrai bidow the Scarpe 
Heights in the valley of the (’ojeul, made an 
entry in liis diary which is a striking comment 
on the discomfort which his countrymen had 
to suffer when driv(‘ii out from the comfort- 
able lines they had held, and forced to 
remain in a luwv [)o.sition coiiijio.sod mainly of 
holes made by the British shells. 1’he diary 
coin])laiiLS ; 

It is misery to be hi'ro ; the do^.s at lioiue are better 
oil than ue arc. 'I’tie (list Kef^mnent is said to have 
bad heavy losses yesterday. Not half ttie nuMi ate 
left in .s«uno eompanies. It is a scandal that the troops 
who weit) hero htd'ore ^avt) up to tlie t'ni'iny siich com- 
fortablt!, such beautifully built positions, while we Itave to 
lie out hero in tho open, 'the Euj{lish are again hoiubard- 
ing the whole eonntry with their artillery as if they 
were nmd. 

South of the Bapaume-(Cambrai road the 
British approached close on bntli sides of the 
P6ronne-Cam})rai railway at two jinints. During 
the previous night they hatl captiinxl Tombois 
Farm, two miles east by south of Ep^hy, and 
they hatl gained ground along the .spur north- 
east of Ep^hy station on the railroad. Nearer 
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Carnlirai on the 17th they progressed west of 
the railroad in the neighbourliood of Havrin- 
court Wood 

North of liOns our line started at the 
Bethune-Lens roail, GOO yards' north of the 
latter eity, ran east of the suburbs of St. 
Pi(‘rre an<l Jeanne d’Arc through Riaurnont 
Wood to the Souehe/. river, "riienco it wont 
east of Cite M('‘ini<‘ourt through the Petit 
Hois, over the Arras-Lens road, about a 
quarter of a. iui!(! south La Coulotto. Tt 
then proeeed(Ml a inih; south of M(^rieourt in 
the direct ion of the Scarpe, passing west of 
Arleux-(‘n-( JoJi(‘lle, Oppy and Cavrello. The 
Scarpe was touched la tween Fampoux and 
ILeux. South of the river it twisted just 
east of Monchy-le-l’jiMix and west of Cue 
inappe, deseending into the valley of the 
(A)jeul east of Waneourt and Heninel. From 
Heninel, over the low ground, it ran south- 
eastwards round the (aids of tlu^ two Orman 
lines tit Ihilh'eourt aiai Quetmt, crossed 
the Rapaumt^Cambrtii road east of Houi-sies, 
and turiuHl south, traversing the western and 
southern ftic(\s of llavrincourt Wood, and east 
of (louzeaueourt, crossed tlie Peronne-Catnbrai 
ehausse(‘. Next to tin* etrst- of the Peromie- 
('ainbnii niilway it p<iss(‘d west of Uouehe 
Wood to Toinbois Farm, and between Tltirgi- 


court and Villoret struci? southwards to Le 
Verguier. From the latter village it turned 
eastwards, approaching the Cambrai-St. Quen- 
tin high road at Fricourt and Fayet, and finally 
went back b^ Francilly and Savy Wood, round 
the western environs of St. Quentin. 

Such was the situation on April 17 On 
the morning of the 18th, Horne’s troops 
captured some of the enemy’s trenches south- 
east of Loos, and during the night of tho 
17th-] 8th Allenby’s men gained ground north 
of the Searjie in the direction of Roeux. 
South-west of Quoant, near Lagnicourt, we also 
progressiMl, and in the morning of the 18th the 
village of Villers-Ouislain, south-east of (fou- 
zeaucourt, between th(^ Pth-onm^-Cambrai rail- 
roar! and the Seheldt-Sommo canal, was cap- 
tured. On the 1 9th, by which date the number 
of ( lorman guns capt urcfl since tho 9th amounted 
to 228, we advanced slightly south-east of Loos, 
east of Fam[)oux, and south of Monchy-Je- 
Pnuix, but the heavy and continuous rain 
delayed our movements. Before assaulting 
the Oppy-Queant, Drocoiirt-Queant and 
Queant-81. Quentin lines, it was necessary to 
bring foriiard tlu‘ heavy guns which had been 
so successful at tho Battle of Vimy-Arras, but 
the effect of tlie rain on the roads and on the 
ground diwastated l>y the (lermaiis retreating 
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PIONEER RELIEF PARTY PASSING PIONEERS RETURNING FROM THE TRENCHES. 


between Aims and St. QiK'Mliii rendered this a 
difficult and laboiinus operation. 

Friday, April 20, when the* w(*nther im- 
proved, was an uneventful day but' for tlu* fact 
tliat after dark the Hritisli dislodged the emeany 
from Oonnelieu, (iost of ( Jouze^aueourt and 
north of Villers-Ouisinin I’he village* wa^s on 
high ground; em the south-east there? was a 
drop of 75 ft. in 500 yards. Sunken roads, 
\\(?ll fortified, ])roteeted the apiu‘oach<.*s, but 
Tiothing could withstand the imjietuous charge 
of our soldiers. A ninnbeu’ of ])ris )n(^rs wt‘r(* 
cajiturcd, and when the* next day, Saturelay, 
April 21, the eiu‘iny atieTupte'd to recapture? 
this impe)rtant pe)st, he was caught by shell fire 
and re'tired precipitately, leaving be*hind hieu 
a trail of dead and woundeel. Tlie same day 
on the north bank of the Seaipe? we eelge*d 
towards Honix, while our line* was slightly 
a,dvanced south-west of Lens, two (lerman 
counter-attacks being beaten off. During 
Sunday, April 22, the fighting continued we^st 
and north-west of Lems, the enemy violently 
but fruitlessly counter-attacking. South' of 
the Bajiauine-Cainbrai road wo earriefl the 
southern portion of Trescault, a ruined village? 
just oast of Havrincourt Wood, which was by 
now almost isolated. The condition of Tres- 
eault may bo gathered from a German .solelier’s 
letter, found on a prisoner, written while the 
“ Hindenburg devastation ’ was being carrieil 
out.* 

'I’o give you u picture of our situaliuu I will go back 
in my mind a few dt\ys to ^J'rescaull. It is 8 p.m. 
Our cornpa^iy lias just rc'tunicd from trtJiich-digging. 
A beautiful scene? is pre^sented to our <?y(?s. A little 
later there euddt?nly arise flames, and Trescault is 


doomed to «le'<l ruei ion. I'A'erywheir (>\|»Io,ions an- 
heard. \ territie beat reaehev u-, 'I’lieii w'r, to(». an* 
seized with the madness of «lesi iiicl i«)ji and ^t-i lire to 
«*verything. All Treseunll i- in llame,-, and a jnar- 
vellons speetaele— one which I shall never forget meets 
the eye. On a little hill vlunds the woiuh-rlnl castle, 
spared by us tdl tlu' last Tneniont h*>eause we w(‘re 
(|uarler(Ml there. Ibit tlie easlle must go too, atid (juiekly 
llaiiK-s en\elop it. Wlu-re before were a peaceful 
)>eople atid a tlonri-.hing village is now a heap of ruins. 

Far, indeed, did tlie (h'stnietive Inry of the LVltHh 
extend, ami we can seareedy be looked n])oii as soldiers. 
When we are up al the front it is a- if we were tin' 
greatest criminals. 'I'lnis it is we do «)nr work of de^- 
Irm-tion in France. 

Pi<-tnre to yoursell how W(‘ live now not hUn- men, 
hnt like beasts. Far and wide there are no trenches, 
<mly hare fields and slumps of trees growing where 
once ina!i edios(‘n of (tod phmghed his tu-ld icid worke<l 
for wifi' atnl child. ’That is our i-(‘liri'meii( and o.ir 
part in if. My joiud eaimut dispel the <hirk thought 
that I shiil) not return. 

The obstacles encouuter(‘(| by Alleiiby's, 
Gough’s and Ibiwlinson’s forces moving acn?ss 
the region ih'vastated by llindenliurg’s oi’ders 
rendered such incidents as tht? capture of 
Gonneli(*u and Tresetuilt very mt'ritoritais. A 
Times corr(*spon(lent, on April 22, deseri}?cd 
what he saw when he ])nid a visit to the out- 
skirts of St. Quentin. 

1 have spent tlie la>t two days at the sonlh end of 
the battle front, working over new jiarts of llio area 
rec’cntly evaeuatiid by the enemy, and once more 
getting so ehise to St. (Jluentin that, though tin* air was 
thick, the details, not only of the PathiMlral hot id' tlu? 
ollK?r main Imihling^, wnre clearly \i,-ibli‘. 

All the eoimtry through which 1 have passed is one 
iiidese.ribable si-tme of ih’-o!alien, rapine, and wanton 
brutality, but I think that what tills one most with 
rage, amid all the havoc, are the mins of the village 
and chateau of Caulaineniiit . It i?as a [irineely e-tute, 
(!aulaiiieourt, and lyintr in a hollow on the little stream 
of Ornignoii, it hml. and eonhl lm\e m) strategic value. 
Hebire reaching tlie village, by tlie roailsidc, is a lim? 
mortuary <-hapel, wherein, on tabh-to closing the 
entrances to the tombs, one u-ads the honours of the 
family, the heal t>f which is the Manpiis of Canlain- 
court a ul Duke <if Vicenza. 'Die lathes of tlic hou-H?, 
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a* one roads, were daughters of “ very high and very 
puissant seigneurs,” and dames in waiting to Josopliine 
H id Mario-Louise. 'J'hoy read very stately, these 
tablets of black marble, with gold lettering, and half 
of them have been wrenched out of place by the Hun 
aid lie on the floor, exposing the t^^rnbs within, and 
you can see where coffins have boon opened and imper- 
foetly screwed up again. 

Beyond in the village was a churcli, but nothing 
remains of it now. Out of the wreckage wliero it stood 
British hands have rescued and set up conspicuously 
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TOMB OF THE MILHEM • DEVAUX 
FAMILY IN VENDELLES CEMETERY, 
SACKED BY THE GERMANS. 


tiy the roadside one patlielic tablet which says : ” Here 
lies the heart” (so it is worded) “of Anno Josephine 
Barandier, Marcpiiso of (’aulaincourt, Duchesa of 
VioDU'/.a, etc.” 

1 say again that the destruction of this church, when' 
the lii'art of the poor Duchess ho{3ed to find poaci-, 
could liavo no possible military value. Nothing but 
pure ferocity dictated its destruction, and that of 
village ami chateau. 

So nolile a scat was the clidtcau that its ruins make 
almost a new Coliseum. It is destroyed to every wall 
of stable, outhouse, cottage, and belvedere ivs utterly 
O' ragt', armed with all modern explosives, could destroy. 
Among the acres of tumhlod brick, showing the massive- 
ness of every building, whence one looks on the sweeping 
park and lovely artificial lake, one finds fragments Of 
statues, carved lions’ heads, and great vases broken 
and overturned. It fills one with bitter anger and 
contempt. 

And from icfugees one hears how each succe.ssivo 
fiatch of (Jerman olfieers who occupied the chutenii 
took off what plumler from tlio pricolea.s funiisliings, 
tapestries, pictures, and hric-d-brac pleased their fancy. 
Layer by layer, the old clulfeau uas di'uuded of every- 
thing of value, till at last the day came when lyddite 
a id torch ilid their last ignoble work. Of course, it is 
only the same as a hundred other things rdl over tliis 
country, but I think none of us who has seen them will 
fail to remember as the most brutal outrage of all the 
violation of the tombs and the wreckage of the ch&teau 
of the family of Caulaincourt. 

beside it pales even the pathos of the Church of 
lSlons-on-Chaus6e, with the graves evidently recently 
opened in the churchyard and filled again hastily with 
tumbk'd clod.s, and whence again, from among the 
wreckage, British soldiers have gathered what they 
could — such as an iron cnicifix, st?t leaning against a 
fragment of wall, an eagle lectern, blown by the explo- 


sion out into the churchyard. Missals and other Holy 
books scorched by fire and warj)ed by exposure in the 
rain. 

Of the other village.^ in this area there is little indi- 
vidually to be said. In Vraignes, although tho church, 
if cracked and tottering, still stands, each building, 
even the poorest cottage, has been separately burned. 
Of PoBuilly, nothing remains but a litter of bricks and 
tho tall cnicifix at the cross-roads outside the village, 
'rhe ancient earth ramparts of Verrnand enclose only 
acres of ruin. Attilly is non-existent, as is Brie, which 
once must have been a very plea*- ant place on the high 
banks above tho river, with an open troo-studded slope, 
between wliich once, doubtless, was the village park 
and tho lovers’ meeting place. 

I have threaded, also, the paths through Boi.s d’Holnon, . 
paths made by the feet of German soldiers, which ran 
from one cam{Miig ground to another within the wood, 
ami outside the wood on the St. Quentin side the cart 
tracks and hoof marks are deep in the softer ground of 
tho little valley through which tho Gcnnan transport 
came up to the troops. Tho best thing about tho wood 
is tho largo quantity of cut firewood nicely stacked in 
cords, which the enemy had provided for his own use 
and loft behind. 

It is from beyond there that nowadays one gets tho 
best view of St. Quentin, crowned by the great mass of 
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A VAULT RIFLED BY THE GERMANS. 

the church, with its curious boll shaped tower over tho 
lantern, and with all tho less^or spires and factory 
chinmoy.s and blocks of buildings. From where wo 
wore they .say that on a clear day you can see individual 
Germans and machine-guns in tbe windows. I’orhaps. 
We were content to have a day when, if we could not 
see tho enemy, lie could not hoo us. 

Externally, St. Quentin looks reasonably intact as 
yet, but that is no indinvtion of what it will be when it 
again Iwcomos French. Reports through civilians, 
refugees from the neighbourhood, say that most things 
of value have long ago boon removed from priv’^ate 
hou^o.s and public buihling.s alike. Tho famous pastels 
of Quentin de la Tour are specifically mentioned as gone, 
a^s doubtless they would bo. After seeing Caulaincourt 
one realizes more than ever how nearly synonymous the 
words Gorman officer and tliief havd come to be, and one 
wonders if, in the final settlement, each individual 
thief is to bo punished and made to disgorge his swag. 
There can bo no possible question that such ontragoa 
as these must find their place in the ultimate account, 
and in some measure the disgrace ought to be made 
jiersonal to those responsible. 

On April 16, as we have seen in Chapter 
CCIX, tho French on their part had commenced 
their main offensive on the Aisne, and shortly 
after that date the weather on the Arras front 
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GENERAL VIEW OF THE RUINS OF 

begrtn to improve. Our preparatioris intwle 
more rapid progress, and we were r(‘ady to 
deliver our next attack on A]jril 21. High 
winds and indifterent visibility persisted, how’- 
ever, and so interfered with the work of our 
artillery and aeroplanes that it w^as found 
iK'cessary to postpone operations for a further 
two days. Meanwliilo there were frequent local 
fights, and our lino was improved slightly 
at a number of points. 

On April 22 the German sergeant-major .sta- 
lioned at Vis-en-.Artois, part of whose diarj^ has 
already been quoted, mad(^ his la»t entry, “ The 
Knglish commenced,” he said, ‘‘an absolutely 
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THE CHATEAU OF CAULAINCOUKT. 
dreadful art illcry and machine-gun fire. Our men 
never got foiward. It appears that our troops 
could not get back to our line and had to lie 
in the open till the evtaiing. Xo one has any 
])rotection. Arras wall certainly be an eternal 
memory to all. Everyone only asks to get out of 
it alive.” TTa'iiext day, Alonday, April 211, the 
Ihitish attacked. 

'Phe battle of GavTclle-Fontaine-le/.-rroisilles, 
which lasted three days, w as not , as tlu^ ( Jerman 
Stall mcndaeiously alleged in its cotnmunhjm of 
April 24, “ a great thrust in order to break 
through the German lines.” Xor was it de- 
livered “ on a front of .'10 kilonieti’es (20 miles).” 
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ruins of the chateau of CAULAINCOURT: BRITISH SOLDIERS CLEARING A 

PASSAGE FOR THE WATER. 
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CLEARING THE SCARPR OF FALLEN TREES. 


\Officiiii l>lit>f.OgHiph. 


It was (‘(|(ial]y uiitnic tii stato that 
took place' ill “(lie western snhurhs of L(*iis, 
A\ ion, and Oppy.” Alk'iihy's aim was more 
mode'st. Some nine' mile's of the* line fremi 
(JaN'i'c'lle* e>n the’ Arras-Donai reiad aereiss the* 
Searpe* nevir Kei'iix to Fontaiiie-lezA’reiisille's 
was suhje'e’teui tei intensive* t refitment with 
hi^di e'xplosive* shells eif all calibre's. (Javre*lle 
and Kei'iix, the* latter sitiiate*d he*tvve.‘e*n the* 
Arras-Douai railroael anel thi^ marshy Searpe, 
I’e'lve’s across tlu* river at the foot of the Searpe 
Heights, the* Sart and \'er( Weioels just heleav 
Meaichy-le'-Prenx eai tlieise* heijfhts, (iue^'inappe 
south of ]Mone*hy anel the Arras-t ’ambrai 
eliansstui eai tlie e*aste‘rn e*d^e? eif the rielge were 
to he attaekeel from the we^st, while from the 
south we* weae tei jmsh eleavn the unelulating 
valley of (lie Si'nse'*e anel its western tributary 
the ('e)jeul. 'Phe eemrse of the Ceije'ul hael 
alreaely be*en se*euivel as far as W’aneeairt, 
which lie^s just south-we*st of (hiehnappe', but 
on the right bank eif the' Sensrv the enemy was 
strongly entre*nche'd in Fontaine-lez-Croi.silles 
three milei or so south-e'ast of Wancourt, anel, 
north of Feintaine, in Cda'risy. Where the* 
.\rras-( ‘ambrai roael crossed the S/iisee he held 
\’is-en-Artois ein the left bank of the river and 
the high woode'd ground north of the roael and 


e'ast e)f (he stream. From Vis-on-Arteiis rein- 
foree'ineaits etoulel be^ bremghi ove*!* the Cojeul 
inte) (hie'mapjK* anel the Sart anel Vert weieiels. 
As the Dreicoiirt-Queiant line was not epiite 
eompleteel, rrince lluppreeht was not jire*- 
pareel to a bane Ion these posit ion.s. Ke* was 
fighting for time, anel to gain it elivisieai aftt'r 
division was threiwn intei the battle. For 
examples, between the* Se*nrpi‘ and Foiitaine- 
lez-Croisilles, the feirtifie'd zone on his extreme* 
left was helel by the iloth Division (Gist, 
14 1st Pomeranian anel 171st Regiments) which 
hael just replaeeul the 18th Reserv^e Divisieai. 
In the course of the^ fighting the elivision hael 
to be withelrawn anel the 13th Division sub- 
.stituteel for it. 'Phis in turn w'as so mauleel 
that the 1 99th Division was sent to reliene it. 
Similarly the 3rd Bavarian Division remnel 
(hieniappe was, during the .struggle, reinforced 
})y the 4th Bavarian Division and the 3rd 
(Juard Rcsen've Division, while in front of 
Menichy the 2P)th Wurtemburg Division hael 
on the 2r)th to be iloployed in Sart and Vert 
\Vood.s. Nortli of the Searpe similar scenes 
were enacted. Before the battle ended the 
4th Division of IVussian Cluards and the 26th 
and 220th Divisions made their appearance, 
so important did it seem to the German Higher 
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(^onimand that Allonby should not get witiin 
striking dislanoe of the Drocourt-Queant lira.*. 
Moreover, thougli inferior to oni* own, tlio (Jei- 
inan artillery was eonsiderably stronger than 
it had bee?i at the opcMiing of the fighting. 
Having but half-finisher! erd renehinents It) 
(U'ferid, the ononiy was obliged to do his utmost 
to keep down the fire of oiu* gnus by count ('r- 
haf teiy work. 

Tlio atmosphere on April 22 had })een pecu- 
liarly clear, and the Hritish artill(Tymen, 
c.ssisted by our intr(‘pid airmen, had surpassed 
cv(‘n the bombarrhnent wliicli Imd precedt'd 
the })attlo of Vimy-Arras. Throughout tla^ 
bitterly cold night the guns thunderetl coti- 
tinuously froju the r(‘gion of Loos to the w(‘st 
of St. Quentin. “This is no longtT war,'’ 
sa,id an old bavarian s(Tgea.nt who li vt^tl through 
1 h(' bidtle only to be taken prisoner, “ this is 
no lougru’ wr.r, it is wholesale murder, for 
men cannot stand cgCjiust. guns," A simihu* 
lament burst from the lips of a ITussiam 
lieutenant, who in I'xeelhMit Liiglish a.postro- 
phized liis captors. " hy don’t you light 
fairly ? ” he ileiuanded, to which (lay naturally 
H'plied : “ Wliy don’t y(Mi ? rnd(‘r the 

pit ih'ss hail of shells village's and farms crumbled 
away, “ ])ill-boxes ” vanished, the de<‘pest 
<lug-outs bcea.mc death traps, and barlxsl wire 
entanglements w(‘ro j‘<‘nt into shreds. 


At dawn on Monday, April 2.‘{, in bright 
spring sunshine, .Allenby's uu'ii ])our('d forward, 
Knglislimen, Scotsmen and Xi'wfouudlanders. 
Jt wa.s St. (leorge’s day, the day of the year 
when Sliakespeare, Fronde »Mid Allenby him- 
self had been born. .M)my of th(‘ soldi<‘rs won* 
red and white rosettt's to commemorate tlu' 
day. Tile poet and the im|)eria.lisl historian, 
whose “Oceana" had ma.de us rc'alizi* tlu* 
natun' of the Hritish I'anpire, would have 
seen in soldi(‘rs and leader worthy dr'.sei'iidants 
of I he Fli/a.betha.fis w lu> had defeated Spa.in 
aiul settler! in Newfoundland. Ta.uks ac’- 
eompa.nied the ad\'anee, breaking through 
ob.staeles and wiping out I hr* fire from r('dotd)ts 
and Irenehes. 

'I’o avrud <*onfusiou it will be w('ll to tn'at 
the three-days battle in thri'e |)arls. and to 
follow the fortunes of th.e British first on tho 
Ir'ft, next in the <'(‘ntr«‘. and tlu'ii on tin' right. 
It will not h^' forgottr-n that .Vllenhy's turning 
movement was din'cteil, on tin* right, up 
the valk'v down which Hows tlu' Cojeiil and 
th(‘ Seiisee. So long as tlu* pait of the (o'l’uam 
line from Lr'iis through Merieourf, .\eht'\i!le, 
Fresnoy, Oppy to (lavj*e]le lu'ld. it was im[)os. 
sibl(‘ to attack tlu' »*n<‘my between (kierdle 
an»i (hnhnappe from the north 

On all thri'e d)»ys activity iti tlx' air wa< 
most marked, and Sir Douglas Haig obs(‘r\ed 
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that on tho 23rd “ there was a greater amount 
of fighting in the air than lias lief ore taken 
place in a single day.” Fifteen ({erman 
inacliiiies were (K’stroyod, 24 driv^eii dow!! 
out of control aial a twin-engine throe-scater 
aeroplane captured, "rhese aerial contests, 
in which the new (lerinan fighting machines 
with led v/ings took part, wore w( *11 described 
by the Associated Press Correspondent at the 
I3ril ish 1 leadquarters. 

Tho intciis(!ly hillor ^rounrl of tho ptut two 

days hivs boon nWltMied in t)i« air, arid tho British 
Koyul Flying (Jorp.-! yostorduy osta1)lishod a new record 
tjy l)ringiiij; down 40 (iennan machiiios. Tho roiuark- 
al>lc part of y(‘slorday’s porforinanco is that only two 
British tnachinos are missing. It was the finost day’s 
war Hying that tho young pilots in khaki over had. 

Olio intrepid young Hying man, failing to find a 
dingle Gorman ohsorx ation lialloon aloft, sought out 
one in its hangar on tho ground, <live<l at it, and set 
tho big gasbag abla/.o from stem to stern. A British 
pilot, after foiling two Gorman machinos and all his 
Hinmunition hoing gone, doseendoil, reloaded, filled nj) 
his ])(U.rol tanks and look tho air again, and within half 
an hour had flagged his third machine for that day. 
Another pilot h'ilod two others. 3.5 German machines 
being divided among a similar number of British 
pilots. 

The gn'atost fight yestiu'day, oddly onongh, was iv 
drawn battle. One of the Mritish jiilots mot a brilliant 
Gorman flier, and for a full hour they manmuvred in 
tho most marvellous manner witliout cither being able 
to bring his gun to hi^ar on the other. 'I’hey rolled, 
looped, twisted, and deliberately stalled their engines, 
anil, standing their maehines on the tail end, .slid 


backwards through the air, but all to no avail. Tt 
was probably the ino^t wonderful air duel the war 
has yet soon. The British pilot reported to-day that 
several times ho felt sure he would get his adversary 
bctwc'on his sight.s, but the latter invariably wriggled 
out of tho line of fire. The British airman was himself 
kept busy avoiding tho German, and once ho had to 
dive almost perpendicularly. The combat did not 
break oft until both pilots had fairly exhausted both 
theni.selvos and their petrol. Strangely enough, later 
in the day another British pilot encountered the same 
German machine. He was winging his way home 
after a hard Hay’s work, but jockeyed with the German 
for nearly a (jiiarter of an hour before Hying on. 

In strange contrast to this was the experience of the 
British pilot who somewhat peevishly complained 
last night, “I /*nly got a rabbit.” He explained this 
by saying that, while his opponent had a good machine, 
be was a clumsy fellow who could not fight at all, and 
was sent spinning with the first burst of gunfire. Still 
another pilot, mounted on a fast now macliine, deli- 
berately allowed a Gomiaii machine to got on his tail, 
'fhon suddenly ho Itiopod behind his adversary, caught 
him just within the sights, mil fired, killing liim instantly. 
'I’ho machine swerved, and tlie dead man was pitclied 
out 10,1101) ft. from tho ground. 

An enemy maeliine was also sliot down by 
anti-aircraft gunners, and tho day before seven 
kite balloons liad been sent to the ground in 
flames. Railways, ammmutioii dumps, and 
aerodrome.s behind the German linos w(M*e 
treated with bombs, one on tho 2lth blowing 
mi engine off the line and wrecking its train. 
On the same day seven enemy aeroplanes 
were destroyed, eight others driven down out of 
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control, and two observation balloons wero 
exploded. Our total losses in the two days 
fighting were eight machines, but on the 26th 
the balance was against us and wo lost three 
inacliines to two of the enemy’s destroyed and 
a tliird forced to descend. 

These exploits, it need hardly be observed, 
wore not the only deeds of prowess performed 
by the modem Knight Errants. Our ainuen 
discharged jets of bullets at the ht'ads of the 
enemy moving across country, or along the 


north of Gavrelle reinforcing the garrison tliere. 
The attack on Rceux was a matter of greater 
difficulty because of the marshy ground in its 
vicinity and because the enemy on the south 
bank of the Scarfie and in Pelves could rake the 
approaches to the village on the Fampoux or 
British side. It was shielded also from tlie 
north by the embankment of the Arras-Douai 
railroad. Just outside Rceux on the Gavrelle 
road wero strongly fortified chemical works in 
which were numerous mine throwers. These 



A TANK BESTRIDING A TRENCH. 


roads. Our aeroplanes had become flying 
nuichine-guns. 

The sector to be assaulted north of the 
Scarpe extended from Gavrelle over the Arrtia- 
Douai railroad to Rceux on the edge of the 
Scarpe. A cross-rotid connected the two 
villages. (Jlavrello lay in the plain a couple of 
miles or so south-east of the southern end of 
the Vimy Ridge. Beyond it — nearer to Douai 
-was Fresnes, which, like Gavrelle, was on the 
chaussee from Arras to that city. From Rrtiux 
through Plouvain a cross-road ran to Fresnes, 
beyond which there w^as a wood. Between 
Fresnes and Plouvain wore a group of copses 
affording cover for counter-attacks, and a low' 
ridge — Greenland Hill — ^ran from Plouvain 
north-w’cstw'ards to the east of Gavrelle. 

Holding as wo did the high Vimy ridge, we 
could prevent by gun fire tho enemy froin Oppy 


works, the railway station and chateau, formed 
one fortress closely iVttaehc'd to th(* l(K)[)holed 
cemetery and ruined cottages of the village. 

On tho main front of attaick good progress 
was made at first at almost all points. By 
10 a.m. the remainder of the higlj ground west 
of Ghm.sy laul been captured by the attacking 
English brigades, anil Scottish trooj)s IumI 
pushed tlirough Guema])})e. E»vst of Monel ly- 
le-Prcux British battalions seized the western 
slopes of the rising ground known as Infantry 
Hill. On their left English county tro»)ps had 
reached the buildings west of Komix Station 
and gained the lino of their objectives on tho 
western slopes of Greenland Hill, north of tho 
railway. 

Gavrelle was a typical exam[)l(^ of a German 
fortified post -one of tho dug-outs thi‘re alone 
sheltered 6() men aiid four machine-guns —but 
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bofoi*o 10 ft.m. on Afondny, A[)ril 23, it \v»is 
taken by the Royal Njwal Division. 

Our ni(‘n wen* not left in unflislurbed 
jM>ssession. Xo less tlian fiv'e 1 imes on Monday, 
tbroo limes on Tin'sday, and mon* than on(*<* 
durinj.^ (bo nifjlit of 'rn(‘sday-\\ odnosday th»‘ 
onoiny oluirgcd up tlu' Arras-Douai road tnnn 
Krosnos and its wood. v\s many as (>,000 mon 
wore rinplov’o<l in ono (MninlcT-attacdc. All 
(hose attacks w<'tv compl<‘tcly ornshod by our 
n.rtilk‘ry biu-nij^c and macliino-^un tin*. In ono 
instain-c only did a w'av<‘ of (lormans momon- 
(.irily ojrct Ibc British from the ruins. Jl was 
hut ill (cmporary success. A bayon<‘t ohargo 
swiftly sent the enemy llyin^^ back towards 
FrcMH's. W'hcn tlu‘ bill tie died down swathes 
of (lernum eor[)sts liiy ])ctw'(Mai (la\i(He ami 
K't'sncs, wliilo .loo prisom'c.'n, including 17 
olbccis, had b(‘en sent to thi* British roju*. 

Siinuliam‘onsly with I la* ad\imee of the 
Ibiclisli on (livvrelle, Jli^dikmd d'crritorials 
of flu* .")lst Division, with more Highland 
troops (the stjoineh !Mh Division) on their left, 
iUljicki'd the wi'stiM’ii outskirts of Bo-ux wood. 
'I'hey stormed the rjulway stiMion, <diemieal 
works, jind ehateiiu, and e\en piaietratcd into 
the ccni.'tcry JUid Hr' vbh’iic, Ix'twi'cn which 


and (lavYelle the (b'rman litie ran. But the 
failure »>f our troops to storm Belve's acro.ss the 
river ronderi'd thi' position of the Scotsmen in 
the village and cemet(‘ry untenable. Disputing 
every inch of the ruins and tombs they fell 
back aiul maintained themselves in the chemical 
works, wdiich were succc.ssfully defend(Hl up tc 
the cm I of the battle. 

Between (laxrelle and Roujx desperate 
(ierman counter-attacks in combination w'ith 
thi' assaults on (lavrcllc were beatcMi oh. 
Wave after wave' of infantry {■amo over the 
low ridge and through the cojrses. Raked by 
our machi?ie guns in (i!a\'rell(‘ and scattorod by 
shrapnel, Brandi'iiburgeis and Hamburgers 
i-etinMl in confusion. Two battalion.s of tiu' 
I (list Regiment of Khinelandors massing for a 
counter-attack lu'ar the Arras-Douai railway 
were caught liy our artillery fire ; oiu' battalion 
was wip<‘(l out and the othei' so depleted that 
for practi<-.d pur})os('s it may b<‘ said to have 
ceasi'd to exist. During t he afti'rnoon counter- 
attacks in great forci* de\'('lopcd all along the 
line, and wi'ie r(‘p<'ated by the* (‘m'lny w'ith 
th(‘ utmost det(*rminat ion, regardk^ss of the 
lu'avy lossi's inflicted by our fire. Many of 
these count<'r-at tacks were repulsed after severe 
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l/)'iin')i hy Jk'^, I I, (1. 

A BRITISH BOMBINC; PARTY CLEARING A TRENCH NEAR RdtUX. 


fighting, hut- oil oui’ I’ight our troops won* 
nitiumtoly ooinpoll(^<l by weight of luunhers to 
withdraw from tlu^ ridge west of (Mierisy aiul 
fi’om ( Jiieiiia|)i)e. As soon as it was eleiir tlial 
the wholes of our olijeet i\’(‘s for th(' 2.‘ird April 
had not- hi'on guim'd, oi’ders were issued to 
r('iH*w th(i a-dvanee at t> p.in. hi this attaek 
( hiemapp*-. was retaken by men oi the 1 5th 
Scottisli j>i vision, biifc faith(*r soutli our 
troo])s wore at- once nuT by a eounter-attaek in 
foreo, and inad(‘ no progrt'ss. Fighting of a 
more; or less intermittent eliaraeter eontinued 
in tliis area all tlirougli tlie night. 

Tt has been mentioned tliat Roaix eould not 
bc^ completely eaptuitHl on the 23rd l 3 eeaiise 
th<i Fnglish county troo])s Juid been unable t(i 
oust the Cerinans from iVlvt's on tlie soutli 
bank of the Se.arpe. It had Ix'en attacked at 
dawn by the I7th Division, which fought 
heroically wdtli all advantage of tla^ gr-oiind 
in the enemy's favour, but snipers and machine- 
gunners from hidden trenches thinneil their 
ranks, and the l•epuIse of the simultaneously 
delivered attac^k on the Vert and Sart AVoods 
in front of Monchy rendered it atlvi^able 
to suspend tiui advance, as the enemy 
might have thrown himself on the flank of the 
J^ritish and driven them into the river. 

Tn the early morning of Afual 24 the enemy’s 
resistance weakened all along the front attacked 


south of th(' A rras-Cambrai Road. Oui' jroojis 
were thus al)I(‘ to reach most of lh(‘ir objec- 
tives of th(' [iri'vious <lay without .serious 
opposition 

After 24 houi's of Ncry n(M*e<‘ lighting, lhci(‘- 
for(\ in which the seviaity of the (auMuy's 
casualties wore in proportion to the stnaigth 
and dct(M’minatii>n of his numerous counter- 
attacks, we remained in ])ossession iif tln‘ 
village's of diKMuappi' and ( )a\’relle. as w'cll as 
of th<^ whole of the high ground overlooking 
Fontain(*-h*z-( 'roisilh's and (Micrisy. \^ery ap- 
preciable progress had also beiMi madt* (‘ast ot 
Monchy-le-Rreux, on the left bank of t he Scarpe, 
and on (Jrec'niand Hill. In tin* course of thes«* 
iiperations of April 23 and 21 \vv captmi'd a 
further 3,021) prisoiu'rs, including 51) olhcers, 
and a few guns. On th<‘ battk* fi(‘ld, whicli 
rt'inaiiu'd in our possession, great mimb(‘rs ot 
(Jerman dead testified to the costliiH'ss of tin* 
('iH'niy’s obstinate deh'uce. 

To tlu^ \5*rt and Sart Woods the Germans 
naturally attached great importanct*, as they 
prevented our ini'ii in and arouml Monchy 
from mox’ing flown tlw* Scarp<‘ Ihaghts and 
turning Pi'lvi’S. Redoubts on thi' .\ri‘as- 
Cambrai road enliladed the .Midillcscx and 
Argyll and Sutlu'iland com])ani<‘s endeavouring 
to eject the Germans from the woods; ru'ver- 
thek'ss, our men enter<‘d theiii; although the 

184-3 
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^fcaUir j)art W(*ia obJigtnl lo fall })a.c!k. iiiit a 
(•()iisiHerrtl)lo <l('taclini(*iit of tliose iiuai roniaiiu'd 
boliiad and Wi'vr ablo to maintain tlioir position. 
A( 10 a.m. strong l)odi(‘s of Rhinolnndors 
omiagod from tlui \'(‘rt AVood and coiintfM*- 
Htta(^ked. ddi(‘ gray linos with bayonots glitter 
ing in the sunshine inov^ed forward as if tni 
paiado. “It was so muoli like the pictures of 
wai‘ \ saw as a child,” said ono young olTieer, 
“that we simply admired, and for a mojiient for- 
got our real pur])ose, . . . d’he only comment 
I heard from one of my men was, ‘ I wish 
tluy had brought tlteir bands with them ! ’ ” 
d’hey checked our advance, but were them- 
selves almost wit)cd out ])y the rifle fin; of the 
N(*wfoundlanders and ^\'orcesters of the 20th 
Division. Sonic 4,000 Germans who had 
been moved unperc»*iv( d into the Sart Wood 
were detected by our airmen, and the Ibitish 
artillery with gas and other slu^lls killed and 
wounded most of them. In the afternoon 
the (Jerman guns began to bombard Monchy, 
which had hitherto becai spared, doubtless in 
the hope that it might hi' retaken. Kii-st 
the roofs of the village disapi)eared, and then 
f(dtag(' after cottage vanislunl in great pink 
clouds Bi‘forc3 sunset there was not a single 
wall standing. Fortunately the British were 
not within but on the outskirts of the village. 
At dawn on 'rues<lay tht'y resumed the advance, 
and succeeded in rescuing the party of Muldlescx 


Official photograph. 

GHARGK OF HIGHLANDERS IN 
THE EARLY MORNING. 

and Argyll and Sutherlaiwls who, with their 
14 iirisoners, had held out. ddiroughoiit 
the day the struggle b(‘fore Monchy wont 
on, each side being strongly r(;inforcc‘d. On 
Wc'dnesday tho 2t)th Wiirtemburgor Division 
relieved the hard-pressed i-nemy in the Vert 
and Hart Woods. These wen; still in (h‘rman 
hands when tlie battle elosed. 

Betvv(;en tho Scarpt> and the Arras-Gambrai 
chaussee there had been a standstill. It was 
south of tho highway t hat AlUailiy scored most 
h(‘avily. In the dim light which preceded 
sunrise on tho 23rd, long loose liia^s of tho 
Highlanders of tho 15th Division followed tho 
barrage down tlu? Sear])o Heights and made 
for tho ruins of Giiemappe and the northern 
banks of tho Cojeul. For nearly three liours 
they were engaged in extinguishing the fire 
from the numerous strong points in front 
of tho village. Troops of the 3rd J^avarian 
Division offered a stubborn resistance, but, 
one by ono, the nests of machiiuvguns were 
bombed and 200 prisoners taken. Then 
with loud shouts and clioers tin; ini])etuoua 
Celts went through and beyond (jru6mapt)e. 
A blast of bullets from Cavalry Farm and some 
“ pill-bo.xes “ momentarily checked them, but 
the; charge was driven home and tlu; enemy 
flung back across the stream. Towards noon 
huge masses of Bavarians issuing from Vis-en- 
Artois massed in the valley between the Hens(5e 
and the Cojeul. An avalanche of shells de- 
scended on Cavalry Farm and Guemappe as 
the Bavarians forded the Cojeul to close with 
the Highlanders. Lewis guns, rifle and rifle 
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grenade fire tore rents in the waves of 
Ocnnans OvSccnding the ricJgo. Over the dead 
and wounded the survivors pressed on. 
Kvaciiatiiig Cavalry Farm the Highlanders, 
with their faces to the foe, slowly n'tirod on 
<ju6mappo. In small groups they kept the 
13avariaris at bay. For four liours one oHicor 
with 70 men remained isolated north of the 
village. The cemetery was the seeiio of a 
terrible conflict. OfliciTS could be se<^n working 
the machine guns , or sniping at the enemy. 
]n vain the (.h'nnaii artillery ringed Cuema])p(' 
with barrage.s, for a time compk^tely isolating 
til l village. The Bavarians were unable to 
overpower the bravo garrison. At 0 p.m. fresh 
Highland troo 2 :)s dashed through the barrage 
from the direction of the Arras-Cambrai road. 
The Bavarians in th(^ ruins were bayojuded or 
taken prisoners. Sn])ported by their comrades 
whom they liad come to su])port, the High- 
land(‘rs ])ass<‘d onwards ; (Rivalry Farm was 
retakt^i and the enemy sullenly re-ft»rded tln^ 
Cojeul and sought refugee in V is -en- Artois. On 
Tuesday and Wediu'sday the Bavarians, rein- 
f(>reed by the 3rd (hiard Reserve Division, made 
furious efforts to driv(< the Jlighland<‘rs from 
Cavalry Farm and (Juemapjx*. Cavalry Farm 


was recovered, but Gu^mappe, like Monchy to 
its north and Waneourt to its south-west, 
remained in British oceupation. Another link 
in the German lino had been gained. 

On the first night of the battle, in the \in- 
dulating open country between the Coji'ul and 
tht> Sensee, down whicli it was designc'd to turn 
the enemy, there hail also been a long and 
bloody stiugglo. The British 21st, 3t)tli, 33rd, 
and oflth Divisions were engaged in this 
southern sector of the attack. The enemy had 
constructed a cordon of trenches from the 
(^>jeul, in the neighbourhood of Waneourt, 
ti» the Sensei', south of Fontaine lez-Croisilles 
'I'hrough both villages counter-attacks could 
bo delivered against- the right flank of the 
Briti.sh pushing forward between the streams. 
At dawn on ATonilay we attacked the 141st 
Boineranian Regimi'iit of the 35th Re.serve 
Division holding tJiis are of trenches and 
redoubts. The nerves of the romeranians 
had been shattered by the bombardment 
and they put up a poor resistance. Some 
l,t)0fl prisoners were captured and a battery 
of field guns. Ih’essing on, our men a|iproaehed 
Fontainede/.-Cioisilles, tlu' whole area about 
which W’as a. very labyrintli of trencfi and 
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fortified positions. At this nioin(‘nt parties 
of rifleinen hidden in a distised tpiarry ‘>r 
cMmcetiUul in <‘raters siidd(*nly fir(‘d on oni 
nieii from tht* rear, wliile a l)ody of fhi? 
<*neniy rnsht‘d at tliem from th(‘ village. 'I lu‘ 
Ih-itish n‘tr4‘ated, })iit a.t (i a.jn. again eliarg«‘d 
np to th(^ (mtsUirts «)f Kimtaiiie. At 7 p.m. 
eohimns of tlie (haMiians issued from Fontaine 
a,nd (dierisy and one<* nnue our troops tt*II })aek. 
During th<* niglit and on tiie morning of 
1 ’u 4 's<lav \\(*, h(m4*ver, agaifi advaueed. Kirst 
th(‘ (ierman l.'itli Division :md tiu'n tlie lf)f)tli 
Di\'ision \v<*r<* hrouglit up to st4*m the tid<‘. 
'They suee(M^d(‘d in sa.ving Kontaine-k'/.-Croisilles 
hut were nnahle to r(‘gain tfie tnmehes and th«^ 
towcir, on whieli had once stood a windmill. 
oceupiiMl by the Oonuranians at the op<‘ninir 
of tlii‘ struggh'. 

Such was the Ihittlc* of ( Ja.vr(‘lle- K<Mita.in(‘-h‘/- 
Croisilh's. On tln' 21tli the Kaiser s<‘nt the 
following UMvssage to I’linee Huppreeht : 

'the fivsh Itiitish u^^^UIl( t»i the ItiU 1 Iclirld of Arni'> 
liU'< lu'ou hroUoii l)y your tr op'^. To the horoo.'. ot 
Aria^ afc'ul tlu ir t rusi worl hy loutuN, who in cjipaoit x. 
iihilil y, rttid huc<‘«'s!' h)i\(' tMumllcd tlu'ir (•omnulc.'' on I he 
Aisim* uinl in ( ’lui!iipii;^ii<‘, 1 .". inl mino jumI I ho Kail hot - 
hiiul’s tluinU'. 

(iod holt) you furllior. 

■N\ ii.iu:i.m I. It. 


It was oven more a perversion of the triit h than 
usual. Tho “ fresh British assault,” whieh had 
not been delivered on “ the battlefield of Arras ” 
but miles to t he oast of that eity, had resulteil 
in the ( Jermans losing two sections of the Ot)py- 
Queant line and great numbers of killtMl, 
Wf)iinded aind prisoner.s 

While tlie batthi was proceeding we liad 
also captured on Alonday most of Havrincourt 
Wood, aiul the remaindc'r of the village' of 
'I’reseaiilt atul \ illers-Plouich aiul Beaueamj* 
(‘ast of it, and gained ground east of Kpehy, 
reaehiiig the Seheldt-Somme Fanal in tlu‘ 
neighboiirlniod of XeiariuiiU*. In tlu* minor 


operations sontli-west of J^ens (kirriisli troops 
I stablished t ht‘nis('lv(‘s on tlie railway loop 
<*ast of Cite des Petits Dnis, and sueee»‘di'd 
in maintaining tlu'ii- positi4>n in spite ol 
mimerons hostih* eounter-attaeUs. On the 
night of April 2 \, tln^ hamlet of Bilhf'in, 
north-c'ast of '.rreseanit, was I'lso carried. 

On Friday, Ajiril 27, preparations for 
another thrust Indwi'cn L<*ns an<l the Searp<‘ 
were imule. Oin* troo^is niovc'd a litth' 
(*astwards to the foot of the ridge, (Jr(M‘nland 
Hill. South of lh(‘ Searpe they dislodged 
tin* eiaany from sti’ong points on th<‘ Arras- 
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A liKANU-NEW GERMAN 59 HOWITZER, MADE ON THE 13th FEBRUARY, 
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(nmhini road, nuriiig lli(‘ prcctMling nijrlit 
\\i‘ had (‘j(*ctt'd th(‘ (‘lUMiiy from (|uarri(‘s on 
lh(‘ f'astiM'ii outskirts of Hargicourt, riino milos 
unith-w'i'st of St. Quoutin, and \v{‘ had (U‘fi‘at<‘d 
a minor attack near boyct in tlu‘ northern 
ciiv'irons of that city. 

'The strcngtli of tlic oj)|)osit i(»n (‘ticonntcn‘<l 
in the course of this attack was in its('lf evidence 
tliat our olTensivi' was fnitilling t h(‘ pai t 
desiLftC'd for it in tlu' Alli('(j plans. As the 
r(*siilt of tlie fighting which had already taken 
plac(' 12 (iorman divisions had been with- 
drawn exhansti'd fi'om tin* hatth* or wer(‘ in 
process of relief. A month after tlu* com 
mencement cd’ oni* ot'fensivi* the number of 
<!erman disisions so withdrawn had increase<l 
to 211. On the otlu'r hand, the strength of 
tlie ('nemy opposite our front compelled ns for a- 
time to adopt the less a.ggrc'ssive form of a 
\\<*aiing-down battle. 

On the Aisiu' and in r'hampagne, also, the 
1^' tench olTensi\(‘ had met with v'(‘ry ohstinate 
ri'sistance. It was becoming ck'ar that many 
months of heavy tlghtitig would lu* nec(‘ssary 
Ix'fort* the enemy’s troops could b(‘ reduced 
to a condition which would permit of \\ more 
rapid advanct*. None the l(‘ss, very consider 
able results had already been achieved, atul our 
Allies continued their efforts against the long 
plateau north of the Aisne travers('d l)y tlu* 
Ohemin-des- Dames. In ord(*r to }vs.sist them, 
we arranged that, until their object had been 
attained, we would continue our operations 
about Arras. The necessary n’ad justinenf of 
troops, guns and material re(juired to complete 


our ])ref)aral io?is foi* our noitlu'rn oju'i’ations 
w'as accordingly ])ostponcd, and pr(‘|)ara( ions 
w(‘r(‘ undertaken to r<‘])(‘at our attacks on tin* 
Arras front until the r('sults of I he Krciich 
olTcnsivi* should h.J\c beconu* t*virlcnt. 

d’lu* first of tlu'.se attacks was d<'li\('red on 
April 2S on a front of about eight inih's, north 
of Monchy-ledh*(*iix. With a view to ecouo- 
mi/.ing our t i*ooj)s, our object ives W('re shallow : 
and for a lilo* r('aso!j, and also in older’ to gi\e 
the appeai’aiu*(* of mi at tack on a moic imposing 
scale, <l(‘monstiat ions wer’t* <‘«)ntimi('d soulh- 
wai'ils to tlu* .\ii‘as-( ’ambiai road and north- 
wards to the Souclu*/, Ki\'er. 'rhefr*ont attack(‘d 
was smalli*r than in tin* battle of (Javri'lle- 
Kontairu*-l(*/-t ’roisilli*s. 'Tlu* (J(*r’maris pre- 
teruk'd that it nu*a.snr’(*d nearly 111 wlu*r(‘as in 
r-(*ality it was about s(*v(*n mik*s long. d’lu*y 
also .dh*ged that it wjis another “ atb'mjrt to 
break thi*ough the (Jer'mari liru*s,” which, ori 
the faci* of it, was absur-d, b(*cause Sir Dougla' 
Haig w'ould iu*vej’ ha\'e tried to storm th*' intact 
Queani-Drocourt line, until he had made 
further gaps in the (lerman liiu* in fr-orU o* 
it. Sinci* the I'stimate (gr-ossly exaggerated- 
of our lossi's giv(*n in the (lomian rofinttunifiNi' 
of Apiil ‘10 was only 0,000 killetl and ^\'ound(‘d. 
etc, and 1. 000 prisoiu'rs. with 10 machine- 
guns taken and 10 Tanks''' <le.'^troy('d, the 
(lennan slall was well aware that it was 
lying. It could not ha.vr* seriously supj)ose»l 
that a battk* on a fr’ont of 10 miles, d(divcr(*il 
witli the object of pu*reing two fortified zones, 
would have* n*sulti‘d in loss loss tlinn tliat 
* No 'ruuk-i were, O" u lact, ♦•inplo^eil in this battle. 
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suffered by us in 1915 at the action of Neiivo 
( 'hapelle. 

It was with the object of clearing the way for 
an assault on the Qu^ant-Drocourt positions 
that the battle was delivered, not in “groat 
masses,” as the German Staff asserted, small 
numbers only being employed and only con- 
centrated where serious attack was undertaken. 

The left of the Brit ish now rested on the Viiny- 
Achoville road, some 4,000 yards sout h of Avion, 
the southernmost cpiarter of the Lons mining 
tlistrict. As the <Mieniy’s line at Arleux-en- 
(lohelle was well to the west of Achoville to the 
north of that village, no attempt was matle to 
stonn Achevillo. The British advanced to within 
1,200 yards of Achevillo and awaited the result 
of the lighting between Arleux and the Scarpe. 
At Oppy a trench ran northward along a crest 
round Arleux-on-Gohello to Achevillo, and 
behind, to the eii,st of it, another trench con- 
nected Achevillo, Fresuoy and Oi>py. Our main 
efforts were directed to securing the external or 
wt'st'Crn t rencdi with the villages of Arleux (this 
was tak(*n by t he Canadians) and Oppy, Our 
jjoss(*ssion of Gavrc'lle, which was attacked no 
less than seven tim<*s on Ajjril 28 and 29, and 
grouml to its north, enabled us to attack Oppy 
from the south as well as from the west. 

Arleux, the liuihlings in which were still 
com] laratively undamaged, consisted of a single 
straggling strwt, flanked by iso I at (‘d groups of 
ct>ttag('s with small gardens and orcjianls. 
h]ach of the cottages had been turned into a 
Ceniuui redoubt. Wive entanglements of 
great width extendcMl in f rout of the village. To 
its north three successive sunken roads had boon 
wired and provifled with numerous machine-gun 
posts. The ground before Arleux was undulating, 
and tlit^ attackers luwl to advance along two 
liollows, an intervening ridge liiding one 
column of assault from the other. Beliind 
Arleux a long tUp ran backwards towards 
Fresnoy aial (h‘rmnn macliinc-guns swept this 
open funnel. The lllth (Jerman Division 
defended the line from Arleux to Oppy. 
Unfortunately our gunners had iK)t completely 
destroyed the wire, anti the (^wiadian battalion 
deputed at dawn to storm Arleux found difliculty 
in advancing. Its left, dclayctl by the inachino- 
guns in the sunken roads, w^as for a time hold up. 
The centre and rigid, however, penetrated into 
tile village, and, though losing heavily, redncetl 
one })y one the strongholds there Some 3(>0 
prisoners, including 7 officers, were captured, 
and when the hist cottage. foil the assaulting 


infantry w^as rejoined by the companies on tho 
left who had at last secured tin’s sunken loads. 
Scarcely was this accomplished wlu*n tlie 
German artillery poured a deluge of shells <m 
Arleux. Its buildings disappeared in clouds 
of red and yellow dust. Towards evening a 
violent eoim tor-attack from Fresnoy wa-i 
delivered against it ; it W'as repulses I and, 
when sun set, tho Uaiuidians were well east of 
Arleux in front of Fresnoy. 

Meanwhile at Oppy and in the wood wdiicli 
screened it an oven fiercer struggle had beiMi 
proceoding. In tlio branches of tho tre<*s 
platforms for machine-guns had been con- 
sf.nicted and tho h]nglish troops could only 
move slowly and carefully through th<5 wootl to 
the village'. At last the wood was cleared, but. in 
the cottagi's there were flcsperate hand-to-hand 
<*onfficts. In tho (h'mian background lines of 
motor -onuiibuses could be seen racing for 
Xeuvirenil, wlu'uce streams of rcinforcemcufs 
w'<u'o poured into Oppy and towards Gavndlo. 
(’ounter-attack succeeded counter-attack, and 
at nightfall wo wc're still only on the outskirts 
of tlio village. Our advance, too, from Gavrelh' 
on Oppy hail been checked. 

Still the enemy’s treiicJios for two miles north 
and south of Arleux-en-Gohelle and some jjosts 
north of Gavrollo Iwwl boon secured. At the same 
tinu^ we had advanced up t he western slojics of 
Greenland Jlill between (JavTclle. and lUeux, 
the troops engaged hi'.ro being the 37Lh and 
34tli Divisioixs, which liad already seen very 
hard fighting in tho Arras- Virny battle and wi'ro 
much imdor .stn-ngth This ridges ran south- 
eastwards to the Anas-Douai railway near 
Uloiivain, north-east of Boaix. It.s eapturo 
would ensure the defeat of tho Gormans iu 
Ko'ux*. A thousand yards east of thti w'eslcrn 
edge of Greenland Hill was a small patcli of 
woodland,'known as Sejuare Wood. Tho tri'iich 
in front of it had been oblit (‘rated by our 
gunners, and two companies of a f^oialon 
regiment crossed it and drove the (Jerinau 
garrison out of tlio sliatterod trees, A 
thousand yards beyond was another and largcr 
w’ood, calli'd “ Kailway Gopsi^.” The J..ondoners, 
with both flanks in tiie air, made for it and 
forced the enemy to withdraw las guns on tlio 
western edge of tlic wood, I'nlcring wdiich our 
men dug thoniselves in and waited for their 
eomrades to line uj) with tliem. As tlioso had 
had to lialt to recoivii counter-attacks, the two 
companies fell hack through Square Wood. 
In the meantime on their right a determined 
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effort, had boon made by other troops of the 
rjVtfi J)ivisioii to seize the crest of (ireenUiud 
Hill Koiind the remains of a windmill on 
the enist eliarg(‘ followed ehar^^e, but at nij^ht- 
fall llie liiglu'st f)oint abo\'(* IMouvain still re- 
inaitu'd in (hMinan hands. Wliile (hestrn^^le 
swayed to and fio on (he rid^**, troops of the 
;i4th Division from llu* (Miemieal Works flun^ 
^hems«dve'^ on (he eeineteiy and ruins of Rteux, 
which, in thr* woids of a British ofHc.er, “ simply 
hristli'd with maehine-^uns.” Some progress 
was mad»i ))ut the l)u!k of the village was not. 
reduced. Across the Searjjc, under lire from 
Ihf^ llo'ux W’ood on th(* noi th bank and from 
tlu‘ Alonchy region, the' British dnwv a little 
nearer to P(‘hcs, an<l lHd.W'(‘(‘n Ik'lvi^s and 
Moiahy-h' Ihenx we sliglitly ad\aiiced our 
JiiM'. 

in th(‘ <rourse of (la* bloody fighting on tla^ 
2Kth an incident, occurred worthy of nuaition. 
A Bavarian battalion, count C‘r-at tacking, ex- 
p(‘ll('d some of our na^i from a caf)(ured trench. 
Pursuing blindly tht‘y w(‘re cut off by a body of 
IJncoIns and North Country troops interior to 
tliem in numb(‘is. A terrible combat at haialy- 
strokt's ensued, with bayoned, clubla'd jdfk* and 
e\(‘n stones aial flints d’hc i(*snlt was that (he 


British practically destroyed the w^hole batta- 
lion, except some tw'o or three prisoners. On 
Sunday, Api'il 29, we increased our gains by 
taking a mile of the t-iuany’s trench system 
south of Oppy. The Hermans offered a stub- 
born resistance and delivered several imsuccess- 
ful counter-attacks. On Afiril 30, the date 
when th(^ Battle of AToronvilliers had boor, 
renewed, the Hermans counter-at tacked between 
the Scarpe and Alonchy-le-Preux, but were 
completely repulsed and failed to recover the 
ground lost b(*tween Ark'ux and Havrelk.. 
'riie Oppy Wood wus the scene of very 
severe lighting. 

During April 1917 the British had taken 
ovi*r 19,500 prisoners including over 400 ollieers, 
and captured 257 guns and howitzers, among 
lliem 9S heavy guns and howitzers, also 227 
1 r(*neli-moitai’S and 44)4 inaehine-gnns. They 
had gained the Vimy Ridge anil thu Searpe 
lleiglits. X(W('rtheless the ari'a in fi*ont of any 
(M)nsi(l(*ral)l<‘ section of the Wotan line (as the 
H(‘rmans called the Drocourt-C^ueant line) had 
not yet been e.learod. 

4\) prevent Prince. Ruppreeht rftinforcing 
the Herman Crow'u Prince’s amiies soiilli of 
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[Ojjicial pholo^tafli- 

CROSS-ROADS NEAR TINCOURT BIOWN UP BY THE GERMANS. 


Lrton and north of MoronvillieiN, Sir DoiijJilas 
llaiir on May .‘5 onc(} loon^ attackod. May I, 
HM7, luid boon unoxcntful. Tlio lU'Xt day. 
\V<"dn(*sday, May 2, all om- ])attori(*s rainod 
pi’ojoctilos from the south of Lons to Iho neigh 
hoiirlujod of Uambi'ai. "I'he (h'linan guns 
replied tieroely. This artillc'ry duel was tla* 
pi*i*lude to tlu? Hattie of Krc'siioy- Ihilleeourt. 

’rh(' two precM'diiig l)attles had })roiight us u[) 
to th\^ Oppydhieant Jin<‘. In that about, to bi^ 
narratt'd t Ik* obji'etivo of Horne and Allenby and 
(tough, whos(j Kifth Ai'iny coo[)erated on Allen- 
hy's right, was to eli‘ar t he eiuuny out of it from 
the north of AiTmix across th(‘ Scarpc' to Hulh*- 
court wh(*i’e the linc^ touched the devastated 
region. d’h(‘ front assault<'d jiieasured con- 
^idt'iahly longtM* than had hitherto Ixmmi the 
<-asc. While tiu* Third and Hirsl Aiinii's 
atlackc'd from lA.)ntaine-hv.-(k’oisill(‘s to t"r(‘snoy 
the Hifth Airny was to m<jve once more' against 
the IlindtMiburg liiu'- in tiie neighbourhood of 
Hnllecoiirt , total distaiK'c was ovi*r Hi 

inih's. 

Our preliminarv bombardment was terrific 
On the night of Wednesday, May 2, the wh(»l<* 
sky was lighted uj) with the hla/e of guns a.iul 
<»f bursting sliells. At. ‘id.") a m. on 'riuuNday. 
May th*- advanei^ begiin in the dai k. It was. 
iirlei'd, }>y tin aeei<lent of wt^alher. too dark. 
Our men liad great diilieulty in koepina 
<lii‘(‘etion. ddie nunilxT of t!*oops used was 
small in [»roportion to th(^ front aftaeketl. 
and tak(‘n as a wlnjh*. tlu' day >vas, jierhaps, 
the least satisfactory of all tlu* fight i fig in 
this area. 

The attack penetrated the ("Jerinan positions 
|)ractically along the w'liol<‘ front. Eastern 
county battalions ontered Hoaix and captureil 
the German trtaiches south of Fresnoy. On 
the extreme left Horne's Canadians from 
Arleux assaulted Fresnoy village ; on the 


<‘xtrcme right Gough's Australians en(U‘avoure<l 
to w*<‘dg(' t lu‘ms«‘lves bidwt'cn HulU‘court and 
Oueant, the .southern terminus of llu‘ (Serma.ii 
lin<‘ from Droetiurt, w hiU* sout h of tln^ ('anadia.ns 
aful north of the Australians, battalions of 
English. Scottish, and Irish rigiuaiits thrc'w 
themselves at. the Geriue.n entrenchments in 
the <listriet traviTsed by the Searjic betwecMi 
.\rl(*ux aiul Hulh'court. It was a. day (M’ liot 
sunshin<‘, a.nd the physical energies of the men 
w<‘re tried to their utmost. 

Ert'snoy, dt'hauh'd by the (h‘inia.n l^ith 
Heservf' Division (lOth, 2tM h and hOth Hegi- 
ments), was v<‘ry sti’ongly fortified a.nd wire<l. 
H<‘tween the wire and Arleux the (aieniy put 
up a barrage of shells through which the 
Canadiaiis who attaf'ked JM‘r<‘ ha-d to pass, 
hollowing oiu’ own. barrage sona^ of IIkio 
ruslusl for tlu‘ gaps in the ent a.ngl<aiaaits, 
ot hei’s tried to force the ruins fiom the uoi’tli 
and smdh. I nnumera.b!<‘ f(‘a.ts of \j*..lour were 
pei'fornied. h(M* exa.niple, one ('anadian siiigii*- 
luuide<l kilhsl the erew' of a machine gun a.s it 
emergiMl from a. dug out ; a.not her ('a.nadia.n 
when a Stoki's bivinb lell at his t<‘el ])i(‘ked it. 
UJ) and thing it a.t a “ ])ill-l;ox.'’ The (l(‘F‘iuans 
beat off the fronia.l attack but lh<* fla.rdx a,lta.el<s 
succeeded. Some 2.-)(l prisotaa’s and eight 
ofb<*er.s were captured, d'lu^ gairison in l*'re^- 
noy. which lia.d been st naigt hened. ma.d<‘ a 
sorhi* against our line an houi later and 
suffered \ery h(‘a\il,\. In tin; iwernng ln).^tile 
infantry \ io!(‘ntly eoimter-al ta.eUed siippor(« d 
by an intense ])oinl)ardmenl ot hea\y 
guns, Eight ing ot the most seven’ eha-i’aeter 
ensued which ra.g(Ml during the a-fti rnoon and 
far into the night, a.n<l our* troops w<‘re tore<-d 
back from Ho’ux aial ('lierisy. Th(‘y clung 
on, however, to hi'esnoy a.nd thi’ Hindcaibiirg 
line east of Hiillecourt and to parts of th(< 
German trejudies west of Fontaine-I(‘z-( Toisillcs 
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MAP ILLUSTRATING THE FIGHTING AROUND BULLEGOURT. 


and souili of tho Scarpo. Those oporaiiou^ 
had given us 9()8 prisoners, of wlioin 29 were 
otlioers. 

While tlie enemy retained Oppy and Rmux 
it was impossible to ixdvaiiee on a wide front 
north of the Hearpe against this part of the 
(Jerman line. Of the two villages 0])py 
was tho nioie exposed, ])eeaiiso it was 
moiiaeed ])y the British in Arleux to its 
north ami in (hivrelle to its south. Bieux, 
on the other liand, was protected on the* 
south by the Scarpe and )jy the Uermans 
Isdwecn tln^ riv(‘r and tlie Sait Wood. 
To the defence of Oj)j)y Prince .Kuppr<H*.ht 
sent for\/ard the Prussian 2nd and 1st Guard 
Rt'servo Divisions. Tin* 2nd was dis])oscd 
round Oppy ; the 1st confronttMl the Britisli 
in the vicinity of (Javrelle. Before daybreak 
on May 3, English troops, after the guns had 
thinned the trees and demolislavl tho entangle- 
ments in 0})py Wood, bu?*st into it, and 
enl(‘rcd the street leading to Xeuvireiiil. 
They pcnetrateil as far as the south-eastern 


end of Oppy, but wer(^ foreeil back by vigorous 
conn ter-at tacks. The^ Prussian Guards had 
not been entin*ly cleared out of tlw^ wood. 
Many from platforms in- tho trees poure<l 
jets of bullets from their machine guns ; the 
wrecked chateau in the wood had not been 
reduced. Attacked in flank from the south 
and south-east by masses of Prussian Guards 
our incui slowly c^vacuatod the village and wood. 
Between Fresnoy and Op])y, however, some 
progress had ))een achieved, and the English 
had united u]) with the vict orious Gaimdians. 

From Oppy to Gavrelle tht^ ground, studded 
wuth “ pill-})()xos,” had bc'cii the scene of 
(U'speralo and prolonged fighting. The wind- 
mill on tho outskirts of Gavrelle, just north of 
tho Arras -Douai road, changed hands no less 
than nine times. The Prussian Guards, issuing 
from tho ruins of Manville Farm, north-east 
of Fresnes, and from the Fresnes Woods, 
refused to abandon the brick-strewn mound, 
but at nightfall the British by a magnificent 
bayonet charge succeeded in sec\iring this. 
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coveted and long-disputed spot. The struggle 
between Fresnoy and Clavrelle had been in- 
decisive ; from Gavrelle over Greenland Hill 
to Rocux and Plouvain on the Scarpe the 
enemy also stubbornly maintained liis position, 
•^riio terrain wa« so churned up with shell 
craters that our troops could advance only 
with the greatest dillicnlty. In <‘very crater 
were German snipers and macliine-guns. At 
tlio end of the day wo liad jiot captured 
Kmux, but we had edged ro\md it on three 
sides, and, in the afternoon, our artillery had 
inflicted heavy losses on two battalions of the 
enenxy coming from Flouvain. 


Plouvain were fairly protected from lire across 
the river. 

It was with a view to reixlering the position 
of the Germans between tho Sear[)c and tlx^ 
Arras-Cambrai road untcnabhi that Allenby’s 
right wing delivered its attack from Guemappe 

Bullecoiirt. On INTay .‘1, Cavalry Farm, north- 
east of Guemappt', was stormed, and our troops 
forced their way down the road to St. Kohart 
Factory on theCojt'iiI, about a mile w(\s( of \'is- 
en-Artois. .lust south of the roa^l, tlu* enemy 
wer(‘ (‘useonced in a triangular })al(‘h of wood- 
laixl, <*all(‘d ‘‘ Tiianglt' ^\’ootl,” and in three 
quarries joiiu'd up by tuniii’ls witht'xits leading 



[()(/tcial photograph, 

BREAKING UP A GERMAN STRONGHOLD. 

<o the Sonsec. 'The wood was slowly cli*ared juuI 


South (jf the Scarpe, Allenby’s troops on 
May .‘I won several minor actions, ddiey ad- 
vance<l b('tween tho river and the Arras- 
Cambrai chaussee on the average about .WO 
yards, eanying “ Infantry Hill.” Wh(*n sun 
set we were in Keeling Copse, l,o00 yards due 
south of Pelv’cs, and our outposts were 300 
yards west of the Vert Wood. Tlx; Sart aral 
Vert Woods had been, throughout tho day, 
<-onverted into veritable infernos, the British 
gunners throwing streams of shells into them. 
But neither tlio woods nor Pelves was taken, 
and until they were, the Germans in Ranix and 


the; garrisons of th(^ <piairi(\s bombed into tin; 
open, where they were annihilated by a barrage. 
At this ]K)int thi' Scmsec* was crossed. 

Meant imo our- troops had assaulte<l Ch(‘risy 
at dawn, from tlu' banks of the Pojeul, w<-st ot 
the S(‘nsec*. 'rrench lines, hea\'ily wii’ed, and 
two sunk(*n roads i-rm in front of the village. 
Ovt'i’coniing rdl obstacles, the Bl■itish t.roo[)s 
burst ovc'i- the ruins and reach(‘d tlu‘ Senset- 
which was also crossed at this ptrint. But a 
)i'i of (.ei'irran (-oririter -at I'Uc ks and 


j)owerful barrag(;s obliged th<‘ British to retreat. 
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and Ch^risy was recovered by the enemy. 
Simultaneously with the attack on Ch6risy, 
other British troops had proceeded against 
Fontaine-lez-Croisilles on the east bank of the 
Sens<5o. The wood north of the village was 
gained, but in the ruins, in the sunken roads 
west of and in the trenches south and south- 
east of them, the enefny continued to hold his 
own. Prince Jiuppreeht was still lighting for 
time to complete the Queant-Droeonrt line, 
and the (lermaiis clung desperately to Fon- 
taine, the possession of which impedoil our 
advance down the right bank of the Si'Iimh*. 

From Fontaine-lez-(k*oisilles the Clermaii fort i- 
fied zone ran southwards, passing to the w(\st 
of Bulleconrt. Thence it ])roce(Mlcd south- 
east w^ards to th() wt^st of Queant, whore the 
junction was protected })y a d(‘ep s{;mi-(Mrcnlar 
sysbnii of trenches and wire entanglemerds <»f 
immense strc'ngth. On April 11, it will be 
r(‘!uember(id. Ansi ralian troops liad broktsi 
the zone betw'(H‘n Bulleconrt and Qiunint, to 
th(^ left of the junction. It w'as tlu^ first elTorl. 
to use Tanks instead of art ilhu’y barrage in an 
assault, but only a dozen were <Mnpl(»y(Hl, and 
they failed to make miy impression upon the 
great fortress of BulNcourt, on tlu* Australians* 
left, which w^as to have iVeen stormed by 
British troops aft<u* th<i Tanks ha-d givt'ii the 
fsignal- a signal which was eithtn* not given oi* 
not seen. Nearly surround(‘d, entilad(‘d from 
Imth sides, without much artillery support, 
and without eoininuniccation tr<*nches, tlie 
Australians w’en^ ordered hack. 

This first peep into the mueh-vaunte*! 
ITindenburg line had been siiflieient to ])rov<' 
its stnuigth. Blit it was by no mi^ans nn- 
coiKpierable. Tt eonld not eom[)aro witli th** 
later “ pill-box ” and concrete r<‘doubt system 
adopted by (General Sixt von Arinin in tlii^ 
north, wliieh compidled on onr part a strategy 
of limited offensives, and required in Flaiul(*rs 
a ]K>liey of consistent steady thrusts. 'Phe 
ITindenburg line was little more than two lines 
of missive trenches, some 80 yards apart. 
Fach line was heavily wdred, and replete with 
deep dug-outs and shelters, but the Britisli 
and Australian corps in the Somme country 
htvl so harried and hastcnicd the retreat that 
the (lorinans had not had time to complete 
the system, and even as late as May no revetting 
had been done in the trenches. 

The lighting in this sector was judged of 
special importance. P'or it was hoped that 
the Fiftli .*\rmy by bn'aking the PTindenburg 


line would cut off and capture the Oennans 
as they w’oro driven down from the north- 
west by Allen by. 

The end of April and the first days of May 
saw the completion of (Tough’s far-flung pre- 
parations for his section of the attack. BattcM-y 
after battery had been driven oi- ili’agged over 
the devastated Somme region, and th*)re w'eie 
great accumulations of shells. Although the 
Fifth Army bad mo\'ed 20 Fuiles from its 
winter lines, a barrage probably wdtbout 
parallel on our side until that date, was 
arranged Tlu're was little time for the 
studied emplaeiMuent of guns, and detailed 
()bs(‘rvation of eiuMiiy positions, wdiieh pnwioiis- 
ly at Vimy and later at. Mt‘ssines and Ypr(*s, 
made dest ruction of dtd’enees ei^rtain ; it w^as 
a battle barragt^ under tlu^ conditions of the 
new war of movement, wliich Hindenbnrg’s 
Somme retreat had brought into being. Yvt 
it seemed to expre^ss 1 b<‘ full UK^kning of Britain’s 
vast <‘fforts in tlie making of munitions. The 
“ Iieavii^s ” nua'eilessly pounded, for many 
days, the (Jennau (k‘fene(*s and their covt*ring 
wire- work. And wdien the barrage openi'd 
iit dawn on May 3, it was like a rolling storm of 
project ilc^s. “ Bi'fore the first gi’cy light of tlie 
morning,*’ wToti* ^Ir. F. E. \V. Bean, the 
Ofiieial l*r‘ss (’orri'spondent. with the Austra- 
lians, “ guns for mile upon mile behind ns, am I 
tt) the north-west, behind t hi^ Brit ish front as 
far as the i^ye eonld s(‘(‘, hurst into a fire faster 
than the rolling of a kettle drum.’* 3’his 
barrage continued withont rt'ductiou for m()n‘ 
than three hours. It show"t*nvl t lest riud ion 
upon the (Jermans, rolling onwards to far 
beyond their tnnieh system, wdiilst htuwy guns 
poiindi*(l their hack ai'cas and the points 
w'hiTt' their troops left tin* vehicles to inareh 
on feet to the front Ireiielie.s. 

Vaiying forluiu'.s attended thf*. day. On 
the right half of (leneral (lough’s si‘r*f()r, 
the Fiftli (Jorps dented the (h'rman lines, hut 
did not get threiigli. On the left, the Second 
.Australian Division fouglit tlnongh the wliolt^ 
system of di'fi'nei*.-*, and a\vait»*d the tall 
of Bullocourt for a fnitlu*!* advance*. That, 
evening it seenu'd that tlu^ gr<‘at aim was 
to 1)(* achieved. Strong eoniiter-al tacks were! 
t'xpeeted, but tin* ultimate junction of Allenhy’.s 
troops with the Australians would have, 
enveloped a largo (lerman force, an<l another 
attack at dawn was ordered against the 
great impediment -Bnlleeourt. 

1’hat fortress was to become tin* centre of a 
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maelstrom which raged for 13 days, and it is 
worth describing in detail. Wherever men of 
York, of Aberdeenshire, of Essex, tell of the 
deeds of their sons, Bnllecourt will bo on their 
lips ; in the lonely country homes and thriving 
cities of Australia, it is known with Gallipoli, 
Pozieros, and Ptisschendaelo as a national 
battle-nanio. Its great strength lay in its 
concrete machine-gnn einplacemcnts and collars, 
its deep tunnel through which reserves were 
constantly brought up, end in the tenacity of 
its defenders. Its few dn/(‘n cottages clnstered 


with the Australian division at Riencourt, 
up the hill, towards which Victorian troops 
(Sixth Brigade) had already gone according to 
time-table. That they did not manage this 
w^as duo to nothing that valour or death 
could achieve ; for in Bullecourt they had 
imcountered a defensive position wliich with 
Thiepval will rank as one of the stoutest 
ever defended by German troops in France. 

The fighting of May 4 brought no change, 
and all hope of captures had to be given 
up. Counter-attacks pushed hack the troops 
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GETllNC; A HEAVY HOWITZER INTO POSITION DURING THE ADVANCE. 


between a large brick building at the south- 
western edge, and a relinery at the back. All 
lay on the flat and almost treeless side of a hill, 
overlooking the Hiiideuburg line to the south, 
and liiddeii to the north by the ris(^ of the 
slope. Tt jutted out, a sinister ravelin, in such 
a w'ay as to seem ahead of tho cdioseii line, 
like a solitary fortress ; but it w^as stiffly 
connected into the general defence, and a 
.strong trench system ran rounil it. 

The ()2nd Division had penetrated through 
this syst<*m on ^lay 3, and liad proved the 
merits of the late divisions of the New' Army 
by stofnning many of the village dt'fences. 
Isolated parties were in Bullecourt through- 
o\it tho day ; some even reached the refinery 
across the Hindenburg line They w'ero des- 
perately anxious to keep their appointment 


at Gh<5risy and Fonts iiie-lez-Croisilles to tl\eir 
original line, and the attack on Bullecourt, 
which was not accompanied by heavy artillery 
fire, owing to the liopo of saving the resolute 
British troops holding out in it, failed. Tho 
Australians liad liad a severe day and night. 
They had indeed several times been within an 
ace of that retirement to tho old line which 
had become inevitable along other portions of 
the battle front. Their hold on tho Hindenburg 
line w'as extraordinarily slender. Originally it 
was a mere 400-yard break made by the 23rd 
and 24th Battalions (Victorian), whose third 
w'avo had passed on towards Kicncourt before 
tho failure of the attacks on Bullecourt had 
bee 1 realized. The Fifth Brigade (New South 
Wales) which had advanced on the right of the 
Sixth, forming the extreme right flank in tho 
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A BOMBARDMENT WITH HEAVY HOWITZERS IN PROGRESS. 


order of battle, had found the German lines 
held in great strength, and all those who 
reached it were killed. Part of the Brigade 
later joined their Victorian comrades, and with 
great dash bombed down the G<'rman trenches 
towards their first and second objc»ctivos. This 
work was continued by the Seventh and the 
First Brigades, and by night time the Austra- 
lians hatl secured all that portion of the Hindeii- 
burg lino marked out for tlicnu in the general 
scheme — some 1,200 yards. More than half of 
this had been won by bombing, which was now 
the intensest form of hand-to-hand figliting on 
the Western front. Some Western Australian 
troops had also been sent against the south- 
western side of Bullecourt, to aid the 02nd 
Division; the first wave was aimihilated, and 
the orders to the fathers were countermanded. 

'Phroughout the night tlie (jlermans tried 
<lesporately to turn the Australians out of th(5 
line, and counter-attacks were numerous. The 
Australian position was like a large flower on 
a very slender stalk — a single communication 
sap, bravely dug by the engineers during the 
first hours of the attack, being the only link 
between the new positions and the old. The 
heaviest counter-attack was made at 10, and 
consisted of waves of “ storm troops,” who 
advanced from Bullecourt on the one sitle and 
from Qu6ant on the other. They used flame 
throwers, mortars and bombs, and were mot 
with a hail of Stokes mortar -bombs and with 
-cold steel The Australian^’ right was .slowly 


driven in. The Germnns reached (*von to the 
sap. They came on wave' after wave ; the 
heroic survivors of the 23rd and 24th Bat- 
talions, which still clung to their gains of the 
morning, seemed doomed to isolation. “ The 
precious grip on the Hiudeuburg line,” wrote 
an Australian correspondent, “ seemed to 
slacken and fail under mere weight of the 
enemy thrusts. Back at the railway embank- 
ment, the old Australian front line, every man 
was givtur a post of defence. Thti Brigadier 
seized a rifle, Bight hundred yards forward in 
(he new line the word wont round to retire. 
‘ Wlio said retire ? * said the men. ‘ None of 
our officers will say retire.’ They resolved, 
these Victorians, to die wlu^re they stood rather 
than give up thoir gains. And it seemed at that 
moment that tlio clioice had definitely come.” 

The counter-attacks were beaten back l)efore 
midnight, and during the day troops of tiu* 
First Australian Division recovered by bombing 
all the lost ground. By the evening of May t 
tho battle had become a stern struggle for 
the reU^ntiou of this pathway through tlie 
Hiiidoiiburg lino. To the north tho fighting 
simmered down ; The hope of gr(*at captures 
was abandoned. But liere was tho vital breach, 
through which further advance might become 
possible ; and tlie forthcoming events on tho 
French front demanded that the full enemy 
strength should be kept employed. 

General (^ougli brought up the Seventli 
Division, wdiich reiieve<l the 02nd on the 
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Bu]l('ooiirt front ; th(^ roniniriiii^y brl^^aflos of 
thi* First Australian Division niovod u[) in 
support of tho Second Australian Division, 
and (l^ma-al Hobbs’s Fifth Australian Div'ision 
was bro\i^ht within sti’ikinj' distance. It 
was dctc)tuiri(‘d to take Mullocfpirt by a 
s(‘rics of fi-ontal assaults, and to hold at all 
costs the br(‘acli in the Hindenbur^ line 
to tlu^ riLcht, despite the mass of artillei-y 
which the (Jcrnians wen*- now c()nccntratiuLr on 
tliis solitary spot 


that some of the H2nd Division were still holding 
out, was commenced. Hullccourt chant^od 
shape visibly under our tire. During May 5 
and (), and indecHl, though in lesser <logree, 
throughout the remaining days of the battle^ 
Ihillecourt and tin* positions to tlu^ south wer<‘ 
an inferno of explosiojis. d’lK^ enemy barrages 
were little less tierce than our own, whilst our 
steady j)oundiug of the ruined buildings east a 
])all of dull nsldish suiokt^ over the, ])att.lefield. 

A strong assault was launched by (Jordons 



{Ofjutal (uitMogrupU. 

A TKACTOK IJISABI.EU BY THE ROUGHNESS OF THE ROAD. 


d’h'* battle of Fn*snoy - 1 ’ulU'courl had thus 
yiclde<l jippreciabU* l•esults. Horne's (’ana- 
dians had secured Fr<‘s<ioy. Hinbcood s Aiis- 
ti'aliaus had inscr(e«l themselv<*s betw«‘eii the 
()ppy-QiicM.nt iuid t he I )roceui t -(^ueant lines. 
Onthelirst day we had f a.k<*u o\ ,‘r prisoners, 
including 2S olVicers, and we had pi*eventi*d 
Frinee Kupprc'cht reinforcing tlu^ (lenuan 
Drown l*rince, who, .is d(*scribed in (duipter 
(dd.\, was succ('ssfully attaekt'd on May t, 
aiul (i by (Jeiieral Niv<'lle north of the Aisne. 

Some bra.\ t* i\‘c*oimoit riny work by ollicci-s' 
])atrols and a'croplane ohsi'rvation establislu'd 
th(' fact that all the lih‘ shouing in Hulle<*ourt 
was (JiTiuan. d'lu' drenching with heavy 
shells, w hieh had been a\oi<led in the hope 


of the 7th Division in the early morning of 
Monday, .May 7. The 2()7th (J(‘rinan Division 
had beeti brought up to dehMul it, and the light- 
mgwas stubborn. Tla* (Jordons juaiet rat <mI int<» 
the ruins, a.nd .at the sanu* tim<‘ troops of tla* 
1st .\ustralia.u Division began to Ixnub down 
the trtMiches on thi‘ wt'stinn side. Siiuu^ .May IJ 
th(‘ .Australian po-ithai had been fully cx])OKed 
on <Mich Bank, the points where tlaar occu])ation 
of the (Jerman systf'in <‘mled being marked 
<nily by sa.nd-l)a.g barricades. The Scottish 
troops, known (‘verywhei’c anunigst the 
tralians as “ docks,” clung to a line across the 
south-(‘astern corner of the village*, and about 
noon that day the union of Scottish and Au- 
tralians took [)lace in the Hindenburg line on 
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the fioiith-western slope of Rullocourt, rtiid a 
contiiiiioiis front was established firmly from 
the pounded hillside to wJiieh the Australians 
luwl so tenaeiously held, 

'Fhe Clormans would not yet admit, defeat, 
dut in a siipremt^ test of strength, in which 
they showed no hick of men, guns, or shells, 
they were being steadily thrust back off their 
highly-pri/.<Ml groun«l. Their leaders se(*m<‘d 
apprehensive tind nervous. 'rh<‘y were not 
yet n‘ady with the l)rocoin-t -C^iieant line. 


from one, and seeming to lurch forward and 
plunge into the next. It was well done, but 
it was irresistibly funny to watch. Our men 
stood on the paraptd, and breast-high against 
it. w’ith <*igar<'tt('s in their mouths, and shot as 
they lia\e seldom J)vd th(‘ chance to '^hoot . 
'Tht^ attackers wt're sim|)ly wiped out with 
riHt> and machine-gun lire, though somi‘ got 
closi! to our liiu*. d'hey trii'd at tlu' sana* 
time a bombing at.ta.ck on th( Ihiiik, and this was 
wi‘ll eount(*red by our Stokos gun-.” 



\()tjn ril phvlu^riify/i. 

A (;KUMAN OBSEKVATION POST DESTKOYEU BY GUNdTRK. 


according to the re[)orts of our aii inen, and th«*y 
])taced j^reat importanct^ u])on n*ga.ining what 
t hey had lost nt‘ar and in Bullecourt . By May S 
they had <‘ount4‘r-at tacked in this art*a no 
less than 13 times. \<wv net hods w'«*re <*m- 
])l<'y<‘d. An Australian general thus <lescribed 
a counter-attack in which shell hoh^s were 
used ; “ [t was for all the world lik»‘ a school 
ol seals. First th(‘ heads of a number of Ger- 
mans w(*r(^ s<M'n in the sunken roa<l, near 
Hieneourt, to which sone* of our men hatl 
1)euetrated during the first, minutes of the 
assai.ilt. The count<*r-at tacking troops were 
terming up. Then they c*ame over tie* top. 
'Phey came, two or three hundred together, 
diving from shell-hole to shell-hole crawling 


By all the theoi‘\ of wai* the Australians 
should have b(‘(‘ii ihrown out of tlieii* posit iiui. 
A captured Prussian oibctu*, who could not 
uiiderstarul their v(‘ntui-ing to retain so exposed 
ii salient, spf»k»‘ of them hopelessly as “those* 
matlmen from the Antipoiles.” But e\cr\ yard 
ga.in<‘d in Bullecourt iiiercaised the jirea ov(‘r 
which the Gei’iunns had to distrihutc their 
shells, jiiul the linking up with the 7th Dixision 
lirmly secun'd th(‘ kd't flaid\. 

J5y a second assaiult the 7(h Dixision 
slightly incr<*ased th(“ir grip on the x'illagc*, 
but for four <lays aft<*r the junction gnat 
efforts xvere still recpiired to consolidate the 
position, defeat. c*ountcr-attacks, and pn*- 
pan* for the assault planned for Mny 12 



THE FIGHT IN BULLECOURT. !»•«»'« .<<»««». 
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At dawn on that day the village was assaulted 
from three sides. Oordon Highlanders and 
Devons dashed into the ruins from tlie west, 
English troops from the south-west, and 
Australians from the south-east. The battle 
proceeded during this day and the next wit h all 
its old fmy. The Australians’ part was 
ontriLsted to the 15th Brigades (Victorians), 
who were so close to the Ocmian positions 
that an artillery preparation had to be dis- 
pensed with. There wtire in parti(;uiar here 
two strong posts bristling with machine 
guns in concrete emplacements, atid ffaiced 
with thick wire. Fearing to withdraw Iris men 
whilst artillery destroyed the ontangloiuont s, 
lest the Gormans should o(!(!npy their old 
positions, Birdwood decided to rely wholly 
upon a hurricane fire with Stokes mortars. 
The fight w’iis a lively one, but thoroughly 
successful. A heavy German barrage descende<l 
before the attack, and two sections of Stokes 
mortars were blown away or buried. The 
remaining guns, however, together with the 
larger trench mortars, provided an adequate 
though singular barrage. In and about one 
strong point there wore 150 dt*ad (hTinaus, 
and tho.^e who survived seemed utterly cowed. 
The storming troops nwX a shower of bombs, 
but the Gormans soon capitulated. 

Similar success on the other sides of the 
village brought the British lino on Sunday, 
May 13, through the northern corner of Bullc- 
court, and all that remained to be done was the 
capture of a strong point near the refinery. 
Sunday wo spout in ropulsing counter-attacks 
arid ovicting tlwi enemy from tlio cellars and 
dug-outs, and the ga]3 in the Ilindenburg lino 
bocamo nearly two miles in width. 

A final effort was made by Prince Rupprccht 
to re-establish it. On May 12 he ha<l 
withdrawn the Lelir UegimtMit from the 3rd 
(hiard Division, which opposinl the Aus- 
tralians.* The regiment was one of the most 
famous in the Gorman Anny. It was told tliat 
the honour of recovering the Ilindenburg line 
was to belong to it, and that after the battle it 
would be sent to a pleasant resting place. 
Wliethor the “ Cockcdiafers ” — the regiment’s 
nickname at Potsdam and Berlin — enjoyed 
the prosptjcts — which had been eurnefl, 

* Tlio Lehr Rogimont coii»isis of small detachments 
brought together from the Various Pru.ssian rogiinent.s 
to bo trained together so as to ensure when they return 
to their units that they may impart instruction on 
identical linos. 


they were told, by their singular prowess on 
the Eastern Front — is not related in the 
records of the prisoners afterwards taken. But 
they appear to have rehearsed the attack 
with groat thoroiiglmess. Aeroplane plioto- 
graplis were taken of the Australian positions, 
and model trenches made for the rehearsals. 
The regiment went over the attack by day, 
and then by night. Little wliite screens were 
used to marlv the distances, so that the men 
would by practice know almost by instinct 
the places they had reacluMl. livery man 
was taught his exact duty in the attack. 

A great bombardment preceded this lissault. 
All day on May 11 German artillery and mor- 
tars pounded the Australian line. At night 
the bombardment intensifit'd, and an liour 
Ixdore dawn it became terrific. At 3.45 tbt3 
“ Cockchafers ” advanced. They attacked the 
Australians from right flank, wliieh was still 
in the air, to the jimetion with the 7th 
Division, whilst other spt'cially trained troops 
jKlvaucod towards the British in Bnllecoiirt 
itself. At this point- the Germans had to come 
in frontal assault across levtl ground, a^nd our 
garrison of London troops shot them down 
before they reaclu'd the tn‘U(;h(\s. On the 
right, however, where Australians and (hT- 
mans were only 10 yards apart, sevtjro haiid- 
to-liaud fighting took phwe. Mr. Bc^am wroti‘ 
tlie following deseription of tlu) “ Cockchafers' ” 
temporary siicec'ss ; 

Oao after aiM)thor, four wavent of lark figures at teniplel 
to rush over tlio tumbletl, earthen sea against t he t wo mnls 
of the trenches hold by the Au.stralians. A good part of 
them Were mown down al once with hoinhs and machine- 
guns. A portion inanagcd to struggle through towards 
our front trench, ami the dark figures could be seen 
running along it and at once dro[)ping in. But the attack 
was always utterly disorganized. Within t wo minute.- of 
the assault having been begun, the n;sults of all this 
careful planning and practice had been thrown to th»» 
winds. All tliat rcinaimMl of it- was f)ctwc(‘n two and 
three hundrud Uennans in a .section of Anstraiian trench* 
with .scarcely any iilea of where they were and what- 
wa< hap[iening, inaohino-gun hullot.s sweeping above 
their heads and making any hort of inoMunent utleiiy 
perilous. 

The Genrians hdd their small gain fer souk* 
tliree hours. None esettped, .Vll wc'n* im- 
mediately cut off from their own line by a 
heavy barrage, which thundercMl down with 
fine precision behind them. Two eoiinttT- 
attacks, both launched straight iit them across 
the top by the New Soiitli Wale.s garrison, 
tvecounted for tlie lot. The first counter- 
attack drove tlu'm into a small corner of the 
trenches ; the second, which was snpported 
by Londoners, \\ho temporarily took ovn^r jjart 
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of tho AuHtrolian line, cloarod them all up. 
This eountev-hlast was (loliv-ered in broad day- 
light, and it marked the finish of the Oerinan 
resistance in tho battle of Ihilk'court. Next 
day tho last stro]ig point, on tho battlefield 
was s(Mzed by British troops. 

'iriie j)rolong<‘d battl(' for Bullecoiirt and for 
tho consolidation of the eoiKpiered southern 
st‘etor of tho ()j>j)y-Queant line had its main 
value in the distinct beating and haininering 
it inflicted upon Trini'e llup|)r(‘cht’s army. As 
evi'uts turiK'd out, tlie ])osst'ssion of liulleeourt 
was not made use of in furtluM' movement in 
this sector, for imm(idiat(‘ly upon tho stoppage 
of thc5 Krench ofTensive changes were made in 
the Allied plan, and tho centre of tlu^ British 
net ions moved fart her to the north. But Bullo- 
eoiirt ti('d (lernum divisions to tho sector durin.e 
fattd'ul days, it mauled them, and it had a 
distinct moral effect. It proved our definite 
capacity, desfuto massing of troojjs iuid guns, 
to advance into and (‘veu In^yoiul tho iJinden- 
f)urg line. 

During tla^ hattU' of Bresuoy-Bulleco\irt 
and in the interval between it and the hattl(‘ of 
Wytscluw’te-Mossines, sevtantl incidents occurred 
d'‘serving of detaik'd notice. On Saturday, 
May a day of great heat, wluMi there was a 
haze so thick that from a height of 2,000 hM»f 
aviators could searcedy sih> tho ground, five of 
our aeroplanes engaged a scpiadron of 27 
(Jei’iium machines a.rnmg(sl in t luv(’ formal ions, 
mio of which had cut in behind tlu' British 
fliers. For a full hour, from 5 to 0 p.m., the 
\ine(|ual combat proceeded, f.he enemy’s anti- 
aircraft guns jmuring shells upward through 
th(* haze to the danger of friiMid and foe alike. 
Ju the first few minutes one (Jemian machine 
was s(*en to fall in flame.s. Then another went 
<lown, turning over and ovei*. A third was sent 
spinning down and crashed on tho ground. 
Directly afterwartls a British mafhino in trouble 
dived from 11,000 to .‘{,000 f(\*t pursuc*d by a 
German aeroplau<‘. The j)ursuer was in his 
turn pursued and put out of action, and our 
machine righted itself, in tho midst of exploding 
shells, and rejoined its (‘omrades at the momerit 
when still another German aviator was sent to 
his doom. Again a Th’itish machine, with its 
res(‘rve petrol tank iji flames, was o>)liged to 
descend and was pursnetl. It made its way 
towards our lines. A German aeroplane which 
dived at it was mortally hit and droppotl like 
a stone. Three more German aeroplanes were 


next disposed of, and the rest of the squadron, 
which wa.s holievod to bo “ von Billow’s circus,”* 
retire<l. Tho porformanco of our men was the 
more meritorious because, with the exception 
of the flight loader, few of them had hed much 
experience of aerial fighting. 

The same day Captain Ball, the well-known 
aviator, fought two of his hvst siK^cessful fights. 
Having ilisposod of hostile machines he re- 
tiirjKHl safely to his iK?r()(ln>me. On Sunday, 
single-handed, lie attacked four Albatross 
scouts of a new type, sent one to the ground 
and put tho remaining three to flight. 

Saturday, IMay 5, was also memorable for 
the capture of a section of the German front 
line south cf the Snichez river. On Sunday 
morning a counter-attack was beaten off. 

It was on the evening of Monday, May 7, 
that Captain Ball closed his career. Together 
with another machine he drove' down a Hun 
iieroplanc* and then clcst'd with four others. 
Ilis comrade sent one crashing to thi' ground, 
hut, woutHied in the wrist, was forced to make 
for hom(‘. What exactly liappened to (’aptain 
Ball has not yi't tnmspiri'd. Tfe was in his 
2 1st year; he had accounted for some forty 
(‘iiemy macliiiu's in the course of his brief anil 
heroic canvr end he met his death in glorious 
encounter. 

Tho next day, Tu(‘sday, May 8. the G(‘rmans 
gained their first distinet succi'ss since the 
opeiimg of the British offensive. I’nder eov(‘r 
of a tremeiulous homhardiiKMit and ehnids of a 
new poison gas, the 15th Beserve and tli(* 4th 
Guard and 1st Guard He.s/a've Divisions 
assaulted the Canadian and Bnglisli tro()|is iu 
aiul around bVesn«)> . Tiny wen* repulsed, 
hut, later in the morning, an (Mitirely fre.sh 
division, the 5th Bavarian, was flung iu (dose 
formation at our wiuiry men. Kresiuiy and its 
M'ood were lost. A few hours later part of the 
abandoned ground was recovered, hut the 
village remained iu the hands of the enemy. 
In tho evening German attacks north of Fres- 
noy and north-east of Gavrelle collapsed. 

On Weiiiiesday, May 1), there was violent 
fighting round Fresnoy. The next day. 
May 10, at nightfall, th<' Germans, encouraged 
by their reijovery of Fresnoy. ‘attacked Arleux 
and the British defences between that ruined 
ville.ge and tho Souche/. riv^er. (’olumns and 

• Tlii'ro wem two of tho.so “circiwes” at this dato ; 
the other was c'oiiiruaiided by Captain Baron von Richt- 
hofen. Kach comprised from 24 to 30 machines. They 
travelled ahing the front and were used at variou.s 
points. Kence the name. ' 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


67 


waves of men were recklessly thrown forward, 
only to be thinned and checked by our guns 
and machine-guns. On the 11th the attacks 
were renewed for throe hours against our 
j)Ositions south of the Souchoy.. With flame- 
throwers the enemy succeeded in - driving us 
back, but all tho trenches were recaptured in 
the afternoon by counter attacks. 

Meanwhile the loss of Fresnoy had been 
counterbalanced by tho capture of most of 
Roiux. After a terrific bombardment on the 
evening of Friday, May 11, English, Scottish 


Haig was able to announce that tho w^hole of 
Rmux was in the possession of the British. 

On May 16, in the morning, tho enemy 
counter-attacked between Gavrolle and tho 
Scarpe. The advance was preceded by one of 
tho heaviest bombardments yet <*xperienced 
by our men. Three several columns cam(^ on 
iMdiinrl tho German barrage. One moved up 
tho north bank of the river ; another botw^een 
Kmux and tho chemical works ; the third fol- 
low'od the embankment of tho Douai -Arras 
railway. Tho first tw'o columns were smashed 
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COOKING DINNER AMID THE RUINS OF A CAPTURED VILLAGE. 


and Irish troops at last cleared the enemy, con- 
sisting chiefly of troops of the 4th Ersatz. 
Division, out of the cliemical works, the 
chateau, cemetery and western houses of the 
villag(». On the morning of Sat urday, May 12, 
W(5 cotitinued our advance and carried th<^' 
Gennan positions on a front of about a mile 
and a half. Some 700 prisoners, including II 
otlicers, and a number of trench mortars ami 
machine-guns, were captured. Simultaneously, 
south of the Scarpe along the Arras-Cambrai 
road, w^e stormed a German fort and pushed 
forward to a point about 1,500 yards etvst of 
Guemappe. On Monday, May 14* Sir Douglas 


by the British shells and bullets ; the third 
temporarily penetrated our lines, tube promptly 
evicted before many minutes had elapsed. A 
number of prisoners were left in our hamls. 

North-west of Bullecourt, near Fontaine-lez- 
Groisilles, our troops thv. same day progressed 
a little on the left bank of th(‘ Seiisee. 

M^he capture of Bullecourt was followMid by 
a vii/orous and suc(*('ssful blow ainv'd at the 
German lines between Bullecourt and Fontaine- 
le/.-Croisilles. Short lyaft(*r 5 a.in. on Sunday, 
May 20, tho day w hen the French finished the 
Battle of Moronvilliers by capturing Mt. 
Cornillet and its tunnel, English, including 
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Kentish, and Scottish, troops attacked the 
Oern\an 49th Reserve Division, consisting of 
the 225th, 226th and 228th Regiments. Our 
guns had been relentlessly pounding the sector 
for several days, and tho (^orinaiis on both 
sides of tho Sensoo offered little effective 
resistance. Some 3,000 yards of trenches and 
redoubts — 600 yards west and 2,400 yards oast 
of the river — ^w^ore eai)turod. A second attack 
in tlio early evening carried us forward into the 
tMiomy’s support line, and involved the capture 
of tho huge long tunnel beneath it. Con- 
structed by gangs of British and Russian' 
prisoners and fitte.d with alcoves containing 
sleeping bunks, shelves for rifles and bomb 
supplies, and lighted by electricity, it had 
formed a valuable shelter for Cormans, the loss 
of which involved a long part of the trench<\s 
connected with it. Over 200 prisoners had 
been seemred in this operation. With the 
exception of a front of 2,000 yards adjoining 
Ihillecourt on thc^ north-wesl, the Gi'rnxans 
now retained notliing south of Fontaine-lez- 
(Voisilles. 

Tho action on May 20, like that on the sam<' 
day at Mt. Corniilet, virtually closed for the 
time being tho Allied offensive between Ixms 
and Auberive. From May 20, to the opening 


of the Battle of Wytschaete-Messines, on 
June 7, little was accomplished on the British 
front in tho Arras region. On the 23rd we 
successfully raided the enemy’s lines south-east 
of Gavrelle. Two days later (May 25) a portion 
of tho enemy’s front trench system south-east 
of Loos was secured with 25 prisoners, and 
counter-attacks north-east of Arleux and south- 
west of Fontaine-loz-Croisilles wore repulsed. 
West and north-west of the last-named village 
we progressed slightly on Saturday, May 26, 
and on Sunday, May 27, when also, after dark, 
German raids south of Lens and north-west of 
(^h6risy ended in our inflicting numerous casual- 
ties and taking prisoners. On tho 27th several 
combats in tho air occurred. We wrecked 12 
and drove down 10 other machines out of 
contiol witli a loss of three of our own at^ro- 
planos. OiK^ hostile machine was shot down 
by our anti-aircraft guns. During the night of 
May 29-30, more eiK‘my raids near Fontaine - 
lez-Croisillcs and west of Lens were repulsed. 
The next night a slight adva!i(?e \vas made by 
us west of Cli^risy. By that date, since May 1, 
we hiid captured 3,412 prisoners, including 6S 
officers, 1 fi(dd gnu, 21 trench mortars, and 80 
machine-guns. 

In tlM5 first (lays of June there was renewed 
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WORKING PARTIES FOIXOWlNt; UP THE ADVANCE. 


liveliness. On the night of Friday, Juno I, 
the Gormans vigorously attacked a ])()st south 
of Oppy, and on the night of Satiirday, Juno 2 
the Canadians west and soul.h-west of Avion 
M,ssaultcd the eiioiny on a front of 2,0(M) yards 
south of the Souclioz river, while the Germans 
attacked our line of advanced posts south-wi'st 
of Chorisy. The moon that night slione 
brightly. By early dawn on dune .‘J, the 
Canadians had takc*n the trench(’.s garrisoned 
by troops of the .^(ith Bavarian Division, ainl 
also the ruins of the electric- light works, 
500 yards south of tlu^ Souchez, and those of 
a so-called brewery on the Arras-Lens road 
700 yards farther t^ast. Over 100 ])risoners 
had been made. '.Fhe Canadians wen% how- 
ever, not destined to hold the captured ground 
long. Numero\is German guns east of Lens 
opened fire and wax'os of Germans advanced. 
By nightfall our men had been forced back to 
their original position. 

At Chorisy during tin* night of June 2-3, the 
eiKMuy made some progress, but counter at tacks 
<lrove him back and the last post won by liim 
Wiis retaken on the night of .luno 3 4. Twenty- 
four hours afterwards the electric-power station 
south of the Souchez river passed into our 
hands, and the next night (Juno 5-0) and on 
the morning of June 6, between Gavrelle and 
Roeux, we ejected the Germans from a mih^ 


of trenches on the western slope of Greenland 
Hill, 1()2 prisoners (iiududing 1 oHieers) 
being brought in. 

On the British front in h‘ss than a month 
th<*re had bcnni captured lu'arly 20,000 prisoners, 
including 400 ofTicers. The gains in material 
amounted to 257 guns of which OS wt‘re of 
large calibre, 404 machine guns, 227 trench 
mortars and immense^ (pia/ititii's of otli(‘r war 
material. 

Wliile the fighting which followed tla^ Batth* 
of Fresiioy-Bullec(nirt |)roce(Hletl between Lens 
a!id Bullecourt, nothing occurred of mucli 
moment north of the former and south of tlu* 
latter. Apart from some small progress made 
TU)rlh of Havrincourt Wood, north of Gonnedieu, 
north-ciiHst of Hargicourt, (M\st of Le Vergui<‘r 
and Gricourt — 1 \ village between L«^ Vergui(‘r 
and St. Quentin within a bnv hundnul ya.rds 
of the ('ambrai St. Qiamtin ehauss('*e the 
British marktMl tiim^ and consolidat(‘(l their 
front in the devastated rc'gion. Bet we(‘n L(*iis 
and the B(*lgian coast s(W(?ral raids by British 
an<l Germans wc'rc reported in the iK'ighbour- 
lioods of Ypres, Mossines, Wytscluvde, Ploeg- 
steert Wood, Anne nti«'' res, .Veuvf* Chapelle 
and the battlefield of Loos. 

Whit Monday, May 28, was celebrated by 
our aeroplanes bombing St. Biern? Station at 
Ghent, the junction of the Bruges, Dixmude, 






fyfinfoi^tapfi. 

A TIMBERED ROAD THROUGH A CAPTURED FRENCH VILLAGE. 


Coiirtrai, OudoiuinU; liiu's. 'TIm* Kaisc'r ami 
Hindou])iir^ wcro in tiw' waitiii^-rouni when 
at 8.45 jj.in. our airiuoii appi'annl aliovc? tlio 
.statiofi Cousidfi-nhlo (hiriia^o was iiif1ict(*d 
hut tlio Gonuan Kuiporor and liis suito oscapod 
luiscatlK’d. 

Oil tlu) night of dune 4-5, the hostih* .sliipjiiiig 
in /(vbruggo wa'< suoct'ssfully hoinlx'd and on 
'Tui'sday, .huio 5, onr niouitors Hholknl OsUaid. 
Tho majority of tho workshops in tho dorkyanl 
woro oithor vvrcc*k(‘d or toially destroyed. Tl.a 
rritranco gat's to tho dockyard l)asin, tho 
wharf, tho sid)niarino slioltor and a dostroyor 
imd<‘r ri'iiair wen* l^adly dauicigod, Tho noxt 
day (Juno 0), a sipiadron of naval aoroplanos 
hit a big shod at tho aorodroiui? at Nioinvnum- 
stor, loniilosfrom Blankonliortrho. 

On tliat day a Gorman .-.oldior on tho Mt^sinos 
ridgo v^•roti 1 a lottor, whioh was subsoquontiy 
h)und by our nu n. tlu* addiH*ss of whioh was. 
“ASholl Holoin Holl.” 

\Vt* uro qiiito holploss upvlnst tho hJugli.-h. Thirty 
luyn hnvo boon buried in miiiu guHerios, and aro burning 
irilu the bargain. Kvery day Mm English fetch over 
sotiie »)1‘ those in die front In n<*h, or rather hole. What 
are Mie poor fellows to do ? Kvery one refuses to go to 
the front lino. We wait all night in immediate reiuiiness 
for aetioti. We eau no longer sit or lio down. Onr 
lieads aehe from the gas. Onr eigarettes ta^te of gas. 


'the 2‘l-ei>Mt imet n* ^^eel , sin'll wonhl dnso a lion mad and 
its effect is ind<'s<TibHble. Onr artillery eaniu)t' fin^ in 
the daytime. 'I’hroe days more and wo shall go right up 
to the front line again for live days. We all look forward 
with joy to binng made iirisoners. Wo rlo not toueh 
the hami grenades. It would bo useless. Nowlu'i'e eari 
a man be worse oil. not even among Hottentots. Suoli a 
pitiful life -no food, no drinking water all day, and the 
snn burns. At midniglit dinner, and at .T in t be morning 
eotlee, but not always, as in every act tboro is danger to 
(oui’s life. If we are net soon relieved we shall go mad ; 
we an* already all muddled. 

He luul only 24 hours to wait to fiiul a still 
wor.se fate would overtake him, wlicii ou Hie 
opening day of the British attack he and 
ihoiisands of his countrymen were blown sky- 
high by the mines which had been driven 
under tlu‘ir position. 

Idle above lei ter sliows admirably the nature 
of the British preparations which preceded 
the battle tlelivered by Sir Herbert Pliimer ou 
.lutu^ 7, against tho German positions botw-eon 
Wytsehaeto and Messiues ou the ea.s?ern edgo 
of the Mt. des Cats ridge.* 

Ill the period just described the main o£x*ra- 
tions may be taken as terminating on May 5, 
w liieh brought to an end the first half of (ileneral 
Haig’s plan. The decisive action wliifdi it had 
been hoped might have resulted from the 
French advance had been pi’oved to be impossibh* 
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for a time, though the resultB obtained presaged 
well for the future. So far as the British 
gains were concerned onr line had been pushed 
forward along 20 ndles to a depth which at 
some points exceeded five n\ilos and which 
everywhere represented a large and important 
conquest of enemy posi ti ons . VV e luv 1 si lat chcc I 
from his hold some GO square miles of territory. 

The ground now held reprosentod a \cry 
great improvement in our military position, 
compared with that at the commencciiK'nt of 
the operations in question. 'Phe occiqiation 
of Viiny ridge had removed a constant menace 
to the security of our line and had turned 
what had boon a danger to us into one which 
now threatened the enemy. His new lines 
from Oppy to Queant had boon penetrated, 
and we were in a position to assume mor(‘ 
active stops against him whelu^vor w(^ saw 
lit so to do. But for a time it was not necessary 
to press forward in this quarter, and in accord- 
ance with his plan previously alluded to Sir 
Douglas Haig took the second step in the 
g.MKTal advance of the British. 

(leiioral Sir Herbert. Phiiner, with thoSvrond 
Army, was now to advance on .lime 7 
.. ig.iinst the Messiiies-Wytseh.aete Ridge. Its 


capture was of the liighost importance, as it 
was a perpetual source of danger to our trenches 
in front of Ypres, which wen^ completely 
dominated by it. Moreover, the (lermans 
from those positions were able to see far over 
our linos farther north and to the west. Tin* 
situation was analogous to what had l)e<‘n the 
ca:^(^ at t he Vimy Ridge, but oven nn>re danger- 
ous to us. To conquer it was an indispensabh? 
postulate to the Flanders advance to b(* under- 
taken lattT. 

d'lie Briti.sh (^)mmander-iii -Chief ha<l none 
too many troops at bis disposal, and to obtain 
sunieient it was agn-cd that tlu* French should 
again tak-^ovci .arge of part of tlu' front which 
had been occupied by British on the Allies’ hdt 
alt the eomnu'iieenu'nt of the yeair. This opera- 
tion was carried out without hindraiuee on 
Mjiy 20, by the h'reneh extemling tlu*ir front to 
the River Omignon. 

But .something more wai,-; needed tlum ai mere 
olTeiisive against the line Messines-Wvts(‘hau‘t(‘. 
It wi^s iK'cessary to k<Tp tin; eiK'iiiy fixed in 
front of the naivvly won ])ositions, aind so (o 
at t met attrition ais to romhn* it impossilile for 
him to judg<‘ from wliieh (juairlc*!’ th(‘ iwxt 
blow wais to h(‘ aiincMl. 'Pliis was accomplished 
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“PINEAPPLE” GRENADES LEFT BEHIND BY THE GERMANS IN THEIR 
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CAVALRY TAKING THEIR HORSES TO WATER. 


a cftrt‘fiilly coiisidcn-d of operations 

limited to a seUjcted seri<‘s of im[)ortaiit objec- 
ti voH. 'they were to be attaelonl mainly by 
pow(*rful artillery fire, th<; infantry being used 
on tlu' most (‘eonomieal seaU’f e(nnpatible with 
the prop<T carrying out of tlu^ obj(*ets to be 
uttained. Here fiugm^l atta<‘ks were made; 
th«*re others were und<Ttaken beyond the 
immediate ar(‘a of operations, d'he result was 
that the* eiu‘iny was (juitc‘ unabh' ♦(> determine 
from what, point the new assault wius to b<‘ 
d<*livered, 

'The (lei-mans naturally made the best they 
could out of th(* situation In accordance with 
their halatual practice, every rai<l limited i?i 
character* and irom wliich our uumi were as a 
matter of course* diawn back was magnitie'd into 
a bh>ody repulse of tMiormous Hritish forces, 
'riu'se existed only iii tlie Teutonic imagination ; 
but they probably ser\'e‘d to placate* popular 


opinion in Germany. These various ' move- 
nwnts aj)pear also te> have puzzled tho 
k^aelers of our enemy’s fe>rcos, for although 
they knew attack was likely to come in 
the Messines Kidgt^ elireetion, the attack 
was fpiite um^xpectexl at thei moment it was 
maele*. Ye*l th'“re had been going on in that 
epiart(*r a seuieKs e)[ mining and ee)unter-mining 
e>pe‘rat ie)ns which could only be the prelude to 
a more ele'tinite^ attack. 

Of e*e>urs(‘, Sir Douglas Haig was unable to 
eleoy the gigantic successes claimed l)y the 
(h‘rmans- it was not to his beiielit to puldish 
the details. Itut tlu; various uruh'itakings he 
had set going did their work, and our leader 
Iwul no caus(* to complain of the campaign of 
German lying, which was a very feeble offset 
to the solid Hritish successt's wliich had been 
gained and were now about to b(‘ rept'ated on 
a larger .scale. 


CHAPTER CCXXIV. 


THE WESTERN OFFENSIVES OF 
1917: MESSINES. 


'PlIE' (lERMAN KuiHT IN JUNE, 1917 — TlIE BUITISH OBJECTIVE —PREPARATIONS FROM YpRES TO 
THE Ias— The P'ront of Attac k W'ytschaete— Messines Riooe Sixt von Armin (General 
I^ iJiMER — M inino Operations at the Riixse Kxpeosion of the Mines on .Icne 7 The 
Advance — Major W. Redmond Captcre of the Ridc.k— The British Victory. 


I N earlier chapters we have .seen the 
successes gained by the French from 
Fraonno- Reims to Moronvilliers, deseribeil 
the capture of the Vimy Ridge, and 
observed the reasons why the Messines ridgi* 
was to bo the next objective of the Hritisli 
P"orct‘s. The more ad\anced positions whieh 
liad been gained by the PVoiich wen* better 
suited for defence than those they had held 
before, but still wore not favouralile, for a time 
at any rate, for a further forward movement 
in that region. 

Ill front of the N'imy Ridge, which had 
resisted the attempts of P\>eh to take it in 
September 1915, but had now been stormed 
by the British, Sir Douglas Haig had decided 
for the present not to push forward into the 
plain of Douai or to fight a second Rattle of 
lioos. Nor did he propose to attack the La 
Bassee salient, which, owing to the gains of 
the British at the Battle of Loos, was, liki; the 
salient of St. Mihiel, too narrow for Hindenburg 
to use as his base in an offensive westwards. 

From the western environs of La Bassei; 
through Neuve Chapelle to Frelinghieii on the 
Lys a belt of fortifications protected the British 
against an advance westwards of Prince 
Rnpprecht’s Army froni the A'ubtM’s ridge, the 
Dorthern face of the La Bassee promontory. 

Douglas could, therefore, .safely mass the 
Vol. XV.— Part 185. 73 


bulk of his available forces north of the Lys 
and fight a third Battle of Ypn^s. 

Now undoubtedly, from a strategical point of 
view, the most favourable direction for the AllU‘s 
to deliver tlWr main stroke was against the 
extn^me Cerman right in Belgium. P'or this 
it was a neei'ssary [ireliminary to improve the 
British position at Ypres, pushing back the 
Herman trenches from the location they held 
which completely dominated our own. 

Till* aim of Joftre and P’reiich in 1914 at the 
first Battle of Ypres and at the Battle of the 
Yser had hven to move on (Ihent, so as to turn 
the right flank of the Herman Army. Met by 
an enormous superiority of men and guns, 
they had been forced to adopt the deft^nsive. 
Thanks largely to inundations, the Duke of 
\Viirt(*mberg’s army had been baffled on the 
^"se^ and the Hermans had been unable to 
force their way along the coast to Dunkirk 
and ( Calais. 

In June 1917 the enemy’s outposts were in 
tlie Dunes, well east of Nicuport. Thence, 
southwards, by Dixmude, (*xten(h‘(l a lageon 
to the edge of the forest of Houlhiilst north 
of Ypres and east of the canal which connects 
the Yser with the fiVs. As the tongue of dry 
land b(‘tween Nicuport and O.stend was of no 
great wiilth and the enemy’s coast batteries 
forbade a landing from the sea, t\w area in 
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which it was poasiblo in the summer of 1917 
to attack the Germans lay between the flooded 
region and Frelinghien on the J^ys. This area 
was traversed by the canal known nortli of 
Ypres as the Yperlee and south of that city 
as the Ypres-Comines canal. The Allies, at 
the end of the first Battle of Ypres, had retained 
e considerable salient east of these canals 
from near Stconstraate on the Yperlee, well 
south of the Forest of Houthulst, to a ]3oi!»t 
north-west of Ifollebeke. sonu* thrive miles 
from Ypres on the canal which from Yprt's 


even on the western bank. The effect of these 
untoward events was most unfort utuile. The 
Ypres stilient and Ypres itself had become shell 
traps wliich had, it is true, been gallantly eking 
to, hut which were intrinsically bad. 

It has been stHMi that tlu5 enemy possessed a 
footing on the Yser-Lys canal bank north of 
Ypres. South of Y{)res, during tht* first battle 
of that uaiuf. In* had fouglit his way uj) the 
wide valley botwetMi the canal and the eastern 
end of the Mont-des-(Ws range, almost up to 
St. Kloi, two and a half miles from Yprt's ; 



\OffUtiU f^hoU ig ni fyh . 

A FRENCH SOLDIER CARRYING A WOUNDED BRITISH COMRADE. 


enters tin* Lys at Comiiu'S. This salient had 
bet'ti greatly reduced in size during the seciaid 
Battle of \’pres in April ATay BHo, wh<*n, 
with th(' aid of poisimons gas, the (Jermans 
had tempoi’arily broken our line. Near Holle- 
lu'ke we lunl been driven from Hill til), an 
earth ln^ap fornuul from the cutting i>f the 
Vf)res-Lillc railroad ; we had had to abandon 
the woods, so celebrated in the first batth*, 
on both sides of the road from Ypres to Meuin 
and, further, to evacuate Broo<lsein<le and also 
Zonnebeke on the Ypres-Ko\ilei’s railroad. 
Ihished back to about three miles from Ypre^ 
<»n the latter line, our front and that of the 
French. whicJi had originally embraced Langi^ 
niarck and Filkem on the Ypres-Stadcn- 
rhourout railway, liad bc‘en withdrawn west- 
wards to the> immofliate. vicinity of Ypres and 
to the Yperlee canal at Boesinghe. At sonu* 
points north of Stceiistraate the oricmy were 


la* had <'a]hured the woods north and w<*st of 
Wytschaete and the end of (he range from 
W’ytschacte to Ah'ssines. From Messines his 
line w<‘nl south ovei’ flu* Home, a. tributary 
whi«’h joins (In- Lys al W'arneton. 

Sinc(‘, apart from the hill of Uassel, south of 
Dunkirk, the eight mile long Mont de^-Cats, a 
range of abi-iipt, isolated el(*vations, contains 
the only <‘onsiderable «‘min«‘nces in lh«' vast, 
])lain Ix'twi’cn the Lys and (lie North Sea, tin' 
]ires<*nce of tlu* (h‘rmans at Wytscluute and 
Messi'ies was a menaee to the Allied forc(‘s in 
Flaiulers. dht^ir communications \\ith V| )F’es 
and tin* salient (*ast of the lanal weie iiiah^r 
obs<*rvat io?i and, at any naanent, tlu* (lermans 
might take Hit* offensivt* and «‘nrlea\'our to 
deprive us of Kemmt'l, the hight'st point 
of the Mont-d(*s-Cats langt*. 'Fliis, and tho 
remainder of tin* range, securt'd, tht^y would 
reiKh*r untcnablt* our lines north and south of 

185—2 
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THIRSTY SOLDIERS AROUND A WATER-CART* 


it and l»o in a position npiin to strike at 
Dunkirk and ( ^dais 

iiofore, then, it would Ik' safe to break out 
from tla^ ^'p!*t*s salient, it was neec^ssary to 
expel the enemy from his strongholds on the 
Mont -des-Cats range and also to eompi*! him 
to abandon a large part of thi^ low, broken 
ground bet \vi‘(*n it and t la* Ypn's-C’omi lies canal. 
Krom Wytsehaete undulat iug but lower ground 
atretctlu's north-(*ast wards to tla* Vpres-Menin 
mail and thin northwards past Passehendaele 
to Staden (HI the. ^'])r(*s-Thoui*out-]b'Uges 
railway. If this rising ground could also bo 
captured, it would foi'm an advantageous step 
for the advance on Houlers and (Jhent, and 
the position of the (Jermans towards Ja'lle and 
south of it would also be menaei*d. 

Further, thi* Hriti^h attack might ultimately 
turn the- (lerman defences on the Helgian coast 
so that they would be compelled to abandon it 
and give up Ostend and Zeebrugge, tliose bases 
for torpedo boats, light cruisers and submarines 
from which so much harm had been done to 
Allied shipping cai'iying foorl and raw materials 
to Croat Britain. 

The plan of Sir Douglas Haig and OeneraT 
Petaiu was first to throw tiie British Second 


Army at tlie rJei'inun salient south of N’^pres, 
and to expel tJie enemy from tlie eastern end 
ot till* Mont-di's-t 'ats range and the high ground 
north-east of it between Wytsehaete and the 
neiglibourhood of “ Hill (50,” east of the Ypres- 
Comines canal. Tliat being accomplished, the 
British Fifth Army, moved up from the south of 
Arras, su])ported on its left by a French Army 
niKler General Antlioine, the victor of Monai- 
villiers, and on its right, by the British Second 
Army, was in the autumn to debouch from the 
salient east of Ypres and endeavour to gain tho 
higli ground between “ Hill (iO ” and Staden. 

Sineo November 19 If), when the plan of 
campaign for tlie next year had been settled 
at tlio confiavnce of military representative's 
of Hu* Allied Powers, the preparations of the 
British in Flanders had been steadily pro- 
ciH'ding. The change of ])lans described in 
the last cliapter had delayed the offensive 
north of the Lys, and it was not till tho prior 
demands of the operations round Arras ha<l 
been satisfied that labour and material in 
sufficient quantities could be released. The 
Avork of preparation was then swiftly carried 
to completion. At the opening of the war 
the area behind the British front from Ypres 
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CARTING STONES FOR ROAD-MAKlNf 


I ' 'ffll I II p/li>t<.(>r(ipl. 


lo tlu' IjV!*’ lia'l bi'C'u s(M‘vo(l by only ono railway, 
the* trunk line* from Caloi>^ to Lille by Annen- 
(ieies. At tfazebronok. a line l)ran(^luMi e)t1 
I’roiii it whieli, skirting 1h(' we‘stern end of the 
Mont -<les-( 'ats rangi*. eoniieeted ^’'p|•^*s with 
the railroads leading to Ostend, Hrnges and 
(Ihent, Hetw’0(*n the first Hattie of Yjaes and 
the Jkattle of Viniy- Ai'i'as tliesti ina<leejiiate 
railway eonimiinieatioiis had been gn*at ly 
suppleFiiented, and iii the subseepient weeks 
they developed to such an extent that behiral 
eiir lines there »*xisled, in the language of a 
war correspondent, “ a st'ries of (daphain 
•bmetions, with broad gauge and narrow gauge 
trains, all as busy as a London tenniiius before 
a tootball Final.” 

At the same time the roads and })aths in th<» 
district "were enlarged, metalled or exteralefl. 
f'orward dumps of matotial were made for the 
purpose of constructing new or reconstructing 
old thoronghfart?s in th<* crater-pitted region 
dett'nded by the enemy. As the battle was to 
he fought in the summer, special precautions 
had to bo taken to supply the assaulting 
infantry with water, Existing lakes were 
•tapped, pits to catch rain-water wore dug on 


tlie watt*r of the Lys was pum(>('d into l^aiges 
jukI then st(‘rili/('<l. h'rom lakes, pits and 
barges, pipe lines were taken forwii?-<l and pro- 
visioFj made, foi* lh(*ir rapid (‘Xtension in tlu< 
event of victory. What, was achit*\ I'd ])y onr 
enginc*ers may be sur'inised fi*om th<‘ fact that 
six <lays aftir the battle on .lime la fi‘om 
taO.OOO (o (>00,000 gallons of water daily w<‘re 
being supplied to onr men. 

Arrangenx'nt.s weit* also made for tie* trans- 
port of water, ratiojis and ston's by'' mules, 
horses, and men. St) snecM'ssfiil were they that 
during the attack wat(*r was delivHa'ed to thi^ 
troo[)s within 20 to 40 minut(*s of the taking of 
new positions, while in one case carrying parlies 
arrivtnl with watei- and rations four minutes 
after tht,‘ eapture of an objective. 

it will be recollected that, before the H.ittle 
of Vhmy-Arras, a plasticine modi*! of the 
enemy’s position had been eonstnicted. A 
model, but on a larger s(*ale covering more t han 
an acre of ground, had also been made of the 
(Jerman lines. Then*, officers and men cmild 
.study hour by hour ininiatuie reproiluef ions 
of the ruined villagc.s, farms, inns and .shatfered 
woods. Thanks to our airmen, most of the 


the Moiit-des-Cats range round Kemmel, ^id Gerniau trenches, redoubts aa^^l “ pill-b(>xt;s ’ 
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were indicated on it The battle had been 
rehearsed bit by bit. Particular featur<« on 
the incMiel ha<l been, in another place, enlarged 
to their natural size and infantrymen carefully 
trained to act against them. 

The front selectc*d for attack measured nearly 
10 miles, from Mt. Sorrel to St. Yvt^s. Our 
final obj<*ctive was the Oosttaverne Line, whieh 
lay between tla-se two points. Hcginiiing 
at Mt. Sorrel, it exten<ied south- west ward?, 
through “Hill liU “ to th(* Ypres-Comines 
canal. M'est of the canal, it ran just south 
of St. Kloi and a.scended to the (jlrand Hois 
noith of Wytsehaete. Skirting tlu^ western 
side of this wood, it went southwards well 
to tlvi west of the village of Wytsehaete (200 ft. 
liigh), which commanded the ruins of Ypre.*^ 
and the whole of the British positions in the 
salient (^ast of th(^ Yser-Lys canal. North-east 
of Wulverghem the (jlermaii line zig-zagged 
eostwarrl down th(^ vallt-y of the Steeia^bc'ck 
— a tribxitary of the Douve —traversed this 
rivulet ami, on the southern slopes of the spur 
of Messines, again turm*d southwards, crossed 
the Douve and c*nded (‘ast of St. Wes. Mes- 
sines, behind the (Jerman front, Ix^sides giving 
obsi'i’vers then'- a wid(^ view of the valley of th<» 
Lys, enfiladed the British linos from the Douve 
to the Lys. 

The main road from Ypres to Armentiores 
on the Lys pass(‘d through St. Kloi and crossed 
tlu' Wytschaete-Messines ridge. Kr^an St. 
Kloi another ehausee went east (d’ the ridge, 
through the low ground between it and the 
Ypres-Comimrs canal to Warneton, also on the 
Lys. On this high road, Knt*! with W ytsehaete, 
was tlu* village! of Oosttaverne, and levc'l with 
Messines that of (lapaard. Tlie villages of 
Hollebeki* (north-i'ast of Oosttaverne) and 
H out hem (north-i'ast of (iapaard) on the 
western bank, the chati'au of llollebeke and the 
haml(‘t of Kort('wilde on the eastern bank, 
barri'fl an advance to th«* Lys along th(' canal, 
and beyond, or east of, the canal th<* famous 
broken and woodi*d ground round Klein-Zilh*- 
bi'ke lay in the ])ath of our m<‘n. 

In th(‘ s(*etor of the are betwi*en the Ypres- 
Menin road and th(' canal tlu* most important, 
features wer(' Mount Sorrel and “ Hill 00,” The 
latter, since the Second Battle of Ypres, liad 
been constantly attacked above ami below the 
surface of the ground. 'Fhe Oerman position 
in this part was a mass of tunnels and redoubts. 
As “ Hill ()0 was the most favourable of their 
tliree artillery observation posts in the Ypres 


region, the Oermans had used their best en- 
deavours to strengthen its defence.^. To give 
one instance, they had constructed a timbtTed 
gallery leading to a chamber 8 ft. high. The 
roof of this receptacle consisted of concrete 0 ft. 
thick in which were embedded masses of iron 
rails, rivetted solidly together. A flight of 
steps led up to a horizontal loophole in the outer 
wall, through which coukl be seen the whole 
f)f Ypres, tlie back of Mt. Sorrel and all our 
intricate mesh of trenches on the flank of tlu* 
city. 

Between “ Hill 60 ” and the canal there were 
tw’o spoil banks, one behind the othei*, very 
strongly prepared for defence. 

Beyond and on the edge of the canal and west 
of Hollebeke, was a park surrounded with a 
wood, “ Battle Wood ” or “ Ravine W'ooil.’' 
In this, oppo.site the second of the spoil banks, 
were the ruins of (he Chateau Matthieu or 
Wliite Chateau, once a fine mansion. In the 
park surrounding it a stn'ain, in places 20 ft. 
broad, connected the canal wdth an artificial 
lake, south of which were the remains of some 
large stables. The timber in park and w’oods 
had been cut down and torn by shell fin*, but 
the trunks and branches with the biiek weak 
still afforded some cover to the gaiTis(.)n, when 
it emerged from its nndergronud shelters tliere. 

A straight road or di'ive, the Damm Strassc*, 
ran u]) from the W’liite (.Chateau to W'^ylsehaete. 
This road was i)artly sunken and paitly, in 
front, of St. Kloi, raised on an em))ankment 
half a mile long and some 15 ft. high. The sun- 
ken portion of the road was ])rotected by deep 
conen‘ted dug-outs, whic^li sheltered the iiee(‘s- 
sary garrisons, whih* on the emlmnkment w’cie 
rows of “pill-boxes.” In front of the Dannn 
Strasse facing St. Kloi was the “ Mound,” a 
heap of earth, the spoil bank from a tuiim l. 
'Phis mound luul been lost by the ranadiaiis 
the year befoie. Its surface was iiow^ pilti'il 
with craters produet*d by onr mines. 

Sontb of the Damm Strasse wen^ iiimmenabh* 
redou]>ts and stretches of barbed wire. An inn 
on the side of the St. Kloi-VV'arneton road, called 
In de Sterkie, hail been conva'rted into a foi - 
midable d(*fence. Between the latter road aii<l 
W’yt.sehaete lay Oost ta\’erno Woorl, honey - 
eomlaxl with dug-outs, while, nearer Warneton, 
tile N’illages of Cost t uveTiie, W'ambeke and 
(lapmird had been prepared for a stout defeiK'<’ 
by the enemy’s engineers. 

Tw'o choril positions had been constructed 
south of the Damm Strasse. The first run 
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE ADVANCE. 
Australians examininf! a large scale model of the battlefield. 


1 uslralian ojjuial ph )l( graph. 


^^li^^litly to the east of Oosttaverne. The .seeomi 
a little more than a mile to the east of the 
hijst —was known as the Warni’iton line, lieeaii.«t>s 
it ended at that town. Botli barriers would 
ha\’e to be dealt with by the British descending 
h orn St. Kloi to the J^ys. 

y'rom Wytschaete to the >V}iite C'hateau and 
I he \ pros-Coinines canal .strotched the Damin 
Strasse, with its bolt of “ pill-boxes.” Between 


th(’> Mound and the (Irnnd fhiis was a, s(*ries of 
fonniflable det(»nf*(»s with barbed-wire (entangle- 
ments covering th(‘ W'ytseluutf* i^nd of (he 
V\ yt.schaete-Messin(\s ridgi*. Tin* (Jrand Bois 
was pow'erfnlly fortifi(‘d, and just h(‘low the 
eastern crest of the ridge were obstacles call(‘H 
the Obvious Trench and Obvious Alhw. 
Beyond them a farm building, known as the 
North Hous(\ had been made into a n(‘st of din^- 
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outs and n'.}U*hi!i('-;4Uii ^h(‘ltn•s. North Houso 
(‘oiiunandod t lie appi'oaofios from Obvious Alloy 
to Oosttav'»‘rn(* Wf)od. 

Wytsohaeto, a moro .^hapoloss mass of 
masoiiiy, liad br,(*Ti or^aiii/( «l as a ^-iicular fort ; 
west of th(* villa^if a larue wood Hois 
Wytschaotc and, beyond it, the IVtit Hois, 
foi‘nn*d defences of the ty[)e >o familiar in this 
\\ai‘ 

Seen from our side, the W'ytschaetc' Messines 
lid^/^r south of tin* former villa^'e was only a 
lon^, low’ slope running north and south -a few 
tit'Ids and pateh(*s of woodland showinjj: above 
marshy LUoural. Hut this slope, so c‘asy of 
ascent in tina^s of peace, was s('ani(‘d with 
ti’iMiehes, and dott(‘d with eoiierete redoubts 
sticking up from an «Miorm(Mis barbed-wirt* 
entanj'k inent. Alony; the top ()f the jnile and 
a half long platiMiu ran the road which as<!ends 
from St. Kloi, and, traversing Messines, desecMids 
to tlu^ l)ouv(‘, and, by tin* west of Ploegstcs'rt 
Wood, joins V])res to Armentiert'S. 

At a point midway betwcMii \Vvt.schat‘*e 
and Messines w('re tiu* ruins of some buihlings 
cbristi'ned by us “ Middle* Karin.” fhwoiul 


“ Middle Karin,” on the crest looking down 
into the Steene'beek xalley and across to the 
British lines, were Hell Wood (Boia de I’Enfer) 
organized, like the other w’ooda — north of 
it a strong [)oint with works of heavy blocks 
(»f (ionerete called “L’Enfer,” and south of it 
a nest of rt'doubts, known as Tfell Karin. 
Numerous machine-guns in l/Knfer enfiladed 
tht^ area south of Wytschaete, those in Hell 
Kann the region noith of Me.ssines. 

Ill front of lltdl Kami was a curved projec- 
tion, concreted and wired, “Occur "Pnaich,” 
and, hard by Hell Kami, another redoubt, 
“ Styx Karin. ' d'o reacb tht* Wytschaete- 
Mc^ssines road our m»*n w’ould have to ailvaiicc 
down a long, exposed slope, cross tin* Steenebei'lx 
rivulet, mount tlu* lidgf* and carry, beside Hell 
Wood and the r<‘doubts, thrive lines of trenches, 
d'he roa<l crossed, they would ha\'t* still to storm 
two otlier trencla^s — October Trench and 
October Support Tr(‘nch which ran south- 
eastward from a little* east of Wytschaete to 
the* east of .Messin(*s, and also Despagne Kami 
at the head of the sliallow’ valley running 
down to (hipaard. North of Deconinck Karin 



[French officiai pfiotograpli. 

THE SURE-FOOTED DONKEY DOES USEFUL WORK ON SLIPPERY ROADS. 

Curryinii reels of telephone wire. 
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there was a flat plateau, affording? no cover 
till Oosttnverue and Gapaard were carried, 
^fessine^ itself was strongly defended and the 
approach to its western face protected by the 
work constructed round the hospice. 

To penetrate the mile and a half of fortifaxl 
ridge and plateau betwc'en VV^ytschat’te and 
Mc'ssines was, therefore, as diflieiilt a task as 
any set by the Gennan (‘ugineers to tlH‘ Allies 
1)11 the Western Fiont. 

It need hardly be inentioiK'd that the garrison 

of the ruins of Messines and the soutlu'rn and 

western slojies of its hill had been provirknl 

with every deviee for resisting tlu* lh*itish. 

Heneath the foundations of the ruined cliurch 

and in the main square a number of deep 

conereted caves had been i‘stablished. A 

redoubt Fanny’s Farm” guanh'd on the 

i\orth-east the approaches to the village. At 

the southern foot of Messines Hill ran, lik(‘ a 

ditcli, th(' Doiive, three or four yards wi<le, 

# 

Both banks of tlie river eastwards from the 
spot where the Ypres-St. t^loi- Wytschaet(‘- 
Me.ssin(*s- Arrnent ieres chaussee crossed it were 
in the possession of the enemy, whose, externat 
line ran over a low ridge southwards east of 
St. Yves and the Ploegsteert Wood to the l.ys 
at Frelinghien. The road from the Douve^ 
u{)wards to Messines was wired and protected 
by defences such as (Jrey Farm and ffun’s 
Walk. The neck of land betwe‘on the German 
outermost line and the Lys from Frelinghien 
to Warncton where it is joined by the Douve, 
was a tangle of trenches and “ pill boxes.” 

'riie (jlermans liad liad over two yea i s 
to prepare the position above d»‘scrib<*d. 
As it may be looked on as the gateway to 
-Dunkirk, (.’aiais and Jioulogue, tla'V luul 
naturally not wasted the tiiu(‘ at their dis- 
posal, and a large number of prisoners of wor 
had been tx-aselessly at work on this sector. 

.Anticipating danger in this tpiarter, Hinden- 
burg had entrusted the defence to General 
Sixt von Armin, a veteran of tlu^ war of 1870 I, 
who had fought at Gravelotte aiul had recc'iitly 
commanded a corps at tht? Battle of the Somme. 
I he Fourth Ai’iny under him was posh'd betAveeii 
the Douve and the Ypres-Menin road. South of 
the: J^ouve the right wing of the (h'rman Sixth 
Army held the line to tla^ I .^ys at Frelinghien, 
while several <livisions weie held in reserve 
nt Jiruges and elsewhere ready to support 
Sixt von Annin, should he be attacked. 

Fo deal with the British 'I’anks four of the 
new anti-tank batteries were stationed behinil 


the second-line trenches on the Wyts(‘haete, 
Messines ridge. Two w ere close to Wytsehaete, 
tw’o near Messines. Each battery consisted of 
six .short 7*7 cm. guns mounted on low’ carriages 
wdiich could be rapidly mov(Ml along the 
trenches. They fireii shells ea[)able of pi'iu^- 



[OJJk uil f’hotogr'iph . 

SAPPERS DIGGING A COMMUNICATION 
TRENCH NEAR MESSINES. 


t rating the walls of a tank, which if hit by one 
of thes(i was almost- certain to hc^ n*uderi‘d 
horf<-dr('otnfxi(. But on this occasion tlu'se 
weapons did littU* hai'm. On<‘ battery was 
literally knocked to piece's by our artilk'iy 
as its position had lx (‘U aeeiirate'ly aseentaiiu'd 
by one of our aeroplaiu's, although only brought 
into action at the* last mona rit. In this par- 
ticular instance' thivc t>f tie* six guns w(‘ro 
actually strue*k by eliie'ct bits. 

(^iiitei (‘arly in .luiie*. whe*n »the British 
inte'iisive* bombarelment wasalre*aely in preigrc'ss, 
Sixt \oii Annin w'arne'el his treieips that they 
wemld be attacked!. "I’he front ejf the expc*cteel 
battle was eletinexl with consiele*iable aeeairacy. 
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Ocnerftl von Laffort, tho commander of the 
4t}i Corps, entnistocl with tho defonce of tho 
Wytschaeto-MoHsiiies ridgo, issuod on Juno 1 
an Ordor to his men pointing out that the 
retention of the natural strong points of 
VVytsehaete anti Messines was of the greatest 
imi)ortan(;e for the domination of theW ytschaete 
salient. “ These two .strong points,” he adder!, 
“ must, th(?refor(\ not fall, even temporarily, 
into th(’ enemy’s hands. Hoth must bo 
defended to the litmost and be held to the last 
man, evr^n if the (*nejny eiits the connexions 
on both sides and also threatens them from the 
rea?-.” The res(‘rves of the divisions attacked 
would, \’r)n baf’fert assured his oilicers, be av'ail- 
al)l(^ for the purpo.se of repc^lling assaults. These, 
k(‘pt in forward ])r)sitions, would strengthen 
the parts of thr^ liia' attacked and aid them 
in holding it, aial thus give time to bring up 
the division resia’ves for an imnesliate and 
powraful e.ounter-attaek. The trof)ps were also 
to b(^ told that very strong battle reserves Ijoth 
of infantry and artillery wen* posterl elf)sf» 
b(*hind the ^ront. d’hese wow to be usetl to 
thrust back by a conerait rated and powerful 


then any specially w’enk or threatened point. 
Behind all these were the special battle re- 
serves at the disposal of the commanders of 
tho various sectors for the support of threatened 
points or for counter-attack. 

The Germans had, as wo know, introduced 
poison gas into w'arfaro, although this was 
di.stinctly forbidden by tho Hague Convention 
of July 29, 1809, which had been signed by 
(lemiany and Austria-Hungary on September 4, 
1900. Naturally we had replied to this by 
like measures. We seem, indeed, to have gone 
one better. At any rate, it is quite certain 
that German leaders and German troops had, 
a.s they would themselves express it, “ a 
h€*atheu anxiety ” with regard to the British 
gas, as the Commander of the (German 40th 
Division in an Order addre.sseil to the troops 
under his command shows. Ho said the 
greatest, precautions wore to be taken against 
hostile gas attacks, as IIk^ next division on the 
left, had n'cently lost one hundred men from 
this cause. Disguise it as they might, there 
could bo no donbt that the forthcoming attack 
was looked \ipon with apprehension, not merely 



[Official photograph. 

BKITISH SOI.DIERS ON THE WAY TO THE TRENCHES. 


attack any of the hostile forces which ought 
manage to break through, if the vlivisioual )>attle 
reserves failed to stop them. 

The method employed seefus to have been 
somewhat as follows: The actual front trenches 
were held by tla* minimum foret*s neees'<ary for 
iiiunediate security, behind these were sheltereil 
supports, the two helougiiig probably to the 
8i\ine regiments, and forming together the first 
fighting line. P’arthor back, but still fairly close 
and under shelter, each division had in second 
line reserve troops which could be used to streng- 


by the troop leaders, but also by the troops 
und(*r them. For the same General voii 
LalTcrt instructed his troops that it was very 
important to determine the instant the 
actual attacks were begun by tho British so 
that their infantry forces, while advancing, 
might at once be subjected to the most 
pow(»rful fire to make their losses as hea\^ as 
possible. An excellent maxim suited to most 
occasions, but one not always easy to put 
iido practice. For our plan was fii*st of all to 
bombard a length of German trenches far he- 
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GENERAL SIXT VON ARMIN, 
Commanded the German Fourth Army. 

\<Mul til** point select 0(1 foi* assoult, ninl further 
hy hursts of hi^h inti'iisivc' artillery fire and 
other inc'aiis to make our opponents think an 
attack was iininiiu'iit at \ ai’ious points. Tlu'si* 
hints d(V’ei\e«l thtin and iiuak' them nervous. 
“Is it cominj 4 hero ?— no, there!” Weio 
r('serv( s brought up, they were subject to 
heavy fire on the road. Far hack the linos 
oi’ approach were s^^ept. Nmnt'j-ous trench 
.aids added to their anxitdy. Did thesi' m(‘an 
t li(' first attempts of a heavy attack or were 
they nien’ly little local affairs ? 

"Idle sum total of these acts eomplefcdy 
puzzled th(^ (Germans, at any rate so far as 
fh(‘ front trenche?s wore concerned, and k('pt 
their garrisons in a constant state of ner- 
\<)usri(‘ss. 

Added to this was the necessity of string that 
reinforcements .sent up to the front line actually 
if Hched it \Vh(Mi a column was moving up to 
the trenches it was laid down that “an ener- 
getic ofllcer must always march in tlie rear of 
the column to prevent the men falling out.” 
In other wor(F, the men were shirking tlu duties 
ot the fire tri’iich. “ Fvery ma?i who left the 
trend, or reserve lin(»s must have a pass.” This 
"as plainly for the same rejvson. “ In (*asualty 
r(']>(nt8 nothing is to be eoncealed about fla* 
f'ondition of the troops, on the other hand the 
conditions are not to be painted unnecessarily 
black ” 


The whole of th(‘ Ilrd Flavarian Division, 
which, as it transpired, relieved the JOth Saxon 
Division on the ridge the night hidore tlu* 
))attle, had been placed at von LalTert’s dis- 
posal* to support if lu'cessary the connter- 
oftensive. 

Sixt von Ai*min, if may lx* add(ul, fiad, before 
our h(»mha?*dment lu'gan, \'MstIy inereas(‘d I)is 
reserves of ammunition and tlu' mimln r of liis 
h(»witz(‘i* hatP'rii‘s. At the same linu', in 
antieipafion ol a r(*\(‘rs(*, lu^ had rc'mox’ed 
lai thi r hack many (»f his hea\’y hattcrii's. TIu^ 
fnxips in the fioni line, in <*as(* fluy wen* 
i.'-olati’d, had Ix'en sn|)plied with extra (piaii- 
tities of ammunition, hxxl and wafer. 

Ihe rex'erse side of the flerman i)ositi(jn from 



GENERAL VON LAFEERT, 

In command of the 4th Army Corps. 


the Vpre.'(-r\)mines canal to St. Yv(*s was hy 
nature of about the same strength as tlu? sido 
about to he assaulted. .\t tlu* crisis of the 
First Battle of Vprc's this position liad been 
sueei'ssfiilly defc'iided foi* IS hours against two 
“nearly fr(‘s]i (lerman (’orps“ by our wcavry 
dismonnfetl tn.x)|>(‘rs (probably some 1,000 
men) of the then deplet(‘d British ea\alry 
( ’orps, su|)port(‘d hy two Indian battalions, and 
by 4,000 nu'U of Ihitish infantry fog(*tiier with 
a battalion of tlu* London Scottish T(‘!''itorials, 
|)laeed in roughly const ruct(*»l t renehes affording 
hut lit til* (ae.ci*. Sinci* the h^iist Battle of 
^ pre.-^ (lu* (*nemy had ha<i more than tw'o 
years to render* their naturally strong positron 
vastly stronger* h Vom his posts on Mill 

♦ Thi- ilivisioii luul uii ntitoi r uiia1«* ivtid brirf rxjHJ- 
ri«*Mrt?. It caino ii|>, wji-^ on(>i'< ly l.uixllfxl, and roOrod 
within 24 liniirp. It. luul aho sutf(*n*d Irravily in the 
fii^htin^? .'Oiilli of l.fn.-'. 

185- :i 
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LAYIN(; A RAILWAY LINE ON GROUND JUST CAPTURED. 


<>(), till' Mound, Wytschaofo Wood and iieai* 
Moskiik'S (‘VtTV inov(‘in(*iil of (ho British, uiiloss 
tht‘y wor(‘ undoi^roufid or othorwiso hiddon 
from viow, was visihic. The contidcaict^ dis- 
jiIiiyiHl by voii Lahort was, ( horoforo, apparently 
justified, and a frontal assault, on tla; position 
was no light task. Fortunately the (Joneral 
oppos(Hl to Sixt. von Annin was eautious and 
ingenious yet, witlial, daring. 

Sir UorlxM’t (Charles OnsUnv Bluiner, who 
cominand(Hi the Seitond Army, on whicdi the task 
<l('Volv(*d, was a Devonshire man. l^orn on 
March 13, 1857, (ho year of the lutlian Mutiny, 
he was in dune l‘)17 just turno<l (10 years of age. 
Ho ent(‘red the York and LancasttM* liogiment 
in 187(1. Broinoted ca])tain in 1882, ho first 
saw active sorvie<* in the Soudan in 1884, when, 
as adjutant of tla* 1st Battalion of his regiment, 
he was present at (he Battles of F.l Teh and 
Tainai. During the campaign conducted by 
Sir (lorald (Jraham, lie distinguished himsedf 
and was nu'iitioiuHl in <lis|)atehes, rect'iving the 
medal wdtii clasp, the 4(h ('lass of thi^ Mifdjidioh 
and the Khodiv(^’s Star. A major in 1893 he, 
three yeai's later, served with ^(ir Frederick 
Farrington in llhodesia. There he raised uiul 
commaii<.lo<l a (*orps of mounted rifles, which 
materially helped to put down the Mntabelo 
rebellion. Again he was rjientioned in dis- 
l*atch(‘s an<l rc'ctaved tlu? medal. 

In the summer of 1899, he was sent to South 
Africa as a Special Service ofiicer. Ibider 
('ulonol Daden-FowM'll’s direction, he raised a 


force for the protection of the southern frontier 
of Rhoth^sia in the invent of our being ongage<l, 
as was then highly pr*obable, in hostilities witli 
the Boers. VVl>en thi‘ South African VV'ar 
broke out, (\)lonel Baden -Pow'c^ll, as will be 
well remembert'd, threw^ himself into Maleking. 
For seven montlLs Blumer with a fow hundred 
men, though completely isolated, maintained a 
vigorous offensive, i^Uverting large Jh)er forces 
from the linns round Mafeking. In May 190((, 
Pluiner joined Mahon’s forci^ for the relief of 
tliis j)lace, which was accomplished on May 17, 
1900. Joining subsequently in the advance on 
Pretoria, Plumer received the command of a 
column. His tiredess jjursuit of De W(‘t 
through Cape t^)lony won him golden opinions, 
and in the rapid and successful advance on 
Pietensburg in April 1901 ho exhibited great 
energy. Slightly wo\mded in the course of tlu? 
South African Wa;*, hci was mentioned three 
tiiiK^s in dispatches, I’et’eived the brevet of 
(■olonol, made A.D.F. to King Edward VIT., 
created a C.B., and finally |>romotcd Major* 
(leneral for distinguished servi(;e in the field 
in August 1902. “ Throughout the campaign,” 

wrote Lord Kitchener in his disjjatch of Jiuie 
23, 1902, “ he has invariably displayed military 
qualifications of a very high order. Few^ 
ofUcers have rendered better service.” 

Pluiner left South Africa with a high repu- 
tation. In the interval between the Peace of 
Vereeniging and the opening of the Groat War 
he commanded the 4th Brigade, 1st Anny Coi'ps, 
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iiiid the* 10th Division and the 1 9th llrigade, 
4th Aniiy Corps. He deserves, therefore, some 
of the credit for the training of the troops who 
rendered such invaluable service's in the first 
year of the gigantic struggle on the Western 
Front. 

Ill 1904-5 ho was Quartermaster-Oeneral to 
the Forces and Third Military MeMuher of the 
nei\ ly created Army ( /ouncil. When Lon I 
Haldane became Minister of W'ar, PI inner was 
gi\en the command of the 5th Division, Irisli 
t'ornmand, and in 190S w’as made a Lieutenant- 
Ceneral. From 1911 to 1914 the NTorthern 
Command was under his direction. 

Plunier was not among thi' ofTiec*rs who 
accompanied tho original Expeditionary Force 
to Fi’ance. His organizing abilities hail, 
how(‘ver, ample scope at honu^ in those momen- 
tous months when Lord Kit(;hener was busy 
creating the Xew z\rmy. Hut in .lanuary, 
1915, he was given the command of tlie Vth 
Corps, forming [lart of the Second Army 
under Sir Horaee Smith-DoiTieii. His powers 
of l(*ad(M*ship W('re- at once subjeete<l to a siwere 
test. The Vth (Vans (27th and 28th Divisions) 
had t-o be InirruMl into the Vpres salient to 
n'lievi* troops <►! (h‘n«*ral d’Ui'hars Army. 


“The trenidies (so-called) scareoly oxisti'd,” 
says an eye-witness, ipioted by Sir A. (V>nan 
Doyle, “and the ruts which weri^ honoured 
with the name w'en' li(piid.” Dn March 11, 
two flays after tin* Hattli! of Xeuve (Miapi'lN', 
Plumer was viohaitly attacked gi the :»‘gion 
of St. tUoi, hut, though he lanl to give grouiul, 
he prevf*nt»*d the enemy breaking through. 
At the S(‘(*ond Hatth* of Ypri‘s in April-Mav 
101.5, during the surprise caused by the treach- 
erous use of poisonous gas hy thi' ( Germans, tin* 
Vth (V)r[)s vvas on the right of the Canadians, 
niifl it was largely tine to IMiinier's act, ion in 
reinforcing the latt(‘r, that the surpiise failed. 
So w'ell had Plumer behavc'd in the Senrond 
Hattie of V])r(‘s that, when Smith-Doirien 
returned to Fnglarnl at the end of April, 
Flunier took his place. 

Since the sueeesstul teiinination of that 
despt*rate Cfintest for V|)i(^s, Phiniia* had hatl 
to ivmnin on the detensive. The Second Army 
had foriiK'd tlie uortlu'rn pivnt of the Hritish 
line, w'hou it attacked to pienv* thfi ({(‘rmaii 
position at Loos, north of tlu^ Somnif^ aiul 
north and south of Arivis. Tlui minor (uigage- 
ments (Hooge and tin* HhilT) fought hy Plumer 
betvv(‘cn May 1915 and June 1917 have been 
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Hesf-r ibf'fl in prcviou'^ Ifc; had fully 

Jnstifitul his s(*lo<*tion arnl was iinw about to 
assofiaUi liis nana* with one of thp most strikinj^ 
siircosscs won in ilia war. 

Af((‘r tho ininrov't'iijfiit of tlia roads, rail- 
rriads, and watca* supply baliiud IdiniK'r's 
lines, ot h(‘i’ measiiir^ luul b(‘(‘n laUeri. In llu‘ 
days |)r(‘e('din.Li t lu' ball !(' a cereal imniluM- of guns 
of all ralibrcs, latwit/fM’', and trenoli mortars 
wcro broiigljt up foi* I Ik* tiiial bombardim^nt, 
and pour<“d a conliimous and overwh(*lmiiig 



\(i/Ju utl phoh f^ntfh. 

A SMASHED FORT AT MESSINES. 


rain of sIk'IIs on I Ik' CJcrman positions. Most 
important of all, tin* gigantic sc'rics of mines 
designed jo IjIow u|) tlie w holi* main (Jorjuau 
fro’it position was brought to eomf)letion. 

T(» o))tain I lie eommand of thi' aii* wa>. in this 
<‘;iso a condition pi'eoedont to \'iftory, InHanisr 
otluiwisi' o}>s(*?'\’at ioi; of the (ha’mau position 
was im[>ossiblo. Ibiless tlur entr‘eii<*!iments 
and gun p(^sitions we:e accurately ase{*rlaincd 
the altaok would }ia\<* Ik-cji vciy costly. 

\\ Iwn t*K* .\rras oltensivc died down in the 
middle of May a strong aerial oftensive was 
commenced against the enemy. Het ween .lime 1 
ami . I line a, at a cost of p) iiviehines, no l(*ss 
than 2t (hainan aeroplanes wia-i* d.e.st roved, 
and oth»Ms «hi\en down out of control. 
'The result i>t this at tack wa> sfi sur*eessful that 
the mastt'ry ot the aii‘ was gained ov<t a line 
wdiieli overlappi'd (‘onsidiiably the trout i>f 
attack. .Accurate ol)ser\ j;1 ion local ckI ev«‘ry 
iU‘W ti-eneh oi* strong point. Kvi'iy gun 
pi'sition was noti.'d and the ({erman <‘ommu- 
uieations to tla* rear were eonlinuously bombed. 
So far as our airmen could aeeomplisb it, the- 
fortitii^'d /.one to be stormed was i.-»olated. 

Debi.nd tbeir front liia* tliidh*rmaij eommuniea- 


(ioiis, })illcts and l/aek areas were all brougin 
under heavy fire. 

The supremacy in the air wdiieh was tlni 
obtained not only assisterl our map-maki r.- 
but most materially aided tlie gumiers engaged 
in the work of swe(*ping away the wire (‘n- 
tanglemeiits, destroying the dideiiees arid 
silencing the. (terman batferu^s. The devasta 
tion wrought by the bombardment wliieh 
opened on the last day of April and continued 
steadily u|) to t tie eve of the battle i*xee(*ded 
anything liitluMto attem]Jted in war. d’rei-. 
wei-c n*dueed to mat eh -wood, the slopi‘s of tin 
liills strip])e<l bare, and the villages- iiotabis 
Wvtsebaete and Ab^ssincM -were tuiaaKl 
.shapeless Ireaps of broken bi'iekwoik. In * 
we(-k tb(‘ guns liad r-edneei| the seeiK' fion 
eullixated ei\ ili/.al ion to primi'xal c)imo.>. 

dlic tiermans in tlie (beat War .had spriiaL 
.s(‘V'MaI surprises on I luar enemitvs. 'I'he hngr 
Xu.-triau dismountahlc howitzers had ri'dneiil 
biege and Namin*. 'riirowing their tr(‘at\ 
oliligations to the wituls tiny had introdnceil 
tiame throweis and aspliy.viating gas, iIioul'Ii 
neitiK'r of these proflueed the efleet their 
treaeh(‘rons invi'iitors hop».‘d for. The Hritisli 
Army bad also brought many novelties into the 
field, d'he Stok(‘s mortars w itli their very rajiid 
fire of shells ; th(‘ Tanks, which had proved sn 
useful on tlm Somme were e()mplet*‘ly new to 
war: while our li(|uid-lir(* sludls wen* a grr*at 
impneement on the elumsy’^ fiame-t lirovx ers (I 
t he ( lermair-. 

'Idle result of oiu’ continuous artillery tin- 
wa.s that the carefully prt'pared ilefeusiv* 
organi/ations of the (uiemy were swept awa\ 
})V t>ur halt cries, (bin -pits were wreekt'd 
tele|>houe lines abo\'(‘ ground were cut «a.nd e\ cn 
some of th(^ buriiKl cables destroyiKl, tine 
rendering it almost impossible to k(‘ep up eoni 
muiiieation from front lo rear. Korw^ard po^>' 
could only summon aid by l•oek(ds, and it x\;i- 
oftt‘ii almust impossibk* to siMid up supports <>i 
provisions to the first line. In the latter, lit' 
was a complex bell of diwastating expio-^ioe 
anil deafening noise, and th(^ gari-isons eoni * 
dti little mori* than sit down undt'r it and wa:;. 
with rapidly dideriorating nerv(*s, for ti" 
coming blow. Tlie gemual direction of tl ^ 
was, as we have sciai, known to the enem • 
blit not the spi'cial point of assault A'el ^ 
this whirlwind of de*<truetion bort' but a sm 1 
proportion to the absolute annihilation wdii 
was to eoini'. 

For many months mining o])crations I) ' 
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[/■Uu>// ! ry. 

GENERAL SIR HERBERT C. O. PI.LIMER, (LCD. 


in |)^()^!’^‘S4s on so \’nst a sriiU^ tliat nolhinji 
IiInc it lia'l ovor Ijcforo hc'oii snc'ii in war. 
M*''<siiics-\Vytscliaot,o riH;j5n of’fort'd favonrabl(' 
LMoiiinl for subtciranoan war. iMinirjg jual- 
If'iios could b(‘ driven nndciiicatii it wliich for 
-onn‘ time would }>e unlikely to be tieteeted by 
tke enemy, and undeterred by the maj^nitude 
'>1 the task tlio British learlers had undertaken 
b- For if snece.s.sfully earrk'd out, its idTeet 
.eii the enemy’s front position would bo decisive 
' it would be blown bodily away. 


"Idle jiroji'et had been under discussion since 
duly nH.’), \vh(‘n indt'cd some steps uei-e (akcai. 
fbit it was iu)t till Janniuv ItHti that it was 
finally delermineil to lie^iri th(‘ mining opera- 
tions on the ^ij^antie seal'* on whi(*h tln-y were- 
tlu'ner*forwar‘d eondueted. "The British Army 
was foi*tunate in ha\in^ many mining; eom- 
jianies of Boyal l*aa»inerrs n'ciuited amon^ 
miners from the !Sh*tln‘r Country and from 
th<* Dominions beyorul the Seas, d’o these 
trained men th(‘ excavation of the galk'iies. 
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H)[Jn ictl 

A MINE EXPLODING ON THE WYTSCHAETE RIDGE. 


ro!n|)Mr(‘(l with wliat Uioy luul Immmi acoiislnmod 
U) in civil life, was nic-rc ciiild’s play. J^iit 
th(‘i‘i were t’( atii!(‘S in its actual cai ryiii}.': out 
which wHit’c novel ; tia\y wen* ex{)osed to the 
risk of destruction by the eiaiuy's counter 
inifK's, a. dauber ^u-eater naturally than any 
they luvd previously run in the most dangerous 
coal mines. 

It is diflieult for those w’ho have never been 
engaged in a struggh' of this kind to cornpn*- 
licnd its t lying nature. 'J’he gallery is <lrivcn 
onward, hta*e and then’ listening galleries will 
be pushed out right and kft to listen for the 
sound of tlie enemy’s counter-operations. \ 
faint sound of picks or the deadened sound of 
mining machinery shows that the o]>[>on(*.nt is 
also thrusting out his galleries, to intercept 
or blow in our own. He will go on till he is 
ru’ar enough to strike, then the sound ceases - 
he is loading up to blow' in our gallery. We 
endeavour to anticipate* him and, if successful, 
blow* in his counter-mirle and galkay. The 
cliarges used in these cases, technically known 
as camounets, are smaller than for mines in- 
tended to produce a crater. This is not their 
oliject, but ratlier is it to be avoided, as if a 
crater wi'ie made it could bo seized by the 
aggrt'ssivc side and would act as a stei)ping 


stone onward towards its objective. The 
cnmouflet aims only at dostioying the gallery 
and killing Ihe miners without disturliing the 
surface of tlit* ground. 

This sliort deseription shows the trying 
nature of subterranean warfare. The nuai 
engaged on it once they have approaclied 
fairly near to the enemy’s line never know w'hen 
they may suddenly bo destmyed by an ex- 
ploskm or contiin^l behind a ilestroyed gallery 
which alono can give them a safe exit, and thus 
find themselves imprisoned in a living tomb. 

Desides the inherent, dangers of their task 
the British miners on the Messines Bidge found 
many physieal difficnlt ies in their way. Water 
bearing strata were mot which had to be coffts 
dammed off and the w^ater which had run inb> 
the mine, before this had been done, pimijjcd 
out. In such conditions had many of our men 
worked over a year. Well might an Au> 
tralian officer exclaim, “No more underground 
W'ork for mo after this w'ar.” On one oceasioii 
he had been buried for 48 hours, and had t i 
dig his owm w ay out ! 

Twenty-four mines w'ero constructed, foi 
of which w'ore outside the front eventual 1 
a,ssaulti*<l, while one wtis <lestroyed by a GoriiKi: 
eountcr-miiie. Of the 19 left many he. ' 
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been completed a year before they were made 
use of, and these required ceaseless care to 
prevent injury from the enemy’s countor- 
measures. For the Germans had become aware 
in a general and, fortunately, inaccurate way 
of the work wo had in hand, and wore tliom- 
solves using a dtJop-lying mine system to coun- 
toiact it. 

Thus beneath Hill 60 a continuous struggle 
was kept up dming the 10 months before the 
final explosion. Hero we had two mines of 
great importanco which wore only saved from 
destruction by persistent wat(;hf illness in the 
face of always threatening danger. Just before 
the «late scitfled for the advance, it was dis- 
(overed that the Geiinans were driving a 
galk^ry which would have cut into the one which 
gave access to our two mine chambers under 
the (Jerman linos on tlie Hill in question. 
^'areJul listening and careful deduction from it 
enabled oiu* engin(?ers to say that if the date 
for tlio assault were adhered to the taicmy 
\\’onl(l just fail to reach oar (jailer t/. Tin* readcM* 
can judge for himself the delicacy of this 
sil iiat ion. 

Altogether tlio length of galleries driven 


amounted to little short of five miles The 
mines they served were loaded with over a 
million pounds of tho high explosive ammonal, 
an amount W’hich had neviT been iLscd in any 
land operation before, but of which the aggre- 
gate elTect had been precisely calculated by 
the engineers who had prepared it. 'Via; 
whole operation did them much credit.* 

While listening to the- operations of the 
enemy the mines had to he loaded, and this 
clone so quietly as not to attract attention by 
tlie rumbling of trucks bringing up the charges 
or other materials, so that tlio enemy should 
hear nothing wliieh would lead him to believe 
that W(‘ were getting ready It was a n(*ar 
thing, hut was siiect'ssfully accoinplish(‘d, 
and on “Oiir Day ' wt* wt‘re j-eady and the 
enemy was not. 

At tho point known as the Bluff also the 

* On 0«*t.al>«>r 10. iHHn. muik^ 140 Ions, or .‘U.S.OIM) Ih., 
ol KiV(*lvni'Ho(‘k had }»»M‘n (•tn 2 >Ioyod In hlou' up tJin Tdoofl 
Horde at tlm (laii^rn’ons ]>oint lor navi^aiion known as 
Koll (*ato in (ho Channrd Uj)pi‘oardiin ;4 Nruv York. 
Nino ar-rns of rock had ln'rni shaticrod ; and (ho sin- 
roiinding walor had risen by the (5xi)losior» to a liei^^ht 
of 200 ft. On l.ho .Mr'ssinrvs-VVytsrdiaete I’irlj^e, if, will ho 
obsorvrMl, inor<» than Mirt)o tinu>s (Ins annninl was 
employ od. 



A uaKiluiii oJJicmI 


GEKMAN SHELLS BURSTING IN YPRES. 
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nriflurgroinid combat went: on without cessa- 
tion l)ctwo,eii January 1(3, 191 (i, and June 7 
ill the f( Jlowing year ; 27 camouHets were 
o:c|jloded in this locality. Seventeen of tliese 
were our work, 10 that of (he (lerinans. 

h'rom tlie bc'ginriing of F»*briiary 1917, it 
Vjecaine (wident (hat the enemy was begin- 
ning to he iitHMsy a( tla^ ext(‘iisiv(‘ mining 
operations whiefi lie had in some mea«-.m‘e 
bi'gun to realize, (^nnoiilh'ts were fii-ed to 
laaish in oiir galleries, and several heavy 
miru's exploded in t he liopi”! of sev erely damaging 
oiii* work. One of (h(‘S(‘ l)l(“w in a gallery 
W'hieli k*d to (he Spaiihroekmokai mine, and 
cut through it, (hns rende ring it usedess. Two 
Australians stationed in a listenitig gallery 
ha?’d hv w'ere isolat'd there. ^I’either, fortu- 
nately. was injured, and tlay contrived to ke(*p 
a iveonl of w hat tluy heard until hot h W(‘re 
r(?seu(‘d. (knnmunieat ion with them was only 
reopened aft(‘r the most strcMiiious efforts 
and only te.rmina((‘d on (he day [ireceding (lu* 
attack. Then the miia* was load(*d and wIhmi 
it was (exploded at ( lu* right moment, prodiUMMl 
th<’ laigavst crater of all t he niiadeefi, which eom- 
plctcdy annihilat('d ev(‘ryl Indig ov'cr a re.dius of 

70 yanK . 


On Wednesday, June 0, 1917, all was now 
ri*ady, and the final touch had been given 
to tho preparations, with a thoroughm^.'-s 
anil , attention to detail beyond all praise 
which rcfioctod the greatest credit on Sir 
i lerhert IMumer, the Cominander of the Second 
Army, and his staff, as well as on the leaders of 
the various formations eoneerned and on the 
artillery and engineers. 

The final objective of our Iroojjs was tla* 
Oosttav<*rni‘ T..iue, which lay between Mount 
Sorrel and St. Yves. This r’epresenteil a 
di-pth t<^ he captured of two and a half miles. 

During the ])revions night the Jrd I3avarian 
Divisioii was coming into the (kainan trenehes 
to relieve the Saxons on the Wytsehaete- 
,M(*ssim‘s ridge, at thc^ .same time as tho men of 
tlu^ British Second Army made their way to 
t hi‘ posts assign* (1 to them, w hen our prrUeeting 
l)arrage started. ih)lh ( Jernum (li\ isioris w(‘re 
eauglil hy it, and both alilrc suffered hea\ ily. 
'The contemplated transfer of dntii*s never took 
place, the few ( Jermans w ho tried to sto[) were 
thrust hack a mik^ hy oiu’ infantry advance, 
ddie lltli Division aft<‘r its experience in tlu‘ 
Bullee(.)urt fighting had been .s(*jit to support von 
Annin's naai hy forced marches it is not to 



; A ustfalian official photograph, 
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1 Oljtiiiil f itt/tvgraph. 

BRIDGING A MINE CRATER ON A ROAD. 


1»(" wondered tliat if had Imt small stomaeli 
for t’nrthiT fighting. 

The followin^i ('xiniets fiom (1 m‘ diary of a 
(ha-inaii sti’tdclier-hi'm’er at Messin(*s from 
May 27 to Juiu^ (» sliow wha< the p roll miliary 
Ireatment of the (lei’maii lines had heiai : 

.May 27 . -'I’lio lOnu^li^li urc firin/j; on us lioji\iI\. 

May 28 . -\V\) liuvo (u'o ilcud jind two woumlcfl. 
That i,s H cliunnin^ OliHstian t<>stivul (Whit Sumlav). 
(.)m* <l«'r>)>jiirr, \»f ivll inankiud. 'Idiis morlaaiii^ ii\unlor. 

.h^NH 1. — 'riie Mnj^lish are hoiiiluinlin^ ;dl tin* liein-hi'- 
aiul €ii>. far as possible ch'^troyin^ the <ln^oiil'-. 'I'hoN 
keep soiidin^ o\or .sliot al'liu* shot. To-day \yi* ha\o ii 
whole crowd of oa.-iialtio.s. The <a-'iialt ie.N incroa •• 
torriblv 

.ri NK 2. — d’ho J^Jn^lish iiovor coa^o their lioiubard- 
mont. .Ml the tivnchos an* clodded up. .Nothing tiioro 
to be made of tlieui. t’asualties follow on casualt 

•fl'NK Ik -Tho Hiiglisli are trying to demolish our 
dugout, too. 

June 4. — The casualties become more numerous: nil 
the lime. No sliolter to bring the men umlcr. 'rhc> 
must now sleep in the o{ien ; only a few diigouls left. 

June o. — C asualty follows casualty. We have 
slipped out of tJie dugout and mo\ed elsewhere. There 
are many buried by earth. 'Fo look on smdi tilings is 
utter misery, 

June 0.- The English are all over us. 'Khey blow 
n|i the earth all around us and there is shell hole after 
shell hole, some of them being la*’ge (uiough for a hoU'^e 
to he built in. Wo h.ave a'reaJy sustained rna.13' 
ea-ualticH. 

It is not .snrprisirigi that nerve-shat terod its 
the Cormans wert; they did not put up atiy 
great resistance to the first attack. 


Along this iVont thivt* of I ho six army corps 
composing onr Second .\rmy wim’I' disposed. 
J'he iiortlu rnmost, nf these wus the X. (Vups 
und'*!- iJeneial Morland, (‘omprising the 2)hMh 
ITtli. and olsl Divisions in front line, wit It 
tile 21th Dixision in support, \e.\t this 
came the IX, Corps, Ceneral Hamilton 
( lordon, w itii tlu' !!)lh, Ibtlband doth I )ivision.'^ 
leading tlu' attack, and llie lllh Di\ision 
su|)porl iiig it. On t!ie south was Ihi* II. 
An/.ae (’nrp>, (leneral (lodley, ha\ ing 1h(‘ 2r»lh 
(Chter) J)i\is<ion on its left, then the .\ew 
/(‘aland Di\’ision, the drd Australian Division 
on tlie right and thi‘ 4th Anstialian Divisioi. in 
ri s« rve.* 

'Phe drd Australian Division was a>drid(‘ the 
DoiiVi*, the New /ealaiidej-.s al)ov<‘ them faced 
Ah-ssiiu s. 'I'lu* ridge from Messincs to l/IOnfer 
had l)('(*u assigned to tin* 201 h Division, wliieh 
inehid(*d thii Chesliiie Ih gimeiit. In reser\<‘ 
behind was the Hh AiKlralian Divi.sion. 

d’he rigid flank attack mnstei*t‘d in tlie 
trenches north of the villagi* of Wnivergh.em. 
L'Diifer and the ridge as far as the southern 
defences of \Vytschaet(‘ waa’c tin* object iv(*.s 
of the DIstcr J)i\ision. .A South Ireland 

* J'lio order of flio-.o (Jorp.-. a.id JJivi.doii-j is given 
from left to rigtit. 
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1 . 1 uslralian ojjf'u ial photograph. 

BATTLE OF MESSINES: GERMAN SHELLS BURSTING. 


Division on ils It^ft was to stonn the JVtit 
Bois and tluj liois de Wytselando and 
assault- VVytsclaK'lo from tho west. Welsh 
and W(*st Country troops had tho task of 
eleai’in^ the (hand Rois at the angle of tla? 
enemy’s line north of Wytschaetc*. "I’hetieci 
to tho Ypres't /ominos (’anal wtTO deployed other 
Knglish (k^unty regiments with tho TiOinlon(*rs 
on t lu'ir left. The- Londoru'rs wero to advance on 
both ba-nks of the canal ; the others wtaM? to 
assist them in capturing Ravine Wood and the 
White Chateau, and were also to carry the 
Mound, south of St. Kloi, the Damm Strtxsse, 
and, in conjunction with the Westerners, th(i 
outskirts of Oosttav^rne. '.Po the cast of the Lon- 
<lon(*'s, English North-Country troops formed 
the fxtreme left of the army. It may be 
pointed out that Sir Herbert limner placed tho 
Australians side by sid(? with tho New Zea- 
landers, and tho South Irish Division (composed 
mostly of Catholics) between the Ulster and 
Welsh troops. Thus, the v’arious races were 
plaec^d in a friendly rivalry. 

iiie few days preceding the battle had been 
almost continuously fine and extremely liot. 
On June (>, between (> and 7 p.m., a very violent 
thunderstorm, aceom}>anied by torrents of rain, 
burst north of the Lys. iiie heal ctiused the 
mist to !‘ise up from the rain-soddeiied low 
gix»und and cov’erefl for a time tlie ground over 
which the attack was to be deliv ered. Tlio sky 
was ov’ercast, rendering the air warm, iiie 
enemy suspected something was about to 
hapjan an<l sent up Very lights and red, green 
and yellow rockets from their lines, asking for 


barrage lire and possibly for the divisional 
supports to coiiK' up into the front line. Fn 
>mswer to these signals the enc'iny’s guns poure<l 
shrapnel and high -explosive on tho roads 
leading hack frotji our lines and on all ])lacos 
where our troops were (expected to be congrtj- 
gating. The Rritish bombardment on the 
other haiul was becoming somewhat less inttuise 
as if for tho tinn^ the intention to attack had 
been abandoned. Tt caused, however, soon 
after inidnigFit, a hiigt* coriflagration north of 
Wytschaeto, probably due to the ignition of 
an ammunition duinp. 

By 2.30 a.m. on iiiursday, June 7, tho clouds 
had almost disappeared and a full moon lookcnl 
down on the laittlefield. A party of bombiiig 
aeroplanes, each shovving a tiny light, came 
back, and other machines by fours and sixes 
flew eastward to cont inue the work of bombing 
various olijectives behind the enemy’s lines. 
In the half light Fialloons went up, flashing back 
luminous signals to report what they saw. The 
flames from a thousanrl or more German guns 
sFiowed up their positions behind thoir front, 
while the shells they tired hurtled through tho 
air and burst about our lines. 

A little before tho hour fixed for tho explosion 
of the mini's, groups of officers stood in various 
dug outs round the switches which were t-o 
make the electrical cont ict to fire the charges 
and set in action the huge masses of explosives. 

“ The last two minutes,” related one officer, 
“ seemed intciminable. I thought tho final 
30 seconds v\'ould never finish. Slowly the 
tired hand of my watch crawled uj' tho finishing 
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quarter of the dial — 60 seconds were coiniJfiete 
— it w£us ten minutes past three — Fire ! *’♦ 

Precisely at 3.10 a.m. the order was given 
The surface of Hill 60 was seen to be thrown 
into mighty waves with a dull sound, and 
mounting iipw^ards to the sky they wore rent in 
segments, accompanied by a mighty roar which 
was heard in London and other parts of England 
The first phase of the battle had begun. 

The smoke towered aloft and among its 
clouds wore soon fragments of treru.'h and <', 011 - 
cretc, of wire entangloment, and jjortions of 
what, a few» seconds before, hail been liviim 
human beings 


onlookers from the Mont dea-Cats observing 
positions, the scene was indescribably grand 
and terrible. Volcanoes belching fountains of 
orange flame suddenly appenretl on the long 
arc from Hill 60 to the ruins of Messines. 
Pillars of dust and smoke shot up to the sky ; 
the earth rocked and the deafening noi.se and 
t^rth vibrations carried the news far over the 
Flemish plain to the North Sea. Below, south- 
west of Wytschaete the side of the Hill seeme<l 
to be rent asunder as if the door of some huge 
blast furnace had bc^en flung outwards with its 
ruollen conbmts. The Spanbroekniolen mine,, 
opposite L’Knfer Hill when fired croabnl a 



iCanaUuin oj/ictat' phvtngrapU. 

SMASHED GERMAN TRENCHES. 


Tn some instances hardly w’aiting for the 
smoke to clear away our nic*n went over the 
jmrapet. As it elcare<l away the Australians 
saw in front of them a vast crater, some 60 feet 
dcjcp and 90 yard.s broad — h‘tt(M*e<l with a. 
tangle of barbed wire an<l smaslu’d eonc*ri^tc% 
broken weapons and human remains. Round 
the edges of the crater, south of St. Eloi, thfrre 
t umbled thick slabs of concrete scatUM*c;d about 
from riven fortified defence.s. At on<^ point 
there stood a solitary pill-box among the ruins, 
whether misseil by the’ explosion or fiung there 
by it none eoukl say. The dead, distorted 
occupants within could tell no tale. 

Such was the scene at but two sj)ots. To the 

‘ Mominq Pont. .Tiirio 11. IJJI?. 


crater 140 yards in diameter and 70 fei^t. deep,, 
a huge cavity which would have held a 
eat htH Irak 

Scarcely had th(i t*chot*s of the explosions died 
away, while the. 19 (roliimns of smoke* ami dehris 
wx^re bt'ginnirjg to tlisperse, than the back- 
ground of th('. British lines was lit up with 
thousands of lightnitig flashes f)f onr guns 
aeconipanicd by a \’olume of deafening sounds 
whieh Vieeame amalgamated into one continuous 
roar as they hegaTi to ])our a eoiieent rated 
fire of the iiK)st intens»^ and rapid character on 
the position where the (lerinan lines had stood 
before the explosion, and on the support 
trenches farther hack. To the nerve-shattered 
Germans, the air apptrared to be alive with 
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Tiiyriads of shells, thnir bursts staiuling out 
against the pale morning sky, while above, 
behind, before them, to left, to right, sprayiii” 
tliein with liquid fire or molten metal, choking 
them with poison gas, smashing cf)n(Teto into 
atoms or raining shrapnel upon steel helmets, 
crushing all courage out of tlu* few who had 
surv'iveil the terrible (^x})losion, fell the awful 
rairi of projectiles. A bank <')f >.moke arul 
fum<‘s rapidly sc^tth'd down over tlu^ battle- 
field from Mt. Sorrel to the iJouvc ; and 
beliind rose the sun, 11u.-.hing the sky with an 
angry re<). On both ‘-ides of th(f fog com- 
pounded of mist and the smoke of battle ros(‘ 
captive balloons, while thousands of f(‘<‘t 
aho\i* them sfjuadrnris of our aeroplanes darted 
and wlit'eled, h<’re descc'uding to ob.seive tlu‘ 
efh^ct of the br^mbanlment, there passing 
swiftly on to pepper with bombs aiul with their 
Lewis guns the (Miemy’s nanforeiauenls hurrying 
up th( roads leading to th(‘ ridges. Others 
went on to honih aeroilromes, ))r‘idges, !*ailri>a(.ls, 
and bait dies. Few, if any, aviators of the 
Oermans venturi'd to aser nd, but the sky was 
dottiMl with tlu puffs of burst iiig shra|)nel dis 
charged by th(*ir anti airciaft guns. Still some 
of the '‘lu'iny clung to [larts of tlu^ shattei(‘(l 
riilge, and the c(‘aseles.s rat-tatdat of their 
machine-guns show(‘d they were trying <o 


carry out the orders they had I’cceived to cling 
at any cost to the IVIessiiies-VVytschacte f)osition. 

Onward through the still clinging gas fumes 
went our men, some held up for a brief time by 
their poisonous effects, but always trying to 
follow close on our artillery barrage. 

"riie feats performed by the men in the 
reeking, smokc-and-gas-laden atmosphere can 
he but bi'iefly outlined. East of the Vpi’es- 
Comines canal the tremendoirs explosions in 
the Hill 00 region caused a veritable panic 
among tlu‘ Oermans Helow Mt. Sorrel and 
Armagh Wood gr’oups of Wurtemhei^ger’S anrl 
daegers rose from dug-outs and wdth oiit- 
strc'tehed liarnls inii)lorv*d m ‘rey of the English 
troops. SoiiK? w^ere found cowering half-dazed 
at the bottom of the smashed conei-ete obser- 
vation posts. Hill 1)0 itself was secured with 
little dillieulty, and our losst's on the extri'ine 
l(‘ft were trifling, one English hatfalion r‘eaehing 
its goal with only thr*e(' dead and sevcai 
wounded. Another )>attaIiou had a d(‘afh-i‘oU 
(»f l(‘ss fhan thirty. 

On the eastern and w’est(*rn banks of the 
canal tliore was a diftercMit tale to ivW. d’he 
Londoners woio liehl up by machine-gun fir<! 
fr’om tiu' tw'o spoil banks. Ora* of tln'se 
they stormed, but lli(‘ otlaa* put up a spiriti'd 
r<sistan<-e. ’'Fhe troops, f lierefoi’e, paused and 
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[Official phvlD^raf'h. 

BRITISH TROOPS MOVlN(; FORWARD OVER SHELL-PITTED (JROUNI) 


wjiitorl until thcui* coniradn.s wt^sl. ()t’‘tlio cjiiial 
had stonnod Batllo Wood, tin Whilo Cliatcaii 
and the oast('rii i?nd of tJie Danirii Strasso. 

TIk^ rest of th(^ Londoners, nisliing in the half 
li^lit alon*; llu* ^^’estern ))anl< of the canal, at 
first carried eveiything before them. 'I'hty 
entorcjl 13a1tl(' \Voo<l, cross<‘d tlu'. eial of llu‘ 
Dainni Strassi' -smashed out <»f recognit inn by 
oiir artillery -and assaiilt(Ml the. chateau, 
\vhi(di was defended by a company and a half 
of Oerinan infantry. Tdiey w(M’emetby volleys 
of bombs, yet managed to p(‘netrat(* the ruiii'^, 
only, however, to b(‘ diiven back. In nowist^ 
deterred by this rebuff our gallant men swung 
ro»md its flanks, tossitig inccaidiary bombs 
for nearly an hour into the cellars. At last 
th(' garrison emerged into the open with th(*ir 
hands up. The stables, out houses and orangery 
were la^xt attacked and reduced ; f.^O prison(*rs 
were captured as a result of the fighting. 

The lake, which was nearly dry, was seametl 
at its edges with tunnels and diig outs. Some 
time elapsed befoni these wer(i clear('d of their 
defenders, and the stream connecting th<^ lake 
with canal traversed. All through the morning 
and the early afternoon the Londoners were 
engaged in putting out of action the numerous 
strong points in this neighbourhood which 
remained to be taken. In Battle Wood they 
also rendered valuable help to the Southern 


Knglish troops struggling with the Prussians 
for Ravim‘ Wood, west of it. 

On th(* night of .luim 1) th(‘ Southerners had 
occupierl t h(‘ trenclics south of St. t'loi opposite 
the Mound, whiidi, like Hill (U), had bi'cn 
blown up when at .*1,10 a.m. tin* charg('s w<*r(' 
fired. The hummock disappean'd and a chasm 
took its place. With ringing chis^rs, wavt‘ 
aftei* wa^'e of rifkaiaai and bomb('rs sw(^pt for- 
ward, (npturijig th(5 dazed defendcMS and 
passing to tiu' light and l(‘ft of or ]>c ‘tween the 
craters. Ik'yorid lonmed the formidable Damm 
Stras.s(? which, un(k*r the heavy fire of high 
explosive' shells ilirc'cti'd against it, was seen 
to be crumbling to piec(‘s. Struggling uf) the 
broken embanknuait and casting bombs into 
the few “pill-boxes” l(‘ft. intact, tlu^ na'ii 
clean'd this obstacle aial joined hands with 
th(* LondoiK'rs in Battle Wood. Ilundrcsls ol 
|_)risoiiers were tak<‘n. 

Descending from the Damm Strassti, the 
Soutlierners mo\(*d against the Kavine 
Woofl on the toj) of the slop and down the 
Kod/.cbeek valk'v, the lower an<l eastern end 
of which was being occupieil by (k^tach- 
ments of the J^ondoraus. At this moment 
from the In <le Stiakit^ inn our men 
were struck l)y a torrent of mnehim^-gun 
bullets. Taking cover, they o]jened fire wdth 
their rifles, sikaiccHl th(‘ machine-guns, and 



AT MESSINES BOMBERS HOLDING POI OF ANTAGE WHILE LEW! GUNS WERE HURRIED UP 
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then advancing bayoneted the few surviving 
gunners. 

Fresh waves of English troops arrived on the 
scene and Ravine Wood was assaulted. Among 
tlie broken down and tmtangleil branches a 
long and severe combat ensued. Companies 
of the Gorman 35th Division counter-attacked 
at the point of the bayonet, d'hoy were met 
by Kentish troops, and tlie morning sun 
gleamed on the crossing bayonot.s. It was but 
for an in.stant. “ Fighting like lions,” as an 
officer present described it, “ the British thrust 
and stabbed to <leath their adversaries.” 
Tanks joined the victors, and helped to expel 
or kill the few Prussians left in the wood. 

While the fortified zone from the canal to 
the eastern outskirts of Oosttaverno was being 
stormed, the great assault on the Wytschaete- 
Me.ssiiies ridge at right angles to it had been 
delivered. On the nortlu^rn slopes of the 
ridge was the Grand Bois. It was attacked 
from the west by Welsh and from the north by 
West Country troops. "I’he entrenchments 
running eastward from it across the Ypros- 
Annr-sntieros high road were carried by other 
WesteriKJrs. 

The Welsh, a large proportion of whom worf*. 
miiiiTS, mustered at the opening of the battle 
round Ilollandscheschtiur Farm. Betw<‘en 
them and the wood wore strong points, under- 
neath which were British mines. Like the 
others thcFO were exploded at 3.10 a.ni., and 
the Welshmen went over the top of their 
assembly trenches against them. Skirting the 
exigos of the huge craters, they made for the 
works just ill front of the wood, baytuieting 
and bombing tfieir occupants. Entering the 
wood, after much heavy fighti?ig they reached 
the farther edge. The wood bristled with 
numerous machine-gun emplacements. East 
of the w^ood the Welslmien paused and waited 
for roinforcements. When these appeared 
the advance was resumed, and “ Obvious 
Trench ” and “ Obvious Alley,” jur^t over the 
i‘dgo of tlie crest, were secured. Ihvelve guns 
and two trench mortars were ca[itured there'. 
The ruins of the farm building, Xorth House, 
were next stormed, Oosttaverne W^iod was 
slowly threaded, and the assault on Oexsttaverm* 
itself begun. By 3.45 p.m. the village was 
finally carried. The Welsh troops halted in 
Oosttaverne, the miners rapidly entrenching 
the village and its environs. 

Simultaneously with the advance on Oostta- 
verne of the Welsh and West -(.'ountry troops 


over the northern shoulder of the ridge, the 
South Irish Division moved i>u Wytschaeti*. 
To reach the crumbkxl village tliey had to 
traverse Petit Bois and the Bois do Wytsclmete. 
'Phe former wood, garrisoned by a comjiaiiy, 
had been mined, and at 3.10 a.in. it was wiped 
off the map by an explosion so violent that it 
liroko timb(*rs even in our own dug-outs. 
Singing 

.'Vnd if porchiiiico wo do twlvaiiro 
To Wyts(*hftOto and Mossinos 

'I’hoy’ll know tho guns that strafod tho I[un.s 
Woro woaring o* tho groon, 

the Irish swept round the? Petit Bois and raced 
for tho larger wood. “ 1 hav(3 heard,” said 
an a.stonislu>d German officer who was taken 
prisoner, “ that tlu5 Irish were great fighters, 
but I never expt^cted to see anyone advance 
like tliat.” At their head was John Kedmoiurs 
brotlier, Major Willie Hedmond, M.P., who, 
well over military age, liad joined the Army 
on the outbreak of war. After gallant .sc'rvice 
in the trenches he had Ix'en ap[)ointed to the 
Staff, but on this day, which was destined to 
bo his last, ho Jiad insisted on aijoompanying 
his old battalion. Scarcely Juid lu^ got out 
of the trcmfiies than he was struck by a 
fragment of a shell an<l tnortally wounded. 
An Ulster ambulance' carried him to n'ar, 
where, after lingering for a few hours, lui «licd, 
lamented by Irishnu'n of every party and 
admired throughout tlie British Empire. 

The fall of Redmond, which sigiiifieil so 
much to them, rousotl his comrades to 
their fullest fury. Maeliino-guns played on 
them through webs of uncut wirii, but notliing 
couM .stop tlieir ardour : in a moment Wyt- 
.schaetc Wood was rushed by tho enraged 
.soldiery. Tlu'. erics of bayoneted Germans, 
the explosions of grenades, tho rattle of mus- 
ketry, all told that th(J beloved commander was 
being grimly avenged. Soon only one macliinc- 
gun, isolated in a didence of wired trunks in 
the centre of tlio wood, contiiiiiod firing. Sal- 
voes of rifle grenades’*' .speedily killed tlie little 
garrison, aiul Wytschnede Wood wa.s won. 
Still a Gemian iion-commissioneil ofliccr lu'i'o- 
ically remained at his post up a tree signalling 
to tlie gulls. He was not at fir.st observ<*(l, 

* A .soctioii of oat;h plutooii fuirrio.s t heso woJipori.s. 
They con.sist of a giviiado oti a Jong stern (a spru'ios of 
ramrod) whirdi i.s firc«l from th«» riflo by ri> synsriial <*art- 
ridgo with a small fharge^ Fired at a high angle tliey 
(‘OHIO down into tlur po/iit aimed at. 'I lins, wlion troop.s 
arc held up for want of artillery and are not near enough 
to throw hand-gronade.s they eaii by the ride grenades 
bomb out the df'feiider’s. 
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aii«l it was not till latcj* that he was discov*Mt*(l 
aial brought tiown 

'J'he sun was well a})ov(? the horizon when 
th.e Irish, issuing from th(‘ wood, poured across 
the open ground and assaulted the northern 
and N\estern faces of W’vtschacde. In tlu* 
m(‘aiitim'.‘ tli(‘ ristermen to their j ight, assisted 
l)y tli(‘ panic caused among the (h'rmans t>y 
the* explosion of the gigantic- Spanbroekmolen 
7 nine, laid reached L’Knfer Hill and th(3 southern 
.>ide of tiu! village at o.-'h) a.m. They had on 
the way taken oV(‘r 1,000 prisom-rs. 

Hefori^ noon U’ytsehaete, turniMl on the east 
by tlu‘ Welshmen d(*seending on Oosttavei'ue, 
was ours, ddic holding companies i)f South 
Irish and I’lsternaai had at first ber*n ('hec*ke<l, 
})ut, whcTi th(* supports ai‘ri\'t*d, machine-gun 
])(»sts and redoubts wen* soon reduced. A 
stnaig point in the centre* of the vdllage ahaie 
o.!Ter(‘(| any seaious resistance. It was stormed, 
and tile lrislim(*n, crossing tlu^ Ypres Armt‘n- 
tieres road. comm(^nc«Ml to move down the 
t*nst4‘ni slo[a^H of thc^ ridge in order to protect th(3 
flank of the W^lshm<*n preparing to assault 
()ostta\’(*rne. 

H(‘tw'(‘en I/Knfer Hill and Mevssines tlu* 
lighting on this day was cxcc[)tionally hard. 


The English troops on the right of the Ulster- 
men had here a broader fortified zone to cross. 
The valley of the Stcenebeek lay before them, 
and they had to advance down its long exposed 
western slope under fire of numerous machine 
guns* hidden in the eastern face of the hollow. 
When the English got across the little brook 
running along the bottom of the vall(*y, they 
had in front of them th(* succession of ob.staclcs 
dcscrilx'd at p. 80. 

Krom the Krui.streat trenches to the summit 
of the Wytscha(*te-Me.ssines ridge was .sonu* 
2,000 yards in a straight line. The actual 
distance tlu* tioojjs had to traverse^ was con- 
siderably longer. The English were about 
to nu‘et, not troo[)s dispiiitcd by bombaT’d- 
nu nt, but tlu^ Tlrd Havaram Divi^on, which 
:iriiv< d aft(*r a forcj'd march to relit v t* tlu tOth 
Saxon Hiv ision during the night of Junt^ 0-7. 

'Flu? charge of the English was preceded by 
a tiaring hat. During the (‘vtaiing, tlu* 
Hheshirts muir W ulverghem entci’etl Xo Man’s 
band and dug a trench 4 ft. 0 in. deep and 
1,050 yar<ls long for their jump-off line the 
mext day. As this trench would not be likely 

’ 'I'ht* tlay f)(*foro 26 ii'.oro of (hoso weapons had, it 
was known, been brought up and posted on the slope. 
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to be marked on the enemy’s maps, it was 
hoped that, if the Choshires started from it, 
th<'y would escape the German barrage which 
would be naturally directed more to the west. 
When the hour approached for the opening of 
the battle, the (.heshires, who had returned to 
our lines, slipped into this trench and tht're 
awaited the ex])losion of the mines. At 3. 10 
a.m. the Spanbroekmolen mine and the other 
mines north-east, north, and south-east of it 
went U[) and immediately afterwards the 
Clioshires and the other Knglish trooi)s f)ickod 
their way through the smoko and fumes down 
the slopes to the Stecnebeek, crossed this stream, 
and in waves began the ascent of the ridge. 
The tre.ioli which curved round Hell Farm and 
the trenches iri front of it had been ol)literate(l 
by our guns. On the enwt of the ridge, in 
ll(‘ll Wood, the south-west corner of which 
was eiitereil by the Cheshires, hand to baud 
fighting began. A comi>any of Bavarians 
attaekcMl our men in flank, Init an oftic(?r whip])ed 
round two maehine guns and sprayed them witli 
bullets. .Almost all wlio eseaped were bayo- 
neted. The Gh(*shiies cai)tured 14 maehine 
gnus and 50 prisoners. The Saxons and their 
relitiving Bavarians were driven liack with 
severe loss, Hell Farm and Styx Farm \\(‘re 
stormed by the .same troo[)s, v\lio then dug 
thems(‘lves in. 

Fi'om Hell Farm it was no great di.-itanee to 
th»‘ Y]n('S-AnnenticnTs road before whieh lay 
Oetolv'r Trench with Mid<Ue Farm attached to 
it and, beyond it, ()ctof)er Support Trench. 
The Gheshires resuming their advance and 
moving on October Trench, got ahead of the 
time tal)le. An oflieer suddenly realized that 
they would bo caught by the Ihitlsh barrage, 
fie ordered the men to take refuge in shell 
craters. The barrage crept over them, inflict- 
ing .some few oas util ties. 

Meanwliile the other troo[)s of the Division, 
linking up with the Ulstermen on I/Enfer Hill, 
prepared, like the (dieshires, to as.sault October 
I’reiich. A broad belt of uncut wire barrcil 
approach to it. A couple of companie.s of 
troops farther south turned the position, while 
our men smashed their way through thn wire as 
best they could Bleeding and tom tho 
Mirvivors stormed Middle Farm, round which a 
lew minutes later lay 300 German corp.se.s. 

Idiere was now a i)ause while fresh troops 
■uTived to storm October Support Trench. In 
• long unbroken waves they lined up beyond the 
groups of wounded men. The German last line 


on the ridge, already turned by the ITlstorinen 
in Wytschaete, was speedily carrieil after sharp 
fighting and the (^heshires ca[>tured Despagne 
Farm, repulsiiig a violent eounter-attac*k from 
the direction of Gapaard up tho shallow 
valley. The Bavarians retiring over the ridge 
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iiK'Ited away under tlu* fire of machiiu'-guns and 
rifU‘s and newer even reached tli(? Gh(‘.shires’ 
iin])rovised t renelies. 

IjOiig before fh(' October vSupport ’rr(*neli and 
Despagne Far?u were carri(*d, the \ew' Z(*a- 
laiiders, with Australians in su|)port, had 
expelled the eiuMtiy from M(‘ssines and Fanny’s 
Farm, north-east of it. Under heavy sla*il fi?*e 
th«* Xew Zealanders wejit forward tlirough the 
dense clouds of smok(^ caused by tlu< minces and 
.”-.hells into the valley of the Steenebeek, and 
aseenclod the southerfi end of tla^ ridge. At 
4.20 a.m. tlie red dome of the sun began to rise 
and .some 23 British aeroplanes, fired at by 
shrapnel, droned overhead. At 5.8 a.m. the 
skyline of the cre.st of the ridge appeared out of 
the haze and smoke. Near tho northern end of 
the humi)s and hummocks, which showerl the 
position of Messines, the figure'* of the Knglish 
and a Tank couki be j)erceived. 8outhof the 
village the New Zealantlers were slow'ly i)ro- 
ceeding towards the site of tho church and the 
square. By 7 a.m. tho (jiermans in Messines 
were all killed, wounded or captured. Tho New 
Zealanders at once proceeded to dig a trench 
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A DUCK-BOARD BRIDGE. 


Miong (ii«‘ whole* of I ho position they hail taken, 
while* tlie Australians caine up and carrh'd on 
the* work of thrusting tlie enemy off the ridge. 
'Ida* redou})t at Kanny’s Farm, north-east of 
MessiiH's, for a time held up their advance, but 
thed'ank r(*ferred to came forward and with two 
or three shots forced llie garrison to surrender. 
Hard by, in a lu*dge, was found one of the 
batteries of anti-Tank guns, which had been 
smasla'd before our macihne came on the scene. 

Messines amd its hill were not the most 
southerly ))oints adtaieked by Sir Herbert 
IMumer. If Mt^ssines Hill were <*aiptured it. 
would hav(‘ to be jaroiccted fi’om counter- 
ad tanks dt‘liv(*red up its south-(*aistern slopes. 
Heyond the Douve towards St. Vves other 
Australia\n troops haul, therefore, be(*n detaih'd 
to aadvavnei* our liin*, aiinl theai cross to the noith 
])auak of tin* streaun amd aas.sist their comrades 
and the New /t'adamders. Agaiinst the Aus- 
trailiams wert^ the forces foi-miiig tln^ extreme 
right of the (Jerman hth Army, the northern 
wing of which rested on the rivulet. The 
J)ouve alt this point, it will bo remembered, i.s 
only .some three or four yairds wide. “ Duck- 
board bridge.s, resembling wooalen tables, had 
b(*en prepaired and were carried by tho 
Australians. 


[Offiiial photograph. 

The operaition wais skilfully cairri(*d out. Oui- 
nn‘n got through the (Jerman baiirage, placed 
the bridges amd ])a^s(*d over them to tin* 
northern baink under Hre from the ruin crailh'd 
(Jri*y Farm. A yo\ing Australiain oflicor, with 
his c'ompainy, crawksl through ai ln*dge and sa t 
fire to the combust ibie inateriails in this redoubt 
ddie gairrison, driven into the open, wert? shea 
flown. Fairther to the noi*th, Huns' Walk, on the 
rinid to Messines, held out. The wiic round it 
luid bec’in uncut. A Taink craiwled adong tlu 
(‘utangleinent, flattcannl it, aintl shelled the 
(J<*rmans into submission. Other machine-gun 
emplacements were n*du(*ed in similair fashion 
aiud the enemy expelled from the areai between 
the slopes of the \Vyt.schaete-MessiiH‘s ridge and 
the Douve*. Taiken on the whole the progre^' 
of the attack all along the line had been nun 
vellously rapid and our final objectives on bolli 
flamk.s were reached, except at a fewpkioes, carh 
in the afternoon. These were at the eastern 
end of Battle Wood and in strong points inti'* 
spoil btinks of the Ypres-Comines canal. In tl" 
centre our line advanced to within 400 to 8<’ ' 
yartls of the German Oosttaverne line and 
parallel to it. 

The guns needed for the further attack o- 
this portion had now been brought u]), while t' 
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troops and Tanks detailed to take part in t\w 
new movenient were steadily arriviiiji;. Mean- 
while our long-ranjio artillery shelleil the 
bridges and roads loatling out of tlio triangle 
Ibnued by the Lya and the Canal. The, Hnal 
attack of the day was about to be delivered. 

By 3 45 p.m. the Welshmen finally got 
p(\sst\ssion of Oosttayerno. 

At 4 p.in. ti'oops from tlio northern and 
westr^i’ii Knglish Counties entered the'Oostta- 
vei-ne line east of the village and captured two 
batteries of German field guns. Tliis line was a 
mile to the east of the Waira'tiUi line anti was 
the last of the three foi’tifie;! zones between 
the British ami Mie Lys t'astwar*d of Freling- 
liitMi. Half an hour later other Knglish batta- 
lions broke through this line fartht'r imrth. 
'.Pht' enemy was bicoming dejnta-alizetl at this 
])oiiit, he had suffered very heavy easualtit^s 
anti his men were surrendtu-ing frt‘(4y. 

'Fht* eaptur*e of the main I'idge had (‘iiabletl 
our guns oii* it, to fir't* tlown ai tht* (Jerniaiis in 
t h'^ Oo.sttaveriie lint^ and to enfilath* (hat poidiou 
of it between the southern outskirts of ^)ostta- 
v<M’n<* and thr* V’pr*(*s -Coniines earial. 'Phis had 
mateiMally aided the final assault By siinscd 
the Oosttaverue line had Ihhmi taloMi, an<l our 


objoetives in that part of the field had bevn 
gained. During tln^ night the eaptnred posi- 
tions were consolidated, and Tanks patrollerl 
to the east and south hetwei n the OosttaviTiie 
and Wanieton lira's and assisti'd to r-epiils(^ 
a counter-attack of tla? Gennaris made up the 
Wamheek N^alhy. This act of the hattk' 
has heen grapliieally di'sei ihed by !Mr. C. K. W. 
H(*an, the official eori’r'sporalent with the 
Austi-aliaii Forces. Mr. Bean wateh(*d tla' 
struggle from a spot at its soutiierii entl. Ht‘ 
wrote : 

Jl was about thriM' in tlio aftornoou that Iho slu'llin^ 
siulUonlv bo«*aino hoa\ ior to tlio ri^lit, of Mossiiios. 
It, was both Uritisb and (loriuaii. I( siig^ostotl tlial 
the. (Sonnaiis worn projiariii^ the way for a ooiintor- 
altaolv. and wm know that wit bin a fow miiiutos tlio 
.Vustraliaii'^, who woro moving beyond ami tbron^h tlio 
Now Zoalarnlors and llu* Itrilisli, woro to aUaok I'artlior 
aloni; tho wluilo. ot' tlio sontb of tlio lino, wliiio tho Iiri1i-.b 
ailvam-od alon^ all tho lino to tho north ot thoin. 

At a littlo jiast throo, jiartios ho^an to niovt' np thr 
opoii, |)a.st- tho tart host An^lralian lino. I'lioy s(‘oiiioil, 
at tho tirst, too small tor tho ^jn-at thstam-o t hoy had to 
>40. Hut it was only a proliniinary moM*. A tow niiniifos 
lator thoro inovod up noar to thorn two “ 'rjinks,” a thinl 
tollowinir at a short. di,stam*o. .\s tho “'I'anUs” pa^soil 
where tlio front of tho infantry liad boon, tho wholo 
hill slope suddenly swarim'd with mmi. “'Punks” and 
moil inovod to^other ovor tho crost, tho “'rank ” jiuns 
dashing oontiiiually. 'Pho (lorinan sholls woro tailing 
thiok, again and again hint ting out all ^ign of the 
advanoe in dust and smoko. Hut whoiio.or tho dii’-:| 



[Ojjn I'M pfMogi uph^ 

LOADING SHELLS ON A LIGHT RAILWAY. 
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cloured you could soo the “Tanks” and the infantry 
Ktiil goinf?. Tho “Tanks” stood still on the orost for 
a inornfint, firing heavily, hut a moment later moved 
towards a nest of Gem an trenches hidden hv the trt>©s. 
With them wont th infantry. For a few minutes 
men could still be seen going beyond the crest. Then 
the battle passed out of view, 'Phe farthest objective 
where we could see it ad certainly been gained. 

A quarter of an h ur later a grey shape appearinl 
around those far tre s, followed shortly by another. 
It was the “Tanks” returning, their duty done. One 
of the two was on fire ; the roof of it could be seen blazing. 
Ibit it still continued to work its way out. For several 
minutes it stoiipoil, and the onlookers thought it iles- 


thc; total loss was probably not far short of 
50,000 men and many weapons were buried 
beneath the falling earth.* 

Our losses were about 10,000 killed and 
wounded, including Brigadier-General C. H. J. 
Brown, D.S.O., of the New Zealand Forces. 

No description of the battle W’ould be 
complete without an account of fhe great 
assistance given to the British attack by the 
aeroplanes. We have seen in previous pages 



IHctgtan ojfu ial photograph. 

THE BELL OF WYTSCHAETE CHURCH. 

Found by the British troops amid the ruins of the Church, this bell was presented by General Plumer 

to the King of the Belgians. 


troycil. Ihit. prostuitly it veered uiid found another way 
down the hill. For 25 minutes, with that fiw bla/.ing 
from the roof of it, it made its track down the hill to 
safety. 'Phe “'PaiUs’’ came haek, but the infantry 
stayed. 

At 4 a.m. on .lune H the British captured a 
sn^all portion of trench near Septiome Barn 
whore the Gormans had inanagi'd to hold out 
against our first attack. 

JMumor had decisively defeated Sixt von 
Annin. Some 7,200 prisoiieis, 07 gnus, 94 
trench mortars, and 294 machine guns hail 
been taken by the British. The total loss of 
men and material suffered by the Germans 
has never been made known. How many 
(jionnans and German guns had vanishi'rl in 
the mine explosions, it is diOicult to say, hut 


what they liad done before tho assault in the 
way of reconnaissance, how they had located 
the enemy’s battery emplacements and bombed 
his communications, shelters, and ammunition 
dumps. But on tho day of battle they sur- 
passed all their former deeds. Working haul 
through the night, they had poured destruction 
on the Gorman aerodromes and other points 

* Among tho trophies in this part of tho field was the 
fossil remains of a mammoth. It was discovered in 
certain digging operations, and with it were flint impic 
meuts u.sed either to kill tho beast or to cut it up. Tin 
proce.ss of exhumation was not complete, indeed ha'i 
hardly begun at the time of the attack though it ha i 
gone far enough to show that it was an unusually goo(i 
s|H)cimeii, and was handled with due scientific can* 
The country where it was found is rich in remains of 
prehistoric man. 
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at whioh aeroplanes were congregated. As 
(lay broke their audacity increased ; they cauK' 
down to quite short ranges, often not over 
r>0h ft. above their target, braving anti-aircraft 
<hells, machine-gun, and rifle flro. One airtnan 
discovered a four-gun battiTy moving up to 
the front. Coming down almost on to]> of it 
lu poiired on the teams a st regain of bullets 
from his J..ewis gun. His next move was 
against an infantry battalion. Swooping over 
it he shot a )»last of bullets among the men 
and sent them helter-skelter to seek the sladtor 
of the nearest woods and ditches they could find. 

(lerman anti-aircraft guns were v<jlleye(| on 
and mac) line-guns in more or less open positions 
shattered by tlieir fire. Like liawks tliey went 
for gi’oups of (lermans slieltering in shell- 


crat(‘rs, and far liack wrough hivoc among the 
lorries and motor cars liringing men or muni- 
tions to the front. One })ilot swept so close 
to a mot(»r <Mr that th(‘ driver lost his head and 
ov'erturned ear and passiMigers into a ditch 
beside tlie road it was moving on. 

Another aviator, flying over the back roads of 
the (jJennan linos, spotted an aerodrome. .No 
sooner than he w(*nt foi* it. A machim^ cun 
was firerl at liim and thi.s he silenc(Mi with his 
own, then, turning his attention to the aeroplane 
slie/ls, he pnx^e'eded to bomb them and sw(x*p 
them wdtli his machine-gun fin*. Tt is astonish- 
ing to h'arn, and show^s the: d(Mnorali/.atiou that 
a daring attack can create, that he made; his 
way back in safety, though on his lot urn journey 
he lost his left elevator. 
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A BRITISH “CAMKL” (SOPWI I H 
BIPLANK) CHASING AN HNKMY. 

It was not OIK' l>iH iiiiiny nirinon who p'or- 
t’oniKMl such (Incds, fiiint; on troops ifi th(‘ir 
trcnclii's and forcing' thcMn to rush lor sahdy 
into thoir diig-onts. 1' rains l)riiii 4 ing up ti’oops 


w ore so l)oiubed and (khaj6Hl with inachine-^^un 
fire that the Germans in tlieni abandoned them 
til seek for better shelter. This audacity, in fact, 
so oreatly damaged th(^ moral of the enemy's 
aviati)rs that they madi* no serious attempt to 
dispute the mastery of the air with ours. 
Thus it was that our Hying men could locate aia! 
sj‘u<l back to our artillery such accurate infor- 
mation as to German gun positions that 
appHiximately .‘100 hostile guns were reduced to 
silence*. 

Th<* results wh’ch wcmm* obtained on this day 
shovvetl what might be »‘\peeted in the future 
when really large numbers of poweiful aeio 
plan* -- w(*re c‘m]>Ioyed in war. At present this 
arm, if no longc'r in its infaiicy, had certainly 
not yet emei*gt*d from childhood. 

So s(‘\'er(‘ly had the* enemy be(*n handled ail 
tin* Hattie of Mt*ssin(‘s tliat, apart from tlie 
feebk; eounti r attaek abov(‘ narrat(*(l, lie made 
practically no attempt on June 7. Nor was it 
till s(‘ven in the* (*\'(‘ning of th(^ Sth that a 
serious atti'inpt to i*ecov(*r his lost positions wa*^ 
ma<le. (’overing the movem(*n1 by an intense 
bombardment, Si.\t \ on Arniin, whose army had 
meanw hile been heavily reinf()?*c(*d, made a not, 
very seventy j)ushed effort to capture the hue 
we had gained, bed was bloodily r(‘pu!serl. 

Consolidation of oui- lino au<l tlu* »‘stahlisli 






A BIG WATER DEPOT. 


[Official photograph. 
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1 Ilf lit of advanced posts continued during the 
four foll(n\ing days. The Australians sei/cd 
La Oolterio Farm, south-east of Messines, and 
(Japaard, a mile and a half t») the east of 
Messines between Oosttaverne and Waineton on 
the Y[nes-Wariieton road. 

Our prog?esf> on the right of the battle front 
had made the enemy’s positions in the neck 
of ground between the Lys and St, Vvi's 
untenable. The riglit wing of the* (Jerman tith 
\rmy thi ri'fore gradually evacuated this ari'a 
until it r<‘sted on llu* Lys at La Masse Vilh*. 


When these consolidation steps had been 
taken and our defiMisive |)osition thoroughiv 
secured the Mritish (k)mmander-in-( ’hief turiu'd 
his attention to his main offensive north and 
east of Vpres. To carry this out effe<;tively a 
|•e-arrangement of our battle front was necessary. 
Fn the first phu'C the French troops holding thu 
line from St. (Jeorges to tlu' sea were re[)laei*d by 
Mrit ish units, and Ihe change was eomph'fed by 
.luiu 20. The Fifth Army was brtmght. from 
the British right c(Mit»*(* and took u[) ground 
Iroin Ob.servatory Kiilge to Boi'singfie on 



/i\il(iiii/ tiffK i«l ftli 'll urtif'h 

TKOPHIHS FROM MESSINHS INSPECTED BY THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT 


Our paL-ols kept touch with the ( iiomy an<l by 
llu* livening (»f .lune 11 tlie W’ai’iuMon line liad 
heen abandoned. On that (‘vtuiing we again 
attack(‘d on both sid(‘s of the Ypres-Fomines 
<anal in tin* direction of Hollebeke and south 
and oast of .Messines. The attack was <*om- 
pletcly successful, and our line was a<lvance<l on 
practically the whok^ front from the river 
arnave to Klein Zillebeke. 

My this operation the Second Ai-my front iiud 
pushed forward as far as Sir Douglas Haig then 
I bought desiraVde, and on this portion of our 
line our c^fforts were limited to strengthening 
our new defences and establishing forward po.sts. 


»lune lU. riie l^'rcnch b'irst Aiiuy undei' 
(Jeneial .Anilioine e\tend(‘d the Ml it ish lefi 
flank beyond l>»M‘singhe anti relieved ‘^he 
Btdgian ti‘ot)j)s who htul hifhi'.rtt) kej)t llu* front 
from that point to Xordschoott*. 

While these. movt“mt‘nt>> weie in hand tlu* 
communications lu'hind tlu* fiont and the k*fl 
flank of our main force w(*re undeigoing the 
same improvements which had been caiiied 
out before tlu* \'imy -^'pres operations liad 
betiii undertaken, ddie further olTerisiva* moT'c 
norfFieily will be d(‘»dt with lat<‘i-. 

In a(u.*ordaiie(* with their u*^ual priicticc, as 
soon as tlu‘y had been b(‘aten the Germans set 
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to work to be^Httle or explain away the results 
of the fighting Their official report of June 8 
ran as follows : — 

Front of Crown Prtnc’k RuppREriiT. -On tho 
coast and on the Yser front the fighting activity still 
retnains slight. 

The attacks of tlie Knglish delivered between Ypres 
and Ploegsteert Wood, north of yVrinenf iertis, after 
days of strong ilestnictive fire, were rt^piilsed to tho 
sontli-east of Ypres by bower Schleswig and Wurtein- 
berg Keginients. We also fought siiccjossfully on tho 
southerly wing <»f th^^ battlefield. 

On tho other hand, the enemy HUccoeded, a-j the 
result of numerous explosions, in penetrating into our 
positions at St. Kloi, Wytschaete, and Mcssincs. and in 
alvaucing, after stubborn variable fightirjg, nia Wyt- 
schaete and Messinc-!. 

A strong counterattack by Ouard and bavarian 
troops drove the enemy ba<‘k in the rlirectionof Messines. 
Farther north he was brought to a standstill by fresh 
reserves. 

Later our regiments, who were fighting bravely, 
were withdrawn from the salient protruding towunls 
the west into a prefiared position between the heiul of 
the eamd to the north of Holleheke and the Houve 
basin, two kilometn^s (about 1] miles) to the west of 
Warneton. 

Cn the Arras front the artillery duel was of grea* 
intensity in sevfiral sectors. 

Fvknin<i. — 'I’o-day the Knglish were unable to 
continue the battle in Flamlers with the forces which 
they eiufjloyed for IIh^ attack yesterday. A lo«‘al 
a Ivaiice to the east of Messines was rej)ulsed. 

Tin* oftitda! proclainaf ioii was, ol course, 
back<‘(l up by various st ini-oflicial ntteranoes* jn 


different German newspapers. Some report et. 
the battle as a surprise, and seemed to think 
we had taken an unfair advantage of them. 
Others .stated boldly, following the official lea«l. 
that the conquered positions had only been hold 
lightly and that the troops were intended from 
the first to retire into a prepared posituiTi 
between Hollcbeke and VVariu*ton. If this 
were the case, why were tho troops in the front 
line ordenMl to hold on to the last, as we hav( 
previously scc*n on page 82 ? Why, moreover, 
were such elaborate measures taken for rein 
forcing the front and for counter-attack !<, 
regain it if lost ? Plainly it was thought, aiul 
quite rightly thought, that th(^ front position, 
with its command of view an<l fire over the 
ground to bi? crossed by our troo])s, w'as of the 
highest valu*. When the supt‘rior fighting 
]3ower of our men t unit'd them out of it the 
(Jermans had resort tht* meanest subterfugt's 
and silliest falsehoods to cover their defeat. 
Their rest'ivt'S were used to re-establish tlu* 
battle, but failed to do so. 

Take, again, th(< question of gun losses. 
Tht^ (Germans elaiuusl that tla^ whole of the 
largt* ninnber lost had been previously rendered 
useless. This is entirely without foundation. 



[Officio/ photograph. 

GERMAN PRISONERS CAPTURED IN THE MESSINES BATTLE. 
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BATTLE SCENE AT PILKEM. 


[Ollicuil plutli'gKiJ^h. 


Many of tlie CJennaii lu*n,vy mins had Ix'ini 
withdrawn IxTore tlio assault took ])lacc because* 
vein Annin was afraid ot losirij^ thom. Some. 

dest royed by our fire, but not deliberately 
by their own detachments, and many guns of all 
calibres were oaptui'ed, and as consi<k*rable 
dumps of amnninit iori were found they were 
tuiaied on their lati posse'ssors. 

M\vo novrltii's were em])loyed at this battle. 
Oni- own incendiary slu'lls, which eontaiiu d a 
laige amount of liighly inflammable liepiid. 
riiese* were ‘"lobbed’' over into tlie (lerman 
ticiiches and caused hidious hav^oc. The 
other Was a (lerman one the anti-tank gun 
wliicli has been describetl in tlie foregoing 
pages Of course, if a shell of any size pcaie- 
1 rates a 'Tank it de>.t roys it. But on the whole 
the special Llerman batteries created t-o stop 
du* Tanks obtained litt lo success fl'hc* reaso?! 

a plain one: th(‘y were in fixed positions, or 
>l any rate were kept stationary, and they 
A 'r(' not behind sohM cover. (’ons''( piently 
iicy wcrc^ detect'd and snuffctl out either by 
'ir airmen or by our artilleiy. fl’ht' fire of 
'll- guns wais astoiiishmgly accurate, as in<li-e<l 
' liad b( en for a long time past. A goo<l proof 
J it was shown at one part of our line. 

Passing over No Man’s J^and a nairovv strip 


of almost unliurt grass was to })e sis n It was 
a narrow ril)h()n of grem whisi^ no shells h*ll 
lx‘tw(‘(*n the two widi^ brown streaks of the 
opposing lira's. In it tlio grass was rank, 
higlr and full of flowers. 'Phen some. 20 yards ou 
tlvB f'ide of till; ( hanian front line came the area 
wher<u)ur shells fell,aial gave wonderful evidcnei^ 
of the a.e<*uiaey of oui* fire. 'Pla' line was ek'au 
ent and ran h^r miles. On one side of th(3 
line was d(‘,ep gn'cn giass aral on tlu^ otla'r 
was ehaos -nothing but a inerts wilderness of 
inteF-loeking shell hok's, in w'hieh lire (Jerinaii 
barhe<l wii^ lay hea[)(‘<l in twistiMl knots, fl’ho 
<*hjM)s eontiniieil to wherc^ thetk'rman front -liia^ 
trench had been, hut w hich was now mere shell 
holes, wla*!‘(‘ no man could walk narre than a 
few' yards eont inuonsly. It wais the sana' ovi'-r 
all the net'A'oik of the st'crond line aiid sup[)ort 
aial r(‘S(*i\'e aral eoinmunieat ion ti'enclas. 
Coming d(»wn the gentle slope of tlie Ridgi^ 
was a tnmhiing proiric*ssa)n from slidl-link' lo 
.•ilail-lark', elimbing out of oia' and sliding 
down into arajtlu'r’; and e\ ciywlierr' was the 
wn'ckagt* of dngouts aral ora**' solidly built 
inaehiia'-guii ('in placements. 

Modern artillery fire is an affair of seiraieo. 
Meb'orologieal eoialilions ai‘(' taki'ii into ('on- 
skk'rution at intei vrds daring the day, hecaus«» 
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{Official photofiraph 

HAULING OUT A CAPTURHD GERMAN GUN NEAR MESSINES. 


tcmpofatui’c and lmn»iu(‘f lic prrssmv afY<*ct 
tlu‘ jinxliicts ol rxplosiori of t ho propc'llant. 
I h(‘ j.pmnor rar(‘Jv lays in his oppouont ovor his 
gun-sights, hut from a hidd<‘n position sho(»ts 
on his target and regulates his lire by tiu' n'ports 
of tim forwanl obM'rvinu ol1i<*er and the infor- 
Illation of th(‘ aviators. In this he is aided liy 
a map di\ided into squares, so tliat the in- 
iorniation enables him to jilaei; ai'enraimi^ 
the point he wishes to lire on Results 
sueh as ilescribeil above are only possible 


when lire is eonduoted by moilern soionfilic 
nudhods, but so eertahi are tiu'so tliat oiii' 
infantry could follow in behind tho artillery 
liarrage in pia fect safety whihj the lattiT nu)v« s 
on at regular intervals of tinu*, swiH'ping away 
oppi»sition, destroying const ruetion.« and blow- 
iiig to ])it‘ces men and guns. 

Since tlu^ beginning of the war artillery hud 
made gr(‘atei pi ogress than it had done in the 
whole period Irom the introduction of rifleti 
cannon to the outbreak of the hostilities in l!)lt. 
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I N no ])art of Mu^ liiuiiiro aro tlii' effects of 
the war more complex and diflioult to 
appraise than in India. Thou^li we 
speak of Tmlia as one (roiinlry, and onr 
contrali/icd system of administration as w(4l as 
tlie increasing diffusion of Fiiiglish as the Unijiiu 
franca of the western -educated Indians from 
the Himalayas to Cape Coinoriri has jjroducod 
a somewhat artitieial appearance of unity, this 
great suh-continont, with its .‘H .f), 000, 000 inhabi- 
1 ants- one fifth ])erlia[)s of the hunian race — 
still remains a vast eongeries of [leoples of 
<iifferent stocks, different creeds, different 
languages, different customs and traditions, 
different .stages of civilization. Though the 
great social religious system of Hinduism, which 
claims to embrace two-thirds of the whole 
tiopulation and has exercised a permanent 
influence, somotiines negative and sometimes 
active, on millions who aro nominally outside 
its pale, has no doubt been in the main a 
unifying force of resistance against successive 
tides of foreign invasion, the d<aninant insti- 
tution of caste, which is the cornerstone of the 
System, has t^n'atcd and perpetuated internal 
lin(‘s of oleavagi^ as immutable iii all essentials 
as they arc profound. There are 6(>,0(K),000 
Vol. XV.— Part 186 


of backward [)eopIe wlio count as Hindus and 
whose ambition it is to climb on to oven the 
lowest rungs of the Hindu social laddi'r, but 
^ho are still call(*d and treate:! as “ untouch- 
able ” by all other Hindus within the recognized 
pale, whilst the Brahmin, in virtue of his mere 
birth into the highest castes of all, still ndgiLs 
hierarchically supreme over all. Be.sides 
various small and ipiite distinct communitie.s, 
such as Hikhs and .laiiis and Parsecs and the 
remnants of the followers of Buddha, whoso 
religion about 2,000 years ago went near to 
siip(T.sediiig Hinduism, the MM.homedans form 
another fifth of the population, and hetweon 
them and the Hindus the antagoni:*»n bred of 
centuries of coutliet lies dee[) and tierce IxManitb 
the .surface of all temporary compromises. 
Politically the Native or FiMidatory Ststes, with 
a total area more than a third and a pojjulatiou 
nearly a fourth of the Indian Fmpire, have 
retained a varying but always v(‘ry eonsidi'ralile 
measure of autonomy under their own here- 
ditary rulers ami const it ute .si> many eiujlaves 
outside th(! sphere of ordinary British adminis- 
tration, enjoying special but often ill-defined 
relations with the supreme Hovernrra^nt which 
the late Sir William Leo-Warnor desciibed 
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not inapt ly as relations of .suliorclinato allianci'. 
Diffonait cliinatk’ eonditions ipiite as luncli as 
(liffc^renees of (Ic'scenl and tradition have pro- 
dnml yi't anotlier broad and by no means 
arliitrary distinction bit ween tlie (i|rhting and 
flu? non-fij^litinf; races j)f (ndia, the forna'r 
iK'lon^Mii^i: for tlie most part to the plains of 
^Jortliern Hindustan and the lower slojies and 
valleys of the Himalayas. 

It was the anarchy let loos(' amonjist all 
these discordant elements by the decay of the 
Momil hanpire duiint; the eiu:hleenth century 
that compi'lled th(‘ tlast India, (’ompany to 
extend its authority reluctantly, but irre- 
sistibly, north and south, east and west, from 
its original small trading sidtlements on the 
coast and to build up the vast Indian Empire 
which was linally placed directly und<*r tho 
Hritish Crown in ISoS after the expiring con- 
vulsion of tho Mutiny. Cnder Hritish rule a 
highly efticient system of adininist ration brought 
India a lueasuro of [leace ami justice, of good 
government and prosperity such as had never 
been known in tho whole coui-sc of her long 


history, and al! tla* old forms ot internal strife 
were damp(‘<l down. Hut thc^ w’cstern educa 
lion it had imported into India was dostiiKMl 
to jao luce a mav form of umcst which, though 
in it.M‘If inevitable and by no means altogethiM- 
unhealtliy, lias takt'U on at times a very 
tiaugcrous cbaraet(‘r, and has rendered the task 
of Hritish rulers on thi* acenstomed lines 
of a jiaternal, if benevolent, despotism more 
jwid more diOieult. Western education long 
ago outstripped the objects whieb ^facaulay 
bad immediately in view whi*n he urged its 
introduction into India more than eighty 
yearn ago for the purpose of supplying tho sub- 
ordinate indigeiious agency required for tho 
a.dministration of the country. Appealing at 
first almost (ix-diisively and still mainly to tlio 
siime priestly and clerical castes of Hinduism 
that had always enjoyed a monopoly of such 
learning as existt^d in earlier times, it spread 
rapivlly in nil the larger Indian towns, and 
fH'gan to find favour with other sections, too, 
of thf5 urban coinimmities. Fed largely on 
English liistory and English literature, tho 
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youth of India who passed through tlio new 
colleges and universities wo had founded wore 
bound to bo aff(‘etrHl by the new British ideals 
of /freedom and the British conceptions of 
government thus set before them. Out of this 
ferment tliero grew ui) at fii-st a uholestmie 
reaction against the barbarous superstitions 
and eru(d (aistoms wdiicli di'graded their own 
social system, and thf‘ most enliglitened leaders 
of tlie westiMii-edueateil elassi's seemed for a 
time to riali/(‘ that far-reaching social reforms 
could alone form a fitting preparation for those 
changes in th(‘ political relationship biMw’i'eii 
th(‘ rulers and the ruled for which the nam' 
immature spirits wen* alreaiiy beginning to 
agitate When tin* Indian National rongivss 
was foundiHl, in ISSo, to gi\e an organized 
e\pn\s.siofi to the as])irations of the new 
\\cstem-edueati*d elass(*s, it was liopcd that 
the social reform movement would receive a 
great impetus, as the many d(‘lica,te religious 
and social ciuestions which such a mov(‘m(*nt 
was hound to raise were just thosi* with which 
the [ndians thems(*lves rath<*r than their alien 
rulers wen* best cpiali(i(*d to deal. But unfor- 
timatc'ly on these V(*ry (piestions tla* most 
acute dirferene(*s w'(*n^ soon shown to j)n*v’ail 
amongst even western-educated Indians, and 
the social reform movement, browbeaten by 


the leactioHttiy loicos of Hin.lu orthodoxy, 
subsidcl into Iho bm-kgrou„d to nuiko room 
for .1 more fneile ngitation in favour of political 
reforms. The Jndian National ConKre.-s be- 
came a platform for the ventilation of racial 
grievances and lor the assertion of political 
rights based upon tla* theories of British 
demoeratie goverimu'nt, for wliieJi, in tla* eyes 
of her rulers and of the hulk of Indian opinion 
outside the small westc'ru-c'dueattMl elass(*s, 
fiulia W’as still utterly iiuripe. ,V considerable 
.‘idargement of India, u ivpivsentatioii on tlu* 
Imiit'nal and Piovineial I.egislative (’ouneih 
uiHl(‘r Lord Lansdow ii(*'s X'ieeroyalt y in IH112, 
was a distinct eont*ession to tlie Congress 
Hgitati.m, but it gave the Indians im real 
pow(*r and no riNil res[)t)nsil)ilit y, a,nd it s(*rv<*fl 
mainly as a jum|)ing-orf ground for further 
<k‘manils. \ a.rious caiisi's, amongst, which p(‘r- 
haps not the least pot(‘nl was the inereasiiig 
lainilianty oj many Indians who had hei*!! to 
Kiirope with the si*aniy sidi^ of western civili- 
zation. t(‘nd('d to produce a new school of 
Indian thought which, harking hack to thi* 
more or less mythical l(‘geuds of a, golden 
age whc*n India was Irei* and wealthy and wi.st* 
heyoiul th(^ wisdom of all the rest of the world, 
lesenti'd not only a system of administration 
entiivly controlled hy aliiais, hut tlu* as- 
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ccndancy of an alien civilization and the very 
fact of alien rule. The South African war, 
ill which the two small Boer republics held the 
wJicde forces of the British Empire so long at 
hay, and the Russo -.lapanese war, which 
sliowe<l even an Asiatic people to be capabh* 
of defeating a great European Power, gave a. 
tremendous stimulus to the new creed of Indian 
nationalism. At this juneturo the Partition 
of Bengal and Lord Curzon’s Education Act. 
which even the more moderate amongst tlu^ 
w(\stcrn -educated classes chose to construe a.s a 
direct challenge to them, gave the Extremists 
a. welcome opportunity for inflaming political 
jiassions and racial prejudices to white heat. 
A cninpaign of unprecedcnited violence on the 
platform and in th(^ F*ress led to a series of 
dastardly murdei’s and outrage's, of whicfli tlu^ 
\ietims W'cro not only Knglishrnen, but <*ven 
mort^ often Indians in the sei*\'ict* of (Govern- 
ment. J-low('ver hostile the Indian Nationalist 
might be to westc'rn civilization, ht' nevc'i* 
lu'sitated to import into India th(‘ lati'st ami 
most ajiproved methods ot western anarchism. 
Thesi*. methods nevertheless liad one goo<l 
elleet. 'TlK'y gave? ])a.uso to some of the more 
sober Tndian politicians who had at first been 
almost <*arrl(‘d away by tin' rising tid(‘ of Ex- 
tn'inism ; and thanks mainly to the firm 
stand mad(^ by the latc^ Afr. (J. K. (Gokhale 
and Sii- Pherozshah Alehta, an atti'inpt by th(' 
lOxtri'inists to capture the Poiigrc'ss at- Surat 
at the end of 1007 collapsed, though the im'ct - 
ing had to Vx' dissolved amiilst sci'iies of wihl 
<M)Mfijsion which iliscredited it for several 
yi'ars. ( JoN’ernment, which had lamentably 
failed to foreseti th(' stoi’iu or to appreciate at 
first its significance, realized once more, tliough 
again very late in tlie day, that, whilst the 
f<»rc(‘s uf disorder had to be na't by reprc'ssiun, 
it v\as cijiially lu'cessaiy to rally to the. cause 
of order the moderate t'lements in India by 
sonu' generous political concessions. 'riii' 
Indian Councils Act. of 1000, better known as 
the Morloy-Mirito reforms, marked a conskh'r- 
abki step in the dii’cction of giving to IiKlians 
a larger share in th(3 conduct of public affairs. 
Its most notable h'ature was tlu' appointment 
of Indians to tho Executive Councils of fla^ 
\ iceroy and of tho Provincial tJovernors, and 
to tho Secretary of State’s Council at the India 
OlTiee. For th(^ rest it was ])i’aet ieally an 
<‘xteiision of the Act of 1802, for it ])rovided 
tor a greatly enlarged Tndian representation 
on an elective basis in the Imperial as well as 


in the provincial Legislative (Vouneils, though 
ill the foi'mer an ofllieial majority wrvs still 
retained intact. Tho inhererrt weakness of 
these reforms was that, whilst they ga\(' the 
Indian opposition vastly inereasi'd oppor- 
tunities for discu.ssion and criticism, tiny still 
gave it no real powt'r ami no I’t'al responsibility. 



SIR PHRROZSHAH MKHTA, 
An opponent of “ Kxlrcmism.*^ 


Thr* sat i^fiiet ion which they alTor*d<Ml t «> 1 mlimi 
scntinuMit. pro\('(l, tlu'ie forv, shor t -)i\'<'i 1. Th(\\' 

hclpcel, inde'c'd, to |•(*habilit ate tin* mere con- 
stitutional na'thods of agitation for’ which tia* 
(’origre'ss clainaMi t*) stand and they sl»*mmed 
the epidt'inie* of amirehist outi’ages. '1 hey rdsf) 
])repareMl the' way fea’ the' visit e)f the* Ixing 
Fm]H'i’or anel his Le)ns()i’t ter India at th<^ e*nel 
of llHI, which e'verke'el a gre'at arrel geimiia^ 
outburst, of Tnelieiu leeyalty te) the' pei’se»u e)f 
fht' Se)ve'i’(*igll 'rile* heemb tllieewn at. Le)i’el 
llareliiige whilst he' was luakirig his state* 
entry into Delhi on I lu* first aimive'rsmy e)f the* 
Imperial Dvu’har eit which it had be'e'ii pree- 
claiim'il as the* ne*w' capital e»l India, showed 
however-, that, if miarcliism hael he‘eu se’e)tche‘d, 
it was not ye‘t kille*fl, and the* subse'(jue‘nt 
Delhi eeruspiraey trials re*\e;de*d a wiele*spre‘ad 
ne*twor’k erf s(*elitie)ii and crime*, the* full e*xt(‘rit 
of which was ertily dise*l(>s(*el eluriug the* w’ar 
In Bengal, tero, the* cont inuaneM* of ‘‘ political 
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ilakijitiL's perpetrated l)y yoiitlis of th(; better 
(•|}iss(*s proved tiow jjersistent were the effec*ts 
of the poison with which students and sehool- 
))oys had been inoenlatcirl, even by so-ealhsl 
moderate leadt^-s lilo? Mr. Siirendranath 
l^anerjee, dminu tiie anti -))}irt it ion eampai^n. 



VISCOUNT MOKUn , O.M., 
Secretary ot' State for India, 1905-1910. 

Lord llai’dintre, who l)a<l suceecMled to Lord 
IMinto as \’i<*eroy in Novi'inlx'i’, 1010, had not 
liei'ti slow t.o r<‘ali/(‘ that th(‘ Morley-Minto 
1 ’et‘orms could only mark a sta^e in the develo))- 
mcnt of Indian political institutions. In a. 
statesmanlike dispatch tli(‘ new V iceroy pro- 
poundt'd, on August l?r>, 1011, a >ehem(‘ of pro- 
\’ineial auton(»my with a large <levolutinn of 
powcMS by the Central ( Joveiument whieh, laal 
LordCrewi*, tluMi Seerelary of Slate, endorsed it, 
an<l bi'en risulyto carry it pi’omptly into effect* 
iiugnt have deHc'cted Indian political activities 
into safer ]»aths. The appointna nt, in 1012, of 
a Royal Commission (O’ Kiujuiry into the Indian 
Public StM’viees was dt‘si;_rned also to meet the 
growing (h*mand of the west(‘rn-oducated 
(‘lass('s for a larger share in the actual adminis- 
tration of the country. But whilst Indian 
opinitni recognized Lord Hardiiige's sym- 
pathetic attitude towards a progressive policy 


ami was touched by the fortitude and aosence 
of any vindictiveness which he displayed after 
the Delhi outrage, he owed his unprecedented 
popularity amongst Indians chiefly to the 
courage with which he was known to have on 
several occasions championed Indian rights 
and interests, even iri opposition to Whitehall, 
notably in regard to the treatment of British 
Indians in South Africa-. But, whilst many 
thoughtful Indians were disposed once more to 
turn aside from the barren field of j;)olitics to 
that of social service or at k'ast to follow the 
lead given by Mr. (lokhale when, without 
abandoning t h(' political are] la, he founded and 
d<‘voted a larg(^ share of his energies to his 
Servants of India vSociety, tlu* more advanced 
pa.rti(‘s \ver(“ successfully exploiting the general 
disappointment with the ]4iacti(^al results of 
lh(‘ Minto-Morley reforms in order to revive the 
Nationalist movement, or at any rate to pn'ss 
for a radical transfer of j>ow(‘r from the British 
administrators to the self-styled representatives 
of the Indian ])eople. The Congress which liad 
!)e(*n always inclined to play the part of an 
Indian Parliamcait, though a Parliament <‘n- 
tirely divonu’d from rt‘S[>onsibilit3^ n'covertul 
no little of the influence which it had lost 
aft«'r the scandalous scenes at- Surat and still 
more on lh<^ enlai’gc'nu'iit of the Indian (dement 
in th(r Legislative (Vamcils which at first secaued 
to dwarf its imiiortance. 

Moreover, a eonsiderabk' cha.ng(‘ had taloai 
place in the altitude of a c(‘rtain section at 
l(*ast of th(> MahonuMlau community towards 
tla^ Congress. For many y('ars the Mahonie- 
flans held (entirely aloof from the Congress and, 
acting upon the advici' of thidr gnnt leader 
Sir Sv'cd Ahm(‘d, tlu'^^ jireteired to rely sokdv 
for the protection of tlu'ir social, political and 
religious interests on the justie(* and imiiarti 
ality of th('ir British rulers. Tln'y had, how- 
ever, Ikh'ii seriously alarnu'd as time went on 
1 ) 3 " the growing influence of the ( kingress, w hich 
was esstaitially a Hindu organi/.at ion, and they 
liad found(‘d in lODo, as a counterjioise to it, an 
All-Indian Moslem League, wdiose first achieve- 
ment was to s('(‘ure from ( lovianment- the 
special repn‘S(‘ntat ion of Mahonicdan inter(‘sts, 
in the Morley-Minto reforms scheme. Mean- 
while there was growing up a younger genera- 
tion of Mahomedans whom w"estern educa- 
tion had brought into closer touch w"ith the more 
ativancod scdiool of Hindu politicians and wdiose 
feelings towards their rulers had Ix^en very 
unfavourably affected by the unfriendly policy. 
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ns they rend it, of Great Britain towards the 
.Alalioinedaii Powers outsido India, and 
ospt'eially towards tlio greatest of them, 
Turkey. In the occujmtion of Kgypt, in tlie 
n'eognition of Frencrli aseendaney in Tunis and 
in Morocco, in the Anglo-Hussian (Vaivimlion 
witli regard to Persia, and in the pressure 
<-onstant]y brought to i)ear upon 'J’urkey for 
the beiu'fit of the Ghristian rae(*s under tiu* 
Sultan’s rule, they detected evidence of a 
settled purpose to destroy what r('maim*d of 
Mahomedan independene<^ and j)o\\(‘r. d’he 
Italian invasion ot Tripoli in 1911, and the 


Halkiin u-ars i.i l!)I2 i:}, sl.v.imliriu-.l tl.cir 
belief ill n eons|>irixcy of the ( liiislinii Powers 
against Islam to which (heat Hrilain was a 
jjarty, and some of the “ yoiinir " Maho- 
medan leaders who w^nt to ( 'on a iint inopl,- 
in <*hargt‘ ot Indian Hinl (’re>,een| missions 
aiul <‘ame there into pi'rsoiud contaot with 
“young" 1’urkoy, ndurned to India with 
their hearts full of bitterness. T!u* repar- 
tition of Bongal in 1911, which was held lo 
lavour the Hindus at the expensi* of the 
Alahoniedans, Jiad also caused much had 
hloof!. I.\en so pnllrv a (|ue'>fion as that 
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which arose at Cawnpore out of the demolition 
of an outlying building belonging to a mosque 
to make room for a new road, whereas the road 
hafl been deflected in another part merely 
to spare a Hindu shrine, rev’^c^aled a dangerous 
feeling of irritability which was not confined 
merely to the local Mahoniedaris, but spread 
to those of other provinces and into the 
Native States. Lord Hardinge even thought 
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LORD HARDINGR, K.G., 

Viceroy of India, 1910-1916. 


it advisable to take the inatt('r out of the hands 
of the I.,oeal (tovernment and settle (he disput(5 
by his own personal intervention on the spot. 
The conqiroinise servc^d to assuage Mahome- 
dan fe(‘ling, but it did not disarm the hostility 
of the “ young ” Mahomedan party, who 
allii'd thems('lves more and more closely with 
the advanced Hindu party in the Congress on 
the basis of a common nationalism. 

Thus when the Great W'ar hrol<(' out in tlv' 
summer of 1914 the internal situation was not 
indeed dangerous but diHicult. 'riie Morley- 
Miiito reforms hatl ceased to satisfy th(^ demj\nds 
of oven the moderate Indian politicians, 
whilst the Extremists were endea\’ouriiig to 
give a more and more definite interpretation 
to the vague aspirations towanls colonial 
self-government which the Congress had on 
various occasioiLS publicly taicouraged. The 
breach was widening betwt'cn tlio western- 
educated classes, who claimed to voice the 


wishes of the people of India, and the British 
administrators, who stoutly denied that claim 
with the tenacity of official conservatism 
and also with a strong sense of responsibility 
for the welfare of the Indian masses, holding 
that they were themselves in far close^r touch 
with the real interests and desires of the vast 
agricultural population than lawyers and pro- 
ffwsors and journalists born and bred in a few 
large urban centres, which had little in common 
with the rural districts. Very few, even 
amongst educated Indians, had takc.n any 
siLstained interest in Ruropean politics. The 
(kingress, taking its cue from the Kadical 
Party in Rngland, had from time to time pro- 
tested against military expenditure in India 
and against t he Indian Exchequer being saddled 
with any part of the costs of the various 
military expeditions t>utside India in which tlic^ 
Indian Anny had been, much to its credit, 
employed. Some of the Extremists had occa- 
sionally liirited with unconcealeil glcu? at the 
possibility of grave Eurot)oan complications 
which might give India her opportunity to 
shako off the Britisli yoke. But Indians and 
Ruro[)eans alike* - and esp(>cially the soldiers 
had been taught for so many decades to regard 
liussia as the one European Powtu* capabh? of 
threatening o\ir Indian Emi)ire tliat the growt h 
of Germany’s world -ambitions ami the signi- 
fican(*e of her activitie^s in the Near and Middle 
East had never been more than dimly appre 
bended. Lord Hardinge knew, for he had been 
one of the first British diplomatists to reali/.»‘ 
(he German danger, and had played an impor 
tant part in bringing about the rapprochcHU ttf 
lii*st with France and then with Russia, by 
which it was hoped to keep the vaulting 
ambitions of the Emperor William 11. within 
bounds. The Government of India W(*re 
fully acquainted with the whole story of tho 
l\aiser's j)ilgrimages to ('onstantinoplo, ot 
German economic and ijolitieal ascendancy in 
Turkey, of German railway penetration in 
Asia Minor, of the great B.B.B. line — Borli?i- 
Byzantium- Baghdad — of German intrigue.s in 
the Persian Gulf, already ri*counted at length ii' 
Ghapter LIT. of this history. But the Govern 
ment of India have never thought it their 
duty to enlighten or to guide Indian opinion, 
and even British Ministers, it must be remen i 
bered, deemed it often wiser to mislead than 
to lead public opinion at homo with regard (< 
the true inwardness of Anglo-German relation^ 
Nor can Lord Hardinge, with his diplomat i* 
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t^xperienct*, have overlooked the choiee which 
(Jermauy insisted on making of picked diplo- 
matists to discharge the modest f\inctions 
of Ocnnan Consul-General in Indio, or the 
iiiiinbcr of military oflicers attached to the 
(Jennan Conaulote-Genoral, or the largo suite 
of experts wliom the German Crown Prince 
))rought in his train d\iring his Indian tour, 
or th(* mysterio\is visit whicli Count WoltT- 
Mettcrnich j)aid to India in company with 
a military nephew just after he laid ndired 
troni the post of German Ambassador in l^ondoTi 
'Fhat Germany had encourag(<l the l^m- 
!>!amic propaganda which had spread to the 
frontiers of India, and to a lesser extent 
into India itself in the days of Abdul ilamid, 
afid had been pros(‘cuted on still more nggres* 
si\e linos by the “young” 'rurks, was no 
secret, even In^foro I’rince Biilow eynical>y 
<liselosed in his memoirs the sinister purpose 
with wliich tht^ Kaiser posed as the friend 
of Tnrkey a?id the spt^eial i)rotector of Islam 
If William II. reekoried upon 'J'urkey adding 
10 army <-orps to the (h‘ni\an l(gioiir> in 
the e\enl of war he !*eekoned with scarcely 
less eo!iHdf*nee on the indin'ct support of 
the Maliomedan populations outside 1'urk<‘y 
as soon as the Ottonaui Klialif si ion Id 
unfurl at his helu'st tlie (Jn'en Banner of the 
Ikopliet. Nor was it the loyalty of Indian 
Mahonuulans only tJiat Ik’s lioped to tampt'r 
with. pA'cn before th(‘ war Berlin was in close 
toncli witli the centres of Hindu sedition in 
lOurope, and oru^ of tlio oflieials of the (kTinan 
t'orisulate in Zurich was intimately associated 
with a ilangerous group of Indian anarchists 
wlio had made Switzerland their lieadfpiarters. 
riiep* can he no doubt eith(*r that the largci 
tiennan eommereial community as well as tlie 
liost of German inissionai’ies in India acted, 
as in every other country, as zealous agtaits of 
( airman policy. Though the I ridians themselves 
WiT(*, for the most part, in favour of protection 
lor Indian industries, the Britisli (hjvernmcnt 
maintained th(*ir own free trade system in 
India, and German merchants had taken full 
advantage of it to devidop of late yearn a grow- 
ing import and <*xport trade, which in 1913-14 
had exceeded that of any other foreign country, 
hi the import trade (terman travelJei*s had 
laislu'd their clieaper inanufaetured articles 
''ith their customary energy, being rnonj ready 
^o adapt themselves to (he requirements and 
t<i.ste of iiative purchasers, and at one time?. 
tJ:(‘y were undoubtedly helped by the boycott 


movement against British imported goods 
wliich the Extremists started in support of 
tlieir political agitation. One of the most, 
notorious Extremist loaders boasted, for in- 
stance, publicly that his newspaper was not 
Iirintcd on British imported paper, but only 
on paper brought from Germany and Austria. 
It was, however, in the export trade of raw 
materials for lier own industries, such as hides. 



[VanUyk. 

THE MAHARAJAH OF BIKANIR, 

One of the Indian Members of the Imperial War 
(Conference, 1917, 
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Malabar copra, mangaiif?so ore, wt^lfraiu or 
tungsten from Burma, that ( iiermany had made 
the most determined and successful endeavours 
to capture the Indian marked. In accordance, 
too, with her unive'isal policy of ('c.onoinie 
peiKd-ration, slie* had set herself to ae<piire a 
footing in, and sonielinies e(jmrjianding control 
of, mercantile an<l industrial firms that were 
regardful as wholly British. As to th(‘ wide- 
spread ilil’fusion of (il(‘rma.n inflin*nee through 
missionary ehaniu'ls, it may l)e enough to cpiote 
the statement of tlu^ Society for the Bropaga- 
tion of th(^ (Josfu'l that, in 1!H4 in thf‘ (diota 
Nagpur district, of Orissa alone there wi‘re 
32 (h^rman missionaries in chaige of over 300 
schools, with 42 native' pastors, 440 eatc'chists, 
477 school t(‘a(‘hei s, and a total flock of about 
100,000 nativ<‘ Ohiist ians. 

Wh(ui the storm liroke Lord Hardiiige was 
abk^ to measure at once the magnitude of the 
struggk' t-o whicli the British lOmpin^ was 
committed, tiumgh even lu^ may lud liave 
foreseen its duration. He reali/.(‘(l that great 
risks wdnld Iuvvm^ to he taken if India was to 
answer worthily to the military call of the 
Kmpire, and he was prepared to fake them 
b(M*ause he f(‘lt lie could roly iiersonally on the 
(;onfid(‘nc(^ and affeedion of th(» Briiuu's and 
people of India. As the Maharajah of Bikanir 
testifietl thr(*e yt'ai’s latiM* at I he Mansion House 
BarH^'iet, which he ath'iided as one of the 


Indian delegates to the Imperial War Con- 
ference : “ We Indians often wonder whether 
it is fully realized in (heat Britain how for- 
tunate it was in every w’ay for the Empire that 
a statesman of Lord Hardingo’s sagacity, sym- 
pathy and broad -minde l ness w'as representing 
the Sovereign in India when the storm burst.” 
It required, indeed, not merely a knowledge of 
tlie military nece.ssitie.-3 of the Empire, but 
profound confidence in the essential loyalty 
of fiKlia to denude her without the slightest 
hesitation of almost all her British garrison as 
well of her Indian troops and to throw all her 
military resources into the melting pot in order 
to fill tlie ga})s in our fighting line in France, 
wliieh, owing to our own unpri^paredness and 
the .still go'ater iiuprepari'diiess of the Dominions 
for a great war, could not hav(^ been filliMl from 
any other quarter rluring th(* supremely 
critical piadod when the (h'rmans, having faik'd 
to reach Paris, wtu’c making their grtnit effort 
to br(‘ak through to (’alais and the Fi’cnch 
(Channel coast. 

Tlu' dispatch of tlu' Indian Expislitionaiy 
Force to Franco and the inqiortaiit part played 
by it in the wdnter (‘anifiaign of 11)14 -15 ha\’e 
been fully (k^all with in Chapter LXl. Indian 
troo})s borc^ th(‘ir share also in many 
otiun* striedven fields, in Mcs()])otamia, in Egypt, 
at the Dardanelles, in East Africa, and in 
cooperation with our dapanest' .Allies in the 



INDIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORGE: GURKHAS DETRAINING TO GO ABOARD THH 

TRANSPORTS. 





A STREHT 

l‘'ar Kast. it wus tlio fruciul docision, 

ilna i<> Lord Ha-rdifj^iVs iiisist('nc‘y» to s<*nd ]i(‘r 
M)Os st to tia* ohiof hiitt!(‘ front in th<- 
U’ost to taco, slioiildor to shonld<*r with the 
Lritisli and tlu^ l)on\iiiiou (I'oops, tlio do\v«'r 
of tho (j<a’inan hosts tliat/ r<aist‘d a. foolinjjj of 
intonsc’i war-liko ])rido throughout India and 
oiisui'od h<‘r loyalty, Tho oonsciousnoss of 
hfothorhood in arms soomod to f>hlilorat • 
suddenly all racial dif’fereno(‘s aial to unite 
India, as never befoi’e under Mritish mle, 
in one ^r(‘a.t impulse of loyalty to a eonimon 
Kinpire and a eoninuin eause. Many of 
the liuliaii pidnees prof‘fero<l and rendered 
peisoiial service at the front All p!ai*ed 
t!ie r(‘sourcos of tlioir States at the disposal 
ot thweriiment. The ^rn^at landlords ami 
'-'.entry of Ihilish India respondtsl etpially 
to the call. d^he great bulk of tlui Maho- 
medans vied with the Hindus in tiudr assuranees 
ot devotioja. The battle spirit stirre<l not only 
Hajput« ajad Sikhs and all tho old martial 
laces^ that ‘|orni the ])ackhone of tlie Indian 
Annyi; iJO^ny others who had not hitherto 
heen wont^o seek military service. 
odurated classes, who pride tliemselv^(»s on 
having assimilated something of tlie demo- 
‘ eratic spirit of the West, rallied to the Knipire's 
cause as tho cau.se of freedom, and 


IN MADRAS. 

most hitter eiitics of the Ihilish ni/ \v«*re foi- 
t lu' nonce eonveided to its merits hy the far 
more intolerable mi'ua.ee of ( lerman <lominiou, 
to whit'll the raid of the l']mdeu aiul the half- 
tlo/.en shells she (Ired into Madras kait momeu 
tary reality. At the ( 'ougress ses-sion in | lu‘ 
last days of Ihll, the I'residiait, Mr. Hhufien- 
dranath Hose, tieelareil, amidst general a-ppla.usc, 
that that was not the time to doal with 
matters on \n hieh we may differ. We must 
present to the world the speetaide of a I’niled 
l'an[)ire.'' Both (iovernnient and the Indian 
opposition in the Legisle.tive t’ouneils agrt^ed 
that during the war there should be a. triiee 
to polit ieal font roversii's The Indian memliers 
of tho Impiaial Coniudl gave a remaikal)le 
proof of their siiiefuity l>y passing in a single 
day, on Mandi ! H, H) I a, on a mere a^siirauee 
fr<an Lonl HaidiiiL'e I ha^ it was a nee< ssar \ 
war m»*asnre, the Dehnct* ot Irclia Act, 
modelled on the Ihitish I )cfenec (»f the llcalm 
Act, not wit list anding their repugnaiiee to 
some of its more drastie pria isions ; and, as 
it were, in I'etnrn, tlie X’ieeroy was a))le a tew 
months later, on September ’2’2^ to confirm 
the new sense of India's p>i rtnership in the 
lOmpire }>y annonmring tliat he was authorized 
l>y the liritisli (Jovermneiit to aeec'pt a reso- 
lucetl hy a. distinguished Punjabi 
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Mahomodan, Mr. Mohainnie<i Shafi. to tho 
oft'ect that India, like the Dominions, should 
have her own representation in any future 
Imperial Cotiterenco. Further satisfaction was 
given to Indian seiitiniciit by another announce- 
ment which Lord Hardinge was in a position 
to make before* leaving I ndia. 1 Fe had obtained 
the sanction of the Setrnitary of State to the 
al)olition of Indian ind(*ntnred labour in the 
Colonies- a systc'in product iv'o of grave abuses 
and terrible* social evils. 


there was little to bring home to the Indian 
people the realities of war. Consiflerable as 
had been the total contingents furnished by 
India, thej*^ were, when compared with the 
huge levies in the United Kingdom or in the 
Dominions, small for her total population and 
only drawn for the most part from small 
sections of that poi)nlation. The number of 
Tiuliaris who had kith or kin or close personal 
friends at the front was, therefore, very small, 
and smallest of all amongst the educated 



INDIAN CYCLISTS IN FRANCE. 


{Official photograph. 


Lord Uardinge’s tenure of oflico, which would 
nonnally have expired in November 1915, 
was renewed for a further six months, to the 
intense satisfaction of Indian public o]>inion. 
But even before he left India there were only 
too many indications that the first great wave 
of enthusiasm had spent itself. The war 
was <lragging on much longer than people 
in India had anticipated. Interest in the 
military operations, as endless apparently 
ns they were often disappointing, began to 
Hag. Exciopt in the Bombay Prc^sidency, 
where most of the sick and wounded were 
landed from Mesopotamia, and in a few other 
centres whore hospitals had to be provided to 
meet the requirements of increasing losses. 


classes, for whom the Indian Army provided 
no career, and soldiering, it was generally 
believed, offered in itself very little attrac- 
uon. The most poignant element of personal 
ijiterest which made the w’ar bulk so large in 
tho daily hopes and anxieties of almost every 
family in Britain was seldom iDrosont to 
tho people of India, who, for the most part, 
were quite incapable of visualising the .remote 
and unknown scenes amidst which the actual 
operations of war were carried oh. . JFrom all 
tho immediate terrors of war Tnrfia was prac- 
tically immune, and for a long time even from 
its financial burdens. In fact, aft^er a first 
spasm of economic depression, the war brought 
her a steady increase of material prosperity 
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There was a mistaken notion that Indian 
opinion would take alarm if the strain of war 
\\ ere allowed to cause any very marked depar- 
ture from the oi’dinary ofTieial or even social 
life of tlie European community. Tlio keenness 
of the younger members of the public services 
to volunteer for the front was systematically 
discouraged, whilst the military authorities 
continued to treat the resei-vo of Indian Army 
ofhcors, drawn mostly from the Anglo-Indian 
commercial class, with their customary frigidity, 
and every public department adhoied as 
closely as possible to its usual routine. Thought- 
ful Indians, reading public speeches about the 
life and. death straggle in whieJi the En\pire was 
engaged, were puzzled by this oflicial atlitudi^ 
of seeming indifference which extended equally 
to suggestions made by Indians themstdves 
for a fuller utilization of Indian resources, 
both of men and materials, for th(vprosecution 
of the war. Upon others the increasing horrors 
of tlu> European war, the successive “ methods 
of frightfuhiess ' imported into it by a nation 
that prided itself upon bidng above all otliers 
the chosen exponent of European culture, a?id 
the concentration of tho whole energies and 
ros<.)urces of the wesf-orn world on tho more work 
of destruction, produced a not unnatural revul- 
sion against the vaunted superiority of our civi- 


lization. On the other hand, the Imik of the 
western-educated classes, whoso mind had been 
so long steeped in politics, dwelt chiefly on 
tho generous and almost excessive praise 
lavished in tho British I’ri^ss and by responsible 
Ministers themselv'os on the loyally of India. 
Whilst they indignantly repudiated all id(‘a of 
claiming a reward for loyalty, they inter|)reted 
tho promise of a changt'd angle of vision ” 
as foreshadowing nothing less than the spt'cdy 
concession of all the political demands tliey luid 
hitherto pressed for in vain. The Nationalists 
reail into every dc'clanition of tho Allies that 
the war was being waged in support of d<'mo- 
cratic ideals and to secure the riglit of every 
small nation to sliape its own destinies a justi- 
fication of tlicir own tlK'ories of Indian nation- 
hood. There wei’i^ som(‘, moreover, amongst 
tho Extremists who had perhaps swung rather 
reluctantly to the inflowing tidc^ of loyalty, and 
who, loss squeainisli in Iht'ir views as to tho 
riMil obligations of loyalty, were not prepared 
to allow its reward to bo deferred until the 
restoration of ptNun^ e.onditions might possibly 
diminish its rnarkotablo value. Anyhow they 
drew a broad distinction between loyally to 
tho Crown itself and loyalty to those who 
ropresenteil tho Crown in India, and did not 
hosita-to to resume their suhvorsivo agitaliun 



INDIAN CAVALRY IN FRANCE. 
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against British tulininistratinii, though it wa.s 
bound to render the ordinary task of govern- 
ment far more difTicult in war-time than in 
rimes of peace. Tlie old ferment was at work 
again, and when tlm (Wigrtjss met in Bombay 
for its next annual session at the end of 1915, tht) 
atmosphere was very diffenuit from that of 
the previous si'ssion at the end of 1914. It 
re{{uired all thci ability and prestige of Sir S. 
Sinha, who oe.ciipied tiu* lh*(*.sid<*nt ial chair 
on this occasion, to nistraifi th(5 advanced party 
and to defeat the aggn^ssive tactics advocated 
by Mrs. Besant, who, having lost a good deal 
of the infliKMKs^ slu; luui originally acquired 
as a 'rhoosophist vessel of spiritual enlighten- 
ment with th(^ more conservative and sober 
leaders of Hindnistn, was seeking to gain new 
po])iilarity with the younger gema-ation by 
constituting h(*rself the impassioned champion 
f)f the most extnane Indian Nationalism. 
Sir S. Sinha, speaking with the, ex[)erienc(? he 
had learnt as the first Indian memlxu’ of the 
Vi(‘eroy’s Kx('eutive Council, p!(‘ade<l witli the 
utmost earnestness and force for patience and 
moderation, and dc'clarcsl emphatically that 
thn\igh the goal t<) before them was 

ultimate Helf-government, India was not yet 


ripe for it. His audience listened grudgingly 
to this language of sane patriotism, for Mrs. 
Besant had already adroitly launched the catch- 
word of Home Rule for India, against w'hieh 
Lord Hardinge \’ainly uttererl his own grave 
warning in his farewell speech to the Imperial 
Council at. Delhi on March 24, 1910. 

Lord Chelmsford, who, in obedience to the 
call of patriotism, had already spent over a 
year in India during the war os an ordinary 
Territorial oHicer, landed in l^omhay, after a 
short visit to Kngland, on April 4, 1910, to 
take over the Viceroyalty from Lord Hardinge, 
w'ho sailed on the saii'ie day, after unprecedented 
<lcmonstrations of gratitiidi? and affection from 
the Ruling Brinces as well as the p€)ople of 
India. In his very first spooeh in reply to an 
address of welcomt' at Bom))ay J^ord ('helms* 
ford pledged himself to continue his prede- 
cessor’s ]iolioy. Rjit for a time his attention 
had to be largely div(‘rlod to the grave mili- 
tary pro)>l{»]ns in Mesopotamia with whieb 
tlu; fall of Kut almost at once confronted 
him. hb/idenee bad Ixu'sn acjcuinulating for 
some time ])ast that .Army Headquarters 
in India bad failisl to lise to the eincs* 
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INDIAN MACHINE-GUN IN I LANDERS. 


^^•ncy (Tnateil liy tho first serious reverse 
which our arms had <‘uco\mter(‘d on the 
Tigris — namely, at CU^siphoii in NovemV)er 
1916 The lack of river transport and (lu* 
neglect to siip[)Iemen( it by the const ruetioii 
of a military railway had hampered all opera- 
tions for the relief of Kut, and ever since 
the retreat, from (Tesiphon ]ian’o\Ning stories 
hiul reached India of the sulTerings of our 
sick and wounded wliieh showi'd a lament - 
able brt‘.akdown of the medical field service 
a-i the result, in part- at liMist, of inadequat<‘ 
transport. Lord rhelmsford had himself 
h»vn on the point of proceeding to Mf^so- 
potafiiia, on a mission of inquiry which 
Lord Hardinge had asked him to undertake, 
when lie had to change his plans on his 
appointment to the Vieeroyalty. 'That mission 
was subsequently entrusted by Lord Hardinge 
to Sir William Vincent, a f tej \va n Is Home 
Member of the (government of India with 
whom were associated Major-deiuaal Ibngley, 
and later Mr. H. A. llidsilale. ^Tlieir r(q)orl, 
ultimately made public with the Kc.port of 
the Parliamentary (yommission on the Meso- 
|)otaminn Expedition, n ached the (loverii- 
ment of India after Lord dhelmsford had 
assumed oftic<‘, and confirmed liim in tlu^ 
opinion that sweeping changes were inifjeratively 
lequired both at Army Headquarters in Lndia 
and in the higher command in Mesopotamia. 


'I'he (.^ommaude)'-in-dhi(‘f, Sii- Hcauehamp DulT, 
bad proved himself an al)h‘ administrator so 
long as no excessivt* strain was thrown on to 
tlie military machine of w hich lu‘ was in charge, 
and he had deserved and rt'ccived great cretlit 
for the prompt dispatch of tlu^ large t*xp('- 
ditionary forees sent from lialia t.o Franc(^ at 
the begimung of th(‘ war. Hut the far-r('aehing 
changes in tlu^ systt*m of lialian Army Adminis 
t rat ion cifeeted in 190(> at l.ord Kitchener's 
instance, wluai he h(*ld th(‘ post ol ( 'omma!id(‘r- 
in-dhief in Iralia with Sir Hcauchamp DiitT 
as his dhief of the Stall, had borne the fruits 
wliieh liord (kirzoii had at the time vainly 
insisted they were bound ultimately to bear. 
Eor they eombined in tlu ( \)mmander-iii 
Chief the twofold fimetioiis of exis-utive. ami 
administrative hi'ad of th** Indian .Army. 
Even in pi'iier^ time sueli a combination (ouhl 
only succ(‘cd witli a man of Lord Kit(*h(‘ru‘r’s 
own masterful [icrsonaliiy and imiuniitable 
ema*gy. Under the stress of war its failun^ 
w'a.s inevitable. Sir Hcanchamp Diill W'as 
tied to bis Depart mint by tlic increasing 
pressure of administrative work, which hoVas 
piirhaps too reluctant to delegate to othc*rs, 
and though, as (Jommaiidei -in-( 'hiel, he ought to 
have been able at least oeeasionally to see 
things with bis own eyes esiie^ially when 
things were obviously gf)ing wrong- be bad 
never found a day to spare during nearly three 
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years of war to emerge from tJio seclusion of 
his oHico at Delhi or Simla, lu July, 1917, 
he was recalled to England to give evidence 
V)efore the Mesopotamian Commission, and Sir 
Charles Monro, who had held with great 
distinction an iin[)ortant command in France, 
was .sent out to succ(‘ed him as Commander- 
in-('!iief, ami at once proceeded to Mesopotamia 
to tiike the measure, of tlui military situation 
for himself, tajiially important change.s had 
meanwhik^ taken place in Ihe higlier commands 
in Mesopotamia, arid notiibly the supeissossion 
of Sir Fercy Lake, formerly Ciiief of tho 
Staff to Sii- Hciiuehamp Duff — whose appoint- 
ment early in 1!)17 to the supremo commaiid 
in Mesopotamia had been much criticized at 
the time — by Sir Stanley Maude, tho brilliant 
giuieral who was so soon to retriewo the whok* 
sit tail ion by th(i coiapiost of Jiaghdad, and 
then again .so soon to be arrested by the 
han<l of death in his .spleinlid carrier of victory. 

Even before tlu?s(} changes had relieved tlie 
new' ViciU'oy fr'om tlio grave military pro- 
occiipations of his tir’st fe>v months in India 
he had found liimself compelled to take u[i 
the dinicult problem of j)olitical reforms, to 
which his predecessor had ali'eady giv'(‘n much 
attention. In elose consultation wdth themem- 
hi'rs (if his Exeeutivti Council, I.(Ot'd Chelmsford 
devoted Iris lii-sl. summer in Simla to the jrre- 
paratioii of an extensive^ scheme for submission 
to tlu' Secretary of State. J5ut the ranv Viccu-oy’s 
natuird resruve, from which, moreovi^r, he 
Could Iiardly have d(?pa!ted so long as the 
selaMue liad not obtained tlio sanction of the 
Ih it ish ( lovernrnerit , was soon skilfully exploited 
by the advanced party to east doubts upon his 
“sympathy for Indian aspirations” and to 
stimulate the growing impatience of Indian 
])olitieians. Mdn' extremists did not hesitate 
to denounce him as the react ionaiy nominee 
of a r eact ionaiy Seeivtary of Slate (Mr. Austen 
Chamb(*rlain), and, as a newcomer-, lie had not 
yet had time or oi)port unity to aecpiire public 
conliilenee snllieiently to countera(jt the in.si- 
dious campaign dirvetet] against him. During 
the autumn session of the Viceroy’s Legis- 
lative Council nineteen Indian “elected” 
members submitted a written memorandum 
containing a list of measures wdiieh, in their 
opinion, constituted a minimum instalment 
of the ehangt's which India was (mtitled to 
demand from “the new angle of vision” at 
homo, ’rho memoraiuhim had been hastily 
prepared, and at once provoked expression.s 


of dissent from other Indian representatives 
who had been ignored by tho signatories a.H 
mere “ nominated ” members.* Whilst some 
of its demands were quite reasonable, such as 
the repeal of the Indian Arms Act, and the 
granting of Army cvmimissions to Indians, 
wliich had loikg Ireen overdue, the consti- 
tutional refoians, as far as their meaning 
w'as intelligible, seemed calculated either to 
aggravate tho tlefects of the Morley-Miiito 
reforms by increasing tlie power of (he Indian 
op|)osition to criticize and obstruct tho 
action of the Kxociitive without having to 
bear any corresponding responsibility, or else 
to involve a I’evolut ionaiy change in tho 
entire system of Imlian government, only 
conceivable if India w’ere endowed with really 
repi*<‘st‘ntal ive inst itntions. However crude 
this document was, the Govei’iiment of India 
w’oiild ])erhaps have done better not to ignore 
it completely. Their silence played into the 
haruls of tho extr-ernists, who captured tho 
Indian National Congress at its next annual 
session he ld in Christmas week, 191 (), at 
laieknow. Mi*s. Hesant, whose mischievoiis 
a<‘tivities had led to her exclusion from tlie 
Bombay l^residency and some other provinces, 
and Mr. I’llak, the great Deccan agitator, 
wdio reappeared for the first time on tho serene 
after having sei’ved his six years* term of 
transportation to Mandalay for sedition, were 
the heroes of tho se^ssion. After many impas- 
sioned orations, in which thi^ most fervid 
Nationalists had, as usual, to declaim against 
“alien” misrule in an “alien” tongue, as 
English is the one language they have in 
common and the one practical bond of natkauil 
unity betw'een them, tlio Congress passed a 
series of I’esolutions claiming for India the 
status of a self-governing State, with complete 
financial, legislative, and administrative auto- 
nomy, and, as a first step, tho election of half 
the (lovei-nment of India by the non- official 
Indian iwmbevs of the Viceroy’s Legislative 
Couiieil, and other reforms of a similar and 
even more drastic clrararder for the Indian 
J’roviiicial Governments. Lord Chelmsford ha<I 
tlelivei'od in advance during a visit to C’alcutta 
an earnest warning against such “ cataclysmic 
changes,’* and, in T*eply to an address presented 
to him a few weeks later by a body of Indian 
journalists w'ho demanded tho repeal of the 
Press Act, ho pointed out, with abundant 
quotations from the extremist press and, 
in particular, frotu Mrs. Besant’s own organ,. 
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New Indki, tho (Uuigerous, if hot actually 
criminal, lengths to which politu^al agitation 
was being canicH. Llnfoitimatciy, whilst the 
Viceroy’s admonitions were so much breath 
wasted or^ the e\( r(‘n)ist s, h<* was riot in a 
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jmsitioii to rally the moderates to his support 
by any definite (aiuiiciat ion of policy,’ as the 
(Government of India were still laigagtHl in a 
plot lacted exi'liaiiire of \ ie\vs with the Secretary 
of State. Nor, indeed, did tlarc* seem to be 
any fixity of purpose or uniformity of policy 
at Ih'lhi. Whereas the Nome Kul<* agitation 
was spreading all over India and assuming 
the iharaider of an unmistakably All Indian 
moxeua'ut, the ( Jox i-rnmi'nt of India slirank 
from the ri'sp(>nsil>ilit y of di'aling with it 
themselves, ainl left it to tlie Provincial 
( M)\‘er funents to takt* suidi im*asures as they 
might d(*(‘nt necessary undiM* t lieii* own authority. 
'rh(* result was a d(‘plorabit‘ lack of unifoi-mity, 
which prodiu’cd merely an impression of iire- 
solution and weakness the most fatal 

impri'ssion possible in any Oriental country. 

'The ap|)oint nu'iit of tlirt'c didegates to repre- 
sc'iit India at tlu* sp(s*ial lm|>crial War Con 
terence held in London in tlu' spring of It) 17 
temporarily eased the situation. It was a 
gent'rous fulfilment of the pledgt* which Lord 


Harding ‘ had boon authorized to give twelve 
months before. Besides Sir James Meston, 
Lieutenant-Govi rnoi* of the United Provinces, 
w'ell known for his warm sympathy with all 
legitimate Indian as])irations, the Maharajah 
(d‘ Bikanir, an Indian Ruling Prince of an- 
cient lineage and great parts, and Sir S. 
Sinha, an able leader of moderate Indian 
opinion, wdio liad b(;cn the first Indian member 
of the Viceroy’s Executive C^ouncil in Lord 
Miiito’s time, and had presided over tlie Indian 
Xational Congress of 1915, proceeded to England 
to speak for India for the first time in the 
unitcMl counst^ls of the whole Commonwealth 
of British nations wdth an aiitliority worthy 
of the share she had borne in the great war. 
’'fbe* sple ndid reei'])tioii given to them hy their 
colleagues from tin* self-governing Uominions, 
as w(“Il as by the British Co\ernmcnt and the 
i^ritisli people, madt; a great impression in 
Jmlia and wont far to eounti'ract an organized 
campaign of suspicion and ill-feeling against 
(be i^omiiiions, for which the ti(*a( merit of 
Indian settlers in South Africa and the whob; 
very diflicult and <l(0i<‘ate (pexstion of Indian 
immigration into British colonies bud often 
alToi‘dcd good, or at k^ast sja'eious, grounds. 

In the calmer atmosphere thus created, the 
(Jovcnimeiit of India w'ert^ able to introduce twr) 
impoi'tant measures eoimeetiHl with the prose- 
cution of the war which received at first a con- 
siderable umoimt of Hiipiiort from Iiulian 
opinion. One was an undertaking to eontribiiU'i 
.1100,000, ()()() as India s shai'e of the Empire’s 
w'ar ('xpxnditine and the issue of an Indian loan 
)o cover a fii'st instalment of that contribution. 
Many Indians liad themselves exprcssisl their 
reirrtd that the lOmpire hail not made a larger 
appeal to Indian ])atriotism, and tire shar'c 
India had bitlieito boi*ne of the hnaneial 
burdens of the war bad bi'cn scarcely appre- 
ciabl e, as it was only in tlie Budget of 1010 that 
a slight increase of taxation liad taken ])lace, 
and the Imperial Exeheijiier continued to 
defray all the extra costs involved hy the em- 
I'-loymeiit of Indian hoops in the various 
tlieati'cs of war outsidi' India. It must, 
Imwevei', he remembered (hat, whilst the 
Dominions had sjient very little before the 
war on Imperial defence, a eonsiderahlo 
portion of the revi'iiucs of India had always 
been devoteil to the Army, anil she had 
llius been in a position to place a large and 
well-equipped force in the held at an early 
and critical stage of the war well ahead of 
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the Dominion contingents. . The Indian Wai* 
l^oaii was laimchod with very general approval, 
♦•veil from leading extremists, and ultimately 
jirodiiced a sum of nearly £40,000,000, which 
was four times as much as the Finance ]Member, 
Sir William Meyer, had ventured to anti- 

♦ ipate. 

The other m(‘asure was an Act to impose 
a restricted form of com]iulsory military 
tiaining and service oil the Kuropeau com- 
niuriity, and to arrange for tin* voluntary 

♦ iirolrnent of Indians in a special military 
force? to be raised for tin? war in all parts of 
India. It was a measure which might with 
advantage have bt;en taken as soon as the 
war broke out, and the FiUiojX'aii Volunteer 
(Vaps would then have welcomi'd it heartily, 
whereas the mannf?r and the season of the. year 
in wdiich the new Act was put into operation, 
just at the lieginningof the hot weather of 1917, 
caused a great deal (*f iinuocessary hardship and 
heartburning. It w'as none tlu^ less loyally 
<?arrie'(l into effect. The appeal to Indians 
was less sucei'ssful. At first it also re(?eiv(Hl 
general support from Indian public m(*n, 
who seemed to r<*ali/.p hoiv valuable? such 
an experiment might prove for the future 

♦ irganization of an All-Indian army on territorial 
liiu?s. Moreover, a good many young Indians 
of the educated classes had set an excellent 
example by volunteering during the early stages 
of the war for active service as doctors and in 
the Ambnlaricet^irps, and had acquitted thcni- 
<clvi‘s very creditably in France and in Meso- 
potamia. A double coni|)any of Bengalis had 
also been voluntarily raised as a combatant 
unit uikIci* sp<?cial authority graiiti'd iu response* 
lo the insist(?nt wishes of tlu* people of Bengal. 
Blit the larger mov'ement wliich (lovernmciit 
wa*-! now endeavouring, again lather tardily, to 
eiicoui*ag(* w'as Vdighted by ])olitical flistrust. 
"Phi* conditions in regal’d to pay mid status, 
though similar to tliosi? under whi( li our own 
territorials had been recruited at home, wei-c 
keenly attacked by the extremists a*^ eoiiv eying 
some hlur of racial inferiority; and wit bin throe 
months (lovernment had to gi\'c jiiihlie expres- 
sion to its tUsappointment in a ri*.sohition 
stating that only J199 Indian recruits ha<i so far 
enine? forward in the whole of India instead of 
the .5,00t) asked for by the military authorities. 

^ Xot the lea.st potent of the influences which 
favoured a recrudoscenec of political unrest was 
the lliissiari Revolution. It created a profound 
uiipression all over India, an<l the extremists 


hailed in it above all the downfall of a tyramueal 
bureaucracy with which for many >cais pasi 
they had been w’ont to comi>art? the Anglo- 
Indian bureaucracy, and always, of course, to the 
latter’s disadvantage*. A powerful impetus was 
again given to tlu? extremist propaganda by the 
publication of the Mesopotamian Report, which 
was const I’licd into a scathing irulictmciit not 
only of liulian military administration, hut of 
tlu* whole system of liulian CtovernnuMit, civil 
as well as military ; and the language used in the 
(?oiirsc of the Bailiami'iitaiy debates on the 
Report by Mr. Puhvin Montagu a very short 
time before he was apiioiiited to the India 
Olliee lent itself, imfort unali*ly, to a similar 



\()lfi(tfil fAtof 

INDIAN CONTINGENT IN MESOPOTAMIA. 
Sepoys cleaning reserve bombs for front line 
trench. 

intprpretati«ai. Tliis was all tlu- luor*- unfrn- 
tuiiate as tlu? intcrnm<*nt of Mrs. Bi'saul 
(June 19) by the ( }ov(*rnment of Madras had 
given the extremists an opportunity to raise a 
.storm of indignant prot(‘sts and tf> thri*aten a 
campaign of “ passi\ e I’esistance.” Many 
moderate. Indians regard(*d the action of tlu? 
Madras Gov(?rnuieiit as, to say tlu? lea,st, ilk 
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lirncMl, aii‘l futilo info tlio bargain, as it merely 
meant the transfer of that lady's activities, 
with very slight restrictions, from her own 
head(iuarters at Adyar, jtist outsaU^ Madras, to 
Ootacamiind, the summer headquarters of 
( 5ov(’rumc!it, vvhicli she herself selected out 
of th(^ various altoriiatives offer(3(l to her for her 
enforced reside nee. The (hivernmont of India 
<‘ontimu*d to maintain a s])liynx-lik(; attitmle 
ot silent reserve, though the agitation whi(?h 
centri'd more and more round Mrs. Hesant ha«l 
spread throughout political circles all over 
India. The appointment of throi^ new Iiuiiaii 
iiKMuhers to the liiilia CVuincil in Whitehall — 
one of whom, Mr. Hhup»*ndranath Hoso, ha«.l 
presilled over thi^ Indian National Congress 
with marked ability aiiil moderation during tho 
first year of the war — -was on(3 of Mr. Chaniber- 
lain’h last acts btforo ho left the- India OlHco ; 
hut he got little credit for i( iti the over heated 
atiuosphero of finlian polities, and liis resig- 
nation on July 12, followi'd by the announce 
ment that Mr. Montagu had been .selected to 
succiH'd him, wa-« welcomed as foreslunlowiiig 
a repudiation by the Ihitish (lovornment of the 
react iiaiary policy so mischievously but suc- 
cessfully iinoute I to him and to the Viceroy 
ai)pointeil durhig his tenure of the India 
Ollice. 

What actually happened had a very dif- 


ferent meaning. IMr. Montagu realized pta’haps 
more fully than Mr. Chamberlain had done 
tho importance of allaying th(‘ political exnite- 
miMit in India by a prompt declaration of 
policy, but the declai’ation which he made on 
behalf of tho British Governmont, and in full 
agreement with tlie Government of India, 
was itself tho result of the prolongo<l excliange 
of views that had aheady taken place between 
Mr. Chamberlain and the Viceroy. The an- 
nouiiceimMit made by Mr. Montagu on August 
20, 1917, marks .so important a stage in tlu^ 
evolution of British rule in India that its 
terms iles|3rvo to he quoted in full : 

Tlu^ polioy of his Mivjosty’s Coverninoni, with whicli 
th« Govornnimit of liidiH sire in ooiiij)loto urijord, is that 
of tho incroasiii;^ associal ion of Indians in every branch 
of tho adininistraUon, and tho grad\ial dovclopmont of 
self-go vorriing institutions, with a viow to tho progressivo 
roalizition of re.sponsiblo govorninont in India as an 
integral part of tlio British Kinpiro. Thoy havo decided 
that .substantial steps in this direction should he taken 
as soon as possible, arul that it is of the highest iiriportanoe 
as a prolirninary to considering what these .stops should 
be that thoro should bo a free and informal exchange 
of opinion between those in authority at homo and in 
India. Hi.s Majesty’s tJovormnont havo aceordingly 
decided, with his Majesty’s approval, that I should 
accept tho Viceroy’s invitation to proceed to India to 
di.scnss those matters with tho Viceroy and the Govern- 
iniMit of India, to cori.sider with tho Viceroy the views 
of local govomments, and to receive with him the 
suggestions of reprosoiitative bodies and others. I 
would add that progress in this policy can only be 
a'^hieved by successive stages. The British Government 
and tho Governmont of India, on whom the rv.>spon.sibility 
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lies for the welfare and advancement of the Indian 
peoples, must be the judges of the time and measure of 
(’•rtfh advance, and they must be guided by the coopera* 
tiou received from those upon whom now opportunities 
of service will thus bo conferred, and by the extent to 
which it is found that conhdonco can bo reposed in their 
souse of responsibility. Ample opportunity will be 
afforded for public discussion of the proposals, wliich 
will l^e submitted in due course to Parliament. 

It was purhaps too much to expect that evoii 
80 clean-cut and far-reaching a pledge of our 
(Ictormi nation to set the feet of 1ml ia in tho 
path of self-government would disarm an 
agitation wliich, if not openly directed against 
tho British ovorlordship of India, had behind 
it some dangeroiLS forces bent on paralyzing 
the whole system of Indian administration. 
Tho Government of India, anxious to restore a 
liappior atmosphere in view of Mr. Montagu’s 
airival in India, prevailed upon tho Madras 
Government to rescind the order for Mrs. 
Besant’s intornmont, and would have extended 
tho same indulgtmco to tho Mahomodan 
extremist leader, Mr. Mahomed Ali, had ho 
not refused to give a prorniso of good behaviour 
(luring tho war in tluj fonn not unreasonably 
laid before him for signature. Tho election 
of this “young” Mahomedan, who befoio his 
internment had never made any secret of liis 
sympathies whh tho “Young” Turks, to the 
Presidency of the All-India Moslem League 
was merely an empty demonstration, as ho 
remained interned, but it was no less significant 
of an irreconcilable temper than that of Mrs. 
Besant herself to the Presidency of the Indian 
National Congress at the? annual session of 
those two assembli(3s lu'ld at Christmas 1917, 
in (Calcutta. How artificial was tho “ national ” 
unity for which tlioy professed to stand had 
l)(‘en once more show^n only a few weeks 
hflore by an unnsually violent explosion of 
those racial and sectai’ian passions which 
even tho strong arm of the Britisli nilcir cannot 
always keep umler restraint. In the western 
districts of Bihar, adjoining the United Pro- 
vinces, wid(?spread disturhunces, in which a 
miinb(^r of educated Hindus playc^d a shameful 
part, broke out between Hindus and Malio- 
medans, and considerable military forces were 
n'<|uired to put thorn down, not without loss 
of life and only after the Hindus had indulgcul 
III a veritable orgy of looting and arson and 
violence, in whicli even Mahomedan women 
had not been spared. Nevorth(di\ss, the (.’on- 
ii:r(^ss and the League agreed to pass res< 3 liitions 
to the effect that nothing would satisfy India 
■ihort of Dominion Home Rule w'itliin 10 years 


and the immediate adoption of the extreme 
programme embodied in their n^solutions of 
Christmas 1916. Such demands, to which 
Mi-s. Besant’s Presidential Addre^ss had im- 
parted a very minatory tone, were not only 
in themselves extravagant, but they (kdiberately 
flouted that part of the British Governnaait's 
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declaration, reserving to thoir own judgment 
the time and rneasun*. of each a'lvance towards 
the ultimate goal of Indian self g^vfu-nment. 

Happily there was a considiM-ahlo body of 
Indian opinion far loss noisy and more sober, 
which Mr. Montagu, wlio wisely kept his own 
counsel, had amphj opporttinity <d‘ eliciting 
during his progress} through [ndia in company 
with the, VuMa’oy MoJcaate fiidians may 
scfsn at limes to be carried away or submerg(jd 
by tlu^ rising tide of extremism, but whilst it 
would be unwise to ignore th(i dangerous forces 
at work behind the Indian Home Rule move- 
jruait in its mens extravagant forms, the 
ni(‘thods to which they resorti'd at a time 
when tli<^ whole tanpire, induding India, was 
engag«^d in a life-aivl-dtjath struggle failed 
to affect the substantial and stsiady support 
which India as a whole continued to tho 
prosecution of the war —a support which 
tweri the extnnnists thcmsclv<?s always pro- 
f(5ssc,l, at any rate publicly, to endorse 

Mat(M*ial prosperity is always a steadying 
faf'tor, and of inat('rial prosptirity during the 
war India enjoytMl a more abundant share 
than any other t)art of the Kinpire. If we 
take in the first instance th(' history of 
Indian finance during th(^ period 1914-1017, 
w<i find it to ha\'c been a strange record of 
surprises, hut of surprise's whiedi leel up to 
unexpt'ctedly satisfactory n^sults. The broad 
characte'i’istic of Indian finance is that the? 
(M)uiitry has large' e)hligations te) elischarge*, 
in lOnglanel eive'iy year, ei.stimate-d at approxi- 
mate'ly t*20,00(h()9tt It has in India a large*, 
unfunele'd eleht, chie'Hy eleposits iiwestenl in 
l\)st. Oflicei Savings Ranks ; an e'Xteiisivc 
note* circulation e*ntirely nuuiage*el }>y (Jeivcrn- 
me'ot ; auel a toke n curre iiey whose* sti'rliiig 
1 ‘xchange' valuer is guaranteeMl anel buttrcsse*el 
by a (lold Stanelard Re^serve inaintaine'd 
almost e*ntiivly in Loiulem. In orelt'r te> 
ensiirii finane*ial e'(|uilibi iuiii it is lu'ce'ssary to 
prcse'rvei a substantijil balance of trade in 
faveiur of the e*ount ry, ami it was always assumf*«l 
that in time e)f crisis Ihe're would be a gre*at 
ele*me\ml fe>r sterliug < xebangi*, which (Jeivern- 
nie nl would have* to mi*i‘t from tlie Clold 
Standaiel Rt'serve* if tlu* fiuaiieial peilicy iii- 
augiuated in IS!1*1 and coiisummate'el in 189S, 
dire*cted mainly to the maintenance of the 
ste^rling value of the rupee, was not to collapse*. 
.Kurth(*rmoro, in India, owing to the shyness of 
capital juul the uneie*vt le>ped ee^ndition of 


banking institutions, Government has to stand 
behind the principal banks in time of crisis^ 
not only by the use of its credit, but by the* 
[irovision of actual cash. 

It was fortunate for Inelia that the outbre^ak 
of hostilities found the countiy in an exce^p. 
tionally strong financial position 'The' 
Treasury balances in England ami India wci »' 
Cl, 500,000 in advaneio of the estimated valiK*, 
tho gold holding was .€211,500,000, and th»t 
Presidency banks, tho principal financial in- 
stitutions in the) country, were unusually well 
proviileel with funds. Eortifi(*.d by these* 
resources, the Government was able to meet 
the first shock to credit with success. This 
slioek took the* form which was generally 
anticipated -an imtnediate elemand for sterling 
♦'xchange^, which was not satisfied until golef 
bills ou Lnneleai of the value of €8,750,000 had 
been se)l«b This [>rocess automatically traus- 
ft^rreiel a correspoiieling amount of tlu' (iolil 
Standarel Reserve from London to India, anel 
it was fortunate) that this was so There was 
an immediale rush on the Post Ofrute Savings 
Banks, which induced the withdrawal of 
€7,000,000 anel a elernand for fhe^ enciishmenf 
in bullion of cuin^ncy notes to the extent of 
€4,000,000. By borrowing from tho Gold 
Standard Rcsmvc* the f Jovornmont was able 
readily te) me^e;t the* elcmands on the Savings 
Jbmks, whilst confidence in the ])aper cur- 
rency was spce*elily reste)i*ed by increasing th«» 
tacilitie^s fen- encashment thre)nghont the* 
cenintry. 

So far Indian finance* a«i<l currency bad 
pui'sue'd the anticipate'd course* ; there afte‘r it 
assume'd fea-ms entirely upsetting edl calcu- 
lations and ariunge'inents. Traele* Tjipidly 
adjuste'el itself tee tlie^ new’ conditions, anel by 
rlio close e>f Mare'h, 1915, it ha.fl founel a fi‘t*sh 
ef|uilibriuin. The* very large* demanel fea* the 
chief preiehicts of India, such as jute, euittoii, 
oilseeds anel hi»k*b and skins, (;oiipled with the* 
iveluee'el impeat o*‘ maniitacl iired goods ari-^ing 
from llv- elosnrt! of the chief Contine*ntal 
markets and the n:duf?ed proeloetive pejwer e»f 
the Unite-d Kingviom, breiiight about an m- 
e*reasing balemce of trader in favour of India. 
A flirt he'i* factor of strength was introdiieeel 
whe*n the lirliau Government be*gan to spend 
very largely in India on account of the Home' 
tlovermnent feir the maiiitenanee of the forces 
in Mesopotamia, Kast Africa, and Egypt ; 
this e.xpenditure amounted to an indirect 
remittance freim London to Calcutta aiul 
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INDIANS ON THK WESTERN EKONTt 
GOOKINCf CHUPATTIES. 

Dnjuhay. 'Plio result of thosi* for<*t‘s was (o 
make the chief enibamissmeiit ot' ( JoveriiiiHMit 
not the |m>vision of sterling icniittanets from 
India, but the provision of rupee reiiiitta.iic«‘s 
from London ; not to find sterling resources 
from the Gold Standard lleservt*, Imt to me(*l 
in India an almost iusatialile demaiKl for rupe») 
<*urnmey. 

This iK^oossitatod a number of exp(*dients 
'I’he ordinary sale of Council Dills on Imliji in 
Isifidon was reduced to Us. 80 lakhs, and then 
to Us 00 lakhs p<‘r week; ( Jovernna'iit took 
entire control of the iinjioi ts of gold and silver ; 
and with the price of silver soaring alx>ve the 
lixed ratio of the rupee to the sovcireinn - 
iiaiuoly, 15 to 1 — -it raised the rate of ex<'hange 
to He. 1-5, approximately at tliat tinu; gold 
point, taking into account the increase in 
height and insuramre. 1'owards th(i close of 
10 1 7 small notes of the dcaiorninatiou of one 
rupee and Us. 2-8-0 were introducexl to econo- 
mise the use of .silver. None of these (ex- 
pedients would have availed, in face of the 
^ery heavy expenditure on account of the 
Horne Government, if the borrowings in India 
had not been on an unprecedented scale In 
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normal yc'ai’S the (Jovernment of India es!(‘cms 
its(df fortunate if it is abit; to borrow in I he 
Indian market 1)2, 000,000. In lOlO a con- 
vi'rsion loan yielded tl,250,0IK>, mi l in 1017 
a sp(H*ial cftorL to raise a “ Lo an of Vietory '* 
brouglit to the' exchtxjuer the r(*Iativ(*ly larue 
Slim of .£‘10,00(>,000. In the closing months of 
I1M7 'Frimsury Hills were issued for tlr^ tij'st 
tiinti in India and fj tx ly taloMi up. > 

The intiu'nction of all thesis forces orodnei'cl 
in India conditions of great jirospcrity and c.on- 
sithmiblo strength. All tlni manufacturing 
and prodneirig industries of India were passing 
through lialcyon days, and th(^ prospiuity of 
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tliH fxport trade was only limited hy the amount 
of freight available for (export. The banks 
were full of money, and a fc'tOing of ox^timism 
was abroad. It was fairly elainnjd that the cur- 
rency system of India had stood the shock of war 
better than tlu‘ eurreiiey system in any other 
eouutry in the world. India had not altogether 
escaped additional taxation. In the first year 
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President of the Indian Industrial Commission, 
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of the war, ar*ting in th<' belief that the war 
would be of short duration and it was un- 
m‘e(ssary to look far aluad, it was arranged to 
me(*t th(^ e.'-timated deficit by new Ixnrowings. 
In unti l? additional revenue amounting to 
tIbtiOO.fiOO was ?ais(d by increasinc the 
customs tariff, the .salt duty and the income 
tax; in U.)17-1.S a super-tax was imposed for 
the first time, and the customs duties were 
further raised, in(‘luding the duties on cotton 
piecegoods, dt'spite the vehement protests 
of the Lancashire industry. Simultaneously 
India rendered valuable cont I’ibutions to the 
financial strcaigth of the Umpire. She dis- 
charged all her floating debt in London, and 
investeii larg(^ sums of the Paper Currency 
Keserve ami the Gold Standard Reserve in 
Ihitish securities, and finally, in 1917, assumed 
tht» .sole responsibility for interest and sinking 
fund on £100,000,000 of the Imperial war 
expenditure. 

Whilst even rt productive State expenditure 
had to be severely curtailed in many directions. 


as, for instance, important railway oxtensior 
and irrigation works, the lessons taught b. 
the war proved invaluable for the futii 
<loveloj)ment of Indian economic resourc(_ 
For the war showed just where the old polic . 
of laisser fane, laisser aller had failed in tl, 
past. It show’ed how far-reaching Genna i 
methods of commercial penetration had lx . 
come. It showed how important it is, evei 
in the interests of the Empire, to pronioti 
the growth of Indian industrii;s and to male 
them self-contained and, in (;ase of need, 
independent of nunforcement from home. Th*- 
appointment of an Industrial Comrni.ssion to 
investigate these jnatters was an (earnest of tlx 
ne‘w interest taken in them by Governna'nt, 
f hough its fruitful labours had to be inte?- 
rupted in order fo allow its energetic chair 
man. Sir Thorjias Holland, to undertake the 
still more nrgeiit task of organizing the special 
war industries of India, industrial laboiii 
never before received such liigh wages. Yet, 
whilst more liberal conditions of siTvice and 
generous treatment of men who liad returrxxl 
<lisabled from the front and of the families of 
tho.se who Inid fallen gave a fre.sh stimulus 
to recruiting amongst the old fighting races, 
it was found possible to raise at the same 
time very considerable labour corps for Moso- 
l)otamia and France. Above all, agricultuj-e, 
which must always remain the greatest of 
Indian industries, was favounxl by a suc- 
cession of bounteous rains and abundant 
harvests, d'he overwdi(*lming majority of the 
po[)uIati(m of India ask for nothing more. 

If on the w'hole, and in spit(‘ of an unfort unate 
recrudescence of political unrest, British rule in 
India stood the test of the world- war with 
unimjiaired and even increasing strength, there 
\vere from time to time, both within and beyond 
the frontier, insidious attempts to disturb the 
peace of India, which only the vigilance and 
firmness of Government turned to the con 
fusion of the (ilennan plotttirs who engineered 
them. As soon as war broke out the chief 
Indian seditionists in Europe and some who had 
set up their headquarters in America and in 
Japan proceeded to Berlin, where they \vcr» 
organized into an Indian political department 
working under the ordei’s of the Gemiar\ 
Foreign Office and War Office. A few of thtxn 
were young Indians of considerable attain - 
uumts, such as Har Dyal, a Hindu who had been 
formerly a Government of India scholar at 
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Oxford ; Chattopadhya, also a Hindu, who had 
been refused admission to the English Bar after 
the assassination of Sir Curzon WylHo in 
London ; Barkut Ullah, a Mahomodan who had 
been editor of an anti -British newspaper, Ishijn 
i'Va/em?/?/, published in Japan ; and Ajit Singh, 
n Sikh, who had been doport(.*d from Imlia in 
1907, at the same timo as Tiaipat Rai, on sus- 
picion of tampering with tho loyalty of Indian 
troops, Herr von Oppenheim, familiar to 
many Englishmen when, as a |)eri[)atetie 
member of the (lemian Consular s<^rviee, he had 
lus headcpiarters in Cairo, whore ho was a 
Pi^rsona (jraUi with the Egyidiaii Nationalists, 
and spent even more of his time on mysterious 
journeys, professedly of exploration and archi^o- 
logical research in Northern .^irabia, Syria ami 
other Arab-speaking regions, was plae(‘d in 
fharge of this Indian department. Its primary 
objects were to work up revolutionary mov(*- 
ments in India itself and to stir nj) t rouble in the 
borderlands. Amongst its minor activities it 
endeavoured, with very scant success, to induce 
Indian prisoners of war, especially MahoriKMlans, 
to take service against us with the Turks, and it 
composed a s(*ries of wonderful fables a})ont the 
‘•’.tate of India, partly to cheer the (Jerman 
public, but still more, no doubt, for consump- 
tion in Turkey and other Oriental countries 
\N here fairy stories always obtain ready credence. 


At one time it was the Nizam of Hyderabad who 
had been deposed by his Mahomed an suhjf'ets 
because of his loyalty to the British (iown. 
On another occasion it was a mythical Hindu 
rajah who was heading a combined insurri'ction 
of Brahmins, Buddhists and Mahon udans. 
Then again it was a tab^ of gravo disorders at 
Ikimbay, Madras and half a dozen o(]n*r places. 
whin*e rebels had provont(‘(l tho (k*parture of 
troops for bairotte and had seizt'd the arsenals 
and barracks. 

Hard as tho Indian Bureati in Be'rlin nn- 
donbtetlly worked, and lai*ge as w(*n‘ the sums 
which it ex[)ende(l, its actual a(!hi«*.v(‘im‘nts wen' 
on a much more modest se>de, and in eom- 
parison with its ambitions proved lann'iitable 
failnn s. None tho li^ss eredit is, lK)wt'\'(‘r, dm* 
to th(d^*iminal Investigat ion Dopartnu'ul of tin* 
(lovernnuait of India, whoso agents, under ( he 
<lireetion of Sir (diaries (’h'veland, tracked and 
mastered successively all tlu^ elaboratt? rami- 
lications of a (lerman organization which, 
from its Berlin base, extetuled aia'oss Amf'riea 
to all the iK'iitral countries in tho Far bbist, 
especially the DuteJi East Indies and Siam, and 
China, where it had its instnmieiits ready to 
hand in every Cerman setth-ment. Jt com 
trivod oven to secure a strong S(‘erot foothold in 
Japan amongst a disal'1ect(‘d sc'ction of the large* 
body of Indian students who had flocked for 
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some time past to its univur»iti<^a and col- 
leges. 

It was to HriUsh (/olam])ia an<l California 
that the attention of the (hTinans was in the 
first j)lae(^ directed by tladr chief adviser, 
liar Dytil, who had been t'ligaged there for 
some yi^ars l)e|ore the war in organizing a 
r-evoliitiorairy ino\’eiMent known as the Gh(uh\ 
or Mutiny the nanni giv(‘n also to a n(wvsj)aper 
Jie pnhiislied in the Urdu and (toninklii lan- 
giiag<*s, winch are respectively the chief 
Malionu'dan and tSikh vernaculars in Northern 
India, 'riiis movem(*nt, whidi had its liead- 
(jiiarters in California, was to sc'cure the coin- 
|/lete. o\'erthrow of Biitish rule in India by 
ineatis of anothe.i* rising on t la lines of tin' 
I H.07 mutiny ; and liar Oyal op(‘nly preached 
by word oi mo\ith as w(dl as in his organ a 
go.sptd of w'holesale inurdca' and ma.ssacre, 
has(‘d upon tierce racial hatA*d, whieii, \io\\ 
e\'t‘.r, did not pr(W(Mit lli(5 Cermans from we|- 
eoniiiig him a»s a. friend and ally, d'he dis- 
ahilitie.s impos(vl upon Indian immigraTits on 
the I’acilie slept' laid lu'lped to emhitter man^' 
of the Indian s(*ttl<T<, l.'irg(‘ly Sikhs, ainl liar 
Dyal and otljer Indian anarchists ha<l 
tiais found a fruitful soil o»i which to scatter 
th(i .‘-(‘(nIs ot sc‘dilio»i. liar Uyal himself had 
ior('told in a public speech, as ('arly as May, 
1914, the iinmiii(Mie(‘ of a war betw(*(‘n (lermany 
and (Jr(‘at, Ihitaiu, which would be India'.s 
op|)orluinty to sliak«- off th(‘ British yoke Ju.'-t 


about tho same time, ono Giirdit Singh, a Sikli, 
deliberately chartered a Japanese steamer, flu 
Komagata Marii, to take over several hundre/| 
Indian labourers, mostly Sikhs from the Piuijah, 
to Vancouver and land them there in dofianei- of 
the laws of British (iJolnmbia. Th' and hi>. 
ft*]low conspirators knew that this attempt 
was forodooniod to failure, and tho ignorant 
coolies, eniliitterod liy <^heir treatment, wcm-c 
easily duped into venting their wrath, not up(>ii 
the real authors of tludr misfortunes, hut. upon 
their Ih’itish rulers, wlio had done tludr host 
to mitigate the hardships of their ease and. 
indeed, defrayed the costs of their repatriation. 
\ ninnher of agitators took passage with them, 
on tlieir euforiu'd return to India, tVvHJing them 
con.stantly with seditious harangues and 
promises of an early and successful insurrection 
all ov*‘r Imlia. l)(‘lails of ilacoities and plans 
for suhorning tlu* native troops, looting tlu 
(ilovt'rnnuid t K'asmii's, and sf>i/.ing the chitM 
annouries iti the Bunjah were workiul out, 
and parties werv‘ laudc'd at Hong Kong, Singa 
l)ore, JVn.uig and Ihnigooii to seduce tlie 
Indian garri.son.s. d'he main body, numhi'iiiit; 
.129, r«‘aeluHl tin* llooghly in the Komagata. 
Maru at tlie end of Se}>tember 1914, wliere 
tliey were landivi at Budge-Budge, near Cal- 
cutta. Tlune had been abundant information 
tliat tlieir aivival would mean trouble, and 
I he (jlo\'ernm(*nt of tiu* Bunjah had si^nt d >v\n 
agents to persuade the men to return peace*- 
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fully to their homes ami, if necessary, to issue 
the vt^quisite orders uiuler the Ingress int') 
India Ordinnnet? recently promulgated. I'he 
measures taken by the Government of lU*ngal 
proved entindy inadequate to prevent irrave 
di'^turbances. Only (>2 of the xnon ngreed to 
ged qiiietlj'’ into tln^ special trains provided for 
them, and the rest set out in didiance of th(^ 
authorities to march by road to ('ikaitta. A 
force of police and sona^ troops luistily calUd 
out succeeded in barring theii* way and turning 
them t)ack to HudgedJu(lg(\ Hut they still 
refused to entrain, and when hustl(‘d by tla* 
police constables pit‘sent they opened lire 
upon them \\ith guiis and pii^tols they had 
secreted, ddie small j)oh(M‘ force was ovta-^ 
powered, and wh(*n troops arriv(‘d to <tiu‘ll tlu* 
riot a small pitched battle ensiu'd, and consider' 
able loss of lih‘, lad’ore the majority of the 
riot(*rs surrendered, only a small mmihei% in- 
cluding, how(‘V(‘r, th(5 ringl('ad(‘r, (Jurdit Singh. 
ina.king good tlaar escap<‘. 

d'his wius but lh(^ for(*runn(‘r of much morr 
widespread troubh* in tlu^ Hunja.l) itself, 
td’esh arrivals of disariect(‘d ('lemcnts from 
( anada and th(‘ United Stales atal from the 
ports of th(‘ Ka>* J^^asl , where th(‘ loc,d police 
forces for the Kuropi*an s(‘tt lenaads had for 
:uany years past betM\ laigely r(‘cr\iite<l aiuiaigsl 
Punjabi Sikh---*, tilleied sl<'a,dily into Iiulia, 
!Uid whilst a good many w(a‘(* d(':dl with under 
the Ifigii'ss Ordinance and inrerm‘d, caiough 
got thr<»ugh to (.'airy on ttieii’ m'farious pr<*pa 
L'anda in In lia, an<l very shortly a regular 
cam])‘aign of nmrder and da<*oily was start(‘d in 
the Punjab. A rising was actually planned 
for k\*l>ruajy 19, 1915, with the object <»f 

s('i/.ing tlx’ ( Jo\’( ifiment arsenals at Lahore 
and h\‘roz,(‘pur, wdiilst continuous eude.wours 
had b('(‘n ma(l»‘ to st^luce tht' Indian troops 
in lho.se citit's as w'.'ll as at .Me«‘rut, Wil.sonpnr 
and otlud smaller cantoima nts m Northern 
India. An attempt was a<tually madi^ to 
birnv up the Ooraba bridge at Ainbala by 
iiu'ans of a bomb, and in the luMozcpur dis- 
trict a sub-inspector of polic(* and one of his 
nu‘u were shot dea<l in broad daylight on tie* 
j>ublj(' 1 ‘oad. Hut the Pun jab ( lovcrinnent 
weie fully alivt' to tla' danger, and it had at 
its head in Sir Michael Od)w-yer a Lieutenant- 
Governor who, like tla* LawFcnees and Kd- 
wardes of the old Mutiny days, had won 
the complete confidence of the law-abiding 
fiopulation of his province by the keen interest 
he had personally tak(*n in their welfan^ ami 


by his acc*os.sil)ilit y and frankness as \v(dl as by 
liis keen sense of justiee. Like his gieat [ire- 
deeessors (K) years before, lit* was also pre- 
]mred to strike fearlessly when iieeessary. The 
well-to-do classes showed no sympathy with th(‘ 
rc'Vtdiititaiary doetriiu's and anaieliical im'thods 
of the conspirators, and in th(‘ villages as w* II 
as in the towns th(' ix'ople rallied whole- 
heartedly to the cause of law' aud order. In 
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several cases it was tin* villagers t IkmuscIv'i's 
wh«» turned upon tlr* out lagc-mongcrs and, 
having s.-i/ed tliem, tiirucil them over- to t h(‘ 
j)o!icc. \ large uinnher of olhaiders had soon 
been laid by (h'‘ heels, and whilst the maiorily 
vvra'e summarily dtalt with by the ordinai'y 
eoni'ts, the worst erimimds wr'iv* eommitled lor 
trial hy a sp<*cial trihiinal at La.hor(‘. 

'|’he.s<‘ IriaJs di.sclosed for the first tiiic* 
publicly the port which tleriuany had frlayci) 
in fomerrting the tr’ouhle. 'The <*v'i(lcnec 
show<*d that the revolutionary prop'aganda 
ainongst tla* Indians in Armuica had hc<*ii 
stcuidily c‘ngim*»*r‘ed hy Mk* two men liar Dyal 
and v\jit Singh, who had proc(‘edcd to Ihaliii 
as soon as the. war broke *)ut to or-gani/.<* n hcl- 
lioii in Irulia nmici’ the au.>pir*<‘s ol the (lerman 
UortMgn OfTice. Th(*ir programme specifically 
iiuihided, as soon as the* icdx llion startcxl, the 
murder of all civilian Kuropcans, the wreck- 
ing of trains and railway bridges and a snddim 
attack on and the killing of all European 
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troops. That the conspirators would havo 
fully curried out this sanguinary programme ha<l 
they brnm givcri the cIuukm; was aVjundantly 
shown by the cold-blooded brutality they dis- 
played in the perpetration of the crim(*s brf)iight 
honte to them against their evvn innocent fellow- 
countrymen. One of the <;onspirators il(*scribed 
an interview they had ’^vith a (Jerman (.’onsul in 
the Kar l‘!ast who, whilst anxious not to commit 
himself to any definite (‘ngagements, impres.*^i d 
U|)of> them the necessity of hastening on the 
re\<)lution, as India would iKwaa* havii a belter 
opj)ort unity, and h**‘ promised ti) secure them 
fi’om any harm from the tandmi, which was just 
then successfully sinking our m(.‘rchant-shi{>s in 
Indian \rab*rs Anotlua- wit.n(‘ss, who had gone 
across from AmericNX to Kur(»pe at the beginning 
of the war, stilted that he had Ihm'u told by the 
Cicrman ('onsul at (aaieva. to go aiid s(m^ liar 
Dyal in Ihalin. He visiU^d him tluac* with other 
Indians conruMttetl with the (rhalr moxannent, 
and thcsir meetiiigs w(*iii att(‘Md<*d by 0(‘rnian 
oHicials and other (lermans who kmav India, 
auil at some of tliem Heri' von Opp'dilram 
pi’esi(k*d and Har Dyal <leliver(‘(l hcitun's. 
AntlMritish pamphlets were pi*(‘t>ared and 
printed at a ( fovi'rniiKMit press. 

Harely had this revolut ioiiaiy conspiracy becai 
uij)ped in the bud tlaui st*rious disorders, diu', 
howeviM’, mainly to (economic causes, broke out 
in anoth(‘r pait of tliC! 1 ’unjab. 'bhe Maho- 
naslans, who form the bulk of th(5 population in 
the backward Xoit h Western districts around 
Multan, took advantage of the panic causc'd by 
plagui' arid the flight, of many Hindu shop- 
k(M*pers and meneyk'nders in tlu'. villagi*s to 
start a sudd< n % ajupaign of looting and violenec 
against theii- “capitalist’' rivals It spr<‘ad 
like a prairie fire, and tnu>ps as well as [lolici' had 
to be called out, and it to()k t hem a whok- month 
to r<'st<ai' (Uik r. 'riiougli it was in its origin 
littk' more than an umisually severe (“xplosion 
of the bitter hatied “V(‘r latent between Maho- 
nu'dansan 1 Hindu'<, it was e« F iMinly aggrax ated 
by mischiex'ous reports al)out the war ami 
(lei'uian '-uct*essi*s which imluced the !»elief that 
Hritisli power x\as xvaning. \’ery sigrnticant 
xvas tlu‘ t'x idenee given during (In’! trial of the 
I'ingh'adtM’s at Multan that two of the worst 
called theinsidves “ the big (terman and. “ the 
little (terman," and professe<l to ro[)rcsent tla* 
Kai-ner and the Droxvn I’riiice, from xvhom tiny 
had r(‘C(‘ive<l spi*cial authority to loot the 
Hindus ! 

Kresh light was tluoxvn upon Germany’s 


coiiiioxion with the Qhndr movement by 
the trial at Mandalay in 1916 of another 
batch of disaffected Sikhs who htul selected 
Siam and Burma for their o})eration.s. At 
the same time as one body of revolutionists 
xvere making their way direct to India in 
the Komagata Maru another stream turned 
off to Manila and Siam. So long as the 
riiitcM States remained neutral, Manila vxas a 
very convi;nient basti for the conspirators, and 
1ht‘ German Gonsul gave them nhiindant 
encouragement and a.>sislanee. I'hey xv'ereevtMi 
])romisc<l tlK* eoop‘-ration of .301) Germans xvh.o 
xvere to be (*ollieteil tliere “for the Siumeso 
alfair.” A Sikh, ealled .Jadh Singh, who had 
hetai sent oxer to Aiiuaica from Berlin hy 
Har Dyal, xvas the prime mover, and txvo Gi r- 
man agtaits, .laeobsen and Boehm, xvliom he 
m(‘t ill (dueago, had told liim thjit nuMi xven^ 
btdng sent to Siam to fight for Gi^rmany and 
a military cxpc'dition xvas to he directi'(I from 
there against India. Bangkok hc'cajiuGhe hcnid 
ijuarters of tliis branch of the iHutdr moxM*nu‘nt, 
which had alnnidy made a good many n^cruits 
amongst th(' Sikhs who had seltk’d in consider- 
able numbers iu Siam, aud some of the bolder 
spirits cxl(‘tidod their propaganda into Burma, 
both by sea to Uangoon aud hy the loiigca* land 
route up the McMiam \’alk‘y to tlu* Uppia* Bur 
ma frontier. OtluMs trii'd to link up with Ger- 
man agents in Shanghai through tlie C’hinese 
jirovince of Yunnan aud tlu' >'angtse \'alley An 
approxM'r stat('d that In* xvas to hax e met German 
otlieers in ^'iiiinan, and t he (capt ure, on another 
jiart of tin* frontier early in 1917, of important 
G(‘rmaii otlieers xvlio had come across tin* 
Pamirs xvit h large sums of moin*y from Peking, 
shoxved this statement to liaxa^ been hy no 
nn'ans improhahle. After k‘ngthy preparations 
xvhich xv(‘re repeatedly distnrbcMl hy tin* xu'gi- 
laiKM* of tln^ British authorities, the “military 
cxpt‘diti(>ii ” against India res(>lv"(*d itsc'lf 
into txvo small parties, l(>ade<l up witli Broxviiiiig 
jiistols aud ex])losixa‘s aud aii ahiiiidanee of 
(ihadr literature. Some of them xvere promptly 
arrestiMl on reaehing Burma by men of a 
iiatix'e mount aiu battery wliom they tried to 
sodiKM*, aud a fexv es(;aped hatfk to Siam. 
If the (Jermims built more upon “the Siamese 
business ” aud gave it more direet lissistance 
ainl support than to “ tlio Punjaib business,” 
it collapsed even more miserably. But it 
fully justified the judicial pronouncement 
that “ Germany lias consistently eniuniragcd 
the (Jhadr movement, has, in some instances, 
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financed it, has, in part, assumed the direction during liis State entry into Delhi on (he first 

of its activities, and has been jirepared (o anniversary of the Imperial Durbar. 'Fhe 

act in concert with the rov*olutionists and Denares eonspira<*y trial at th(^ end of 1915 

to use them for her own ends in the war, disclosed the (‘xistence of a murder orgaiii/.a- 

and that the revolutionists have eagerly asso- tion, in which the [)rime mover was Kash 

eiated themselves with Connany.” IMore- Hehari Dose, an educated Hindu, at om^ 

over, after the United States joined in the time in (lovernment service, who had figuriMl 

war, judicial investigations were eonduct(‘d ])rominentIy in the Delhi proceedings, hut 

under hedoral authority into (ho Ofiadr eon- successfully ehidt'd arrest . One of the religious 



r Olfii ill f>h ilof>r<if}li 

ON THE WESTERN FRONT; A SIRHIND BRIGADE BACK FROM A SUCCESSFUL 

RAID. 


spiracy whi<di Jiad until then eoiithimsl its riti^s performed by the conspirators, whose 

activities iji (^iliforiiia, and the indictmc'iits favourite »leity was, as ap])arently with all 

ultimately returned iinduded thc^ names of Hindu n^volut ionists, the goddess Kali, eon- 

the former Cerinan Consuls at San Francisco, sisU'<l in cutting up whitf pumpkins which 

Chicago. Honolulu, arnl iManila, as w<dl as of repr(^s(*nted the heads of the Ihiroprar) victims 

otlicials of the German Embassy in Wasli- to bo snerilicrd to lu*r. Hash Ibhari had 

ington. brought rifles, revolvers and ex|)losive sub- 

Dut if the D(‘rliu plotteis pinned tlr*ir faith stances from ( 5dentt a, and he taught his a(l»*pts 

})rincipally upon the U/iadr movement, in which that whatev(T they did was done* by God, ami 

a small section of the Sikhs were their ehi»*f that they shoukl not therefore be held 

dupes, they certainly did not lose sight of the responsibk* for their d(H'ds. Thoir oidyduty 

group of Hindu revolutionists with whom was to be ready to die for their (country, 

liar Dyal alw'ays remaintMl in close toucli, and aiid the hour had comf‘, as risings w(Te 

who had first introduced the bomb as a political imminent all over the Lhiited IVovinces, 

weapon into India. Their most notorious Deiigal, too, was a province to which the 

exploit had been the attempt to kill the Viceroy Germans naturally turned their attention. 
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ON IIIK MHSOPOTAMIAN FRONT: INDIAN OX-CARTS BRINGING UP STORES. 


h’ni* ovor sificc (Ik* I louhlous y(‘jit‘s 1110.’) 1910 
ihi'i'i* IukI lK‘(‘n a i^ood di'al of seditions la\v!i*->s- 
fjess ainotiLjst (Ik* younger general ioa, (•lii(*fly in 
(Ik* sliajK* of |>oliti(*‘d dac^aties, /.r., looting hy 
orpiiii/(*d him Is, who do not e\’eii shrink from 
m'p’drr. ( ioveiiiiiK*ii( ^ot on (Ik* lra<‘k of 
eerlain r«*mit (an«*» s from (h*rinaiiy, and towards 
(Ik* end of Ildd information was rec(*iv(*«l that, 
(h'l'inan au:<*ri(s in Ha(a\ ia \N<‘i‘e eolleetinjj; airms 
and ammunition to he di*i|)a(<‘lK‘<l in a ntuti-al 
\ essel aiul iand(*d in (Ik* Ihiy ()f Hefi^al h*i' 
dist I ihiit ion (on pai’ty o* I5en‘;al«*e eotisj aintors 
who were to rai'^e (Ik* stiindard of r('hellion on 
Clnistmas Day. This plot ended in a complete 
fiasco, for the n(*utr<\l ves-( | was miahk* to run 
(Ik* uaiintlet ol (lie Ihitish navad paitrols, amd 
(he police w»‘re wiutinjj; (or (Ik* ra*\Mliitionis(s 
and n*<*oi\aMl (*(j(c(i\e help fr«nn (Ik- locad 
peasanMy in laiyinu them hy the Ik (‘Is. N<*vt*r- 
(heli'ss tli(“ amti Ih'iii^l) pi’opajtiamd’i amd (Ih- 
constamt dissemitaadion of aul\'(*rs‘ rnmours 
con(*(‘rniaiu: the war k(*pt (Ik* I'luhois of Henj>alet* 
disadlection smouldering. a\nd an incrcasinjr 
niimh(‘i’ of politicad out raiges, which in 19ir> in* 
cludt*d liv(* muiders amd s(*v(*n dactath's ii\ 
(^ilcuttai i(s(*If, iiecessitaited the vigorcms use 
of tin* pn*vc*ntive powers conferriMl upon the 
authoriti(*s hy th(* Ik'feneeof Indiai Act, and 
tiu* iiit(*rnmeiit of siweml hundred suspicious 
characters. 


Whilst in India i(s(*lf the* end(‘avours of 
Indiain s(*dit ioidsts to tampei' with the loyailty 
of (Tk* native* troops rarely ni(‘( with any suo 
c<‘ss, and oidy in the eavse (.>f a veiy few in 
di\ iduals, w hom tlK*ir comrades wi*re gt'nt‘ravlly 
prompt to denoiUKK*, th(*n* is (wdd(*nc(* now 
to show' that they haul a hamd in th(* sei*ious 
Singaipore mutiny which hioke out on Fesh- 
ruary lo, 191.') /.c., admo<t on tla* saiiK* dadc 

on which (Ik* g(*neral rising in Indiai wais to 
hai\<* stairted in the Punjad). 'The Fifth Light 
Infamtry llegimcTd was no the point of 
(‘inbairking for Hong Kong, and laid only 
that moining l)(‘en saitisfactoiily inspect(*d 
hy the geiK‘ral odict*!- commamding, wlK*n 
at .*J p.m. ai shot firt'd tat the K(*gim(*ntajl 
(hiurdroom att tia^ Alexandra Jhirracks 
pr(>\'(^d tlu* signtd for tm outhr(*ak which 
Wits only ipK‘lled after st V(‘ral dtiys’ sharp 
hut intermit terd fighting arid eonsiderahh' 
loss t)f life. d'he Hritish odiet*rs of th»* 
regim(*nt, sexeral of whom wei*e hrutally 
murderi'd hy tlieir uk*?!, w(*n' taken com 

pletely unawtires, and no one in 8ingapor’e, 
w’lK*ie tht large* Chine'se community was cele- 
br*ating the Chinese New ^'ear with the usual 
festivitie's and daylight ('reworks, appears to 
l*ave ardicipatod any trouble, European 
eiviliarrs and ladies who were* taking their 
usual aftt*rnooit tlrives wem^ struck down 



TEE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


139 


without any warning. The only military 
forces at once available were very small, 
and the loyalty of the rnoimtaiu battery of 
the Malay States Giiitles stationed at Alexan- 
dra Barracks was at least open to suspicion. 
But a landing party from H.M.S. Cadmus and 
t!h' Kiiropean Voluute(*r force gallantly held 
up the mutineers and occupifnl the most 
ifiipoitaTit pointo for tlie protect ioi. of the city 
and th(‘ harbour until the arrival of reinfort'c- 
inents from Kreneh, Japanese*, Uussian and 
lurthrr British warships summoned by wirt*- 
|(*ss. Within a week onha* was complt‘tely 
restored, and (ill mutineers had b(a‘n eapttireil 
(U’ surrendered. The c in* urns tarn ‘c.-* whieli 
(U'terniined or precipitat«‘d the outbrt^ak 
remained obscure. But it is known that 
(Uiissaries of the f/Z/udr movement had land«‘d 
at Singa[>ort? on their way from America to 
India, and soiik^ of those* suhs(*({uently con- 
ct‘rned in “ tlu' Sifunesc' busiiu'ss had aetually 
been in Sirigaptuv whcai the mutiny bi-oke out 
M’he mutineers themselves lost no time in 
tiu’owihg o})iM» the gat(.*s of atU'rman ])rison(‘rs- 
<)f-\\ar cam[) iK'ai* (he barracks, and tri<‘d to 
demonstrate th(‘ir friendly inti*ntions by shak- 
ini; liands with t!ie prisoners, but tlu^ latter were* 
at first, it is said, too tei*ri(i(‘(l to respond, ami 


only some hoim^ later d.id a f(*w of them avail 
themselves of the opportunity to (\seape, and 
most of them wen» i*asily n^^aptured. Aecordiiiu 
to the oflieial ri'port, then^ were no signs of any 
organi'/ed plan of action amoi\gst the mutineers, 
or of any n'al leadership. Nor did tho whok* 
regijiieut mutitiy. \ ))ody of SO men came ovv r 
almost at niieo, uiul some o(li(‘r hatelies soon 
gave tlu‘ms(‘!ves up. Tlu' uoi’sl mutimMMs 
setaned to hi* da/.(‘d after their fiisl sst's, 

and, thoogh for ^cme hours Siiigapoi'e was 
almost at their meicy, tl\ey took !m) ailvaut igi* 
of thoii- opporl iitiit y . .\ft<‘r the second day 

tlu'V were mainly on the defensive, and imaa' 
tugiti\t*s t h(‘'«aftei-. l'lios«' who came in ami 
ga\'e themsoK'es up at an eaily stagi* wert* 
afterwards given an op|>(»rl unity of rede»aning 
llH‘ir r<‘putatioM in Africa., and they mad<* 
gtxv! us(‘ of it- 

It was to the Indian Mahomedjms far 
mon* than to the* Hindus that (u'rmany, a.s 
w<^ know, had for some liim* past lookctl to 
overthrow, or at l(*ast to paralys(', British 
])()w<‘r in India., if sh«‘ c<aild only sucecMsI ifi 
dragging 'rurkey afl(‘r iier in a wa.r against 
(treat Britain, and th(‘(Jt‘rman Bn'ss did not 
conceal its (exultation wli(‘u J'urk(\y actiia.lly 
joined th(‘ (N'ntial Bowers on Oeloix'r III, 
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Indian Troops entraininji on the Uganda Railway. 


1914. For tho entry of such a great Maho- 
iiicdan Pow(T into the war in alliance with 
(Jerinany was bound to distress and disturb 
tlu* Mahonu^dans of India, wlio already dis- 
liked tho idea of fighting on the same shlo 
as Hussia. wiiom they regarded as (h<' sworn 
fo»* of Islam. 'rh<^ Viceroy lost no time in 
issuing a full statisucnt of th(^ British case, 
and a suhsequ(‘nt announcement tliat Great 
Britain would not. interh^re with the holy 
places of Arabia or witli the port of .feddah, 
in the F^ed Sea, wliieli servi's Mi'cca, so long 
as the pilgrim tratlic was not molested by the 
'I*urks, went, far to reassure tlie l\ral»oinedan 
community, wliose loyalty f(» tlu^ nfj never 
sc'riously wav(M‘('d, evisi under st) sev'ere a 
strain u[)on tlieir religious all('gia.nce to tlio 
Sultan as Khalif. Only a si'ction of tlio 
“young ’ Mahoniedan politicians who liad 
F)cen in clos(‘ contact with the “young” 
'I'urks showed signs of restiveness, and some 
of the newspa}iers they controlled wi're so little 
able to conceal uiuler a thin veneer of lip 
loyalty their sympathy with the Turks and 
their admiration for Gt'rmany that Govern- 
ment had to siippivss their organs, and two of 
tlu'ir most mischievous leaders, Mahommed 
Ali, the editor of The Comnvie^ and Fiis brother 
Shaukat Ali, wert^ interned F:»y Lord Hardinge 
uud(‘r the provisions of tho Defence of India 
Act Aft(‘r that there was no reason to 
doubt the absolute failure of the hopes enter- 


tained by Germany that the unfurling at her 
holiest of tho Prophet’s flag at (’onstantinoplo 
and the ])roclamation of a Jehad or Holy War 
against the Allies would shako tho staunch 
allegiance of Indian Maliomodans to tht^ 
British (h*own. '^^Fhe revolt of the Sherif of 
Mec‘ca against tho Sultan produced a!i 
unfavourable im]iression on Mahomedan 
opinion, but chiefly in its religious bearings, 
whilst the incn^asingly close co-operation of the 
Moslem ]..ea.gue and tlio advanced Mahomedan 
politicians who control it with tho (kingress 
Extremists continued to lie regarded with 
<listrust by the bulk of the ^rahomedans, an<l 
especially by tho conservative land owning 
classes and by tho religious teachers of the 
community, to wdiom the orthodoxy of the 
“young ” Mahomedan Indians was as suspect 
ivs that of the “young” Turks, who ex- 
ploited J^an -Islam ism for their own political 
purposes. A. few very rare cases of dosortion 
from Mahomedan regiments at tho front, or 
()f attempted mutiny in India itself, cannot 
for a moment weigh in the scale against such 
overwhelming proofs of unalterable loyalty 
as wc^re given by tho Mahomedan soldier.'^ 
who form a large proportion of tho Indian 
Army, in every field and not least against the 
Turks themselves, as well as by tho rulers 
of the great Mahomedan Native States, Hy- 
derabad, Bhopal, and others, and indcf'd 
by the vast majority of the 66 million 
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Mahomedans owning allegiance to the King- 
Krnperor. 

It was on an<l beyond the borders of India 
that the results of Tiukey's entry into the 
war w’ere at times, or threatened to bo, far 
more serious. What German and Turkish 
agents and the roving bands they enrolled and 
the direct pressure of Turkish armies on tho 
wristern frontier of Persia tried to achieve, or 
temporarily achieved, in the Shah’s dominions 
has already been recounted. Ihit these hostile 
activities were not confined to Persia. They 
spread from Persia into Afghanistan and 
directly or indirectly contributed not a little 
to the frequent disorders which wo had 
to repress by force along a great part of the 
north-western frontier <'f India. Since the 
Afghan campaigns of 187S and 1870 our 
relations with Afghanistan had always re- 
mained amicable, though tla^y were at times 
rendered difficult by the traditional Asiatic 
rivalry between Russia and Great llritain. 
Th(i Ameer Abdurrahman, who had ruled for 
20 years with a rod of iron, and transformed 
.Vfglmnistan from a feudal into a despot ically 
(icntralized military State, died in 1001 nnd 
))cquenthed to his eldest son Habiballah, who 
succo(Mled him, not only his unquestioned 
Muthority throughout Afghanistan, but also 
his policy of friendship towards the liritish 
Pmpirc and the Rriti.sh rulers of India whom 
he had learnt to tru.st. Tli(5 innv Ameer re- 
mained faithful to that policy, arul from the 
visit he paid to India in lOOti he brought back 
with him both the recognition of a royal title 
wliich flattered his amour-propr<» .nid a very 
shrewd ai:)preciat ion of British powcu* and of 
Indie's military resources. Moreover*, whilst 
tlui Anglo-Bussian Gonventio?i specifically 
guaranteed the position of Afghanistan and the 
rights of the Ameer, it destroyed tho po.ssi- 
Ihlity, upon which Afghan rulers had always 
ri'ckoiKMl, of b(u‘ng able on occasion to play 
off their twf) formidable neighbours against 
one another. Tho Anujer never eonsented to 
acquiesce, formally in the (Vmvention, though 
Great Jiritain had undertaken to obtain his 
assent, but he knew what it meant and lie 
tacitly ac(iepted the cons(?quences. TJie 
fJovernment of India controlled under treaty 
the foreign relations of Afghanistan, and when 
war broke out in 1914 the Ameer was at once 
advised to maintain complete neutrality anrl 
to exert himself to preserve order on both hia 


Indian and Russian frontiers. To this he 
readily agreed. But when, after Turkey went 
to war, he was urged to take steps to arrest 
any religious effervovscenco amongst his turbu- 
lent tribes, his own position became one of 
considerable difficulty, as fanaticism is strong 
amongst Afghans and tho country was gradually 
overrun with Guniuins and Turks, who made 
their way in through l*ersia and were reinforciMl 
by German o,nd Austrian prisoners of war 
escapcMl from Russian 'rurkostan. The wildest 
rumoui’s wito sjiread abroad that the German 
Bmperor had turncil Mahomedan and that 
large Turco-Gennan annii's were on the march 
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to overthrow (he British anri to restoi’t^ (In’! 
'^iiprema(\y of Islam in Asin,. In (he early 
summer of 1915 a largri ]>arty of Germans and 
'Purks, giving themsrdves out b) be a Sp(*eial 
Embassy from tlie Kaisc'r and (he Sultan, 
ero.s.sed over from Kliorassjin into (lie province 
of Herat and wern; sent on by th(‘ Afghan 
Governor to Kaliul, whe:*e the Ameer kept (hem 
at arm's length. Whilst treating these, un- 
welcome guests with formal courtesy and hos- 
pitality, he reiifiwed to tlicMccroy Iris assurances 
of friendshi]) and his desire to maintain nen- 
ti'ality. That a large proport ion of his .siilqects 
and some of his most influential Sirdars were 
anxious to see Afghanistan espouse*, as they 
called it, the cause of Islam there can be no 
doubt. His next brother, Nasrullah Khan, who 
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had always rallied round him all the elements 
of more or less latent disaffection and especially 
those, of Mahomed an fanaticism, wiis believed 
to bo at the head of the liostilo faction, whilst 
a younj^or ]>roth(^r, ^Mahummed LTrnar Khan, 
who enjoyed over his «‘lders the advantage of 
royal deseent through his mothc^r as well 
as through liis father, sat on the fence 
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waiting for d(‘vi*lo|)mi‘nts, though holding 
ostt'usibly with (he Ameer rath(‘r tliaii with 
Nasrulla h. Tla^ bulk of t he Afghan 2:)eople, who 
t‘ver look <lown with lustful eyes from their 
inhospitable mountains on to the rich and 


fertile plains of Hindustan, thought their 
opportunity had come to harry and plunder 
them again as in the good old days of Indian 
anarchy. The Ainoer’s zeal for his religion 
had been suspect with a good many of his 
people since his journey to Inrlia, where he 
was known to have joined freemasonry at I.ionl 
Kitchener’s instance, and, though there are 
many freemasons amongst Mahoniodans in 
India and in other parts of the East, it still 
savours of intiilelity with the Afghans. The 
Amc*er also commonly wore Eurojiean clothes, 
and he had adopted many European fashions 
and new-hmglcd inventions, such as motor-cars, 
c‘l(*ctric liglit and t‘ven golf, which were not 
wholly atoned for by th(‘ regularity with which 
h(^ jjerformed his daily prayers and attended ( h(' 
mosepu^ on Fri«lays. His manner of handling 
(lisaflccl ion was li‘ss luthlc'ss than was his 
fath<‘r’s, and he h'K, perhaps rightly, that h(‘ 
must rely on (he methods of Oiiciital stat(‘craft. 
i*ather than on (hose of Oriental d<?spotism iij 
ordtM* to hold his own against, the combination 
of ad\'<Tse fore(‘s that confrontj'd him. He, 
allovv<Ml anti-Hritish s(*ntinamt to let off steam 
in tlu* limy artick's of the only newspaptM* 
to|erat(*d iti Kabul, which, strangely enougli 
for an organ of Mahomtshin fanaticism, we.s 
edited by a. Itindu seditionist who had taken 
refuge* in Afghanistan, and to the arguments 
put forward sometinu‘s in his own (^)uncil, 
urging him to throw in his lot witli Turkey and 
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Germany, he seems generally to have returned 
a soft answer, counselling prudence and delay, 
and reminding his hot-headed advisers that, 
unlike them, ho had been in India ami seen 
for himself the might of the Jh-itish raj. At 
(he same time ho knew liow to impress upon 
(lie Government of India the value of }n‘s 
support, and obtained from th(‘m in the autumn 
of 1915 an increase by two lakhs of liis annual 
subsidy. The Russian retreat, and the Rritish 
reverst^s in Mesopotamia, followed by the fall 
of Kut, magnified, of cf)urse, tenfold by tlu^ 
hostile agencies establislied in Afghanistan, 
exposiHi the Ameer to renew('d pressure from 
(lie forwarrl i)arty as well as from the frontier 
tribes on the Indian border, who looked to 
him to lead tliem against the infidel. Rut 
his temporising policy was not to be shaken. 
In due courM^ the Tiireo-Gernian “Embassy” 
received a significant hint that the climate of 
Kabul might prove too trying for them if 
their stay was [wolonged, and th(‘y were j)olitely 
sent about their business, only a certain numlxT 
of Austrian prisoners of w^ar being allowed to 
r(‘rnain in Kabul in a sort of honourable intern- 
ment. TJie resumption of our offensive in 
Mesopotamia and the occupation of Raghdml 
dealt a severe blow to the anti-British party 
(o which it was doubtful wliotbcr the military 
‘•ollapse of Russia after tlu^ R(‘volution woiiM 
afford a sunicient offset. 

Tlie Ameer’s loyalty not only pre.scrved tlu* 
lu’ulrality of Afghanistan, but contributed very 
largely to avert a general conflagration along 
tlie north-western fronlitT, the great moun- 
tainous no-inan’s-land which lies beyond the 
boundary of direct Rritish achninistratioii and 
( qually beyond eftV^ctive reach of the Ameer’s 
authority. The fierce but poverty-stricken 
bibes that inhabit this region ai’i? fanatical 
Mahomedans, but since the creation of a 
'separate North-West Frontier Province liy 
bord Curzon they had been succe.ssfully bound 
over to keep the peace, tliougli with occasional 
la[)ses, by a judicious admixture of force and 
p(a*suasion in the shape of allowanct's detiendent 
upon good behaviour. At first the war aroused 
very little excitement amongst the more lawless 
frilies^ whilst a fine example of loyalty was set 
by the more remote but important chieftains 
'>f Khelat and Chitral and Hunza and N.agar, as 
^vell as by tlie great tribe.s of the Khyber and 
''^wat and Tochi. Even at the beginning of 
^915 the Waziris assured the Government of 
bidia that they could safely withdraw all their 


troops, as the tribesmen tliemselve.s would 
guarantee the rnainhaianco of peace and order. 
But when the news of d’urkey’s entry into the 
war slowly filtered into thest' distant ivgions 
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some of the most fanatical Mullahs, wiiosn 
influence is always formida}»le in times of crisis, 
began to pn'acli the Holy W ar. As far back as 
1S98 it. was the echo of tli<‘ Turkish victories 
ovc'r the Gnu'ks in tiu' ])rcc(Mling y(*ar that 
resoiindc'd in the general front i(M* rising which 
brought about tho Tirah caiupaign. d’lu' out- 
break of liostilities betwcis) the Rritish and the 
'Purks in alliancf^ with a great Kuropcan nation 
whoso War bord was alk'gcd to have cmbractfd 
Islam was a still more potent stimulus to tljcir 
ignorant fanaticism. Tlie Mohmands lagan 
to raid into th»' Peshawau* district, first, in 
Xovemher 1914, and then in January 1915, 
and in April, cncouragtal by letters falsely ])ro- 
fessiug to proc(‘(‘d from f fu' Ameer and pro- 
<*laiming a .J(Jiad, a lashkdr about. strong, 

consisting partly of Afgluins, entered British 
territory and bad to b«i dispea'sed at Sliabkadr 
by a strong force, which lo.st three Ihilisli 
oflicers kilk;d and oiu? woimdcfl b(‘sid(‘H some 
fiO other casualtie.s. In January 1915, and 
again two months later, the Khostwalis tried to 
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raifi in force into Toci)i and were only dispersed 
aft^r heavy fighting by the Banu movable 
cohiirm and part of the North Waziristan 
Militia. In August the Swat Is attacked a 
British camp at (’hakdara and the Bunerwalis, 
joined by some of the Hindustani fanatics, 
whoso sti’onghold in Biiner ha«l become a 
regular Alsatia for Hindu seditionists from all 
parts of India as well as for disaffected Ma- 
hoinedans, made refx'at.ed att(^inpts to invade 
British territory by the Ambela Pass. The 
Mohrnands too, in spite of the Ameer’s warnings. 
roHunuHl hostiliti('.s at the b(\ginning of vSop- 
teinber at the instigation of the notorious 
Baba Mullali, who r,oll(u;ted 10,000 followers, 
reeruitod from diffenuit clans. They were 
beaten back near Hafiz Khor on S(iptember 5, 
but they received considerable reinforcements 
from Afghan territory, and a succession of raids 
into the Pt^shaw'ar district (julminated in an 
attack in DiMM'inber on (diarsada, where 
nearly the wliole bazaar was Imrnt <lown. 
During tlie cold WM'athcr, liow('ver, the economic 
blockade of tlu' Mohmand, Bunerwali and 
llpp('r Sw’at valleys and n^taliatory measures 
taken against the tribcvsiium within British 
teri'itoru^s w'ho w'(‘re sus[)eetcd of aiding and 
abetting tlu^ raiders, proved sutliciently effective 
to indui'C the refractory trib<'s to ask for tia*ms 
and pay a heavy fine befon? the return of the 
hot weather in Ajiril lOK). Neverthole.ss, the 
turbulent spirit of the Mohmands had not yet 
b(M*n (juclled, and by the autumn they had again 
collected a Ia.shkar <),0t)() strong, which was 
finally broken up on November 14, when 
aeroplanes were for the first time used by us in 
frontier warfare, to the terrified amazement of 
the tribestnen. Tlio blockade continued to 
exhaust their powers of rosistance, and they 


finally made their submission in August 1917 
Meanwhile a still more serious outbreak had 
taken place in the Mahsud country, and ii, 
March, April and May large bands attacked 
British detachments with no small measure ol 
success, and on one occasion surf)ri3ed and 
overwhelmed a British convoy with very slight 
losses to themselves. Tn June operations on a 
large scale were undertaken with several 
brigades advancing from Tank, in which aero 
planes again played a conspicuous part. The 
Malisuds hastily retired, and when pursued into 
their own country they sued for an annistice 
and finally took the oath of submission on 
August 10, 1917. Peace w-^asat length restored all 
along tho frontier, but the wluJe of those two 
and a half years were a period of great anxiet y 
for the Uovornment of India, whose military 
resources had been drained to dispatch and 
maintain the largo Indian forceps sent to France 
and Mesopotamia and other theatres of war. 
Fortunately tho outbreaks, which could in 
every case be traced to the fanatical preachings 
of individual Mullahs of great local influence 
and reputed .sanctity, had reumitjod more or 
lo.ss isolateii movements, and th() powoifuj 
Afridi tribe around the Khyber, w'ithoul 
whoso coot)eration no frontier rising can 
acquire homogen(‘ily, had never wavered 
in their loyalty. This result was largi'Iy 
due to tho extraordinary personal influeiKiu 
with tho Afridis of that distinguished 
I’athan, tho Nawab Sir Abdul Qayyum, 
Indian Political Assistant to tho Com 
missioner of the North-West Frontier Provinct*, 
and to the si^aeity and experience of Sir 
Ceorge Hoos Keppel himself, who had long 
been successful Warden of the Marches from 
Peshawar. 
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G eneral ali.enby opened the 

campaign wliich, in seven weeks, 
ri^siilted in tlie surrender of Jeru- 
salem by an attack on Bi'ersheha on 
Oetolx^r 31, 1917. Since tlie failure of the 
Fgyptian Exiicd it ionary Force t o capt ure Gaza 
in the spring of 1917 there had been little fight- 
ing on the Palestine border, Init on both sides 
great prejiarations had been madi' for th«? 
coining contest. 

The military situation in tlie autimiu of 1917 
in the out lying provinces of the Turkisii Empire 
was not favourable to the Ottomans. They tiad 
last Baghdad in March, 1917, and had since 
suffered serious reverses both on the Tigris and 
Lluphrates ; the Russian Anny of tlie (vaucasus. 
tliough inactive, still held Armenia, while the 
forces of the Grand Sheri f of M(‘eea, who had 
proclaimed his independence in the summer of 
1916, hod advanced to the south-eastern borders 
uf Syria. In these circumstances the Turks 
were compelled to defend Palestine to the 
utmost of their ability, and in the six months 
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between the Hecon<l battle ef ( Jaza and t lu^ (>p(>n- 
ing of General Allenby’s offensive th(\y luul 
<’Oiistrucl<*d most fonnidable defences on the 
( Jaza-Boersheba front. Strategic railways were 
built, th(’ garrison of SouHieru l^ilestino was 
largely rtunforced and provided with fiowi'rfnl 
artillery ; the air service was enlarged and 
rendered very cilieiont. In all th(’ls^^ measures 
the Turks had the active helj) of the Germans, 
wJio wen^ eoricerned for tlie preservation of 
their own interi'sts in tlie Near blast. (Jeneral 
von Falkenhayii ha I lieiui s(‘ti( to Syria as 
military ailviser of the Turks and from his 
headquarters lu* watched (U'vHojiments hotli 
on tlie Mesopotamia and Palestiiu! fronts. 
If tlM‘ 'Lurks succeeded in iiolding the. British 
at Gaza and Beerslu'ha, von Falke/diayn was 
credited with the intention of endeavouring to 
recajituro Baghdal. 'Fhe Turks, however, 
faiknl to liold their lines in Palestine. 

Beersheha was captunsl the same day it was 
attacked, and during tlie next few days the 
enemy line was crumpled up and the Turks 
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<Iriveii from thoir positions between Beersheba 
and the Meditorran<?an, (daza itself being taken 
on November 7. The swiftness with whieh 
Ceiieial Allenby followed up tiiese first successes 
eompl(;tely disorganized, for a time, the Turkish 
Army. The liritish made rapid progre.ss tu*ross 
the Plain of Pliilistia, seized the junction 
of th(^ Jerusalem- Jhwnascus railways, cut the 
enemy forces in two, and on Nov’ember 17 
occupi(*fl Jaffa (Joppa). The disorder into 
wiiieh the Turks had been thrown enabled 
(General Allenby’s troops to penetrate the gorges 
of the .fudean Hills from the west with eom- 


The Turkish Army, which hod now recovt red 
its moral f took up very strong positions a few 
miles north and east of Jerusalem. The loss of 
Jerusalem, next to Mecca and Medina the most 
saerefl <>f cities to Moslems, was a severe blow 
to Ottoman prestige, and a serious effort was 
made to re(;apture it. Por this attempt the 
Turks were reinforced by a considerable part 
of two (JiTinan divisions. A determined 
attack was made on the British lines on 
I^cicember 27. It failed, and tlu' British 
in a count er-attaek captured positions whicli 
rerulcred JiTusalem s(‘curo against any 
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j)arative ease, and on November 21 the Nebi 
8amwil ridg(% live miles north-vest of Jerusalem, 
was seized. On Decembi’r 4 an advance wivs 
made* from the south through the hill country, 
and Hebron was occu])ied on the tith. There 
had meantime beim sivere lighting in the N(*bi 
Samwil district, but as the forci^ from the south 
got nearer JiTusakin the troops at Nebi 
Samwil advanced (Di'cember 8). Tlu* next 
morning thi' troops from the west gained 
positions astride the road running north to 
Shechem, and those from the south reiwhed 
on the east the road to Jericho. The Turks 
had already fled, and Jerusalem, thus isolated, 
was siirrendered (Di'cember 9) by its mayor. 
Two days later Uencral Allenby, on foot, 
made his formal entry into the city. 


surprise attack. ^Teantimo the forces of tin* 
King of the Hedjaz (the Shorif of Mecca) hji.d 
become increasingly active on the loft flank ot 
the Turks and by the beginning of February 1 9 1 S 
had established themselves in the neighbourhoiKl 
of the Dead Sea. The cajit ure of Jericho In 
(huieral Allenby on Ft'bruary 21 practicallv 
I’ompleted the conquest of Southern Pale.stine. 

Ueneral Allenby, vv’hen he took over the 
command of the Egyptian Exjx^ditionary Korci 
from Sir Archibald Murray (June 28, 1917), had 
instnictions to report upon the conditions in 
which offensive operations might be undertaken 
in the autumn or winter. After visiting the 
front and consulting Sir Philip Chotwode, the 
conunander of the Eastern Force, ho submits d 
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|/^ W'fUrr ll'ir Ill'll, (>liuli i>riit'h. 

GENHRAL SIR HDMUNl) ALLKNBY, (i.C.M.d., K.C.K., 
Commander-In-Chief Egyptian Expeditionary Force operating in Falestine. 


proposals in tho second week of July. Tli<*y situafiou and <m llie scIicmk' wliieh lie put 

roeeivocl tho approval of the We^r Cabinet. His forwanl to ne* on niy arrival in l‘'uy|)(.” Ami 

plan was to strike the main blow at tho eastern to (Jeneral Chidwodi^s “stratemeol Iciresi^dit and 
.ond of the Turkish lino and thus obtain an open taetiejd skill,” added flu* Coimuander-in-Cliiof, 

Itink a^^ainst which to operate. CemTal “ tin? sueecKs of (h<‘ eainpiu;.(n was largely duo.” 

Allenby put on record that this plan wa .-5 bascsl Much Iiad to be done before tho plan was 
^♦71 General Chotwode’s “appreciation of tho ready to be executed ; fortunately tho pi'riod 

187—2 
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of propamtion included the summer months, 
wh(‘n the heat is so great in the Sinai -Palestine 
borderlands that campaigning is usually avoided 
— Ihotigh the Turks in IDlb had invmled Sinai 
in August, the very liottcst si'ason. For the 
luirposes of the olkwisiv'o two striking forces 
were formed out of tlu^ troops of the Eastern 
Force ; on<', which (general Chetwodo personally 
directed, w.is to operate .it the eastern or 
lk‘erHlud)a end of tim front. The other, with 
Major-dcncral E. S. Hulfin, (J.B., in locol 
command, w:is on tlie w(‘stf‘rn or Caza si<le. 
Major-(h*n(‘ral Sir H. (diauv'id commanded the 
irKumted troops, composed of Yeomanry, 
Australian Liglit Hors(‘, New Z(*aland Mount<'d 
Kifles, and Indian <*avalry. Th(i infantry 
divisions e)ii(‘iiy <‘mploytMl were tlie 5IU‘d 
(Welsh), whieli was with (’hf‘twod<‘, and tlu‘. 
54th (Lowland), w'ith Hiillin. Tlie Imperial 
(Jam(‘l Corps was with the lteershel)a foree. 
Major- ( ileneral L. .1. Hols, (ML. D.S.O., was 
Chi<4‘ of Ste.f'f to ( Jeneral Alleuh\' and jx'rformed 
“ hrilliji.nl w ork.” * 

*()lh<'r w'tioiu (leiioiul Allenhy .'jx'ciully 

inoiit inin'il wrro .M.ij<)r-( Jniorul J. A(l\o, Dopuly Adjutaiil 
(i(MM>nil, .'Ntiijor-C JtMHM'ul Sir W'jvller ( 'itmphell, J)opu(y 
Qujirti’rimi-'ler-Goneriil, jiml tiii'iit .•( ’dlnnol (». I\ 

I )jivvii<i\-, Jetinul. ( i<*iicriil ( 'Imt vcodi*. Hulliii 

ikiid ( 'liiinx (•! all I lin UMiiporary ni'ik et Lieut .-( kMieral. 


The docieion not to make the main attack 
at tha Gaza end of the line was fully justified 
by the character of the Turkish defences. 
Gaza had been made into “ a strong modern 
fortress, hetivily entrenched and wired, offering 
every facility for protracted defence.” Beyond 
th(j immediate environs of Gaza, following 
rouglily the road to Bcorslicba, the Turks 
liad constructed a series of w^orks known as the 
Sihan groii}), the Atawina Hidgo works, th(^ 
Balia group, and the TIareira-Sheria group. 
By the end of October those works liad been 
joined up, and formed a practically continuous 
lino from the Atediterranean to a jioint sout h 
of Sh<‘ria. Tlien, after a gap of some miles, 
wer(^ t he defenc<^‘S covori \ 4 ^ Beerslieba. Jkiyotn I 
B(‘ersh(d)a w'as a considin’jible desert area wdien^ 
the Turks liad no troops. The forces t hi'y 
lia<l still fart iuu- west, to the south of the Iknid 
Seji jiml jilong the lino of the lledjciz r.ailw.iy, 
took no |)Jirt hi the canijiaign ; tlu'y liad ('noiigh 
to do to meet the attjicks of the Ifedjjiz Anths. 

Jnchiding th<‘ g i.p bet ween vSheria and Beer- 
sheb/i th(^ Turkish front wjis jdiout- 30 miles 
long. Tlu^ ('lUMuy's couuuunicjit ioiis were good 
juid iiiiy threjiteuod ])oiut of his line couhl b(' 
ojisily roiaforc('d. Beerslu^bji w'jis coniioctcd 
by mil way with Sh(*ria and tlu^ north, Jiiid 
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CAMEL AND CATEKIMLLAR IN llIK DKSKKT. 


aiiotluT niihvay crossiiiiS (Ik* of Pliilistia 

ciiiiin to Beit J-lauuii, only tiv'o miles north of 
(la/.ii. A short bi'aiich line' s(*rv(‘(l Kuj, a 
place mill's north-west of Sheria and 

miles north-i^iust of (Jaza, when^ th(^ "Porks 
had a hu^e depot. Roads titled for motor 
trjdlic connected sov'eral of the* d<*fene<? systt>ms. 
'Pile "Porks, too, had the gri'at advantap* of 
ocinipyin^ fertile, well-walere<l land. Whth 
the British it was otherwisi’. The Egyptian 
Ivxpeditioiiary Forci^ was in the desert, or 
at bc'st, near tlie (laza laid, “in ttie strip with 
xas’ilure strown, which jost. divi<les t.lie l)es«‘rt 
trom the Sown.” Its front extended for 
*22 miles, from tlie sea south of (taza> iiu>re or 
less along tlie line of tlie Wadi (thuzzix to 
thin^li, sonxe 15 miles wi'st of BtH'rsheba, and 
Jo miles from the ju^arest point of thi' 'Purkisli 
<lefei\ces. Except- in the small si*c*tor near 
Eaza, where only a mile or so si^parated the 
Turkisli and Britisli trendies, (Jeneral Allenby 
was not able to g/‘t within (‘Pfeetive striking 
<listani.(* of the enemy until his very elaborate 
I)re])arations were complete. Tliese included 
a supply of water sufheient for a week or more 
to tlie troops which were to operate in the 
desert.* 

* I’lio first attack oii Gaza, whtjii success xvas in sight, 
ha l to bo^abandottod through lack of water. 


The ilillicult ies to ])i‘ o\t‘rcomo to maintain 
the Expivlif ioiuny Eons* in tlie desi'rt- were 
(h'altxvith in the ehn-pter on tJu^ first balth'sof 
(Jaza (Vol. XI\P, Chap. (JCXX’L). TJiesi^ 
dilliciiltics ilid not Ix'como less es time passinl : 

Pnv-tically l-lio whole ot tlio transport available in 
the Force* (wn>te General Allenby), including 
pack canieG, bad to be allotted to one ])ortion of I be 
l']}fcd«>rn Force to enable it ti» l)i> k('pt. sn[>plicd with 
water, foo<l, ibiid aininniiit ion at a dLstance of 15 to 
miles in advance of railhead. 

In conseijuence of tlu^ dei^p sjind, and t-hc' 
st»*ep banks of th(' wadis which scoumI (ho 
ground btdiiixd the l>rit.ish frojit, little ust^ 
eouhl bt* inad(‘ of motor transport — there 
was not- a good road in tdl tb(x lines of eommu- 
nieation. What- eould bix doin' by <‘x( ending 
(he railways w^as done. Krom Jvhan Viirins a 
braiidi line had Ijecm built to Sbellal. It was 
now earried on, tis rapidly tis mat<‘rijvl eould bo 
l)rought by tlu' ov(‘rbiird(*n<*d main lin<» from 
Egypt-, towards Karm a place midway 
Ix'tween Sludlal and B orshelia. Another lin<' 
was })(‘giin from (Jamli to El Bugger, a spot 
somewhat nearer Beershoba than Karm, 

Wliile preparing for the offensive a number 
of minor opi rations were carrieil out. 

On tho night of July 20 21 ft mid wfts made on tlie 
trenches smitb-west of fbv/.ft. the 'I’lirks losing 102 in 

♦ Tbftt is, the whole ftriny in Fgypt. 
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BFRRSHHBA. 


killed uti<l 17 ill prisoners, u maicliiiie-nun uiid 

trench inortiir. In unotJier ni^ht ndd hi<cr in .Inly 20 
'I’lirks were killed, Aj^adn, c»ii (ho ni/j-ht of Au;iiist, 8-0, 
Brit i."!! patrols had a lively hayonct lij^hl witli Iho 
enemy, who^e Iosm«s were Imtween H(t and 40, (ho British 
ca-.nalties hion^ 22. 'J'hen, ivfter hovend more ra’ds, 
on An^Mist .'{0, (he British lino sonth-west of Oa/a wai’i 
advjinccd. with very slight loss, on a front of 800 yards, 
despito heavy artilk'ry and machino-j'nn fire. And 
( hroii_rh(>nt, (his period of prejiarat ion tho Turkish 
positions at. (Ja/.a were kept, nndoi (ire ; many direct- 
liits on i^ims and emplacements hein^ ohtaiinul. 

On tln‘ir purl- fin* 'Piirks koj»t olxsi^rvivlioa on 
lh(* Uritisli linos mainly by Oi*ro[)l{ino, but 
iX'casionally mnnnt(*il jiat fol}^, rliiidly from tbo 
Bocrslioba ond of tbo front , wore sont cnit, tiudr 
objoct b(*in ,'4 to intt'idVio ^vith railway con- 
8tru(*lion. On Jiily 19 two rogdiionts of 
cjivalry adviinocnl to K1 Jbiggar bnt worn driven 
ba<‘k to Ik'cr.slii'ba ; in Sopfember other 
(cavalry raids wen' iiumIo by tho Turks. 

Towards the end of Oetobt'r fvrrangementa 
for tiu* olTeiisiv'o weie eonij)leted. Every endea- 
vour wi’-s made to imluee tho enemy to oxijoet 
(lu^ ehief atlaek at tho western end of his line, 
and with this object a violent bombardment 
cf the (la/.a di'fenees was begun on Oetob- r 27 
by tlio land btvtt cries -in the matter of artillery 
(ho British wen> at h'ligth ahead of tlie Turks. 
On October 20 the FrencJi warsliip Rt'quin and 
monitors and other sliipsof th(' British squadron 
uiuk'r Bear- Admiral T. Jackson joined in the 
bombardni(‘i\t. 

OeiK'ral Ohetwode’.s force luvl meantimo 
b(‘gun to make for its objective's. Its blow wjus 
to bo struck against tho k'ft flank cf tho main 
9'urk'.sh position — that of Shcria-Hareira. But 


before tliat position could bo attacked in 
flank “the capture of Beershoba was a ne(*es 
stuy pndiminary, to .secure tho water supplies 
at that placi' and to give room for tho dej)loy 
meiit of tlio attacking force o?x tho li’gh ground 
nortJi tvnd north-wt'st of Beerslicba ” (CloiK'ral 
Allenlxy). As in the days of Abraham and 
Isaac, Bt'i rslu’biv still had wells and watt'r, but 
it was an outpost on tho desert’s verge, ami 
beyond it, on the British side, was a parclied 
and thirsty laud. 

Bet'i'shc'ba is built- in o. hollow in tlio hills, 11 1 < 
Wadi es Saba, a tributary of the AVadi Cliuz/.e. 
running by its southern side, and it was pro- 
tected on the wt^st aiul soutJi by works thrc'5 
to five mill's distant. Tbi'se works were in I)illy 
country, were well made*, heavily wired, jxd< - 
quat-ely maniuHl and providt'd witli many fh id 
and machine guns. There were other defence^ 
immediatoly (nist of Beersheba, but on tli' 
south-eivst the Turks trusted to tho desert foi 
protection. They W(*re prcjxared for a frontal 
assault, but they hail not calculated upon what 
happened. General Chetwodo attacked Beer- 
sheba not only from south and south-west, but 
liis mounted troops made a wide flanking move- 
ment and attacked the jxlaco from tho east. 
This flanking operation decided tho fate or 
Beersheba. 

The Btwarian officer, Kress von Kresseti- 
sU^in, who still commanded tlio Turkish Army 
in Southern Palestine — Djemal Pasha, th< 
Command(^r-in-Cliief in Syria, wivs then at 
Damascus — had not guessed General Allenby’- 
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))hms, but ho was appreliousivo tho oxtori- 

sion of tho Britisli milway towarjs Siberia aud 
j M'('nsh(‘ba, atid in tho lattor ])art of Octohor tho 
.•uomyoavalry wore ropoatedly scuit out to n^cou- 
ru>itro. Tho Turkish oavalryiuau was no inoa?! 
U}(\ “ A fino horseman, a liu<‘ shot , (‘spiciall v at 
long ranges, liis drill aiid <liseipIino are perfeet, 
,uid you have to get up very early in tlio morning 
to catch Jiim out ” (Captai/i Lord Apsley, M.C.). 
These cavalrymen now j)usJied J'ccouna ssauccs 
12 and 15 miles into the desert. Tims on 
October 23 a squadron of (doucc^ster Yeomanrv, 
taking up an outpost line south-east of El 
Shc’uth just beforo dawui, encountered a 
strong enemy patrol e,ud Jmd a sliarp skirmish. 
On another occrasion a regimt^nt of Turkish 
rivalry was pushed out to enable certain slatT 
oflii'crs, who followed in motor cars, to 
rv(‘onnoitre from a Iw'gh hill. As it luip- 
jxued. Yeomanry liad Ixmui sent to seizin 
llu‘ same liill. Tlnre was a livs'lv little 
light, tJie Turks being driven from th <5 lull 
“])(‘fore tlie generals at th'j top had more 
Ilian five luinul(^s to lo(»k uround.” Apart 
Ireni div^'rsions such as th(‘se th<> 'Turks, just 
I" forv tlie British (>hensiv<*. op.uK'd, made one 


reconna'ssauco in f()re.^ thus described by 
(General AIKuiby : 

On tho Fn .rriin- of Orfohor 27 flio 'I’nrk. ,„;Uo a 
stroMMT ro'•olmll^s^•H•l(•o t .vr.w.ls Kan.i from tho chrootic-ii 
of Kjciwukuh [Shoriu MM‘l(»rl. two ro;;imo„t.s of 
iiul two or throo tlio\oin«l infintrv. with (I**) poms 
Ihm,^ mnployo 1. Thoy .Vta ko.l a lino of oui,hks,,s ,.oar 
(.irho.r, hol.l hy so,„o [ h onion ] Voonm n-y. oovonn.^ 
r.vhvMy o<M,>tnn-tion. Ono Mon'I post wa . ru.l.oU aM<l 
«-Ul. up, hut. not hoh.ro iiifliol iuj; ho.ivy loss on I lio onomy ; 
leioUior pwt. thon ^h .snironiHlo.l. Ju'M out. u'l ,hiy. n'ni 
ojci .d tlio o ioiny honx y loss. Tho U.' nds- 

ta ICO inn lo hy (ho V.Dtjmny onnhlod tho Ti.’lnl (WoMi) 
l>.vi.s,o,i t.o o .mo up HI (imo. ,yul on (hoir a Ivn loo tho 
l.iHv-s with.lrow. fl'ho Ih-.t.sh oan.a'tios woro mnlor 

'These eiuMuy activities did not. disarrange 
(omeral Clw'two le’s movtuiuMits. 13 i(‘ atlaek 
on Beersl]e))a had Ixvii fixed fer Ootolx-r 31 . 

and hy the previeus exvuin- his troops u,n-e 
coneeiitrah'd in positions of rcjidiu(\ss. 'They 
were t) mak(‘ a night inaivh, d-ph.y aiid attack 
at- <hiwn. 'There w«‘ro two Jiievcmcnfs, that of 
tin troops wiiich wnv to moke (he fronto-l 
asso-iilt, tind th.af of the iiioiinfisl num who wcrt» 
to make th(^ fhmking me\cm(>nl. 'Fin* tirst 
l)oJy cousistml of two ih visions, info,jilry aud 
dismou?it(‘d ^^simanry, with tln) Imptu'ial 
(‘timel (N)rps jind a cavttiry ngiment to giio-nl 









DJEMAL PASHA AT HIS HEADQUARTERS IN PALESTINE, 
With German officers in attendance. 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


lr>2 

Iho flaiikn. This force* moved in an inner 
cirede, and was transport (*d by rail as far as pos- 
sible. The mounted troo])s, Australian Light 
Horso, New Zealand Mounted Kifle^s and 
Yeomanry, start eel on the night of October 27 
from tlieir ba^es at Slia’ulli and Shellal aiul 
rode sout h and (^ast to Khalasa and Asluj, oases 
where the water supplies had b<M‘n developed. 
Ib're they had a bri(‘f pause btdore the last stagt^ 
of the d<*s<“rl ri(b^. 

Th(5 infantry mareh<sl diu'ing the night in 
aeeordaneo with the arranged programme, 


guns themselves cleverly concealed. But tht‘ 
troops advumced with great spirit. Bomber 
sprang into the trenches througli gaps in tie 
wir(*, and where the wire hafl not been brole t 
the men ton^ it dovni with their hands. Wit hiu 
an hour the fight was over and all the eni:^ui\ 
positions south of the Wadi es Saba captunsl. 
Later in the day (7.30 p.m.) the enemy woi*l< 
north of the wadi were also seized. DuriuL' 
this hitst stage a J^ewis gim detachment ch.argcd 
and ca])turcd a Turkish field battery. 

Meanwhile the mounted tn)ops had play* I 



i:ngineers boring fur water. 


every unit, reaching its apj)ointed jdace by 
th(’ assigned hour. Tiie action began at 
daybreak, am I aft(*r a bric'f bombardment 
London Ttu*rit(.>rials st^M’iiied Hill 1070, on 
which wt‘rc tiu’ <'n<'my’.s ad\'anced works. 
Among tlu' Ot) ])risou<‘rs laki'n was a German 
machine-gun crow. Field guns then methoili 
cally bombarded the eiicmy’s main works, 
partially ih'stroying tln^ wire entanglements. 
Glouds of <lust rais('d by the Khamseen (the 
wind from the (k*s('rt) from tiuKJ to time com- 
pelled the British gunners to pause, and to 
this cause may bo attributed the survival 
«»f part of the eiu'iuy’s win*. At 12.15 p.m. 
tlu* assault was orderc'd. In moving to their 
positions the troops, Loiulon Territorials and 
dismounted Yeomanry, suffered a good deal 
from the hostile artillery, the firing of the 
Turkish guns being very accurate and tho 


their part. Tlu'y left Khalasa and Ashii 
in the e\(*ning of October 30 on their grcai 
ride, au<l by 5 a.m. on tlu* 31st had n'ached then 
[xisifions east, of B('ersheba, some high hill' 
iminediat(‘Iy east of t he AV'adi Khasim Zaim > 
'Fho troops from Khalasa had covered 25 an ‘ 
those from Asluj 35 miles. “The column, 
said an olh(*er with the Khalasa force, “ w;' 
15 ]niles long. Our wall(*ts were full of coi > 
for tho lioi'ses. \Ve rode through eialle- 
dust — a full moon, but the <lust so thi* ' 
you could not see five yards.” No enemy w.i 
encountered, the wide sweep into the vo 
s(‘rvod its purpose, and when the horsiara 
appeared on tho liills overlooking Beerslu*! 
th(* surprise of the Turks was complete. 31' 
Yeomanry took positions around Khasn 
Zaiina, acting as the reserve force, wliilo tl* 
Australians and New Zealanders went int 
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iu-tion. Between Khasiin Zainni and l?eer- 
slieba wius an almost flat plain eommaude<l 
by rising ground to tlio norf li and flanked by 
'|\‘l es Saba, a hill some 1,()00 feet liigli, b(‘neath 
wliieh lay a viilM.g<‘ of the same n«.nu\ Saba 
liill and village, and the hills to tlio norfh, 
tlirongh wliieh runs the road to H<‘bron, \v<*re 
garrisoned by the eiKMny, wlio also had (miela‘s 
immediately east of Beersheha. (general Chay- 
tor, in command of tlie An/ar Division, sent a 
forct^ of Australian J^igbt' Hoi'se north to 
secure positions on the Hebron road. 'Diis 
forces was engagtsl by Turkish cavalry through- 
out th(^ day, but achieved its obj<'ct and k<*p( 
tlie enemy W('ll in clieck. Anotlier for<‘e, of 
Australians and X(iw Zealanders, attacki'd, 
dismounttHl, Tel es Saba. 'The liill liad be(‘n 
strongly fortified, and was h(‘ld in consi(h*rable 
stn'iigth; moreover, itcoiild only ))ea|)proac}ied 
from the south by cros'^ing the st(‘(‘p banks of 
I h(* W^idi es Sa))a. Her4> there was stiff fight ing 
for s4‘\eral hours, l)ut late in the afternoon tli(‘ 
liill was capturi'd. 

N’arious att(Mu[>t.s liad Ix'cn made by small 
jiarties of Australians and New Zealand<‘rs to 
cross th<^ open [ilain and reac'li lh‘ersh(‘bn.. 
Hitiu'rto th(‘y had not siiccei'ded, but in a 
dism4>iinted attack tlie villagi* of 8a)>a was 
taken, soon aftm’ the fall of the l•(‘doubt on the 
hill. Kv'ening had falk'ii, the moon was again 
lip and Bei^rsheba was not yet taken. Sonu‘ 


aiixiety began to b** felt, and at 7. .‘10 p.ui. the 
\eomanry in resiTv^e at Khasim Zaima receiwd 
ord<*rs to attack the' place. They moved out, 
but the work assigix''d thi'iu was aln-ady done. 
Half an hour earlier the It h Australian flight 
Horse had settled th(' matt it. They had 
el<'are<l some houses iield by the I'ln'iny. 'I’hen 
mounting their horses they chargi'd straight 
tor the t o\\ n. Thc'v galloped ovi’r two tri'iiches, 

• •ach S f<M‘t di*(’p and I h'et wide, using (heir 
lixed hayoni'ts :i.s lanei's against, t lii' 'Turks wlio 
tilh'il them, and rode, ehei'iing, into Be('rsii(‘ha, 
where the iMiemy' soldiers still in the plae<‘ 
promptly snri’eudt'ri'd. A v<*rv strong ])osition 
was thus taloMi with slight loss, and tlie 'Tiirkisli 
detachment at B<‘(‘rsln*l)a ji.!mosl eomj)letelv 
put out 4>f iU tion, Some oOt) dead Turks w<'r<4 
found on the batlle(i»‘ld ami ahoiit r2, ()()() — 
among them some (lermans w<‘re tak<‘n 
prisoners. 'The total British casiialtii's wi'n^ 
h‘w<‘r than tlm nuiiilM-r of prisom*rs. 'The 
'Turks had, at thi' last- moment, emN'avoiired 
to destroy their militaiy stores, hut. tliiw 
had not. tiim* to eompNhe their task. 'Tlie 
British captured i:> guns and a large ((iiaii- 
lily of corn, elolJiing, and e(pii[)menl- of 
all kinds. A diri'ct hit from a lu'axy gnu 
on th«* railway bridg<‘ ovt'v tlu^ wadi Jiad p/*e 
\4‘u(ed tlie nanov al ol t lie rolling st o(*k ; atrji.in 
was f4umd standing in I he st at ion leadi'd wit h 
goods. 
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Bcorshoba ww moro famous than boantiful,* 
liaii 11X01*0 mud huts than substantial buildin.3s, 
but it w.vs in P.\lestino. British troops for 

uino months hai boon gv-iin." at tho Pronxisod 
Laud; riovv thoy ha I sot foot in it. Bub if 
Boorslxoba w.is in gMiciral a [loor pla?o there 
Wins plenty of ovi<lonoo that tiij troops liad 
b(»on vvi‘11 cared for ; tho (jlorinans had soon to 
that. Then) wore oxc(ill(int du^-ont cpiarbors 
for man aixd Iv'ast, shell-proof except from 
direct ovorhea 1 bfimbiiij'. d’hou.^h thv^ Turks 
loft in a hurry they found titno to set many 
booby-traps— <ing’nes and trucks mined so 
that they blow up wdiinx moved, bridK\s hung 
on tho walls xxtt ached to bombs, and so on. 
Tho fiwnous w(;lls “ which our father Abraham 
digged ” wore there, and many others. They 
had all been mined, but the ever resourceful 
Engineers copied with that ditliiiulty, and a 
pipe Hupfxly of water was found uninjureil. 
Nevertheless, the wati^r available was not so 
abundant as had been aixticipahsl, wliilo tho 
trmxs[)orb arrangements provi^d uixexpectodly 
difficult. 

Comyxk'te succi'ss had attended th(^ opening 
move of tin? campa’gu, but a brief pause luvl t(x 
be made Ixdore (leiKU’al ( -hetwod(^ could launch 
his attack on the Slu'ria-tfareira yxositiou. Tn 
tho interval, both lo prevent Kn‘ss von Kressen- 
stein sending nMnforci'mi'uts to Slx(;ria and to 
drxiw tho hostile resiu'ves to th<^ (laza stsdor, it 
had been detxTiniiied to male* U!x assault on a 
section of the def<‘ue(*s of that- city in the early 
morning of Novtunber 2. The bomhardment of 
(laza had been going on eoixtiiiuonsly, aiul not 
only of Caza but of the railway north of the 
town, and all military esi ablisliiui'ixts whiidi 
could he r(*aelu‘d by the guns of warships. 

Tho work of th<x Allii'd sipiadroix attracted 
little idteixiion at home, Imt it w*as oxtremi'ly 
valuable, and wiv^ not jX’rfonued without loss. 
On November 1 the eiKuny gunners obtaiixed 
several hits on the PriMxeh warshij) Bexpiin, killing 
0 and wounding 29 of luu’ enav. Tho damage 
to tho vessel w*as comparatively slight and th<^ 
Jlofjiiiu continued in action. Two Britislx shiyxs 
w'cro less fortunate. A destroyer and a small 
monitor w'cro tor])edo(‘d au<l sunk by a Cermxvu 
IT-boat, 33 lives being lost. 

Tlie j>art of the (laza defenci^s w^hieh it hail 
been decided to attack extended from height 

• I’ho from “ P.vi to Boorsludm ” — rosjwtivcly 

the norlliorii jvid soothorii limits of Palest ino- is 
old as the times of Samson (udio was of the tribe of 
Dan). 


on tho eastern side of Samson’s Ridgo known oa 
Umbrella Hill (2,000 yards south-wost of (Jaza) 
to Sheikh Hasan, Oii tho Moditorra!xea:i (2,600 
yards north- W'ost of the town). The front of 
11x0 attack was about 0,000 yards, Shoikh Itaxarx, 
tho most distant objective, being over 3,000 
yards frotn tho advanced British lino. Tho 
inter vtmi Mg ground consisted of sand dunos, in 
jxlacos 150 foot h-gix ; tho sand very deep and 
heavy going. Owing to tho considerable dis- 
tance b(5tweon tho British trenches and tho 
Turkish positions tho attack was mxvdo before 
daylight, and as Uinbrollxk Hill flankod tho 
enorny trenches farther west it was chosen as 
tho first objective. In tho evening of Novem- 
ber 1 very heavy concentriitod firo wtv? poured 
for a short time upon Umbrella Hill. Then at 
11 p.m. tlio hill was stormed by a part of tho 
52ixd (Lowlaixd) Divisiou. Directly tho Turks at 
GiV/A\ learned that Umbrella Hill was lod they 
bombarded it and tho British front line. Ap- 
parently they tho iglit tlioy hai to deal with a 
local affair only, for after two ho irs tho born- 
banlmeixt ceased, “ in time,” said 8ir E. Allonby, 
“ lo allow th<^ nxaiix idtaek, which wuw timed for 
3 a.m. (on Nov. 2) to form up witlio it inter- 
ference.’* iiie attack was made by S'l'ottisli 
and East Anglian troops, aixd a eo npos.’to force 
consisting of \V(‘.st Indian and Fudiarx troops and 
detachments from tho French aixd Italian con- 
tingents.* They w’cre helpetl by a number of 
Tanks, wiiieli, tho’.igli they found some difficulty 
ill getting over the lioavy sand, provcul of value, 
idle Turk fought well but w’as defi^atcd, tho 
Britislx g.iiixing nearly all their objectives, 
including Sheikh Hasan. Tlxe enemy had suf- 
fered severely from tlxe pniimixary bo:nbe»rd- 
ment and Ixis losses in th(^ action wore heavy. 
Some of his treixehes were almost full of dead. 
Among the 450 pi-isouers were over 50 oTi ’ers — 
the prisoners stated that one of their divis ous 
lost 33 per cent, of its effeetiv<^s and had to lxi 
replaced by a division from tho general reserve. 
TJio Britislx losses were also considerable but 
“ not in any wi\y disprojiortionate to the results 
obtained ” ((^eiiertil Allenby), Tho TU'Jian 
troops of the compositt> battalion had some waiuix 
fighting, and slxow ed great gallantry. 

Tho demonstration against Gaza had attauxod 

♦ 'riio'-o oontiiifronls woro 1 honii-t^lvos composito, and 
iiK-Iiidod fif;j:iilars, Tt-rritorials, and Afrif*an«i. Sonin 
of thn Frnuch troopf=i hatJ boon at. Vnrdun, and hai 
nnjciyod a six months’ rost at. Boni Sola, a villa ijo noar 
Klian Yunus. The district had a particular intorost 
for the Fronch, for here Napoleon in his Syrian cam- 
paign narrow I j' escaped capture. 
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its objort. NovorfcIH(^ss Kress von Kressori- 
stoiii, fully alivo to the (Iaiig*‘r wliicli tliivattMieil 
liis linos by tlio capture of Hoorsheba, at onc-o 
employed all his immediately availabUi r<‘s(»rves 
in a coimter-stroko, seeking to drauv a consider- 
able body of British troops north of JkM*rsli(d>a ; 
that is, into the execediiiLrly rough and hilly 
country, with vcTy scanty wafer snpplies, 
leading to Ftobron. Ifad tliis sclieiTV) succeedtvl 
( Jenenvl Chetwod'* would ha\'(* Ixm'ii left, with 


Sheria and oeeupicul Abu Trg»'ig, whih^ tlw) 5:5rd 
(Welsh) Division and tlu? hnp«‘rial ('iunel (,\)rps 
inovetl dut^ north of Be<‘rs}u‘ba -12 or Id miles 
in exet'ssivt^ heat — and tnounted troops, Vc'o- 
manry, Australians and Ntwv Zealatuh'rs, were 
sent- along tht^ Ht'bron ron,d. ddie object of t he 
mov'enuMit Fiorth of Bct'rslu'ba was to stMuire the 
right flank of th<‘ British during the Sheria 
ol'lensiv(\ but it fitted in with tlu' eiuMiiy's 
phm. 'There was a go(Ml dejtl of fighting iti th«‘ 
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TANK” AT THE GATES OF GAZA. 


forces too vv(‘a!c to bri'ak t he enemy’s eent.n5 at 
Sheria- Kareira — “ in whieli case ]h'(Tsh<*ba 
would only liave been an incubus of a most 
inconvenient kind.” At first circmnst auces 
seemed t o fa\'our the Turks. As already stah^d , 
the wat(u* and transport dinieulties at JhMn*slM*}»a 
proved greater than had becui anticipated, and 
the attack on th(? Sheria works, first planneil for 
November 3 or 4, had to be put off for a day or 
two. Flank positions, necessary for this 
attack, W’ere, however, seized. On Novemlx'r 1 
Irish troops moved direct along th<; roiul to 


hills on NovembfT 2 n.nd 3 ; by tlie evening of 
the 3rd it was asccu'taincd tluit the 'Turks were 
entr(‘n<du‘(l along tlie line Ain Kohleh-Tcl el 
Khuweilfeh (/.r., bet\v»‘en Sheria and the 
Jfebron road). 'TiMi enemy huces in this sector 
wen' being iuere«ksed, on NoveFiilxu' 4 tUFd o 
sevMwal d(‘terFniiied att5i.eks were made ofi the 
inonnted ( roops.'TlKU'e \\ eF*e t h<‘n off t his f F’ont the 
JOth 'Turkish Division, the nuriaiFis of the 27th 
Division (\N’Iii<*h had held BeeF’s!u*ba), part of tin* 
Kith DivisioFF, the majoi'ity of his cavalry and 
infantry (‘' depot” t roojis) drawn froFii Hebron, 

187—3 
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AN INDIAN KII'LE BATTALION ON THE PALESTINE FRONT. 
A Company in reserve. 


All till! "I'nrkisli ullucks w(‘ro lirokcii, but tho 
VVM..S of ji si'vcn' and upparoatly coii- 
fuHod clninictci’. 'PJio country i(s(‘lf, Miouj^h it 
htwl opi'ii uud ciiKivHb'd pivtch<‘H, was, as 
one odiccr ii.pl ly put it, more fitti'd for lk«rs}i.^li<‘ri 
t biin c'aviilry. l^'or every hill (op, Jilmost, there 
was 0 , stru^^/.'le. 

W'o litfcfl iiiiotluM* scni.|) (ho otluT (likv (uToto a y«s»- 
tiiMM ry olliiTf) ; \i'i> a lull ibiid lu*l<l it. for fw*) day.s 

under lullier (ryiiii^ comlit ions. If, wivs Nory hot, there 
hein)^ ft south wind all the tune, and we had no water for 
man fho .seeond day, or beast, eitht'i' day ; ivlso we liiul 
'rurl\,s on t,hreo ,sid(vs, luid were .shot, at ivnd sludled from 
front, and both lljuiks. On the oveniiif; of the .seeoiul 
day we were attin Ued by about l.StH) cnvMilry' ami 
infanlry, supported by their j^uns, but be»i,t (hem oiT. 
My' sipiadroii did not (‘oino in for this ib squadron ot 
W'oreest.ers ndiexin^ us. A sipiadron of the W'arwieks 
had to beat them [the 'Turks] off one place with the 
bayonet . 

Allot her jiieturt' of t his eain})aigning in t.h»^ 
lulls was giviMi l>y a brother ollieer, 

\V'»' had (he wrot<*) (<» yallop aero.ss a eoujile of miles 
of eountry under their iiiaehine ^uii'-, but with a wide 
extension you ><01 very few men hit., and we ^ot aeross 
with only one or (wo lasualt ie.^. 'That afternoon wo 
held an outpost line, ami my sipiadron [of ( Jloueesfor- 
shire Hussars] was .sent on to take up a ni^ht lino — it 
was a rather ditVieult, anxious job as I hadn't seen the 
eountry by dayli>;ht. .Awful eountry, all roeks, ami [ 
soon p)t rill of my liorse as I j^o(. “on the floor’’ twice, 
ivud tifiished the ni^ilit on foot. Xext morning wo 
hoped we sluniM be relieved, but had to hold the line 
all day. It. was \’(‘ry dithcult. to keep touch with (he 
units on my tlaidc as mounted ]iatrols could only move 
'll a walk in the ba I ground, and ilreadfiil country to 
keep direction in, .\t .‘1.30 wo were n>lie>'tM| [but ] just 
as we were going olT to lieersheba wo were rushed back 
a^ the 'TuHvs had eounter-attackeil. It ti/./ded out after 
an hour, but we liad two ollicers hit. and a good many men. 
At 0 1 wa-i deliiiitely relieved by \ew Zealanders. . . . 
After M 12-mile nuirch we got to water ; neither men nor 
hoiNes had had a drop for 12 hours, and the horses had 
had loa Is on the whole time. lAe been pretty thirsty 


once or twice, but never like that. We had had a 
Kham-seen blowing all day, and had hail a bard day and 
night. 

Til ojic itistaiico 'Turkish itifiviitry, with 
b}t,y(>net.s tixod, lulvibuccMl to liftm'k <v hill hold 
by Xcw Zcohuid Afouiitcd liith^s, but wtu’c 
cjMight by ijuwhiri(‘-giiu lirt^ jviid dispersctl after 
suffering SOUK' .‘]t)0 easiialt ies. 'Tiie work of 
the iiK‘u Ix'hiud the front, was (xpially st rt^nuous, 
(Mid if tli(‘ wddrr supply was scanty it was not 
for lack of ('ffort on llu^ [jart of the eugiiKxu*s. 
'The dillieulty was not so mneJi the ab.seiiee of 
water as its iiin.eeessi))ili(y. 'The w’olls were 
fairly numerous but gi'iierally det*[), and gt'ar 
was lacking. 

You <*annot imagine what, if is (.said an othcf r writing 
liome) when you start to try and water ])erhaps 5,00 k 
hoi>es (at one well 150 fci't deep) that have liad no 
water for 24 or 48 hours and the only gear you have is a 
canvas bui-ket at the end of a rope! 'The wells arc 
good enough to supply the villages, but a (’a\alry 
division soon drie.s them up. 

J\Ir. W. '^T. IMassey, oiu> of the two Press 
eorrespoudents with the British force, wTitiiig 
on Novemlier 4 told liow Ceueral Allenby, 
visiting t he front line, saw Australian Engineers 
piviiaring a w^ater sup]dy. “ Some men w^t're 
working stripped to tJio waist, others wore 
qniti' naked. The (Jeneral w’as tolil that the.si' 
soldiers liad \vorkefl for 24 hours on end in 
order to get a good fknv. Ho thanked th(*m 
personally.** 

Tile spirit of tlieso Australian Engineers was 
typical of the wliole force, and in the fighting 
in tlie lulls north of Beersheba the VVelsli 
infantry and the Tmperial Camel Corps ha<l 
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homo a full sharp. Tlic not result of the four 
doys’ contest was that the British had hehl 
what thty had gained, hut were thrt‘a(ened 
by a superior and liighly mobile enemy. 
Kress von Kr(?ssenstein’s mameiivre to ent angle 
file Britisliin the liill country between Beersheba 
and Hebron appeared to havi' succeeded. 

(Ji'ueral Alleiiby, however, had not swerved 
from his original intention. If tlie troops in 
t Jie hills liad not bt*en abU* to make the jirogress 
a.t first hop(‘(l for, tlit^y formed a sunicii'iit pro- 
fection for the right flank to justify the attack 
on Sl](‘ria, and the Irishmen and London 
Territorials now at. Abu Irgeig w<u’e ready on 
I he left flank. The mom<ad. for striking the 
main blow had como. 

It was d<H;idod to give bat t hi on Xovisuber t>. 
Th(' ])rineipal enemy works were on a t wonnih^- 
loiig ridge Icnown as Kauwukah, soin<‘ 10 miles 
vest of Beersheba, and imnuidiately east of th(‘ 
railway to Slu'ria. Abii Frgeig was (iv^o miU's 
south-east of Kamvukah. d’ho ])la.n of battle^ 
was for dismounted yeomanry to attack th(‘ 
♦'xtreiiK*. east of the KauwMke.h W(»rks, and the 
London and Irish troops the soutli-east. On 
the right. Hank th(' ollrd Division was to attack 


Tel el Khuweilfeh, 11 miles north-east of 
Beersheba, and, the eni’iny’s n'sistanco being 
broken, the mounted troo^is w'cro to sw^p 
wt'stward behind Sheria. The batthi provinl 
to be the decisive action of the campaign. 
Before nightfall the emnny w^as I>eaten, (Ja/.a 
had been rendered unbmable and the whole 
Turkish line had to gi\'e way. 

By dawn the dismount'd yeomanry had 
tak«Mi U[) positions opposite the eastern en<l of 
Kauwukah and as soon as it w’as light they 
.bdvanced to the at t aide. Tlu' enemy works, 
two d(Mjp trenclu's yards apai't , connect (>d 

by a series ot sti'ong points, wt're stubbornly 
defeinliMl, but- the y(‘om«*n stornieil the first 
trenches with great dash and hy om^ o’clock 
had possession of the s<‘cond line also. Most 
ol the British easnalties, slight in (‘iMiiparison 
w ith t hos«‘ of t he enoniy, w'ero sustained by 
the yeomanry in the eaily hours of t,ho dn.y. 
During tlu* atternoon the saimc t loops captured 
.several d<‘tjw*he<| w'orks along the lint' of the 
railway and n‘ach(‘d I he \Va<li es Shi'ria. 
While they were thus “making good” tlu‘ 
London and Irish regiments brought forward 
their guns to wire-cutting i*ang<* and bombarded 



I'ulcJme iiijuial gruph. 


SPRINC AT SOI.OMON’S I'OOI,. 

The photograph shows a canvas trough for watering animals. 
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thfi south -nastiom face of Kauwukah. Mr. 
Miissoy, who witnossod tho battlo, wrote : — 

Fro/n a high In'll I f^avv' Kauwnkah InWrig torn hy a 
tortia<i(> f)f high-oxiilG.-^ivo slwlls. Tho lowin* slopes sliowod 
tra*«.s of early grass, and Hiis slight gnilefnl coloiiriiig 
was imharitiod hy I ho gniifiro, hut tho liighor yollow 
slopes, whifh liiil tho Turks in I ho trorioli-sfarrod siirfaoo, 
wore bruisod and baltorod ovory fow sooniids. Htdn'ml 
oiir lino iriilos do(5[) wore columns of transport and 
amrminition, raising diist in cloinls of groat height, 
'riio swift oddios of tho wind lifted woolly putts of sauid 
and hont thorn wliirling aicross ridgo aoid flat, rosonilaling 
waterspouts in tropicakl seas, am illusion which ih** 
iniriigo accent Halted. 

Soon iift(^r juiMday the Lorifloiiers and Irish 
went forward to the assault, whieli was eoin- 
])lotely suceessfiil. They followed tliis up by 
tlio capture of tho Rushdi .system, between 
Shoria and Hareira, an<l ))y o’clock liad 
occupicid Sh(‘ria railway station. Troojis sent 
farther to th<< U‘ft rea(di(‘d as far as Haireira 
redoubt, where the 'Purks, though isolated, 
still held out. Australian and iV<nv Zealand 
mounted trooiis held in r«'serv(^ at Jk‘ersh(‘ba 
had meant ime Insm sent west of tlu^ railway to 
pursue tlu^ lar^e massivs of th(' eniMuy ndnniting 
towards JIuj. 

Away in tho lulls nortli-w<’st of IksTsheba tlie 
53rd Division liad <?aptur<‘d Tel el Kliuweilfeh, 
but the Hwoet)ing movenuMit behind Slieria 
which was to have followed could not he carri<*(l 
nut. A vivid impression of wliat “ capturing 
Khuw(u‘lf(*li ” UK'aiit was convey^'d in a left(‘r 


written by Father Kavanagli, and publi.shod in 
The Tahlel. Tho padre, wlio was a few wei‘ks 
later mortally wounded, was invited by the 
colonel “ to st^e tho scrap, it’s tlio chance of a 
lifetime.” The troops t hen held a hill opposip? 
Khuweilfeh. 

I pushed to tho top of our hill (wrf)to Father Kavaiiagli) 
and lay <lowu iu tho firing lino ; thou vv'o crawltnl ou our 
hollios to tho sky-liuo, ovor wliich hiillot-s wero spat- 
tering at long range. “ Now, lads,” said tho ollicror iu 
•‘ornmaud, ” proparo for a movo.” And a iiiornem 
after wo all pelted o\ or the top together, thou down and 
down a stoop and stony descent, and leu minutes lafoi- 
loiiud ourselves lying painting aiud hewildercd in a giilly 
at l luj fotat. Tho sorgeaint-maijor slooal up and shontotl. 
” I want six mam ta^ go forwairal ; ilum ainaather six.” 1 
ram with tlie thiral lot, amd we rushed down tliait gully, 
then nj) another, amd bogam taa climb a irmst precipitous 
hill, Imnded evany few yai’als with conrstvs of alhiviail 
rook, and jaist hehiml which the eiaemy v.'eraa waiiting. 
Tivsontly am aiaaraaplamo swooped tlown on us, alisa*hairgiiig 
;i inaichine'gun, which knaacked aaait peveravl of our 
follows. 1 got to tho top and Jaiy down amongst fhann 
behind tho sky-line, ovor wliich bullets wore pouring. 
Just, badorai wai got thaoo the colonel wais wajundoal, 
tlirongh flu* clu'st. 

'^I’urks, wbrt w<*rc in miicdi superior 
s(r(‘iigtli, C(>unt<‘r-at taickt‘d aiiid drov^» the 
infantry fn>m one lull, but the \Velshmt>n, 
alctcrmiiM’d to avnuigai the laeavy losses t h<>y haul 
siilTered in tJie second ba^t t h^ of (taza, rctiitacked 
amd iigairi ca^rried tho liill. They next seiza‘d 
amotber lieigbt, which improved their position 
ai good aleail. Tliis wais th<^ b<‘ginning of ai con- 
test. wliich lasted all (hiy. 

The infamtry, saiial a ^^'alr Ollico report, in cam jnnadion 
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AMMUNITION CAMELS SHEI.TERINC IN A WADI NEAR CA/A. 


With mount ocl troo])s won* hoivvily in bonlin^ 

• •ft ropontod oountor-nt tucks inn<lo hy ivf lonst (wo hostilo 
divisions* with t ho olijrct ot rutting us off from our 
N/iktor supply nfc Jioorsliohn, uud Ihorohy stopping our 
I liming inovonxMit. Our troops, wliich includod Wolsh 
.Mid I'higlisli county rogiincnts, holmvoil .sjilondidly, and 
tho 'rurkish casualties were enormous. 

Jn tin's lurtiUK'r (huicral (Mud \v(Mh‘’s ri<j:bt. wing 
I'nist ratod tin* slrongi'st (‘ffort/ nuvh^ by tlu*. 
'I’lirks on NovoinluT (i and ('iiahh'd tho mtiin 
attack t(» dovoloj) witliont intorforcii(;o. Tts 
work 0 !i Novoinber 2 (i “ jtavod tho way,’* as 
(JciKTal Allonby said, “for tho sncoo.ss of tho 
at (tick on Sh(‘ria.“ Tho troops oonooriuid Jiad 

drawn in and (*xhauslod ” tho Turkish ro- 
sorves. As an oxamplo of tho sovority of tln^ 
enemy lo.ssos, Jind of tint valour with wdiioh 
they fought, (ionoral (divd.wodo r(‘porlod that 
in front of oiu^ j)osition alono tln^ Wc’Ishmon 
buriod 500 Turks. 

I’ho Haroira redoubt w as taken very tjaily on 
November 7, and Slieria itself was ea])turod by 
ia)ndon Tt^rritorials by a })ayonet ehar^t! at 
t a.rn. Tho Turks thert^ had four field guns iji 
action. A battalion eomnnmder at tho head 
of a party of volunttu'rs charged tho hnu 
bayoneted tho gunners and captured all tho 
guns. A bridgehead was then formed over tin? 
VViuJi Sh eria. Tho Turks made several nnsuc- 
cessfiil coiintor-attaeks on the Londoners, who 
in tho evening [)UHhod forward t Inur line to high 
ground a mile north of tin; town. During tin? 

* Tlu^se wuro known us thu Liglitriing and Tcrnjiu.st 


day the mount (*d troops, who now' ineludt'd 
^^‘(^manry, iii moving on Iluj and .h*mmami‘h 
also mot with strong opposition from n?ar- 
guar<ls. TJk? cause of this stubborn resistaneo 
was tlu? (ku'ision takcui by ]\r(‘ss von Kressen- 
stein on the juwvs of tho fall of t-lu^ Sheria works, 
d’he centre of his liip? was gone, irretrievably as 
he knew', and (Ja’/a w^as in clangc'r. lb? then*- 
fore resolv<*d to draw' back his w hole army, d’he 
iimveimuits of the nuiiii forc<? had to he maskeil 
as far as p(»ssibln by n^jirguards. 

(hvza was (W'acuiated on tlie nights of Novi^m- 
ber <1, and so skilfully that “ though a e(?rtain 
amount of movMuiu'nt on the roads m>rth of (Ja/.a 
was observ'ed by our airiiK'n ami fired on by our 
heavy artill(*ry [the.re was] nothing indi(;at.ing a 
general retir(?ment.” J:5y this |>rompt retreat 
von Kress av'oided a battle, for anot her at. tack 
on (da/.a was the natural stifjmd to the Sluu*ia 
battle, and an attack had been ordered for the 
night of XovmnlxT ti-?. TIk* attack wivs to b'* 
from Outpost and Middlesex hills on t-he south 
ami east to the s(*a on tlx? w''*st. Sm:i,ll garrisons 
had be<*n left at- Out-post and Middlesex Jiills by 
th(? Turks. They ol’f<;red but slight o[)pf)sition 
t(> the attacking forci*, VVd^st ('ountry ngiments 
and Indians, while by the eo.i.st, J'kist Anglian 
troops on th(^ morning of Xovemher 7 found 
none to bar their way. J’atrols pushed forward 
reported the enemy gone. Ali Munt.ir and the 
other d(i'(?nees w«‘-re oceupitsl, and the old capital 
of th(? Philistines, before which the llritisli had 
b<?(‘n held up for nine mouths, was now won. 
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The troops as they marched over the battle- 
fields of March and April found many evi- 
dences of those combats — wreckage of all kinds, 
and many unbiiriod bodies. Tn some instances, 
however, decent burial had been given by the 
Turks to fallen foes. The fate of many men 
who liad bee/i posted jvs “ wounded and miss- 
ing ” was now nuRle clear ; among those who 
it was ascertained had been killed ii) tlie second 
battle of Chiza was Jvi(Mifenant C. J. Law, 
K.O.S.H., the second son of Mr. Bonar Law, the 
(dianeellor of th(! Kxcliequer. 

(laza had fallen, but from Beit Tlanun, five 
miles north, and from the Atawimi. works to tiui 
east, Turkish artillery fired sullenly on tlie lost 
city, making a spcunal mark of Ali Muntar, 
against whieli 12 hoiii*s earli(ir the British guns 
ha<i been firing heavily. That the '^Purks would 
try to hold Atawina long <‘nougIi to give tinv^ 
for their army t o ndresat was clear, and an effort 
was made to cut off tho rearguards holding it 
and neighbouring trenclic's known as tlio Tank* 
system. Th() effort failed, for once again the 
(‘iK'iny slipped away — during tho night of 
November 7. Many .scat terod parti(<s of Turks 
and much booty wc^ro, however, captured, iwid 
by tho morning of November 8 tho whole of th<*- 
original Ttirkish front was in possession of the 
British. 

Unlike Beorshoba, Gaza was tvn objcetiv<i 
worth gaining in itself, or rather as the key of 
Syria, giving an open way into tho Plain of 
Philistia. 

Of tho fivo chief cities of tho Pliilistiiios (wrote iv 
corrospoiulout) Gaza alone, through all tho ages, luwl 
rofaiiiod its importance. Tliis had boon rocognizod by 
tho GcrnnuiH, who had tistablislicd .schools there, schools 
whic.h tlu*y rogardtul as tho most, distant outpost of 
'rmit.onic Knitur. Those school.s had boon rlo.sod, and life 
in (h(' town was not pleasant. Tlio townsfolk, mainly 
Arabs, wore in no favour witli tho Turks. Karly in 
March tho mufti, a inembor t>f the venerated Ilussoiiii 
family, had boon nrrostod, toki'ti to Jtuiisalcm, and 
haiigod oiitsiilo the Jaffa gate for nll('g(»d treason. Later 
most of the civilians were deported. Jdousc.s Wiu’o rulli- 
lossly plimdertHl for the fAtrnishing of tbjg-outs and the 
lining of trt'uclavs. Our troops found sandbags made of 
rich silks. And on evacuating Gaza the Turks did what 
further damage they could — in particular choking all 
the wells. When the British entered the ti>wn through 
the orchards, palm trees and <*actns, which formed a 
deep fringe of green around it, there was disappointment 
that such a famous plac»» presented so poor an appear- 
i^nco. But thert> was evidence of former greatness in 
tho Tiiarblo u.sod to beautify modern buildings — columns 
and slabs taken from ancient temples and cluirches. 
Relics, too, of tho Crusades were found. Tho west end 
of the town, an intricate maze t)f narrow, dirty stweta. 
was protnptly dnbhed Belgravia by tho soldiers, all of 


♦ From one of the British tanks burnt out in the 
April battle. Its wreck stood on a sand dune right on 
the skyline. 


whom fioemod to make a point of climbing Ali Muntar 
(“the watch tower”), to which, according to tradition, 
Samson carried the gates of the city. 

Major (temporary Liout. -Colonel) W. D. 
Keiuiy, Royal Iniiiskilling Fusiliers, was ap- 
pointed military governor of Gaza, and tlm 
(dearing of tho wells and tho sanitation of tlio 
town wa.s taken in hand. Tho extension of thf) 
main railway from Kgypt, which then ended 
at Deir ol Belah, some 10 miles south of Gaza, 
was also begun at onei‘> — one of tho mo.st urgent. 
prohloiiLs eonfronting tho Expeditionary Forets, 
as the area of Oj^erations extended nortli, 
was tliat of transport. The weather had 
broken in the JikUuui Hills aufl the roads wen* 
already mueli worn by tho Turlis in their 
retreat. 

Wliatever tlie diftieulties, inunediate ad- 
vantage was taken of tho enemy retreat. 
Hardly had Gaza becui enttwM than Indian 
cavalry pressed towards Boit Hamm, wliicli 
plivce, as tho terminus of tlie Gaza railway, 
had been the headquarters of von Kri*.ss. 
The I'lirks held Beit Ilanun all day on Novem- 
ber 7, but at nightfall their rearguard witlidn^w. 
Already the enemy line of retreat was threatened , 
for Scottish troops wore north of Beit Hanuii. 
General Bulfin, to whose “ determination in 
atta(?k, and dash «and drive in pursuit ” w^as due, 
said General Allenby, tho swift advance to 
Jerusa]c*m,” had sent those Scots, Highlanders 
and Glasgow men, north as soon as Gaza was 
in liis hanrls. After an exhausting march 
through the sand dunes lining tJie coast th«*y 
crossed tho M’^adi Hesi by 5 p.m. — towards 
dusk. A bayonet charge by tho Glasgows 
secured sonu* high ground north of the w^adi ; 
tho onomy made several attempts to retake 
tlio j^osition but could not dislodge the Scots. 
The enemy rearguards on tlie extreme right 
of tlio Turkish Anny were thus doing their 
b«\sb to delay tlio British advance, and more' 
to the eeiif ro tho defenders of tho Atawina ari<l 
'I’ank positions were able, as already stall'd, 
to get away during the night of November 7. 

But the rout of the eueiny was soon com- 
plete. Nov(»mber 8 was a great day for the 
Britisli. Both from tho Gaza and Sheria sectors 
they struck hard at tho Tiirks. A smart action 
was fought near Beit Hanun, where Indian 
Imperial Service Cavalry captmed many 
prisoners and a heavy howitzer, and tlic. 
Scottish infantry at the Wadi Hesi greatly 
distinguished thornselves. Field and heavy 
artillery had been dra^^m through tho ankle- 
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(k'ep sand from Gaza, and a ridge overlooking 
Deir Sineid was seized. Doir Sineid was tlie 
starting point of the short branch lino to Hiij, 
along it the Turks were bringing back guns and 
stores, and they made great efforts to stave off 
its capture. Four times tlio Turks drove tlie 
Scots off tho ridge, and four times tlio Scots 
retook it. A fifth attack by the Turks fauled 
and tho Scots were left in possession of a 
position which commanded the railwa^y. 

Oi) the Sheria sector Xov(;mber 8 wavs luarka'd 
by equal, if not greater, sucoiss. On this 


whelming odds a[\t Katia and wore not loath to 
have the ehaxuce of gritting tlunr revenge on 
tlio Turk. The charge, manle by tlia^ a^dva^nco 
party, ten troops of Worcjestc'rs avnd W'air- 
wicks, wavs, saiid General Alla'iiby. “ at omn^ 
ca\rried out in faica^ of lu'avy gun amd machina*- 
giiii and rifle fire with a gallamlry amd daish 
worthy of tho best traxditianis of llritish (‘aivalry.” 
At tJie tirst sign of Iha^ aipproaich of horsa'inen 
tho eiu'iuy guuin*rs, who were cova'ring the 
ivtreait of their iiifaintry, turned lluMr tin? on 
th(? yeomamry. Tlu*se gmmers wc're Austriams 



CAPTURE OF A TURKISH HOWITZER BY YEOMANRY. 


sector the chief honours fell to London Terri- 
toritds a\nd a y(M>manry brigavh?. Tho J^on- 
d oners, whose maircJiing vvais wonderful, tJirica? 
drov'o back the enemy, amd firisoners, guns, 
amimuuition and stores fell into their hamls. 
Meamwhile tho yeomamry on tiicir right iiaid 
come up amd tho last position held by the 
Turk rearguards covering Ffuj wais reached. 
The Turks, who had not Imd tim<? to remove 
half their stores from Huj, wen* lilowing up or 
setting on fire what they havd to leave behind. 
The officer commanding the London(?rs, recon- 
noitring the position, saw consideravble body 
of the enemy on the march about 2,.'5()t) yairds 
aw’ay. He ordered the yeomanry to charge 
the retiring enemy. The yeomanry, consist- 
ing of Worcesters, Warwicks and Gloucestors, 
wished for nothing better. They roniembcred 
their gallant, but hopeless, stand against over- 


and Ihoy stuck to their guns to the? last. The 
yeomen, in op«*n ranks, swept forward, rac(?d 
down a slop!?, crossed a flat, took the final 
rise at a gn^at pace and then made, straight 
for the guns. Tii^*ro were twelve pi(u*.(‘S, thn?e 
0*1) Jiow'itzers and nine? field guns. The crcw.> 
fired ivs fast as they could load, and, as the foe 
drew n<?ar, sot thciir fuzes at zero so that the 
shells should burst at the mouth of the gun. 
But nothing stopped flu? yeur»e*n arul ev(?ry 
one of the Austrians was sahn'd at his gun. 
Then riding on again the Warwicks and 
Worcesters captunnl three macliine guns which 
had been firing upon th(*m. These machine 
guns wereat once turn(?d outlie retreating Turkish 
infantry, who w<?re now too far off for pursuit. 
In this charge the yeomanry casualties wore 
about 40, including two squadron loaders. 
Lieut. -Colonel Wiggin, D.S.O., who led tho 
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charge, was wounded. Two squadions of 
Cloucostors, which galloped up in sujjport, 
iUTivod just as the eiigtigenieut ended. 

"I’ho })nltrofu)l(l, wrote one of tlio ofKrors, wus exactly 
like wliat ono has always pictured it. would look liko — 
men and horses lyin^ all around ; one horse was lying 
acroKH the trail of a gnn. I sliall always regret iny haid 
Iiiek not being in it ; it was a most spleiulid ivnd gavllant 
show. Their cjisaialties are htuivy. 1 put the scpiadron 
on to pick up wounded, iwid dug two big graves with 
rny im'ii and Turk prisoners, a horrible job. 

Huj and .leinmaiiKdi were captured and the 
mounted troops <'slablislu^d contact with the 
forcti.s itdvaiicing from (hiza. Th<i ovidenc<i 


had not been serious, but to guard against 
surprises the Imperial Camel Corps was sent 
to a position (Tel el Nejile) where it would bo 
on the flank of any further counter-stroke 
from the hills. The British business was for 
the time with the plain. 

November 9, 10 anti 11 were days of very 
great activity, much liardship, many minor 
(mterprises, but no big actions. The enemy, 
meantime, had come to a halt, and had strung 
out liis forces, or, as General i\llonby said, 
“all the rcnnaintlcr of the Turkisli Army wdiich 



GAZA. 


showed that the Turkish Army had been 
thrown into cousi<h*rabl<^ disorganization, and 
orders were llicrtTore issut'd to the cavalry 
on NovembtM- 9 direct ing tlu'iii “ to press the 
enemy rtdentlcssly.” d’Jie olqeclive givtux was 
the jioint wlicrc. tlie railway from Bt'crslicba 
goitig north to Damascus crosstnl the railway 
to Jerusalem. With this junction seized the 
I'urks’ J('rusa.]cm Army would hr; cut off from 
that undt'r von Ivri'ss. Tlic one <lircction 
whenct^ there might 1 k^ a tlireat to tho British 
w^as from tla^ liill country north of Bccrshcha, 
where the oJrd Division still licM KlniwcilfeJi. 
On Novt'iuber 8 the eiuuny forc<^ there — 4,000 
to .^>,000 strong had withdrawn towards 
Mc])ron, hut- it returned on the 9tli, and on tlu* 
loth made a demonstration, not against 
ll<'ei*shcl)a, hut towards Arak el Menshiye, i\ 
plaei» north-east of Iliij. Tlio demonstration 
proved futiU^ and the Hebron Turks again 
ndin'd. This threat to tho British right flank 


(*ould be iudiKM^d to tiglit ’’-- estimated at not 
more than 20,000 rifles -in an effort to sto|) 
the British b(‘fore they could reach the junction 
station of tlio Becrslieba- Jerusalem railways, 
to which came his main supplies from the iiort h. 
4’he new Turkish front extended, some 20 miles, 
ill a semi -circle from the village of El Kubeibidi 
-soutb-west of Kamleli— oil tlie north, by El 
Miigliar, some fiv'o mik‘s west of tlie railway 
junction, aii<l then south-east to about Beit 
Jcbriii. Eroiii Beit Jebrin the lino w*\s loost^ly 
continued to Hebron. line, as far as Beit 

Jebrin, General Allcnby arranged to attack on 
Xov'cmbcr l.‘l. 

In bringing the Britisli forces up to the 
new Turkish lino tho problem had becoino one 
of supply rather t lian manmuvre, the provisjpn 
of water and forage being particularly difficult. 
Some of the horses were without water for 
84 horn’s; the troops also suffered much from 
thirst, but they were men “ whom no tlangi.'r 
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or Jiiirdship eonld dtumt,” iiud thiy prosst'd 
lowjird the mark, ovorruiuiiiiK in llioir courst* 
llio L.'ukI of tho Idiili.stiiiohs. 

Tho advance was madt^ l)y tlio r)2iid Division, 
Indinii, and othiM* li-oops alon^ Uk^ coast, 
4*avalry son'cns going ahead ; hy tho Londoners 
and Yeomanry jiioro to (Ik^ centre, and hy 
Australian and other mount(.‘d troops on th<‘ 
right. The Welshmen (r),*h‘d Division) I’omained 
at Khiiwcilfeh on guard along tho Hebron 
road. Tho Scottisli troops, vviio, always aliead 
of tho railway, luul marched the wliole weary 
way across the desiat from tlu^ Suez Lanai, 
jx'ifoiined marvels. In four days and nights 
tluy made three bayonet chargi^s and advanced 
-o miles, ddie day after their capture t>f tin* 
railway by Deir Sineid (on Novaanber S) in their 
march nortJi tiny j)assed ])arallel to Ascalon, 
which once famous city of the Pliilistines and 
latt'r the chief port of I^ilestino is now d(*solalc 
though its magnificent ruins testify to its 
toiiner greatness. But it is inhabited and was 
la id by a small body of Turks. As the Scots 
‘•'nild not tarry, eight or nine mounted men, 
an otruH'r anil some grooms, dashed off, madi* 
a brave show, ami received the submission of 
enemy. r.,ater in tlie day infantiy and 
guns moved into Ascalon, examining witli 
iutcr<*.st the ruin wrought by Saladin and 
bibars and remembering, perliaps, tJiat here 
Biehard the Lion Hearted juade Jiis last 
' ‘^'*'<inest. ^INTeantiim* a small party of horstaiicn 
ha<l galloped on to Mc^jdel, on the railway some 
inland, secured it and prevented tla^ 

* nrks there from blowing up a big ammunition 
hiinp. The Scots earne up to the WVidi 


Sukcrier on November It), n(*ar licit Duras, and 
found Australian bight Horse ahead. 'I'hn 
Snk(‘rier, one of tln^ riveas transvi'rso to tlu» 
British line ot advance', has sti'cp banks, and 
tlie d’urks wei*(.‘ showing some disposition to 
make a. stand hy it. A charge' hy (dasgow men 
ch'ared the high ground north of Beit Duras 
and the 'I'urks gav(' way. d’lu' mounti'd troops 
tlu'ii puslied on to Ashdod ( h]sdiid), where in 
tlu' tiiiH' of t ht^ Judgi's t h(' Ai k of t h(^ ( ‘ova'iianl. 
had IxH'ii brought into (he tc'inph^ of Dag«)n. 
'TIk' crossing of tlu^ Siiki'i ii'r at, .lisi' lOsdiid was 
forced on tla^ llth, and hy the morning of 
Novc'inher 12 the r)2nd Di\'ision and tlu^ otlier 
troops of (h(‘ Ihitish h'ft wing wi'ii' in touch 
with the nc*w line vn hieh tla- enemy was hastily 
strengthi'iiing. 

Tho Loiidoneis by Nov'cmhi'i* 12 hail also 
come witliin striking distance of tiu' emany. 
Some iid'antry, moving in support, eovei'cai 
29 mill's in ont^ day on one hotth' of waiter. 
On the edue. of the mountains of ,I udea., on 
the right of thi' inf.antry, ^^'oma.nl•y [)iish(*d 
forward to Oath they seem to liavi' madi' iio 
dinienlty in idenlifying tin' city of (Joliath 
with tlie ruins at d'el es Safi where the 
Oloueesters were uni'xpcct ediy at tackl'd hy 
2,()t)t) to .‘{,t)t)0 'Talks who had Ix-cn hreught, hy 
rail from the Kamleli juncti<ai station to hold 
up the enemy as long as pos^ihli'. With odds 
of 10 to 1 against them th'*- (doueesti'is 
Jielil out until the infantiy were able to take 
ov'cr the line. 'The advanec wais delayed hut 
a few'houi's. A lit t !(' farther ea-!t < he Australian 
Light Horse di<l very good work and took uj) 
tt wide ft out. 'Their advanced troops were al.so 
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THE APPROACHES TO JERUSALEM. 


counter nttacked on November 12, and driven 
back a short distance, but the enemy (hd not 
press farther forward. 

For five days the Hritish, iii an art'a covering 
tiOO scpian' miles, had been pursuing th(3 Turks. 
From llecrsheba and from Gaza the enemy 
had rem(3VO(l neaiiy all the civilian's, but in 
tluur fliglit they left beliiml many of the 
inhabitants of t he other towns and villages : as 
many able-bodied men as they could they 
pr(‘ssed into their servuee. The nativ^^s evcry- 
wlu're wi’leonvMl tlie Hritish troO]>s, ami tiiat 
tlu‘ great majority wtu’e glad to bo rid of 
()tt('man rule there was no doubt. 

It i.s an exlraonlinan (wrote an otticor) following 

up a (l<*foatotl 4»imy. Tho aiiiount of .stutT tlin Turks 
left boliind wa.-^ Jiiarvelloiis — ina?iy tlioii.-^uiiits •>f roiincls 
of afnmunitioM, <-a.rts, niilway rnatoria!, overy- 

fliiiig. Near (Jath aloiio w«* uol. £.‘1,000 worth of ongi- 
noers’ stoiv.s, la'sidos any (piautity of gun aiuniunition. 
'I’ho men lovo collect iug the loot and wearing Turkish 
clothe.s, etc. Pead hullot-k.s and horses were ov"(?ry- 
where. It was only lack of water for our tiivd hc»rsos 
that stopped u.s. Afany died, many ha«l to ho ovaciiated 
to mobile v’otorinary stations. . . . Our liorsos .aro 
nearly <lont‘, mou hungry anti tired, but ehoerful as 
usual ; half rations yostentay, none to-day. . . . 
Open rt)lling country, rather hot, flies bad round the 
villages. The TlI^k^s burn as much of their stuff as they 
Clin. 

Such wore .some of the incideriti? of the 
pursuit. Tn the new battle for possession of 


the vital railway jiuiction, the chief attack was 
to be in the plain south-west of Ramleh. At 
dawn on the 12th cavalry pushed considerahly 
north of the Sukereir ; Burkah was also scizt'd 
and tlie right flank of the Turks was almost 
turmul. ddie enemy’s effort to guard this flank 
led to stiff fighting. On the British ’side the 
troops engaged included the Lowlanders (the 
52nd Division), West of Kngland Regiments, 
Indians (horse and foot) and a brigade of Iku k'^, 
Bucks and Dorset Yeomanry. 

'I’wo E<iird)Mrgh and two Riflo Bal lalion.-? (wroto Mi 
Ma.s.sny) attacked liurkah, an oxtromoly diiTiculb po.sitifM 
pn'parcd hoforohantl, consisting of two lines of perfecll.v 
sited trenchos. The first had to bo attacked up a glmi , 
then 1,000 yards of ab.soliitely flat ground to anotli' P 
glacis. 'rh»> lliflemon made a stirring advance, swi pi 
tho Turks out of tho first line, ami then, .siijiported b.v 
most Jiccurato artillery fire, carried the second. I *>*’ 
'Edinburgh troops were counter-attacked on “Bro''" 
Hill.’* They were driven off, but came back, support t I 
by Gurkhas, and retook tho hill. The Turks left 
largo number of dead. 

The attempt to prevent tho British takin ' 
up advantageous ground thus ended in fftihm 
and on November 13 the general attack < • 
tho Turkish position was made. The Briti-' 
wore now some 35 miles north of their railhoan 
and the Gaza railway, though now in tin 
hands, was of little immediate use ; it was of 
narrow gauge, and had been badly damage*' 
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by tho fire of the British warships during the 
j)rovious weeks.* Yet supplies and ainniuni- 
lion and guns, including two hea\'y batteries, 
were brought up in time. 

Tho country over whicli tho attack took place (wToto 
(eaicral Allonby) is open and rolling, dott(id willi small 
villages surroimdod by mud walls, wdh plantations 
of tiH'cs outsido tho walls. 'Hio most, prominent 
featuro is the lino of heights on which are tlio \ illages 
of Katrah [199 foot] and K1 Afughar [239 f«'et], stamling 
tail above tho low flat ground wliich .sei)aratos tlnm 
from th'‘ rising ground to tho west, on uhieh stands the 
village of be-^hshit, about 2,000 yards dishml. 'I'lns 
Katrah-KI Aliighar lino forms a very .strong pivsiiion, 
and it was boro that tlio enemy made liis most doter- 
niinc'd resistanco agaiii.st tho turning movomoiit directed 


side of El Mughar. With tho Lowlauders in 
front and tho Yeomen on their right flank tho 
Turks siirrondorod. Both El Mughar and 
Katrah were w’on. “ A most dashing charge,” 
was (leneral Alh*nby’.s verdict on the Yeomen's 
exploit, and the whole operation was, h(> said, 
“a fine feat of arms.” T’he Turks had fought 
hard : they hd't 4lM) (kvid at Kalrali alone, while 
b(‘twe(*n llicm the Lowlanders and Y eomanry 
took 1,1 00 prisoners, li field and 10 maehiuo 
guns. 

hartlu'i* south fliert) had Ix'cii a fierce struggle 
near tho village of A'asur. 



CAMEL TEAM DRAWING A GABLE-LAYING CHARIOT, 


/igiiinst Ijis right flunk [Avhich rested on tlie Ab'dibT- 
ninean]. 

El Mughar and Katrah were attacked by the 
r)2nd Division and Yeomanry. Tho Lowlanders 
got on to tho ridgo upon wliieh, divided by tho 
Wadi Surar, the villages lie. The Turks, 
eiitrt'iieliod behind thick hedges of cactiis and 
aiiiong (dumps of (;ypre.ss trees, were dislodged, 
hut twice regniiied the ridge. A tliird attack 
was made and (he Scots got close, to the (uiemy 
tn^nches. When the fight was at its hottest 
NVest of England infantry made an opportune 
thrust at the Turks* left, and a charge by the 
Berks, Bucks and Dorset Yeomanry Brigade 
•settled the issue. For two miles, the whole time 
under heavy fire, they galloped across the open 
jdain, then breasted a ridge, dismounted and 
attacked th e enemy trenches on the northern 

* Novortheloss some help was derived from this line. 

VVo caught throe of tho Turkish railway engines,” 
‘•jud a member of tho force, “ aiifl it was rather amusing 
getting thorn going and turning them to our own use.” 


'Ihe Turks Ijcn‘ ba«l «bij; I n'liclics end ^nn pits on 
a small omiin'nc(». 'J'(‘rritonals. part of a Sroltisb 
biittiilioii (wliic-ii hufl gained 'list im l ion iti tho fight of 
Xovember 2 at (laza), nisbod tli(» montid in flm face of 
murderous maoluno-giin fire. 'J'ho 'I’urks in ii strorig 
count cr-charg«‘ drov'o back f heir opponents. The 8co1s 
roformed, and ngaiii ntfack's!. Willi bayoiu‘l an«l 
cIubbiMi riflo f hoy won the position. Sixty of the enemy 
lay <loa<l on the ground, s'^cral with Ihoir sknils 
smuslied. 

Oil the right — eastern -Hank of tho British 
the fighting had not beiui so s(‘vn>re, and aft(U‘ 
the loss of El Mughar tho eiuMiiy l•^‘sisfanco 
weakened on thc^ whole line. By (iit^ (ivening tho 
Turks were in gtuieral retroaf , ptirt of flu^ beaten 
forct^ g(»ing north and fiart (‘jist towards 
Jerusalem. The British line. extend(Ml from 
Et Tint^h on th(^ tnist by Ktitrali and Mughar to 
Yebnah and I ho sea. ^^•brlaJl, tin; .laVincel of ^ 
Joshua, liad lu'eii taken by the Yeomanry 
before their attack on Mughar. Et J’ineh had 
been captured by Australians. Situated at tho 
junction of the (iaza and Beorshoba railways. 
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nnd only a few iiiilos south of the junction of 
the Beerahol)a and Jenisaleiu railways, it 
contained larg(3 depots of arnrminit ion and other 
stores. These at the last inomoiit the Turks 
theiiLSelves began to rifle. Tlui looters were 
dLstur])ed by an arinoin-ed motor ear which 
dashed up with its inaeliine guns busy ; over 
200 Turks were kilkul or w()und(*d and many 
prisoners made. 



CAPTAIN NEIL PRIMROSE, M.C., M.P„ 
He had held the appointments of Under«Secretary 
to Foreign Office (1915), Military Secretary to the 
Ministry of Munitions (1916). and Chief Whip 
(1916-17). 

'The 'rurkish ai’iny was being split up, but 
oru' inoH' ('tfort wns made by n'ou Kr(‘ss to kcH'p 
<a>ntn)l of tiu' lailvay eoimeeting Jerusalem 
with the nortli. Infantry sent forward to 
“ dunetion Stat ion," as t lii' Brit isli <-dh*d it, met 
with some opposilion and were held up for tlu‘ 
night , h^irly on Novianber 1 1, howt'ver, it. was 
found that the'Purks had vanislu d. The station 
was oeeupi(’<l* and a solid w«'dg(^ of troops 
thrown in cut in two the enemy army. The 
eastern or .lenisaliMu |)ar( was isolated from the 
portion in the coast sector. Only on a line eon- 
sidcirably failliei' noitli eouhl the two fragments 
nnit(', and to (‘ITeet that union would involve, 
so it scM'ineil, tin* abandonment of dernsalem. 
A d(‘tiniti* stage in tlie advance had b(*(*n 
rc'aehed ami (leiu'ial Alhaiby thus summari/j'd 
the nv'^ults attained : - 

la 15 day.'^ our t\>r(‘«> hatl atl\ ’incfd da riidcs on 
riiiht and about 40 on l< ft. It Innl di-ivoti a TurUi'.li 
Army of nine infantry Bixi'-ions and one ('avalry 
l)jvi''i^»n oiifc of a })(»situ)n in wbieli it had been eii- 
trein‘he<l tor six month', and liad jinrsned it, txivin;' 
b.'dtN' xvluMiexv'r it attempted to staiul. and intliidino 
«)n it loss(»<i; ainonnt iuL; probal>ly to ttearly txvo-fhirds iif 
th<* enemy’s oii^inal eff(’et ix’4‘s. <)x<'r y,IM)0 pri‘<oner.'5, 

* The Kl\in;i (’oip^ in bombln,:.^ raids on thi.s juuetioii 
hail ohtaini'd ^olm' (Jtt d»r('et hits. 


about 80 gun.s, inoro than 100 inacliino guns, and very 
liirgo quantitios of aiiiinunitioii arid othor stores had 
been eupturod.* 

From this point Allenby’s chief concern wa^^ 
Jerusalem. First, however, it was necessary t<i 
clear up the situation on his left flank, the flank 
resting upon the Mediterranean, and to this 
end the occupation of the country up to Jo])pu 
(Jaffa) was essential. The Turkish forcjvs 
which had gone north soon showed that they 
Avero not jicgligiblc. They liad retreated but 
liv<3 miles and enemy guns Avere shelling thrir 
lost , I unction St ation. During NoA^ember 1 I, 
howeviu*, the mounted troops, followed hard by 
the infantry, prcs.scd towards Kamleh and 
Lydda. Kkrou (Akir) the last of the fiAu* cliief 
citu^s of the Tbilisi ines was gathered in and tlie 
.hnvish (U)lony Jit Ncav Akir found uninjureil. 
Most progress was ma»lo by t he Xew Zealanders, 
A\iio advaneiMl w'cst of the Jfamhdi line to Ay mi 
Kara, only six miles soutli of .loppa. Upon 
th(un t lu^ d’nrks made a strong eouiiti'r-attaek. 
“ Running A’cry (jnir*kly bc'hind a somewhut 
.strong gun tiri*, lh(‘ Turks got to wit hin 15 yards 
of our line, attacking with bombs and ritli‘s, 
when tin* wholes Jim‘ of Auckland troops, Avith 
some Wc'llingt.on Mounted Rifles, rushed for 
ward with tht* l>a\M)net. The Tm*ks brokii and 
fil'd, leoA’ing over 400 di'ad as a ri'sult of tin* 
bayonet charge a loiM'." (Mr. Massi'y.) 

On the m‘Xt day, Xovi'mbi'r 15, tlu're Ava.-* 
anotlK'r- the fointh -of those brilliant charges 
by inounti'd troops which marki'd the eain[)aign. 
(k>vering the main road from Ramleh to Ji'ni 
salt'in, and flanking the advam^i^ of the British 
to Ramleh, a ridge, 75(i ft. high, stands n|» 
promiiK'ntly out of the low foot- hills. This is 
the site of the ancient (li'/.ei', once a royal city 
of llui Canaanites and given to thi' King ol 
Egypt as a dowry to his daughti'i* on her 
marriage to Solmnon. Near thi* ruins, in tin 
A’illage of Abii Shusheh, a Turkish rearguard 
had establisheil itsi'lf. Infantry attacked the 
ridgc' from tlu’ Avi'st. Avhik' the J^erks, Bucks 
and Dorset Veomamy mova'd to the soiilli 
At first the Turks fouglit stoutly, but seeiim 
the moAUMuent of the yeomanry endeavoured 
to retire. It Avas too late. Swi'i'ping over th* 
level ground at a, great pace the yeomen 
galloped up the ridge and got among the Turk- 
with the sabre. The rout of the enemy A'a 

* Hy thuTUiher t) tht* ^mis rapliinvl, R])ai*t fn'i.i 
iiiachim* nuiis, had inemwd lo oxer llX), ami more, tli.n 
20,000.000 rounds of rifle aininnnition and 250,000 ninii'' 
of ^mi ammunition had been .'^('ized. Over 20 aeropliui' 
had been de.'.troyed Viy Hritlsh airmen or burnt by ih' 
enemy to avoid eaplure. 



IN PALESTINE: KRINGING IN A CAPTURED (JERMAN AEROPLANE. 


(Viptaiii Neil ]’iimioso, M.C., M.L. 
' Koyal Bucks Hussars), younger son of Lord 
Bost^bory. Mr. Biiniroso was one of ilie most. 
*>nlliant of the younger generation of politicians, 
'ind thrice during the war had held important 
olhces in the Ministry. But pr(>hn*ring his 
military duties lie had, after servie.e in France , 
■^<»ri(^ to Egypt early in BUT. Wo was buried 
■II the garden of the French convent at Kamleh.* 

M.ijor K. A, (l(» RothsfJiild, it brother olliijor in the 
'5ueks Yeoiiituii'y und ii cousin of Mr. Neil Erimro.**©, was 
•lortnlly wounded and died on November 17. 


before tht‘ nig] it. fell. At Lydda .‘{(Ml 'f inks 
surreiidei’eil and at both towns were large! 
<|uaiitities ot abandoned material. 'The remains 
«)f live a(‘roplan(‘S wen* diseoveii'd, Neitlim* 
ti)wn bad snITered greatly and tlie inhabitants 
showed mueh hospitality to t he viirtors. '^I’he 
»Ldvauee from Lydibi to .loppa met. with no 
resistance. Australians a,nd New /ealandi'r.s vodo 
(juietly into (h<* si'apor*. of .h'liisalem on the 
evening of .Vov<‘ml)er lb. Of the gemnnen<*ss 
of the weleona^ given tlie Briti.sli by the 
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townsfolk there was no doubt. Within a 
few (lays several of tlie Jewish inhabitants 
who had been forcibly deported the pre- 
vious March and had liiddon in the neigh- 
bourhood returned to the town. None of 
th(i buildings of .Joj)pa had been injured, 
but the magnific('nt orchards around it had 
thiiiiK'd, and some entirely destroyed, 
by the cutting down of the famous orange 
trees for fu(‘l. 

Coiioral Allenby pusliod a few miles north 
of Joppa across the Plain (jf Sharon to g(‘t a 


Jerusalem, it gave a new shock to the Turkish 
High Command. 

Until it happened, the Turkish Headquarters 
staff, and their Cerman advisers, had not 
believed that the British could break through 
the (jlaza-13(?ersheba defences and the rout of 
their army created the utmost alarm. Im 
mediately it happened councils of war were held 
in Jerusalem to devise, if possible, means for 
its defence. Both Turks and (Germans kiu'w 
the loss of prestige which would follow its 
abandonm(‘nt. Enver Pasha, liastening from 



JOPPA, WITH AN ITALIAN CRUISER IN THE ROADSTEAD. 


deft'iisiblo front forhisleft fiank on the southern 
bank of the Auja river and was then free to 
concentrate his (dh^rts against JerusaU'in, and 
s('curo his centre from possible incursions 
from the hills of Jinh'a and Samaria. For the 
advainco on .Teisualem it was necessary to 
pause till railway communications wore more 
forward; mc^mtime at Ascalon, Joppa and 
(»th(‘r phu'ts along the coast — wdien weather 
permitted- stores w ere landed, warships guard- 
ing against submarine at tacks. To i nake secure 
the posit imi in the centre it was, how^ever, 
neci‘ssaiy to act at once, and accordingly on 
the day after the occupation of Joppa yeomanry 
were sent from Hamleh into the Judean hills 
Though tins was in reality a defensive measure 
and did not indicate* an immediate attack on 


the Iiiqjerial Headquartor.s at Constantinople, 
readied Jerusalem on November 12 and w^ait 
on to Hebron, but ho departed “ as suddenly 
and silently us lie had come.”* Tli'‘ 
tyrannical Djemal, the organizer of massacres, 
wlio two months before had been the Kaiser’- 
guest at Berlin, started from Damascus, by 
the Hedjaz raihvay. The train in which h» 
travelled w'us blown up (November 11) by the 
Arabs and Djemal had a narrow escape, mem 
bci*s of his staff being killed. Djemal retiirnoil 
north, whence he IssiumI orders for tlio forcibl* 
deportation, which meant death, of 
Armenian families from Jerusalem. 

* This account of events in Jerusalem during tJi' 
Iivst days of 'J’lirki.sh rule is based in part on un artift 
in The Times of February 4, 1918, 
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A greater figure arrived. General von 
I'lilkeiihayn came from Aleppo to seo if ho 
oo aid. reorganize the Turkish Amiy. He was 
ill the city during the battle at El IMughar 
and stayed till November 16, when ho departed 
by road for Shechem. The Turks wore left to 
fheir own devices — with the assurance, how- 
ever, that reinforcements would be sent. Ali 
Eaud Pasha, the commander of the force in the 
Jerusalem district, and Tzzet Hoy, tlio governor 
of tlie city, determined tliat they would 
not abandon the town without a struggle, 
and the defence they put up shamed Iho 
(3<‘rnians. Tlioy (the Germans) had boon the 
first to give the signal to evacuate Jerusalem. 
When the nows reached Jerusalem on Novem- 
l)(*r 9 that the British were at Huj tlioy began 
fu leave. 

Tlio Gorman? and Anstriims \von» ovon now (snid iho 
rorivspoiidont of The Tiw-rs) proparing ovarnatn 
(Im) Holy (^ily. IJiiring Um noxl few days larno or 
'•\huustod Turks, woiindod and s(raggl<jr-5, whom flu* 
German motor-lorry drivers rofuRod to pick up, and 
I'urki-'h oflicors sluikoii into truthfulnoss by tho extent 
of tlu ir defeat, brought nows of tlu* victory, 'rurkish 
oniciiils at onco began to leave tlie city wifli (heir 
hitnilies. Tlio Gonnan d('f»6ts were luirriodly om[>tied 
of unrss,ontial supplies, such as sugar, which wore sold 
for a song. aMunitions and ossontial stoms wore then 
s<‘nl norlh to Shcclumi, or oast to Jericho. From tho 
high lowers of the city and from tlie IMount of Olives 
one couJil SCO a great double wall of dust ulofig every 
road each <lay, and on a clear day one (!Ould seo 
lorries, carts, and pack nniiiuds si reaming up and down. 
Owners of the few horse c-arriag<5s loft asUisl for and 
ehliiincd £10 a seat from fugitives who w<'ro making for 
•Shcchctn. 

AIL Faud, relieved of tlie presence of Kalkon* 
liayn, further jmrged the city. Tho Latin, 
Lr(‘ek, Armenian an<l (\)ptic patriarchs and 
.lewish notables suspected of Zionism were sent 
off to Shechem (November 19). The inhabitants 
<»f J<*rusalem were warned that street fighting 
UMS to be expected and that in it they would 
liave to aid t he soldiery. The city wa.s to bo 
<l‘‘lcndod to the last. Moreover, Ali Faud 
-truiig out a thin lino of troops through tho hills 
fe regain touch with tho dismembered part of 
Gi(‘ army north of .loppa. By the railway 
tli rough (Antral Palestine and by the Shechem 
'oad reinforcements, including field guns and 
>'iany machine guns, wore poured down from 
north by Falkonhayn and Djemal, and tho 
\v troops were some of the finest in the 
' 'n kisli Army. Thus the beaten host was 
’ invigorated, and on November 21 tho 
• onianry which had advanced into the hills of 
• ‘Jea roceivod a distinct check. Hope of saving 
'*■ rusalem revived. 

Vs already stated tliis first advance into the 


mountains was intended primarily to protect 
tho British forces in the plain from precisely 
such a danger as dev(>loped — -tho bringing up of 
enemy reinforcements and a flank attack from 
the oast. At the same t ime f ho advance brought 
the Ih’itisli close to Jerusalem. JMU^sliiie is a 



GRNBRAL VON FAl.KHNHAYN, 
German Military Adviser of the Turks. 

small country, and from Hamlch, at (he foot of 
the hills, to Jcrusab'iu is but 24 miles in a direct 
line. 'Fo got to Jerusalem only two main roads 
were, available to llu; Ihitish — that from the 
soutli from Bcershcha through Hebron and that 
from the west from Joppa via Itamleli. Strategic, 
reasons compiJltMi Cfeneral Alleuby to attack 
Jerusalem from tho west; an advance by 
Hebron being intended in tlu* lal(?r stagt‘s of 
the campaign. The Turks had the use of oilier 
roads, one i^ast to Jericho and the Ifedjaz 
Kailway, a second going north to Sliechein 
(Nablus). Since tlioy had lust command of the 
Jerusalem railway it was by the Sla'idiem road 
that they kcfit up communi(;ation with Northern 
Syria. TTenee the first olijeetive of the Mritish 
adv^ance into the mountains was to get a hold 
on that road. 

To penetrate th(^ nK)nntains was no easy 
ta.sk. Some of tlie ditTicultie-s are indicated in 
tlie following pa.ssago of (.leneral Allonby’s 
dispatch : — 

rho wo.st feido of Iho Jiidwan rango con.'^lsts of a soriea 
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«>f Spurs running nast aiul wost, and sapuratod from 
on«f u!iothc?r l»y narrow valU*ys. 'I’lu-sf' sj^nrs am stoop, 
liartf, and stony for tljo nio-^t part, and in plaofs jina-i- 
pitoii'<. Hot, worn til'* fo(*f f)f tin* spur of tho main 
and llio Coastal f)laiii is th<* low raii;^o known as tla» 
Slu'jdiclah. 

On onr itilond('d liiu) of advance only ono good road, 
tlio main Jalfa-.rcni-.altun road., tnivcrsiMl tlio lulls from 
oast 1,0 wo'.t. l*'or nearly four niile>,, bcilwetui J.1 h 1> el 
Wad [tho (la1») of Iho Pas^^] and SJlri-^, this n>ad p.•ls^e'^ 
ihrongii a narrow detile, and it had been damaged by 
llio Turks In several places. 'I'lie otli<‘r roads weri‘ mere 
tracks on the side of tho hill or up the stony beds of the 
wadi". . . . 'riixjiighout these lulls t he wat or snp[)ly wais 
bcanty without <h'VeJo])menl . 

li[> tlio side tni(;ks north of the itiain road 
inoiintod Yeonuinry to inovti on Nov^eni- 

>)CT 17, tho given olijectiv’^o being Boeroth (in 
Arabic K1 Birch — tho wells), a town on ib<^ 
Sh<‘chom road nine miles north of Jerusaloiu. 

advance was bt‘gim so soon aftta* the defeal 
of the Turks at Mughar that the disorganiz(‘d 
eiitany hands first met did not offer great 
opposition. Tho hills themselves were gretiter 
obstacles. After a sh<jrt distance it was found 
that tho tracks were imjiossihle for any vchick^ 
on wheels, and a little lat(*r the horses had to he 
sent hack — it was a desolate region, fitted 
j)erha.f)3 for goats, but not for cavalry. “ I 
<*annot see,” said ono man, “ why tho people 
in th(? Bible made such a rattle about the 
country.” 

By the evening of tlu^ 18th one party of 
Yeomanry liad retiehed IhdJi Boron the Low'oi 
(in Arabic, Beit ur el Tahta). '^riiey wen^ 
traversing conntiy which had hetm a hattlo- 
ground for thirty centuries ; it was at Beth 
Iloroii thsit doslnia in th(‘ fight wdth the five 
kings of tlie Amorites uttered the famous 
invocation: “Sun, stand thou still upon 

Giheon, and thou, IMoon, in the valk*y of 
Ajidon.” Striking north from this spot, on the 
20th th(‘ Yeomanry wt're only four miles from 
the Slu‘clu'm roud when, near Beitunia, tliey 
met with st rong opposition. Next day, however, 
they succeeded in pushing forward another two 
miles. After lu'avy rain the weather had bc3come 
bright and cold. 

On Novemh(‘r 10, two days after flie 
Yeomanry had ent(‘rt‘d the mountains, General 
Bulfin stait llio r)2nd Division, London Terri- 
huitds, West Gountry B(‘giments, and otlier 
infantry from Baml(‘h, along tlio main tloppa- 
.lerusalt'in road, Australian mounted troops 
mov ing on their right flank. Latron and Amnas 
(Knunaus*) wore taken witliout ditliculty, the 
critical part of the advance carno when the 

• Nb. the Ernrnaus whoro Christ “ talked witli thi> 
disci plea ou tho way.** 


troops entered the narrow defile by the Bab cm 
W ad, the picturesque pass well known to 
travellers by road to Jerusalem. The^shuj* 
sides of the pass arc crowned by rocky height- 
clad with wdld oliv^o and other trees. Here tlr 
'J'urks had strong, well organized rearguartL. 
hut the gallantry of the Somerset, Wiltshire and 
Gurkha regiments — to wdiom was given th<‘ 
honour of the attack — prevailed, and by tin- 
evening they luid cleared the dc^file and th»- 
British were at Saris. Having thus got through 
the most dangerous part of th(3 road the march 
was continued on tho 20th to Kuryet el Enjib 
(only six miles from Jerusalem), which was 
cl(3ared of tho enemy by a bayonet charge. 

Eroni this point a modification in whfit wns 
the obvious line of advance — straight forward- 
w'as made. It was tho desire of tho British to 
avoid any damage to the sacred sites of Palestiiu* 
ami “ in order to avoid any fighting in tho 
close vicinity of tho Holy City ” tho main 
body of the infantry w(‘ro turned north towards 
Bireh. Somerset' and other West Country 
regiments, climbing a path so steep that no 
wheeled tratlic was possible, came under shell 
fire, hut secured (November 21) a footing on 
the ridge, nearly 3,000 ft. high, on whicli 
stands N(3l)i Sainwil, a tomb mosque, supposed 
to mark the l)urial place of tho prophet Samuel, 
and held in special veneration by Moslems.* 
Tho mosque itself, a transformed Crusaders' 
church, fell to the Britisli. The British luid 
carefully avoided injuring tho mostpie, but (he 
Turks, with their indiflerenee to Islam, sla'lled 
it as soon tis it })ass(Ml from their hands. Eron' 
Nohi Sarnwil .lerusalem, five miles aw'ay to the 
south-east, w'as clearly visible. While (he 
main force? secured this (?ommandiiig 
the trooi)s left at Kury(?t el Enab eaptund 
Kustil ridg(', two and a half miles farther east. 

The position on the evening of November - I 
was thus apparently very favourable to th' 
British. Infantry hekl Nehi Sarnwil niid 
Kustil and Yeomanry were but two miles \v» -t 
of tho Slicehein road at Birch. Tlio next t\\‘» 
clays showed, however, that this was the lin it 
of their advance for the time. On the 2-i'd 
the Yeomanry were heavily attacked by t'-' 
Turks (whose reinforcements liad arrived) i 
were compelled, after bitter fighting, to 1 
hack three miles, to Beth Horon Upper (Beit 

* A War Oflkio communiqu6 dfscrihod Nehi .Sari t 
iis “tho ancient Mizpah,” but it is not tho Mizpali ■ ^ 
the covenant “tho Lord watch botwoon me and tb ' 
]Mizp 4 ^ is a common name in Palostine, denotia ’ ^ 
watch tower or ob.sorvation post. 
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ol Foka). On the same day the Turks made two 
strong assaults on the British positions on Xt'hi 
Saiii'wil. They were repulsed, and on Novem- 
ber 23 and 24 tletermined and gallant attacks 
were made on the Turkish positions west of the 
{Shechem roatl. But both attacks failed. Tlu* 
enemy was able to support his infantry by 
artillery tire from guns mounted on the hills, 
while, said (h'lioral A Henley, “ our a-rtilUa y, 
from lack of roads, could not bo brought up 
to give adequate support to our infantry." 


and new roa<ls, along wliich heavy and la'ld 
artillery were hauled, built. Anummition and 
supplies were brought up and tla' water supply 
greatly dt’vi'loped. Naturally v\li baml Pasha 
<lid not let t!ie. Biitisli eomjilete their ])rt‘para 
tifuis without interruption. 'TJa^ whok' ])(‘ii«Ml 
\\as one of sev(‘n> local lighting in which the 
'.rurks were constantly on the »)ffensi\e - and 
<lui‘ing this fort night, tia* citizens of .Ici-usaleni, 
wlio had thought tlu'ir (h'livi'rance at hand, 
gave thcmsi‘l\es up to despair. 



CAMEL AMBULANCES. 


In tlu'se circumstaneivs or<lers were givaai to 
consolidate the positions gained and pri^pani 
for relief. 

Summing up the results of tliis first advuuicc. 
into the mountains Ceneral Allenby wrote 

rhcaigh ttavso troops hufl faihul to roach their final 
elijccf ive.s, thoy li id aeliioved iiivalnabli* rasulfs. 'I’lu 
nnrrow pas.so.s from tho jiluiii to tho platcnu of tho 
• hida an range have seldom been forced, and hnvo been 
to many inv; ding armies. Had tlio altempt, not 
h.M'ti made at onco, or lind it been [iresscd with le.^s ilcter- 
’iiiMjition, th(' enemy would have hud lime to reortianizo 
'ii> d<‘iV*riee'< in tlio pas.sos lo\v<*r dow n. an«l tho conqne.^t. 

the plateau would then have heen slow, ei»stly, ami 
laecaTiou.s. As it wa-^, po'^itions luul heen won fnau 
'H.if-h the final attack could be prepared and delivered 
'oth good pro.spects of .sueees.s. 

It was 10 days before all reliefs were com- 
5>leted and another four days before tho advance 
•ould bo resumed. In that fortnight the 
Engineers performed miracles. E x Is tmfl' roads 
‘ ud tracks were improved out of 



E’rom Noveiuin'r 27 to Xovciuhcr .30 tlu» 
4'urks delivcreil a, s(Mi(‘s of attacks ilirccbal 
against the left ihmk of the Pritish position 
from Beth Iloron Upper to tli(5 Xid)i Samwil 
ridge and Kl Jhirj, a ])osition south w<‘st of 
Nchi Samwil. Thcn^ was i)art icularly luaivy 
lighting between Kl Burj and Hcth Iloron 
Upper, hut tla; Yeomanry (Shropsliirc, (’licsliirc 
and Welsh Begimctits) and S(M)ttish Lowhmd 
troops successfully n^sistinl all atlack.s and 
iiiflieied severe los.ses on tin* enemy. At Beth 
Huron Upper oikj (jompany took 300 piisoiKus. 
At El Burj on Xovemher 30 a hattaliou 
attacked the British ]>osition and was repulsed. 
'Then in a count er-eharge Australian Light 
Horae virtually destroy(‘d the battalion, taking 
200 prisf)nors, and killing a much larger mmibcir. 

All tho efforts of tho enemy to recapture the 
iSamwil ridge failed before the unshakable 
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icsistatice of London Torritorials, who Iiad 
r(‘licvod tho West (Vmntiy troops, 'fheir 
attacks cost the Turks very dearly. “ \Vc took 
750 prisoners between Xoveinber 27 and 30, 
and tiio enemy’s losses in killed and wounded 
wiTo und(jubt(‘dly heavy.”* 

One ineifkait of tliis fortnight’s defensive 
figliting was specially noteworthy. At Beth 
lloron Upper tho opposing lines were very 
closer, the 'rurks landing the village, which is 
perched on a st(‘.(‘p conical hill. A dismounted 
company of AVi’lsh J torse was ordered to take 
the v!llag(\ Working thedr way behind tliey 
got, in the dusk of evcaiing, to the top of tho hill 
fi’om the 'rurkish sid(‘ : ~ 

111 lli'i villji;,^<‘ (wrote Air. Aljnsry) they fonn<l 5tta 
'I'lirlcs with u (J<‘riiiiiM ol'lio.'r. 'I’lio oiioiny l.iid down tlu'ir 
jirins, iind uln>n llio Vcoin«“n ^'ot into tho tiny vilintjc 
s(|njiro thoy sjiw tluMii .''liindiinj to. 'I'lio (hTinnn onicor 
running,' idiont, .sliouting ‘‘iStorl jii^.” Sonn* 
of tho onomy piclcod np tlicir rillos and bo^an fi^flitiii” 
und o( hers tollow'i'il. 'J’hoy w' 'n too late. 'I’ho Y<*onn*n. 
Nooin^j; (ho 'I'nrUs laul not .siirrondoe'd, fin'd into tin* nia^--. 
and for fivo ininntos then' was a tlo-poralo liatth' in 
tho small onolosun' an<l tho narrow slrods loadini' 
thi'rofrom. tho rani;o seldom o\r-i>{'ding 1(1 yards. 'I’h' 
(Jorman olliocM* was hayonotod and killotl, a^' worn many 
Turks. 'I'ho romaindor tlam ya\(‘ in. 'J’lu'y out nuinbiT hI 
our forco by four to ono, 

Tho Yoonianry olUoor docidod not to liold tho villa^o. 
hut to osoorf tho j)ri'>onor.s to th<' Ibitisli linos. 'rh<‘ 
oiit'iny in tlio failing lighf look this largo party to Ik‘ (ho 
Dritidi attaoking tho hill, and sIi'IImI llu'in. In tlio 
confii-.ion som ' 'rnrk-> got. aw>iy, but (ho Yoomon 
brou. 4 h(. in oighi ollioor^ and mmi, moro than twii-< 
t ho niimhor of our Ions', 

.Ali Kaud I’asha, aided by his reinforcements 
from Northern Syria, liad done his best to kei‘p 
the Britisli from .lorusaUjm, and, as Sir Philip 
(’hetwode said, “certain Turkish divisions, as 
always, fought likii tigi'is.” The enemy offen- 
siv(‘ in no way, howevta’, affected the positions 
taken up by the British on Novemlier 22, nor 
did it impede (he progress of General Allenby’s 
])r(‘pa rat ions. 'These completed, IheGommander- 
ind'hit'f fixed Deciunher 8 for the attack on 
Jerusalem. There was to he, if possible, no 
lighting close to the city and no injury to any of 
its hnildings. Cteneral Allenby’s plan was to 


* Am hi'c.imo good '^t nitrgist'^ tho 'I’urkM did not confine 
llieir offensive to the hill ettuntry. but demonstrated 
agiuiisl tht> Ib’ilisli h'ft by .roi)[)ji. On Xovembt'r 2.'> 
111 ‘ Itritish lulvatieeil post,-^ north of th ' Auja were driwu 
aert)-- the river, and in the Mueeeodmg days the Turks 
assailed tlu' front prof eel ing . Joppa. In an attack on 
the night of Nnvemher I’d an enemy party leO strong 
])eii«'t raltal th«' outpost line north-east of the 
hut. next morning (he wdiolo Jio.slile dotaohment W’as 
.surrounded and captured by Australian T.ight Horso. 
Thi.M was not the only retaliatory move of (Ik' Ih'iti.Mh ; 
40 men from an Ka-st (bounty Regiment attaeked a {»ost 
on thi^ Anja lield by over 100 'I’urkM, killed 50, and 
broughi baek prison''r.M, 


push his troops on the Nebi Samwil-Beth llorop 
lint; north-east astride tho Jcrusalem-Shcchen 
road, while other troops coming from the soutl. 
were to strike east between Jerusalem am: 
Jericho. If this plan succoodod tho JJoIn 
City would he cut off from help. Tho plurt 
did succeed, but tho 1’iirkish forces with 
tirevv before the net round Jerusalem wu 
complete. 

The Jerusalem operations proper b(*gaii on 
Beceiiiber 4. Since their famous fight at 
Khuweilfoh on November 11 tho SJrd (Welsin 
Division had not budged from tlieir position 
some 11 miles north of Betusheba. Now 
they wore employed for tho turning movement, 
against Jerusalem from the south, ^^’ith some 
Home (kinnty troops and a cavalry n'ginu'iil 
lln;y moved from tluur camp on December I 
northward. The region into whicli they moxed 
was eminently suitalJe for defenei*, but the 
Welsh troops found that llu' Turks had with 
drawn, and on Di'cember b, without opposition, 
they ent(‘r(‘d llehron, (he city of Abndunii, and 
David’s capital before he eoiupiertul Jerusalem. 
By tho ev(‘ning of th(‘ btb th(‘ bead of tlx' 
(;olumn was 10 mil(‘s norlii of Hebron, it wim 
seliedulod to reaeii Betlib’hem on th<‘ 7th and 
tlu' southtTii outskii'ts of .leriisalem by dawn 
on (ho 8th, and so eardiil was General Allenby 
that nothing should be done to injuri^ an\ 
saer(‘d sit(‘ that the column wtis instructed (bat 
no troops well' to ('liter the city. On Decern 
Ix'f 7, however, tiu' weatlu'i* broke, and bn 
thive days rain was almost eontiiiuoiis. J'iie 
hill s wero c<JV(‘red with mist, the roads rendered 
almost impassable. In the.se eircumstanei's tlie 
[U'ogress of the column was delayed, and on iIm 
morning of the 8th it was still some distanee 
south of Jerusalem. The d(day was not alle 
getlK.'i* dui; to the wi'atlier, but to the detei 
miiiation not to injure the place wIk'iv Ghu-' 
was born. Bethlehem had been chosen liy Hi* 
Turks as. their advaiwed southern line' and tla n 
had po.sted tlu'ir guns in such a position tb! 
eonnter-battery work w’ould have endangei- 1 
the village; eonsetpieni ly the British w 
shelled without being allowed to r(;ply. I' ’ 
in the end tlay drove; hack tla; ('iiemy, ai 1 
found the village, sacred by so many a- 
eiations, uninjured. 

.Despite rain, mud, mist and inti'iisc' cold, a 1 
tho diday to tlu; southern eolumii (wdiieli n- 
constituted Allenby’s rigJit flank) tho attack 
the enemy positions guarding the She(*li‘ * 
(Nablus) road was delivered on the 8th 
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JERUSALEM FROM THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. 


jinarj^od. It was a day aalculati'd to try tin*- 
s(out(‘st troops. Obsorv^atioii from tlio air was 
(piito impossible, ami somo of the roads lunl 
b(‘(.‘ome siK'li cpiaj^nires that the K’^ns could not 
be brougliit up. The Turk^, too, had pIaoe«l 
f lu‘ir best troops in the field, orj^anized stoi’minj; 
eoinj)anies, equipped witli the best Uerman 
skill. And these Turks jmt up so stout a 
resistance that all the troops aral otiieials left in 
•lenisalein were able to get away — not nortli- 
ward to Sheeheni, but eastward to Jericlio. 


J’h(‘ tlay's fighting is tlms di r rilsMl l>v < <enei’al 

Allenbv : — 

lunved iiilw jiK-itiuii- hi ,1- «*iiil)l v t\\ 
iiitrla, arnl, Jit. *la\vn on ll»»' Sili, soo/i < arn«'<l 

Jhrir first tjhj x-(i\ fs. 'rii*‘y f!rn 

tn-wanl. m*T(‘ yiliy-ifMl iliHifiil! y ol flitiiJuiiy tlio 

-.•p Hinl rofky i.nrJ ( lo-Hiiy lli- <]<■.•/) vaJt'y" 

v«Miia Imvo suDif-fsl In n-iulcr .irid tlic 

<*nr«»uiif'’r«'(l wu-; (•«)h-i<t‘rnl)l«‘. Artillery 
iifjpoit was soon ilitliriilt, 'ouing In lha lenyth of tho 
dvnnro ami tlm dininilly ‘>f moviiiK ymi-. forward, 
lint by alKMif 1100/1 boialoii (roof)- bad already advanced 
over Iw’o miles, and were .'vvinyiny norfb-east to gain 
the Xablus-dern-aleni road ; wJiib' ibi; Yeomanry had 
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onptiirod tho IJoil Ik.^a s]>ur, urid uv‘ro propariiig for 
a fiii'lhi*r udvancn. 

As tlio right column [that from Ilohron] had hccii 
d()lay<»d ... it um-. Jirc.'-.-Mry for tho London troops 
to throw hack thiar ri; 4 ht and form a dcfondvo flank 
facing oast towards dorii'alcan, Irorrj tho wosltirn ont- 
•^kirt-H of which cf)ii>id •rnhlc rill* and arlillory firo w»w 
boing (*xperionc(*d. 



MAJOR-GENERAL SIR L. J. BOLS, K.G.M.G., 
Chief of Staff to General Sir Edmund Allenby. 

'I'liis didayod tho aflvaiioo, and early in tho afternoon 
it w<is de(:i<I(^d to consolidate the line g.iiin'd and resnnm 
the advance imxt- day, wluni the ri; 4 ht eohimn would be 
in a position to ex<‘rt its pressunn By nightfall our 
line ra.ii from Nebi Sninwil to the east of Ifeit Jk^a, 
t hroijgh Lifta to a [i )int about 1 tnik's west of Jeru- 
salem, whence it was thrown back facing east. All 
the (Manny’s [irepared defences w<‘->t aiul north-west of 
Jerusalem ha. I bcim captunal, aiul our troop.s were 
within a short di't<inco of the Nablus-Jorusalem road. 

'I’lio L(3ndon troops ami Yeomanry Inul displayeil 
great onduranco in dilhcult conditions. 'J’he London 
trooj)s especially, after a night march in lienvy rain 
to riMch their positions of deployment, had made an 
advance of three to four miles in ditlicult hills in the 
face of stubborn opposition. 

During the day about .‘{t)0 prisoners wen' taken and 
many Turks killed. Our ow;i casiialtie.s were light. 

Ill Jofusak'in it was a day of great tension — 
Oio inhabitants and tho Turks lillod with 
alt(^rnato and contrary hofics and fears. 

'I’owards dusk (says the eorrespondent of The Tima* 
already quoteil) tho British troops w«*re reported to 
liavo passed Lifta, and to he within sight, of tho city. 
On Ihi.s nows being received a sudden pauie fell on tho 
'L’urks west and south-west ('f the town, and at five in 
the afternoon eiviliaiis w«‘re surprised to see a Turkish 
tiMMsp.irl column g dinping furioudy citywards along tho 
Jaff V road. In pas-^ing they alarmed all units within 
sight or hearing, and the wearied infantry arose ami 
fl.'d, bootless, ami without rifles, never pau.sing to think 
or to liglit. S )m*» Wv're flogged from behind by ol1[ic«*r.s 
and were cornp ‘lied to piek up their arms; olhor.-= 
Htagg-*reil on through the mud, augmenting the confudou 
of the retreat. 

After four centuries of conquest tlm Turk was nhhling 
the laud of his presence jn the bitterness of defeat, 
and a great enthusiasm aro-e among the Jews. “Tho 
'rurk*-* are rmuu'ig.’’ f hoy called ; “ l,h<* day of delivt'rance 
is com*.” 'I’he nightmare was fust pas'iing away, but 
the 'Pnrk still lingered. In tho ovoning ho fired his 
guns continuously. 


About midnight tlie governor, Tzzot Boy, wont 
personally to tho telegraph olTico, discharged the staff, 
and himself smashed tho instruments with a hatnrnor. 
At 2 a.rn. on Sunday ( December 9) tired Turks began 
to troop through the JalTa gate from tho west and south- 
we.st, and anxious watchers, peering out through tho 
windows of llio grand new hotel to loam the moaning 
of the tramping, wore choored hy th<! .sullen remark of an 
ofneer, ‘‘Gitmaya inojbooru/ ” (Wc’vo got to go), and 
from two till seven that morning tho Turks .streamed 
through and out of the city, wiiich echoed for tho last 
time their shuniiiig tramp. 

Thus wlicii cMtly on llecombcr 9 the British 
advauoo wtis resuiuod tho London troops and 
'll ooinafiry, driviiify })a(‘k woak roarg^nards, had 
no difhciilty in securing tho Shochem road. 
Thoy oc(uipi(Ml strong ground astride the road 
four miles north of tho city. Moantime Welsh 
and (’hoshiro troops swinging north-east from 
tho Hothlohom direction got across tho Jericho 
road, a little whilo after the main Tui’kisli 
force had ])asscd in its flight eastward. 
Some com])anios liad heen left on the Mount 
of Olives to cover the (‘iiemy retreat and 
these sh(*lled the British. Ihit tlieir guns 
w(*ro sileneed and they wimi* driven from the 
Mount by ^\h*lsh troops. That was tho end of 
tho lighting. 

]/.zot Bey, th(' last civil ofiicial to leave 
Jerusalem, Imd lid’t behind a lettiu* of surrendoF*, 
“ which tho mayor, as the sun ros(‘, set forth to 
deliv'^er to tlie Jlritish eommniuh'r, accompanied 
by a few frightened ]>()liecmen holding two 
ti’emidous whitt' Hags. Jlc walked towai'ds tho 
J..ifta Hill, and uK't tho fiisi armed deiiv('r(*r.s 
on a spot wliich may he maiked in tho futiiro 
with a white stone as tho site of an Jiistoric 
episode.” It was tho 2072nd anniversary of tlie 
tlay on AvhicJi Judas ]Maeeabeus had recaptm’ed 
tlie Temple fi’om tho Solusids. 

The King rightly interpreted tho general 
fei'ling wlien, on receiving nows that Jerusalem 
Jiad been ea])turod, without injury to any of tho 
Holy Places, ho declared that ” ho joined with 
his people throughout tho British Empire in 
welcoming tlio joyous tidings of this memorablo 
feat of Briti.sli Arms.” For his service General 
Allenby was awarded tho G.C.M.G. — a specially 
appropriate lioiiour for tho soldier who laid 
lies tod tho Union Jack over tho tomb of St. 
(kmrgo — and rewards wore bestowed o.n his cJiief 
lieutenants.* Particular care was taken, how- 
ever, to ilomonstrate that the eampa’gn was not 
directed against Islam, hut for tlie liberation of 
all the jK'ojiles of Palestine — Christians, tJew.s 
and Mo.Jems alike — fro.n tho tyranny of the 

* GoncraD Jhilfin and Chetwodo received tho K.C.B., 
General BjIs tho K.C.M.G. 
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Osmaiilis, and that Franco and Italy fully asso- 
ciated themselves in this policy. Bortou Pasha, 
a iiigh British official in tho Bgyptiau service, 
was at once appointed military gov(‘i*nor, order 
restored in tho city and tho safety of the saenul 
twites secured. 

Cioncral Allenby made his official entry into 


(which lit! luul not. coii.iucrvd) |!) pre- 

viously. The process:,),, ,v;;.s «|„)l|y „„ foot. 
A httio before noon o fiuiir.l „f i,k) ,n,.„ 
drawn up on eitlier si,le of (|„. .lufiU ^,,pe, whoso 
iron iloors ure rarely op,.,,,.,!. ICxc.ry ,„o„ of 
th:.s gu,;rd hid been earefully chosen— they 



[I'alesHm \*;ju tai p-t tog. aph, 

HE entry of general ALLENBY INTO JERtSALEM BY 'lUt JAFFA GATE. 
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represented England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, 
Australia, New Zealand, India, France, and 
1 1 ftly . At midday came General A1 lenby , accom- 
panied by a few members of his staff and by 
( ol. Picot, head of the French Political Mission, 
tlie coMunanders of the French and Italian 
<lotachinents and by the military attach^ of 
France, Italy, and the United States. The 
.small company was met by Borton Paslia, and 
passing under the Jaffa gate turned to the right 
into the Armenian quarter — the ancient Zion — 
and lialted at the Citadel, built on the site of 
David’s palace. On the steps of the Citiulel, 
))y the base of the Tower of David, the pro- 
« Mission halted and a proclamation addressed 
•• To the inhabitants of Jorusalein the Blessed 
and the iDOOplo dwelling in the vicinity ” was 
K ud in Arabic, Hebrew, English, French, Italian, 

( Jn'ck, and Russian. It announced the estab- 
lishment of martial law, but “ lest any of you 
sliould be alarmed by reason of your experience 
at tlie hands of the enemy . . . every person 
should pursue his lawfid business without fear 
of ijiteiTU[)tion.” The proclamation pro- 
1‘i‘eded ; 

Flirt licnuoi», since your City is regarded with affection 
fiy tliM adherents of three of tho groat, religious of mui, 
knid, and its soil has hoeu consecrated by tho pray<»r.s an 
[algriinages of multitudes of devout people of these tlire 
ivliufions for many centuries, therefore do I make knowi 
to you tliat every sacrod building, moniuuejit, Holy spo 
"hrine, traditional site, eiulowinent, pious bequest, e 
<‘u-<U)n-iary place of prayer, of whatsoever form of tl 
three relisjtions, will be ina.inluiii(‘<l and protected accord- 
iu)^ to tho existing customs and beliefs of those to whose 
fiiiths they are sacred. 

ddiis charter of frtHMlom for ail Faiths having 
b< (*ii read, tlie company walked up Zioii Street 
to the barrack square, .where General Allenby 
received the heads of tho civil communities 
au<l other notables and deputies of the deported 
leaders of the various Christian confessions. The 
mayor and the mufti, the sheiklis in charge of 
t Jh^ mosques of Omar and Aska, representatives 
of the Jewish committees and of the Anglican, 
bat, ill. Orthodox, Greek (^xtholic, Armenian, 
iSyrian and Coptic Churches, and tho Abyssinian 
Bishop were all presented, and finally tho 
^'pauish Consul, who, as almost tho only neutral 
<liplomatic personage iu Jerusalem, had charge 
of the interests of most of the belligerents. Tho 
l)r(\s(‘ntations over. General Allenby returned to 
the Jaffa gate. Not until ho was outside the 
ualls did he mount his horse. The simplicity 
<uid sincerity which had marked tho whole 
< <Temony created a deep impression on the 
ndiabitants of Jerusalem, an impression 


heightened by tlie measures enforced for tho 
protection of tho Holy Sites. While other 
Christian and Jewisli sa\cred sites wt're jilacc'd 
imdor guards belonging to those faiths, the 
hereditary Moslem custodians of the Chureli of 
the Holy Sopnlchro were asked to tak(' up tluur 
accustomed duties “ iu remembrance of the 
magnanimous act of the Caliiih Omar, wlu» 
protected that Church.” 

Thus Jerusalem passed from under the 
military domination of tho Gormans and tlie 
Turks. And having lost the Holy City by 
arms, they immediately set on foot a camjiaign 
of words, to doprivo tho liberators, if possible, 
of tho moral results of their aebievoinent. 

” Jerusalem has been evacuated,” the ( Jeiman 
wireless aimouncod on December 12. J'he 
most important reason for the decision lo 
evaenato it voluntarily was the fact that no 
nation in tho world whieli bi‘lioves in (Jod eouhl 
wish its sacred S(»il to be tlie serMio of bloody 
battles. The keeping of a town whieli is 
worthless from a military point of view was of 
no importaiico in (fonqiarison with this eon- 
sideration.” 

Notwithstanding their protestation, the 
enemy, as lias boon shown, had done their bc'st 
to “ dismal itlo ” Jerusahan from tlio religious 
point of view by doporting tlio J^vtriarelis of 
tho sovoral Clmstian confc'ssions, as w(‘ll as 
selectod notables from the Christian ainl 
Jewish eomiiuinitics. Without incurring the 
odium of destroying the saiu’od edifices, tlay 
believed that tlu\y could in tliis way paralyse 
tho religious life that eeutred in tlu'iii and 
interrupt the mainteiiauce of tlio several 
rites. 

This action on the part of the Turco-Germaii 
military authorities was supplemented by 
propaganda in the (hM'inaii Press. A “ (’atholie 
Theologian” in the Cologne (iazrtta develo])od 
the thesis that the earthly J(‘riisal('iu had no 
“religious value” for Christians, and implied 
that tho heavenly JiTusaleni “which no vile 
Englishman could conquer was still within 
Germany’s Alnclttsphurr. Herr Xauniann, the 
gifted author of “ Mit tolcuropa,” took a siaiti- 
mcntal line. “ The real Jorusal(*in,” he argued, 
“ the place where Jesus died, the place whence 
proceeded the Holy Spirit,” had been preserved 
in tho sympathetic atmosphoro of Turkish 
rule. But now Jerusalem was to bo included 
iji the modern, technical, commercial, ca]iitalist, 
English-international system, and ” under 
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lOnglish guidance would be improved in the 
Wofttorn sense.’* 

The instinctive perception that the Turco- 
dennan r6(jhno was not destined to I’Cturn 
was an interesting symjitom in the case of a 
historian of ilin'r Naiimann’a intuitive power ; 
but from the beginning of the British occupation 
his eliaracfterization of the change that had 
occurred was ta liiMl by the course of events 
in .]erusal(‘m itself. Ottoman rule in Jerusalem 
was just four (centuries old ; Oermahy did not 
begin to east her shadow tliere till the Kaiser's 
visit in 1898; both w('re passing incidents in 
the city’s jiolitieal history, ami in her religious 
history they had not counted at all. 

'riie Turks ruled Jerusalem politically by the 
rig] it of the sword. Tliey luul no religious 
footing there (!xe(*pt through their adherence 
to Islam, which they shared with the majority 
of the nati\'e Arabic-speaking population. But 
under th<^ reign of the (.^jinmitteo of Union and 
rrogr(\ss, and (‘specially during the military 
dictatorship of Djemal Basha since the begin- 
ning of the war, they had r(?])udiated the 
religious liond in favour of a vioh'iit-lianded 
nationalism, and (‘inploycd their political power 
to assail their Arab eo-religionists with a racial 
war. As at Damascus and Beirut, so in 


Palestine, Djemal singled out his victim^ 
among the Arab leaders, and it is easy t. 
understand their relief at the removal of tli' 
Turkish menace. 

The Moslem custodians of the Holy Placi 
likewise expr(‘f;sed their satisfaction w!l!, 
CJeneral Alleiiby’s dispositions, and tho satetv 
of the Mostpie of Omar was at once assured h\ 
the detailment of a guard of Indian MosK^ui 
from the 12.‘}rd Outram’s Bines. The departure 
of the self-styled “ Turanian ” Turks thus mad* 
no interruption in the Moslem tradition ot 
IJ centuries, and the gratitude of the Amh 
nation was promptly expressed on Docernbor l:> 
by a joint Moskim-Clnistian delegation froin 
tho Syrian and Palestinian colonies in CJreat 
Britain to tho War Cabinet. This delegation 
expressed, in its address, “the hope and 
as-airance that His Majesty’s armies and th* 
French and Italian contingents would contiiim 
their victorious march for the deliverance (»t 
tho populations they were freeing from I In 
despotism of Turkish rule’’; and the King nt 
the Ibnlja/,, the acknowledged re])resentali\r 
of the Aral) risorfji)ncnlOy declared his afipiw- 
ciation of “the care and solicitude shown («> 
the Holy Placets,’’ and ascribed the victory In 
the justice of the British cause. 



e offtfim phoiegrop" 

THH SCENE ON THE STEPS OF THE CITADEL AT THE FOOT OF THE TOWE) 

OF DAVID. 

The officer holding a paper in his hands is reading the Proclamation in English. 
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r.FNKHAL ALLENHY RECEIVES THE CITY NOTABLES IN THE BARRACK SOCARE. 


'riio ]ib(‘rati()n of Jonisal(‘iii iiioant still 
innir to tlio .Jews, for wliilo it is only tho tliiinl 
III sanctity of the MosNan Holy Pla(*(‘s» it is 
the |3('(‘uliar ^hI•in(? of Judaism in tlu‘ siaise 
in which Mecca and Medina are of Islam. 'Pile 
Ihitish advance freed not only tlaMiiost sacrerl 
places of anciiMit Jewry, hut the site inark(Ml 
out for the fut ure Jc'wish univei'sity, and also 
.ihout 20 out of the 40 and more agricultural 
<-nh)ihes founded hy .Jewish immigrants in 
l‘alestint' during the last generation. 

Phis .Jewish colonizing movement lias ln*en 
<h‘scrihc^il in Chapter CCXVMF. Th(‘ British 
advance ovei* the territory in which th<* more 
Muitherly colonies are situattnl was so rapid 
that the Tuiks had no lime to lay them waste 
Buildings, plantations and public works were 
J<"md practically intact; only the live-stock 
•Mid, unhappily, a large proportion of the able- 
bodied male population had beencommandcertHl. 
I hese colonies offered an invaluable nucleus for 
tin* procf^ss of reconstruction, and before many 
^^eeks had passed a Zionist Commission, hcade^l 
by the President of the English Zionist Federa- 
tion, Doctor Weizmaim, was dispatched to 
Palestine with the authorization of the British 
t •o\ crnmont. Their ta.sk was to reconstruct 
the ruins, not of thro^ yeai-s, but of eight^n 
•uicl a half centuries, for .Jewry had lain in 
Huns in Palestine since Titus destroyed Jeru- 


^al(‘m in the year 7h a.d. For th(‘ first tiiiu’ 
since that catast l•o|)he, conditions in Palestinr 
had b(‘conu' t’a\’oni*abl(* foi’ the nJiuilding of 
.lewish society tluMc. 

'Ph(' (Jermans lealizc'd how this benefic<*nt 
(‘ffect. of the Brifisli success would infhi(‘ncc 
Jiwvisli sympathies all o\ci* the world, and w'cn* 
anxious to maki* some counti*r-movc little 
prosjHH'.t though they had of reversing facts by 
jiropaganda. But the susei*pt ibilit ies of th(‘ir 
'PurkLsh allies were giii*vously in the way. 'Phe 
avowed war aims of the (’ommilt(‘e of Union 
and Progr(‘.ss were the integrity, centralization, 
and “ 'Punutication ” of the Ottoman Fiinpiio 
'Phey (M)uld not forgivi* the (lermans foi- having 
left them militarily in tlu' lurch, and t heir anger 
grew as they watcheil tin* (Jerman (Jovernment. 
appropriating for itself vast t<*rritories in 
Phirope at the expense! of Bu.ssia. "Palaat was 
demamling Oerman militaiy aid, and until that 
was forthcoming he did not. see w'hy he should 
disavow his ])art y ^s war a ims in ore h*r f o enhan<*e 
(lermaiiy’s ])opularity with the .lews. It was, 
therefore, not surprising that when J’alaat was 
induced to grant an interview on the* subjcH'.t of 
Zionism to the eorrespondent of the Vosiisrhe 
Ze/7anf/at(’on.stantinople, liis statements should 
not prove hdicitous from tho (Jennan point of 
view. In this interview' Talaat dismi.ssed Mr. 
Balfour’s letter as “an imposture,” enlarg(5d 
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(somewhat tactlessly, corisiclciing the recent 
Djcinul retjhm) on past t'avouT*s shown to Jews 
by Turks, t4Uke<l of the limited capacity of 
Palestine for colonization, insisteci that all 
Jewish colonists miLst become naturalized 
Ottoman subjects, and rcpcat<*d sev'eral times 
that Jews could be .t^iven no sf)ecial privi- 
h'ges over and above those enjoy c‘d by other 
Ottoman citizc^ns -an ominous charter of 
rif^hts, since it exposed Jews under Turkish 
dominion to the same fate as Arabs, (treeks and 
Armenians. 

Jahiat’s staU’i^KMit was criticized severely by 
the J(avish Press, which pointed out that the 
good faitli of the British (lovcMnment was 
guarantee<l by the offers of torritoiy for Jewish 
colonization at VA Arish and in Kast Africa long 
Ixdore tin? war, as well as by the ])rompt assent, 
after the <leliv(‘<ranc(* of .lerusalcm, ‘ to the 
dispatch of a Zionist Commission. Turco- 
(bM'inan propaganda, was c(pially unsuccessful 
in trying to creat(‘ t rouble between England and 
Prance. J'he French interests in Syria were 
admitted by the whol<* world ((except, of course, 
by tlu' Turks and (lermaiLs tliemselves), and it 
was no secret that France had at one tina* 
regaidtsl Palestim' as falling within the Syrian 
sphere. But it was a naive supposition t hat the 
Allies had embarloHl on the Palcwtiniari cam- 
paign without having arrived at a common 
political programme. On February 9 a Zionist 
representative, M. Sokoloff, was otlicially 
infornuMl at Paris by M. Pichon that “the 
understanding b<*tween the French and British 
( Jovernment s was complete conc<n-ning the 
((uestion of the establishment of the .lews in 
Palestine.” The simple announcement of an 
obvious fact was suHicu'nt to bring enemy 
pro[)agaiula in tliis direction to an imd. 

'Fhe significance of the liberation of Jerusalem 
for Tuiks and (Jermans, Arabs and .few^s, has 
now been described, but the survey would not 
bt‘ completi' without some account of its 
reception by the Koman Catholic Church. 
Throughout the war the Vatican preserved 
.scrupulous neutrality as a political power, but 
only the Pope’s enemies accused him of being 
inditTerent towards the moral issues wliich the 
VV'ar raised, or tow'ards events in which his 
(Jnirch was affected as a religious and an 
international soci<‘ty. The transfcrenco of the 
Christian sanctuaries at Jerusalem from an 


exclusively Moslem rule to a regime in whici, 
none of the religions to which Jerusalem wa^ 
holy was to have political precedence ovr, 
another, was naturally a cause of satiafacJi.m 
to HLs Holiness as the religious head of thr 
Konian Catholic Church, and on December l:i 
the Cardinal V^’car accordingly published i 
pnjclamation announcing a thanksgiving servi< r 
in the Dasilica of Santa Croce in GerusalcmiiM' 
for the Sunday follow'ing. The official organ <»l' 
the Vatican, the Osaervntore Romatw^ coui- 
I non ted that “ the entry of the British troojjM 
intf) .b'rnsalem had been reciav<*d with satisfac- 
tion by all, and especially by Catholics,” and 
addtxl that “ the conceptions of libtnty aid 
fair-mindcdiu^s which inspire the acts of 
Knglanil ” created confidence that the rights 
anil interests of the Catholic Church w^)uld he 
rt^pocted in Palestine under thi» change, of 
regime. 

The Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten cho.se to 
represent the Vhit lean’s affitude as inconsistiait 
with political neutrality, and the (Jerman 
'’‘Catholic Theologian,” whost^ artiislo in the 
Cologne Gazelle has lieen referi’ed to above, 
roundly declared that “ for us (Jerman (.^atholie.s 
the posse.ssion and fatt^ of .l(‘rusalem are ;i 
purely political question . . and in tlii.s 
political question — let it bo said aloud -w*' 
(Jerman Catholics, as a matter of coimso, stand 
absedutely on the side of our country. We 
represent German inti'rests.” This theologian 
at Cologne, like his “ '^ruranian ” allies at (^)n 
stantinople, was ready, in his intemperate 
nationalism, to sacrifice the unity of th»* 
religious society to which he belonged. III', 
point of view, however, was not shared by tlir 
majority of Catholics in Central Furope, ami 
especially in Aitstria- Hungary. Tt was rumour'*'l 
that the Pope was definitely opposed to any 
attempt to recover .Jerusalem for the 'furks on 
the part of the Central Powers, and that 
pressure was brought to biHvr on the (jJo\ ern 
ments by Catholic influence to obey his wislu '^. 
Such rumours are by their nature incapable of 
verification, but whether or not this one 
correct, there is little doubt that it found a 
ready reception in the iiTitated minds of t!io 
Committee of Union and Progress. It 
indeed, not improbable that the liberation 
.Jerusalem had led to the first serious I'd 
between Berlin, Vienna and Constantinople. 



CHAPTER CCXXVII. 

FROM THE BATTLE OF MESSINES 
TO THE THIRD BATTLE OF YPRES. 


The Ficjhtino in June and Juta', 1917 Situation Hekoke X'erdun -(Ikkm an ( Vincenth ation 

Attack on Junk 28 Slkiht (Jekman (Jains Khenc’h Attack, July IT Mokonvillieks : 
(Jeneral CiOukaud in (Jommand Freni'ii Attack in Mt. (’ornjllet Sei tok, Ji ne 21 Further 
Operations I'Niier (Joukaud — The Okaonne-Reims Area Analysis of the Fkjhtino - 
Kaiser and Frown Princ e- 'Phe Rritish Front- Preparations for Third Rattle of \'pres 
- (Jeneral Allenhy Leaves for Palestine HakPs Demonstrations Rritish Operations 
Near Lens - July 8: (Jehman Succ’ess on the Yser. 


T HF Rattlo of di'scribod in 

Chapt(H‘ F(’XXl\',, was tho last act 
in the inana*iivT*('s preliminary to the 
offensive in Flanders, uiuk'itaken by 
tlie British Fifth and Second Arinii's cornbincMl 
with the French First Army, which bi'gan on 
duly ill, 1917. But while th<' final pre|>a rat ions 
for this nt*w' attack wei’e bein^ eomf)U*ted th<' 
Rattles of Viiny- Arras, Fraomie-Keims and 
Moronvilliers were reneueil on a smaller scale. 
Reyoiid the extremities of tlie /.one in c|ia‘.sti<»n 
th(' (Jerrnans wiae able to inflict a sli^ld reverse 
on the Britisli in front of Nieuport and tem- 
porarily to recrover some of the ground lost by 
the ( ’rown Prince at the conclusion of the Rattle 
of Wrdun. 

This ehajiter will deal with these various 
encounters, viz., in the Ycrdiiii region, the 
actions on tla^ Moronvilliers and Fbemin dc's 
Dames ridges, the combats south and north of 
the Scarpe in the regions of Lens and Ypres, 
and the .struggle round Lombartzydi^ on the 
coast of tlie North Sea between Nieuport and 
Ost(*nd. 

The German success north of Verdun preceded 
the great French victory gained by (Jeneral 
(Juillauinat on August 20 north of Verdun, 
Voi. XV.— Part 188 


while th(‘ <l(‘sp(‘rate struggU's on and w<‘st of tho 
Chemin des Dames ridge w(‘re preliminary to 
the* dt'<*isiv(' Rattle of .Malmaisou won by 
(Jeneral Maistre on Oeloher 2.‘{ The retuaind(*r 
of the op(‘rations to la* deserib«‘d w(‘ii^ fi’anght 
witli no important eonse(|ueue(*s. 'I’la* h'l’eneh 
di<l not desee'ud the U()rth(*rn sl(»p(*s of the 
M oroiivillie*rs hills, lutr did tla* Ri’itisli adviuiee* 
eastward from the Seaipe or the \dmy heights. 
Neither did t In* enemy at t(*mpl- b) follow up the 
advantages he* had gaiue‘d at Leimbait zyek* nor 
se*e‘k te» ])ush farlhe*i‘ foiwai’d in the* X’enluu 
re'gieai. 

Refore* t hese* varieais e*iieount e*rs are'; ele*sci il)e*d 
the* re*aeler shoiihl be5 re*minele*ei that, after the; 
fiiilure* e)f (Je‘ne*red Xive'lle*, in A[>ril 1917, tei 
burst his way 1bre)ugl» tlie ( Je*rmiin Iiue*s iute> 
the* plain eif Laon, the*re; ha, el l)e*e;u a raelical 
eliange* in the- strate-gy e)f the; Alliens. 'Phe; 
Fre*nch re-ve*rte‘el t e) t he* pleii e)f iimite-el objee*t ive*H, 
ane! the‘ir e)n’e-nsive* e»n tlie* right end e*e‘utre* was 
lie) longe*!* e)f se> aggi*e-ssi ve- a churue-te-r, w'liih* the.; 
original plan of Sir Doughis Haig, whie-h had 
be*en fe)r a time; snspeaieh‘el tei e*nable* him to 
siippe>rt the Fre‘ne-h, was now re;ve‘rted te). Thci 
main Rritish e*ffe)rl was li(;ne*efe.)rtli te> be 
dinieted north of the Lys, anel it was to be 
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supported by a French Army in Flanders. 
For (lenerals Pi^tain and Foch, who took over 
the direction of the French forces at the end 
of April, hacl decided, in view of the losses 
suffercid at the Patties of Craonne-Koiins and 
Moronvilliers, tliat this course was better suited 
to the situation. Tlie lapid dissolution of the 
Russian Army — even the Russian contingent 
whicli had fought at Craoime-Reims liad be- 
come (lisaffoetod — induced them to adopt this 
more ntodest pai t, and they d(^termined, there- 
fore, to await tlio arriv^al of the American forces 
before committing t liemscdves to o])(‘rations on 
a great scale, ddiey were content to finish off, 
as it were, the Battles of (haonne- Reims and 
Moronvilliers, and, hut for the (lerman offen- 
siv(^ west of tlie Meuse and north of Verdun on 
June 29, it maiy well Ix^ douht(‘d whether they 
would have embarked in 1917 in any consider- 
able batthi in Lorndne. That IVdain and Foch 
had niad the Furo[)eafi situaition j'ightly wais 
shown by the comphjte hiilure of Brussiloff aind 
Korniloff in July to galvanize* the Kussia^ Army 
into action agaiinsf (h'rmtms and Austro-Hun- 
garians, and also by the? une‘xpe*cte?d e‘ollaf)se 
in Novembe?r e)f a part eaf the I talian Ai iny in t fie 
Julian Alps. On the? (le?rman side also the*re 
was for a time? ji distinct tendency to adhere to 


defensive tactics which were dictated "by the 
defeats of Arras- Vimy, Craonne-Reirns, Moron 
villiers and, above all, Messines. 

In Chapter CLXVI. the conclueling phase of 
the First Battle eif Verdun was described. At the* 
opening of that gigantic struggle the French 
lino had run from just south of Boiireillcs, on 
the eastern edge of the Argonno forest land, 
nortli (eastwards betwoon the Bois do Mont- 
faucon and the Bois do Malancourt to Forges 
and the glen from Forge's de-sce?nding to fte 
JMenise. On the west side of the river it, cove rexl 
the Che'ppy and Avocoiirt. Wooels, tlio villagers 
of Malancourt ariel Botliincourt to their east. 
Hill which rise's mielway bctw’(?on those 

villagers to tlieir south, the Mort Homme (Hill 
295) between Hill .‘104 anel the Meuse-, and 
Ue*giR?vilIe e>n the? le?ft bank eif tho rive?r. The? 
Bois elc Forge'S, nortii e>f Forge's, was in the? 
pe)sse‘ssie>n ot t.lie* e'ne?niy. Freirn Feirgcs tej 
Verelun as tho crow llu?s is a distance of some? 
nine miles. 

(Veissing the? Meuse*, whie*]i, unlike the? Bys, 
is a tairly wielo river, t hf‘ l^’'rcnch lino pr()ce'cele?(l 
almeist elue oastwarels between Conse?nvoye eind 
Brabant-sur-Meuse* e)ve?r the heights of the? 
Me'usc? to Orne's e>n their e‘»iste'rn slope's. Freiiu 
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Hll.l. 304 FKOM ESNKS. 


OriM’S it struck down soMtli-<‘»i.st\Mirds b«‘lo\v 
till' Twins of OriH's n. nainc gi\<‘n to two 
Jiills i\ littio liighor < liun llx- Mort Monnn<' 
into tin* woodod and wator-|)a.t(‘lird plain of 
the \\’o<‘\'r(‘, passing just wost of l'’tain j'.nd 
iki/.v. It th(‘ii ran sharpiy hack to (lie >[<‘11^0 
H(*iglits ; going round (‘ast of t’rcsncs aiul 
descending (host' hciglits to tli<‘ soutlHTii <*n- 
vinms of hi‘s h^parges, 'riicncc* it dcsct'iidcd 
: out li-sfMit n-cast wards to the .Meus<', which if. 
cr‘ 5 s.s(‘d north-west of St. .Mihiel. (’nrxiiig 
west of St. Mihiel, it n'cro.ssiMl Ixith t lie Mimiso 
a,Ti(i th(‘ .Meuse Heights aiul again entered tlie 
W’oiwre. heroin St. iNliliiel to \'erdnn is a. 
distance of some 2 d miles, from \ erduii to the, 
tni'thest, Kn'ia-h outpost in tiie W oi*\ re. wa.s 
I t miles or so. 

\ erdnn, tra.vers(‘d hy tlie .\hms«', is in a 
hollow, d’he HeigJits ot the Meii.se. a, cult ivat<*d 
and wixxled plateau rather tlian a ra.ng<* of 
hills, on an average, some odd h-et above the* 
.'•tream and li\'e or six miles laoad. a.re the 
Mi’.fural deftaiees of Verdun, on tlie must a,nd 
north. Ix)w liills on th(^ h'ft ba.nk of the 
M 'u. e lie l)(‘tw(*en Hill .‘504 and N'enlun. South 
ot Mill 204 and of the Avociau’t a.nd Cheppy 

ood.s is the great Foret d(^ Hesse, exfi'iKling 
Iroin the Argonne to within a few miles of the 

It will be recolleett'd tliat a.t th(^ na.ttli* of 
^<‘idnn the Hermans forct'd tlx* French to 
'withdraw troin tlx* piain of the A\'oevre to the 
M» ijs(* HeigJits, and that tliey fought tlx*ir way 
aiThwards along tJioso lieights to the south 
*‘‘**’f Vaux, reaching a ]>oint less tJian five 
' Irom Venluji itself. On the west Jjaiik 


of 1 lx‘ Mtaisi', how every ! bough t he Kri'iirdi ba.d 
beiai obligc'd to <waeiia.le Korges, Helbint'oiirt, 
.Mala leonrt. and Ih'gneville, lh(‘v bad r(‘taineil 
the southern slopi's ot MorV llomiiK* a.nd Hill 
‘>d4 a.nd the villa.g<! of AvoiMiiirl, and their line 
th<*ne<* t(' I Ik* .Xrgonne pa.ssed bet-wei'ii the 
A\ <M‘onrt •( ’heppy Woods and the Hesse fori si . 
The sont h-ca.st(*ni end of the .Avoconrt. Wood, 
'vil h till* eclchra.l t'l I .\voeoiirf Hcilonlil, re- 
mained in their pitsscssion. 

On tlie lift (west) bank of the Meuse the 
situation laul become slaliona-iy by .Inne llJKi ; 
on the right hank the sfationarv sfa,go ot tlio 
ba.tt|e ha.d not been r(‘aehed till Oecenilier 17. 
OnOi-tober 24, < Jeneral Ma.ngin had I'eeapt.nred 
the X'illage and. hoi l of I )oiianmont , nort h of 
K<a’t \ a.nx, a.nd on November I t he (Jermans 
retired from tiie latter fort. 4'he village ol 
Vanx, north of it, wa.s retaken on the nth. 
Soint* davs la.ler, on Deeemher I ”>-17, .Ma.ngin 
eoinplelf‘ly defea.ted the ( lermans north ot Kort 
Donanmont, ta.king ll,iittd prisoners a.iid re- 
eaptnring Xhu-heranville on the Meuse, (he 
Toivn* Hill, Lonvenionf, He/.onvuuix a.nd Ha.r- 
danmiMit with part of the Hois des Hanrieres. 

It will he noticed that (h<* Kreueh. des[)il e 
their victories in Oeloher and December, InxI 
on licit her .side ot the Menso I’eeoverod tbo line 
originally organi/.ed by (haaTa.I .Sarrail during 
a.nd after the Hattie (»f Hie M.uiie. 'the enemy 
from Hresnes northwa.rds t.o He/.onvanx were 
at Ol’ close to the ea.st(‘rn slojies ol the Heights 
of tlx* Meuse a.nd, north of the lino He/.onvanx- 
Viwheranville, they were lirmly entrenched on 
Hiem. hVom \^i,eheranville to V(;rdun is tint 
sonx* five miles, (.'oii.sidering, too, that the 
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Germans south of Verdun in the St. Mihiel 
salient were on the west bfvnk of tJie Meuse, 
the position from th(^ French standpoint wa.s 
still unsatisfaetory. 

Under those circMimstances, General Potain 
and GeiKTal Guillaumat-, the Commander of 
tlie PVoiKih 2nd Army entrusted with the defence 
of VfTdun, could not but view with apprehension 
any renewed activity of the enemy west and 
ea-l of tlK? Mtmso in the Verdiin district. On 
.III lie 1.5, 1917, a German detachment advanced 
to n'connoitre the French lines near Hill il04, 
and the same day another party of the enemy 


(June 9), the abdication of King Constantine 
on June 12, and the safe arrival in France on 
Juno 26 of the first American contingent, ren- 
dered it desirable for the Crown Prince to wipe 
out the memories of his failures by a victorious 
offensive which was to be executed by General 
von Gallwitz. 

Accordingly some 500 guns were secretly 
concentrated opposite the French lines. Those 
lines ran from the south-eastern end of the 
Avocourt Wood, in which our Allies still hehl 
some strong points, by the western and southern 
slopes of Hill 304, across a valley to the southern 
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THE DEFENCES OF THE MORI HOMME AND HII.L m. 


was detected apjDroachiiig the irencht s of our 
AIIie.s in tlu* Iloi.s des Chevaliers on the Heights 
of tlie JMeuse. Both recomiaissances wore 
promptly dispersed by the lire of tlio French 
guns. Four days laUu', on the 19th, the 
G<’rmans vainly attf'mpted to rush some small 
posts near the Caloniu' trench, south-west of 
Les Eparges, the southern pivot of tlie Verdun 
salient. On the 25th, tlie eiunny attacked on a 
minor scale, from the St. Mihiel .salient. 

The movements in the Bois des Chevaliers, 
near l^os Eparges, and in the St. Mihiel salient 
were feints to conceal the real objective of the 
German (^rown Prince, which was on tlie west 
of the Meuse between the Avocourt Wootl and 
the Mort Homme. The political crisis in Ger- 
many, which ended on July 14 with the sub- 
stitution of Herr Michaelis for Herr von Beth- 
inann-Hollw’Og as Chancellor, the depression 
caused in Germany by the Battle of Messines 


slopes of Mort Homme. Between Avocourt 
Wood and Hill 304 thert^ w as a slight d(*pressioM, 
forming a saddle known as the ('ol do ]*oin 
mcrieux. Over it ran the Malancourt-Verduu 
road to the ruined village of Esnes. From Esiu ^ 
another road proceeded northwards along thr 
valley between Hill 304 and the Mort Homin' 
to Bethincourt, which village wtis connected b> 
a cross road with Malancourt. If the (iernuiic 
gainer! the Col do Pommerieux and the suppoi i 
ing '^rcnches behind it they would secure ex ten 
sivo views of the French position in front 
Esnes, and they would be able to attack fron 
the rear the Frencli on the western and southern 
slopes of Hill 304. The Geiinan 10th Besen 
Division was held in readiness for the operatic 
and some of the French trenches on the slop* 
of Hill 304 were facsimiled, shock troops bein 
carefully trained in the appropriate methods fn 
storming such obstacles. 
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GENERAL GUILLAUMAT. 

Commanded the French Second Army at 
Verdun, 1917. 


liad giiiiuni a footing in thr Kirucli front lino 
At 3.4") a. in. on Jnni' 2‘.) an a(ta(‘k by tJic 
( Jonnans (*ast of I fill .301 was r(‘|)nls('(l, but about 
tlio saino tinio aciMirdin^ (o (lio oniMny’iJ 
ronununifiuF a \\’iii’tonif>or^ li'^ina'nl in tho 
Avofoui t W ood sloimt'd !0)0 yards of troiu lios. 
In tho aftrrnoon tlu' Froncb coimtor-al tackod 
wost of Hill .304 and n'<*o\oro<l somo trt‘ia*h<‘s, 
wliilt* tla* (Jornians a.ssaiilt<>d llio t''r(‘ncli linos 
on a front of 1} niilos bolwi*on tbo oast<*rn 
slopes of Hill 301 anti tlio wostorn slojios of 
Molt llonnnt' 

A sipaniron of 10 di'^iiuaintod Hroton 
Dragoons, holding a narrow saliont protruding 
into till* (Jorman t riau-li-systoin on tlu* I'asl- 
si<|(‘ of llill .304, pot lip a lioroie and sncoossful 
rosisian<‘o 'I3u*ii- works had osrapod serious 
daniago during t ho boinbardinont proot'ding 
tho attack, but thoir comimmioal ion trcnclu's 
ha<l boon hloltod out. and t hoy woro practically 
isolaf(‘d. When flu* (lornian.s charged, the 
liout(*nant conuuanding them was l arried away 
in the rush and killed or captured, 'fhe com- 
mand devolved on a non commissionod oOicer 
of 24 years of age, who had boon fiLthting siruM* 


'ThiA last precavition. as it happonod, pre- 
\(*ntcd the attack from b(‘ing a (Mauploti* sur- 
priM* to our Allies. A Kronch Jiirman circling 
behind tho (*nomy's liiu's on a jihotograph- 
ing ('Xpi'dit ion, poicoivcd copies of French 
trenches, r(‘Cogni/a'(l that the trenches cojiied 
wi'i’e some of those on Hill .3t)l, and promptly 
informed (Jeneral (luillauinat of hi.s di>- 
<«)very. 

In t iu* aft ei'noon of .Fune 2S, 1017, t he ( 'row n 
Trince launched his attack. It wa-- prei'oiled 
hy a short but \ iokMil bombanlment from the 
oOU ( ii'i’inan guns. Most of the shells tired wen* 
of a lu*a\'y calibre The front assaulti'd was 
hisecti'd by tlu* Malancourt Ksnes road and 
was some 2,200 yards in length. At (i..30 p.m 
shock troops followed the (lerman liarrage and 
etfected a lodgment on tlu* (^>1 <le Fonimerieux, 
penetrating a.s far as the supporting tr<*nclu*s 
behind the tirst line But a lilockliouse in tlu* 
region of Avoeourt Wood and other strfing 
points w’ore not so easily carried. 33i<’ garrison ot 
t he blockhouse beat off no few(*r than 10 assaults 
uiid, after 12 hours of uiiinteri’upted fighting, 
<'aly retired when a formal i^rdor to retn'at 
reached them. Every survivor of tlu^ c*ompany 
was wounded ; many were badly burned, but not 
a single prisoner was left in the enemy’s hands. 

On tho west of Hill 304 tho French artillery 
had, meanwhile, been pounding the enemy who 



general von gallwitz, 

Conducted the German offensives against 
Verdun, 1917. 
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Align, t 1914 Tho (loom of him and hie burst thcdr way to the treiicho^i. The pioneers 

troopers seemed certain. The Fi inich trenchos were mostly killed or wounded, and, the 

on the left wen? swarming wit li the enemy, and smoke dissipating, n Jitter of corpses was seen 

in the gradually waning iiglit three? scpiad.^ of round the entanglements. Pioneers, bombers, 

pioneers armecl with flame-throwers, thci sfpiads riflemen wt^re in full retreat, 

twenty pai^es a[)ar(, ui’re perci^iv'od advancing The frontal attack had failed. The (Jerman 

to the attack lh?hind the pion»‘eis, through leader now marched his men round to the end 

theintervals, were s('enthr(*c groups of bombers, of tlie French trench and tried to work up it. 

and behind thc?si? was a continuous line of men This maiueuvre liad been noticed by the ntai- 

with rifles and s])ad(?s. Bringing up the roar c-ommissioni'd oflici'r of Dragoons. At (‘aeli 

a fourtli line of soldiias with suiiplementary traverse of the trench lie posted two bombers 

suppliers of grcnad(?s and also sandbags made and tliroe men to supply them with grenadt's. 

its appearanec’i 4 \vo companies of tlu? finest For hours in the d.arkness a teiTible struggle 

(lOrman shock troops wiiiv b(*ing thrown at ciisikmI. At the hist, traverse' three Dragoons 

40 Flench cavalrynam. wimc f)ut hors dr. rotnhat, but their two com- 

No sooruM' wa.-i tin* formidabk* and orderly fainions, though wounded, managed to h(jld 

mass of the iMicmy sei'ii than tin? Bretons it. Ih'yond, the (lt*rmans broke into the 

opened (Ui it with their automata? rifli's tnaicli and fought tlndr way along it for some 

Visibly thinning, it e.onlinued, Jiow(?ver, to two hundri'd yai'ds. 'the I’emnants ot tin* 

advance* as if on parade. \\dn*n the ]>ion(*i‘rs htth* band of heioi's |•l‘tr(‘aled into tin? liead of 

w(?rc 50 yai'ds from tin* salient they discharged a communication trcMc ii, wln*re th(*y prepai'f'd 

from tin* machiin*s they carried d(*n.s(? clouds <o s{*ll their li\’(*s d(*arly Suddenly thi? non- 

of a dirty, ])oisonous smoke, which immediately commissioned ohicer ob.served that the ein*my 

hid them and their comrad(‘s in the nnir from was slacki ning his elToits. He rallied liis men 

view. Fortunately the Fr(*ncli barln*d-wir(? ('ii- and ordered a count ei -at tai?k. Tin* trench wa;-. 

tangk'incnts were st ill intact, and the Dragoons, r('cover(*d and tin* two Dragoons at the tirst 

tiring over nr through them into the smoke, travt'rsf* w(*r(* r(*scui‘(l. Halt ot the Bretons 

killed or wounded tin* bombers striving to were killc'd or wounded, hut noiuHiad bi'cn cap 
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jvroplanes to sofiirc loeal coinmand of th<" 
air. This was attained ‘Mi hours before tfu; 
attiick was lauuolicid. Unhampered by enemy 
maehines, tJie French aviators were able to 
direct, with almost mathematical precision, th(‘ 
fire of tlie numerous guns detailed for the 
operation. Para})ets and (‘ntangUunents disap- 
peared under the rain of shells ; battery after 
battery of tliti (h'rmans ceased to tire — the 
pierces had been dismounted or the guniuM’s 
killed by the gas from asphyxiating shells. 
perfect was the long-distance bombardiiwsit 
that the roads leading back from the German 
lines beccMine impassable. A battalion sent 
forward from VilosiK^-sur-Mouso through Malan- 
<-ourt took 24 hours to traverse a couple of 
miles, 'riie convoys were brought to a stand - 
st ill, reserves annihilatcul or <lispers(Ml. 

1’he 51st and S7th Friuich regiments, to- 
cruited respectively in t4i(^ St. Quentin ami 
Jleauvais districts, support (‘d by a cou])l(^ of 
battalions of tlu* t)7th Division and a battalion 
of the 73rd commanded by Colonel Ho/-ier, 
w(‘re the infantry employ(‘d in the combat, 
against those elenumts of the German Ittth 
Keservo Division, and 2yt h ami 4Hth Divisions, 
which happened to be in position at dawn on 
July 17. 

At C.15 a.m. the infantry went “over tin* 
to]),’’ issuing on the hd't from the Avocourl 
Wood and on the right from tlu^ salients re- 
covered on .Inly 7-8. A feebler attiMupt at a 
barr»ig(^ was made by the German guns, but 
only one machint‘-gun firod at the troops 
jwlvancijig from the Avocourt Wood. Its 
detachment was destroycMl before they had fir«Ml 
2t) rounds. Save for a handful of snipers, hen* 
and there scurrying away, tJie ground in front 
of the French seemed scarcely to b<; occupii iL 
In ludf an hour all tlm objectives were n^ached 
and th(' Col de Ponimerieux was once again in 
French hands. Passing ovvr the crest, oui 
Allies pushed down the nortluTii face, gaining s. 
perfect view of the ilois de 51aliwicourt and the 
northern slopes of Hill 304. The whole of th»‘ 
first German line had been cajjtured, and. 
shortly afterwards, the second line, whore more 
resistance was encountered, was taken. In 
depth the French had progressc^l some 700 yards, 
and their front now ran fr6m the south-eastern 
comer of the Avocourt. Wood well north of the 
(VI de Pommerioux through the little Bois 
Camard to the western slopes of Hill 304. In 
the afternoon several counter-attacks wcr» 
repulsed with hcaNy losses to the Germans. 
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ThP French casualties were insiguifioaiit ; one 
company, for instance, lost but a couple of men. 
On the other hand, the Oerinans left behind 
tliem 520 prisoners, including eight ollficei-s. 

Knemy counter-attacks the next day were 
complete failures, as was an attempt east of 
tla* Meuse to surprise the (^alonne Irench m ar 
Les Epargos. On the lOth ilie enemy tried 
by a sudden attack to enter the French lines 
in the Oouaumont region. During the night 


1010. The Crown Prince had not succeeded 
in dislodging the French from the whole nf the 
Avocourt Wood, or from the Col d(‘ Pom- 
merieux and the w(\sti‘ni slopi's of Hill :U)4, 
«»r from the western and southern sloprs of t ho 
Mort Homme On the heights of the Meuso 
he had regained none of the jiositions lost by 
him in the battles of Oviohw and Di'cianlier 
of the previous year. 

His tailun^ at \ erdun was uncompensattMl 






GENERAL LEBOGQ, COI.. ROZIER, AND A GROUP OF FIGHTERS 
FROM AVOCOURT WOOD. 


of July 20-21, and on July 22, German raids 
against tVie Hois des Clievaliors were repulsed, 
and another raid near tla^ Hois Houchot was 
boatefi off. On July 28, after an intense 
bombardment, the enemy again attacked 
between the Avocourt Wood and Hill 304. 
His infantry, met by accurate and inhaise 
sliell-fire, scattered, leaving behind them licafis 
ef dead and wounded. About the same lime 
an attenifited attack at the foot of the heights 
^‘1 tile Meuse east of Verdun in the Moulain- 
\ ille region, resulted in a sanguinary cla^ck for 
Hie GerniaiLs. 

At the end of July 1917, the situation at 
Verdun on both banks of the Meuse remained 
"hat it had been at the end of December 


by any successes in .lum‘ or .) uly at Moronvilliors 
<»r north of Ihi* Aisne. In spiti* of violent 
count er-at lacks made by the Germans, our 
.Allies c'ontinuod to hokl and also slightly to 
enlarge tho positions gained by llani at the 
Battles of Moronvilli(‘rs and ('raonne l<(‘ims 
(lescribed in (^haj)t(‘rs and G(’l.\. 

On Juno 9 General Anthoinc liand«Ml o\ er 
the command of tho 4th Army on the Moron- 
villiors Heights to GcMiia'al (louraud, “the 
lion of the Argonne,” and set <ait for Flanders, 
where he* was follow ( mI by the French Ist 
Army in the middk* of the month. J'wo 
days later (Juno 11) Ha* Germans recon- 
noitred towards the French lines at Mt Gor- 


190 


THE TIMES HISTOHY OF THE WAR. 


iiillot and Mt . Blond. Thoy wore easily repulsed 
end soinf 3 prisoners taken. This doinoiistralion 
of tlui enemy showed, however, to (General 
(ilouraud that liis posh ions bet\vei*n the two 
hills ne(}ded to he improved. The (JtMinans, 
thoujih driv'C'ii from the summits ot Mt. (.'or- 
nillet and Mt. Blond, still retained the Klens- 
hur^ '^Prcaieh on the inl(‘rmediate saddle, and, 
hehiial it, a tren<*h wliieh, uraler th(‘ names of 
Blnnd(^ d'reneh and Xouv(‘ll(‘ Trench, 'an 
(eastwards from the westcMMi (‘iid of the Kh'iis- 
l)ui>? d’naieh across the mad to Nauroy and 
alon^ th(3 northein slopes of the sadille and 
.Vh. Blond. As tla* Kicaarh durinu the Battle 
(.f Moronvilliers had pushc'd down the. nortIuM’n 
face of Mt. (V)rnillet in the din'ction of Xauroy, 
tlu\y w(ire able to turn from the west both 
treneh(‘s, which, if not captured, would have 
afforded an excellent starting poi?it for a 
(lerman offensiv’c designed to pcMietrate tla‘ 
Fr(Mieh liiuis on tla^ crest. While tlu* enemy 
rnaintaini'd himsedf on the saddli*, la* had, 
moreover, good vii'ws of most of the southern 
slopes of the Moronvillit'rs Hills, afid the pre- 
parations for any a(l\'ane(^ down tla*m into Hie 
low ground to the north could bt* obs(‘rved 
by him. 

To break through and turn the Kl(*nsburg 
and Bk)ndo 'rn‘nehes b(*eame, th<*refore, a 
matte*!' of great importance to (Jeneial (Jouraud 
The (h'noral of the l.‘12nd Division, (‘ntrusted 
with thf* (kfenee of the Mt. Dornillet sector, 
consulted with his stiitf and <'xamiiu^d tla* 
Horitil photogfiiphs of the two trenclavs. IdeU' 
tiaiant dTlauteville and Sergeants Bortat and 


P(*llerin of the Grenadiers were ordered to 
make a dt^tailed recoimaissan(;e. On the even- 
ing of dune It) and the early morning of the 
next day this was siiceessfully aoeon plish^d. 
'Pile obstacles that would l )0 eneountca’od 
wert* precisely located and a plan of attack 
prepared. It was appioved by t ho (%)lonel of the 
I (Kith Infantry Keginient, which was to furnish 
the bulk of (la* troops engag(‘d, and l>y the 
General of the Division. Though the numbers 
engaged W!‘re small the [)lan is worth debiiled 
notice, b(‘<*ause it allows the read(‘i' to see what 
careful pn'paratitins had to be made befoi*(* 
even a small forwaj'd movi'inent was attempted. 

'Phe tletachnu‘nt told off for the op(*ration 
consisted of 4S bomlx'i's accustomed to the 
us(‘ of rith* grenad(vs, of 24 soldiers armed with 
automatic, ritic's, and t)f Hi bombers of the L.42nd 
Division. Supporting tliem were to be five 
s(*ctions of th(* Kilith Begiment jind 20 men 
cairrying res<’i'\ai bombs to assist in holding 
the ground when captur(*d. With these w(*r(* 
to march 10 pioru'C'is whose business was to 
construct communication trenches Ix'tween 
tlu* new and old front. Out of the above 
(‘lenients, numbering about liGO all told, tiva* 
eohimns of assault were fornu'd. 'Pheir objec- 
tives will be gathered from tia* ac(*ompanying 
plan. 

'Phe first, under S(*rg(*ant Borel, moving west 
of the road to Nauroy from the sap-Ji(‘ad 
was to break in to the western end of the 
Tlensbiirg Tn*nch and to capture the strong 
[ 3 oint F. 'Phe .se(*o/id eoluinn, under Sergeant 
hangeron. advancing from tlie sap-heiid B, 



OPEKATIONS OF JUNE 21 BETWEEN MONT GORNILLET AND 

MONT BLOND. 
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just east of the Nauroy rotvd, was to carry the 
redoubt at M. Automatic rifle-fire from B was 
to be (Jirected simultaneously on the i^ortiou 
of the FJensburg Trencli from M to R, at whi<‘h 
latter yioint a communication tn^ncli ran back 
to the Blonde Trench. The column of l..aMgeron 
had orders not to attack until the tiiird column 
had enttTed the bMensburg Trench. This, th(‘ 
third column, under 2nd Lieutenant Legi»r, 
as soon as thc> column on its right liad st'ciircMl 
the redoubt at li was to storm the Khmsburg 
Trench h(‘tw(‘en M and R. '^Lhe fourth 
column, commanded by 2nd Lieutcoiant Aligne, 
was to storm tiie east<Tn (Uid of tin* Klenshurg 
'rrencli, the aV)o\ (* m<‘nl,ioned r<‘douht., and t he 
<‘ommunicat ion trench going northward to the 
Blonde Tnoich at O. The Leger and Aligne 



CARRYING SOUP TO A FRONT 
TRENCH AND BODGING SHELLS 
ON THE WAY. 

d<‘tachm<mts were directed liy Lieutenant 
<rKautevilk’i and were to attack under cover of 
a fusillade from automatic rifles dir«'cted against 
the communication french and tla* section of 
t he Blonde Trench east of () as far as V. W hen 
Leger’s column liad carried the redoubt at- R 
and entered the communication trench, tin> 
fifth column, under 2iul Lieutenant Mangin, 
on its right was to make for the Blonde Trench 
between O and B. 



tJRNFRAL GOURAUD, 

'Look over the command of the French Fourth 
Army, June 1917. 

The o|)('raiion w’e,s to commence with AligiM*’s 
4tli coluiiui, storming th(‘ R r<‘douht. W'h(‘n 
he had done so, T.eger was to hurst info flu* 
F'h'iisburg 'rrencli vv(‘st of it, u.nd immediately 
afterwards Lsmg<‘ron and Borel were to atlack 
th(5 M nuloiiht and tho remaimh'r of (h(^ tnoicli 
a-s far as its junet ion w ith tiie w’<‘st<Tn end ..e 
Blonde 'rrencli, wiiieh was at llu' sam.. time to 
l)e assaulted by .Mangin befu’e(‘n O iuid 1*. 
.Four s(*ctions of machine-guns and thret' “ .‘17 ” 
guns |)oste<l on the north-west slopi's of Mt. 
Blond wru’e to assist the infantry by firing on 
the communication tn iich, the Blonde 'J'rencli 
hr f.wrM‘n () ajid J* and the woode<l grouinl to 
its nortli. 'Two scctiinis of machin(*-guns 
statiojusl on tin* eastern fa.ce of Mt. Uornilhd, 
wen* simultaneously to o|n‘n on the same jroints 
so tliat the Germans should br'* undt'r a cross 
fire. B<*yond t he jioint wdi<*r<‘ tin* w(*si(*rn <*nd.s 
of tJie F'ienslMirg and Blonde 'rrenches met, a 
s(‘ction «>f Antoine Mny's comjrany of the .‘Itltitli 
R<‘gimenl, wliich had sapped t'asf war’d almost 
to the Naui’oy roiwl, was <lin*ctcd snbserjin’iit ly 
to <‘ross that r’oad ;r.nd, in r*onjunr‘t ion with the 
bomlx’i'S, if t]i(*y Jur,d sirccee<l(Ml in strirming fhti 
n’rloubt at K, to <‘nt<*i’ from tin* north the 
Blornh^ IreiKdr. Lower down tin* northern 
slopes of Mt. Gornillet, some bombers of the 
Kifith Regiment Irad orrh’i’s to ke(*p the F'lens- 
burg 'rn*nclj uialer lire with their rifle bombs ; 

188—3 
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when it was taken, they w^oro to turn their 
att<mtion to the Blonde Trench. It w’as furtlier 
arrangeii that rockets w(;re to signal back to 
the guns beliiiid the Fr<‘nch trenches wdien tliey 
were to place a ))aiTage of sliells liehind the 
Blonde Tronch and on the Trench Nouvello, its 
continuation c-ast wards nortli of IVIt. Blond. 

As originally intended t h(^ action wiis t o have 
begun at 9 p.in. on dune 20, but it w jxs postponed 
till .‘1.50 a.m. on June 21. Just before dawn it 
would be easi(*r for the hand -bo mixers t/O get 
close to the <‘nejny’s works and, after the sun 
rose, tlx^ movements of the enemy who would 
inevitably counter-attack could be better 
observed. At 9 p.m., too, the darkness would 



GKKNADE-THHOWERS. 

i>revent the machine-guns on Mt. Cornilk't 
and ]\It. Blond and tJi(' “37” guns r)n 
i\rt. Blond from firing wdth accuracy at their 
objectivCfS. 

Then^ was another reason for the postpone- 
ment. The Germans, anticipating ivn atteck, 
had barraged,all tlu’ough the 20t h, the southern 
slop<'s of Mt. ("omillet and Mt. Blond, and at 
9 p.m. the number of bombs available was 
discovered to bo inKulli(nent for a prolonged 
combat. Some idea of the vital part played by 
munition-workers in tho new warfare may bo 


gathered from the fact that in this small affair 
about 10,000 rifle and hand bombs were used by 
the French. 

During the night, thanks to tho courage and 
activity of the reserve battalion of the IGOth 
Kegirnent, tho stock of grenades was finally 
brought up to tho amoimt considered necessary. 
In the evening tho bombers mid tlie soldiers 



OBSERVATION POST IN AN ADVANCED 
TRENCH. 

with automalic rifles were ass(>mbl(Ml in a sub- 
terranean chamber. Some hours earlier the 
Germans with bombs had attacked tho barrier 
erected by tho French in tlu^ trench loading to 
redoubt K, on tho capture of which by AligncJs 
cohunii tle|x*ndcd the sueet'ss of the operation, 
Grena<lier’s of the IfiOth Begiment had been 
ceaselessly fighting at the traverse. They were 
now relieved by a jiarty of the bombers wJio 
were to takt‘ part in the attac k. 9 p.m., t lie 
hour originally fixed for tho advance, the enemy 
Jtgain assaulted at this point but wore beaten 
off with incendiary bombs. The rest of the 
French bombers at 1 a.m. on June 21, left ( hi'ir 
underground shelter and were distributc'd, 
according to the plan already described, in 
five columns — Borel on tho extrc'ine loft, then 
Langeron’s, Jaeger’s, Aligne’s, with Maiigin's 
on tho oxtromo right, luuircist Mt. Blond. 

The important Floiisburg salient was de- 
foiidod by a German battalion shaken by the 
previous fighting. Realizing that the French 
wc^re about to attack, the German Commander 
sent up two fresh companies into tho threatened 
area, and the enemy’s artillery covered the 
ground in front of the Flensburg Trench, and 
tho French first line and communication 
trenches, with shells from their “ 150 ” and 
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^‘105” guns. At 3 a.ui. on June 21 the 
(Germans violently assaulted the barrier in the 
trench opposite the redoubt R. The heacJs of 
Jaeger’s and Aligne’s detachments kept them 
at bay, but Aligne himself and two non-com- 
missioned onicers wore burned seriously by the 
phosphorus of the incendiary missiles flung at 
them. Without waiting till the time fixed for 
fhe assault arrived, Aligne at 3.30 a.m., with 
Jiis and Leger’s columns, assaulted the Flens- 
burg Trench. The Germans were driven from 
the barrier ; the R redoubt was carried. 
J.,eger’s column then installed itself between the 
strong x>oints of R and M. From the formei- 
Aligne proceeded down the communication 
trench towards the Blonde Trench. Meanwhile 
Mangin on his right, in spite of two counter- 
attacks delivered from the Nouvollo Trench, 
h ul entered the Blonde Trench. About 4 a.m. 
Mangin’s and Aligtie’s columns joined hands 
at O, where the communication trench entered 
the Blonde Trench. 

On the left of Aligne’s, Leger’s cohimn, ex- 
posed to a hail of machine-gun flrt' from the 
l■(;doubt, was in difnculties. Grenades ran out 
and fresh supplies could not be brought u)) across 
the (.‘rater-] )itted ground by the men charged 
witli that duty. Fortunately Lieutenant 
d’Hauteville, who was directing the move- 
ments of Aligne’s and Leger’s columiLs, 
sucei*(Hled in substitut ing for them ot her soldiers. 


and Leger’s men were provided with the so 
sorely needed ammunition. At this moment 
Aligne appeared on the scene, took (command 
of the detachment and flung it at tlie INI 
redoubt, which — with its environs - was b(*ing 
bombed from both sides of the road to Xauroy 
by the heads of Langeroii’s and Borcl’s columns. 
The gunners of two machine-guns neai* it had 
been already put out of action with grenades. 

The Blonde Tremch botwceii B and () 
having boon secured by Mangin, redoubt R 
and the communication trench by Aligne, and 
L(%er’s column, now under Aligne, being closer 
to the redoubt, the order was given to Lan- 
geron and Borel to charge. Tlu‘ two detach- 
ments carried everything l)efore them. Seizcil 
by a panic the Germans abandoned the rest of 
the Flensburg d’rencli, together* with thc‘ 
redoubt. The fugitives, caught by the fire of 
the machine-guns and “ 37 " guns, of Mt. Blond, 
and of the machine-guns on the ('ast(‘rn slopt's 
of ^It. Gornillet, endeavoured to escap(^ through 
the barrage of Kreneh shells. Only a few suc- 
ceeded in clearing the Blonde Trench and n^nch- 
ing the Nauroy Wood. Iferc^ and there grou])s 
still resisted, but thc^sci were speedily dis])osed 
of. Tn the (’ourse of thi'se isolated combats 
the gallant Aligne was shot in the chest. 

The enemy’s losses amounti‘d to sev'taal 
hundreds, and among the booty wens six 
machine-guns. A section of French macliiia*- 
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guns [)roniptly arrivpfl at M and was later 
shifted to F redoubt, the point of contact on 
the west of the Flensburg and Hlondo Trenches, 
(yominnnication trenches were ra[)idly made by 
the pioiK’sers betwi'en the old French lines and 
the Flensburg Tii^iieh. A counter-attack at 
3 p.in. by th<i two (lermaii eompaiiies held in 
reserves was severely n‘pulsed. 

On .)un(‘ 22, about 9 the em'iny souglit 

to rev(‘ng<* his diseoinliturf* of the day before 
by assaulting 409 yards of trenches on the 
cri'st of and east of the Teton, the most easterly 
of the nort lu'in hills forming the Moronvilliers 
inas^ij. After a artillery preparation 

his infantry entered the French outpost posi- 
tions but w(*re at once (expelled from them. 

Desultory lighting on the heiglits continued 
during the next fortnight. On July 5, tlie 
Frcaieh repulsed an atta(4v w(^st of Mt. Cornillt*t 
and on tlu^ Oth reduced a small salient to its 
east and another on Mt . Haut. Four atliMupts 
to recapture these points by the enemy 
faileil. 

The action on Juik' 21 had deprived the 
(leriuans of all posts for direct obsia'vation of 
th(' southern face of the Moronvilliia-s Heights, 
with the exee[)tion of those on t hi' saddle 
bidwi'cn Mt. Hlond and Mt. Haut, and one on 
the western sidi^ of Mt. Haut a. few yards from 
th(‘ French lines From the (‘ast, by nuunis of 
a pia iseopi^, he could ol)tain occasional and pre- 
carious glimpses of the French movi'uu'nts. Fx- 
]>eeting tliat (h'ueral < Jouraud would try, sooner 
or later, t(» clear him out of these points, the 
(li'i'inan ( ^immander concent rated in the Moron- 
villiers I'egion till' 19th Hanoverian Division, 
and the 7th and 23rd lleserve Divisions. The 
numbiM'of (Jerman guns was great ly augmented, 
and the 19th Hano\erian Division (*laborately 
rehearsi*d an attack on the heights from Mt. 
(Virnillet to Mt. Haut, the two other Divisions 
pri'paring to assault the Fasijue and the Teton 
and also to work thi'ir way through the wooded 
district towards Mt. Sans Nom and Auberive. 
As the Germans had not beiMi thrust down to 
the northern foot of the hills, and they were in 
many ])laces not 20 yards frmn thi* French 
treiK'hes, the project of recovering the crest line 
sei'ined a reasonable one 

Unhappily for the German Imxder, his inten- 
tions were divined by CJeneral Gouraud. On 
July 12, the Frtaich art ilk ‘ry began a syst i'matic, 
wide, and deep bombardment of the enemy’s 
posit ioiip For two days shells rained on tho 
spots where the tliree (k'rman divisions were 


t lying to hide, and also on the troiichos which 
Gouraud had decided to capture. The Germans 
doubtless suspected which these were, but tin 
breadth of tho bombardment, which might 
Jiave been the j:)relude to an effort to fiiorec 
the whole of the enemy’s front, forced them to 
extend their own barrage, and waste largt 
fpiantities of ammunition. 

As it hajipened the objectives of Gourainl 
wore strictly limited. He projioscd to expc'l 
tho Germans from their elaborately protected 
observatories on the saddle between Mt. 
Blond and Mt. Haut, and simultaneously to 
extend the French lines on the 4’eton, the hill 
nearest to thi' roail running from Nauroy 
through Moronvilliers to the Suippe at. St. 
Martin ITii'iireux. Tho attai'ks wen* to ho 
delivered on fronts of SOO yards and tiOO yards 
respectively, and were not in either case (o 
be pri'SKcd fartlicr than 300 yards from tin 
starting ])oints. Tlicse distan(*es may seem 
insignilicant on the map, but repri'senteil 
in reality, considering the obstacles to he 
overcome, undertakings of considcralili* 
dilliculty. 

July 14, the atinivcrsary of the taking of the 
Bixstille in I7S9, the National FiM-c Dr».y, 
was the date chosen by Gouraud for his 
attacks. Tn Paris it liad been marked by 
the assembly of detacJimimts from most el 
the regiments of the French Army which had 
jiarticularly distinguished (hi'inselvcs in i in- 
war. Tliese mar<*h('d through the densely 
thronged strei'ts to tho IMace de la Nation. 
The* <*nthusiasm of the crowds wJio saw tln-ni 
delile addinl to the impressive nature of tin- 
.sptH'taeli*. To see the men who liad dent' so 
much for France raisiul a spirit among liotli 
troo[)s and spi'ctators which |)r('saged well toi 
further efforts in the struggle for liberty. 

A wet*k before, on the nights of July (1-7, .i 
daring feat by the French aviators had al>'» 
aroused enthusiasm. While 83 French aei-o 
planes were bombing Treves, (k>blenz, and 
Ludwigshafen, losing only two ma(*hines ii 
the enterprise. Sergeant (Uallois, a hard wan 
merchant, before the war, liad flown up tin 
valley of the Moselle past Metz and Tre\(‘>. 
struck tho Bhiju' at Coblenz, and, steering h\ 
compass and moon, circled over Kssi'ii a 
a height of (1,000 feet. There, in a sky ali\' 
with bursting shells, he had dropped 10 bomb' 
on brilliantly lighted munition works. P* 
peatedly fired at on his return journey, he lin' 
escaijed without injury, and safely reached tl. 
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iiorodroine from which ho had started. Tliis 
ii(;hievemeiit was a hapj3y augury of future 
aerial attacks against the country wliicli liad 
sot the example of attacking op(‘n towns of 
no inilitfiry importance. 

On tho groyisli- white, crater-pitted slopes of 
the Moronvilliers Heights, on which a few bla(‘k 
stumps alone now indicat('d wdicre woods and 


copses had once stood, the groat attack was 
about to begin. At 4.30 p.m. a side wind began 
to blow, so fiercely that The Timers correspoiMleat 
in rear could scaicely hear tho firing of tlie guns 
and oxjdosions of the shells. Yet luuidrcds 
of French and German j>ieces were in action, 
and th(^ crest lino seenu'd one long lino (»f 
volcanic tru])tions. At 7.3t) ]).m. tJouraud’s 
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men wont over the top and diroot ly afterwards crests. It was visible evidence that the two 

iMX-kets, bursting into many coloured stars, operations were successful. Nearly 400 pri- 

ascended from the Cerman trenches, sLumnon- soners had been captured. 

ing up supports to the tliroatrned parts. Far The enemy promptly counter-attacked, and 

ov^er to tlic oast tlie Teton was a mass of smoke throughout the night his trooj:)s endeavoured 

piorc<ul by flashes of Haiue. to regain the lost ground. IVo weaves w’oro 

hi about six minutes the French infantry mown tlown, and one only succeeded in roacliing 

had secured tlieir objoctivf^s on the 'I'eton the French lines. At the Teton the Germans 

and the saddle betw(‘en JVlt. Blond and Mt. were beaten back, but, by sheer weight of 

Haiit, and, soni(‘ 20 minutes latcT, sev’en numbers, they managed to retake the position 

sause.ge balloons appi'tyred to the north of the on the saddle. The French again charged 
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and recovorod j^ossossion of tlio <lispijt(>d 
trenches. On the 17th tlie ononiy, suffering 
very heavy losses, regained a feoting at certain 
points north of the '^Peton. 

P^ivo days afterwards, in the night of July 
22*23, he transferred liis ottontioas to the 
Freneh trenches north-west of Mt. Cornillet. 
His successive waves of attack wore completely 
repulsod. On the evening of the 25th, after an 
intense bombardment, the Gormans again 
attacked ; this time Mt. Hant was their objec- 
tive. The struggle lasted till dawn ; but tlio 
enemy made no progress. Five successive 
assaults on the 26th and a surprise attack 
east of Auberivo by the Germans met with 
a like fate. 

By the last days of July, General Gouraud 
liad virtually completed the wM)rk begun by 
General Anthoine on April 17, 1917. Between 
the Germans and the gr<‘at plain of Chalons 
stood a new fortress on the Moronvilli *rs 
Heights, the guns of which raked the western 
end of the enemy’s fortified zone strotclung 
from the east bank of the Suippo at Vaiidosin- 
coiirt to the Argonne. Neither at Verdun 
nor at Moron villiers had the German Crown 
Frince succeeded in reducing the heavy balance 
against him. 

On the battle field of Craonne-Reims during 
June and July he was still more unfortunate. 
A series of violent offensives procure^ no 
appreciable results and their failure shook the 


inoraJ of the German troops end ]>repnrod the 
way for General Maistre’s great victory in the 
following October. 

Tlie ineffective counter nt tacks of the Gor- 
mans on the (Jiomin-des 'Dames plateau have 
been narrated \ip to June 3. From that date 
onward to June 20 little occurred worth 
recording. An almost continuous bombard- 
ment from the guns on both sides was, however, 
occasionally varied by infantry combats. On 
June 20 the Germans ondoavoiu*ed to penetrate 
the western end of the French positions, which 
now extended to the Ailette north of Vauxailloii. 
] fere the opposed lines crossed Mont-des-Singos 
a mile cast of Vauxaillon and, passing south 
near Moisy Farm, turru^d cast just before the 
ruins of the mill were reached. At the north 
end of Mont- des- Singes, whicli rises rapidly 
from the environs of Vauxaillon, the two 
trenches nearly ai)proaclied each other, and the 
French had dug a trench to the summit of the 
hill and established a ])ost on i1. 1’henco they 
liad the command of view over the valley of 
the Ailette, and over the ravine through which 
ran the railway from Soissons to J^aon. After 
very violent artillery preparation, regiments of 
the 78th Frussiaii Division, which three wcu'Us 
before had been withdrawn from tho eastern 
front, advanced at dawn on a mile and a half 
front betw'con tho Ailette and the J^affaux mill. 
On the Mont-deS'Singes they were preceded 
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by shook-trooj)8 in shirt sleeves armed with 
grenades. Tlioy captured Liie j^ost on the lull 
and thoir comrades following them descended 
the slopes and got behind the first French line*, 
which was abandoned by our Allies. Tiie 
slioek-troops, having accomplished their tasks, 
retired. Within 50 minutes the French 
counter-attacked, and recovered all tlie trenchi^s 
on the right. On the left, owing to the stee])- 
noas of th(^ hill, they wore loss auccossfid. The 
Oennans, holding tlie trenoh along the edge? of 
the height, were able to tlrop their bombs on 
the lieads of their assailants. Tn the afternoon 
the French advanced from tlie right, and for 
an hoiu' and a half a bombing eoml^at pro- 
ceeded. 'Idle (h'l’inans stood on the jiarapcd 
to me.ot th(5ir opponents but liad to give 
ground. Night, how<‘ver, fell with the enemy 
still on the edge of tlio Mont-ilc^s-Singo:^. 
JJuring the nigbl. the (hM’inan guns put up a 
terrific barrage of gas slaOls. The ni^xt morning 
our Allies recajitured almost th(‘ wliole of the 
position. About tlie sa.m<' tinu' they assaulttid 
tlio enemy who had establisliod himself the 
previous day at places in t Ik^ Moisy Farm sector, 
'riio (lennans wt‘r<' driviMi out of most of the 
trench ea])t,ured ; all that they retained was a 
sali(Mit north-east of the faifu 

On .June 22, Saxon troops east of Fort 


Malmaison tried to advance on the tCog’s Back 
itself, on a front of a mile and a quarter between 
the Koyore Farm and tlic P]pine do Chevi'ogny. 
In t he centre they stormed a salient ; elsewhere 
they were heavily repulsed. 

On the night of the 22nd-23rd the fighting 
went on in the Vauxaillon and Koyore Farm 
sectors, the Gormans extending the front of 
their attack from the east of the (Uievregny 
spur to the Froidmont Farm. The assaulting 
waves melted under the French fire and no 
progress was made by them. lOast of the 1 fog’s 
liack, beyond (’raonno in the Chevron x region, 
and soutli of the Aisne to the east of thef’avaliers 
de Courcy, north- north- wi'st of Reims, other 
atfiMupts of the enemy also failed. On the 
24th the French recaptured th(^ greater jiait 
of the salient still ooeupied hy the fJermans 
noi‘th-(‘ast of Moisy Farm. 

It was now the turn of the Fit'-neh to take the 
onVnsivo. Our AIli(*s in the battle of (haonne- 
Hoims had si'CMired most of the siuninit of tho 
Hog’s Back from tln' Clievregny spur to tlu' 
California plateau above Craonne, In tliis 
sector from Conrtevon, vvdiieli ^‘mained in the 
enemy’s hands, tlie second position of tho 
Cermaiis was not upon the Hog's J3aek 
hut ran baekw^ards to tlu* Aih'tte, uhieb it 
<*rossed, to (dunnouilh*. wlieie it turned east- 
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ON THE MONT DHS SINGES: HIE FRENCH COUNTER-ATTACK ON THE CREST. 


wards ])araliel with tli(* (’h(‘inin-dt*s-Oaruos 
plateau by JS'euville, (di(‘nnizy, Houeonville. 
(.*oniie(*tiug up with the deteiism* systt'in of (he 
(‘iK’iny in tlie low ground iiorlh-<'as( of ( -raonne. 
The valley of the Ailette was tlius divided into 
two eoinpartjiK'nts, oiu' west, th(' other to (h<* 
east, of th(‘ lin<'(\.)ui't<'<;on-('hainouill(‘. A])proaeh 
to tli(? valh'y in th(‘ (‘astern s(‘otor w’as diOieult 
lH‘eaus(‘ the (h'rinans still r(‘tained (kaiiy and 
Allies on tht^ nortlaa’ii slo[)es of the Hog’s Back. 
The spur of La Bovelk' which juts ont helweeii 
t'erny and Allies liad, how(*v(‘r, bc'en gained by 
the Enau'h, but on June H) they had Ixs'ii dis- 
poss(‘ssed of the spur to th(‘ north-w(^st. of 
I lurtebise Farm, called the llurtebise h’inger.' 
This spur was an important tactical point 
on th(i ridge, since it was its highest point 
(about ()50 feet) and coimnandod the Vauclerc 
plateau to the east. Ff the French W(‘re 
dislodged from that plabuiu, it was hardly 
probable that thciy would Fjc able to retain tlie 
t-’asei nates and California plateaux beyond, for 
those plateaux could eavsily be attacked from 
the north thnmgh the still densely wooded 
Foret do Vauclerc. 

Unless, then, the French w('rc prepared to 
sacrifice the gains made l>y them in the first 
N'(‘ek of May, it was imperative that they 
"'h(jnld once more eject the enemy from the 

Hiirtebis(^ Finger.” The task was pocn- 
liarly difficult because beneath it was an im- 
mense cavern, the Dragon’s Cave, consisting 
of a string of limestone grottoes. At the 


Battle of the Aisne it had IxM'n oeeiipitui l)y 
lh(» Freneh, hut eaily in 19 la the (h'rmans 
hy a lueky shot had clos(‘d the only entrance 
to the south and cni)tured in it two eompanios. 
'The nortluM ii part was, in June 1917, garrisoix'd 
hy the (h'rmans, wlio had built a, loophok'd 
wall across (he luiddk* diri'ctly under the* 
trenches ov(‘rh(‘a(l on tlu' spur The cavern 
was J(M) yards long, 100 yards wide, and at 
one ])la(!c 00 Icct high. J’Ik' south(‘rn part was 
damp and inconvcnit'nl for (la* French who 
had forc(jd tlmir way into it. From lh(‘ 
roof to th(' surface of the spur and wall 
within Haar liia's the Germans had inadt* a 
number of shafts up and down whi(;h machine- 
guns coiild he liauk'd. N(.*ar the nortla*rn 
('iilrance w('re the beds of tla* gairison, a hos- 
pital, and a small eernebay. With what tlai 
Biitish iniia's liad aceompi island at iMessiiu^s 
still fresh in tlaa'r Tn(‘na»rir!S, tlai Freneh 
could ?a_)t afford to la* content witli mer(‘ly 
capturing the summit of the spur; foi‘ the 
Germans could have accumulated high-(‘xplo- 
sives in the cave and hl»)wn them sky-high 
The operation, (herc'fore. eonsistial ut a 
fight hel(jw and a (ighi above ground. Hard 
by the monument to eomiiieinoiab' Nanoli'on's 
victory at (k’uonnc in 181 1 was a machin<‘- 
gun eiiiplaccinent of tla‘ Germans. It was so 
near to the Fri'.nch trenches tliat it was im- 
possible to smash it with expkjsive sliells, 
the back action of which wmiild have* taken 
effect ou the French trenches. J^iipiid fire, 
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FRFNGH SOLDIRRS EXAMINING THE PROPERTY OF DEAD GERMANS 

IN A CAPTURED FARM. 


tlio French Conunander decided, should be 
employed to i)ut tho inacliiiie-guns out of 
action, llefore tho attack tho heavy guns 
shelled the roof and tho entrances to tho 
cav(?rn. Holes were thus made in tho roof, 
and its main northern entrance was blocked 
up. 

On June 25, after a short but violent artil- 
lery preparation, dctaclunents of Gaucher’s 
Division on tho summit advanced in three 
bodies at 6.2 p.m. The liquid fire from the 
flame -projectors just failed to reach the 
machine-gunners. These, however, stifled by 
tho smoke and blisteriHl l)y the heat, took 
refuge in the cavern only to find it filled with 
poison gas. On the right. SO men who had 
volunteered for the dangerous work passed in 
tw^o groups through the (Miemy’s trenches and 
establislied a coupk^ of jiosts on the edgt^ of 
the s[)ur commanding a wide view of the valky 
of the Ailette, a mile and a half to the north. 
Three companies in the centre carried the first 
thre(‘ German lines, but the troops on the left 
aftt'r gaining their objectives were so heavily 
counter-attacked tluit four hours later they 
retired, leaving tho centre and the right 
exposed to a flank fire. The moment was a 
critical one. Ollicers rallied tho men, and 


with a wild cheer they again rushed forward 
and drove the enemy over the crest of the 
spur. The “ Hurtebise Finger ” had once more 
))asse(l into ttuj possession of the French. 

Some 150 half-dazed Germans were dis- 
covered in the Dragon’s Cave. The total 
loss to tho enemy amt)unted to close on 1,000 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Chasseurs an<l 
troopers of Nevers, Macon, and the Vosges 
had the credit of this eminently successful 
operation. 

During the night of June 28-29 the enemy 
again took the offensive. An intensive bom 
bardment west of the Hurtebise region preceded 
the charge of a Westphalian regiment in the 
Cerny region. North-east of Cerny tho West- 
phalians penetrated the French lines, but were 
speedily ejected. They renewed their attacks 
on the morning of the 29th with some .slight 
success. At nightfall the struggle was renewed 
on the summit of the La Bovelle spur. Sup 
ported by flame-throwers they dug themsel\'<‘ ’ 
in in a salient south of La Bovelle Fai*m 
w'hich had been completely flattened out 
the bombardment. On July 1 a Lippo batta 
lion east of Corny on a front of 650 yard'^ 
traversed by the Ailles-Paissy road, occupicti 
tho site of a lino of French trenches. Attempt- 
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me; to advanoo farther they wore severely 
hammered by our Ally’s batteries. Great 
havoc was wrought in their ranks and they 
were brought to a standstill. Towards evening 
the French counter-attacked and recovered 
th<‘ir original line. The ground was covered 
with Gorman corpses 

Simultanoously with the ofTensive betwtH'n 
Oerny and Aillos, on June 29, several Bavarian 
battalions, preceded by sliock-troops, attacked 
in the plain at the foot of the eastern end of 


the Hog’s Back They endeavoured time 
after time to carry a sali(*nt south-east of 
Corbeny on both sides of the Laon- Reims road. 
The waves of assault caught by the French bar- 
rages failed to nuu^h the trenches at any point. 

There was also fighting the same day nortli- 
w^est of Reims of a desultory character, and on 
the 30t]i botw'eiin Reims and the Moronvilliers 
ftuissif the Germans inerfoctually at tacked east 
of Fort de la Pompclle and nortli and north-east 
of Prunay. 
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On July 2, at 6. 30 p. in., the Oorinana deliveml 
mother ai;ries of violent attaeka east of Cerny, 
Mil both sides of the Paissy -Allies road. The 
fij'ht awayofl to and tro throughout the night 
of the 2nd-3rd and ended with the eoinpletc 
defeat of the enemy. 

llndetcanMl by the seiies of reverses suffered 
by him north of the Aisne sinei^ April 16, the 
(-rown Prinee, at 7.30 p.m. on July 3, deliviM-erl 
battle on a front of sonu* 12 miles from a ])oint 
on the plateau dominated by Fort do IVIal- 
maison to the (Jii'vreux VV\)ods, just below the 
crest anovo (^*aonne. (General von Rohm was, 
as before, the (hM-rnan local e.ommarider. Jn 
von Rdhrn’s intcuition the battle was to lie a 
surprises, and only half an hour was allowed for 
the artillery to f>lay on the French trerudie.s. 
'rho infantry, pri'ceded by sIkkJc-I roops, this 
time with knapsacks on their backs, an indicat ion 
that victory was expended, advanced from their 
eov(‘r at S p.m. 'Ida* main efforts wiue inad«‘ 
(^ast of Froidrnont Farm, west and south-(^ast 
of Cherny, round Ailli's and on the ( ^iscmates ami 
(\difornia plateaux. \'<.)n Rdhm’s di^sign was 
to dislodgi^ the French from the whole of the 
summit of the Hog's Rack and to drive them 
back along the siiurs or down tlu^ valleys Ic'ading 
tot lu' Aisne. 

l^'ivi' or six dis isious, totaling about .50,006 to 
6t),0()0 nu'ii, w(‘re employi'd in ( he attack. One 
of tliese had just arrivcul from the Russian 
front, a. tact revealed to (he Freneli leader by 
a d(*ser(/t‘r. This cau.sed him to anticipate an 
imimHliate assault and to take th(^ necessary 
])recau( ions for na’i'ting it . He himself was in 
the front line* to emtourage his men ; one of his 
ctilonels of artillery (he day befon* went to (he 
t lenches to regulate t he tire of the gun-i when 
th(‘ battle opeiieil. ( 'onsecpiently Von Riihm’s 
surprise did not suci*(H*d. A minute oi- so after 
the (li'rman hurricane bombardment began it 
was answered by an even more viokint tornado 
of shells from tlu' French guns. 3'he barrage 
and (counter-battery work of our ally’s artilleiy 
was a master[)it‘ce, and in the ivgion of Cerny 
and on the California ])lateaii th(' waves of 
(h'rmans were almost literally annihilated. At 
a few ])oints th{\v managcnl to [)(*netrate, but 
tiiey were spes'dily bombed (.a* bayoneted. Four 
battalions whi(;h ha<l emerged from the Fore.st 
of N^xuclerc and had gairu'd tluee small salients 
were drivi'ii out almost immediately by the 
Rndons on the Casematt^s plateau. An enemy 
group h(Jd ready in a trench with fixed bayonets 
did not dare to emerge irotu* .ineir cover and 


were killed or wounded by French grenadiers, 
who flung down 700 bombs at them. At 10 p.m . 
the fighting died down. Piles of corpses and 
numbi^rs of mutilated but living men, some of 
th(‘m boys (jf 19, lay before the French parapets 
The next day, .luly 4, Vixn Rbhm’s guns again 
opened, but his infantry was not sent forward. 
The Fr(3neh, on the other hand, carried a salient 
(‘ast. (.)f (’erny, st rongly held by the enemy. 

For the next few days tlie weather was 
stormy and the Hog's Rack beciame coated 
wilh a thick layer of glutinous mud. This 
ii.ssist(3d the Fn^nch wherever tlu^y lield the 
nort ht‘rn crest of the ridge, as th(3 slopes d(3scend- 
ing to t he Ailette, up whicih th(' ( f(?rrnans had to 
eom(‘, beeame slippery and impassable. 

V'on Rohm under the eireumstanees deter- 
mined to .strike liis next blow on the widier Mal- 
mais(»n plateau. From Hie ruins of the fort aiuJ 
from those of the water-tower of Les Rovettes to 
its east t he (Germans had (‘xcollerit views tixwards 
th(‘ A ism* V^alhiy. Retween the fort and the 
water-tow'er was a mound (uilled the PantlaVin, 
after the long-disappeared farm of that name. 
Manure and rubbish heajis and the foundations 
of buildings aiom^ show^ed where the farm liad 
once been. The French linos Ikto formed a 
.sali('nt, and Von R()hm deci(l(.Ml to (jarry it as a 
preliminary to clearing the Frc^neh off Hie whol(3 
of tlie Malmaisoji height To mystify his 
enemy, la*, ai’rangc^d tliat just liefore th(5 assault 
on the PantlmoQ a feint should be made north 
and east of baffaux Mill towards Menm^joan 
Farm by storm-troops from Nassau and We.st- 
phaliaii battalions. On a two-mile fi*ont 
b(itwe<‘n the Pantheon and tlie environs of 
Froidrnont Farm he eonc(?ntrated the Lowa^r 
Saxon, Thuringian, Rhineland and West 
phaliaii stoiin-troops borrowed from a neigh- 
bouring army, and a do/.on or so battalions of 
fresh men. Those wtire provided with light 
t rt'iieh - 1 nortars, r n ae bine - gu ns, entr one hi iig 

tools, barbed wire and everything needed to 
organize a position against eountor-attaeks. 
The frightful losses incurred in the last battle 
from the French gims in the half-hour which 
preceded the attack led him to order th(* 
infantry to advance the iiioiiiont the Gorman 
artillery opened fire. 

On the night of July 7 all was ready and at 
3.45 a.m. on Simday, July 8, tho main attack 
was launched. A few minutes earlier the 
lighting had begun north and oast of Laffaux 
Mill. 

At the Pantheon tho French garrison was 
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composed of chasseui's In the dim light they 
perceived small columns of storm-troops moving 
forward by the Epaulette, Pantheon and 
Ecouvilloii communication trenches. Beliind 
them surged a thick wave of infantry. To left 
and right, lines of (Germans, marching shoulder 


and shot 10 of thi‘in. Bombers in his wake 
killed or wounded the incursionists and the 
trench was recovered. At 0 a.m a second 
attack was delivered ; the (Germans, liowever, 
were scarcely able to reach the barbed wire, 
fn the afternoon, at 4 p.m., the enemy, heavily 



[I'Totn a (tcrnuin fAmUx' a f>h. 

GERMAN SHOCK-TROOPS PRHPARINtJ TO STORM A POSITION. 


to shoulder, moved to encirc!*’ the sali<*nt. 
riii'se mass(‘s, though thimitMi by tlie Ereneli 
sht‘lls, flung themstdves on the outnumbc’r(*d 
eliassenrs, who with bombs and bayonets ])ut 
np a fierce resi^taiic(‘. On tlie right two Preiich 
iiiiW.*hine-guns enfiladed the eiiemy. One jammed 
l^ut the other contimied firing until the (ler- 
rnans beat a retreat. On the left their com- 
rades managed to enter the Meche trench. A 
ehassi'ur with an automatic rifle ran forwar»l 


reinforced, oriee more |•(‘U(‘^ved his assaults. 
'rhr(‘e w(‘n' n^|iuls(‘d, hut the fourth siMMued 
about to suce(‘('d. d’he ehass^ urs had run out of 
bombs and their rifl(‘s wovr < hoked with mud. 
Punching, kicking and kniling th(‘ir assailants, 
tln‘y just managed to hold th(‘ position. Night 
fell, supjilies of bombs a?ri\(‘d, and, wh(*n at 
10 p.m. the (‘uemy again advaiie(*d he was nu^t 
with showers of gnaiachvs which, bursting, blew 
lioles in his solid masses The wearied chas- 




GERMAN OBSERVATION - POST OF CONCRETE, OVERTURNED BY FRENCH 

ARTILLERY. 


seurs I’oiriainod luaslors of tlie blood-stainod 
position. Tliey had lost lieavily, but not so 
lu^avily as tiio foe they had dofeatod. 

Meanwhile bet woon the ruins of Lcs Rotivottes 
and the Chovregny spur the onoiny had been a 
little more fortunate. He had sc^eured a section 
of the French trenches, but only for a fow hours. 
On Monday, July tl, our Allies counter-attacked 
with adniirabl(^ dash, and recovered 1,000 yards 
of them. Against his gn'at casualties von 
Hohm could set nothing but the gain of a trifling 
scrap of ground. 

On July 10, when the German eounter- 
olfensi\’(^ in the Fast, which eventually ende<l 
in the defeat and ilissohition of the Russian 
ai’inies, (S)mmeue<‘d, the Grown Prince again 
s('t \on Rbhnrs aiiny in motion. The 5th 
Division of th(‘ Prussian (Juards were flung 
in thick waves against tlu' Fnaicli ])osition 
between Hurtebise Farm and tlie north-east 
•of Graonne. Von Bbhni hojied by stoinu'ng the 
\"auelerc. Casemates and Galih)rnia plat<‘aiix, 
tliat the French on the centre of the Hog’s 
Hack, with tht'ir left thieatened by the enemy 
round Fort de la Malmaison, would be forced 
to retire on the Aisne, and a great victory 
Could then be claimed by the Gormans. 
Alarmed at the preparations being made by 
Sir Douglas Haig and General Anthoine in 


Flanders, the German Higher Command did not 
hesitate to sacrifice di\dsions in the Craonne 
region, tnisting that a success there might 
reduce Petain and Haig to the defensive during 
the autumn. 

For six continuous days the battle, which 
began on the PJth, rag(Ml in its very circum- 
scribed area. On a fiont of just over three 
miles .‘100 or more German guns were concen- 
trated, and all the otlu‘r pieces withiii range 
from the valley of the Ailette eastwards across 
the Laon-Rcims road to Herrieux and thenc(" 
southwards through .Juvineoiirt to the Aisne 
cast of Hcrry-au-Ha(; were turned upon the 
narrow }>latcaux, y.r., upon a space of less than 
a. square mile. Seldom had the endurance of tlie 
French been so severely tested. J’ho (^asemat<'s 
and (Vilifovnia plateaux were only some r>()(» 
yards broad. The troops on them had to fight 
in whirlwinds of rocks, shrapnel and shell-frag- 
ments. The situation of the Germans w'as lu* 
better. The French heavy and field artilleiv 
deluged the northern slopes with high-explosi\« 
and slirapiicl. Barriers of bursting shells out 
side the battle-field showed where the FrencI' 
and German gunners were mutually trying t‘‘ 
put out of action the batteries opposed to them. 
Overhead the aeroplanes moved in conflict ami*! 
showers of anti-aircraft shells. 
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On tho lOth about noon five regiments of the 
Trussian Guard, preceded by shock* troops, 
mounted bravely through the French barrage 
and, after frightful losses, reached the crest of 
the Hog’s Back. They were hurled backwards 
from tho Vauclerc, Casemates and California 
plateaux, but Brandenbiu-gers managed to 
cling to 700 yards of French trench between 
the two last*mcntioned table-lands. At 8.:10 
p.m. the assaults were renewed by the Guards 
and Brandcnburgers, and the struggle continued 
till an advanced hour of the night. Tho French 
defended themselves with magnificent valour. 
When day broke the situat ion was unchanged, 
but the northern slopes and tho crests were 
covered with tho dead and dying. On the 20th 
and 21st the Germans botween Fort de la Mal- 
maisoii and tho Hurtebiso Faim attacked, 
north of Brayc, south-west and south-east of 
( -erny, and south of Ailles. At the first of th(*s(» 
points they were speedily ropuls(Kl, and south- 
west of Cerny tho assault, supported by flame- 
throwers, failed. South-east of (yorny, however, 
the enemy twice penetrated the French first 
trench on a front of 300 yards. On (*ach occa- 
sion a vigorous counter-attack sent him flying. 
South of Ailles two assaults were rc^pulsed by 
bombing. 


Sunday, July 22, saw a renewal of the battle 
for tho Va\iclerc, C^asemates, and California 
plateaux. Tho Prussian 5th Reserve Division 
and the 1.5th Bavarian Division had becai 
brought up to support the Guards. At 
4 a.m. a furious bombardment opened, and 
an hour later the (huirds, witli the Prussian 
troops on their left and Bavarians on tlieir 
right, mounted to the assault. The atmosplu'ie 
that day was remarkably clear, and the 
French artilUay wrought fc'rrible execution 
among the clearly defined masses struggling 
upwards. Botween Ifurtebise Farm and tlu^ 
Casemates plat(‘au the (fi'iinan wavt^s were 
literally torn to pieces as soon as they k‘ft 
their cover. On tho Casemate's ami (California 
plateatix the French flung hack the' enemy 
with bayonet and gn'imde ; l)nt still charge 
suceeeelod chai'ge through tht' long summer’s 
day, and well into the night. The enemy was 
finally ox[)ellod from the Case'inates, though 
on tho California [)lateau he se*eured a’ footing 
in the northorn trench. All attempts, howeve'r, 
to enter the Freiu'h support trenehes. wen* 
bloodily repulsed, some of the Prussian regi- 
ments losing half their eflectives, 

4’he next day (Monday, July 23) there was a 
lull in the infantry fighting, hut the boinhard- 
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A FRENCH RAID ON THE CHEMIN-DES-DAMES : “OVER THE TOP/» 

nn*nt- of tho ])Iatoaux (ioiitinuod witli urmhatod iiioffccttially attnckod north-woKt of Hiayt* 

\ iolcnro. 'PI lo baro to[) of tho ridge was swept 'Phe next loonniig lie advanced betwec'ii 

by a continuous tcnipest of heavy shells from (Vrny and Aill<‘s only to be repulsed. At 

both sides. On tli(‘ morning of the 24th 7 ]). in. on the 25111 a whole division was launched 

'PouraiiK' and Marn(‘-et -boire troops were sent in successive' weaves net ween Aides and the 

foi’wanl and, in spile oi the d(*spt'rate ri'sistanci* eiist(*rn environs of ifurtebiso Farm, wliile 

made by llu* (h'rmans, recaptured all the lost anotlu'r division sup[>orted tlu; attack, 

grouial on tin* Califoinia jilateau with th(‘ During th(‘ night and the next- day, the 

1 ‘xeeption ot a small and eomjih'ti'ly wrecked 2()th, thc‘. si niggle cent imied. Hound Hurte})is(’! 

W'ork, and ejected the en(*my Irrnn the Case- Kami the caa'iny w^as mowH'd down by tlir 

mates plateau and its environs. Sevc'ral Kreneh guns, but soutli of Aides some progress 

counter-attacks wt‘r(‘ repulsed on that and the w'as madt' by tiu* Wi'stphalian regiments. On 

next day, wIk'ii at 5 a.m. an inetfective assault thenighl of the 271 h-28th I hi' ( h'rmans attack(‘d 

on the ('alilornia plati'au lailed. "Phe six days’ on the entire lhaye-Chevregny s])ur front 

battle toi' the \ auelerc. Casemates, and Cali- and in the llurtebise region. 'Phey wi'ic 

ioinia plateaux had l•esulted in a decisive victory everywhere beati'n back with heaxy losses, 

lor our Allies. At nightfall on July 28 they vainly assaulted 

While t his battli* was ending t hi' (‘iiemy again (he Kreneh position west of lluitebise Kariti 
turned his atti'ution to the section of the Hog's on a front of (»5(> yards. "Phe next, day al 

Jhick between the X'aueleie plati'au and Kort dawn our Allies eountei-al tacked bidween 

de la .Malmaison. On the 2‘lrd he twdee the west of Aides and llurtebise harm. At all 



A FRENCH RAID; THE RAIDERS PASS THE WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS. 
A wounded man is seen returning to the trenches. 
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points they made pi'ogress. In the aftoniooii 
at 3 p.in. another (ierinan assault in th<‘ 
Kurtebise region was irustvatecl by the French 
artillery and infantry tire. 

So far then from having reversed the deeision 
of the Battle of Craonno- Reims, the Crown 
Ri-iiie(* and (ieruMal von Rohm in .June ami 
rluly 1917 had stiffered on tlie Chomin-des- 
Daines ridge a sueeession of bloody defeats, 
costing them, perhaps, 100, 000 men killed, 
wounded, and eaptuic'd. That no su(‘(‘essi*s 
of the least im])oi*tanee had been gained 
north of the Aisiie was evidenced by thi‘ fol- 
lowing telegram sent on duly 27 by the Kaiser 
to Hindenburg : 

From tlio hiitt lotioMs of (.alicia, wlirro ttiy troop-', 
in their imn'stiti^ iidvaneo, lia\e won Iresh lanreF, 

I recall willi a, grateful lieart the unforj;,cltaf)le diMaU 
of my armio.s io tlie W'cst in n'pcllin^j; the emnny witli 
tcnacMons pcr-'cvcrancc. Aho\'c all, I think of my 
hnivc troops in Fland(nN, who hav<) for veecks hecii 
the target, of the most violent. artilUn-y tire, and who 
daunt Inssly await, future assaults. ,My eonfideii<*e, 
like that, of the Fatherland, whos<? frontiei’s they are 
defending aj^ainst a w»)rld of eneinii's, is in them. May 
(lod ho with us. 

Had the Crown Prince been winning it is 
unlikely that his father wotild havt' forgotten 
to bracket liis victory with those undoubtedly 
gained against the Russians. On June 21 
when reviewing troops on the Western Front 
he stiid ; 

I express to the troop' ;j;ath<Ted here my fulh'st 
appreeiali<3ii of their c'ouduet and my tirm eoiilideii<*e 
that th('y* hitherto, and when'ver they may hr 

♦ •mployed, will, trusting' in God, do their duty and 
sueeeed in ^aiiiiiif^ the pea<M' for the Fath<‘rhmd whi<di 
we nred for its further des elopiuent . 

'The KilistT eoiicltah'd : 

1 am •■''iiecially deli; 4 :ht«Ml ti» hr ahle oiirr more to <M>n- 
pMtiilatr my w«“ll-lrird I)ra^o«»ii Krj.^imrnl ut Itavnulh 

• a lloheiifrirdlxTg famr. WImmi in thr late summer ol 
ItMO I sent tho Ihireeki^ scpunlroii tt) Kuiuauia I jjjave it 
<»a the way my onh'P to maintain at all (a)sts the old 
tradition whenever it rui^ht Ix', and to gain fn'sh laun-F 
it' possihlo. 'Plm regiment fulfilled the expectations of 
its Supreme War f.ord. ami aeeomplishtMl dt'cds which 
will ])Ioa.se Old Frit/, up there in the Klysiaii Fields. 
May it remain so. We shall not lotrstj oiir hold until a 
liiippy peace is gained.* 

dJiat Frederick the (Ircal wouhl have hc<‘ii 
cipially pleased with the butchery of the 
Prussian (luards on the su)]u*s oi the \ auclerc, 
Cnsci\iates, and California j)hitea\LX seems 
hardly probable. 

It is now necessary to recount the proceedings 

* Idle Battle of Kohemfriedherg was loughl tni .lime t, 
I 1 1.5. Ten sipiadroiis ot the Bayreuth Dragoons 
(l.otH) men) charged through u gup in the i*riiKsian 
line and drove hack the wavering Austrian infantry with 
-^leat lo.ss. 


on the left wing of the Allit's in the period 
between tlie Rattle of Mi'ssines and tin' opening 
of the 'riiird Rattle of Y])ros. 

King ( leorge and ()u('en Alary paiil tlu'soMicis 
a visit in the early part of duly, ainl were 
received with great (‘iitliusiasm. 'There cnii 
he no doubt that sui'h visits did a gri'at deal 
to heart t'li up the troops. Refore they arrixed 



I ( )(fu ill! fihotngp Ufyh. 

THK KING’S VISIT TO FRANCE. 
Biddinji farewell to General P^tain. 


(Jcncral Allcnhy had hainh'd ovi'r tlie 'Third 
Army to Sir duliau Ryng and si*t out for 
Pak'stinc to take command id’ the Fxpt'di- 
tionary Force destined at tin' end ol the year 
to capture d<'rusah‘m. It may In rc In' not out 
of place to recall to the reader tlie s(*r\ ic('s and 
career of this distinguished otliccr. 

General Sir Fdmund Ih'iiry llynman .Mlciiby 
was born in 1S(»1 unu was ga/n'ited as a iieu* 
tenant to the Inniskilling Dragoons in May 
1H82, ill which he passed all his regimental 
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line in June I9I7«— 


THE ALLIED LINE IN JUNE 1917. 


st*rvict3 until lu* roaclHul the rank of major. 
Proec^edinj^ with his regiment to South Africa 
he first saw active* service* iii the BexJiuaimlanel 
ICxpe'eUtion e)f 1884-5 uneler Sir (Tiarles \Varre‘n. 
Promoted captain eai January 10, 1888, he 
eissistenl at tlie sup|)re*ssietn of tlie rising in 
/ululand, Kre)m Maredx 1889 tex MarcJi 
I89.‘{ he* was aeljutant eif his re*gimont. In 
.May 1897 lie^ hccaino a major. 

The* Soutli African ^^'ar, when he coin- 
nmneleMl his ivginient frean April 1900 to 
Jamiary 1901 gave* Ailenby ei wiele*r o]»pe>r- 
1 unity e)f shexwing that lie was a elariiig anel 
re^se)urceful e)tlie*ei\ In the* latter month he was 
given the conauanel of ei cejluinn, and distin- 
guislu*d himsejf in the e)])e*rations rounel (V»k*s- 
he>rg. When lioherts elispatched Frvnch tee 
re*litwe Kimberle*y, Ailenby acce)mpanie»d the 
latter. Me was pre'sent at the* Rattle* of 
Laardeberg erne! at the actions of Poplar (Jrove% 
Dreifontein, Kare*e* Sieling anel Sand River. 
Afte'r Pivte>ria weis e*apture*el he* weis with the 
army which elrove Kruger into Portugue*se 
territory. Ihiele*!* Kitchene*i*, who heiel replace^el 
Keebe'rts, Alltmby was e*onstantly e*in])l<)ved, 
senving with Fiviich anel Rabington against 
l)e* la Key in the last elays of 1900. In Ne>ve*in- 
be*r of that year he had bt*en given the brevtd 
rank e)f lie*utenant-ce)le)nel. The next year 
(1901) French assigne'el to him e)ne* of the 


ceilumns operating in the Kastorn Transvaal 
(January to A])ril). Tn June he was tranaferreel 
to the Western Transvaal. During Septemlx'r 
ho and his column w^erc railed to Dundee in 
Natal to ht'lp oppose Botha. After Botha’s 
retreat from Natal, Allemby’s column, ceinsistirig 
of 480 Scots dreys, 550 (^ambiiiiers, and “ O 
Battery K.H.A., four guns, one pom-pom (F 
S<‘ct.), was sent to Standertoii and placed uneler 
(Jetieral Bruce Hamilton. Ailenby took a 
prominent part in the^ campaign (March -April 
1902) against Botha just previous to the conclu- 
sion of peace. By the end of the war he hael 
been tlireo times mentiejned in elispatches, weis 
made a brevet ce^le:)nel and received the Com- 
panionship of the Bath. Altlmugh the fighting 
was not of a very seiie)us character, still the 
varie*el e'xpe^rience in South Africa was of gre^eit 
value in training for thf' commeind of still largex’ 
fe.)rces in his ne^xt campaign. 

On August 2, 1902, Ailenby ivceiveul the 
substantive rank of lieuti'iianl -colemed on being 
pe)steei tee the 5th Lancei s, which he coniimind<*d 
(ill 1905, when he became a substantive colorn*! 
in th(^ army and was giv(‘n (as Brigadier-general) 
the 1th (^avali y Brigade in the Eastern District. 
In April 1910 he was made Inspector of 
Cavalry, having been promoted to Major- 
geiu'ral in S('|)temboi‘ 1909. 

W'lum the war broke* out in 1914 he w(*nt to 
France with the cavalry and be(*amc an Army 
dorps (k)mmandcr in ()ctob(*r. He was thi*M 
made a ti’inporary Li(*utenant -ge^neral and 
received the substantive* rank on January I, 
1910. In 1915 he was nuuh* a K.C.B., and la* 
was subsetjuently givi*n tla* command of the 
Third Army, and in 1917 select ( m 1 for the com- 
mand of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force. 

On Jum^ 10 Sir Hxibert Gough’s Fifth Army, 
the left wing of which had been engaged in tin* 
combats roxind Bullecourt de.scribed in Chapter 
CCXXlli., came into line on the left of the 
Secoml Army, occiipying the tr(‘nehes from 
Observatory Ridge* to Boesinghe. It was 
destined to play an important part in the Third 
Rattle of Ypres. Simultaneously with the 
transfer of Gough's forces from the devastated 
region to Flanders, the Fourth Ai'my, com 
manded by Sir Henry Rawlinson, moved north- 
wards, its place west and north-west of St. 
Quentin being taken by the French, and the 
Third Army, still commanded by Ailenby, 
extended its right wing in the direction 
Cambrai. Ten days later (June 20) the British 
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relieved tlie French between St. Georges and 
the Nortli Sea, and on ,3 une 15 General Anthoino 
with the French First Army replaced the Bel- 
gians holding the line from Boesinghe, the 
extreme left of Gongh’s Fifth Army, andNord- 
schoote, south of Dixmude, on the Yperloo Canal. 

To mask as far as possible the complicated 
movements connected with the shifting of these 
hundreds of thousands of troops. Sir Douglas 
Haig, while the xjreparations for his great offen- 
sive at Ypres were being finished, maintained 
an olTensiv’^e attitude at varioiis points between 
'i'pres and St. Quentin. On June 12, in the 


north-east to south-west across and south of 
the canal befoi*e Jdollebeke. fh'rnuui e(,)iuitt'r- 
attacks on the 15th for the reeoveiy of the 
earthwork and theses trenches bioke down. 

Tho enemy in these combats hml lost o\ (m* 
150 prisoners, one howitzer, four field guns, and 
seven machine-guns. 

Simultaneously we continued to press the 
Germans in the salient between St. Yves and 
the Lys. South-east of Arras, at about 7.:i0 
a.m. on tho morning of tho 14th, Scottish and 
Fastorn County troops, without a preliminaiy 
bombardment, attacked on a front of some 



1 KKNCH TROOPS ENCAMPED PENDING A CHANGE OF SECTOR. 


morning, our line was slightly advanced south 
ol bens astride the Souchez River, 17 prisoners 
find three machine-guns being eaiUured, and a 
'■eiinter-attaek of the Germans deliv(*red after 
'•ark was repulsed. In tile night of the I2th- 
• Ith we 1‘aided the enemy's front north-west of 
Quentin at be VTaguier, south-east of 
' ''illecourt, at bagnicourt, in the ba Has.see 
'•ient and north-east of Neuve Clia[)elle. On 
•e night of the 14th the small oval earthwork 
tho north bank of the Ypres-(,-omines canal, 
nich had resisted the efforts of the Londoners 
' the Battle of Messines, was at last reduced, 

^ pother with certain trenches running from 


three-cpiart<‘rs of a mile and carried th(‘ liigli 
ground ea.st of Monehy-le-Preux, known as Infan- 
try Hill, capturing 175 Bavarians, two olliceis, 
ami a couple of maehiiH'-guns. The sur\'ivors 
of theGt'rman garrison fled down (he communi 
cation trenches to the Vert and Sart W’oods. At. 
night and during th<' morning of (he I5th the 
(ierman positions were raidc'd (‘ast of boos and 
north-we.st of Bulk‘court, wh(M(‘ a strong poiiit 
wascaptured and r(4ain(‘d. Ikirly on the* morn- 
ing of the 18th shock-troops dislodged the Scot- 
tish and F^asteriiGoimt ies fuen from parts On the 
edge of Infantry Hill, the suniinit of which, how- 
ever, remained in the possession of the British.. 
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sultry weather was now broken by a 
series of violent tlmnderstoriiis, accompanied 
by gales of wind whifrh uprooted trees and over- 
tunied wagons, thus interfering with Sir Douglas 
Haig’s f)reparatious for the VTpres ofTonsive. 

During the next lew <lays th(*r(5 was little to 
report- We raided on t h(' night of the* 1 Hth - Hlth 
th(5 (ha'iuan lifu*-; south-(‘ast of V’^erguier 
and in the ladglihourliood of the Ihipauine- 
('atribrai chaussec* and gained sonu^ ground 
south of the (VjjeuI and n)rth of the Souchez 
riviMs. We also r«‘eo\(‘red tlie ])osts lost on 
t.h(‘ <‘dge of Infantiy Hill. The (lernians four 
times count ia*-attack('d inerk'etually iii th(‘ 
Souehez region. Kaicls of tln‘ laiCMuy east of 
Hpehy and at (hiilleniont b'arni hard by, were 
ref)ulsed on the night of the 2lst-22nd : ours 
south-east of Queant and in the Neuve Chapelle 
and Armenti6r(‘s regioiLs were successful. 
Tla^ next evcaiing Portuguese troops* south of 

* riio Portu^uose troop-, have Immmi dealt with to a 
lar^»e ♦•xtent in (’hapter (hXfA’I. 'I’heir pr<*s<'tu<‘ on the 
hat thdields of was a ^^dlaiil |)roof of lN)rt iij;ar.s 

adhenaieo to hor old ally, Fn^hiiid, and roeallcd the days 
of the Peninsular War, when Portu^'uese troops had 
fought so well in Wellington’s Arniy. 'I’heir uniform was 
cut in the Kri^lish fa--hion, hut tiu' colour was a modifica- 
tion of thf» French “ hl<Mi d’hori/on,” rcsomhling itie 
French ^rrey t)f the old Indian Lij^lit (Rivalry re^hnents. 


.‘Vrmentieres killed or cajjturerl the whole of a 
( Jernuin patrol ; the enemy’s positions north of 
(lavrelle were enteretl and a suecossful operation 
near Warneton was carried out by us. On 



GERMAN OFFICERS TF:STING A 
MACHINE-GUN AT OSTEND. 

the morning of the 24th parties of the oneiny 
approaching our trenches south-etist of Armen- 
tiores and south-east of (.lavrelle w(M*e caught 
<»iir tTiin< 
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• \ nf til' ! n it( h. 

B 0 HSIN(;HH: AkriI.LKRY PASSING AN OLD COMMUNICATION TKKNCH. 


'riu^ niglit of tin* 24(li-2r>tli and the <lay of 
.lime 2r>th were (list inmiislie<l liy a nund)c‘r of 
iniiioi* <jp(‘rat ions on onr pai’t Ix'twc'en Hoog(* 
and Kpi'diy lh‘low tiu' Mi'ssines ridge tli(' 
Ih'itish estahlislu'd posts on the \Varn(*ton 
road, almost a inih' ahov(^ the village imnie- 
diat(‘ly in front of the Warnoton line, d’lio 
anxiety of the (Jcrmans in this (piarter was 
e\ ideiKM'd by tla* (ires of dc'striK'tion dxirning 
in Coinines. Kast of \’ermell(.‘s a raiding pai ty 
eapturcxi two mine-tlirowers, and reniaiii(‘(| 
some two lionrs in the (Jerman line, bombing 
dng-onts and eommnnieat ion trenelu^s. Xear 
linaix on the ))anks of tin* Searpe five (termans 
\\(‘rt* eaptiired, whih' south of the Searpi* onr 

• aids near Rnlhvonrt arid I'^peliy gave useful 

• (•suits, (.'lose to the canal side at Vendhuille 
tile garrison of a rt‘(loubt was annihilated. 

It was, however, on th(‘ outskirts of L(*ns 
that the most succM'ssful action was fought. 
A stroke at Lens was, p(Mhaps, the movement 
'X'st calcMilated to mystify Prince Kuppreeht 

to the region selecttnl for the coining Anglo- 
‘ •‘•‘nch offensive, (haieral Horne’s troops 
‘‘•le already north, west, and south of Lens, 
ttd it might well bo expected that tho Jh-itish 
^<»uld endeavour to eject the Ciermans out of 
important mining centre before they 


attempt('(l to makt* a fiu'tlicr adsancc north 
of lh(‘ Lys. 

To ])rot(H*t Lens tin' (‘many had lieen busy 
blowing up the i-oads (.in its s(.)uth sid(^ in th(‘ 
A\ion ar(‘a, and he hail fl()od(‘d th(‘ flat land 
betw(‘(*n Lens and Avion south of thi‘ Souclu*/. 
river. A lake half a mile broad and a miln 
long had Ikh'ii formed, out of which rose 
the ruins of tlx* indust lial suburli known as 
(’ite St. Antoine. Th(‘ inma'iise railway yards 
tlu‘r(‘ W(‘ie under wati“r. Almost (‘very build- 
ing in the (’it('‘ (In Moulin, the w(‘stern suburb 
of L(‘ns, had heen levelled to the ground to 
give th(‘ garrison of th(‘ city a good ti(*l(l of 
lire. Similar l(*V(‘lling had Ixm'ii doin' at olhi'r 
points, and Lcmis now was but the husk of a 
city. 

To the west (if L(*ns rose a. hillock. Hill <ia, 
the k(W to the d(‘fenees on that side. It was 
strongly fortitii'd above and lielow gi'oniRl, 
and the dug-outs and tri'iiciies w(‘re h(‘ld by 
detachments of the Prussian .'"ititli Division, 
recruited in the Khinehmd. ()n Sunday, 
June 2t, in tlu' evening onr hi'avy guns ih^lnged 
this eminc'iice with hug(^ shells. After two 
hours’ bombardment South Midland tro(jps 
went “over the top,” and. meeting with little 
or no opposition, s(.*iz(‘d Hill In vain the 
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[Canadian War Recoids. 

GERMAN CONCRETE EMPLACEMENTS IN LENS SMASHED BY 
CANADIAN ARTILLERY. 


Khiiielanders were incited to counter-attack. 
They wore promised, if Uiey wore successful, 
to b(j at once relieved, but their moral had been 
sJiaken by weeks of shell-induced tension, 
and they could not be prc^vailod upon to do so. 

Th(' loss of Tlill ()“) obliged the (‘iieiuy to 
withdraw a considerable distance south of 
the Souchez. Soon after 7 a.]n. on the 25th, in 
th(‘ wake of a violent barrage, our troops 
stormed the brewery on tla^ AiTas-I<,ens road, 
and to the southward pushed up along th<* 
railway line. Before noon they were less than 
half a mile south of Avion, During the 2(>th 
La Ooulotte, a village on tht' Arras-Lens 
highway diui west of Avion betwc'on the Souchez 
and Avion, was occupied by the British. 
Thus the enemy’s positions astride the rivei' 
on a front f>f two miles and to an average 
depth of a thousand yards had been .secured. 
Meantime, south of the Scarpe at midnight on 
Monday, June 25, some 5(M) yards of treriches 
on the west bank of the Sensee, in front of 
Fontaine-lez-Croisilles, had been (*apturod by 
the Durhains after a la^nvy bombardment 
and gas barrage. A battalion of Westphalians 
counter-attacked while the North (.’ountrymen 
were digging themselves in. The Durhains 
had no time to seize their rifles, but with 
uplifted spades felled the M’est phalians, most 
of whom were lads of 18 or 19, inflicting terrible 
wounds. Storm troops were brought up to the 
support of the cowed Westphalians, but the 
Diirhams shot then\ down. Later a third 


counter-attack was re])ulsed by shell-fire. West 
of Oppy on the evening of the 20th we raid(‘d 
successfully, and on the morning of the 27th 
wo beat off a (Jerman party south of Kreux 
on the marshy banks of the Scarpe. 

I’he operations west and south of L(‘ns 
caused Brince Rupprecht to imagine that Sii- 
Douglas Haig sot great store on iminediat(‘ly 
capturing the city. 1 n the (leri \ lan cominun a/cr 
of Juno 27 it was stated that the British woe 
“attacking the Lerrs salient.’* On Jime 28 
(Icncral Horne in tin* evening made elaboratr 
demonstration.s to give the imprevssion tlu«l 
this was .so. On a 12 -mile front, frem 
Hulluch to Oavrelle, gas, smoki? and theiinii 
were discharged and a number of small raids 
were made, together with real attacks on 
two and a-half mile front astride the Souchez and 
on a 2,000 yards’ front opposite Oppy. Furtlio 
to mystify the enemy the war correspondent', 
after the. event were permitted to .state that 
there were “ four simultaneous but disjointed 
minor o]:)erations,” a statement scarcely likcl\ 
to take in the masters of the art of deliberat.' 
falsehood; but nevertheless the following passa^:* 
from the German communique of the 29th secn- 
to prove that Prince Rupprecht was cornpletcl> 
deceived by General Horne’s demonstration. 

In tho salimit west and south -woHt of Loos, wlu' 
had long since boon abandoned by ns as a battle-grouu ‘ 
an attack by strong English forces was launched earl > 
in the morning along tho road to Arras. It proved ’ 
bo a thrast in the void. 

Tn tho evening, after drumfii'e, several divisioo 
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iittacked between Hiilhich and M6rieourt, and from 
Fresnoy to Gavrelle. Near Hulluch, ns well as between 
Loos and the road to Lens and Liovin, tho enemy were 
driven back by our fire, and as a result of our ooimter- 
thrust. West of Loos, after viob'iit fight with our 
advanced troops, a new enemy attack was not <-arried 
out. Near Avion a first assault was launehed with 
extraordinary energy, but failed completely. 'Fhe 
enemy attacked here again after bringing up reinforfc- 
tnonts. This attack also was frustrated by our fire 
and counter- thrust. Between Fresnoy and Ga\relh* 
the enemy fed with a continual stnaim of fresli troops 
his storming waves, which at first c^ollapsed with Inaivy 
losses under our artillery activity. 

After fierce close-quarter battles, the Britisli estab- 
lislied themselves between Oppy and the windmill of 
Gavrelle in our foremost lines. 

Our troops fought admirably. The enemy suffered 
bloody losses against our well -organ! zed defence and 
in the hand-to-hand fighting. 

The bombardinont began soon after 7 p.in. 
and was crushing in its offoet. A thousand 
guns suddenly opened and the earth trembled 
with their reverberations, while a crown of 
bursting shells was formed round J.(ens. 
Directly afterwards heaven’s tlumder mingled 
with that of tho guns. 'J’hc day had been 
threatening and tho sky was ov^ercast. A 
\iolent thunderstorm, accompanied by tropi- 
cs 1 rain, burst, and the jagged lightning 


ilhnninated the scent'. Tliroiigh storm, smoke 
anti gas the British advanctnl. North of Ia'Os, 
in the Loos region, English trot)ps stormetl 
certain trenches in tho Lite St. T..aui(‘nt area. 
Here the men of the Prussian 8th Division 
fought stubbornly and, as the attack was not 
intentled by (leneral Ht)rne to bo pressed htunt', 
it soon endetl. 

Asiritle the Souchez riv^er the advance was 
no feint. Early in the morning the Canadians, 
south of the river, liatl ]jushetl forward on the 
Arras-Lens rtmtl as far as tho hamlet of Elen 
tlit Leauvette, below that point had entered 
the southern fringi^ of Avion, and farther south 
had occupied a trench defended by detac^hments 
of the r)th Prussian ( Irenadiers beyond the rail- 
way. Above Leauvette the- (lerinans liad de- 
stroyed the bridge ar*ross the Souchez. W ith 
English troops, including South Midlands, 
north of the river, the Lanadians in tlu? drench- 
ing rain resumed their forvvai’d movement. 
Tho South Midlands punished scven'ly units 
of tho 11th Reserve Division, which liad relieved 
the 56th Division and w^ere endeavouring to 
reach tho Cite du Moulin. As for the Canadians 



[Canadian War Retards. 

HIDDEN TREASURE RECOVERED AT SOUCHEZ. 

The Mayor and Aldermen of Souchez are carryinif away money which had been burled when 
the inhabitants fled before the Germans, 




NIGHT RAID BV SCOTTISH TROOPS ON THE WESTERN FRONT. 
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they burst into Avit^n and bombed and 
bayoneted the Germans in the soutliern and 
western streets. On their right the pit-heads 
of Fosse 4 and 4 Bis de Litvin defended by 
inttchine-gnns hold them up. They swung to the 
left of these and established themselves on a 
diagonal line striking riorth-west and south-east ' 
f hrough the wrecked houses of Avion. But the 
pitheads at dawn wore still untaken. Some 
prisoners and 12 maehitie-gims had been 
seeured ; on a front of four miles we had 
advanced in depth a mile. 

Simiiltaneously Knglish troops from the Fast 
Mi<lland (among them the Royal Warwicks) and 
Northern (‘onnties had attacked the trenches 
west and south of Oppy. They were held by 
tlu^ 5th Bavarian Regiment, which offered a 
sl»ibborn I'esistance. Nevertheless, all were 
carried and 240 prisoners taken. 

On Juno JIO heavy rain fell, but in the night 
north of Souehoz a further advance was made 
on a front of half a mile west and south- 
west of Lens. Duriffg July raids similar to 
those in June were made by the ihitish betwwn 
^'pros and St. Qiientin, and the Germans 
attempted several limes to penetrate our lines 
In most of the combats we maintained the 
ujiper luind. For example, in the small hours 
of July 2J tlu^ (Vinadians on a front of about. 
(lOO yanls south of Avion reached the high 
embankment of the Avion-Mericourt railway 
and attacked the dug-outs in it. As the enemy 
had ])een employing gas shells on the |)rcvious 
•ittcrnoon the Canadians wore gas masks 
Aftci’ bombing the dug-outs and capturing hb 
P'isoiKTs they returned to their lines. 

1 >11 < he other hand, the Germans were success - 
till on a few occasions. Thus on July 25, in the 
early morning, after a heavy bombardment, with 
thf assistance of flame-throwers they drove in 
'=omc advanced posts on Infantry Hill. But, 
'akt n as a whole, they got much the woiv.t ot 
tlh' exchanges, except in one instanc(' now to 
Ix' narrated. 

b has been seen that on June 20 the British 
\ od the French between St. Georges and the 
'» tfi 'Fheir presence round Lombartzyde 

’ll JliM Dunes, nine miles from Ostend, appears 
have puzzled Prince Riipprecht and his statT. 
V may have imagined that they would act 
“I < >11 junction with some force to be landed on 
-oast under cover of the guns of the British 
Be that as it may, the German leaders 
-Ind to drive our men back into Niouport 
Hii.i 1 cross the canalised Yser. 


We were in a difficult pt.isition The front 
was a narrow one, our backs were to the canal ? 
no proper trenches or dug-outs could be made, 
water being so close to the surface ; and our only 
defences were breastworks and barbed wii'e. 
A dyke, the Geleede Creek, ran perpen<liculariy 
a^'ross our front, entering tin* Yser, south- w(‘st 
of Lombartzyde, dividing it into two 
sections. If the bridges over the creek were 
smashed. Hie troops in the left sect ion could not 
reinforce those in the right and rice ve»'st} . if 
the bridgi-s over tlu^ A'ser were destroyed 
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THE GERMAN SUCCESS ON THE 
YSER: JULY 8, 1917. 


the British garrison in this bridge-head would 
bo isolated At first sight it would havr- 
seemed good [lolicy to have withdrawn our 
men fr'om so (.‘xptised an area, but to have 
done so would have nmant our losing control 
of the machinery regulating the Ysr-r inunda- 
tioiLs. Moreover, if the 'rhird Battle (J ^’|)l•es 
resulted in a crushing victory for the Allie.s, 
the possession of the bridge-head would be 
of great value to rs when pursuing th(‘ <*re‘iny 
should he evacuate Ostraid. 

On the ev'cning of July H the (h'rmaiiS bi'gan 
a systematic and heavy bomliardment of the 
British position The bridge's over ^Ih' Gck'cde 
Creek ami the Yser wrae <lcstroy<‘d, the wire 
entanglements torn into fragments, and the 
breastworks levelled to the gr*ound. At 7.4.5 
p.rn. on July 10 German Marines and other 
troops were sent forwaiti. The brunt of the 
attack was borne by the King’s Royal Rifles 
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FRENCH TROOPS LEAVING THE NIEUPORT SECTOR 
On being relieved hy the British, some of whom are seen looking on. 


hoklin^ tho coast end of the line with tho North- 
ainptona on thinr light. Six to seven hundred 
yards behind them was the canal. For more 
than an hour the British kept the Marines at 
bay. Most of thi^m died fighting, a few swam 
tlu' Yser and escaped. The enemy had cut 
of* tlie we.stiu*n end of our position on a front 
of 1,400 yards and reached the right bank of 
the Yser near the sea, but on the other side of 
the (leloede Creek lie was driven back. 

Such was, in the language of the German 
communique of July 12, “the great and mag- 
nificent success” of July 10. The enemy 
claimed to have captured 1,250 prisoners, 
including 27 oHicers, but, amongst these, were 
doubtless counted very many who were dead. 
On the 1 Jth he attempted to complete his plan 
by attack inu: south of Lombart/.yde, but was 
repulsed. The attempt was again repeated 


on tho 1 9th with I ho same result. The southern 
section of tho British line on the coast covering 
Nieuport remained in British hands, when tlu‘ 
Third Battle of Ypres opened. 

It will be noticed that tho operations 
described in t his chnjiter w'ore none of them com- 
manding in results. But regarded as a whoht 
they were not unim[)ortant. Many valuabli) 
points were seized, and the 7)ioral of the Allii'il 
troops had shown itself superior to that of their 
opponents. The Germans had lost heavily in 
killed, wounded and prisoners, considerably in 
material, and to some extent in terrain. They 
hail never been able to follow up any of tlicir 
minor successes, and in nearly every instniicr 
where they had gained ground temporarily tiny 
had been driven out of it again. It may fnirly 
be said that the result of I he fighting in J luu' and 
July had been advantageous to the Allies 
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P AHLIAMBNT, at tlio end of OctolxM* 
11)17, pa.SH(Hl a nicinorabl<^ voto of 
thanks to tlio Navy and Army for 
their war service's. In the House of 
Lords tho rosoliitiou was moved by Karl 
Curzori, who, in dealing with tho work tluil tho 
naval, military and air fori^es liad done spoke 
of tho extraordinary valour of all ranks. He said 
that to tho Army 301 Victoria Crosses had 
boon awarded, and two bars to the Crosses ; 
and 28 Crosses had boon awarded to tho Navy. 
Those honours were includod in a list of awards 
which justified the speaker in declaring that 
some of the deeds for which they«svere given 
wore almost past belief, and as time went on 
would bo enshrined in legend and form lessons 
to be taught to the future generations of our 
race. 

It was remarked in Chapter (GLI. (Victoria 
(Grosses of the War. — I.) that tho new system 
of warfare had produced now types of fighters 
— the airman, the submarine man, the bomber, 
the trcnchman, doers of “ things unattempted 
yet in prose or rhyme,” and that statement 
held good for all tho period during which 
Vol. XV.— Part 189. 


the great lionour of the Cross was conferred. 
Modern war's a|)palling forms ha<l (woIvT‘d a 
race of heroes whose ai^ts laid no rivals out of 
the realms of mythology ; tlu‘- very Sagas 
paled before tho glamour of tlu? tales of deeds 
for which the Cross was charily awarded. 

Every fresh dev(‘lof>mont had giv^en British 
fighting men the chance to show that tlu*y were 
fully qualified to meet and master it when 
victory was ihhmIoiI ; and now there was to 
come the hero of the drifter, tin* smack, tlie 
“ pill-box “ and the tank. It was all wonderful 
and varied to the point of numbing rec(‘[)tivity 
and undomtanding ; yet what even to imagina- 
tion scernoil impossible proved achievablf 
through British enterprise and courage*. 

The announcements of tlie awards were 
made for the most part in considerable 
batches, and in a few cases the onicial story 
was of unusual I(*ngth ; hut there were 
instances wlien notliing was added to tho ban* 
statement that the Cross had been given fur 
certain special work, these being invariably 
in connexion with naval operations. While 
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holding of details iii such cases it was difllcult 
to understand the official method of consistently 
using the term “ enemy.” The system was 
well enough adapted to earlier days of the 
Cross, when there was no doubt as to the 
identity of the opponent, but it no longer 
applied to the very greatly altered circumstances 
of the war, and it was impossible to svippose 
that the use of the word “ German ” could 
have conveyed information of any vnlue to the 
foe. If a British fighter slow and captured 
Germans wholesale in straightforward conflict 
— and British fighters did both — no one knew 
the humiliating fact sooner or better than the 
Gormans themselves, and no official craft in 
employing the expression “enemy” could 
conceal the knowledge from them. Yet 
“ enemy ” was persistently, tediously and 
unilluminatingly employed, and it was left to 
the reader to choose from the German, Austrian, 
Turkish or Bulgarian forces ; the selection 
being a matter of personal knowledge or 
inference. 

It was not until the war had entered upon 
its fourth year that a Victoria (h’oss was 
bestowed upon a member of that vast army of 
auxiliaiies who swept and patrolled the .seas 
in such small craft as steam tiawlers and 
drifters. For the most part the crews of these 
vessels were fishermen, and they had done 
invaluable service in sweeping the seas clear 
of mines, in hunting and capturing submarines, 
and in patrol and other work. Idiese services 
had involved constant peril and hardship, with 
inevitable heavy losses There had been many 


meldings with the enemy, encounters in 
near and distant waters, and in all these 
fights the toilers of the deep sea had u})hold 
their splendid reputation for courage and 
endurance. 

One of the most remarkable fights of all was 
that in Iho Straits of Otranto on the morning 
of May 15, 1917. The circumstances were very 
unusual, the forces very unerpiol, and the odds 
heavily in favour of tlu* f^ni'iuy ihe Allied 



SKIPPER JOSEPH WATT. 


drifter line was attacked by Austrian light 
eriiisers, one of which, at about 100 yaids 
range, hailed the drifter Gowanlea and ordered 
the skipper, Joseph Watt, to stop and abandon 
her. The Gowanlea was a typical drifter, wdth 
a length of keel of loss than 90 feet, a depth of 
less than 10 feet, and a breadth of 18 feet 
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SECOND HAND T. W. CRISI* 


Returning from the Palace wearing his own D.S.M . 
and his father’s V.G. and D.S.C. 

r» inches. She had as crew a more handful of 
men, and as annaiiient gun that was 

almost toy-like in appearance. The size 
and power of the Austrian cruiser were not 
stated, but at her stone’s-lhrow distance 
she must assuredly ha\M* tower<‘d above her 
liny prey 

It was one. thing for an Austrian to give an 
order to a British fisherman turned fighter, but 
a very different thing for that stanch seaman 
to obey. So far from heeding the enemy. 
Skipper ^Vatt, thotigh instant destruction 
seemed certain, onhned full specul ahead and 
called upon his crew to give three cheers 
and fight to a finish. I'lio very audacity 
of the defianee might well have taken 
the Austrian aback; at any rate, fire was 
opened on the cruiser. Then began a short, 
shaip, curious fight. Anything in the shape 
of a cruiser should have had a very easy aiul 
simple task in destroying the drifter, but the 
Austrian found his opponent so little to his 
liking that he was content to maintain a 
nmning fight, the running on his part being 
towards the safest part of the battle-area. One* 
round only luxd been fired from the drifter’s 
gun when the weapon was disabled at the 
lireech. The gun’s crew, how’ever, in spite of 
Mcavy fire, tried to work the gun. Luckily for 
’he Gowanlea, the cruiser passed, ami then 
>kippor Watt, not content with what he had 
hme, and disregarding his own damage, took 
iiis little .ship alongside another drifter, the 
loandi, which was in woi’se case than his own, 
ud helped to remove the dead and wounded, 
't was for his gallantry on this strenuous 


occasion that Skipper Watt received the 
Victoria Cross, the announcement being made 
on August 29, 1917. 

That affair of drifters in the Adriatic showed 
the sterling quality of the fishers’ mettle; it 
was an episode which api^caled with special 
lorco to the public at home, but there was soon 
to bo given the story of another fisher V.C. 
hero which, in some rcspe(Ms, made an oven 
tleepor ni)j>oal, for it contained the elements of 
splendid tragedy and sacrifice. 'Fliis was the 
stoiy of Skij)per Thomas (’risj), a fisherman of 
Lowestoft. Tht^ tele was first tokl in the 
House of (knnmons by the Prime Minist(*r, who 



SKIPPER THOMAS CRISP. 

was ])aying a glowing tribute to the loyalty tvml 
courage of the fishei*mcu ; on Xovembci* 2 the 
London Gazette announced the posthumous 
grant of the Cross to Crisp and the award of the 
Distinguished Service Medal to his son, Secoml 
Hand Thomas William Crisp. The details 
which were published were unusually full. 

One August afternoon, shortly before three 
o’clock, the smack Nelson, of whieli Skipper 
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Clisp was in command, was on the port tack, 
with her trawl dcnvii. The skippen’ was below, 
packing tisli, and oiu? hand was on deck, cleaning 
fish for next morning’s ])reakfast . M’he skipper 
came on deck and seeing an object on the 
horizon he (‘xaniined it closely and sent for his 
glasses. What he. sew caused him to shout 
almost instantly, “(’lear for action! Sub- 
marine ! ” fie had scarcely utttTed the words 
when a shot fell on th(^ smack’s port bow, only 
about MMt yards away Thereupon th(' motor 
man got to his motor, the hand on deck dropped 
his fish and wtait to the ammunition-room, and 
the otluM’ hands, at the skipper’s orders, let 
go t he w'ar[) and ]jut a dan ” on the end of 



LIEUT. CHARLES G. BONNER, D.S.C., 
R.N.R. 


it- — the “ dan ” being the buoyi*d flag which 
traw^lei’s use to locat(^ slanils of fish or other 
objects. 'JTie gunlayer — the Nelson had only 
a three-poimdt*!' as armanuMit — held himself 
in readiness until Crisp said, “ It's no use 
waiting any longc'r ; w(;’ll have to let them 
have it ! ” Hra\t‘ words indited, worthy of the 
deep s(‘a man and tlw' name of the smack which 
he commanded. ^h*anwhile the submarine, 
wdiieh was in the tlistanee, in almost absolute 
security, was .shelling the sinaek. The earlier 
of the shots missed theii* target, but the fourth 
•shell went through the port bow, just alnivo 
the w’ater-line. “Then the skip])er shoved 
her round.” Again the .shells screamed, but 
there was no cotdusion, not even w'hen the 
seventh shell came, ])assed through the skipper’s 
side, and out through tlu3 deck and the side of 
the smack. That terrible missile ended the 
life of the skipper and his vessel, for while he 


fell to the dock with shattered body the smack 
was .sinking rapidly. Undaunted by what 
seemed like certain fate, the mortally wounded 
man’s son, who was second hand, or mate, of 
the Nelson, took charge, the firing continuing 
and the vessel being dragged down by the sea 
that surg(‘d into her. 

The gunlayer w'cnt to his skipper to see if 
he could help him with first aid ; but the 
gallant Crisp knew that he was far beyond the 
well-meant help. “ It’s all right, boy, do your 
best,” he said. T’hen, with the ruling j)a.ssion 
of duty strong in death, ho said to his .son, who 
also had gone to him, “ Send a message off.” 
C)l)edient to the order, the words wore sent : 
“ Nelson being attacked by submarine. Skippei- 
killed. Send assistance at once.” That having 
been done, the .skipper spoke again to his son, 
“ Abandon ship. Throw the book.s overboard,” 
As a forlorn hope, tht^ son asked his father if 
t hey might lift him into the boat, but the dying 
skipijer knew too w'(>ll how futile such an c^ffoii 
at .salvation would b(', and his only answer was, 
“Tom, I’m done. Thrown me overboard." 
And so, on the shattered, reddent^l deck on 
which he was br(*alhing his last, they had to 
leave him. They took to the small boat, and 
in 15 minutes the Nelson went down, taking 
her commander with her. During that day 
and night and the next day and night until 
morning broke the survivors rowed and wen* 
blown about in the little craft ; then they wen* 
saved, and the story of the Nelson and hci* 
skipper was made known. 

IMany valiant men and lads had won tin* 
Cross on land and sea and in the air, but th(‘rc 
had been no more splendid exhibition of true 
loyalty and courage and resource than Ski])pcr 
Thomas Cris])’s. There was not and could nol 
be for him the fierce joy of ordinary battle, oi* 
the exultation of a skilful sea or air combat ; he 
was trapjjed to death, there w^as no hop(3 of 
e.sca])e or resciuj — yet knowing all that full well 
he died, refusing oven to have his maimed body 
taken away from his sinking vessel, lest it 
should delay and hamper his son and the rt'st 
of his cr<"w. 

The otheial story of Crisp’s achievement did 
not indicate the means by which his ines.sage 
was sent ; but an explanation was afforded 
subsequently in The Tillies^ in a short article 
describing how fighting men’s lives had been 
saved by homing pigeons. It w^as pointed oui 
that the w^ork of the Government pigeons was 
sometimes literally a matter of life and death 
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to oar fighters, many of whom owed their lives 
to the speed of the birds. Skipper Crisp was 
given as a notable instance — a bird flew away 
with liis appeal for help for the cn‘w. 

Simultaneously with the award of the Cross 
to Skipper Crisp there w^as announec'd the award 
of the same honour to Lieut(‘nant Charles 
(leorg© Honner, D.S.C., and IVtty 



SETTINCf OUT. 


Olheer Krnest Pitcher. No details were given 
in Bonner’s ease luyond the general statement 
that the decoration was conferred for services 
ii\ action with enemy submarines ; while in th(‘ 
< ase of tlie petty olTitjer it was stat('d that he 
\\i\d l)(‘en selected by the crew of a gun of one 
"f II.M. ships to receive the (.'ross in accordance 
with the Warrant of 185(». d’he honours, 
decorations, and medals which wei‘e awarded at 
tills time were an indication of the ])ersistent 
and successful war which had b(*en waged 
against en(*my submarines. A very interesting 
item in the list was:- — ‘'Second bar to the 
1>.S.(). — (‘a])tain (b Camphell, \b(J , J^.S.O. 
IbX.” 

TJio first Cross to be annonneed in tlie fonrtli 
year of the war was to an airman, a ilistin* 
giiished memh(‘r of the force wliich liad become 
Iniiowii as tlie “ cavalry of t hi^ air,” and wJiosc 
exploits appealed with special force to a people 
^xlio above all things valued and admired dasli 
anil enterprise in unfamiliar circnmstaiiecs — 
diough even desperate conflicts liigh in tlie air 
* re becoming common hajijiciiiiigs. Tliis rc 
' 'pient was Captain William Avery Bishoji, 
‘ uiadian Cavalry and Royal Flying Corps, 

‘ lio, like the lamented young hero, Captain 
Mbert fh\ll,* had already won the J).S.O. and 
^I.C. Here again was a ease exemplifying 
'>^h astounding daring and success that 
‘diout the bare official facts to prove it the 

* Chapter CCV., p. 302. 


story would have been incredible ; for Bishop, 
single-handed, attacked enemy aerodromes, 
ongtVged the enemy against overwhtdining odds, 
did much material damage, and finally returned 
in safety to his station. Bishop had boon sent 
out to work iiidoi^oudently. First of all he 
flew to an lU'roilrome, hut finding no machine 
about lie flt'w on to aiiotlicr am’odrome some 
three miles south-east, wliich was at least twelve 
miles on tlie other side of the line. On the 
ground were seven machines, some with their 
engines running. From a luu'ght of only about 
50 feet tlie captain attacked them, aii<l a 
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CAPTAIN W. A. BISHOP, 

Canadian Cavalry and R.F.C. 

mechanie who was starting one of tlu* engint's 
was seen to fall. One of th(‘ machines got oil 
tli(^ ground, but at. a lunglit of 00 h-ct Bishop 
fiml fifteen rounds into it. at very close rangi? 
and it crashed to th(^ ground. His action 
apparently goaded the imimiy into furtlii^r 
effort, for a .second machine got off the ground. 
Tills aciroplane had little better luck than its 
predecessor Bishop, at a range of 150 yards, 
fired .30 rounds into it, and the. machine fell 
into a tree. Two more machines then rose 
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from the aerodrome, and at a height of 1,00(» 
foot Bishof) engaged ono of them, emptying the 
rest of his drum of ammunition with such good 
effect that the macliine craslied 300 yards 
from the aerodrome. 'J’lio ca])tain liad now 
accounted for three machines ; into the fourth 
ho emptied a wliole drum of ammunition ; then, 
and not till then, lie math’* for Jiis station. The 
demoralizing effect u])on the <memy of this 
Kingle-lianded, skilful and infl<‘xil>le onslaught 
was siwdi tliat although four hostile scouts 



THE KING PRESENTING H^^'R 
HUSBAND’S V.G. TO MRS. AGKROYD. 

were about 1,000 f<*(d. above Bishop for some- 
thing like a mile td his ndurn journey, “ they 
would not attack.” These gallant achieve- 
ments aroused tlu^ (.’anadian people to en- 
thusiasm, and this they showed in October 
1917, when Bishop, who had ])een promoted 
major, was niarrio<l in Toronto. 

In passing it may be noted that at the end 
of 1917 7,000 docoraticms had been conferred 
on m<>mbors of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force for valour in the field and outstanding 
war service, these awards including 19 Vic- 
toria Crosses— seven to oflicers and twolvo 



(CAPTAIN (Temp. Lieut. -Goloncl) BERTRAM 
BEST-DUNKLEY, 

Lancashire Fusiliers. 

Befon‘ being killed in action, Tem])orary 
Captain Harold Ackroyd, M.C., M.D., R.A.M.C., 
attached to the Royal Berkshire Regiment, 
saved the lives of many woimd(Hl olticers aud 
men, his courage bdng shown in circumstances 
of the gr(‘atest peril, for he worked in the op(‘n. 
under heavy fire from artillery, machine guns, 
amd smaill airms. Th(‘ aiiinouncement of AcU 



SEGOND LIEUT. (Acting Gaplain) THOS. 
GOLYER.FERGUSSON, 
Northamptonshire Regiment. 
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royd’s Cross was made known on September 6, 
1917, and with it wore published eight other 
awards. Of this total of nine no fewer than 
five were posthumous honours, Ackroyd's 



SERGEANT ROBERT BYE, 

Welsh Guards. 

fallen conirades being Captnifi (T, Lt.-Col.) 
Mertram J3eHt-l)uukley, Lancashin^ Fusiliers, 
Si'coud Lieutenant (acting Captain) Thomas 
Riversdalo Coly<a*-Fergusson, Northampton- 
shirty Regiment, Corporal James Llewellyn 
J)avies, Royal AVelsh Fusiliers (Nantymoel, 
(Jlamorgan), and rri\'ate 'rhomas Barratt, 
South Staffonlshiro Regiment (Tipton). 
Lieutenant'Colon(*l R<*st -Dunkley, ly his 
bravery and devotion to duty while in com- 
mand of his battalion, added to tiny n.lready 
^re.at reputation which t he J..aneashire F usiliers 
had won in the war. Colyer-FergussouV 
<‘onduct was an “ amazing record of dash^ 
gallantry and skill, for whitdi no reward can 
lny too great, liaving regard to the importance 
'►f the position won.” In his ease great skill 
■md bravery w^ere shown when plans had gone 
ATong, and the tactical situation had de- 
veloped contrary to expectation. Confronted 
\ith serious difficulties, he rose to the situation 
nith an energy and ability which save<l it, and 
he performed many acts of personal valour 
h fore he was killed by a sniper. Davies was 
oiother example of single-handed exploits 
’ h‘ fought successfully with tho bayonet, then. 
Minded though he w'as, he led a bombing 
‘dy in an assault on a <lefended house, 
a sniper who was harassing his platoon, 
ho corporal was so severely w'ounded that he 
• bsoquently died. Barratt also did fine work 


against hostile snipers, some of whom, at close 
range, ho stalked and killed. Ho had safely 
regained our lines when ho had tho misfortune 
to bo killed. Barratt was a fine marksman, 
and his accurate shooting caused many casual- 
ties to tho enemy and prevented their advance. 
He was an orphan who Ixylonged to the little 
parish of Tipton. Some of his early years 
were spiuit in tluy workhouse, and in that 
institution his father died. Running away 
from it, the boy was cared for by his grand- 
mother, who at t luy time of his death made her 
living by selling fruit in a poor district. 

A VVelsUi (tuardsman — Serge«ant Robert Bye 
(Penrhiw’coibc'r, Clamorgan) showed tho “most 
remarkable initiative.” ihy saw that two 
enemy blockliouses were causing a good deal 
of trouble, and rushing at one tyf them ho put 
tho garrison out of action ; tluyn he rejoined 
his comjiany, and went forward to tho assault 
of the styeonil objeudivo. When tluy troops hail 
gone forward to tluy attack of a thiril objective, 
and a party w’as detailed to clear up a lino of 
blockhouses which had been passed, Bye 



CORPORAL JAS. LLEWELLYN DAVIES, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 


volunteered to tako charge of tluy party. Ho 
aeeomidisbod his object and took many ]>ri- 
soners ; and lie mado more prisoru^rs when he 
afterwMirds advanced to the third objective. 
Ill all his operations lu^ gavo invaluabky help 
to the assaulting companies. , 

A Coldstream ( Juan Isman -Private 'riiomas 
Witham (liurnley)— al.-o very greatly tlis- 
tiuguished hiinself during au attack and was 
tho means of saving many lives and helping 
the whole lino to iMlvanee. An enemy mochino 
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gun was enfilading the battalion on the riglifc. 
and VVithain, on his own initiative, immediately 
worked his way from shell hole to shell hole 
through our own barrage, and rushed the gun 
and eaptured it, with an officer and two other 
ranks. 



Coldstream (Juards, shows his Victoria Ooss. 


A (Jordon HighlaiuhT — Private (Jeorgo 
ISIelnlosh (13iicki<', Hanffsliin') - lv‘ing, with 
liis company, under machine-gun fire at close 
rnnge, unJiesitatingly rusJicd forward und<T 
lieavy tip', and reaching the emplact inent threw 
a INlills bomb into it, killing two of the enemy 
and wounding a tJiird. Ihitcring the dug-out 
afterwards, he found two light inachiiK' guns, 
M liicli lu' carried back with him. 

Corporal Leslie^ Wilton Andrew, Infantry 
Battalion, Ne\v Zealand Force, completed this 
list of nine. In his cast* the objeetivt^ was tluj 
very unattractive one of A machine-gun which 
Jiad been loeatt'd in an isolated building. On 
leading liis men forward lie unexjiectedly 
(‘ncountered a machine-gun post wl ich was 
holding up the advance of another company 
Immediately attacking this, he eajitured the 
gun and killed several of tlic crew' ; then he 
turned his attention to tin* isolated building 
and took this post, killt'd se\eral of t he enemy, 
and j)ut the rest to flight. 

That self-sacrificing hero, Captain Noel 
(lodfrey Chavasse,* headinl a list of 11 recipients 
of the Cro«s whose acts w'cre recorded in tho 
Londm Gazette of September 14, 1917. That 
list M,lso contained the name of another offictr 

♦Chapter CLXXXV., p. 170; iMuipter CCV., p h94. 


who was to be atldod to the higher ranks of 
the roll. This was Lieut. -Col. (T. Brig.-Gen.) 
Clifford Coffin, D.S.O., H.E. A conspicuous 
feature of this award was the absence of any 
special exploit or act such as those for which 
the Cross had been usually given ; there was 
no hand-to-hand encounter to record, no 
dashing assault on a “ pill-box ” or a band of 
Germans — the rt'cord w^as one of calm consistent 
bravery under tho heaviest fire from both 
machine-guns and rifles, and in full view of the 
enemy. Brigadier-General Coffin showed an 
utter disregard of personal danger. lie walked 
fpiietly from shell hole to shell hole, “ giving 
iwlvice generally, and cheering tho men by his 
pre.scnce.’* His was one of the notable case s 
of stedfast courage and uncon(£Uorablo choorful- 
ness on the fiedd of bal tie, and it was “ generally 
ivgreed that Brigadier-General Coffin’s splendid 
example saved the situation, and had it nel 
been for his ac'llon tlie line would certainly 
have be(‘n drivoTi back.” 

ExtrUordinary bravery and persistenco were 
shown by Lieut.. John Keginald Noble Graham, 
Argyll amd Sntherhind Tlighhinders, aittaehed 
MaehineGunCorps, w luawais four times wounded 
l)efore loss of blooil forced him to retire. He 
au'compainied liis guns aicross open ground 
under V(Ty lieaivy fin*, he helped to eauiy 



CORPORAL (afterward Sergeant) LESLIE 
W. ANDREW, 

Infantry Battalion, New Zealand Force. 
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iiinmiinifcion, hp disablod his gun so that it 
should bo nsoless to tho enemy, and lie brought 
A Lewis gim into action with excellent effect 
until all the ammunition was finished. Itis 
r-ourage and skilful handling of his guns held 
up a strong enemy attack which threatened to 
roll up tho left flank of the brigade. 

A remarkable case was that of Second 
Lieut. Denis Ceorge VVyldbon* tfewitt, Hamp- 
shire Kegiment, who, while waiting for the 
barrage to lift, was hit by a piece of shell, which 
(‘xploded the signal lights in Jiis liavca-sack and 
s(‘t fire to his eqmpmeiit and cIoUm's. Hewitt 
extinguished the flames, theji, in spite of his 
wound and the severe pain he was suffering. In* 
led forward th<‘ remains of a eonijiany a.ii(l 
captured and corisolidafful his objective. This 
gallant young offietu- was subsecpiently killed 
by a sniper wliile insjiecting the <‘onsoli(lation 
and encouraging his naai. 

.S(‘ven machine guns aiid 45 prisoners w<‘re 
eaptun'd in Hi blockhouse wliwii wa*s assaultiMl 
in t\w most eouragiMMjs manner by SiTgea-nt 
Kdwanl Loopca*, King's Loyal IHfhdVirps (Stock- 
ton). Ki’om tli(' blockhouse, which was only 250 
yards away, rnaehin(‘-giins wcae holding up the 
ad\’ance of a ballalioii on the sergeant's left, 
a,nd causing S(‘rious loss to his own liattalion. 
(Naiper, witii four men, immediately rushed 



THE KING DKCOKATING EKIVATK 
(;eor(;k McIntosh, 

Gordon Hijfhlanders. 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL CLIFFORD COFFIN LEAVING BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
AFTER RECEIVING THE VICTORIA CROSS. 




SRKGHANT EDWARD COOPER 
Receives his V.C. from the King. 

towards tho blorkhoiiso, llioiigli heavily firtMl 
<»ii, and having got within about 100 yards of 
it he ordered his men to lie down and fire at 
the blockhouse. 'Phis firing failing, t he sergeant 
wasted no further time — lie rushed straight 
at the machine guns and fired his revolver into 
an opening in the blockhouse, whenMipon the 
nmeliine-guns ceased firing, the garrison sur- 
rendered an<l the intre])id sergeant and liis 
little band wert^ to the good to the extent of 
the seven w tMipons and 45 captives mentioned. 

'Phough tliree times wounded in two days, 
Si'rgeant Alexander Edwards, Seaforth High- 


ATTACK ON A BLOCKHOUSE. 

landers (Lossiemouth), showed the coolness, 
resource, and bravery which won for him the 
Cros.s. He located a hostile machine-gun in 
a wood, and leading some men against it with 
great dash and courage killed all the team and 
(captured the gun. Having done this, and 
tliough badly wounded in the arm, he crawled 
out to stalk a sniper wdio w'as causing casualties, 
and killed him also ; them, when only one 
ofheer w'as left wdth the company, the sergeant 
led his men on until the farthest objective, on 
which the success of the operation depended, 
w'as captured. Edwards, while continuing his 
brave and most useful work, was t w ice wounded 
on the following day. 

“ Extraordinary courage and boldness ’’ 
were credited to Sergeant (acting C.Q.-M.S.) 
William H. Grimbaldestou, King’s Own Scottish 
Horderers (Blackburn), whose conduct resulted 
in his capturing 36 prisoners, six machine-guns 
and one trench mortar, and enabled the whol<‘ 
line to continue its advance. This Borderer saw 
that the unit on his left was hold up by machim* 
gun fire from a blockhouse. I To w’as woundetl. 
but he collected a small party to fire rifl** 
grenades on the blockhouse ; then he got a 
volunteer to help him with rifle fire. Aftei 
these y)reliminaries he pushed on towards the 
blockhouse and in spite of very heavy fire 
reachotl the entrance, from which he threatened, 
with a hand grenade, the machine-gim teams 
inside. One after another these defenders w’^ere 
forcetl to surrender, leaving to the sergeant’s 
credit the heavy total which has been men- 
tioned. 

Very similar to this achievement was the act 
of Sergeant Ivor Rees (Llanelly), who gave to 
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SERGEANT (Acting C.Q.M.S.) SERGT. ALEX. EOWAUDi 
W. H. GRIMBALDESTON, Seafor.h HiiWanders. 

King 8 Own Scottish Korderers. 


SERGRANT IVOR REES, 
South Wales Borderers. 


iho South Wales Bor(loroi*s another Cross. 
Having worked up to about 20 yards from a 
iiiachine-gLui which was doing a great deal of 
damage, the sergeant rushed forward towards 
the team, shot one, bayomded another, then 
bombed the large concrete emplacement, killing 
live men, taking 30 prisoners, including two 
officers, and capturing an undamaged machine- 
gun. 



SECOND LIEUT. D. G. W. HEWITT, 
Hampshire Regiment. 

Blockhouse operations also gave opening for 
the display of uncommon valour and resource 
by Sergeant (Acting C.S.-M.) John Skinner, 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers (Pollokshields, 
Glasgow). This noii-commissi<^ned officer’s 
(leeds were in perfect keeping with those of his 
brother Borderer, Grimbahleston. Skinner was 
wounded in the head, but he collected six men 
and resolutely worked round the flank of three 
blockhouses from wliich machine-gun fire was 


coming. Single-handed, vSkinner bombed and 
took the first blockhouse ; tb(‘n, leading his six 
men towards the other two blockhouses, ho 
skilfully cleared them, taking no fcwiT than 
flO prisoners, three ma(‘hine-gims, and two 
trench mortars. 

Corporal (L.-Sgt.) Tom FlebduT Mayson, 
Royal Lancaster Regiment (Sih.'court., Ciimb(.*r- 
land), did not troiihk' to wait for orders when a 



LIEUT. J. R. N. GRAHAM, 

Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 

machine-gun was barring the attack of his 
platoon, but instantly madt? for the weapon and 
hoinbetl it out of action. He wound(‘(l four of 
the team, and the remaining fhr(‘(' fl(‘(l. The 
sergeant followed them lo a dug-ont, and there 
he killed them with la's bayonet. I..ater, single- 
haiuled, be tackled a maelune-gun and killed six 
of the team, crowning his work by taking charge 
of an i.solated post and holding it until ordered 
to withdraw, his ammunition being exhausted. 

189— :i 
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A [)rivato from Loorl« — Wilfrid E<lwards, 
King’s Own Yorkshire) Idght Infantry, and ono 
from ShofTield — Arnold hoosemoro. West Rifling 
Regimc^nt — eom[)l<‘ted this list of Sey>tt*mber 14 ; 
both eases being specially noticeable) because 
of the brilliant suec(‘ss e)f indiviehial offf)rt. 
li<lwards showed his une*e>mmon cfmrage when 
•andcr he^av y »iiachin<*-gnn and rifle fire' from a 
strong concK'te fort. Having lost all his 
company ollicers, he dashed forward at great 
pe^rsona.l r isk, boinbed tlwough I he loophole's, 



COKPOKAL (L.-Ser4t.) T. F. MAYSON. 
Royal I.ancaeiter Regiment. 



PRIVATE ARNOLD LOOSEMORE, 
West Riding Regiment. 



SERGEANT (Acting C.S.M.) JOHN SKINNER, 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers, receives his Cross. 

seirmounted a foit, and waved to his company 
te) advance. Tiis n ne e*xamy)le “ saved a most 
critical situation at a time when the whole 
battalieni was held u[) and a leader urgently 
ne.‘edod.” It was more than brilliant it was 
uncommonly successful, for Edwtirds took 
thre'o oHieers and 30 other ranks [)risoner in the* 
feu't. Subsequemtly he did mo.st valuable work 
as a runiu'r. and guide'd most of the battalion 
out through very elillicult ground. 

The “ Htiv'c'^rcake Lail,” Loexsemore, as reck- 
le).ss e)f personal safety as his fellow Yorkshire 
tighter, crawled through ])artially cut wire, 
elragging his Lewis gun with him, emd single)- 
liaiieleMl he) dealt with a strong [larty of tin* 
t‘ne)my, of win m he killed about 20. Tmme- 
eliately afterwaicls his J^ewis gun was blown 
uy) by a bomb, and three of the ('iiemy rushed 
him; but he shot them all with his revolvei. 
Several more sniyiers were sheit by him, though 
he was e^ach time exyiose*d to heavy fire'. Then 
Loeisemore yierformed one of the acts for which 
alone the Victoria Cross had been freeyiiently 
awarded -on returning to his original yiost he* 
brought back a wounded comrade under heavy 
fire and at the risk of his life. 

Of nine recipients of the Cre>ss whose awards 
were announced in the London OazeAte of 
October 17, 1917, one. Sergeant Frederie*k 

Hobson, Canaelian Infantry Battalion, was 
killed in the fighting which gave him his honour, 
anel two dieel of wounds -Temyjorary Second - 
Lieutenant Tlardy Falconer Larsons, (douces- 
tershire Regiment, and I’rivate Harry Brown, 
Canadian Infantry Battalion. Though Hob- 
son was not a gunner he rushed from his trench 
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v>i\ seeing that a Lewis gun was buried by a shell 
.nul that with the exception of one man the 
, l evv had been killed. Ho dug out the gun 
.md got it into action against the enemy, who 
«A ere advancing down the trench and across the 
open. The gun jammed, but Hobson, in spite 



PRIVATE WILFRID EDWARDS. 
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. 


of wounds, left the gunner to correct the stop- 
p{ig(' and, single-lianded, ruslKnl at the enemy 
with bayonet, and clubbed ride and held them 
back until he was killed by a riHe shot. His 
courage and resource enabled the gun to be got 
into action again, and, reinforcements arriving, 
tli(‘ enemy were beaten back. J^irsons also 
j^rcfitly distinguished iriiuelf in a single-handed 
exploit , his conduct b(dng specially noteworthy 
l»ecaus(^ it was in connexion with a night attack. 
A strong enemy party attacked a bombing 
post which was held by the subaltern’s com- 
mand. The bombers holding the block were 
forced back, but Parsons remained at In's jxxst, 
and, alone, altliougb badly scorched and burned 
l)y li(jui(l fire ho ‘‘ continued to hold up the 
» iieniy with bombs until severely wounded.” 
Pr ivate Brown must be added to the very small 
hand of V.C. hero(‘s whos<i faithful delivery of 
al 1 -important messages won for them the greatest 
lionour. Ho and another soldier were ordered 
lo deliver a message at headquarters, at all 
costs. A position liad been captured, and the 
' iiemy had massed in force and counter- 
•'Macked. The situation was very critical, 
‘dl wires being cut ; and it was of the utmost 
i'uportanco to got word back to headquarters, 
•h Own’s comrade was killed in obeying the 
Cillers, and Brown’s arm was shattered ; but. 


loyal and determined, ho continued his way 
on through an intense barrage until ho reached 
the close support lines and found an officer. 
Exhausted, he fell down the dug-out steps, but 
wtis able to hand over liis message and to say, 
“ lm]3()rtant message ! ” Then he l^ecame 
nnconscious and in the dressing-station a few 
hours later he died. 

Thn»o cas(‘s of extnuue endurances wen* 
furnished, two by Irish (hiardsmen, Lance- 
SeTgeant John Moyne'y (Bathdowiiey, Queen’s 
Pounty) and Private Thomas W’ooilcoek (Wigan), 
and the other by Porporal Siihu'y James Day, 
vSuffolk Rt'ginuuit (Norwich). Tls^ cases of the^ 

( Juardsmen were obviously closely related 
each otheu*. Aloyiiey was eoinmaiidiiig 15 men 
wlio formed two advanced posts, and in spites 
of being surrounded by this «‘nemy and having 
no water and little food, he held his post for 
four days and four niglits. On the morning 
of the fifth day a large force of the eiuuny 
advanced to dislodge him. Moyney ordered 
his m(‘n out of their shell holes and taking 
the initiative lie bombed the advancing enemy, 
while h<s used his Lewis gun witli gr(‘at' effect 
from a flank. On seeing that lie was surrounded 
by superior numbers the lauco-sergcumt led 
his men back in a charge through tlu? eiwuiiy 
and reached a stream whieli lay b(*tw<‘<*!i ilu* 



TEMP. SECOND LIEUT. H. F. PARSONS, 
Gloucestershire Regiment. 


posts and the line. Here ho instructed his 
party to cross at once, while he and Private 
Wootlcock remained to cover their retirement. 
It was not imtil the whole of his force, unscathed, 
had gained the south-west bank that the lance- 
sergeant himself crossed, and this he did undor 
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a sliowor of bombs. VVooilcook was one of a 
post cornmamlod ]jy Moynoy whicli was sur- 
rouiidcMl by tlin ori(*iny ; but ho also hold out 
for 90 lioijrs. Af(-<‘r tliat rofiiarkablo foat ho 
was c;n)ssinj[' a river juid Jioard orios for jiolp. 
Ho rotiirriod ami wadcMl ifilo water and 
amid a sliowfa* of (‘tv'uiy Ifoinhs rc'seuod auother 
Ttieinber . of tho gallant Jitllc^ b.wid. Day’s 
a'*lii(^veuient Ix'gaii with killing two inaoliine- 


oxploded. Establishing himsolf in an advancf . 1 
position he remained for 66 hours at his post 
under intense hostile shell and rifle-grenade firr. 

Much resourcefulness had been shown 1)\ 
several wimiors of the Cross in dealing witl; 
grenad(^s and bombs ; but there had not bof is 
any exact parallel to the deed of Sergoa,fij 
Jolm Carniichoed, North Staffordshire Kogi 
Tuent (Glasgow). Ho was excavating a trom h 



LANCE-SKKCJEANT JOHN MOYNEY AND PKIVATE THOMAS WOODCOCK, 

IRISH GUARDS. 



l/frt.s.sino 

CORPORAL S. J. DAY, 

' Suffolk Regiment. 


guniun’s afid taking four prisomu’s when he was 
in conimand of a bombing section and clearing 
th«' (Mieiuy out of a maze of trenches. A stick 
bomb falling into a tnnich which was occupied 
by t wo olbcfM-s, one of whom m as badly wounded, 
and thn'c otiu'r ranks, Day seized tht^ missile 
and tlircw it over the trench, whore it iustmitly 


when ho saw that a grenade had been iineartluMl 
and had Ix^gun to buni. Jlusliing to tho spot 
and shouting to his men to get clear, the serg(‘ant 
put his st.e(d helmet over the grenade, and net 
content with that he stood on the hclincl. 
Tho grenade exploded, and Carmichael v\iis 
blown out of the trench and seriously injured 
The coiu*ago of his act and the swiftness of 
decision will be realized when it is borne in 
mind that ho could have thrown the benib 
out of his trench, but that would have end.in 
gored the lives of the men who were w^orkiiii,’ 
on top. 

Fit companion to Carmichael was Pri\'M.t< 
William Boynton Butler, West Yorks! iii» 
Regiment (Hunsleb, Leeds) who was picking 
up a Stokes shell wliich was accidentally fii'‘‘'‘ 
in an eirfplaccrnent. Butler rushed to ! 
entriuice, and having urged a party of jfassir;^ 
infantry to hurry, as the shell was “ going oil 
lie turned round, placed himself between ll‘‘ 
party and the shell and so hold it until tlw ' 
were out of danger. Then tho private tluc'> 
tho shell on to the pa,rados and took cover n. 
tho bottom of the trench. Almost as soon * ' 
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it had loffc his hand tho shell exploded and 
. roatly damaged the trench, Bntlor, by extra- 
ordinary good luck, being only bruised. 

Tiiis list of nine was completed by tho case 
of Acting Lance-Corporal Frederick G. Room, 
iioyal Irish Regiment (Bristol), who, wliilo in 



Bassano, 

PRIVATE W. B. BUTLER, 

West Yorkshire Regiment. 


charge of his company stretcher-boarers, worked 
continuously under intense fire, dressing the 
wounded and helping to remove them. Ho was 
the means of saving many of his comrades* lives. 

For a considerable period after tho war 
Ix'gan the established method of announcing tho 
award of the Cross was adhered to, but gradu- 
ally certain improvements were made, and 
xinongst those none was more successful and 
welcome than the statement, so far as nori- 
eoiainissioned officers and men wore concerned, 
el tho city, town or village to which they 
ht'longcd. For example, Southsea, Notting- 
Ji:vtn, Old Trafford (Manchester), Merthyr 
Tydvil, Flemington and Kirriemuir were men- 
tioned in connexion with winners, tho names 
of the places being added to the names of tho 
I' i-dment. In this way fellow -townsmen wore 
xl»le to share in tho honour which had been 
< Older rod, and in many instances they took 
pi'innpt steps to show their satisfaction very 
I'fJictically. There was a feeling that in some 
poets this custom of adding to tho honour 
<‘t the Cross by making presents of plate or 
0 ‘>ncy, or both, was overdone, and that it was 
altogether desirable, as tho distinction of 
■■ decoration itself was enough, without the 
'‘‘Mition of any other gift whatsoever. It was 
*'• ^ possible, either, to establish an equality of 
if oguition, and so it happened that while one 


man might receive as much as £1,500, another 
would not got a penny beyond tho allowance 
which went with tho award. In Jamiary, 
1918, it was announced that tho Mayor of 
Coventry’s Fund on behalf of Corporal ITutt, 
Coventry’s first V.C., was nearing £1,000 ; in 
addition Hiitt had received £200 from another 
source, and his former ein[)loyer3 had given 
liim War Bonds of tho value of £250. 

In the earlier days of tho awards there had 
boon substantial presentat ions to recipients of tho 
Cross, but there had been a period of qniosconco 
in tliis respect ; wlien, howev^er, names of places 
wore officially given there was something of an 
epidemic of grateful reeogiiition, and in one 
month alone, at tho end of 1917, appreciation 
was shown of the valour of soldiers ranging 
from tho rank of brigadier-general to private. 
Tho people of Darlington, justly proud of 
their Brigadior-Gonoral Bradford,* who was a 
follow-townsman, opened a national fund to 
commemorate his career ; tho villagers of 
East Ifaddon, Northamptonshire, subscribed 
for a gold watch and chain, wliich was pre- 
sented to Captain H. Reynolds, of the Royal 
Scots ; a gold hunter watch, inscribed with the 
St. Pancras borough arms, was presented to 
Sergeant Burman, of the Rifle Brigade ; War 
Bonds were given by tho pooido of Tiverton to 
Private T. H. Sage, a native of tho town. 



ACTING LANCH-COUPCRAL F. G. ROOM, 
Royal Irish Regiment. 


From tho top of tho tank wliich visited Bir- 
mingham in connexion with the War Saving-i 

* ChapUir CLXXXV., p. J74. liradfonj’s doath wa-j 
rnado known on D.'combor 5, J917. llo was only 25 
yoars of ago. Twice during 1917 ho was reported 
wounded. 
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campaign the Lord Mayor presented a framed 
and illuminated adiirtiss, which had been voted 
by the City Council to Bimiingham’s fifth V.C. 
hero, Sergeant A. J. Knight, of the Kings 
Royal Rifle Corps. Seamen, too, came into 
their own, townspeople of S^\'anage presenting 
a silver salver and 67 war saving certificates 
to First-C’lass P(?tty Officer Krnest Pitcher. 

The system of indicating a recipient’s native 
town or place oi residcaice occasionally meant 


dark by-ways from the station, he reached l\is 
home while the deputation still held possession 
of the station. Subsequently, when the skippi i 
was publicly presented with a testimonial, arai 
when it seemed that he was fairly captured 
and must at last utter a few words, howovt i 
lialtingly, ho again circumvented his friends' 
intentions, for he got someone else to rise and 
acknowledge the gift on his behalf, 

Another batch of nine Crosses was annouiuv d 



PRESENTATION OF AN ILLUMINATED ADDRESS TO SERGEANT A. J. KNIGHT, V.C.. 
BY THE LORD MAYOR OF BIRMINGHAM. 


a dou)>l(> recognition, for the roginu'iit its<df 
would be moved to bestow honour on its 
nu'inber, apait from anything which a town 
ha<l done. Almost invariably a winner of the 
Cross found it harder to face an audience than 
to confront an enemy in overwhelming force. 
A case in f)oint was alTorded by lSkip])er Watt, 
of Adriatic fame. ITc* was due hom(> on short 
leave, and his ])roiul follow-townsnuMi of Fraser- 
burgh took steps to welcome him olficially. 
A civic reception was prepared, with a deputa- 
tion at th(‘ station ; but the man who had so 
valiantly faet'd deadly odds at sea had no 
pluck for this sort of meeting, and by travelling 
in a train by which he \vna not expecto<l, and 
purs\nng a ])olicy of masterly pilotage by 


in the London Gazette of November 8, 11117, 
two of the awards being posthumous. These 
eases again proved the amazing personal 
et)urage of the recipients of the honour and the 
performance by them of almost incredible det ds. 
Well was it said of the officer whose name 
given first in the list that he show^ed exceptionl 
devotion to duty. This officer wa^s Captain 
(acting Major)- Okill Massey Learrnouth. 
Canadian Infantry, who had already won tlm 
Military Ooss. His company having beta 
temporarily suriirisod during a deterrnin' .l 
counter-attack on our new positions, Learmont li 
instantly charged and personally disposed 
the attackers ; after which he carried on 
tremendous fight ” with the advancing encln^ 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


233 


He was mortally wounded and under intense 
barrage fire, yet he stood on the parapet of the 
trench, and while he continuously bombed the 
enemy he inspired his men to keep up a gallant 
resistance. This conduct itself, on the part of 
a man whose hours were numbered, compelled 
deep admiration, but to add to its merit ho 
actually caught bombs thrown at him by 
the enemy, and throw them back.” This 
valiant defence and glorious example Captain 
Learmouth maintained until his wountls made 
it impossible for him to carry on ; yet, even 
when so helpless, he refused to bo carried out 
of the line, and continued to give instruct ioi:s 
and invaluable advice to his junior ofTicers, 
finally handing over all his duties before he 
was taken to hospital, where he died. 

The Colonies furnished the second case also 
of the posthumous award, the recipient being 
Second Lieutenant Frederick Birks, Australian 
Imperial Force, who showed most conspicuous 
l)ravery when, in attack, accompanied only by 
a corporal, ho rvished a strong point which was 
holding up an advance. A bomb wounded the 
corporal, but Birks went on alone, killed 
the rest of the enemy who held the position, 
and captured a machine gun. Having done 
this, the subaltern organized a small party and 
attacked another strong point which was 
occupied by about 25 of the enemy. Of that 



MAJOR O. M. LEARMOUTH, 
Canadian Infan 


defensive party n\any were killed aiul an 
officer and 15 men were made prisoners. 
During the whole of the dangerous and impor- 
tant work he carried out Birks showed wonder- 
ful coolness and courage, and he performed that 
best of all tasks — keeping his men in splendid 



SECOND LIEUT. FREDERICK BIRKS. 
Australian Imperial Force. 


spirits. It was his fate to be killed at his post 
by a shell while trying to extricates some of his 
men who had been buried by a shell. 

There was strong similarity in the cases of 
Second Lieutenant Hugh (Vdvin, Cheshire 
Kegiinent, Second Lieut (^nant Montagu Shad- 
worth St^yrnour Moore, Hampshire Kegiment, 
Company Sergeant-Major Bohert Hanna, 
Canatlian Infantry, Stngeant James Ockenden, 
Boyal Dublin Fusiliers (Southstia), and Sergeant 
Alfred Joseph Knight, London Rt^gimcnt 
(Nottingham), Fach of thes(^ bold fighteis 
showed a personal courage amounting to 
recklessness, yet it was only by th(^ display of 
such valour that their acts w(M’e possible, for 
without exct!ption they fought against very 
great odds, and fairly threw themselves into 
positions which invited death. 

Colvin took command of his own and an- 
other company when both had suffered severely , 
ami with great da-sh and success he led them 
forwanl in attack, uiidcs* htuivy machine-gun 
fire. Seeing the battalion on his right held up 
by machine-gun fire, he led a platoon to their 
help, then he went on with only two men to a 
dug-out. Leaving the men on the top, ho 
entered the dug-out alone and brought up 
14 prisoners. Then he proceeded with his two 
men to another dug-out which, with rifle and 
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machine-gim fire and bombs, had been holding 
lip the attack. This dug-out was reached, 
and the crew were either killed or captured 
and the machine gun was taken. The lieu- 
tenant was then attacked from another dug- 
.out by 15 of the enemy under an officer, and 
one of his men was killed and the other 
wounded. Undaunted still, Colvin seized a 



SECOND LIEUT. M. S. S. MOORE, 
Hampshire Regiment. 


rifle and shot no fewer than five of the enemy, 
then, using another as a shield, he forced most 
of the survivors to surrender. Such was the 
courage, quickness and resource of this young 
officer that he cleared several other dug-outs 
alone or with one man, taking in all about 
TiO prisoners. He then skilfully consolidated 
his position, and personally wired his front 
under heavy close-range sniping in broad 
daylight, “when all others had failed to do so.** 
Official credit was given to Colvin’s leadership 
and courage for the complete success of the 
attack in this part of the line. 

Second Lieutenant Moore’s exploit was in 
cormexion with a fresh attack on a final objective 
which had not boon captured. He unhesita- 
tingly volunteered for the duty, and dashed 
forward at the head of about 70 men. Heavy 
machine-gun fire, by the time the objective, 
•some 500 yards on, had been reached, had so 
severely punished the lieutenant’s party that 
he had on’y a sergeant and four men left ; but 
undismayed ho immediately bombed a large 
dug-out and took 28 prisoners, two machine 
guns and a light field g m. Gradually the 
half-dozen assailants 'were strongfchonod to a 
force of about 00 by the arrival of more officers 


and men. Moore’s poshion was entirely 
isolated, as the troops on the right had not 
advanced ; but ho dug a trench and throughout 
the night he ropollod bombing attacks. Forced 
to retire a short distance next morning, at the 
earliest moment ho rcocciqued his [losition. 
Most of his men’s rifles had been smaslicd, 
but he re -armed his little force with enemy 



SECOND LIEUT. HUGH COLVIN, 
Cheshire Regiment. 

rifles and bombs and with these ho beat off 
more than oiio countor-attack, tlio ouomy, not 
for tlio first time by many, having been in 
this way lioist with his own petard. For 
30 hours the g.dlant subaltern held this post 
under continual shell fire, although out of six 
officers and 130 mcui who had started the 
operation only 10 were available. Wlitni at 
last ho was able to withdraw under cover of 
a thick mist he did nob do so without getting 
his wounded away - thus crowning liis gallant 
deed. 

It was in attack also that Hanna distinguished 
himself. His comimny had mot with most 
severe resistance and all tho officers liad 
become casualties. The attack was against a 
strong point which was strongly protected by 
wire and hold by a maohine-gim. It was “a 
most iiiqiortant tactical point,” and no f(n\(?r 
than three assaults by the company had boon 
driven off witli serious Ioss(>s. 'J’Juise d(;speratu 
conditions gave to Hanna that opportunity of 
personal distinction ami determiniU.:ou which 
had marked so many of the achievimumts of tho 
Canadians. He calmly set about tho task of 
collecting a party of men, and having got it 
together ho headed a rush ivgaiiist the strong 
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objective, and so successful was he that he won 
through the wire and personally bayoneted 
three of the enemy and brained a fourth, tlio 
result being that the point was captured and 
the machine gun was silenced. Tt was due 
to Hanna’s outstanding courag<» and resolute 
leading tliat a desperate situation was saved. 

Sergeant Ockenden was acting as company- 
sergeant-rnajor in attack when he saw the 
platoon on right held up by an enemy 
rnachiiK* gun ; wlierfMipon he instantly rushed 


in a shell hole ; and, unsupported though ho 
was, ho bayoneted two men, shot a third, and 
scattered the rest. Tliis terrific plyer of the 
bayonet, the weapon which, at close quarters, 
the German justly dreaded, was forced by 
oppressive circumstance to change his tactics 
and fall back upon his faithful rifle, another 
arm against wliich so often the enemy could 
not make a stand successfully. An attack was 
being made on a fortified position and it 
hapiDoned that the sergeant was “ entangled 



SERGT. JAS. OCKENDEN. GO.-SERGT.-MAJOR R. HANNA, SERGT. A. J. KNIGHT, 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Canadian Infantry. London Regiment. 


the weapon and captured it, killing the crow, 
with the exception of one man, who escaped— 
but only for the time, for the sergeant follow’cd 
liim and “ wlu^n well in front of the wholes 
line ” killed him and returned to his company. 
T’his in itself was a deed worthy of the famous 
Fusili«»rs to wliieh the sergeant belonged ; 
but his work was only partly done, for having 
accounted for l)oth gun and crew he led a 
section to the attack on a farm. Hushing 
torward under very lu*av^y fire he called upon 
the garrison to surrtMidcr. ’^riie enemy, liowever, 
continued to fire u[)on hin\, and the sergeaul 
in turn optnied fire so hotly and effectiv''ely 
that four of the (hdeiiders of the farm were 
killed and the rest, numbt'ring 10, surrendered. 

Kv(nx more dramatic was the acliievement of 
Sergeant Alfred .loseph Kniglit. The sergeant 
began liis “ extraoi^linarily good work ” by 
showing exceptional l)ravery and iiiitiativt^ 
when his platoon was attacking an enemy 
strong j>oint and came under a machine-gun’s 
very heavy fire. He rushed through our own 
barrage, bayoneted the enemy gunner and 
singh^diandoil took the position. W'hetted to 
his work by this succt^ss he subsequently ruslu d 
forward, alone, upon a dozen of the enemy, 
who, with a machiiie gun, had been encountered 


up to his waist in mud.” Ho rose superior to 
the situation, however. Seeing a number of 
the enemy firing on our troops, he instantly, 
nearly buried though he was, opened fire, and 
with so much coolness and precision that lu^ 
killed six of them. Having now 10 of the enemy 
to his credit. Sergeant Knight got clear of the 
mud and wjvs ready for further calls upon his 
valour. A fresh demand was made upon him 
wdien ho noticed that the company on his right 
flank was held up in an attack on another 
farm. He collected some men and took up a 
position oil the flank of this farm, which, as 
a result of the heavy fire ho brought to boar, 
was captured. Of the inspiring acts of this 
member of th<‘. London Regiment it wtis 
remarked tJiat all the platoon officers of the 
company had become casualties before the first 
objective uas reached, and that he took 
command of all the men of his own platoon 
and of the platoons without officers. Knight's 
individual exploits, performed under ht'avy 
machine-gun and rifle fire, saved a great many 
ca.snalties and he was the direct cause of the 
objectives being captured. 

A ” pill -box ” figured in the conspicuous 
bravery for which the Cross was awarded to 
Temporary Captain Henry Reynolds, M.C., 
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Hoyal Scots In attack, and when approaching 
their final objective, having suffered heavily 
from machine-gun fire and the “ pill-box ” 
which had boon passed by the first wave, 
Reynolds reorganized his scattered men, and 
then proceeded alone by rushes from shell - 
hole to shell-hole. When near the “ pill -box 
he threw a grenade, intending that it should 
go inside ; but this purpose was frustrated 



TEMP. CAPTAIN H. REYNOLDS, M.G.. 
Royal Scots. 


through the enemy having blocked the entrance. 
Determined to fulfil his desperate enterprise, 
the captain crawled to the entrance and forced 
a phosphorous grenade inside tho “ pill-box.** 
'riiis weapon si^t tlio place on fire and caused 
the death of three of the enemy and tho 
surrender of tlw^ survivors, seven or eight, with 
two machino guns. Afterwards, though 
wounded, Reynolds led his company against 
another objective most successfully, for ho 
took 70 [Prisoners and two more machine guns. 
These brave deeds were done under continuous 
heavy machine-gun fire from the flanks. 

Tho old yet ever new and moving tale of 
succouring the wounded under fire was told 
of tho other member of that noble band of 
^ne — Private Michael James O’Rourke, Cana- 
iian Infantry. He was a stretcher-bearer, 
and for three days and nights he strove un- 
ceasingly to bring the wounded into safety, 
dressing them, and getting them food and 
water. During those prolonged operations 
O’Rourke worked in an area which was swept 
by shell, machine -gim and rifle fire ; and 


several times he was knocked down and 
partially buried by enemy shells. He rescued 
a comrade who had been blinded and was 
stumbling about ahead of our trench, in full 
view of the enemy, who were sniping him ; he 
brought in another comrade under heavy fire, 
and on a third occasion he brought in a 
wounded man “ under very heavy enemy lire 
of every description.” Neither fire, nor exces- 
sive work, nor exlmustion deterred him from 
persisting in his humane work, which was v’^ery 
rightly acknowledg(*d by tho award to him of 
tho highest recognition that can be made of 
devotion to the helpless on the battlefield. 

Of twenty Grosses gazetted on November 26, 
1917, no fewer than six were awarded for gallant 
attacks on “ pill-boxes,” and it; was significant 
of the danger attending the assaults on theses 
strong structures that the only two posthumous 
honouis in the list were givcm to members 
of the half-dozen. Both of these belonged 
to the A\istralian Imperial Foi*ee. These 
recipients were : Seigeant Joseph J^iister, 
Lancashire Fusiliers (Reddish, Stockport), 
Sergeant Lewis McGee, Australian Imperial 
Force, Lance-Sergeant John Harold Rhodes, 
Grenadier Guards (Tunstall, Staffordshire), 
j.iance -Corporal William Henry Hewitt, South 
African Infantry, Private Patrick Bugdeu, 
Australian Imperial Foi’ce, and Private 
Frederick George Dancox, Worcestershirt' Regi- 
ment (Worcester). 

Sergeant liister's conduct was rcmaikabiy 
prompt and coiu*ageous and was most hel[)ful in 
caiabling our line to advance almost unchecked 
and to keep up with the bari-ag(\ His com])any 
was advancing to the tii*st objective when it 
came under machine-gun fii*o from the direction 
of two “ pill-boxes.” The sergeant saw that 
the galling fire would hold up our adv^ance and 
prevent our troops kciepiug up with tlu' barragci. 
He dashed ahead of his men and found a 
machine-gun firing from a shell-hole in front 
of the “pill-box” Lister shot two of tho 
enemy gunners, a swift act vvhi(di induced tho 
rest to surrender to h'ln. Havirig done this, 
he went on to the; “ pill-box ” and shouted to 
the occupants to surrender. This call they 
obeyed, with the exception of oia; man, whom 
Lister shot dcvid. The .sergeant’s intrepid 
conduct and his obvious determination to rout 
the enemy at all costs compelled about 100 of 
the enemy to come out of shell-holes farther to 
the rear, and surrender. 

Sergeant McGee’s exploit was single-handed 
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and hn was arnind only with a rovolvor wdinn lie 
slii)\v(‘d tho valour whicli was n'wardntl witli 
tlu‘ Cross and was thr ])r('ludi’ to his siibsaqiaait 
doath ill aidion. Tn tho advanoo to a final 
ohjoi'tivo liis jilatoon was surtVi-ini; sovtaelv 
and inachiiu'-gim firo from a “pillbox” 
«toppod tho oompany’s advance'. It was tla'ii 
that tho sorgoant, alone, rushed tho post and 
by sliooling some of tho cri‘w and capturing 
th(' rest iMiabh'd the advance to ])rocood. 
Coolly and dolihorati'ly h.o reorganized tho 
remnants of las ]ilatoon, he was foremost in 
tho rest of the advance and he did sploutlid work 


in consolidating the position, contributing 
largely to the success of the coinjiany's opera- 
tions. 

J^hodos, the Grenadier, belonged to Ihi' 
enterprising band of V.C\ heroo.s who in 
addition to showing the highest jicrsonal courage 
and capturing prisoners managed also to 
secure valuable information. He was in charge 
of a. Jjewis gun section covering tho consolida- 
tion of the right front company and in carrying 
out liis task he accounted for several of tin* 
enemy \vith his rifle, as well ns by Lewis gun 
lire. Seeing three enemy leave a “pill-box,” 
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he went out alone through o\ir own barrage 
and hostile machine-gun fire and perfonnctl 
the dangerous exploit of entering the “ pill -box ” 
Having done this, he captured nine of the 
enemy, amongst whom was a forward observa- 
tion olTicer wlio was conncctc'd by tolophone with 
his battery. Rhodes brought t]ies(? prisoners. 



PRIVATE MICHAEL J. O’ROUKKE, 
Canadian Infantry. 


“ together with valuable inforination,” back 
with liirn. 

Hewitt’s attack on a “ pill -box ” was of the 
most desperate and determined nature. With 
his section he assault'd his objective and 
tri(Hl to rush the doorway ; but the garrison 
very stubbornly resisted. In his ed’forts 
the. lanee-cor[)ora! was severely wounded ; 
nevertheless he held on. Foiled in one dirend ion 
he, like a skilful and resourceful fighter, trieil 
another wliich might jiromise more encourage - 
merit. Turing from the inhos[)itablc doorway, 
he daringly made his way to tlio loophole of 
the “ pill-box ” and did his b(*st to put a bomb 
into it. Again he was wounded, in the arm ; 
but neither wounds nor failures dauntc<l him. 
He at last got a bomb inside, and this missile 
dislodg(Hl the occupants, of wliom it was 
significantly recorded that “ they wore success- 
fully and speedily dealt with by the remainder 
of the section.” 

To the lasting fame of Private Patrick 
Rugden it was told of him that he was always 
foremost in volunteering for any dangerous 
mission and that it was <luiing the execution 
of one of them that he was killed. His deeds 
were of the sort which wore specially associated 
with the many Australians who had won the 
Hross. Twice he distinguished himself when 


our advance was held up by strongly-defended 
“ pill boxes.” Jn the taee of “ devastating 
fire from machine guns ” he led small part ies 
in assaults on these strong points and silenced 
the guns with bombs and captured the garrison 
at the point of tlio bayonet At anollier tim(>, 
when a corporal had be(‘n made prisonei* by tlio 
enemy and was lu'ing taken to the rear, 
Ihigdt'n, single-banded, riislu'd to his rescue, 
shot one ot the eiuany, bayoneted the other 
two, au<l so ri'loased bis comvadii. Five timciS 
he rescued wounded men under intense shell 
and maebiiie-giin lin*, constantly sliowiug the 
gn'atest e<)nlc'm[)t t>f danger. 

One of a party of about 10 men do- 
tailetl as “ moppers-up,’' Private Haneox 
and his comrade's found it- wry iliOieiilt to 
work round a- flank, owing to the pe^si- 
tion of an eneany inae*hin('-gnn emplace- 
ment on the edge of our proteetivo bar- 
rage. ddio emp|{U‘(*nient was of concrete 
and the gun Jiad eausc'd many Civsiialtie's and 
conKideral)ly luimpe'red oiir work of eonsoliela- 
tiOn. ill .spite of the dillieidt ie.‘; of tiu' situation 
Private Daneox gallji-ntly worke'd liis wc-y round 
tlirough the barrage {ind (‘iib'n'd the ”j)ill- 
box ” from the n'ar, t hn‘at(‘ning the* garrison 
with a Mills Ijomb. 8uon after w ards he “ ro- 



SERGEANF JOSEPH LISTER. 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 


appe.arcd with a macliine-gnn unele*r liis arm, 
followoel by abe)ut -10 eneany.” The w'oapon 
was brought back te) our posit ie>n by Darioox. 
who kept it in ae'tion throughout the) ehiy The 
picturo suggesteel ot this resell uto and cheerful 
soldier “ with a macliiiio-gim uneler Jiis arm, 
followed by about 40 of the onemy ” was caiau- 
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Iat(*cl to liavo upon his comrades precisely the 
effect \vlii<4i it exereis(‘d, for their moral was 
luaiiitained “ at a very higii standard under 
(extremely trying eircumsta!U*(‘s.” 

'rh(i (Jerinaiis made a boast — one of many 
that when a new device was usiul against tliein 
in thn field by the Hritisli they found a means 
of overcoming it. '^riiis tliey s])(‘cially claimed 
to liiive done in relation to the Tanks; but 
then^ was no record, even in tlie (iennan 
statements of claims, that they <‘ver succeeded 



LANCH-CORPORAL W. H. HEWITT, 
South African Infantry. 

in linding a remedy for t he niM’(>n([uerabl(‘ daring 
wliich alone made possil)!*' such dee<ls as tln)se 
of I’rivate Dancox and his gallant comnideswho 
l)eat and battercMl at tie* doors and loojdioles 
of “ j)ill-boxes " until their urgent call was 
heard and obt*ved. 

A field olbci'i* who had b»'en already awarded 
th*‘ D.S.O. was iiududcMl in th<‘ sco"-!'. Tiiis was 
Major (Acting .Lit*ut .-(\)lonel) Lewis I’ugh 
PAiUis, D.S.O., Doyal Highlanders, eommand- 
ing a batta.lion Lincolnshire l^('gim(‘nt. It was 
reeiw'ded of this ollicta’ that he took his battalion 
in pt'rfect onh'i* through a terrific enemy bar- 
rage, personally forme<l up all units and led 
them to tlu' assault . Again, a ease arose' of a 


machine-gun emplacement causing casualties 
and giving an opening for the display of fine 
courage and resource. While these losses wore 
being susstained and the troops were working 
round the flank, tho colonel rushed at the 
emplacement and forced the garrison t (3 
capitulate by tho effect ivo means of firing 
his revolver tlirough the loo])holo. 
was severely wounded in the shoulder after 
eaptiiring the first objcujtive ; but he refused 
to be bandaged, and re-formed the troo])s, 
jiointed out all future objt'ctives, and once 
more 1 (m 1 his battalion forward. Colonel Evans 
was again badly wo! inch'd, yet he held on to his 
command until tla^ sc'cond objectivu> had bc*«‘u 
won and ('onsolidated ; then lie collapsed from 
lo.ss of blood, but as there were many casualties 
he refused la^ljn and his indomitable spirit 
enabled him at last to n'ach a dressing station. 

'riu' East. I*]nd gavi' two mon^ J.<ondoners to 
the .Holl of tlu’ Cross. These ww(*. Sergeant 
William Erancis Hurman, Kifh^ Brigade (Stt'p- 
nt'y), and iaincc'-Corporal Harold Mugford, 
Machinii Cun Coips (East Ham). Burman 
<listinguisli<‘d Jiirnself in an attack when his 
('ommand was lield up by machine-gun firing 
at point-blank range. Sliouting to thi^ men 
lu'xt to him to wait a fe-w minutes, he went for- 
ward aloiK'. Death seemed certain, but tlic 



PRIVATE F. G. DANCOX, 
Worcestershire Regiment. 


•sergeant showed sueh dash and resolution that 
he killed the enemy gunner and then carried the 
gun to the company’s objective, where he 
subsi'quently used it with great effect. Through 
this “ exce])tionally gallant deed” the progress 
of the attack was ass\ired. Sergeant Burman 
had already done great things, but he was ver}' 
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ATTACKING A (JHRMAN BLOCKHOUSH. 


^^ooii to surj)as.s th(^iii. About lo minutes Inter 
it wns seen that the })attali()ii on the right was 
bring impeded ])y about 40 of tin* enemy, who 
v\'(T(* enfilading them. Tht* sergeant, this tinn; 
with two otln^r men, ran forward and got 
b<*hind tlie enemy, killing six and eaptiiring two 
oOieers and 29 other ranks. 

Miigford also showed nneommon daring in 
iiandling a maehine-gun under intense shell 


eulties, he got bis gun into a forward and mueb 
exposed position, and from this point la* w^a.s 
able to deal nu)st. elTeetively with the (anuny, 
who w(*re massing for count er-aitaek. The 
eorporal’s No. 2 was killed almost imnauliately, 
and lie wa.s himself severely woiiiuk'd at th(^ 
same moment. Mugford was then onh'ired to 
a new’ jiosition and told to go into a dressing- 
station as soon as the position was occupied. 


^Oid maehine-gun fire, in spite of those difli- J4e, however, r(‘fus(‘d, and insisted on eon- 
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SERGT. W. F. HURMAN, LANCE-CORR. H. MUGFORD, GORP. K. A. EGERTON, 
Rifle Brigade. Machine Gun Corps. Notts and Derby Regiment 


oil doty with his g\in, with tho rosult 
tJuit Ju‘ srv(‘n‘ly punished tho eiK^iiiy. So far 
this inacJiine-giinner liad eov'erod liiiiiself witli 
glory, he had won au enviable renown by lus 
eousisteut bravery, and it siMnned as if ho could 
not do inoni ; yet, as so often liappened with 
the ofVuM'rs and iiie.n who won tlio Cross, ho 
excelled even his own gallant preliminary j)er- 
formauees. Soon after Is* had rofus(*d to go 
to a dressing-station IMugford was again 
wounded- -this time terribly, for both of Jiis 
legs wen^ brok(‘n by a shell. lOven now, a. hero 
among heroes, Jio remained with his gun, and, 
thinUifig only of liis eomrad(‘s, ho begged th(‘m 
to h'ave liim an<l take covit. But he hail no 
option in the matt(*r ; he was no longiT able to 
refns<‘ to bt^ remov^iul, and so he was ti^keii to a 
dressing-station, where he was again wounded, 
ill the arm. For t he third lime, therefore, this 
non-eommissioued ollieer had been wounded, 
and it was not imt,il lie was absoluti'ly helpless 
that h(' allowed his shat tiTed body to be carried 
from the iii'Kl of batth'. Well indeed was it put 
on record concerning this lance-corporal of the 
Maehini' ( luii Corps t hat his valour and initiative 
were instrumental in breaking up tlio enemy's 
impiMiding counter-at t aek. 

'Phere had been frequent assertions that on 
ina-ny OL*easions the enemy had become de- 
morali ed in the presenci* of the British and 
that they had collajised under the amazing 
aiiilaeityof some of the minor assaults of 1 British 
units. These declarations were substant iati*d 
by s(*veral of the records of deeds which won 
the Cross. Swift and successful was the act of 
(\nporal Krnest AlbiTt Kgi'rton, Nottingham- 
shire and Derbyshire Regiment (bongton), 
who^u' “ reckless bravery " relieved in less than 
iU) seconds an extri'inely ditheult situation. Fog 
and .smoke liad obscured visibility during an 


attack, and consequently tho two loading 
waves of the attack passed over some liostit 
dug-outs without clearing theni. From these 
dug-outs rifles and machine-guns caused h(^avy 
ca.sualties amongst tho advancing waves. VV’^hen 
volunteers were called for to help to clear up thf 
situat/ion, Filgerton at onco jumped up ami 
dashed for th<^ dug-outs under heavy tins at 
short range. “ Ho shot in succession a rifli'inan. 
a bomber, and a gunner, by which t ime he was 
supjmrted, and 20 of the lanany surrendered.” 

A swift, smart piece of work was also eriidibnl 
to Pj-ivato Albert Halton, lving’.s Own Royal 
Lancaster Ki^giinent (Carnforth), who, after the 
objeetivo liad been reached, rushed forward 
a!)out 300 yards under very heavy rifle and 
shell lire and captured a machine-gun and its 
crew which was causing many losses to our men. 
The private then went out again and brought in 
about a dozen prisoners, showing the greatest 
disregard of liis own .safety and setting a linr 
example to those around liim. 

It was oflieially told of Acting Corporal Filip 
Konowal, Canadian Infantry, that he alum 
killed at least .sixteen of the enemy ; and <>l 
Lance-Corporal Walter Peeler, Australian Tm 
perial Force, that he “ actually accomited h»» 
over 30 of the enemy.” Konowal was in cliarg* 
of a section in att ack and to that section fell ihr 
difficult task of “ mopping up ” cellans, cratei - 
and machine-gun emplacements. His direetieii 
was so successful that all resistance was over- 
come and lioavy casualties were inflicted on th*' 
enemy. These “mopping-up” enterprises in- 
volved many desperate encounters with au 
enemy at bay, and in all sorts of odd holes au'l 
corners, at unexpected times, there wm* 
meetings which inevitably meant death to a* 
least some of the combatants. That 
encounters were not shirked by British figlitei>. 
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ACTING CORPORAL F. PRIVATE A. HALTON, 
KONOWAL, King's Own Royal Lancaster 

Canadian Infantry. Regiment. 


LANCE-CORPORAL W. 
PEELER, 

Australian Imperial Force. 


and indeed especially appealed to their coiii- 
Initivo and sportinc; instincts, was shown by 
such castes as that of this Canadian Infantryman, 
In one cellar he himself bayoneted three enemy 
and attacked, single-handed, seven others in a 
crat^er, killing them all. When the objective 
was re.aehed the corporal found that a machine- 
i 4 un was holding up the right flank and causing 
many casualties. Rushing foiward, he entered 
the emplacement and having killed the crew' 
hrought the gun back to our own lines. Such 
was the one day’s loll of Cor])oral Konowal. 
'The next day, still single-handed, he again 
attacked another machine-gun emplacement, 
killed three of the crew, and destroyed the gun 
nid einplacciiient wdtli explosives. The exact 
total to his credit was not, apparently, known 
>vith certainty ; but there were at least the 
'Sixteen mentioned — and the corporal carried on 
continuously during the two days’ actual 
lighting unt il he w'as severely w'ounded. 

Of Lance-Corporal Walter Peeler the story 
was told in the London Gazette that when, with 
a Tjcwis gun, he was accompanying the fii-st 
wave of an assault ho encountered an enemy 
party sniping advancing troops from a shell- 
liole. The position was immediately rirshed by 
Peeler, who accounted for nine of the enemy and 
< leared the way for the advance. Twice aftta*- 
wards he perfonnod similar acts of valour, 
accounting each time for a number of the enemy, 
lleing directed to a position from which an 
' nemy machine-gun was being fired on our 
I mops he located and killed the gunner, and the 
est of the enemy party ran into a dug-out which 
V as near. They were, however, dislodged from 
he shelter by a bomb, and 10 of the enemy ran 
»ut. “ These he disposed of,” w'as the cold official 
xplanation of their fate. In the manner 


described the lance-corporal actually ac- 
counted for over IlO of the enemy,” thus 
adding to a list of exceptional perfor- 
mances. 

Another member of tla^ Australian Impi'rial 
Force, Sergeant .Folm James DwytT, Australian 
Machine (hm (’orps, distinguished himself in 
connexion with machine-gun fighting. lie was 
in charge of a V^ickers machine-gun and wei\t 
forward wdth the fii'st wave? of the brigade' . 
When he reaclunl the final obji'ct ivo h(^ rusheil 
his gun forward in advance of the captured 
position, so that he could obtain a commanding 
spot. Seeing an enemy machine-gun firing on 
our right flank and causing casualties, Dwyer 
unhesitatingly rushed his weapon foiwarrl to 
within .‘10 yards of thi' eiK'my gun and by 
firing point blank put out of action and killer! 
the crew. Snipers from th(^ rear of the i*nemy 
position made a strong effort to destroy Dwyer, 
but totally ignoring them he seized the gun and 
carried it back across the shc!l-sw(‘pt ground to 
our front lino ; then ho established both t his gun 
and the Vie-kers gun on the. right flank of our 
brigade. The sergeant now commanded theso 
guns with much coolness and gave great help in 
repidsing counter-attacks. Next day, when the 
position w'as heavily shelled, Dwyer took up 
several positions. His Vick(*rs gun, with which 
he had done so much useful w'ork, was blown uf) 
by shell fire ; but he conducted his gun team 
back to headquarters through the enemy 
barrage, and having secured one of the reserve 
guns, rushed it back without delay to our 
position. 

So far in this batch of 20 four members of 
the Australian Imperial Fore© have been dealt 
with ; there remains a fifth — Private Reginald 
Roy Inwood, who showed the greatest courage 
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an advance to a second objective. 
AUmo he moved forward throujih our bniTaj^e 
tj/ an enemy strong post, and this he captint'd 
With nine prisoners, killing several of the enemyi 
'During the ev(‘nirig Inwood voliintc'ered for a 
I special all-night j)atrol, which went out 600 
yards in front of our line, and th(*re his coolness 
and sound judgment enabled him to secure and 
Send >)ack some very valuable information as to 
the enemy’s movements. In the early morning 
of S(‘ptemher 21 Inwood located a machine-gun 
which was causing several casualtie.s. Again 
acting alone. In* bombed the gun and team, 
killing all lait one, and that man ho brought in 
captive with tla^ wea])on. 

A liand-to-hand fight characterized the 
e\])loits for which th(‘. (’ross was given to 
Sergeant Jf)hn Molyneux, Koyal Fusilic'i-s (St. 
H(‘l(‘ns). d'here wei'c in this litth* affair the 
eh'TiKMds of a stirring drama, d’lu're was a 
houses, and a triMich in fi'ont of i( , and from that 
trench a machiiu‘-gun was doing grievous inis- 
ehi<‘f to our men in an attack, 'flu* assaidt was 
b<*ing held up by the weapon "Phis was the 
sort of opportunity for which the Ihitish 
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SRRGHANT J. J. DWYFR, 
Australian Machine Gun (]orps. 


fighter longed, and when it came he tot)k it. 
“ Sergeaint ^lolyneux instantly organized a 
bombing party to clear the trench in front of the 
hous<‘. Many ('iiemy were killed, and a 
machine-gun capt lin'd." 'fhe Fusilier had 
opeiUMl his work wi'Il ; he pnanptly Hnishetl it. 
'This pt*ri’ous ob tack' having been cleared, he 


jumped out of the trench and, calling for some- 
one to follow him, he rushed for the hoase. 
The sergeant was ahead of his gallant followers, 
and by the time they arrived he was “ in the 
thick of a hand-to-hand fight.” This combat 
was brief and very decisive — the enemy snr 
rendered, and in addition to the dead and 



ACTING CORPORAL F. GREAVES, 
Notts and Derby Regiment. 

wounded Ixdwt'i'n 20 and 30 prisoners wwr 
taken. The acluevement in itself was brilliant ; 
it irresistibly a[)pculcd to tlu^ liritish fighter and 
arou.scd in him all that was best of his sporting 
(fualitic's, but more than that the affair wa^ 
important because it [irevcntcMl a slight clicck 
from becoming a serious block in the advance, 
and saved many lives. 

Another stirring oxamj^lo of initiative and 
leadership in non-commissioned and lower 
ranks was afforded by the case of Acting 
Corporal Fred Greaves, Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Regiment (Ralhoroiigh). Machine 
gun fire from a “concrete strongliold ” tern 
porarily held u]) his platoon, and the platoo:i 
eommandor and sergeant were casualties 
Seeing this, and realizing that unless this po.-r 
was cjuickly taken his men would Io.se tie 
barrage, Greaves, followed by anotlier non 
commissioned otticor, rushed forward, reachc l 
the rear of the building, bombed the occupant > 
killed or captured the garrison, and took n«‘ 
fewer than four machine-guns It was solel> 
due to his personal pluck and initiative tlm' 
the assaulting line at his point was not held up 
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and that our troops escaped serious casualties. 
A most critical stage of the battle arose later 
in the afternoon, when the troops of a flank 
brigade had temporarily given way under a 
heavy counter-attack and all the officers of the 
company were casualties. Quickly grasping 
the situation, Orcaves threw out extra jjosts 


“ pill-box *’ or man-handling an enemy group ; 
it was an exhibition of sheer calm pluck and 
disregard of personal danger which was specially 
noticeable oven in the annuls of the Crosses of 
the war. 

There was more of the joy of adventure and 
the thrill of action in the case of a member of 



PRIVATE GHAS. MELVIN, CORP. J. B. HAMILTON, SRRGT. JOHN MOLYNEUX, 
Royal Highlanders. Highland Light Infantry. Royal Fusiliers. 


on (he threat onod flank and opened up rifle 
and machine-gun fire to entilade the advance. 
It was recorded of the corporal that tli(‘ <5ff<‘ct 
of liis conduct on liis men could not be over- 
estimated, and that- tliosc under liis commaiul 
gallantly responded to his example. 

A display of perfect coolness in. circumstances 
of the utmost danger was rewarded with the 
Ooss in the case of J^rivate (Acting Lance- 
Corporal) John Brown Hamilton, Highland 
IJght Infantry (Lanarkshire). In this incident 
there wen^ wanting tliose thrilling surround- 
ings which marked the honours that have been 
already dealt with ; yet his bravery was of the 
highest character. One of those crises had 
arisen in which there was great difficulty in 
supplying small-arm ammunition to the front 
and support lines. The supply had roach<Hl 
a seriously low ebb and Hamilton on several 
occasions, on his own initiative, carried bando- 
liers of ammunition through the enemy’s belts 
of fire to the front and supi)ort lines ; then, 
passing along these lines in full view of the 
hostile snipers and machine-gunners, at close 
range, he distributed the ammunition to the 
men. Tliis courageous conduct not only 
ensured the steady continuance of the defence 
by rifle fire, but the moral effect of the lance - 
corporal’s example inspired and lioartened all 
who saw him. There was not in this case any 
of the glamour or excitement of rushing a 


anolhc'r North Country n'gimcnt. This was 
Privates (Jiarles Melvin, Koyal Highlanders 
(Kirriemuir), whose conduct added lustre to the 
famous Black Watch. His company had 
ailvanctnl to within 50 yards of the frout-lim^ 
trench of a redoubt ; they wert^ then forced to 
lit) down, owing to the enemy’s intense fins 
and await reinforctMuents. Hclay, however, 
was not to the liking of Private Melvin, and he 
rushed on alone over ground that was swept 
from end to end by machine-gun luid rifle fire 
Halting when he reached the (‘luuny trench, ln' 
fired two or three shots into it and killed one 
or two of the enemy. This warning failing to 
scatter tho enemy, who went on firing at him, 
the Highlander jumped into tho tr(*nch and 
attacked tho foe with his bayonet in his liand, 
for ho had not boon able to fix it on his damaged 
rifle. So resolute and gallant was this single-- 
handed assault that most of the em-my fl(-d to 
tho second line ; but not before the private had 
killed two more and disarmed eight unwounded 
and one woimded opponents. 'I’ruo to the 
British tradition of humanity, ho attcmled to the 
hurts of the wounded man and then, “ driving 
Ills eight unwounded prisonc-rs before him, and 
supporting the wounded one, he hustled them 
out of the trench, marched them in and 
delivered them ov^er to an officer.” This might 
have satisfied most men, but Melvin was not 
content until ho had provided himself with a 
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lofwi of ainiaunition hiuI returned to the firing- 
line, where ho reported )iiins(4f to his platoon 
sergeant. The valour of th<‘S(i acts 
Jieightened by tlu^ fact that all were performed 
under intense rifle and iiiachine-giin fire, and 
tliat the whoU? way back Melvin and his party 
were exposed to a \'ery lieavy artillery barrage 
fire. 

Completing the* seor(‘ was Private Arthur 
Hutt, Royal \\ arwickshire Regiment (Rarlsdon, 
Coviiitry). who distingiiislKul liimself greatly 
both as a l<*ader aii<l a liglit(‘r. When all tlie 
oniec‘rs and rjou-eommissioned olTicers of No. 2 
Plat oon liad b(‘eom(‘ <*asualties lie took command 
of and h‘d forward the platoon. Reing held 
u[) by a strong i)ost on liis right, he at once 
ran forward alone in front of the platoon an<l 
shot the ollieer and threes men in the post, 
(causing between forty and fifty others to 
surrender, h^hiding that he liad pushed to(> 
far, ho witlidrew Jiis party, personally covering 
tho withdrawal by sniijiiig the enemy and 
killing a number, ile then eaiTi(‘d ba(‘k a 
badly w’onnd(‘d man and put him under 
sludter. Having oign,niz(*d and <*onsolidated 
liis position, anti leii-rning tliat some wounded 
men w(*re lying out and wen‘ likely to become 



SFCOND LIRUT. CLEMFNT ROBERTSON, 
Royal West Surrey Rej^iment, S.R. (Temporary 
Lieutenant, Acting Captain, Tank Corps.) 


l)risoncrs if left, no stretcher-bearers being 
available, Hutt wont out and carried in four 
men under heavy fire. 

Standing well out in a list of ten awards 
made known on December 18, 1917, was a Tank 
leader whose devotion cost him his life. This 
was Second Lieutenant Clement Robertson, 



PRIVATE ARTHUR HUTT, 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 


Royal West Surn^y R(*gimont , S.R., Temjumiiy 
Lieutenant, Acting ( 'apt a in, Tank (k^rps. H en* 
again was one of tlui cases in whi(*.h VC. 
awards indicated tho rcmiarkablo dcivolopments 
of tho methods of modern warfare*, and tin* 
sneeess of a ])ur(dy British invention. Rol)ert 
sou was leading his Tanks in at tack under luuivy 
.shell, maehine gun and rifle fire, and his eoursf* 
lay over ground which slid I -fire had heavily 
ploughed. I To know to the full liow great was 
(lie risk of tho Tanks missing tlieir way, yet 
ho continued to lead tlicm un foot, “guiding 
them earefnlly and patiently towards thidr 
objective, altiiough he must have known tliat 
liis action would almost inevitably cost liim 
Jiis life.” Such, indeed, was tho end of the 
brave captain, who was killed after his objective 
had been reached ; but deaili did not comt^ 
until his skilful leading had assured successful 
aidion. To appreciate fully this officer’s devotion 
to duty it is only necessary to bear in mind the 
desiderate enterprises on whicli Tanks were 
sent, ilio uncommon perils into which these 
land-forts were driven, and the considerable 
protection which was lost by a man who 
voluntarily left tho shelter of the metal structure 
and coolly exposed himself to tho intense mixed 
fire with which a Tank was invariably greeted 
by the enemy when at close quarters. 
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Thoro were three more posthumous awards 
in tliis particular list ; niaking no fewer than 
four out of a total of ten. Those awards were 
to Major Alexander Malius Lafono, Yeomanry ; 
Captain Clarence Sinitli Jeffries, Australian 
Imperial Force, and Corporal William Clamp, 
Yorkshire Kegiinent (Flemington). Major 



CORPORAL WILLIAM CLAMP, 
Yorkshire Regiment. 


Lafone’s was one of t he very rani cases in which 
enemy cavalry werci mentioned, and tlie details 
iruUcattid one of tlui (‘iigagt'monts which appealed 
with exceptional forc(i to a nuiii of Lafone’s 
resource and fighting pow(‘r. For moni than 
seven hours ho held a position against vastly 
superior enemy forces, liis task being made the 
harder becausii heavy shelling of his [lositiou 
made it very dillicult to In one attack 

en(‘my cavalry charged his flank ; but the 
major drove tht'iii back with heavy losses. In 
a.nother charge the enemy left 15 casualties 
within 20 yards of the major’s trencli, Lafoin* 
hims(‘If bayoneting one man who reached the 
trench. The time came in this desperate 
affair when all Lafone’s men except three 
had betiu hit and the trcindi was so full of 
wounded that it was diflicult to move and 
fire ; then tlio major ordered those who could 
walk to move to a trench sliglitly in tlie rear, 
and from his own post he maintained “ a 
most heroic resistance.” Wlien at last lie 
was .surrounded and charged by the ejuMuy 
lie stepped into the open and went on fight- 
ing until ho was mortally wounded and fell 
unconscious. 

Captain Jeffries showed his high courage and 
inspiring example in an attack when his 
company was held up by enemy machine-gun 
fire from concrete emplacements. In the fiinst. 


Iiaviug organized a party, lie rushed an em- 
placement and captured four machiiK'-guns and 
.15 prisoners, after which hi* led his company 
forward under extremely heavy eniMiiy artillery 
barrage and enlilmh^ machine-gun tire to the 
objective. Later ho again organized a succi'ss- 
ful attack on a machinc-guu cmplaci'nn'iit , this 
tinu‘ ca])turing two machine-guns and .*10 more 
prisoners, so liaving to his cn'dit six nuicliinc- 
guns and no fewer than 0.") prisoners. The 
gallant .Jeffries was killed during the sc’cond 
attack, but it was entirely due to his courage and 
initiative that the centre of the attack was not 
licld u[) for a lengthy period. 

The hit(5 which had hefalh'ii not a. f(‘w V.(’. 
men from snipers’ bullets ovtMtook C(Hporal 
William Ciam]> when he had shown v(*ry giH‘at 
i)rav(‘ry in attacking eoneredo hloekhouses. 
Intense machine-gun tirc^ from t ht‘st^ and from 
snipers in ruined hiiildings eheekiMl an advanet* ; 
but the (M)rporal with two uumi daslu'd forward 
and tried to rush the largi'st bloekhoustv 'riie 
two men having been knockc'd out, (’lamp’s 
brave effort failed; but instantly eolk'cling 
some bomb.s and calling upon (wo men to follow' 
him, he again daslu‘d forward. 'J’ho corporal 
was the first to reach the blockhouse, and 
hurling in tlio bombs ho killed many of the 
occupants. Then la's en(er<‘d and brought ou'.. a 
fiia(‘hiiie-gim and about 20 prisoner's, w'hoin he 



MAJOR ALEXANDER M. LAFONE, 
Yeomanry. 

took back under heavy fire from neighbouring 
snipers. This was one of the critical situations 
which so often arose and with which men like 
Corporal Clamp so .successfully df^alt. In this 
case ho again went forward and encouraged his 
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iiion, cheering them and rushing several snipers’ 
posts. This high courage and cheerful example 
the corporal maintained until a sniper’s bullet 
killed him. 

F<*arleHs leadership unfl(?r most rlinicult con- 
<litions, in darkness and in an unknown country, 
was recognized by the award of the (Jross to 
Lieutenant -Colonel Arthur Drummond Horton, 
D.S.O., London Regiment. In those most 
unfavourable and dangerous circumstances he 
deployed liis l)attalion for attnek, and at dawn 
led his attac^king companies against a stmngly 
held [)Osition. The colonel showed an utter 
contempt of danger when a withering rnacliine- 
gun fire cbeckiMl the leading waves, and under 
lieavy fii*e he moved freely up and down his 
iiniis. Ho reorganized his command and lead- 
ing his mciii forward captured the position. At 
a later stage of the fight Colonel Horton led a 
party of voIunt(‘ers against a laittery of field 
guns in action at point-blank range, capturing 
the guns and the detachments. It was re- 
cordcul of him that his fearless lead('rship was an 
inspiring example to the whole Hrigade. 

Th(5 dash and daring of our cavalry whenever 
it was possible for the mounted arm to act was 
shown by the conduct of Lieutenant Henry 
8tra(^han, M.(\, Canadian (^av'alry. The squad- 
ron leader was killed wdiik' galloping towards 
the eiu‘my front liiui and Stracluiu took com- 
mand. He led the squadron through the 



LIEUTENANT HENRY STRACHAN, M.C., 

Canadian Cavalry, 



LIEUr.-COLONEL A. D. BORTON, D.S.O., 
London Regiment. 

enemy line of machine-gun posts, then, with the 
surviving men, he led the charge on the enemy 
battery, killing seven of the gunners with his 
sword. This valiant personal example re- 
sulted in all the gunners being killed and the 
battery silenced ; then Strachan rallied his 
men and fought his way back, at night, through 
the enemy’s line, not only bringing in all 
unw'ounded men safely but also 1,5 prisoners. 
The result of this uncommonly gallant of)era- 
tion was the silencing of an enemy battery, ilu‘ 
killing of the whole bat tery personnel and many 
infantry, and the cutting of three main linos of 
telephone communication two miles in rear of 
the enemy’s front line. 

Within a month of the announcement of th(5 
award to Captain Strachan ther(> was a large 
gathering in Bo’ness (Linlithgowshire) Town 
Hall on the occasion of the ])!‘e.sentation of a 
sword of honour to him. A very interesting 
feature of the report of the ceremony which 
appeared in The Times was the staUunent that 
the Cross w'^as awarded to Captain Strachan 
“ for his daring leadership of cavalry at the 
break through at Cambrai.” Lord Rosebery 
w'as present, and in a characteristic speech he 
said he wtis proud to congratulate Captain 
Strachan on the honour he had brought to his 
native tow n and the county. It was not a bad 
thing, he added, when the w^ar lumbered slow ly 
along, that they .should receive occasionally the 
encouragement of feeling that they had a hero 
of their own 

Another Canadian officer — Lieutenant Robert 
Shankland, (^anadian Infantry — showed great 
couiage and resoui*co under critical and 
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universe conditions and gave to all ranks that 
inspiration which was so invaluable in times 
,,f special stress. Shankland had gained a 
nosition in action and then rallied the remnant 
of his platoon and men of other companies and 
.lis| 308 ed them to command the ground in 
front. The lieutenant inflicted heavy casual- 
ties upon the retreating enemy, and later he 
dispersed a coimter-atta(;k and so enables I 
supporting troops to come up unmolested. 
Sliankland having shown liis grit as a flght(u% 
displayed first-rate qualities as an intelligence 
officer, for he personally comm\micated to 
hattalion headquarters an accui-ato and valu* 
;ible report as to the [)osition of the brigade 
fiontago, after which ho rejoined his command 
and carried on until ho was relieved. Tt was 
»)wing to his courage, skill and splendid example 
that a very critical position was undoubtedly 
saved. 

“ He bayoneted fifteen of the enemy,” ” he 
led the final assault with the utmost skill,” 
” this gallant non-commissioned offi(;er re- 
pcnitedly went out under heavy fire and 
brought wounded back to coven’, thus saving 
many lives,” he was “conspicuous in rallying 
and leading his command ” — those were things 
said of the conduct of Acting (.'orporal John 
(^)llins, Royal Welsh Fusiliers (Merthyr 'L'y^lvil), 
who provided yet one more instance of extra- 
oidinary courage and leadership in the lower 
ranks in the Army. The eorporai’s conduct 
was the more noticeable because, after deploy- 
nuMit before an attack, his hattalion was forced 
to lie out in the open unfler heavy shell and 
machine-gim fire which caused many casualties. 
Destructive fire and uncut wire were powerless 
to restrain him, great odds melted before his 
I'owerful ])lying of the bayonet, and after that 
e xploit with tho steel he pressed on with a Lewis 
gun section beyond the objective and most 
etfectively covered tho reorganization and con- 
solidation, although isolatoil and under fire from 
guns and sniper’s. 

The sp^me cool leadership and inspiring ex- 
ainple charaettiri^od the acts of Sergeant Harry 
t'overdalo, Manchester Regiment (Old Trafford, 
Manchester), who in attack on enemy strong 
j>oints, and when close to his objective, killed an 
etficer and took two men prisoners, the tliree 
•x’ing snipers ; thou ho rushed two machiuo- 
l-uns, killing or wounding the toanos. Later he 
^' Organized liis platoon in order to capture 
ituother position ; but after getting within 100 
^ '-rds of it he was hold up by our own barrage 


and forced to return, having sustained nine 
casualties. Subsequently ho again wont out 
with five men to capture this position, but 
seeing a considerable number of the enemy 
advancing ho withdrew his detachment man by 
mail. Ho was tho last to retire and was able to 
report that tho enemy wore forming for a 
counter-attack. 

This list of 10 was complotod with Private 



ACTING GORPOKAL JOHN COLLINS, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

Thomas Henry Sage, Sonnu’set shire Ligljt 
Infantry (Tiverton), whose act was the n^sult of 
groat ])romi)tness and pres»uice of mind, and 
nearly cost him his life.. He anti eight other 
men w’cre in a sh(^ll-lioIe. One of tlie men wqs 
shot while throwing a bomb, d’he bomb fell 
into tho shell-hole, and Sage imnu‘<liaUdy 
threw himself on it, ” tlieri^hy nndouhtedly 
saving the lives of sevu^ral of his comradt^s. 
though he himself sustained very s(?vero 
wounds.” 

Tho Vfietoria Cross Warrants luvl heen s») 
framed that it was [)ossihle for civulians to w in 
tho decoration, and there were tlu*ee w'oll-knowui 
instances of c vilian recipients — M*^’. Thomas 
Henry Kavanagh, Mr. Ross Lowis Mangles and 
Mr. William Fraser McDonell, all members of 
the Rengal Civil Service ; an<l all three of 
whom W(M*(? awarded tho Cross for acts of bravery 
in tho Indian Mutiny in 1857. Tho original 
Warrant of January 29, 1856, expressly 

ordained that tho Cross should only be awarded 
to those officers or men who had served in the 
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presence of the enemy, and that “ neither rank, 
nor long service, nor wounds, nor any other 
circumstance or condition whatsoever, save the 
merit of conspicuous bravery ” should be held 
to establish a sufficient claim to the honour. 
It was undoubtedly open to civilians to win the 
Cross, but no such award had been made since 
the days of the Mutiny, nor had tlierc been any 
clear understanding as to the jjosition of women 
with regard to the decoration ; and with the 
purpose? of gc'tting information on this most 
inU?resting j)oint a (piestion was asked in the 
House of Commons on December 3, 1917, by 
Sir A. W. V<?o, the member for Tower Hamlets, 
Poplar. Tn reply Mr. Ian Maepherson, 
Under-Secretary for War, said* “When a case 
arises in which a woman perfonns an action in 
the circumstances contemplated by the Victoria 
Cross Warrant consideration will bo given to an 



SERGEANT HARRY COVERDALE, 
Manchester Regiment. 


extension of the conditions. At present the 
warrant would not, I think, admit of a grant.' 
As a matter of fact neither the original Warrant 
nor the subsequent Warrants of 1867, 1881 and 



PRIVATE THOMAS H. SAGE, 
Somersetshire Light Infantry. 


1911 provided for such a case as that which had 
been mentioned, and only time was to sliow 
whether one or more members of the anny ol 
women who had enrol l(?d for war work would 
have the unparalleled honour of being awarded 
the Cross. 

That noble clause which has boon quoted 
from the original Warrant of the Cross — that 
conspicuous bravery only should establish a 
claim to the honour w^as thoroughly excni 
plifiod by details which were given from tiiin' 
to time relating to the personality of tla* 
winners. All classics alike w*ore in equal fellow 
ship ; even more than that there was tin 
man from the low*est depths who, given tin 
chance of redemption, found and took it on tin 
field of battle. Such a case w’as mentioned bv 
a well-known criminal lawyer, who wrote . 

“ One of the most notorious of pre-war criminals 
gave liis life for his country in a deed (»t 
gallantry that won for him the posthumous 
honour of the V.C.’* 


The following awards of the Victoria Cross 
were announced between August and the eii»< 
of December 1917 

Ackuoyd, Temp. Capt. Harold, M.C., M.D., 
il.A.M.C., attached R. Berkshire Regt. 
Andrew, Corpl. Leslie Wilton, Infy. Bn., New 
Zealand Force. 
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Barratt, Pte. Thos., South Staffordshire Regt. 
(Tipton). 

Best-Dunkley, Capt. (Temp. Lieut. -Coloiiol) 
Bertram, Lancashire Fusiliers. 

Bmics, 2nd Lieut. Frederick, Australian Im- 
perial Force. 

Bishop, Capt. Wm. Avery, D.S.O., M.C., 
Canadian Cavalry and R.F.C. 

Boxneu, Lieut. Charles (George, D.S.C., R.N.R. 
BoRTOiV, Lieut. -Colonel Arthur Drummond. 

D.S.O., London Rogt. 

Brown, Pto. Harry, Canadian Inf. Bn. 
Buoden, Pte. Patrick, Australian Imperial 
Force. 

BuRivtAN, Sergt. William Francis, Rifle Brigade 
(Stepney, E.). 

Butler, Pte. William Boynton, West Yorks. 
Regt. (Hunslet, Leeds). 

Bye, Sergt. Robt., Welsh Guards (Penrhiw- 
coiber, Glamorgan). 

Carmichael, Sergt. John, North Staffordshire 
Regt. (Glasgow). 

Clamj*, Corpl. William, Yorkshire Regt. (Flern- 
ington). 

(/OFFiN, Lieut. -Colonel (Temp. Brig. -General) 
Clifford, D.S.O., R.E. 

Collins, Acting-Corpl. John, Royal Welsli 
Fusiliers (Merthyr Tydvil). 

Colvin, 2nd Lieut. Hugh, Cheshire Rogt. 
(yOLYER-FEROUS.sON, 2nd Lieut. (Acting Capt.) 

Thos. Riversdalo, Northamptonshire Regt. 
(’ooPER, Sergt. Edward, I'Cing’s Royal Rifle 
Corps (Stockton). 

Covkrdale, Sergt. Harry, ManchesU^r Rogt. 

(Old Trafford, Mancliester). 

(’Risp, Skippt^r Thomas, R.N.R. 

Dancox, Pte. Fk. Geo., Worcestershire Regt. 
( W orcester). 

Davies, Corpl. James Llewellyn, R. Welsh Fusi- 
liers (Nantymoel, Glamorgan). 

Day, Corpl. Sidney James, Suffolk Regt. (Nor- 
wich). 

Dwyer, Sergt. John Jas., Aus. M.G. Corps, Aus. 
Imp. Force. 

I^DWARDS, Sergt. Alexander, Seaforth High- 
landers (Lossiemoutli). 

Howards, Pte. Wilfrid, King’s Own Yorks L.I. 
(Leeds). 

I'c.ERTON, Corpl. Ernest Albert, Nottingham- 
shire and Derbyshire Regt. (Longton). 
Cvans, Major (Acting Lieut. -Colonel ) Lewis 
Pugh, D.S.O., Rov U Highlanders, command- 
ing a Battalion Lincolnshire Regt. 


Graham, Lieut. John Reginald Noble, A. and S 
Highrs., attached M.G.C. 

Greaves, Acting Corpl. Fred, Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Rogt. (Balborough). 

Grimbai.deston, Sergt. (Acting C.Q.M.S.) 
W^m. H , K.O. Scottish Bord. (Blackburn). 

Halton, Pte. Albert, King’s Own Royal I^\n- 
caster Rogt. (Carnforth). 

Hamilton, Pte. (Acting Lee. Corpl.) John 
Brown, Highland Liglit Inf. (Lanarkshire) 

Hanna, Coy. Sergt.-Major R., Canadian Juf. 

Hewitt, 2nd Lieut. Denis Geo. WyUlbore, 
ITampsIiire Regt . 

Hewitt, Lee. Corpl. William Henry, South 
African Fiif. 

Hobson, Sergt. Frederick, (^anadiau Jnf. lin. 

Hut'F, Pto. Arthur, Royal Warwickshire Regt. 
(Earlsdon, Coventry). 

Inwood, Pte. Reginald Roy, Aust ralian Tmp<’!rial 
Force. 

Jeffries, (apt. Clarence Smitli, Australian 
Imperial Force. 

Konowal, Acting Corpl. Filip, Canadian Inf. 

Knioht, Sergt. Alfred Joseph, London B(‘gt. 
(Nottingham). 

IjAKOne, Major Aloxanrler Malius, V:'omaury. 

Learmottth, Capt. (acting Major) Okill Ma.ssey, 
M.C., (’anadian Inf. 

Loosemore, Pt(*. Arnold, West Riding Rc^gt. 
(Sheffield). 

Lister, Sergt. .Joseph, Lancashire Fusili(?rs 
(Reddish, Stockport). 

M(LIee, Sergt. Lewis, Australian Imp. Force. 

MiJntosh, Pte. Ceo., Gordon Highlanders, 
Buckie, Banffshire. 

Mayson, C’orpl. (i^cc. Sergt.) 'J’om Fletclier, 
R. I.<ancaster R. (Silocourt, (himberland). 

Melvin, Pte. Charles, Royal Highlanders 
(Kirriemuir). 

Molyneux, Sergt. Jolm, Royal Fusiliers (St. 
Helens). 

Moore, 2nd Lieut. Montagu Sliad worth Soy- 
mom*, Hampshire Regt. 

Moyney, Lct^. Sergt. John, Irish Guards (Rath- 
downoy. Queen’s County). 

Mugford, Leo. Corpl. Harold, M.G. (^orps (p]aat 
Ham). 

OcKENDEN, Sergt. James, Royal Dublin Fusi- 
liers (Southsea). 

O’Rourke, Pto. Michael James, Canadian Inf. 
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l\\iisoxH, T(imp. 2iicl Lieut, f lardy Falconer, 
(iloucestorshin* Kegt. 

Pkklkr, Lc<^ (,'orj)l. Waller, Australian Imperial 
F(>rc<;. 

PiT(urER, Petty Ollicer Kniest. 

Uees, S(!rgt. Ivor, South Wales Borderers 
(Llanelly). 

Kkynoi.ds, 'J’emp. Papt. Henry, M.C., Royal 
Scots. 

Rhodes, l^ce. SiTgt. .lohn Harold, (Ircnadior 
(Juards ('ruiistall, Staft’onlshire). 

Rcjhertson, 2nd Lieut. Phnnent, Royal West 
Surrey Regt., S.R. (Temp. Id(mt., Acting 
Paj)!., 'I’ank Porps). 


Room, Pto. (Acting Lee. Corpl.) Fk. G., Royal 
Irish Regt. (Bristol). 

Sage, Pte. Thos. Hy., Somersetshire Light Inf. 
(Tiverton). 

Shankland, Lieut. Robt., Pauadian Inf. 

Skinner, Sergt. (Acting P.S.M.) John, King’s 
Own Scottish Borden^rs (Pollokshields, (das 
gow). 

Stracuian, Lieut. Hy., M.C., Pauadian Pavalry 

Watt, Skipper Josepli, R.N.R. 

Wituam, Pte. Thos., (Joldstream Guards (Burn- 

ky). 

V\ooDro('K, Pte. Tiios., Irish Guards (Wjgan, 
Lancashire). 


CHAPTER CCXXIX. 


FOOD CONTROL AND RATIONS 
IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


Abundance during Two Yflaks of War — Appointmknt of Kood (’ontroluir at Knd of 10H>- - 
(UusES OF Shortage— 1'h 10 Hungiman Public* Meals Order —Lord Devonport -I.ord 
Rhondda’s Appointment -ITirchasing Power of the Sovereign -Mr. J. K. C’lynes— A 
Standard Ninepennv Loaf- Maximum Pric es- Loi’al (Committees -SugarC'ahds— Individual 
Registration — “Voluntary” Rations Shortage of Pats- (Queues -Meat Prk’es Meat 
Shortage — The Meat Rationing Scheme Explained — First Kffki^ts of Rationing (Lorman 
lOxPERiENCE — Lord Rhondda’s Succ’ess. 


I 'r was almost a commoriplaito bt'fore the 
war, among certain schools of ])olilical 
and economic thought, that an island 
country which was not self-supporting 
in food would be in danger of starvat ion soon 
after the outbreak of an armc'-d contlict with 
any largo maritime Power. Like so many of 
the othcT ])rop}ieeies which were widely be- 
lievefl in those days this unpleasant forecast 
was completely falsified by events. 'Phe out- 
standing feature of the food situation as it 
developed in (ireat Rritain was the insignifi- 
cance of the interference of military and naval 
Dfierations with the provisioning of tlie civilian 
population dui'ing the first two years of hostili- 
ties. Except for a gradual and .sustained iip- 
wartl movement of the prices of most of the 
articles of common consumption (hen? wa,s no 
fooci problem in the country until the nations 
had entercxl on the third year of wai*. I’p to 
this point the people of the United Kingdom 
were in the happy position of being spectators 
at a distance, and not always perhaps with a 
clear vision, of the food troubles of enemy 
‘ountrics, and regarded with little more than 
academic interest the elaborate schemes of 
rationing by which the enemy Governments 
sought to overcome those troubles. 
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But the situation underwent a pereeptiblo 
change in the closing inoutJis of 101(1, aud for 
a variety of reasons, which will b(‘ examined 
more closely later, the problems of supply 
and distribution began to Ihrust themselves 
on th(? atteuliou of tiu? peopk? aud the Govern- 
ment. To many who had been lulled into 
seeurily by two years of plenty, the possibility 
tliat their daily hnwl aud the n'st of the things 
they ate might- not <?ontimie to reach th(?m by 
the same almost automatic process as in noi'inal 
times came with a lilt It* shock, and when they 
found it dilhcult to g(?t two or tlirci? articles of 
food in the quantities to which they had been 
accnstoiiHMl, they exereis(?d tlie Englishman’s 
pn'.rogativo and made a nois(‘ about the matter. 
It has to be reconled that whiai first a si^areity 
of buttia*, inargarino, meat, bacon, (rheese and 
tea caused iru'onviiuienci* and some actual 
hanisihps among thi* poorir classes, tlie dis 
content which arose was rather out of pro- 
portion to the burden which the p(*o[)le had 
to carry. I^ord Ithondda, who was then the 
Kood Controller, in a spe(M*h madi? at a mooting 
of the Aldwyeh Chib, told the “grousers*’ 
quite bluntly that what they were speaking of 
as famine would bo regarded as luxury in Ger- 
many. Even in the forty-fourth month of the 
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war tho Prirno Ministor was able to say that 
tlKTe was less hunger in this country than there 
had been before the war began. 

To some extent the discontent was not 
seen in its true pcTspective. Kesentniont 
was created and fed, not so much by the difli- 
culty in getting aceustfj/ned foods, as by a 
belief among tie* woiking people that unfair 
distri})ul ion enabl'd the wealthy to get sup- 
plh^s without trouble to themselves while the 
poor were d(iprived of tlieir sliare. This im- 
pression rested on viay slendfa* foundations, 
l>Nt it was fost<‘red and sprcuid by men and 
womtai with pacifist h^anings, and also (piite 
honestly by loss flabby s])eak(‘rs, wlu) believed 
that the disparity they dc'seribed exist i‘d, and 
whose} 90 I 0 wish was to renu'dy a sup[>osed 
injustice. (Complaints would have betm fewer 
if th(} scarcity had eom(} (‘arli(T in tl»e war. 
'Plw} pinch was suddenly f<‘lt- at a time wlum 
tin* strain of three years of unremitting toil, 
the draining of the nian-powcT resource's of the 
(!ountry, and the} losses in tho field which left 
few people untoucheci, had “ dulled the enthu- 
siasm for sacrilic^e ” and created a sc'nse of 
weariness. It was not a wcairinc'ss t hat brought 
th(} nation to any thought of peace} withemt 
victory, but it made life} less buoyant, and men 
and woMU'n lc}ss able} to take up an addition 
to thc'ir cares. 

Out of lh(} situation as it develof)ed there 
arose a. popuhir cry fer rationing whicdi gave 
tlu' lu'cessary inip(}fus to a demand con- 
sist ently advanced much earlier by those who 
realized Ijow vital an influence the food rjuc'stion 
might have' in tuniiiig the balance betwxeu 
victory and disastci*. It was not, howt'V'er, 
until tlu^ beginning of 1918 that tho Govc'rn- 
incait dchiiitc'ly sanctioned the putting into 
operation of a. national scheme to restrict and 
rc'gnlarize the} consumption of foods of which 
a sc.areity laid aiisen. Pacii then, in spite of 
vagni} assiiranec's given and I'cpeated at. fre- 
(juent intervals of the' existonee of a carefully 
thouglit-ont phin, the* maehinc'ry for rationing 
was not ready, or had not got beycnid the stage 
of experimc'iit, and the} national system ha<l 
to follow upon the gradual fusion and extension 
of Ic^eal selu'ines started in industrial arc'as 
w'here a dearth of supplies and labour pressure 
had compelled the a\ithorities to take action. 

'Pile reluctance of tho Government to resort 
to rationing may have been partly prompted 
by a desire to avoid encouraging tho enemy 
in hopes of success for his “ rutliless ” sub- 


marine campaign, but it was also an outcome 
of the? great achievement of the Navy and 
the British Mercantile Marino in maintaining 
month after month, and year after year, the 
transport of meat and grain, oils and fats, tea 
anfl sugar, from all parts of tho w^orld, to 
Hriti.sh ports. Many fine ships and much 
valuable food wont to the bottom of tho sea, 
but, in a grtjater degree than these losses, 
it was the wcjrld shortage due to diminished 
harvests and decreased production that 
bronglit men to take thought of the dang(}r 
that the [)e()ple’s breafl might fail. Tho sear- 
eity of but ter and maigarine, and tho sudden 
diminution of the meat- supplies — two things 
which inatle I'ationing inevitable - had thcii 
origin mor<^ in the exig(*neies of war policy 
and mistak('s in th(} exercise of food control 
tlian in the attacks of the Gei’inan submarines. 
Had the <lurMtu)n of tin' war been less pro- 
longed, and the means of defence against th(' 
development of the subinariru} more effective, 
the triumph of our seamt^n w(»uld have been 
complete. Although tho United Kingdom in 
the days of p(‘ace produced only a little ov(‘r 
a third of the food necessaiy ff)r tho oxistc'uce 
of the populatk>n, and tlio (posing of the sen 
woukl hav(' jneant, as tlio th(*orists had tolil 
us, starvation and surrender within a period 
m<}a.siu’ed by months, the outstanding fact 
of the first two years of th(} war v\as (hat a 
seareity of food was not felt at- all, and tliat 
file workirjg classos, with higher wages, actually 
enjoyed better and more substantial meals 
than (bey laid been able to obtain in normal 
limes. Wluai at Icngtli c(*rtain shortages 
developed, tlu'y woni ft'lt scvf'rcly, but tlirougli 
the skilful us(} of the a\ailablc tonnage tlic 
actual fall in imports late in 1917 compan'ti 
with peace-tiim^ figun's was only 4 per cent. 
If it is stated that, apart from supplying th(' 
needs of tlu' civil ])oj)ulation at home, th»' 
shipping problem included the service of on?- 
armies in many theatrics of war, and tho partial 
provisioning of our Allies, the extent of tin- 
national indebti}dness to the men who gnank*'! 
or sailed the seas may in soiiic sense lie measured. 
Nt)t withstanding this, tlie (iov('i'nnient eannoi 
be acquitted of blame for carrying optiinisio 
to tho extent of debarring oven effective organ!* 
zation for ratioiung the nation until rationiiu.: 
was pracficJiUy thrust on thorn by industrial 
areas wher3 the food situation had becoin<‘ 
acute. There was probably' a third cau"' 
influencing the hesitation and distrust witli 
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which the Oovernment viewed rationing pro- be dealt with merely by the making of speeches 

posals. Groat Britain is a democracy, and a urging national economy. On November 17 

democracy “peculiarly intolerant of precise of that year wide powers were conferred on the 

regulations in the homo.” Ministers foarod the Board of Trade for the control of tho manu- 

possible elTcct of any official interference with facture, sale% and use of foo<i, and in tho 

tho nation's habits. A bureaucracy like Cer- exorcise of those powers Mr. Runciman issued 

many could ignore what is known as public on November 20 a ^filling Order which made 

opinion, and develop its plans accordingly. obligatory a 70% extraction of flour from 

Tn Great Britain, a Government nervous about wheat. This very modest step was followed 

the way in which the public might, regard the on December 5 by tho first Public Meals Order, 

inconvenience and dinTicult ies ef rationing, which put a limitation t)n the number of courses 

unco again trailed unwillingly in the rear of that migiit be served at luncheon and dinner 



DKMONSTRATION OF MANCHHSTER WORKERS IN FAVOUR OF COMPULSORY 

RATIONING JANUARY 26, 1918. 


that opinion, and had .suddenly to recognize 
that people demanded that they should bo 
rationed. Several months wore thoii occupied 
in building the foundations on which national 
rationing might be based, and in developing 
a scheme out of the pioneer experiments tested 
locally. 

Food control in Great Britain did not take 
definite form until the cnrl of 191(5. In 
Uhapter CXCTT it was shown that Mr. Asrpiith’s 
(Government, shortly before its fall, wa.s com- 
I Jelled, “ largely as the result of a Press cam- 
I>aign,” to recognize that a situation which 
was beginning to cause uneasiness could not 


in hotels, restaurants and clubs. Th(*n .Mr. 
Lloyd George been mo Prime Minister, and tnadr 
the establishment of a Food Coiilroller one of 
his first aelions. lie chose Lord Dovonpijrt 
for the position and gave him what at the 
time was regarded as a eoniparativx'ly free 
hand to seek a solution for tho prohl(‘rjj wdiich 
had arisen. Lord Devon port held ofliee foi 
about five months. Soon after his apijoini- 
ment tho position in regard to the national 
reserve of cereals became acute and people 
of foresight began to urge tho advisability of 
compulsory rationing. It was announced that 
the neces.sary machinery for rationing would 

190—2 
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AGKICUI.TURAI, SCHOOL FOR SOLDIERS. 

The Food Production Department of the Board of Agriculture opened a school for soldiers of hi 
medical classiheation, many of whom had seen service at the front. 


bn prc'pjirnd, but nniUinr tJin luanliiiicry nor ii. 
plan for rationing ovta* roacliod .sucli a stu^o 
under tbo fii’st Food Controller that detail.-; 
could bo made public. 'I'lio policy of tlic 
Department was more effectively directed to 
checking the consumption of wheat by increas- 
inj 5 the extraction of flour from the grain, 
making an a<hnixturo of flour milled from otlua* 
cereals compulsory, jirohibiting the sale of new 
bread, and similar measures. At the same 
tiino an appeal was madt^ for tho voluntaiy 
obsorvanco i^f a rationed scale of consumption 
of bi’oad, meat and sug.ar, and a Food Economy 
(-ampaign, organized by Mr. Kennedy Jones, 
M.P., eari ied this appeal through the country, 
with the result that a good many people, 
chiefly of the' upper and professional classes, 
regulated tluar housokoe[)ing on tho basis 
suggested to them. There is no evidence that 
tho really lu'avy (Mters of bread — men engaged 
on industrial and agricultural work — made 
any attempt to economize, either in food or 
anything else which increase<l earnings brought 
within their reatdi. The inherent weakness of 
the scale w'as that it imposcMl a flat rate, so that 
a worker accustomed to eating eight to ten 
pounds of bread in a week reganlod tlio sug- 
gt'stion that lie should cut down his consumption 
to four pounds as stupid, and ignored the appeal 
altogether. 

Later tla^ appeal took tht^ form of a request 


that everybody sliould mduco th(^ consumption 
of brearl by one pound a we('k, but by this tinio 
it was fairly well known that thcj r(?servt's of 
grain had been considerably augmented ami 
that r(‘al danger had for tho time l.K‘(‘n averIcMl, 
Lord Levonpoit did not add greatly to hi-, 
reputation by his service as a ]\Iinister and liis 
resignation of ofTico caus;^! few regn'ts. But 
much of the work he did was good. His busi 
ness knowledge and energies were chi<'fly 
centred on sup})ly, and by exerting pressure on 
the Government to provide shipping to bring 
more food into the eouutry, encouraging pro 
duction at home, and taking various rneasun s 
to get all tho broad possible from the wheat 
which could be seat to tho mills, ho removed 
the tlireat of a bread famine, prepared tho way 
for the bountiful potato harvest lifted in the 
autumn of 1917, and saw the stocks of cattle 
and sheep raised to a reassuring figure. 

These were achievements, however, of wliieli 
the public at tho time had little knowlodgt*. 
and meanwhile Lord Devonport and th' 
Government in tho spring of 1917 had boconv* 
tho targets for sharp criticism arising out ef 
resentment at the inflation of the price < 
many articles of food. There was a widosprea' 
conviction that the steadily rising cost of men i 
vegetables, bread and other essentials coni' ! 
be attribhted to the taking of unrea.sonaV)! 
profits by tho producers, wholesale dealers ( • 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


257 


retailors, through whom food roached the 
consimier. hord Devonport made one or two 
rather timid attempts to stem tlie upwartl 
rush of prices, but his experiments were either 
jiiado too late — as in the days of a earth of 
potatoes — or lacked boldness. At a time wh<*ii 
popular dissatisfaction over “ ])rotitecriiig ’* 
liad become so marked th.at it could not bo 
ignored by the Government, Lord Devonport 
l esigned his post. 

It is the purpose of this cluipler to deserihe 
the gradual development of the situation whicli 
led to the adoi)tion of compulsory food rationing 
and to deal with the experinionts in local ration 
ing which were the} foundation of a national 
scheme. For this reason it must bo concerned 
with the activities and policy of the seciond 
Koo(l Controlleir, Lord I^hondda, rather than 
the first, and no more need be said of l^ord 
Devonport except that his one constructive 
fontribution to rationing was a revised Public 
M(‘ols Order which substituted for ^Ir. Itiinci- 
1 nan’s Ihnitatiou of the nuinl)er of cours(‘s 
which could be served in an liotel or restaurant 
a woll-thought-ont system of lationiiur by bulk. 
The (k'tails of this system and some account. «^f 
nllar oi-ilers ]jiit into opirafion wliilc Iwonl 


Devonport hold offic<} were given in Cha[)ter 
CXCII. 

For some time after Lord Devonport had 
asked to bo roliovod of his otlieo then* was 
eoii.siderablo doubt as to who would be bis 
successor. The task to be taken up was a 
difiicult and a thankless ono ; it promised no 
reward, and ninbitious politicians showed 
no eagerness to compete for a })osition wliii h 
might lay upon them the fetters t)f failur(\ 
Kven J^aboiir fought, shy of t lie appoint.uKMit, 
although the War t’mergiMicy \Voi kers’ Mat ioiial 
Committee — a body represent ing the various 
sections of the Liil)our, (Joot>erativ'o ami 
Industrial W’^omeu’s Mo\ iMiiont — luidoii May 12 
published a eompr(‘lieiisi\'e draft ” policy 
on the qiu'stiou of food sup])ly. In ai modified 
form much of this t)oli(;y was t arried into (‘IToct 
later in the yem- by a “ capitalist ” peer. The 
tliing.s dcimmtk'd were : 

(iOVlOltN .M KS V PdLKJV. 

(a) 'I'ho purcli.isiJ dI’ axil t'S'-’tiiil iiil iruporttul footlsl tilfs. 

{h) 'I’lio coraia;iri(lt)oritig or cool rolliiai^ of axil lioiiic- 
uittu'o futul pro«lact.s such as wlacut, iiiciil, oaif s, bairlt'.x . 
polatocs, aad milk. 

(c) Tilt) cooiiuiiiKlccriii'.; ol dii))^ anil tlu' control i>f 
( rHa''j)«irt faciliht''-. 

(</) 'L'lio plaxcian; oil tho mtail inoiKnls of axil supplies 
so ohlointHl and controlled of prict>-, u'Iu< h trill -tcuro 



ETON BOYS AT WORK IN THE POTATO FIELD. 
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tho full b(5iiofit of Govornmoiit action to th«c,oTinuiuer ; and 
tho proportional rngulation, on a family basis, of the sale 
of any foodstTifCs in which there is a ^ihorta^o of supplies. 

{p) 'J’ho selling of bread and flour f(jr the period of 
the war niul six tnonths afterwards at a price not ox- 
ceedin.tf 6:1. per rpiartern loaf, any loss "o involved to lie 
met as a portion of th(‘ ;^MMH*ral cost of the war. 

Ml\M(Ul‘AL POLICY. 

Powers to bo ^jiven tf» iiMjni(*i[),il, n ban, and other 
local a thorities to set nf)>.specijil food c«i rol committees, 
to wh h shall f)e <‘o-opt<'(l refiresenta vcjs of Labour, 
eoopen tive and iiidti^triid women’s o '^ratiizationH, for 
th<» purpose of supervising? the rei^istrati of consumer-,, 
the litable local dist ributi«)n of foot stuffs, ami th.) 
institi ion of municipal foo<l servic 


for nearly six months, and by his energy and 
freedom from “ departmentalism ** had raised 
that Department to a high pitch of efficiency. 
Before joining the Government he was ^lanaging 
Director of the Cambrian Combine and other 
collifTy companies in South Wales, and was 
regarded as a business man first and a House of 
Commons man afterwards. At the time of 
his ciiange of oflico it was said of him in The, 
Times (June Id, 1917): “Ho is a believer in 
dir(‘ct methods and may be trusted to bring 



1“ Times" phot graph 

LORD KHONnUA AT HIS DESK AT THE MINISTRY OF FOOD. 


One of the men inviled by the Prune MiiiLster 
to become Food (\)nt roller was Mr. Robert 
Smillie, Prosidtuit of the Miners’ Federation 
of Great Britain, an able Labour loader, hut a 
bitter critic of the Government. Mr. Smillie 
was assured that if he took the post he Woulil 
have full powc'r over the distribution and over 
the fixing of prices of food, but ho refused to 
accept the responsibility of constructive work. 
Eventually, on June 15, Mr. Bonar Law 
announced in the House of (kjinmons that 
Lord Rhondda hml consented to go to the 
Food ATinistry. Lord Rhondda liad then 
been President of the Local Governmorit Board 


to the uneasy task of food control not only 
wide understanding of commercial and business 
conditions, but energy and freedom from pre- 
conceived ideas.” Experience of his adminis- 
tration showed that Lord Rhondda ad<lod to 
this equipment a sense of humour, a knowledge 
of how to handle men, readiness to receive and 
weigh the advice of others, and what he him- 
self would have called a “ thick skin.” He 
made it quite clear when ho consented to be- 
come Food Controller that he did so only at 
the pressing request of the Prime Alinister, but 
having committed himself to the work he set 
out vigorously to carry his ideas into effect. The 
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intentions with which ho assumed office can be 
summarized from a statement made on J une 1 7 : 

I have been given very ample authority by the 
(.Joveniinont to deal with the whole situation. I am 
empowered, should I find it necessary, to take over 
(he food supplies of the country and to adopt strong 
measures to cheek all speculation in the necessities of 
life. . . . My fir'^t action will bo directed towards securing 
ji reduction in the pricje of brt^ad. This T consi<ler to be 
the urgent need of the moment. 1 intend l.o be us fair 
as the conditions of war will permit, but frankly my 
.•sympathies are with the consumer, 1 want the help 
of local authorities in the matter of dislribtifion, and 1 
confidently count on the advice and active help ot the 
rooporative societies and other distributing agencies. 

This was followed a week later by an official 
statomont which gave tin indication of the 
lines on which Lord Rhondda intendoil to work 
in seeking to reduce the existing high prices. 
The declaration was in the following form ; 

Lord Khondda has decided that, in order to limit 
turther rises in the prices tif the more important food- 
stutl'< and as far a.s possible to rt^duco the present level 
of prices, it will bo necessary to institute much stricter 
and more complete measure.s of control in the industries 
engaged in the production of foodstuff.s. Maximum 
prices require to be onforc(«l by strict control through 
the producer ami the retailer, with the object of limiting 
profits at every stage of prt)duction and distribution to 
a fair romunenxt ioii for sorviiios rendered. 

'I’ho first st<?p is to determine the costs of production 
and handling. For this purpose the Food Controller 
hiis already taken steps to set up a Costings Department 
in the Ministry of Food, consisting of highly skilled 
accountants, who wnll have full powers to examino books 
and obtain all particulars which may assist him to arrive 
iit accurate figures as (o costs. The object of control 
will be to fix pricos by reference to actual cosLs with Ihe 
‘wldition of the normal pre-war rate of profit iudependont 
of market fluctuations in the rnaniuw which has already 
enabled the Army authorities to pun'hase many of their 
essimtial supplies at prices considerably below tlu' 
market pricos ruling f<ir civil consumption. 

Nothing could have been more to the public 
mind than that the new Food Oontrollor should 
devote himself to the consideration of food 
|)rices. A man at this period would have 
needed to be deaf and unable to read to escape 
iho conclusion that peo^jlc of all classes were 
looking to Lord Khontlda to give thorn cheaper 
food. The following table shows the rise in 
the cost of living np to July 1, 1917, and the 
(educed purchasing power of the sovereign 
"^pent on food in tlio large towns t)f the United 
Kingdom during the war: 
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3 .. 

19 

tt tt ••• 

13 

5 

.March 1 

.. 37 

9 .. 

51 

it ti ... 

13 

3 

April 1 

.. 38 

0 .. 

5** 

tt If ■ . • 

13 

2 

May 1 

.. 39 

9 

59 

.t tt 

12 

7 

.lime 1 

to 

6 .. 

62 

tt M 

12 

4 

July 1 

. . 11 

3 .. 

65 

t. It 

12 

1 

August 1 

•to 

6 

62 


12 

4 

Soptoiubor 1 

.. 42 

0 .. 

68 

tt 

11 

11 

Oclobor 1 

.. 42 

9 .. 

71 

.. 

U 

8 

November 1 

.. 15 

3 .. 

81 

It «. 

11 

0 

Docembc'r 1 

.. 46 

9 .. 

87 

tt f 

10 

8 

1917. 







January 1 

.. 47 

9 .. 

91 

.. 

10 

5 

February 1 

... 48 

3 .. 

93 



10 

4 

March 1 

... 49 

3 .. 

97 

t, tt 

10 

2 

.A-pril 1 

... 19 

9 .. 

99 


10 

0 

May 1 

... 50 

6 .. 

102 


9 

11 

Juno 1 

.. 51 

6 .. 

106 


9 

8 

July 1 

.. 52 

3 .. 

109 



9 

6 

While the 

advai 

ice in 

prices applied io 

noai 

rly 


every article of general consumption — luxury 
foods, chiefly owing to the fall in the demand, 


alone escaped the increase — poy)nlar unrest 
mainly arose out of the heavy cost of bread 
and meat. In the suminor of 1917 the price 
of the (quartern loaf had ristai to one shilling 
compared with a normal price of fid. The 
advance in meat prices is show n in the following 
figures, contrasting the wholesale pricos pre- 
vailing at the London Central Markets on 
June 25, 1914, with the quotation on June 24, 


1917. 'Die ])riees 

wt're per stene of 8 lb. : 


1911 

J9n 

Detf— 

tSootch . 

K. 6d.lo.5s. 2.1. 10^ 

. 8(1. to 11s. Id. 

Knglish 

Is. 2.1. to 1-. .5.1. 

10^. 3(1. 

American — 

Forofjiiartors, 

ohilleil ... 

2s. 2.1. to 2s. 4.1. 

7s. .3(1. 

Mutton — 

Scotch 

6s. Oil. t .) tJs. 1(1. 

11s. .5(1. 

Knglish ... 

3s. 6(1. to 4s. nd. 

lls. 1(1. 

Australian 

2s. 2(1. to 2.i. 8(1. 

6s. M. 

Lamb — 

Knglish 

5s. 8(1. to 6s. 8(1. 

1 Is. 6(1. 

Scotch 

Gs. 0(1. to 7s. 0(1. 

12-. 0(1. 

Australian 

3.-. 6(1. to 4s. 0,1. 

7s. 0(1. 


To cmable him to deal with speculation and 
profiteering wherev(;r it w'as established that 
tliese evils exist(Ml, Lord Rhondda, soon after 
ho had taken otfico, obtaiiw'd by Order in 
Council powers similar to those already possessed 
by the Army Council, the Admiralty and the 
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^linistry of Munitions, for t)io requisitioning 
of supplies ^and the eontro! of prices. These 
povvi^rs as ex(?rcise(l by the Departments named 
liad n'sultcd in oxt(‘nsivo economies of public 
money. As a])plied to food supplies they 
enableil I^ord Khondda to reepusition the whole 
or j)art of the output of any factory and to 
apply a ]u ic.o based on the cost of product ion. 
with the addition of a reasonable pre-war ratt^ 
of profit, without r(‘gard to tho price ruling in 
the op('n marked.. Authority was given to 
the Kood fontrolJer to exaininc books and to 
ascertain such j)arUculais as to output, cost, 
aiifl lato of profit as might be lequiicd for 
fixing a ri'asonable i)rico. Mr. IT. F. Wintour, 
(Mb, C.M.fb, who as Director of Army (Ton- 
tracts had been concerned with llu^ practical 
applicatiim of such a system, was appoint(*d 
rtTinanent Socr(;taiy to tho IMinisiry of Food, 
*\n<l Mr, F. F. Wise, who had had charge of tho 
section of tho Army Contracts D(‘[)art ment 
wdiich dealt with the control of raw materials 
required for clothing and e(pu])pi»ig tho Army, 
wa.s also bro\iglxt in as an assistant st'crctaiy. 

hourly in .Inly Lord Khondda s(‘eured as 
Karliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Food, .Mr. d. K. Clynes, (he. Labour M.r\ foi 


North-East Manchester. Tn this way the 
J^abour movement became directly associated 
w'ith food control, and in Mr. Clynes gave om^ 
of its soundest and most efTicient reprcsontativ(‘s 
to the task. Within the limitations of hi.s 
subordinate office, Mr. Clynes from the first 
did valuable wmrk, and not only as an adminis- 
trator, but as a moderating influence in (Ik* 
councils of his own working-class organization^, 
he served Ixis country well. A slightly-built, 
flelicate, studious man, passionately but 
.saiu'ly conccM’iied with the interests of the 
masses of the people and tho bctterrnciit of 
their conditions of life, he talked little, but 
worked incessantly to render what good he 
could to his fellows. As a member of the 
Coveriiment lie achieved a rare success ; he 
i‘(^(aim‘d the conficUmce of fiabour and gained 
the ardent loyally and admiration of the 
permanent officials some of them consciwal.iv( - 
minded (Jivil Serv'ants — who came under his 
control. 'This h(5 did through his traiisparenl 
sincerity and natural ability. Ho had no uso 
for official “ eycwasli,” and at tho same time 
he showed s(‘anty toleration for tho rhetorical 
excess(‘s of men who souglit to c\[)loit tho difli- 
cuK ies of 1 li(‘ food situat ion to foment class anta- 
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^Tonisms. More than once ho had to face the task 
of quieting at l^abour Party and Trade Union 
o.onferencea a sense of uneasiness and doubt 
oroiLsed by glib but ill -informed speakers who 
had tried to convince the delegates that the 
poor and the workers wore suffering through 
the selfishness of the rich and the class bias 
of the Government. He never failed to upset 
tiro artificial case of tho extremists by his quiet 
hut unassailable statements of facts. He took 
uHico because ho “was satisfied that genuiiu* 
and drastic inoasmes would be tried to savc^ 
the situation” as tho situation existed when 
Ire joined tho IMinistry, and ho found congenial 
hut abundant work in helping to shape arid 
direct those measures. 

l.^cforo tho end of July, Lord Rhondda had 
sufiicicntly developed his policy to announct' 
that from an early date he would standardize' 
tho price of flour in such a way as would enabh' 
bread to be sold at Od. the quartern loaf. This 
standardizing was offocted some \voeks latoi’ 
hy tho grant of a State subsidy, tho cost of 
which was estimated at £40,000,000 a year- 
111 agreement with the Ai*my Council, ho had 
also arranged tiiat the maximum prices for 
live cattle — ^usually only partially fathmed- - 
for the Army should bo reduced to 71s. 
])cr cwt. in September, 72s. in October, 
tlTs. in November, and fiOs. in January. The 
prices represr^nted considerable reductions on 
those ruling at tho time, and they wore later 
made tho basis in fixing maximum wholesale 
l>riccs for meat for civilian consumption. 
Prorn tho first the scale wtxs attacked by those 
iatorostod in agriculture, and events as they 
<l(‘velopod showed that the decision to proceed 
on a falling schedule had a serious effect on 
tlie meat supplies of tho country ; eventually 
die necessity for a revision of prices was 
r oalizod, but, as will be shown later, tho rushing 
iuto tlie markets of hninature cattle and the 
I' luctanco of fanners to fatten stock which 
\'ould have to be sold at a rate regarded as 
"iircmunerative had created a scarcity which 
' filed for very drastic restriction of con- 
'unption. So far as Lord Rliondda’s respou- 
hility is coucoriied, it should be said that lie 
atod to a deputation of tho Central Chambew 
Agriculture that ho would have preferred to 
^vo fixed a flat price from September onwards 
■ -fi to have compensated farmers who lost 
‘ juey because of tho high price they had paid 
store cattle, but he was advised that this 
impracticable. At the time the prices were 


fixed no danger of a dearth of m»'at seemed 
iimninont. A meatless day in public eating 
places hatl boon revoked, tlu^ iu“at rations in 
force in the restaurants permitted the con- 
sumption of no U'ss than 5} Ihs. a Iiead a week 



[‘ Tima’* phulof^rtipft. 

MK. .1. R. CLYNES. 
Pariiamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Food. 


if customers cared to liave it, and tho volunt ary 
meat ration for liousehoJds tJ lbs. a head a 
wook proposed by Lord Dovonport remained 
uncliangiid. 

The duties of the Food Controller during tho 
war were to economize and maintain suppliers, 
to restrict high [irices and excessive profits, 
and to secure equality of distribution where 
scai'city was found to exist. Public intor(*st 
in tho third summer of tho war, however, 
when tho tension in regard to tho wheat 
reserves had been temporarily relieved and the 
Director of Food Economy, Mr. Kennedy 
.Jones, M.P., after a few months’ work, had 
resigned his position and described his work 
us done, was centred not on supplies or c\'(ui 
distribution, but on prices, and tho Government 
and Lord Rhondda were concerned above; 
everything else in taking steps t<j nllay the 
discontent caused by tho higli cost of Jiving. 
For a period a largo ])roporlion of tlie orders 
issued by the Minister of Food w’r*ro solely 
concerned with jirieo fixing and securing tlie 
control over supplies which inadt* tix(‘d prices 
pos.sibl0. Eventually there were scarcely any 
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foo(ls» except vegetables, the retail cost of 
which was not rogulatt‘<l. The follow'ing 
schedule gives the maxim urn prices which 
prevailed early in 1918 for some of the con- 
t roller 1 articles ; 

liJt IJAD. 

il. 

4 lb. loaf e 1) 

■2 lb. loaf 0 4.1 

I lb. i.Mf e 2] 

KbOCIb 

[’or I I lb 2 8 


per lb 
s. (I 

Thick flank sleak 1 ID 

Chuck steak ... ... ... ... ... 1 8 

Gravy beef 1 4 

Mineed beef ... ... ... 1 g 

Suu.'^age to contain not less than 50 per cent, of 

moat 1 

Saii.-^ago, 67 per cent. ... ... ... ... 1 (J 

Borai.s ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 2 

Mutton anil Lamb : 

Lt'^, whole ... ... ... ... ... 1 7 

Jjoin, whole ... ... ... ... ... 1 .'i 

Best end 1 s 

Luiii eliop.s, not trimmed ... 1 In 

.Sudiiles 1 



(JIKL LAND-WORKERS IN THE LORD MAYOR’S SHOW. 1917. 


.M I’jA'F. I»«*r lb. 

Bt'cf : <1. 

’I\ipsid«' of rouinl ... ... ... ... | H 

Silvi'r''iiU', wit h boiin ... ... ... ... i (i 

Thii k Hank ... ... ... ... ... 1 7 

Bi'^t out ... ... ... ... ... I 8 

Kiiuckin end ... ... ... ... ... I 6 

Aiti’h bone ... ... ... ... ... | a 

Sirloin ... ... ... ... ... ... | 7 

'I'hin Ihink ... ... ... ... ... | (> 

Lea anil .si tin ... ... ... ... ... a 8 

Snot ... ... ... ... ... ... I 0 

l'’ororibs ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 a 

SVin.L!: rilis, four bon<*v ... ... ... ... 1 8 

iwona ribs ... ... ... ... ... 14 

Back ribs ... ... ... ... ... 1 .‘I 

Top ribs ... ... ... ... ... ... I ^ 

Brisket ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 

(Mod and stiekmtr, with bone ... ... ... I 0 

Blimp > H) 

Bninj) steak, boneless ... ... ... ... 2 2 

Fillet steak ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 

Bnttook steak ... ... ... ... ... 2 0 


pm- II. 

Shonklera... ... ... ... ... ... 1 .7 

Noek, whole ... ... ... ... ... 1 2 

Best end ... ... ... ... ... I 

Scraa ... ... ... ... ... ... Oil 

Best neck chops... ... ... ... ... 1 s 

Bnaists, whole ... ... ... ... ... t) 1 1 

(Jut, best cud ... ... ... ... ... 1 I* 

Suet ... ... ... ... ... ... I J 

Pork : 

Leg.s. whole ... ... ... ... ... It. 

Middle Me 

.Hind loin, wholo... ... ... ... ... I 

Foro loin or griskin or .spare rib, without blade 
bono ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Loin, cx back fat ... ... ... ... ' s 

Best end ... ... ... ... ... t ' 

Neek end ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Shoulder, uHthout hoel;... ... ... ... 1 ‘ 

Blade bono 1 ' 

Belly 1 ' 

Chops or steaks ... ... ... ... ... M' 
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per lb. 

Pork — Continued : s. d. 

Hoads, iii(;]uding tongue ... ... .. 0 9 

Tongues ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 4 

Chaps ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 2 

Hooks ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 8 

Feet ... ... ... ... ... ^ ... 0 4 

Tenderloin, u'itliout bone ... ... ... Ill 

Pork bones, exolufling factory bone ... ... 0 3 

Sausage, to contain not less than flO per cent. 

pork ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 6 

Sausage meat, to contiiiu not less than AO ]ier 

cent, pork ... ... ... ... ... 1 4 

I’ickled pork couhl be sold at Id. p«T lb. above fresh 
pork [)riccs, but must not be sold as bacon. 

Rabbits, skinned, each ... ... ... ... 1 9 

Per lb. ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 


FISH. 

Whole h.sh. Cuts, 

per lb. per lb. 

s. d. s. <1. 

Rream (fre.sh and salt water) ... 1 0 

Rrill 2 fi 3 ;{ 

Carp ... ... ... ... I t 1 10 

('od I ,3 1 Ht 

Dabs 1 .3 

I togfish (skiniK'd or Hllott'd ) ... 1 0 

John Dory ... ... ... ... 1 3 

P’i'ls (freshwater) ... ... ... 2 0 

Fels (congiu*) ... ... ... 1 (t 14 

Floimders ... ... ... ... 13 — 

(Jrayling ... ... ... 14 — 

(lurnartl.s ... ... ... ... 10 

Haddock ... ... ... I .3 1 JO 

Hjd<e ... ... ... .. I .3 10 

Halibut ... ... ... ... 2 (i .3 3 

Herrings (frc"!)) ... ... ... 0 8 

king 12 18 

Macki'i’el ... ... ... .. (t 8 

Miilli't, Hi'd ... ... ... .3 0 

< 1 rey ... ... ... I 0 

i*ere)i ... ... ... ... I (t 

J’ike or Jack ... ... ... 1 1 1 JO 

I’ileliards ... ... ... ... 0 8 

Plaice ... ... ... ... 1 10 

Salmon (inehnling giilse) .. ... .3 0 4 0 

Skate (Wings) ... ... ... 14 10 

Soles and Slips ... ... ... .3 (i 

Sol(‘s (Lemon) ... ... ... 2 0 

Sprats ... ... ... ... 0 0 

Tench ... ... ... ... I 4 

I n»nt (fresh ami saltwater alter 

I'll unary 2) ...3 0 JO 

Inrhot ... ... ... ...2 0 3 3 

Whiling ... ... ... ... I 3 — 

Snu)ked (!«ul ... ... ... 2 0 

Smoked Haddock 2 0 

Ki[)p(*red Hiuring- ... ... 1 0 

Rhtattrcd Herrings... ... ... 0 10 

Frozen Sainmri ... ... ... 2 2 2 9 

Puitter, per 11). ... ... ... ... ... 2 0 

.Margarine, per lb. ... ... ... ... 1 O to J 4 

Coverninent chcc.se, per lb. ... ... ... 1 4 

Milk, per gallon ... ... ... ... ... 2 8 

Tea, per lb 2 8 

k’oftee (roasted), per lb. ... ... ... I (i to 2 6 

Chocolate, piu’ oz. ... ... ... ... ... 0 3 

Potatoes, per stone of 14 lb. ... ... 7d. ii» 1 5 

per lb. 

Dnions, British ... ... ... ... ... 9 3 

L(‘ntils 0 8 

•Maize ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 

Datmeal ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 4| 

l^iee ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 4 

IVas, blue and green ... ... ... ... 0 0 

White haricot V>eanH ... ... ... ... 0 6 

Large butter beans... ... ... ... ... 0 8 


per Ib. 


Sugar : — s. d. 

Cubes and chips ... ... ... ... ... 0 6^ 

Craiiulated, crystals, dry whitt' sugar, West 

Indian crj^stals, etc. ... ... ... ... 0 .5J 

.farri ; 

Plum and apple ... ... ... ... ... 0 9 

(Joospb(‘rry ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 

Blackberry or greeng»igi* ... ... ... 0 10 A 

Raspberry and red currant 0 11 

Raspberry ... ... ... ... ... 0 lU 

Apricot, black (Mirrant. strawberry, or cherry 1 0 


It Jitis 1)0011 niontionod that tlio 9d. loaf 
could 1)(‘ iiiadt^ possil)[(‘ only by ti (Jovci’iiniont 
subsidy. A further subsidy was n^piired to 
pjiv’o the farmers a giittratitc'od price of £(> 
to £(» lOs. a ton for Iho 1917 potato crop. 
Aflcr tho fjiiiun^ of su))plios in tln^ spring of tlic 
year tho ( lovoriimi'iit sought to persuade 
gro\\*<‘rs to put all the laud thoy could uiulor 
[)Otatocs, atul as jvn iiiduciuiioiit gave a plodgt^ 
that tho soiling pricti sliould not fall holow a 
(‘ortain lovcl. Tho intention was that tho 
pnhiic should f)ay this giitirantood prict*, but 
tho crop was so heavy that tho supply oxcoodod 
the domtind, and tho farniors could not dispose 
of th(*ir slo(*ks at tho ollicial mininiufri rate. 
To avoid wastii tho Food Controller undertook 
to sup[)ly bakers with potatoes to bo used with 
Hour in the mamifactun' of hn^ad at a price 
of £.‘l IHs. a ton. and made up tho difforonco to 
tilt' growc*rs. Tho subsidy was also given in 
rcspc^ct of oIIkt sal<‘s iindi^r tho gnarantood 
rates. In many ways tho procedure was not 
satisfactory, and wluui in 19 IS it again hocaino 
d<*siral)le that the largest possible crop of 
potato4‘s should bo raised a fresh arrangement 
was mad(‘. The chief objection to tho 1917 
scheme was that while it guaranteed the 
farmer a (Mulain j)rice it. did not guarantee a 
certain markcJ, hut excc*|)tion was also taken 
to the fixing of a flat rate- whicli did not take 
into account (pialily, tlie p'lace whoro the 
potatoes were grown, or tlie timo wlion tlicy 
worn delivered. Fndiu* Lord Uliondda’s plan 
fre(‘dom ill tho mattcu' of price was left, to the 
farmer until the lieginuing of November. 
After November 1 the Food Controller was to 
take ov'or the whole of tiie remaining crof) in 
Great Hritain at a j)riee to be assesscsl on the 
basks of the yield, the rpiality of the potato, the 
district wlicro it was grown, and the timo of 
delivery ; and which would ensure that the 
average price for the lowest quality would not 
fall below £5 ITis. [ler ton in Fngland and 
£6 5s. per ton in kScotUxnd. For bettor varieties 
a proportionate increase in price was promised, 
and for potatoes grown on acreage in excess 

190—3 
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of tho total acreage under potatoes on any 
farm in 1910 specially attractive j^rices wore 
offered. 

Sorno indication of tho activity of the 
Food Controller’s Department may be gathered 
from the ftwjt that during 1917 over 180 orders 
and general Iicen(;es were issued by Lord 
Devonport and J^ord iihoielda, and of these 
more than 130 remained in force or were coming 
into force at tlio end of tiie yoiU’. Even before 
Lord Devonport gave u[) oflice it had become 
aj>parent that tho duties of tlie Ministry were 
too numerous and loo general for food (Muitrol 
to bo elliiciontly exercised by a coutrt\l body 
acting alone. Tho task of ensuring tiiat 
tlie evt^r-growing volume of n'gulations were 
properly applied and observed called for local 
administration. At tlie Local (Jovernmont 
Hoard Lord Khondda had shown hinxself 
to be a finn believer in decMuitrali/ation, and 
Ixdore lie had becii Food Controller many weelcs 
the Covernment had decided to entrust to 
local authorities imporbint duties in connexion 
with tho distribution and prices of foodstuffs 
Jiud with tho maintenance of national economy 
in tlieir consumption. In thus decentrali/.ing 
food cont rol work Lord Kliondda had to choose 
betw’(MMi appointing local committees Jiiinself 
and entrusting tlioir appointment to such bodies 
as borough, urban, anil rural district councils. 
He took the latter course, largely because it- 
allow I of a considerable measure of popular 
control over the appointinent and proceedings 
of the <*ommittees. AVhile avoiding any 
dictation to local authorities in detail of the 
lines on which the committen) should btj chosen, 

gave tliem a strong It^ail in policy in the 
circulars ho issue* 1. 

h w'ill lu* <ho first- duty of tl>«» (^)iaiaittoo [lio w'roto] 
to .sufi'^uiird tiu' iotorosts of Iho c-orisiimors, and this 
should ho homo in mind al- (ho (imn of iN appoint merit. 
It will bo provided that- th.o Commit too must, include at 
l«*a>t ono roprosont at i\ o of lahour and ono woman. 
Tho local aiithorily should also oonsidor tho dosirabilify 
of taking full jidvantago of Ibo «*\'pcrioiioo and advitM* 
of ro[)n*.sonta(ivos «)f ouupcrativo suciifio.s and othor 
tiadi'rs in thoir area. 

In another circular he said : 

Lcjrd HhoMd<la rouanis it ns of flio groatost- importaiua* 
that food oontn>l rommith'fs .should .sociin» at tin* 
t>ut.sot tho full roiilidoiM-o ot (ho piihlio in thoir areas 
and h(* nrgns tlnit tho iuti'rosts of tho oou'-umor should 
h(* tho first oousitlonUion to bo borno in mind by hioal 
anthoritios whon appointing llunn. 

Hatlit'r unexpectedly, keen controv'crsy arose 
over the avppoiut lueiit of the committees. 
In many districts tUtcm])ts were made to 
iiiclinlo among the luemlxuvs a number of local 


traders, and as it was understood that the 
committees would liave considerable powers 
in dealing with food i^rices strong objection 
was taken to the election of grocers, butchers, 
and other sliopkoopers, wlio might naturally 
be supposed to have an interest in keejiing 
prices at a higli level. In some towns tin? 
protests led to changes in tho constitution of 
tho coimiiittcos, and to meet the general 
feeling that the situation recpiired the inter- 
ference of tho Ministry, ]..ord Rhondda 
annouuced that if it could be shown that any 
Food Control Committee failed in its trust 
and that the local autJiority, notwithstanding 
this, declined to cousidtT an alteration of its 
membership, lie would bo prepared to int(‘i- 
v'cno. At t-ln^ same time he called for a return 
showing in detail tho membership of all tlie 
committe<‘s, and gave an undertaking to iiiake 
inquiries into any ease in wiiich the iiitort‘st.s 
of tho private trader setunt^d to bo unduly 
rtqjresented. I’lie cliicf fault in tlie appoiu la- 
ment of t he comrnittiM's was that they re])r<'- 
sented in nt'arly every district the grouping 
of parties or interests as rejjr(‘seuted on tlxi 
local councils. Before tho war J.abour hail 
obtained only a small reprosontati on on Mh'so 
coiuicils, and a system, thtTC'foro, wJiicli 
r<‘peated on a roduei'd scale tho constitution 
of the responsible local authority could hardly 
fail to cause disappoint iiient atid some bitttu’- 
ness among tho working classes. Eventually 
the agitation, having partly t'tfected its jinrpose, 
died down, and in tlie course of a few' inontlis 
the committees, to the number of nearly 2,000, 
wero doing their work smoot hly, if w ith var\'ing 
degrees of energy and thoronghni'ss. V\'licu 
towards the end of the year it became apjoart iit 
that rationing could no longtT bo postpoiK'd, 
and, in the continued absence of a national 
plan, the local committees were inviti'd to put 
into operation scht‘mcs of thoir own devising, 
sanction was givt^n to an iiicreaso in the 
membership of the committees so that addi- 
tional Labour reprosontati vos could be 
appointed. 

Concurrently with tho decision to deccii- 
tralizo food control work tho Covernment 
came to tho conclusion that a scheme for the 
better ilistribution of sugar must be put into 
force. From the first days of the war tlicr** 
liad been a scarcity of sugar, ** due chiefly, ’ 
as htxs already been shown, “ to the shutting 
off of imports from oiitmiy sources,” and tho 
position instead of improving had steadily 
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become worse. Expedients to secure an 
equitable sharing out of the available supplies 
had not been en^roly successful, and eventually 
it was recognized that only by a form of 
rationing could fairness bo secured. The 
.sugar distribution scheme may bo regarded 
{IS the first real test of food ridioning in Great 
Britain, liefore it came into oj^K'nition on 
December 31, 1917, a few food control com- 
mittees had found it nec(‘ss{iry to ration 
lea, butter, and margarine in their own dis- 
tricts, but these local schemes tit tluit tinu^ 
covered a very small percenttige of tlie popu- 


ttuvd C'lmtoiuerd whoso I'ards had bo(Mi dopositeul with 
him. 

(c) CtUorors of all hinds \Vf‘ro to havo tln'ir snpplios 
rogulatiMl ut’tor cousidoral ion t)f thi' nnniht'r of inoals 
ordinarily served atid the sngiir they nonniilly ns(Ml. 

((/) Institutions would have their Mip[)lies of sugar 
regulate<l in neeordanee with the nutniu'r of residents 
or tho inunher of intutls bi'rved. 

(r) Manufacturers would havo their supplies of sugar 
regulated aeeording to any rest riel ions imposed on their 
use of sijgar. 

(/) ItegisienMl retaili'rs were U) havo tlu’ir supplies 
t)f Migar ri>gulatt‘d in ac.i-ortlaiieti with llm number of 
their rogistori'd customers and the (juanlities of sugar 
any catorors, institutions, or mannfaetnrcrs w'ere 
authorized to huy from them. 

(;/) M'holesaliTs wiM-i' to have their supplies regnlatt'd 
in aceorilanc(» w'ifli tlu' (|uantitie-i which registered 
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lation. Five months’ preparation was needed 
to set up tho macliinory of sugar rationing, 
n.nd even thcif controlled <listribution bad t.) 
lie started with himdrods of thousands of 
people unaware that rationing with its res- 
trictive regulations and obligations was to b(‘ 
introduced. Tho main features of tho sehomo 
as it was originally drawn up wore as follows : 

(a) No sugar was to ho sold retail except by retailers 
icgistercfl by a local Food Conlrtjl Committee*. 

(!») Every houseliold was to obtain from the loenl 
i'»od ofFaie a sugar registration card to cover all member.'. 

(bo household not in receipt of Government rations. 
A j)ortion of this card was to bo depo.'.itod by the house- 
bolder \nth the registered retailer lie selertod for the 
iiirposo, 'llio retailor, wluui t)a^ seheme came into 
'peration, would bo retjuired to give preference to regi.s- 


n'lailer.'., ejilcrcr-'. institutions, and manufacturer'^ 
or other w'liolesaleis were autliorise<l to obtain from 
them. 

Ajjplication forms for sugar cards woro 
scut out- to housi'holdtn’s {dxuit I he (‘iid of 
September. The syst<*ja tlxui coiit»*mplaie(l, 
tis indicated in pjcni-graidi (/>) iibove, was oin‘< 
of family registration and family tickets. 
One sugtir registnition card Wcis to bo issiK'd 
by the local food ofliec^ in res])oiise to oxuny 
valid application, and was t.(» c<)\’(‘r the mimlxT 
of persons naiiKul in t he jvpplication. J lie 
ap])lication forms were duly tille<l in, (»xcopt by 
tt considtn-abhi minority of tho population, 
which, in si)ite <>f ncwspai)er aniiouncoimuits 
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n.ml lii\’hsli (li.splii.y nl |)nslt’i.s uii Jjourilm^^s, 
a.|)|)<‘ar«‘tl to have no knowlrdm* <»!’ tiu* sclioiias 
and towards tlu* <'ud ol OctolxM’ tlio registra- 
tion cards wen' distributed to tlu^so ])co])le 
wlio iiad succct'ded in tilling nj) tlie forms 
ac(*urat('ly. An ama/ing nninber t)f tlie forms, 
however, w(‘re useless as returned, owing to 
tlio failure of Jionseliolders to understand 
what they won> requirt'd to do. Tliousands of 
applicants instead of writing their own iwldrcss 
on the liut^ indicatcnl for the jjurpose copied a 
tictitions address printed on postei's or leaflets 
a» a guide to tlie public. Further tliousands 


gave no , address at all, and every possil'l 
variety of error or omission that coul<l 1" 
imagiju'd was ])('r])<‘t rated. If the publi' 
blundered, the l)(^j)art ment- added its o\' ! 
share to the confusion. When the coe 
sinners, the retaih^rs, and everyone el 
luvl grown accustomed to the idea of t h 
family card, the system was suddenly thro^'‘ 
over in favour of individual registrati' ' 
and individual cards or ration papers. 'll 
mistake did not lie in the decision to ado])i 
mon'i coinpUcated but more officioiit system 
but in the time and money wasted in f 
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preparation for distributiuii througli the tamily 
;iiid not the iuclividniil. For some time the 
otticials were at no pains to make it clear that 
a sweeping change liail been (h^cid^ul upon. 
It was announced tliat people who had not 
obtained cards must apply through the Post 
Oflice for sugar ration papers, and it was 
indicated that those who removed must also 
exchange an individual card for a ration jmper 
with coupons. What was partially obscured 
for some time was tliat tJie first scjieme had 
been “ scrapped,” that ni‘w application forms 
had to be obtained, additional information 
iriveii to the food control emumittees, and a 
separate card obtained for each member of 
the household. When th<‘ adoption of this 
new plan was realized sharp criticism was heard 
of the Department, and wJiile soiiu^ of the 
strongest abuse had a jiolitical motive and was 
.i.iiu(‘d at the (lovernment as a wliole rafluu* 
than the Food Ministry, a general impression 
pn^vailetl tliat the dis(;ov(^ry tJiat tin* family 
system of registration would proven inclleetive 
might have bci'n made <‘arli(‘r if more can* 
had been given to the eonsidt^rat ion of the 
matter. When the merits of tlie family and 
the individual cards n'spc'ctivcly W(‘r(‘ examined, 
th(* latter at once ajipeariM souikUt and more 
(l(‘xihl(\ 'J’lie one question asked was why 
Lord Rliondda’s olTicials had taken so long to 
r(*alize how much tlic bett-er it was of the two 
systems. 

'Tiie advantages of individual registration 
were really more marked than could bi^ kus- 
pectcil by thos<‘ who w<m’c uiiawan^ of tin* full 
importance of the informal- ion dtauauded on 
ilio new application papers. Many peopk* 
were puzzled to know why the authorities 
must bo told tlie day, month, and year of birtli 
of eaeli mianber of a family. Women resi^nted 
what they called tln^ ‘‘ impertinonce ” of 
<piestions whicli ri^qiiired tliem to disclose their 
ag(^, and an assuranco iiad to lie given that 
the information would be reganksl as strictly 
confideiitial and would be used only for ollieial 
I)iirj)Os<‘s. Tho date of birth supplitM on the 
forms enabled the authorities to mak(» use of 
■ui ingenious form of index of the cards LssihmI, 
"O tliat quick reference could be made to a card 
tt any moment. The system mado fraud 
asy to detect ; certain discovery awaited any 
dt(‘mpt to put in duplicate applications. 
V staff of 800 girls was installed at the Imperial 
Institute to compile the index, scud out ration 
;uipcrs, and deal with removals and births and 


deaths. Every application after it Jiail been 
dealt with was tiled according to tho day of 
birth and tho first letter of tht^ surname, and 
this had tho effect of hringiiig each pa[)er into 
a bundle wliicli, on the avn>rage, did not 
include more than 220 forms. 

In spite of tlu* labour involved by the* 
eleventh hour change of jilaiis, the work was 
c.urieil through with such expedition that on 
the day appoiiiteil sugar rationing came into 
(‘ffect. lairgti mimhia*^ of people at the time 
had not r(*e(aved either cards or ration ])apers, 
hut a start with the way only three-parts 
prepared was rcigarded as better poliey than 
delay in the hope of achieving piafeetion. 
I^Rents jnstilied th(^ decision to go alu'ad. 
Against the temporary iiieonveuii'iiee caused 
to a minority and a busy pei’iod during which 
the position of the ])(‘opli' without cards had 
to 1)0 regularizi'd, must he st^t the midouhti'd 
fact that thi‘ complic{it«‘d macliiuiTy of the 
seheiiK' work(‘(l with comparative smoothni'ss 
from tht‘ tirst w<*(‘k. For this the scurtiou of the 
Ministry of Food which ca.rri«Ml through tho 
work should he given t he cr»‘.iii(. it uudoul)tedly 
earmsl. 'I'lie ravtiou of sugar allowe<l for 
(‘aeh meniluT of a hoiisiihold was lialf a 
pound a W(‘ek and tills (piant-ity was sue(;<\ss- 
fiilly distrihuti'd. lk‘for(^ the seh(‘me camo 
into forei‘ no one could hi^ sure of olitaiiiiiig 
ill any wi'ck so much as half a pound of 
sugar. Some piMiple got more ; sonn^ got li‘ss. 
With ilistribiil ioii e-out i-ol let 1 from the importer 
to th(^ consiirin‘r, (‘VtMyoritt was tpiiekly a.ssured 
t)f his equitable share of tho siqiplit^s. 

When a scIuuikj for sugar rationing was tirst 
announced thtat* was no iiidi(;at-it>u that a 
scarcity of otht'-r foods was imminent. Ry 
tli(^ (iiid of Novcirihta- of 11)17, howtwt^r, tho 
distrihution of hutttT, margarine, and tea had 
partially broki*n down and all ovi*r the country 
peoplei wer’c tint ling it iietrt'ssary to hunt around 
to g(^t e\'en a par t of the su])pli(5s of t hi^se 
artich^s to which they hud b(n*n aceustomed 
At this timt' a new Director of Food l^lermomy — 
Sir Arthur Yapp, the (‘hicit'iit and n'somrefnl 
secretary (»f this Y.M.tLA - diad undertaken at 
the retpiest of Mr. Lloyd (Jeorgo to oi-gauize a 
second eam})aigu to seeuni a rtMluetion, by 
v^oluntaiy deterininati<*n, of the eonsimqition 
of cereals, fats, and meat 

A new scale of voluntary I’ations, ealeulatcd 
on scientific lines, and ostensibly liascd on the 
available or visibh‘ supplies of the rationed 
articles, had b(*cn ilrawn up and submitted for 
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gcMioral ohsprvance. Tho scale differed very 
materially from that put forward in tho first 
moriths of the year by Lord Devonport, and 
was in the following terms : 

Weekly 

liATlO'f. 


IJKIOAD. 

Met! on ln‘avy iinlii^f ri il work or {loricultiiral 
work 

]VIo?i on ordinary indu'trial or othor matnial 
work 

Mm imoccupicd tjr on sodonlary woik ... 
'Wonioii on heavy indii'.trial o|ngricult iiral work 
^Vornon on ordinary indii'^lnal work or in 

dorno.stic Norvico ... 

Wom<*n iinocc-upied or on sodinilary work 


II). oz. 


7 0 

i H 
5 0 

I 0 
H 


orUKlt FOODS. 


(Kor all udnll 

OoroaN, ‘tin I broad... ... <> lii 

Moat ... ... ... ••• - d 

Unt.tor, rnnruariito. lard, oih, and la.f 0 10 

Sugar d a 


No definite scale was at lii’st laid down for 
children, but it was suggested that they should 
ree(.‘ive “ reasonable ” rations. Afothors, 
pu/./le)d to know how much to order, goiu rally 
interpredt^d “ reasonable ” as b(‘ing tla? (piautity 
roepured to satisfy fully t ho appetities of th(*ir 
growing boys and girls, and ( he broad t(‘ii(U*n(y 
of the schciiK^ was to increase considerably the 
total authori/.e(l consumption of bread. The 


new scale .served the puipose of “ tilling over 
an interval,” and as a considered experiment 
furnished useful guidance when cornpulsoiy 
rationing plans had to bo prepared. Tho scali‘ 
was published on November 13. By the end 
of the month the majority of the people wci-e 
fiiKling difliculty in getting fats even in smalha' 
quantities thipi the 10 oz. a head laid down a^ 
the voluntaiy weekly ration. Butter and 
margarine queues were reported in I'he. 2Hfne.s 
of December 1 not only in the poorer districts 
of J.»ondon but in the middle-class suburbs as 
well. From the industrial districts of South 
Wales eamn accounts of women standing in 
ipienes for four and five hours to get supplies ; 
the situation was equally serious in tho North. 
On December 4 a deputation of women from 
all parts of the comitry, headed by 
Drummond, waited on J^ord Blioiidda to urge 
the neee.ssity of compulsory rations. Loid 
Khondda in his reply said tliat tho decision 
whether there should be eomj)iilsory rationing 
or not did not finally rest wdtb him, but it is 
e(*rtain that at this time rationing had come 
witliiii tho circle of ])ractical politics, and 
ollieials of the Alinislry were giving serious 
attention to tho question. 



BLENDING AND PACKING MARGARINE. 
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A BUTTER QUEUE AT TONYPANDY IN THE WINTER OF 1917. 


sliorta^#' of fats took tlio country l)y 
surpriso, and it is pnjliaklc that, tho Foo<l 
Control Dopartrncnt was also iinproparcd for 
tho situation as it sliowod itself. Othorwiso 
a voluntary fat ration of 10 oiaiccs w(‘ckly for 
(‘ach person would never have boon sanctioned 
on the evo of the scarcity bcinp^ felt, and 
considered nioasuros rather than expedients 
would ha\'e Ixm.mi available to meet tho danger 
of th<^ cpuaies. Tho .shortagt^ was duo to several 
( suises. Subniarint^ activity temporarily hold up 
supplies of margarine from Holland ; our block- 
ad(i of Germany involvetl interference with the 
supply of feeding stuffs for Scandinavian 
cattle, with the result that tho export of 
agricultural produce from the Northern coun- 
tries had to bo reduced ; British farnxtTs were 
able to obtain only limited quantities of feeding 
‘'t ufTs for thoir own stock; and Britisli margarinti 
iactories were too few in number to yield an 
uutpiit which would make up for tho falling off 
‘u imported fats and the decrease in the homo 
uianufacture of butter. By tho middle of 
t >ceomber tho available supplies from all 
'Charters were barely sufficient to y)rovide 
"‘ur ounces of margarine and one ounce of 
*>utler a week per head of the population. 


Unequal distribution aiul tho determination 
of the gret‘dy to get mt>ro than tluar share 
resulted in many families failing to obtain 
cither blitter or margarine, oven in the smallest 
quantities. During tlio weeks before Eord 
Jihondda took action to cheek tho evil the 
only alternativi". to going without tlieso foods 
was to stand for hours outside tho provision 
shops. Tn The Times of Doeiaulier 17, 1917, 
it was pointed out in a loading article that 
over and above tho vast collective loss of time 
and enei-gy wliich tluj weary waiting repre- 
sented, tho queues wore obviously a fertile 
source? of gi-urnbliiig and discontent. “ Wo 
see that Lord Rhondda attisibutes them,” tho 
article continued, “ to tho slioi tnoss of certain 
articles of consumption ! If that were the 
whole .«tory, wt? can only say tliat, tlioy firoviile 
tho most compk^te argument for compulsory 
rationing in these lairtieular articles, though 
his attitude hardly suggests that ho realizes it. 
But in point of fact the rpuaie is sorncitimes at 
least as inindi the efuisi'queneo of failure in 
distribution as of failure in stocks. Tn certain 
communities tin; stocks are there in bulk and 
thti money is thi'n? — in the pocki^ts of would-be 
to pay for them. What is lacking 


purchaser’s- 
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GOMMANDhEKlNC; MAKGAKINH FROM A MlJl/riPLE SHOP FOR DISTKIBU 1 ION 

HV OTHER RKTAII.RKS. 


is (In* oi'diimry (‘Iniriiicl from oiu* to tlio otlu*i‘, 
the result of tin* eiilliuLr up of shop-assisliuits, 
tho iibsoMcc of slonim* aecomiiKM lat iou in small 
shops ainl tin* )j:(‘in*ral euitailmoni nf all 
facilities for tiausport. Half tin* trouhU* 
would he at ail cinl in these <*ases if the exist ini: 
stocks could lie placed in tin* hands of a larger 
inituh(*r of dealers, and if tJn*re were niaehinery 
for liringing (h<*m from these dealers to the 
hona\s of t in* pt'opk*.” 

A few^ days later Lord Khoinhia aett‘d on 
tliis suggt\stion to the ext<*nt. of making an 
Order wiiieh gavt^ po\v(*rs to (In* local food 
eoiiuuittees to (naitnil suppli4*s of inargariiie 
ill tlnar an‘as, and arrangi* for equitable 
(listrihutioii to the shops. Mdie chief home 
manufaetimiT’s of margarine consented to 
ration thoir shojis according to the Food 
Controller’s estiniat<*d re(piir(*ments, and to 
allocatt^ th(^ surplus to competing retailers 
ill tin* saiiK' area. Where this was insufficient 
tin* local committee's made use of their powers 
to n'(|msition the sur[)lus from any shop which 
had cxci'ssivo supplies in relation to the accom- 
modation it was able to provide for the sale 
of mm’gariiie, and to transfer the surplus 


to otln*!* shops. Hy this procedure the qiu'in- 
W(*r(‘ split up, but tin* remi'dy only touched 
tin* Iringt' of th<* trouble, and large numbeis 
of people continued to olitain more than the<r 
shan* at the expensi* of others. Tin* ({uein^ 
were very much abusi'd. W'omcn si*nt oul 
childr<*n— .sometimes four or ti\e from oin' 
houseliold — to stand in tin* lines and buy for 
them. At out* period a lirm with hundrciL 
of Imineh shops s(;rvdl out margarine in 2 Ih- 
[larcels, and fiersistent pt*rsons in the qucuo 
wen* able to g(*( six, eight, or more pounds m 
one day. A business was made of buyini: 
margarine to sell at a good profit to tho.se uIk* 
through illness or unwillingness to wa^t<' 
time would not join a ijueue. Tin*.s(* “ experts 
devoted the wholi* day to roaming from qucin 
to queue, or if the conditions were favourabt . 
to rejoining a tiueue to get a second su])pl> 
from one shop. Another evil of the qiiciK *' 
w^tis their dangerous psychological etTe< i 
The sight of a line of people waiting to hii\ 
an article emphasi/ed in tlu^ minds of Mtl)< - 
tilt* fact that there was a food scarcity, mi’ 
the ri'sult that there was a rush to obt.e.i 
supplies, and the queues were lengthen* • 
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Generally the waiting people wore olioerfiil, 
l)ut the seed of discontent was in them, and 
♦•ach time the queue hivl to be used by ordinary 
docent people to make [)urohas«‘s, the incon- 
venience and waste of time were more det'ply 
felt. There is evidence, too, that, a^itatoix 
and people who sought to persuader the country 
to conclude a prematun' peace w('re only too 
ready to use the discojitent as iin instnnnt'iil 
to serve their purpose. 

Rationing by this time had really become 
inevitable, and failing national action some of 
the more (iuterprising municipal autl\oriti( s 
d(‘t(M’miued to put local selicmes of their 
own devising into <jp(*ration. 'riu^ first direct 
move was made by the Birmingham Corpora- 
tion, and out of a dc'putation wliich waited 
<ni Lord Rhondda, on December 12 th<u*e came 
the system which was ultima.tely to leatl Jiot 
only to a wide dexelopnirnl of similar local 
plans ill all parts of the country but to geiua'al 
eompulsory rationing. The depuf a.tion, \\hi<‘h 
incluiled tlu* Lord Mayor and other represen- 
ta.tivt‘s of the Bi rnii righani Lood Control 
Commit t (‘e, a.sked for and obla.ined p(‘rmis. ion 
to put into locid operation a seheme “to 
improN'e the m<*tho(l.s of (list ril)ut ing essential 


food commodities.'’ Tla^ proposal was that 
each Jiousehold should lx* snj)plied with a card, 
tying liim to a particular retailer and I'ntitling 
him to prescribed rations of tea, bid ter, and 
margarine, 'Hie sugar card was to bt' julojited 
as the basis of supply, and, as far as possibh*, 
no retailer would be allowed to ri'gistor a 
larg<*r immlxu’ of customers -than his st al‘f 
or prc'inises would pi'rmit him to servo with 
reasonable jirom^it it nde. It was a tradition 
in Birmingham that if the muuieipality s(‘t 
its hand to a task, that t.isk shoulil be carried 
through with energy, iMithusiasm, and ('Hiciencv, 
and within less than thr<‘e wet'ks, in spite of 
the enormous work involved, rationing had 
be«*n a.pplit‘d to a population of o\'<*r l,ntM),00() 
peoph*. 'PJk* scIh'Iik*. of course, was no 
brought into opi'ralion without a etu’tain 
amount of (‘onfusion. d'housands 'of pi'oplo 
during the first week or lO days wt're nnal»l(‘ 
to buy ration* ‘d foods liei-aiis** t lu‘y were w it h* mt. 
till* iu‘ci‘ssary cards. 'I'hi'y hii.d luMther ri'gis- 
rt‘r<*d th(‘ir nain*‘s with retailers for t h*‘ supply 
of .'.iigar nor mad** applii'at i*»n for e. siigjir- 
ration pap* !*, and a.;^ th** Biriniiigham ^;<•ll(‘m<* 
was ba.s(‘d on lh*‘ siiga-r ea.rd, tlieii* dilatoriness 
lU- i;rii*)ra.ne** *l*‘pri\*‘*l them t**mporarily n*)t 





272 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


only of sugar, but of tea and margarine as 
well. Women presented themselves at the 
Binninghani Food Ollico and with transparent 
truthfulness told the clerks that they luui 
n(3V<ir heard anything about a sugar card. 
The inquiries dealt with by tlie Footl Com- 
mittee’s olHcials in six days niimboro<l moro 
than 50,000. In innumerablo cases women 
had lost thcjir sugar cards, and beyond this 
in tln) short period of 10 days 1,000 or so 
p< 3 (jplo liad a<*tually lost their tea and mar- 
garine cards. TJiero were furtlier complica- 
tions caiused by domestic servants changing 
their situations, lodgers moving into fresh 
a[jartnjonts, and other problems. Still another 
difficulty arose through the very largo numbtu* 
of small retailors, who, with a limited business, 
had boon in the habit of getting supplies from 
two, tlu^e, or even moro wholesalers. Returns 
made during a period of eiglit weeks showed 
that in that time one shopkeciper soM 19 lb. of 
tea taken frorn five wholesale firms, and there 
were dozens of similar instances of a lack of 
coordination and regulation in distribution. 
It must bo said that the Birmingham authoriti<‘s 
grappled with all these difficulties with a 
groat measure of success, and by the end of 
January the sch(3mo was working smoothly. 

The rations in Birmingham were 4 oz. of 
butUu* or margarine and 1 oz. of tea a week for 
each man, woman, or child, and this scale 
was adopted by other municipalities wliich 
decided to put local rationing schemes into force. 
Among the pioneer cities and towns were 
Chesterfield, Sheffield, Nottingham, Gravesend, 
Pontypool, Preston, anil the Cleveland group 
of boroughs in north-j^ast Yorksliire. In 
Preston an experiment was tried of distributing 
tickets allowing purchases to be made only at 
certain specified hours, but this broke dovyn 
in practice and th<^ local committee had to 
turn to other methods. To prepare the way 
for local rationing in Sheffield and Nottingham 
a kind of census of the resident population 
was taken. Tim task in both cities was 
carried through by school teachers, and useful 
preliminary work was done by explaining to 
the children the purpose of the census and 
the information which the parents would bo 
asked to supply. This interesting numbering 
of the people had to bo organized in a liurry, 
and was of a rough-and-roady character. For 
this reason it produced its own difficulties, 
but, as wiis viu’y properly pointed out at tho 
time, the country wtvs indebted to every local 


authority which had tho initiative and courage 
to undertake experiments in tho endeavour 
to arrange an equitable distribution of food 
supplies. In an appreciation of tho value of 
local effort which appeared in The. Times it 
was stated that if tho Food Committees would 
only avail themselves to the full of their 
new authority — an order which enabled thi^ 
cormnittees to enforce schemes for controlling 
tho distribution and consumption of any article 
of food in their areas — there should at least 
bo an end henceforth of tho scandal and misery 
of unnecessary queues, and tho country would 
be projected, inevitably, and as tho need in 
each case arose, into a system of compulsory 
rationing for the staple foodstuffs. 

Wliilo in a rather irregular way rationing 
schemes wore being • prepared in isolated 
districts, the demand for general rationing 
grow steadily in volinnc. On tho last Satur- 
ilay of tho year an imyjortaut National Labour 
Coiwention in London j>assed a strongly 
worded resolution protesting against the pro- 
longed delay of tho Government in organizing 
an equitable system of distribution of tlir^ 
supplies of food, and demanding compulsory 
rationing to ensure equal sharing of the 
available food among all families, without dis- 
tinction of wealth or class. On January 1, 
1918, liord Rhondda issued a memorandum to 
local committees outlining a model scheme 
of food distribution. Tho suggested system 
followed closely on tho lines of tho plan which 
on that day was put into operation in Birming- 
ham. It was recommended that every customer 
should bo registered with one shop for the 
purchase of a particular foodstuff and not 
allowed to buy elsewhere ; that the shopkeej)cr 
should bo required to divide his weekly supplies 
in fair proportion among all customers registered 
with him ; that the supplies of any particular 
article should be distributed among the 
retailors in a district in proportion to tho 
number of customers registered with them, and 
a limit fixed to the quantity of tho article 
which any particular class of customer might 
obtain ; and that distribution should ho 
regulated by cards containing spaces to be 
marked up each week as tho holder purchovsed 
supplies. There was a further recommendation 
that committees whose areas formed ono 
district for the purpose of food distribution 
should act in close consultation in any scheme 
wliich they prepared. This raemoriindum 
served the purpose of spurring slow-mo\'ing 
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conimittoes to take steps to deal witli the 
queue problem and gave them a detiiiite founda- 
tion on which to build. Draft schemes began 
to arrive at the Ministry of Food for approval 
in increasing numbers. At the same', time largo 
tracts of country — some of them agricultural 
whore tlio food pinch had not been felt, but 
some also industrial districts whore the com- 
uiittocs stubbornly sot themselves against any 
l(;cal ventures in rationing — continued to hold 
aloof, and it was not until a scarcity of meat 
in an aggravated form suddenly introduced a 
new factor into the situation that the next 


that the butchers should be limited to 75 pt^r 
cent, of their previous sales. He was askeil 
by the Board of Agriculture not to do this as 
it woTild cause a good deal of discontent among 
the farmers. Right tlu’ough to (;)hristiuas 
there was an abundance of nu'at, and ftnv 
people except the dealers and butchers realiz(Hl 
that this appearance of plenty was caused by 
the sale and slaughter of immature stot'k. 
From the time when it was announced tliat 
wholesale btjef prices would gradually b(‘ 
reduced until a bottom figure of 7s. 4d. a stone 
of 8 lbs. was reached in January 1018, the 



PREPARING BIRMINGHAM’S 900,000 MEAT CARDS IN THE COUNCIL HOUSE. 


important move towards general rationing 
was taken. 

Warnings that the moat supplies would fuil 
dining the winter months wcto continually 
uttered in the autumn of 1917 by those who 
spoke for the agricultural industry ; con- 
sumers, however, regarded tlio warnings as an 
ntttunpt by the fanners to hold to the profits 
which the falling scale of maximum price.s 
instituted by Lord Rhondda threatened to 
take from thorn, and paid little attention to the 
ominous forecasts which were circulated. 
Lord Rhondda himself in October saw that 
cattle were being killed too rapidly and proposed 


farmers pursiu*d a policy of rushing to 
markets bullocks which were not fully fat timed. 
Hevisions of the scale which jiostjioned tlu^ 
final reduction fir.st until July 1918, and then 
until July 1919, might have chcckijd th<^ prai;- 
ticc, but the position had been made worsen by 
the fiict that the al)S(‘nco of OximI livi^ wt^ight 
prices tempted butchers to oiler for cattle- 
exorbitant rates which bore no pro[)ortion to 
the doail numt scJi(‘dul(‘s. When maximum 
wholesale and retail pricers for nu‘at were fixed 
by the Ministiy of Food it was believed that the 
traders would adjust their methods so as to 
render further intervention unnecessary, but 
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:i period of senseless competition ensued that 
led to a premature exliaustion of reserves 
which under better n'*^^ulaied conditions w'ould 
liave been ke])t Imck and mark(itod in smaller 
graded consignments. 

No part of J^ml Hhondda's administration 
aroused more criticism than his regulation of 
prices for meat, and when the time came that 
8uppli(;s fell away in the markets Lord Chajilin 
in the House of Lords introduced a motion 
declaring that the Food Controller must be 
regarded as larg(‘ly responsible for the shortage, 
and that any powi'rs vested in his Department 
by which the production of food could be 
alTccted sliould lx* transferred to the Hoard 
of Agriculture, and be subject to the control 
of that Hoard aloiu*. In an indictment of what 
lie called “ the mania for fixing prict^s,” Ixinl 
Chaplin eonti'iuh'd tluit 250,(100 h‘an cattle 
had l)(‘en slaughter(*d. Lord Khondda in his 
reply showed that on duly 1, 1917, (Ik* price of 
beef stood at 2*12 as compari'd with 100 b(‘fore 
(he war, whih* mutton on thi^ same date, had 
risen 112 per cent, lieyond (Ik* ])r(swar rates. 
W’Ik'U Ik* took oOiec*, h<* said, t h(*re was se<*thing 
ilisconleiit ainoiig large massc's of tlio ])e«)ph‘, 
whieh, had it been allowi'd to eoutiniK*, would 


not only have seriously embarrassed those 
to whom had been entrusted the conduct of 
the war, but would hav(^ rendered victory for 
tho Allies well-nigh inipossible. The reports 
of the Industrial Commissioners showed that 
the unrest was chiefly caused by the high food 
prices. Had the law (^f supply and demand 
been allowed to continue, prices would havt^ 
increased several fold, and essential articles 
would have been placed beyond the reach of 
millions of the poorer classes of the connnunity. 
His policy had been one of fixing prices at 
<‘vcry stage from tho producer to the consume!-, 
based on Hie cost plus a reasonable profit. 
It was a mistake to think that prices had been 
fixed hapha/.ard. They were fixed after con- 
sultation with exj)(*rt advisers, whoso services 
he had utilizc'd to tlui fullest extent. With 
n*gard to tlx* tlescending scale of prices for 
cattl(‘. Lord Khondda stated that these wt'i-e 
r(‘comm(“nd('d by a committ(*(^ set up by (he 
Hoard of Agrieult ui-c: bt*fore 1 k^ cam(5 into olfici*. 
and that so far from b(‘ing responsible^ for it 
Ik* had (-iKh-avoured to alt('r it. lb* met the 
sugg(*stion tliat pi-i(*es sliould Ix^ fix<'d by tlx- 
Hoard of Agi'ieulturc by a claim that tlx- 
(‘xisting nrrang(‘m('nt'‘j working satj.-<- 



MU. UROTIIHRO, I.ORU RHONDOA, AND LORD CHAPLIN AT CAXTON HALL, 
Where they spoke at an important meeting of Karmers, February 1, 19J8. 
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WAITING FOK THKIR SUNDAY JOINT AT SMITHFIRI.I) MHAT MAKKHT. 
The absence of the usual rows of carcases is a noticeable feature of this photograph. 


tn<*t<)rily. It was wide' of the mark, li(‘ added, 
t(> say that f)ri(*,(\s vvoic fixed so low that fanning 
could not be made to pay. Xol withstanding 
the fact that prices had been fixed months 
])revionsly for fat cattle, farmers were still 
prepared to pay wliat appeared to b(' extrava 
gant juices for stor<‘ cat th‘. 

What ha])|)('ned in 1917 was that 
cattle* were slaughtereil as compared witli 
2,522,000 in lOKi. Th(^ increase, liow(‘vc*r, 
took place entirely in tlie last three months 
of the year, and apart from Army shnightiuing 
was between 10 and 12 p(*r cent, ovei- the lignres 
of tho corresj^onding jieriod of the f)r(adoiJs 
year. The net result was that the number of 
cattle in UK’s country in I)(*cenib(*r was 5 per 
cent, less than in. D(*c( inbor, 1010. Wdiile the? 
normal aggregate of cattle was not serioiidy 
reduced, what remained when the short a.g«^ 
hecanio felt were mostly young lean stock 
and breeding animals quite unfit for sla\ight<*r 
as tliey stood. The action which suddenly 
denuded the markets of beasts was the fixing 
of live weight prices and the introduction 
of a system of grading, but even without 
tiiis, the reckless sending of cattle to the 
slaughter yard could not long have continued 


on th<‘ scale f(illo\\(‘d in (he autumn months of 
H)I7. live \\ eight price's arranged w(‘re 

as follows : 


nPLLS. lUILLOCKS AND II i:il' J«]KS. 



^ huMt, 

per r\vl„ 

(Jrad«-. 

per ft'iif . 

d. 


.■)•> iumI ( 

7.1 0 

1!ihI 

rr2\uiA‘, 

70 0 

:{iHi ... 

ISlo.lJ 

0.1 0 


(’() 


1-t. 

.">2 iiinl « 


2ml ... 

40 l«> ')‘2 

02 0 

'.ini ... 

12lnU; 

.i:{ 0 

'Phese 

ratt's came, into operation on 

1 )cceml)cr 

27. 1917 

'Plx' (‘ffi'ct was imnu'diate. 

At. Lin- 

<*oln t)n 

January 1, 191S, less than otu^sixth of 

the usual numlx'r of beasts wenr offen 

‘d for sah*. 

At' tlu* Leixls cattk* marki't there was 

a d<‘ma.nd 

for fitKI cattle and only 14 were offered 

. On t he 


following day at J.ieic('ster II beasts earner to 
theMnarket insteiad of the usual Hit) ; at. Wolver- 
hamptrui tlu'i'e were Ih') inst(*ad of lOt), and a 
similar state of affairs pre\’ail<‘(l throughout the 
country. On tlu' other hand, there was an 
abnormally larg(^ slaiw of s.het'p (jvery wluie, 
sheep at this tim(‘ not having been made subject 
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to live* weight prices. The mutton, it may be 
said, disappeared very promptly when a few 
(lays later sheep wore made subject to the same 
if)gulations cattle. Lord Rhondda next 
found it necessary to fix the retail price of 
rabbits at 2s. each with their skins, or Is. 9d. 
I'ach without the skins, and then tho rablnts 
in their turn vanished from tho shops. With a 
general scarcity prevailing, meat queues wore 
mld<3d to tho margarine queues, and there were 
extraordinary week-end scenes in London. 
(Jutside tho retail 8hoj)3 near to Srnithfield 
Market as many as 4,000 people gathered in 
one queue and thcj customers began to assemble 
as early as two o’clock in the morning. In tho 
market itself retail butchers had to lino up in 
long queues to got meagre supplies for their 
shops. It was suggested at first that farmers 
wore deliberately withholding stocl? because 
they resented tho fixing of prices and tho intro- 
(hudion of tho grading system. At tho Ministry 
of Food (jxperts gavo repealed assurances that 
tho contraction of supplies would bo temporary, 
and that in a few days, or weeks, or months, 
the situation would come nearer to tho normal. 
On January 7, 1918, however, it was staled 
bluntly in The Times that tho whole country 
was confronted with a moat famine. Com- 
inilsory rationing of meat had become impera- 
tive, but as this could not bo brought into 
operation by a wave of the hand, other (xpe- 
<liont3 wore adopted to case tho situation, while 
a practical scheiuo of rationing was being pre- 
pared. Ry an Ord(3r made on January 12, 
1918, butchers’ supplies wore cut down to 
50 j)er cout. of tho.so rotiirnod lor tho previoiLS 
October. Steps wore takcji, though they were 
not. at tho time enforced, to enable the Coveru- 
ment to requisition cattle. Tho plan provided 
for t.ho mganization of tho farmers into 
groups. Olio for each mai’ket distriet, which 
could bo called upon by tho Live Stock 
Fommi.ssioners of tho Ministry of Food to 
produce for slaughter a stated quota of cattlo 
eaeli month 

Another measiiro was the drastic rt'vlsion of 
the Public Meals Order. This inennised tlio 
quantity of broad whirli could be eaten, but 
severely limited tho permitted coivsiimption of 
meat, and iucludo<l fats for tho first time among 
the rationed foods. Tho new scale provided 
that Mie meat, flour, bread, sugiu* (except in 
the case of continuous n'sidents who were 
entitle<l to one ouiieo a day), butter and 
margarine and other fats served should be in 


accordance with the following average quanti- 
ties per meal : 

13iitfc«r, 

Margarine, 

Meat. Sugar Bread. Flour and 
other 
Fats. 

Oz. Oz. Oz. Oz. Oz. 

Breakfast Nil Nil ,3 Nil j 

Lunclioon (including 

midday dinner)... 3 2 1 ^ 

Dinner (ineluding 

supper and meat 

tea) ^ 3 1 j 

Tea ... ... Nil Nil IJ . Nil ^ 

It lias been shown that under the Public; 
Meals Order mode by Lord Devonport the 
consumption of . meat allowed in each w<;ek 
was 5.1 lbs. ; Lord Rhondda reduced the quan- 
tity to six ounco.s a day and instituted two com- 
pulsory meatless tlays, so that thcj we(‘kly con 
sumption was cut down to 1 lb. 14 ozs. ';riu‘ 
traditional character of the Knglisliman’.s 
breakfast was shattorod by the disappearance of 
bacon from the moal, and tho heavy meat lea 
favoured in tho Northern counties became 
impossible. The only clas.s of eating-place 
excluded from tho new regulations was that 
which did not serve meals exceeding Is. 2d. 
in price. The saving clause was intended to 
enable tho working man to get his meals in tin' 
usual way. 

.\t tho time when tho scarcity of meat lent 
additional urgCMicy to the problem of the queues 
a scliomo of local rationing was being prepart'd 
for api)li(‘.ation to ton million people living in 
London and the counties of Middle.sex, Herts, 
Kssex, Kent, Surrey and Sussex. It had bci'ii 
intended that in tho early stages of its operation 
tho scheme should chiefly bo directed to the 
l>revention of the margarine queues, but pro- 
vision was made for tho extension of tlie 
rationed distribution to other foods, the con- 
sumption of which it might become rlesirabh' 
to regulate. Within 10 days of tho first publi- 
cation of the details of the scheme Lord Rhondil i 
had asked tho rep rosentn lives of the food coin 
mittees to include the rationing of meat, a- 
well as of butter and margarine, in their 
arrangements, and when, on February 25, th*' 
sy.stem was put into force meat cards fonued a 
part of tho machinery The London schenc 
was by far the most important of the Io^ jo 
experiments in rationing which preceded tlf 
national enforcement of the principle, and \^itll 
the possibility thaC in the event of succe.ssfi!* 
working being obtained the plan in its main 
outlines would become the foundation for tlu 
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special permission of the proprietors of ** Punch.” 

OUT OF CONTROL. 

Lord Rhondda: '*My next illusion, ladies and gentlemen, is the one>and*ninepenny rabbit. I now drop 
that sum into the hat, and in its place the rabbit will ” [Rabbit disappears. 


expected general scheme, food committees in 
other parts of the coiuitry took it over bodily 
for application to their own districts. 

The preliminary work necassary to bring 
rationing into operation had to be carried 
through with almost excessive rapidity in 
l^ondon, but the borough food committees 
‘Icvoted themselves to the task with corn- 
Jnendable energy, and if the way had not been 
uiade perfectly smooth by February 25 the 
'Scheme was launched with much less confusion 
than the pessimists had predicted as inevitable. 


The first step was the circulation of application 
forms for cards to all the heads of households. 
The method of distribution was left to the dis- 
cretion of the committees and tho plan generally 
adopted was to send out tho form by post on 
tho basis of tho sugar registrations, and then 
supply cards in aeeordanco with tho returns 
which were made. Tho ono fault of this pro- 
cedure was that it resulted in delay through 
tho inability of people to furnish correctly the 
comparatively simple information required. 
Tho muddle of tho sugar applications in fact 
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was repeat od. Applicants failed to giv'c their 
addresses or did not state the retailcTs with 
whom they intended to register. These, mnl 
other omissions, made it liocessary either to 
SJind back forms for correelioii or to wait 
until the peo[)le (Mjn corned eaiiK* to the food 
offiecjs to find out why they had not received 
flieir cards. v\ few' r>f the committees foresaw' 


LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES. Ord D 



the situalioii which would arise, and took 
efleetive jueasures t<» avert tla* trouhh-. At 
Hetlinal (lre<Mi, wher(; (lie position was eorn- 
plieatiMl by tlu' lai^e number of aliens living 
in I he dis(ri(;t, t’ootl ( ard Sunday ” was 
arranged. 'I'he head of e\(‘ry housidmld in 
the borough had to tal;e his completed form to 
the nearest seluud. d'luMi' the form \vas 
scrulini/e<l by \'olun(ary ek'rks, errors wen- 
put right and (In- appli<*anl received on t la- 
spot tlu' cards to which his family w’cre entitled. 
.As about 27,(M)n applications had to In* d<*ali 
with ami sona- 220,000 food and imat canis 
issued, the committee had set themselves a 
SCI ions task, but an appeal for voluntary 
clerks brought over 2,0tM> helpers, and t la- 
plan was carried through with gratifying 
success, Tn another Loiulon borough — Waiuis- 
worth tlu- application forms had also to be 


taken by the householder or his representative 
personally to ono of a number of local centres 
for scrutiny and possible correction of inaceu 
racios, and here, too, confusion was avoided 
The issue of cards to the householders began 
on F ebruary 5, and by February 18 the majorit \ 
ha^l been sent out. Tn some parts of the an ,i 
deday caiLsed by an inadequate supply of card 
led to anxious enquiries during the last wee!; 
before rationing came into operation, but 
there were comparatively few families, except 
those from which inaccurate forms had been 
returned, which were not provided witli tlu- 
essential tickets on “ the appointed day.” 

It is probable tliat no law or regulation 
affecting the domestic habits of the peoplij of 
this country ever aroused more general inten-st 
than tlio rationing of food. For days Ix-foro 
the scheme came into force its details were a 
daily subject of conversation alike in the lionn 
and in public places. There were peopk^ w ho 
argued that- rationing, or, at any rate, naat 
rationing, must inevitably break down in 
operation, and otliers who, with irrtjpn-s.siblc 
optimism, found in the usiMif eanisand eoiqums 
the .solution of thc^ wliole problem of the epuMU's 
and the equitable distribution of reduced 
siqiplies. Olbcials and others wlio hail steadily 
urged tlio advisability of compulsory rationing 
expected a formidable outcrop of dillieulliis 
and eoinplexitios, but bcTi'-ved that within a 
f(-w weeks the great majority of pi;oplo would 
make themselves familiar with the machincr\' 
of the .selicme, and that with a. little goodwill 
and patieneo smooth working was not only 
possihli', hut was assured. 'The e.sscnfi.il 
features of tlio sclieiu(» at the time of its m 
augurat-iou may he sumnuu'i'/>ed in tht^ follow int: 
way : 

Two w'tTi' i.sMirU lo |)rrM)n, n loud card .an'l 

a incjU. caret. 'I'hn fe>o(l card liad (o l)t* iise‘<i it lain* ’ 
t»r aiargarun- wa^^ rcijua’e'el. and tlu- tm-at- card wln i' 
|)Ulvha'C'^ uf butcher^’ im-at, po'iltrN, LMrac or raliba 
u'crc inadc. 

Ibiltcr, niarg»a and meat could t>« bouglil *>1.1% 
Iroiii tlic retailer', witli wlioiii (lie cimsiitncr wa.-. ict.i - 
icivd. Tho cards wi-rc valiil for iwcnlv weeks. 

In each wc»‘k | lb. of butler or maruarino could I" 
bcMigbt by each person ; tin- meat ration was cHtini.ii' ' 

(o avera^*- 1| lb. a week. 

'I'lie mi*at card bait S(t ctaipons attached, four of wlu< i- 
<'oMld be U''Od in any one w.ok. (hdy thrive out ol td< 
lour were available for fresh bi-ef, mutton, or p<>rl: 
the fourth was intended for the ptindiase of haef 
poultry, game, ami eooked meats. 

K«»r the inirposo of getting hiiteht-rs’ meat the coup" 
had a eurreney value, eaeh ono enabling the custom' 
to maki- pur(‘lias<»s to the value of .'id. If U'-eil i 
buying otlier moats a weight- value wa^ suhstitiC' ' 

All tlu* coupons, if desired, could be used to obt.- 
poultry and similar jirtieh-s. 
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Times'* photograph, 

A SITTING OF THE CONSUMERS* COUNCII., MARCH 20, 1918. 
l eft to rUht : Mrs. Reeves, Messrs. Watkins, Wilson, Syrett, Hyndman, Bartle, Sexton, Chard, Col. 
Wei^all, Messrs. Culler, Bramley, Carmichael and Dudley, the Countess of Selhornc, Sir William 
Ashley, Mr. Stuart-Kunnin^, Lord Rathcrecdan, and Mrs. Cottrell. Five members were not present 

at this sittin|(. 


Tho oonpons could also be us<>d to obtain moat namls 
in restaurants. 

8pocial (;ards wore issued for childron undor 10 years 
'»f ago. Tlioso wor<‘ available for the full ration of butter 
or margarine, but- only half the quantity of moat oouUl 
bo supplied on them. 

When butter or inargaritu' was jaircluisod tho lotuilcr 
liad to cancel a squjirt) on tho food (rard. Whon meat 
vv'as boiiglu tho bnttdmr or othor trader detached tho 
nocossarv nuinb(’r of coupons from tho meat, cards. 

Meat rationing presented (littionlfit^s owing to 
tho derision to eoin]^in(‘ fuirroncy tind weight 
valnes for thfj (U)iip(iiis. This (hjcision was 
largely influoncod by the wislies of tlie Con- 
sinners’ Coimril, a body set U[) ))y J^ord Rhondda 
to keep tho Ministry of Food in direct toncli 
with tho people on matters affecting rationing, 
distribution, and price’s. Mr. J. K. Clynes 
presided over tho meetings of the' Council, 
and the members included re])resent.ntivos of 
tho Parliamentary Committee* of tho Traeles 
Union Congress, tho War Fme'irgeucy Workers’ 
National Committee, the ParJiamentary Cejin- 
iiiitteo of tho Co-operativo Congress, and the 
Women’s Industrial Organizations. Tho view 
taken by the Council in regard to moat was 
that if the coupons were maelo valiel for piu*- 
chases up to a certain price tlmso people whe^ 
wanted the best cuts of beef and mutton would 
liave to bo satisfied with smaller quantities 
t han could be had if cheaper joints were selected. 


'Pile principle could not lx* extended to ])()iiltry 
or game, howeviT, as on a price value 20 or more 
e.oupons would ha\(} b(H*ri rc’quiied for a single 
fowl. A way out- was found by arranging a 
scale of equivalent weights, and the* scheme 
as first put into operation piovidt’d that with 
each full coupon the amounts of nu’at sot out 
below could bi* obtained : 

1. Fivoponnywoith of uncooked butidier’s 
meat, including pork or offal. 

2. The following wc'iglits of other uncooked 
meats : 

12A uz. of poultry nr any bird, uuoofikod, \vithf)ut. 
feathers, but including olTal, or 9 oz. without, offal. 

10 oz. of rabbit or bare, uncookod, without .skin 
but inohiding otial ; or 7. A oz. witUovit offal. 

C 07 . t)f venison or Ijorsrncdi with Imjiio, r» oz. without, 
bone. 

4 oz. of uncooked luun or bueoii with bone; 9 oz. 
without bono. 

0 oz. of fir.st-(]uality uiu:ooko(l sausug(!s containing 
not lo.ss than 67 por cent, of butehor’.s meut. including 
pork or oltal. 

.3. Tho following weights of cooked, canned, 
preserved, and miscc^llanoous nu^ats ; 

,‘JJ oz. butcherVs moat (including pork) or olTal, cooked 
with tho Usual bono; 2A oz. without bono. 

6 <jz. of any cookod bird. 

n <»z. of i'ooked rabbit or hare. 

4 oz. of Vfuhson or horsetle.-h. cookod with tho usual 
bone ; ;t oz. without bone. 

'i oz. of cookod ham or bacon with bone; 2J oz. 
without bone. 
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I'RKPARING FOOD CARDS AT CAMBERWELL. 


L’.l oz. Ill' cimiuwl, prosorvcd, niid jiollod monl.s of nny 
Uind ill liiit p:liLs.s or other ooutaiiier, Mceordiiig to tho 
eatiinatod wi'ight of (I'.o actual moat, without tho coti- 
laiiuM'. 

■J.J oz, of mi'ut pios, cooked sau.sa^aL-', .''ai'dwichc.'^, and 
similar articles, aecordiii^j to tho ostimatod weight ol 
tho meat. 

4 oz. of preserved sausages, acconliiig to tlio estimated 
M eight of the actual meat. 

Prttcticrtl oxpoi’iuiico of thn srhoiuo in opunt- 
iioii dill not siij'gost, at any rati^ during tho 
lirst month, any gra\'o flaws in its constitution. 
iV bi'ginning wa.s not possible without some 
groaning of now and untested machinery, 
l>ut the initial liilches were not very serious. 
'Die one formidable rock almad was the possi- 
bility thitt industrial workers wlio had lieen 
led by a long course of ]dat.form speeches 
to believe tliat. the rationing of food woiihl 
give tlu'm a larger sluire of the available 
supplies might allow disappoint niont over tho 
inevitable collapse of false liopes to breed 
resentmi'iit and opposition to the system. On 
the day that rationing came into force this 
serious warning was given in a loading article 
in The Thnvs - 

Ualiuu'^ will not. give mure food to inti^t poopde, 
hut rather ; and tho ihiof dangi'r about them at 
tho inomont is tho di'^appoiiit inoiit of thoM^ wlio wmo 
mi'.lod into bolioxing that tho riidi wore gottii^u abundant 
iupplii-- of moat and biittor whih'tho ]>oor wore going 
Fhorl. Rut tho oompuKory equality of tho rationing 


sy.st.om sliouhl fako tho sling out of tho disappointment 
and wo do not. antiiupato any sorions consoquonco''' 
from it. 

So far ns tho hard mtiuunl worker was eon 
eeriiod, I^ord Khoiidda, in sanctioning the 
introduction of a rather hastily prepari'd pdan, 
had not lost siglit of tho piossibilit y that for 
tin’s class tho mo'at ration wtis not. ronlly 
sunieiont, and before tho first protest could he 
made ho let it be known that not only was the 
question of a supipdementary ration for iikmi 
engag(*(l on la^avy manual work undc'i* con- 
sideration, but that he also hopt'd, in iirt'- 
paving a systi'in of general national rationing, 
to grade tho population as far as possible mi 
a basis of occupation and to arrange the scale 
of rations in aecordanco with this grading- 
With this t-lin'atened source of troubles foreseen 
and forestalled, tho minor problems that arose 
out of tho operation of tho sehemo eould be 
dealt with as they appeared, and in tho main 
they provi'd to bo mat ters of detail which couM 
lie disposed uf better by local administrative 
iWition than by central dccisioiis. Perliaps the 
most nuoxpocted among tho points which firs’ 
called for attention was tho almost imanimoie 
deterininatiun of pieopdo who Imd to tak* 
meals in restaurants and clubs in London not 
to eat meat away from liome. With a ft'" 
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t xceptions confined to the cheaper and more 
popular type of public eating places, the 
restaurants, in spite of the fact that the coupons 
of the meat cards could be used in halves, 
decided that for any meat dish served at least 
a whole coupon must be given up. Most men, 
and particularly those of small households, 
found that, if a joint of moat was to be bouglit 
at the week-end, and a little bacon obtained 
for breakfast, no coupons could bo spared for 
iiieals in restaurants. The result of this was 
that thousands turned to fish and egg dishes, 
and towards the end of tlio week caterers found 
they wore holding stocks of beef and muttt>n 
for which there was no domai\d. To av’oid 
waste, local footl committees had to gi\'C 
dispensations for the disposal of tlio meat 
without the surrender of coupons, and the 
rc'staurant cooks were warned to redmu' the 
4‘stimates of their i-ecpiiremcnts when they 
])re])ared their next a])pli<‘ation. Another 
development was that the sale of butehc'r’s 
(‘dihlo offals, such as sweetbrciids, kidneys, 
liver, and hearts, fell away to nothing, and 
poulterers and game dcNilers found it e(pially 
(lifTicult to sell fow'ls, ducks, plover and hares. 
In some districts it IxH^ami' necessary to 


remove these articles toinporiirily from the 
list of rationed foods, and in addition the 
scale of equivalent weights was revised so that 
it became possible to get a cliicken weighing 
throe pounds with three coupons or a hare 
woigliing six pounds with nine coupons. The 
poulterei’s asked for further concessions and 
in some quartet's the suggest i n was put forward 
that birds and game should not bo rationed. 
It was believ^ed, how(wer, and there were 
reasons to justify the belief, that people w^ould 
be realy to buy poultry if the prices wore 
reduced. During January and February when 
it was alniost iin|)ossil)lo to obtain butcher's 
moat without standing in q\io%tes (Outside the 
shops, unreasonably high prices were easily 
obtained for chiokens, lianas an<l othor m(‘at for 
whieJi maximum rates had not been fKtd. 
Roasting ehiekons went up to !ls. hd. a lb., and 
bares eost as mneh as los. (^aeh. The dealers 
once having soeunMl such prices showed 
reluetanco in nuliieing them wh ‘n the demai d 
slackened, and it was chiolly l)ecauso of this 
attitude that their stocks ff>UT\d few pureluisers 
after rationing luvd equalized the distribution 
of beef and mut ton. 

'I'hen^ was a tend(‘uev t<> abuses the pro- 



SOLDIERS AND SAILORS, HOME ON LEAVE, APPLYING FOR ‘EMERGENCY’* 

RATION CARDS, CAMBERWELL. 
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vision in tho ml inning Hchein^s which 
inado possible the sale without (‘oiipons 
of p<^risliabl(^ goods in danger of spoiling. 
Keports which renchod the .Minister of Food 
show'e(l that trade/*.s sold without obtaining 
tho necessary licence from the local committee, 
ol)taine<l umieeessarily largo stocks of luglily 
pfTishabIc goods, or sold goods whicdi wen* 
not inimf;diat<*Iy liable to [)erish. Within a 

FOOD CARr>. D.8. 

X.fOn<l<»ra And Homo Countia*. 
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&hopkrrper'a Name ; 

A. Butter and Margarine. 

.SIiopkeeprr'> Name: 

FOOD CARD. 

Orij{inaIly availdble for Butter and Margarine, but 

with provision lor the supply of other goods. 

fortnighi of tlie selieuK* eoming into O])eration 
linn lueasun's had lo l)e taken to l)riug ( hese sales 
undi'i* strict eontr*)!, and oiio of the steps taken 
was to give local einnmittees power when tliey 
grantt'd a licence tor tlie disposal without 
coupons of any foods! ntis to tix maximum 
prices at which the articles miglit l)e sold. 
Aiu»tht*r pmbhnn which liad to he settled was 
the position under rationing of people who 
hept their own ]^onllry, shot or t rapped rabbits, 
• a* in oilier ways supplied tlicmselvos with int*at 
witlanit going for it to a retailer. 

A OiinunitU'e was appointed with l.,ord 
Somerleytown jks chairman to go into tlio 
question. 'Fho committoo reported that in their 
opinion the reslrietiou of consumption impo.sed 


by any rationing scheme must extend to pro 
<lueers of food, and should be enforced by 
requiring them to produce cards or coupons to 
their Food Control Committees to cover their 
con.sumption of their own produce. T]u*v 
recommemled, however, that as in all foreign 
rationing schemes, actual producers of certain 
foods, and their dependents, should be grant in! 
Iarg(‘r rations of these foods than they could 
buy' on their (uirds, and that so long as there 
was no general prohibition of private trauspnrt 
of rationed food by post or rail, tho producers 
should bo allowed to supply their households, 
wherever resident, with their own produce at. 
the special ration ealeulations. The scale of 
rations suggested was as follows : 

C'attlc and .Simiii*. — No extra. 

— Doublo tlio normal woiglit of rnouf- to th** 
• oiipon for I ho flo-«.h of ttu* lirst pig kiltul in oach half- 
v<*ar, arnl ono-half inoro than tho normal weight to tho 
ooiipon tor otlior pigs ; olTal and lard to ho outsido (h<« 
raticai lor solf-supphors. 

Vkm.son'. — .N o c‘,xtra 

U'lr.D Haiikits. HAitKs, Woon rniKovs. -Uation froo. 

Ta%tk ItAiiniTS. — Ration Iron. 

Poir i.TH V . — .\ o ox t ra . 

Gamk Hi tins. — Ono-halt m«.»ro tluui tho normal woighi 
*o tho coupon. 

Hi'Ttkii. — Ono-half more than tho normal wooUly 
ration. 

Such <litlieulties as have be(*n doseribed 
weigliod little in tho balance against tho remark 
able improvement in food (list riliut ion vvhieli 
rationing (‘ffeoted. Tho butter and margarint^ 
(pieuos disappeared from the streets, and 
idthough at first Saturday cnstoimn’s of tin* 
hutehers had to lino up in some districts, this 
was <*hi(dly attributablo to the general post 
ponenanit of shopping to tho last day of tluj 
week and to tlie eonsiderablo time (x;eupi«‘d 
in the proec'ssof ealeiilating what moat could h(? 
serv'cd (111 the number of coupons the custonaT 
was ])rep{ir('(l to uk(\ Kxp(*rieuce of tho working 
of tlie systi'in ({iiickly rc^duced th(^ wait ing. 

It had be(*n intended tliat meat rationing 
on tho lines of th(^ London and TTome Count i»*» 
scheme should bo extended to the whole count l y 
on March 25, but a jiostponenn'nt of a fortnight 
was found necessary to enable Lord Khondda 
to complete his plans for allowing a supple- 
mentary ration for industrial wi^rkors. I'he 
t)iily essential difference in tho natii^nal selioino 
eoiuparod with that in operation in London wa 
that a consumer coidd register at separate shop * 
for batch(‘i*s’ moat and pork. Provision for thi • 
double registration was made because in the 
eoiuitry and particularly in the North of Knglau' ; 
tho sale of pork and pork products was to a cou 
sidt*rable extent a distinct t rade. As in London, 
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tlic local administration of the s(;hcme was en- 
t rusted to the local food control committees. 

Before concluding this survey of the coming 
into operation of rationing a few words must bo 
added about the development of food iioarding, 
influenced in sonu^ degree through a. desire to 
forestall rationing by the formation of reservi^s, 
which in the first we'oks of 1918 was exposed 
by a large number of raids on private house's 


and by prosecutions. The Order prohibiting the 
hoanling of food was made by Lord Devonport 
and came into eth'ct on April 9, 1917. It 
provided that no person shouUl “ aci|uire any 
article of food so tluit the (piantity of such 
article in his possc'ssion or \mder his control 
at any one time exceeded the quantity n'quired 
for ordinary usi', aiul consumption in his houstv 
hold or establishment." For sevc'ral months 



LADY RHONDDA OPENING A “GOVERNMENT INFORMATION BUREAU.’’ 
these bureaux which were erected in the larffe retail stores, the stations, and other places, leaflets 
and books explaining the food regulations could be obtained. 
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tlio rej^tilation was not stringently applied, an<l 
tluTo can be no doubt that many houscliolds 
were uii])l(‘asivntly surprised when the scanihing 
out of culprits began. During .Tanuary of 1918 
the (h^fendants brought before the magistrates 
included some urlhknown j)eo])le, and homy 
penalties n'fTo im])osf)d in a majority of the 
cjuses. While t he whole country approved the 
prosecutions, and the punishment of the 
offeialers, a stage eventually was roachinl when 
the thrifty hous<avife found herself becoming 
nerv ous over the modest contents of her store 
eup])oaj‘(l, even when hoarding could nevc^r have 
been charged against her. Ft^ars w<‘ro ex- 
pr<*ss('id that the oHanals of the Food Depart- 
ment intended to ransack dwelling houst's 
iiuliscriminately and to force (n'(ay))ody “to 
j)urchase incessantly in very small (piantities." 
Although search warrants w<M‘(^ not issued on 
i<lle H'ports and action in any caso was taken 
only aft(M‘ cai’cful considerat u^n and inquiry, 
ther(‘ was sonuj <lang<*r of the growth of a sys- 
tem of donu'stic or neighbourly espionage 
winch w<M«l(l hav(' been entiiely foicign to 
llritish traditions. For these reasons and for 
tla’i still more serioiis oia' that- peu])le who had 
lai’ge illicit st(K‘ks of food wcm’c believed to be 


de.stroying their exces.s supplies, an annount . 
incnt made on February 0 granting a co[. 
ditional indemnity to people who had rendt r. j 
themselves liable to the provisions of tl 
Hoarding Order was well received. It w 
provided that during the week beginniu./ 
Fela-uary 11 members of the public miL’i.i 
report excess stocks to the local food con . 
mittecs with a view to their voluntary surrendi , 
for tho benefit of the public. Persons repoi t . 
ing and surrendering their supplies in the.,' 
circumstances were indemnified against prn- 
secution. Publication of tho terms of ilio 
amnesty resulted in an urgent demand for .i 
definition of hoarding, but the Minister of Fond 
would not give a more explicit explanatimi 
than that a fortnight to throe weeks’ supply 
of any of tho staplo ai’tieles of food was not 
<‘xe(^ssivo, and that honiivproducod food lik (3 
bacon, ja-m, bottled fruit, and ])ros(‘rved eggs 
did not come under tht3 Hoarding Order. This 
slatement n'assured many [) 0 ()plf*, but it was 
too vaguo to bo entindy satisfactory, an<l fooil 
commit loos all ov(*r tho country were worru.d 
by ])coplo witli trivia! li'scuva's who caiiu' s('ck- 
ing advice as to their position. Seiious <‘(»i 
fessions of hoarded food W('r(‘ exe(‘(MliiiaK 




A COMMANDEERKO FOOD HOARD. 

In this particular case nearly a ton of food was removed, and a 6ne of £90, with £28 7s. costs, was intlicted. 


fow ill nnmlier, on Iho oHioi* liaml, during 
tlio surrender week hospitals ro(?eivod hand rods 
of anonymous gifts of tea, sugar, Hour, rice 
aii(| olhor articles from people who clioso (liis 
way of disposing of their stores rather than 
admit their possessions to tlio authorities. 

When the probaliility that compulsory 
rationing would have to be adojited in this 
country was first seriously discussed, an article 
ws published in Tlic Timas from its Corrospou- 
<lent formerly in Berlin describing the blunders 
flirougli which, in the development of State 
♦listribution, tlie German authorities groped 
tlieir way to comparative wisdom. It was 
then noted that the Gorman Government’s 
lack of foresight concerning the probable 
duration of the crisis had governed the whole 
situation, and that if they could retrace their 
Kteps, the enemy authorities would undoubtedly 
I ‘‘‘gin, first, by planning their w hoh^ policy to 
cover a long period of time ; and, secondly, 
ijy dealing at the outset with the whole range 
' f consumption. “ If I may venture to suggest 
'>mo rough conclusions from German experi- 
aco,” The Times Correspondent said, “ they 
‘ ! e these : The whole object of rationing should 
to reduce consumption generally and over 


a lung period of time. JMcasuros shonkl bo 
taken to ensure the wi»Iost possible control of 
supplies, including tlio sup[)lies of foods which 
appear to bo abundant, and foods which are, 
or may become, ‘substitutes’ for staphs 
fooils. Both in collection and distribution tlu.' 
fullest use shouUl be made of existing agencies, 
and the largo agencies, without too much official 
interference, should do»il with the small pro- 
ducer. The system of ‘ lists of customers ’ 
should bo applied to tho retail trade ; Germany 
found it to 1)0 tho remedy for tho intolerable 
‘ waiting * at food shops of qiioiios of customers 
who, liaving placed no orders, had to take their 
chance of finding food to buy. There should 
be as liltlo interferonco as possible with prices, 
and tho proper point for interferonco is pre- 
vention of retail profitooriiig by checking 
tho dilforonco between wholesale cost and retail 
prices. Maximum prices must not ho allowed 
to chock production. The proper remedy for 
profiteering on tho part of producers is taxation, 
and ultimately tlio propc^r remedy for w^ant, 
in so far as it is duo to high prices, is relief. ...” 

These suggt'stioiis were made in May 1917, 
and in tho same article tho following quotation 
was given from a circular issued by llorr von 
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By sl>eLial permi'isiun of the Proprietors of ‘ Punch." 

Wife of Profiteer: “Hr -can you tell me if — er — really nice people eat herrings?'* 


Biitocki’s Pr(‘HS Hunviu at th(^ Ix'giiiniiig of the 
ytvir : 

AlrtMwly tin* Kngli>li aiul KreiK-h lmv« to accustom 
ih«Mns<iIvos to Iho idaa of oopyiiiK ‘air system ot State 
fliMi ribtitioii, wltirli ( hoy have riiliculod so frt'oly , it 
naiiis («i bo ^ooti whotbor, in taoo of the ap[)roaoiiin)» 
«is, thoy wdl bo alilo bv moro fooblo imitation to siijiply 
oqnivalont of tfio oxporionoo and liabit whioh wo 
bav<' ;.onnod in two Jiml a ball ^caf'- (»f w.ir oroiuatiic-. 

Rationing, as has alreatly been shown, was 
startod in this country only after much hesita- 
tion and n’luctance, but it <^t\nnot bo charged 
against Lord Rhondda that lie d(\scended to 
the “ ft'cblo imitation ” which Herr von Batoeki 
oxpi'cUHl. Tf wo “ groped our way ” towards 
rationing, the groping was doia^ in accordance 
with onr own methods. Lord Rhondda, in 
shaping liis })olicy, avoided as far as possible 
any rough riding over British habits and preju- 
dices : some of the criticism wliich fell upon him 
arose out of the very caution with which he 
negotiated those prejudict's. Even tho delay in 
getting rationing into operation that caused 
local authorities to embark on their own experi- 
ments ha(f its useful as well as its r(*grct table 
side, although this was no adecpiato compensa' 
tion for the dilatorincss of the Govermnent in 
preparing for rationing. Local application of 
foinpulsory economy in food gave the people. 


through men of their own selection, a voice in 
making the regulations to which they had to 
conform, and with this there was a realisation 
that rationing was a self-determined renm'dy 
to moot a situation which had bouome danger- 
ous. When eventual ly arrangements for 
niitional and uniform rationing were made in 
the case of meat, local schemes had to be fitted 
into tho general system, but local administration 
was maintained Tho one way in which Gcr 
man procedure was followed was in begimiiug 
rationing with only one or two staple foods. 
Fortunately, so far as conld be seen in March, 
1918, the consequences w^ere not likely to h^ 
the same in Englafid as tliey had been in 
Gennany. But, as has been Bhovrii, onr 
supplies were comparatively abundant, and 
time alone would show whether the count ly 
woulil have reason to regret the waste of foo«M 
to which consumption was diverted from tli - 
one or two staple foods whieh were ration* d 
at first. 

(jicrmany’s first experiments were with butt ' 
tickets ; the first foods after sugar to h 
rationed in Great Britain were butter ac ’ 
margarine, though meat cards quickly followo ’ 
By the late summer of 1916 Germany h ' ' 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


287 


frttioned bread, potatoes, sugar, milk, meat, 
initter and fats, choose, coffee, cocoa, tea, rice, 
inacttroiii, and other articles. In Great Britain, 
ill the spring of 1918, national rationing had 
beon extended only to sugar and meat. Local 
rationing of butter and margarine became 
almost general except in the agricultural dis- 
tricts, but the need to ration tea, which led to 
this article finding a place in the earliest among 
the local schemes, soon disappeared Although 
some anxiety was felt about bread, Mi*. Clynes 
on March 14 was able to stiy in the House of 
Commons that with care in consumption rat ion- 
ing might bo indefinitely postponed, it was 


and it abolished rather than created queues 
outside the food shops. A direct effect of the 
introduction of the London and Home Counties 
scheme was to reduce the number of people 
joining food queues in the Metropolitan police 
district from an average for Saturday, the popu- 
lar shopping day, of 600, 000 to 25,000. As for 
the point that there should bo “ as little inter- 
ference as possible with prices,” it has bi'cn 
shown that Lord Hhomlda became Food 
Controller under conditions which made the 
fixing of food [trices inij)erative. Production, 
or at any rate supply, may liave been checked 
by th<^ limitation of the cost to the consumer, 


/hoc/ Queues in Metnopo/itan Police Disiricl 
Jan.ps^^^ Fehua^t Fch 26 ^!* 
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CHART showing the estimated number of persons attending food queues in the Metropolitan 
Police District on each day from January 28 to March 9, 1918 — i.e., four weeks before 
and two weeks after the introduction of rations. 


found advisable in tlio distribution of milk 
to institute a sclieme which gave pritaity to 
invalids, children and nursing motliers, but this 
was controlled by the local committees without 
rccour.se to rigifl rationing rt?gulatioris. So far 
as the other foods wen^ concerned, cheese was 
the only article mentioned at this pi^riod as 
likely to be brought within the operation of the 
food cards. 

The contention that ” the whole object of 
rationing should be to reduce consumption 
generally ami over a long period of time ” was 
one which found no divergence of opinion at the 
Ministry of Food, and it can equally be said that 
I-.ord Rhondda’s policy aimed at the ” wido.st 
possible control of s\ipplies.” Rationing in 
Great Britain from the first was arranged on a 
basis of registration of customers with retailers. 


but the Food Controller had to stand within 
tliis danger in turning to what appiiared to 
be the less of two evils. To impartial 
obsorvi^rs it sficiiMMl that when in the future 
a considered judgnu'nt could be passed the 
policy pursued would bo regarded as fully 
justified. Whatever mistakes or misi^alciila- 
tions lie made, J^ord Rliondda, after lioldiiig 
a difficult and highly responsible ofiici; for 
nine months, was still Food Controller and 
remained in ofiice with the goodwill and 
approval of the majority of the population. 
Compulsory rationing, with its complexities and 
restrictions, aroused very littl(5 of tlie irritation 
that had been expected, and during the jicriod 
which followed the introduction of rationing 
regulations there was jirobably less grumbling 
about the food situation than had been heard 
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A TRACTOR PLOUGH. 

The Government placed a number of tractors at the disposal of farmers in order to facilitate the 

ploughing up of uncultivated land. 


Ht any t iino during the preceding twelve months. 
After the trials with the queues, the ineonve- 
niencH's of limited consumption were regarded 
<romplacently and were a subject of jest rather 
than of complaint When the nation could 
laugh, and with no tnwe of bittcrra^ss behind 
the mirth, over an unaccustomed, if still a 
V(*ry mild, restraint of its freedom, there wjis 
obviously litth^ resentment thrciatening the 
position of the Minister wlio htul found it 
essential first to sjinetion and tlu'ii to compel 
rationing. It could, on the contrary, almost 
be said of the second Food ControlhT that he 
became popular, except with the farmers and 
some of the produce iiaTchants, an<l his rela- 
tions with the agricultural industry were really 


better than some of the spokesmen of the 
industry suggested. 

Within the limits of a survey mainly devot4*(l 
to the progressive control of the available food 
supplies and the gradual evolution of rationing 
on a national basis, it is not possible to deal 
with many of the measures by which the Ih’itish 
people received their food during the first three 
and a-half years of war. The world- wide 
activities of the Royal Commission on Wheat 
Supplies, the loyal help and self-sacrifice of 
America in provisioning the Allied larders, and 
the extraordinary development of food produc 
tion in (Ireat Britain, are interesting topics 
which cannot be dealt with in the present- 
chapter. 



CHAPTER CCXXX. 


GERMANY: AUGUST, 1916- 
FEBRUARY, 1918. 

P\)L1TI(AE SiTl ATION AT END <)E' lOKi KUMANIA AMEIIKWN 1 NTEIIV I ON'l'lON HeTTIMANN 

Holiave»j‘.s S]’ee('he:s — Tromises ok Internal “ Hkkorms " I^hussian Franchise Rescript - 
The “ Kr/rerger Crisis,” .friiV, I{)17 Fall ok Uethmann Holiaveg His Kecord 
'I' liE Michaelis Cjian( Ei.LoRsiiir— 'I 'iie Reichstag “Reace Resolution.” ,Iulv 11) Minis 
TER i VL Changes- Kuhlmann rei'omes Fohekln Sec retary The “ W’ilhelmshaven Mutiny ” 

FaI.L ok ^^ICHAELIS (’OUNT HERTLINCi BECOMES ( ’ll ANCELLOR- H ERTLI NG's CAREER AM) 

Folk V Rroijress ok the Soctalist “ Sriat ” M ajority and Minority 'I'he Stockholm 
(’ONKERENCE RlOT ITS HiSTOin AND FmlURE STRIKES IN Al’RTL, 11)17, AND .IaNUARY, IDIS 

Fconomk’ Situation Food Finance and Industry Ru hug Opinion The (Jrowth ok 
(’hauvintsm Texts ok Rope’s Reace Note and Replies. 


E ARJ..11^]R clmptcTs have* ** skc'tctiicd the 
nmiii course of events in (lenn.'iny 
(Inrinu; lh<^ first two years of wai*. 
It has also bc'en seen liow the* (Jemian 
“ jjeaee ” ‘’ampaijiDi of Dc'eeinher, IDK), was 
th(‘ preface not to pe ace* hul te) “ unrt*stricte*<l ’ 
snhniarine* warfare* anel wai- with the* Cnite*el 
State's, anel in that connexion some* account 
has y)(*eii j:»ive*n of tlie first stage's of the^ ne*w 
rvifhna which was iiuingnrale*»l nn(le*r Hinele*n- 
y)iirg and laiele*nelorff in the aiitninn of 11) It), 
after the intervention eif Riiinania anel the* 
Italian declaration e^f war e)n CcMinany.* 
'I'he present chapter is a re*v'e*w of Cennan 
affairs fre^in the be'giiining e)f tJie third year of 
war down to February, 11) IS. It was a perioel 
e)f treinenele^us e\'enfs, elniing wliie'h the ineal- 
euJahle weight of the Cniteel States- was thrown 
into tho balance on the side e)f tlie Allies, while, 
on tlie other hand, the Russian F]n])ire ])ass(*d 
through Revolution inte) chaos anel from chaos 
to speedy humiliation anel elisruption, with 

* See Vol. IX., Chapter (’XLVIt. : “ Gonaaiiy’s 

Second Year of War ” ; and Vol. XI., Chapter CLXXX. . 

** 1’he German Peace C^iiiipni^ti of December, 1916.” 

Vol. XV.— Part 191. 


th(‘ imme*diate icsult that the Kiireipean 
War threw its shaele)ws (‘ve*!* wieler, and threat - 
e*ncel ne)t only tho Fa.rthe'st We'st but tho 
Farthe'st Fast. 'Phe* war had lM*eome^ a “ worlel 
war ” iiielee'd. 

In (Je‘iinany itself all the*s«‘ great fjvcnts 
w<*r<* ae*eeniipaMi»*d by ince*ssant elisputing anel 
eU‘})ating. Whe*n eniee* tin* ve*to iipeni dis- 
e*ussie)n of (5(1 man “war aims” hael be‘e*n 
re*move*ei, anel tlie) “ pe‘!M*e* ” pre)pe)sals eil 
I )e*e‘e‘inbe‘r, IDR), bad be‘e*n maele*, a (terman 
pe)liti(*al eiffe'nsive ran parallel with Ihc Ce^rman 
military eflbrt. This jiolitical eiffe'nsiN’e, be*- 
cause* it was elirectexl against the* great denie)- 
eracu's of tho W’est, ne*ee*ssi<afe<l a pre'te'ne-e 
ne)t only of reasemalileiu'ss in the* se*tt le*me*nt 
of the war hut of r(*aeliness tei 'e'foim Ceimany 
fiom within. Tims ge'n(*>'al diseiissiein of the* 
constitutional and peilitieal structure of the; 
German Fmjiire* he*came inewitahle, and all 
partie*s te)ok a hand in it Tlu're we're* repeatevl 
“ crises,” of a kind farnilia^* enemgh to those^ 
who hael stiidi(Ml German polities IxToro tho 
war, but bewildering and misleading to tlie 
world at largo. Kven leading state^smc'ii 
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in Kiigland- inore, peiliap.s in the LTiiited 

Statt^s- for a time heliovod seriously that the 
Kussiun HcA'olution, wliieh was hailed with 
deliplil at Potsdam, threatened (h*rmany with 
“ infeet ion." At smne moment s it was seriou.sly 
supposed that the militai'ist domination of 
( l(a*inany was menaced, or eviai t hat the spirit 
of Prussia could Ih' changed and purified l)y 
the* inspired wisdom ot the Heichstag. Hriel 
Jiiihour trouhles, again, were in many quarters 
exaggerafed and misundei stood. Jn reality 
autocracy and militaiism cnaage'd ever strong<*r 
from their harmless nrdeals. 'riiey showed 
their new strength hy t lu' on erthrow of the 
lifth Imperial ( 'hane(‘llor, Herr \'on Ihdhmaiin 
Hollweg, in duly, P.M7. and thi'y <h‘stroyed, 
for the lime, all s^Miou.^ opposition hy tluar 
di<*lalion of ' peae(* ‘ to Russia. 

The lirst months of tht* third year of war 
NM‘ri‘ Ntry anxious and, U|)on the whole, 
depressing. The intiMNi'iit ion of Rumania 
produ(U‘d an impression which was too easily 
forgotti‘n afte!wai'<ls, when the Rolsh<*visl 
lietrayal h‘d to the Rumanian tragixly. Tn 
the d(M.*ision of Rukan'st it is not too much to 
.say that Rerlin read the judgment of the 
world the (m)oI and eonsidiMcd judgment 
that (iermany would he defeated, and that, 
in particular, her amhitions in the Kast and 
South Kast would he wr(‘eked In th(‘ Italian 


declaratitai of war Berlin read, similarly, the 
(tool and considered judgment of the world 
that the Triple Alliance would never rise 
again Meanwhile, in spite of all (lerman 
promises, the Battle of the Somme went on 
and on, putting an apparently intoleraliUi 
strain upon (lerman man-power and material 
l•esoure(‘s. YcT, faced by the final defection 
of two former Allies, (Germany w’as preparing 
- to make in the Pnited States a new and mighty 
( iiemy, whose action must inevitably sway the 
whole neutral world — outside the range of 
Germany’s immediate neighbours, wdio wen^ 
hostih^ but helpkxss The near-.sight(^d diplo< 
matists of the Wilhelmstras.se still clung to 
the hojie of a miracle. Wilson tnutit nuMliate,” 
th(‘y would say to Amei ican visitc.irs And in 
their mo.st sanguine moments they perhaps 
Iwdieved that the Ascpiith (lovernment Nvould 
stay in power and would he unahle to refuse 
such mediation. At the (*nd of Novemlx*!’, 
I91(>, Herr von Jagow, the mild-mannenxl 
Foreign Secretary, retired, ddie pace was 
getting too hot for him It was charaet(Mist ic 
of the time that the North Gcrtnan (tazeffr 
published an astonishing panegyric of Jagow - 
pn'tty evidently from the pen of tlu‘ Chancellor 
himself -a[)plauding his tireless energy, aih’oit- 
ne.ss, vigilanet*. and “ w\so. advice.” Tt w'ould 
have been more pertinent to congratulate 
him on his happy (‘scape into obscurity. 
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As has been seen elsewhere, Herr von 
Jagow’s successor, Herr Ziniinermann, was 
full of wild schemes of adventure, and thought 
ho could meet the intervention of the United 
States by an allianeo with Japan and Mexico ! 
In reality German diplomacy was now utterly 
in the iron grip of tlu^ Army leaders. H(‘rr 
von Bethmann Hollweg was repeating the 
experiences of July, 1914. Reluctant, even 
outwardly recalcitrant, ho was calling “ peace ” 
but bc'ing driven the way that the General 
Staff meant him to go. When Tiipitz had 
tried to drive the Government into “ ruthless 
sul)marino warfare and war with tlu^ llnited 
States, Bethmann Hollw(\g had been strong 
enough to overthrow him. When the Army 
led the cam])aign, in the iiamo of Hindenbnrg, 
but with the whole wcMght of Prussian mili- 
tarism and industrialism and the Prussian 
autocracy bediind it, the Chancc'llor was over- 
powered. Moreover, he was himself marked 
down for sacrifice, in punishment of his nduc- 
fance, and in duo time, as will he seen, la^ hdl 
His repeated j)rotests that his objections to 
“ ruthless ” stibmarine warfare had always 
boon only teitiporary and opportunist damaged 
his reputation abroad without availing him 
anything at home. 

Herr von Ihdhniann Hollweg’s si)eeehes in 
and after the autumn of 1910 retlected his 
endless oscillation between militarism and 
sham demoeracy. At the end of September he 
was still railing at Kngland : 

Our oxistoiioo as a nation is to c.rusluMl. iNlilitarily 
ilofoiicolo.S'^, otjonomically (inisluMl aiul boycotted by tin* 
world, oondoninod to lastin'^ sicUlino-'S — that is tin* 
(Jerniany which Ithr^laud wants to at- her foot. 

'I’htMi, wli Mi thoro is no (h>riaari coinpot it ioa to bo 
ft'aivd, vv'hon t’raiuso lias boon bind to death, when all 
the Allies tinuneially and eoononiieally aro doing slave 
work for England, when tho lunitral J'hm)[ioan workl 
must submit to every British ordm*, every British black 
list, then upon an impotent (Jermany the dream of 
Britisli world supremacy is to become a reality. 

A f(3W days later the Government summarily 
dismissed the Reichstag for a long vacation, 
in order to avoid a publie debate on submarine 
warfare. Karly in Novemb(?r, wIkmi proccu'd- 
irigs were confined to the stHinny of the Main 
(committee, the Chancellor rev(?rfed to the 
origins of the war. “ No honourable eritie,’' 
he declared, could deny that t he Triple Alliance 
had always been on the defensive against the 
“ aggres.sive character ” of the Triple Kiiteiite ; 
“ not in the shadow of Prussian militarism 
did the world live before the war, but in the 
shadow of the polirjy of isolation which was 
to keep Germany down ” So far from opposing 


a League of Nations (Jermany was ready to 
place herself at the head of it ! 

'I'ho first conditions fc)r tlio doNi'lopnuMd of inter- 
national relations by means of an erbitratifui court ami 
tho peaceful licpiidation of eonOietiiig antagonisms 
woiiltl he that henceforth m aggressive coalitions shouKi 
be ft»rnied. (icrnuniy is n'ady at all tinws to join tlio 



HERR VON BETHMANN HOLLWEC;, 
German Imperial (Chancellor 1909-1917. 

niiionot peoples, aral rvi'u toplaco hers(‘ll at tin* head of 
sia*h a union which \vill restrain the distnrlaT of the 
peac'c. 

dJien enme. iti (|uiek sueet's.sion, the “ peace 
offer,” the d(M‘hirat ion of “ iinrc^st rietecl ” siib- 
inarine warfare, and tlu* bn‘ak witJi the United 
St.at<\s and other Powers. These siihjtit^ts 
havt^ he(‘n dealt, with so fully that it is not 
m^eessary here to do more than note one. or 
two of the otiieial uthuanees of the ( duincellor. 
On .himiary 111, 1917, he read to the Reichstag 
the Gernnin Nott^ on submarine war-fare^, and 
said : 

Nil one among ns will i-lo •• his cyi's in fhc .serionsiavss 
of the sti'p which we are taking. 7'hiit oiU' i'xistence 
is at atake cvi'tyoui) has known siui’-e AiigiiMf. i, I‘JM, 
and this has been brut ally einphasi/.ed by the rojia*.- 
lion of onr peace oi'fer. VV'hen, in J!)14, we had to sei/.e 
and have n'conrse to tho swoi'd against the liiis.s'iiin 
goiiHral rmihilization, wo did so with tho deepest smise 
of rospoii^ihility towartls onr pc.ofile and conscious 
of tho resoluto strength whii*h says, “ Wo must, and 
therefore we i:an.” Kmlhvss streams of blood have 
sinoo been shfsl, but they have not M'ashed away tho 
“must “ and thi*. “ can.” 


191—2 
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Ill now to i-rnplov tlw hi-t anil >liarpfst 

u capon, we am I'uidcd >^oIcl\ I»v' a '-oImt r*otiKj<ifrntif)ti 
ol all tliii circuii stanci*'. I hat romc into (pic'^lioii, aial 
liy H firm tlctcrniinat ion If) lidp f)iir [>onplo f)iit of 
tlio dislr**'-' aii'l di-|^racr which onr cncniiO'^ c ontianphitn 
lor thoin, Snccch- lic', in a higher haiul, hut a." rc;4ar<l'< 
all that human '-Ircn.rth can (!•» to enforce succo-s 


war, the Chancellor dhl all ho could to explain 
away the crinios at sea and to promote ti sham 
display of “ d(*mocratization/’ On February 27 
he made another long and argumentative speech 
in the Reichstag about submarine warfare and 



for the iMithcrhuul yoii in.i\ he assured, «cntlcnu.n. 
that mithing has h.'ou neglected. Kvorythin^- in this 
rO'pcct will ho done. 

During the two months, February and >rarch, 
which intervened between the rupture of diplo- 
inatie relations and the American declaration of 


about the “ friendly relations ” with Ameri< » 
which l^ismarck had once called “an heirloon 
from Fitnlerick the (Jreat.” He was full - 1 
“ regret ” for “ the ruptun^ with a nation whi(*!t, 
by its history, seemed to be predestined to wor'^ 
together with us, not against us, for coinnu* ‘ 
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ideals. ’ Hut tlK*ro could be no “ going back," 
>iju*c Germany’s " honest desire for peace had 
only encountered hostile ridicule on the part of 
her enemies." 

On March 29 Herr von Bethmann TTollweg 
made one more attempt. He said to tlu? 
Ih-iehstag : 

Iji a <lays the r»‘j)!*i''^»‘utat ivo'> of IIk' Anv'rioaii 

p.'opio iiu'ot to dooido oa the (|iie'^tioii of war or poaieo 
hrf wftMi t lie Aiiiorifuii and tla* ( JiMvnan pi'opio. (leriiuiny 
il l-' never had the Miuillost intent ion of attaeuin^x Aineriea, 
.uid has none toalav. (Jerinauy has ia*ver desired 
war with America, nor has she any desire for war to-ilay. 
\\ e have more than oneo (old the United States that, 
we renoimetai (he unrest rioted use of suhinarine warfare 
in the expei'lation that Unu^land would he hron;j:ht to 
»il»-<*rve in her hlooUade policy the laws oi humanity 
and international ai;reemonls. J’ln^^land has not only 
maintained, hut continually inteusitied, her ille;ral 
and ind«'fensihlo hlocUade policy. She has, in i*omnion 
with her a!li<‘.s, scorntnily n^jecU'd «air piaiee oiler, and 
announced war aims whii-h amount to tin* annihilation 
of ourselves and our allies. Kia- this reason we rt‘sorted 
to unrestricted suhmariiu' warlan* ; for this reason we 
wer(‘ foH'od to r<*sort to it. Doi's the Ameri<*an people 
■s'o in this any nvisou for dc'clarin^ war rai the (lerman 
pi'ople, with which it has lived at peace tor mori' (h<m 
a hundred >ear,s ? Doi's it, for this ri'a.son, d<‘sire to 
increase the bloodshed ? Tt is not wt* who hear the 
re-ponsihility lor such a result. 

A few days lat(‘f (lerniaiiy and (he I’liifed 
State's wt'rt* tit war. It is a remarkable fact 
(ha(, although lu' remained in ofliet* for three 
jind a-htdf mouths lougc'r, Ib'rr voii Bt'thmaim 
Hollwt'g tu'vt'r again mentioned the rnited 
Stjitt's in a public s[)eeeh and st'ldom spokt' of 
tlie submarine wtir. In his last spt'i'ch in (la* 
Kt'iehstag (May Hi) he said : “ Our subnairiia's 

art' ojuMating wit It iia'ri'asing sueet'ss. I will 
not employ any liia* words tibout th(*m. 'I’he 
deed.s of our subnmriia' m('n sp(*ak for tla*ni- 
sel\es. 1 think that evi'ii the la'utrals will 
|•eeogm/.e tliis. As far as is eoinjitit ilile with our 
duty towards our owti people, who come first, 
wi' take into account the interi'sts of the neutral 
States." That was all. This time th(*n‘ was 
not, as in Herr von Bethmann I lollwog’s fanaius 
spei'^h of August 4, 1914, on tin* invasion of 
Ik'lgium, any public admission of " the wrong ” 
that (k'rmany had committed aiul la* had 
authori/ed. But the (’hancellor's sileia'i* was 
^igrufieant. 

In point of fact it soon became tla* delibertiti’ 
|)(diey of (h'rmany to kt'cp the Gniteil State's 
as far as possible' out of the pid)lie V'iew of tla^ 
war. 4’he rapiel ndo])tioii of comi)ulsory servdee 
was a shock to Germany, but a long (>erio<l f>f 
preparation must ])recede (‘tTeetive military 
action by the Gnited States, and the Gennaii 
Press was content to conceal the future and 
merely to encourage the German public with 


occasional ridicule of the Anu'rican effort and 
some abuse of President. Wilson, who was 
regardeil much as Sir I'klward Grey had been 
regarded in the first year of tlu' w ar. The Army 
leaders had littk* ilesire to provoke discussion of 
America's rt'al military rc'sourees ; the poli- 
ticians hoped against hope that American 
idealism could bt* brought- into some sort of 
antagonism to British and other Allii'd aims 
and intt'it'sts. At the .same time it was of 
grc'at importance to prevt'iit simpler German 
minds from bc'ing assailt'd at om* and the sam<^ 
time by the eollapsi* of Russian autocracy and 
(he rising against ({('rmany of Anu'rican 
denuM'iacy. 

In any <‘ase Gertnany's main busint'ss was for 
the ])resent with Russia, where the tail break of 
the Revolution had |)r('C('dt'd by thn't* wt'eks the 
intervention of the I iiitt'd Statt's. It has bi'cn 
said that the Revolution was hailt'tl with joy 
at Potsdam. But until tlu* failures tif the 
Russian offensivt' in .luly it was not ct'itain 
that th(' first-fruits of tlu* Rt'volution would 
fall to Gi'iinany, and luvirly a year was to pass 
bt'fore tht'y actually ripened into a Gernain 
“ pi'aei'." INh'anwhili' Germany passed through 
a s(‘ries of mild convulsions, rnfort unately 
tlu'y were without any n'td ri'sult (*xc(‘pt to 
strengthen the rt'aetion wlu'n it i*am(‘, and tlu*y 
seriously dtirkeiu'd counsel in the (*ountrii\s of 
tlu* Allies. On tlu'one Imnd, ( Jc'rmany continued 
the " pi'tiee ofh'nsivi' ' ; on tla* other hand, 
t he German Goverrtnu'nt- I'lideavourt'd to rni'i't 
the ajijiarent ly rising I idi* of democracy by more 
or less innocuous domestic " r(‘forms." Ib'rr 
von Bi'thmann Hollwi'g, for his part, wtis iiot 
I'utiri'ly insincere. He luul tdways tejired the 
extrena* rigidity of Prussia, Prussian bureaucrat 
and Junker though he was to the boia*, and he 
knew' enough of wcsti'rn eivili'ation to believe! 
that Prussia-( h'rmany could retain its stability 
only with the Ik'Ij) of considertdile constitutiomd 
<*hanges. In the Prussian l)i<d on March 14 
Hen* von Bet hnanm Hollw eg declari'd that unity 
could be .securc'd only by granting the people in 
gi'iieral ecpial eooperat ion in t he adtuinist ration 
of the Kmpiri', a.nd he exclaimed : - 

Woo to ihn stati"'inaii who (loc-< not rofo^^ni/.o tho 
•sii.Mi'. of tho ti([i(i ; who, aft.-r ihi^ cat a-U ro| dio, tho liko 
ot w'hich tho w’orM ha*^ iio\ or vc-n, holio\o> that la- oaii 
tako ii]» tho \v«»rk w horo it wa-- lat orni|»to(l. 

Ihit in the Reichstag on Mtircli *11 he again 
urgt'd delay even in the n'form of the Prussian 
francliise ; — 

1 mliiut that it wonM ho rao'^f. con^'cnial to irio if F 
coukl curry out liic rofonn to-aiorrow. Rut ut this 
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moni(*rit, when Iho war has ronc-hcMl its crisis, when it is 
a <jui*''ti<jn of brinjfin^ all--<*ve‘n enir last ouuco of 
st rnivrth— to hoar, T n.usl, e*onsifie?r vory soberly whether 
tlie iulvnntu^os f)f at teioptin^^ Mu*h an Mention am j;roator 
than the (lisatl vantages wliieh am irif'vitaljly bountl 
Ilf) with it. . . . Sira-e I arn eonif)ell*Ml to hrintr ft»rw’ar<i 
these serious considerations, 1 must that the stake 

a‘ issue in tliis war is far too great feir us to all«)W oiir- 
sj'lves to be carried away by our o|)iiiions. If 1 am 
forced to hoM this view, it is wronu and uiijustitiabh* 
to reproiah me with pui'iiiug a fiolM V of -stagnation. 

Moatiwhil(‘ ( iennany was ftrotVssing an ahnost 
(lisint<*r<*s( ( mI bcnovolcnea* towards tho) liiissian 
lie volution. It was insisleal that slio would elo 

nofliing tliat (a)uld intrilVrc^ with the internal 
aftairs of Kussia, and that tlie Russian peofdt'* 
laM'd hav'e tto fettr of any niedflling. Jn reality, 
of course, w'hat(w-(‘r may liavt' h(*(*n the eonfustMl 
ho|)(‘s of 1 1 ta r voti Ihd hnainn Ifollwcf^ for 
‘‘ reform ” in his own country, it wtis oljviously 
to thti interests of ({eriiuiny to allow the disitite- 
f'ration of Russia to continue undist urhed, |)ro- 
vitled timt (Jermtmy lierstdf could he kept sate 
from rt'X'olut ionary infeadion. In these? cireuin- 
sttUKics, and under cover of “ detnocratic <lis 
phiys, tla; (lerman (Government einbtirketl upon 
tin ingenious scheiiK' the' tittempt to organi/t* 
an Intermit ioiud Socialist (Nmft'rcaict*, at tin? 
apparent- instance of the Russian revolutioi - 


aries, but at the real instigation of the German 
Government, acting through the “tame 
German Socialists. If the conference could hi 
arranged, Germany would have secured whai 
she had failed to secure by her direct “ peace 
offer “ in December ; if the Western Tow er- 
refu.sed to be entangh*d, their refusal could lx 
turned to good account in RiLssia. 

it will bo nece^ssary to return to this subject 
later, and to dis(*ntaugle other outstanding 
features of tlx? (jomplicated history of the next 
few' months — especially the labour troubles, 
w'hieh first made their aj)j)earanee on a eon- 
siderablo sernk' in April, tlxj development of dis- 
sensions among the Socialists, and the ree(?ptioii 
of a “ peaee “ Note from the Pope. Moanwdiib 
let us trace the main events which led to Hen- 
von Bethrnann Holhvc'g’s fall. They turned 
throughout upon the definition of (German policy 
at home and abroad, upon “ reform “ ami “ war 
aims,” upon tlx? choici? between positive action 
in eit}x‘r s|)h(“rc or botli, on tlx? one luind.and, on 
t lx* other hand, stagnation " at home while t In* 
war was pushed to a purely military eonelusion. 
Gn Apiil 7, not withstanding his hesitating 
spi'eeli a w’(M*k Ix'fori*, Herr von J^ofhiminn Holl- 
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wvg was able to publish what bc'caiue known as 
the Kaster Rescript. It was addrossiMl by the 
Kaiser as King of Prussia to himsc^lf as Minister 
Prosidorit of J’russia, and ran : 

Ndver has tlm ttonnaii pooplo shown itself so firm as 
• hiring this war. Th(i knowled^o that (ha Ka( I ktIuikI 
IS Hctiiij' in hitter self-flefeneo has exercised a woruler- 
hilly reconciling {K)wc*r, a ml in spite of all sacrifices of 
Mood on (he ha.(tlefield and severe piivtUions at honi(‘, 
(he resolve has remained unshakahle to stake (lie 
utmost for a vi<‘-toritms is-siie, Xationnl and soeiai 
spirit have under.stood each o(her and heeonie united 
and given us (mduring strengdi. hlvei’yone has felt 
iliat what has been built up in the* course of long years 
.oiml many internal struggles was worthy of defeiH’c. 

Urilliant before my eyes stand the achievements of 
the entire nation in battle and distress. 'Pho expe- 
nene.os of this struggle for the c.\istenee of tlu* Kinjnre 
'Mtroduee with sublime solemnity a new age. h falls 
to you, as the responsible (Jlianeellor of lln' (lennaii 
I in[)iro anfl the First Minister of my (iov'c*rnim*iit in 
1‘ru.ssia, to hel[» to fulfil the demands of this hour by 
I lie right means and at the right time. On various 
occasions ycni have laid down th«* spirit, in aeeordaiu'c 
\'itli which the forms of our fiolitieal life must bo eon- 
iriieted in order to make room for the free and willing 
' o.iperation of all members of our jieople. 'Phe ]irinei- 
rl' s which you have develofH‘d in doing so have, as you 
1 'low. iny approval. L feel eonseioiis <if remaining thu- 
"I the path taken by my gramlfathcr, who, as King of 
I'nissia in the sphere of military orgaui/ation, and a^ 
I tuperor of Germany in the sphere of sm-ial reform, 

ive a pattorn of tho fulfilment of the duties of a monareh 
’ ul laid tho foundations which will enable the German 
' '*ple in united and stern perseverance to overcoriie 
■l' 'C bloody times. 

Phe muintonance of the fighting iorce as a true p**ople’> 

my, and the promotion of tho .social progre.ss of the 
:■ oplo ill all its classes, have been rny object from tho 
' ' ginning of my reign. Anxious as T am, while strictly 


preserving the unity of people and Monarchy, to serve 
(he intere.sts of thi‘ whole, I am resolved, so soon as the 
war situation perTnit^, to set to wmrk on the hiiilding 
up of oiir internal ))olitical, eeonomit*, and social life. 

Millions of our fellow-eountrymeii are still in the field, 
and still the decision of the conlliet, of opinions, which 
is inevitahie in a far-rea<‘hiiig c*hange of tho (kinst it iit ion 
inii.st, in the highest inten'sts of the Fatherland, he post- 
poned until the time of the return of our warriors 
comes, and they themselves can in counsel aiul action 
cooperate in the progri'.ss of the lU'W era. Ihit in order 
that after (he sueee.'^stul ending of the war, which, I 
♦•outideutly hope, is no longer fur off, wind ever is neces- 
sary uiul appro]>ria(e in this re^.pi'ct may he d«mc at 
once, I di'siie I he prepai'al ions to tie earrieil out without 
delay. 

'Phe reform of the I’nissiau J>iet, ami the Hbf'rat ion 
of the whoh" of our iuti'iiial jiolitieal life from this 
ipiestiou i.s particularly near my heart. At, the very 
liegiimiug of tho war preparations fiu* the alteration 
ot Ihi* franehiMi for the? I’ru'siaii Lower Ifo^l.-^e were 
undertaken at my suggc'stion. i now charge you to 
lay heforo me the definite proposals of the Ministry, 
ill order that <ai the return of our warriors this work, 
\vhi<*h is- fmid.'imental for tho intiu'ual eoii.st ruelioti of 
I’nissia, may b • carried nut ru|)i<lly by means of legis. 
lat ion. 

After the gigantic aeenmplislimenf s of the whole 
people in this l(*rrible war, there is, in my opinion, no 
nioin left in Prussia fer (hi class frauchi'C. 'Phe Rill 
will further have to provide for the immediatti and 
"ceret «'lectiou of deputii's. 

'Phe services of the Lpper irou.-^e and its jim’mauent 
iiiiportniiee for the State no King of Prussia will fail to 
recognize. Rut the Upper Ibai.se will In* better able to 
do ju.stieo to the gigantu* «lemunds of the eianiiig time 
if it unites in its midst, to a greater degree than hitherto, 
learliiig men, marked out hy the resjieet of their f(‘lhiv\'- 
citizen.s, from all clHs,ses and callings of the people. 

I u<*t according to the traditions of great ancestor^ 
when, in renewing in important re.spoctH oiir firmly 
filanted and stc»rrn prov'cil (’onstitution. f sfiow to a loyal 
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hruv.', and highly dcvfinped p«‘oph‘ the eiiii- 

lideiice it deserves. I elmrvr** y<Mi to iiinke this ediet 
known forthwitli. 

I'litis legislation was still to be post polled 
until “after tlu? war.” 'Pin* Rescript satisfied 
nobody, ^J’lie (.‘onservati\es uert' gi\(‘ii warn- 
ing that tb(‘ Ihussian t lirei'-elass franehists 
btised upon t la* (pialifieat ion ot wi‘alth, was 
to be abolished, and that voting would bo 


> ' 



J 

HHKK HUZBEK(}KK, 

'Phc Centre Party Deputy wh<» provoked the 
“Chancellor crisis” in July, l‘M7, 

fliroct and seertd, instiNid of iniliivet and 
open. Rut in a speech from the d'broiK' in 
ItM)!) tlie Kaiser-King of Prussia had iiiadi? 
similar promises and brokiMi them, and the 
Rescript contirmed the suspicions of the 
( 'hanei'llor's most- jiowerful iMicmit's without, 
gaining him new friends. Moreover, while 
till' monsti'ous anachronism of the medi'wal 
Prussian fianchise was traditionally the great 
t<‘st i|neslii)ii iii (Icruum jiolitics, no genuiiu’s 
“ r(‘form ’ was possible in (aMinaiiy with- 
out changes in tlie Imperial Constitution 
which would gi\e the Reichstag some real 
power and inti'oduci' Ministerial respi>nsibility 
to Pailiami'iit. The Imperial (lovernment 
showed no serious intention of ('fleeting any 
ri'al rc'forms whatewi’. 'The Reichstag set 
up a “ ( ’oust it ut ion Cmnmittee." Its pro- 
ciM'dings were at first wiih'ly ad\ertis('d for 
th(' beiK'lit of “pacifists” all over tlu' world, 
but tliey rapidly bi'canu' a mi'i'i' farce ham- 
pt'it'd at e\ cry turn by the ollicial in tht' 
Ministry of tlu' Interior, H(*ri- J.,ewald, whom 
the (Invernmeut had .selccti'd to control them ! 

What of the Chancellor's “ war aims ” and 


“peace” policy ? After prolonged Party an<i 
IVess oontroversi(*s ho made a speech in th* 
Ri'ichstag on May 15. He was nc^w^ fightiiK 
hard for his own jiosition, and assumed c 
Prussian militarist pose, banging his fist oji 
the- table, gra.sping liis sword Irilt, and— a> 
th(’ Berliner Taijehlcitt observed — (^leliveriiij 
Jiis principal passages in a “ tone of command. 
A%fcw' (piotations will suflice : 

1 inid (•nm))lr,tcly uiidciHtancl the pa>.' 

interest of the peopk* in onr wnr-iiirns jind the condition 
of pence. I nndersUind the d(Mnand for a pn'ciM- 
.stnteincnl. Ihit in a debate on warainis tin* otd \ 
gi.idin;^ line t«)r me is an early and satisfactory conc|ic,i<,ti 
of the war. Jieyond lliat 1 cannot do anything, an<l 
cannot say anything. Jf tlii' geni'r.il situation obli.-r, 
me to maintain an at tit ndi^ of rcscrvi*, as is the case .it. 
prc'^ent , r will iiiaiiit/iin this reserve. . . . 

Shall I immi'diati'ly give onr enemies an assiiraiiM' 
whieh waaikt (‘uabh* Ihein to jirolong tin* w.ir imh'finil rl\ 
witfiocit <lang(*r of lo.s.sr s to themseh’es ? . . . SIi.tII I ii.el 
<lo\\'n the (Jcrnuin l*Impir(‘ in all direct ions ]jy a one-sidril 
.stalcnuMit which comprises only one part of tlu^ total pc.ii c 
coin lit i< a IS, rcnonnccs the -ina'Csscs gaitn'ilhy the blood nt 
tail- s4ins and hrot hers, and leaves cv crylhing ebe in a .-.tat" 
of sii'-piMiNc ? \o, 1 reject siieli a j)oliey. . . . 

Our militaiy jiosition lias inner bi'cn so good sinr.- 
the lieginning of tin* war. . . 'J’inie i.> on fair sid<-. In 
full eonliftenei* wo can trust that we are a[)proachm^ 
a. satisfaclors’ linish. U’licn tin* time will cfime wlnu 
we can ncgfhiate with onr f*n«*mief- about our a'ar am.-. 
r<‘garding wliieh J am in full Inirmony with tin* Artnv 
Coiiiinanfl. 'i'h(*n wt* shall attain a peaei* which will 
bring to ns libi'ity to rebuild what the war Jia^ d**' 
t roved, ill nnimpaii(*d d(‘\'f*lopm(‘nt of our strenglli. 
so t hat from all tln^ blood and all 1 be saeriliees an Pinpuf. 
a p(‘<»i)lc, will rise again .st rung, iin.h'pon(h‘nt , nnt lui*»it ont-i I 
by its <*ie*niies, a bulwark of ptniee and of work-. 

'riuit was flic coiiclusiou of fT(‘rr vou Hctli 
maim Hollwc'g's last Hi'icbstag spci'cli. Tin' 
Reiebstaf? adjouriu'd. and w lam it mi't agu-in 
at tht' bt'gimiiug of July a. “ ciisis ” immt'diatf ly 
dt'vciopcd. 

ddi (3 formal issue' Ix'forc tbt* Main ('ommittce 
of the Rt'icbstag when it met on July 5 was the 
voting of iK-'W' war ert'dits, and tlu* first sign ct 
trouble was tlu' Committ('(''s dc'cision to ])n''i 
pout' tht' volt^ until aflt'ra political debate. Cii 
July h Herr Krzbcrgt'r, a int'inlx'r of the Catholic 
Ccnlrt* Party, made a sensational spec* 1 1 . 
Although ail reports of the ])roeeedings wf* 
suppressed, it soon became know'ii that be liU'l 
violently attaekt'd tht' ( Jo\'(‘i’mnent . Jdt' li 
accused Ministers of misrt'presenting themilit'''y 
situation, and hi' had insisted u})on the l u ’ 
that, when “ unrestrieted ” submarine war \' - 
proelaimed at the end of January, tht* nc 
authorities bad promised that in six moii‘ 
haigland would be forced to make pc 
Now’ that the six months bad passt'd, 
challenged the (Jovernment to tell tht' tn ’ ' 
In vit'W’ of tht? situation whieh ho had descril 
ht? urged that imniediato action inn.st ‘ 
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takf'n for the reform of the Prussian franc*liise, 
and that tlie Ueichstag and the (Jovcrnmeiit 
sliould agree upon a “ war aims ” formula, 
wliieh would strengthen Germany at home, 
impress neutrals, and inerease “ pacifism '* in 
t*nt*my countries, es[)eeially in Hussia. Krz- 
herger had for years been r('gard(‘d as a sort of 
enfant terrible of the (’(‘litre J*aity. Some- 
times his aetkais wt‘re ]mn‘ly irrespoiisilile ; 
sometimes he was employed hy tlu^ Party 
l(‘aders as an agent whom it was easy to 
disavow; all the time he was an intrigii(‘r, 
e(|ually ready to aee(‘pt inspiration from 
^lunieh, \d(‘niia, or Roini*, or to carry out an 
international mission on Ix'luilf of tlit' Prussian 
( ;ov(*i‘mnent. Tlie pivsent ])lot \\as skilfully 
laid, and in a f(‘W days the lmi)(‘rial Phane(‘llor 
found hims(‘If d(\serl(“d and alone. On .Inly 7 
he a])p(*aied before lh(‘ (’ommitti'e, and refus(‘d 
tlie demands of Kr/.bergt‘r and tlu‘ Socialists. 
'PIk' (.’(‘litre* Party th(‘n openly su|)port(‘d 
Pa/berger, and the Radicals joiiu'd the (»ppo- 
sitioii, Mhil(‘ th(* National Liberals whose 
only obj(‘ct was to o\(‘rthrow Rethmann in 
tin* interests of their annexationist jiulicy 
dis])layt‘d a. sudd(*n jiassion for “ r(‘lorm.'’ 
On the same* day the* Kaisea*, Hind<‘nburg, 
and Ludendorff arrivc'd in P)(‘rlin,and th(‘r(‘ w»‘r(‘ 


long discussions with the (’hancellor. (3n 
July 9 a Orowii Oouncil was held, at which the 
(’hanc(‘llor apjaMis to luwc secur(‘d with 
dillieulty appro\ al of his “ r(‘form " pi(>|)osals. 
On the following day h(‘ utt(‘rly rt‘fus(*d to 
inform the Reichstag (’ommittee* of the* (’rown 
Councirs (h'cisions. On .Inly II a s(‘cond 
( ’rown ( ’ouiu'il was h(*ld, this t inu* in the pre'sencei 
of R(‘thmamrs old (‘lu'iny, the' (’rown Piiiu'e*. 
who had Ix'cn sunimon(‘d to lh‘rlin fia* the 
])urp»)S(\ d’hi' immi'diat(‘ ri'sult wiis tla* fol- 
lowing rescript, addressed by th(‘ Kaiser as 
King of Prussia to lb‘rr xon R(‘thmann llollw(‘g 
as Miiii.st(*r Pic'i^idenl of Piu.ssia : 

rpoii (111* iipiiit whiili my ( Ji»\ I fiimriil imiilf (o nii*, 
ill i»l»i*ili<*iu*«* (i» iii\ tin rri* i I April 7 of (In* • imn t NOiii*, 
I hi>ri‘\vi(li in urilrr to ^uppli‘iiii‘iit tin* simn*, 

I hat (li* drift Ihll di-ilm.;; with tin* a It ri'iit ion of tin* 
«‘h‘<-( oral law for tin- lion * ol 1 )i*piit n*-., whn-h i to lio 
^(il.iiiit (t'd to tin* I Met ol tin* .Monarihs for di'ri-'io'i, !*< 
to Ik* drawn np on a h.-e-i*- ot ion d I ranilii-i*. 

'I'hr Itill i' to hi* *^111 unit ( od in ai’\ on' i* oarlN onuiiyli 
lor (in* in*\t t*li*i-tioii'' (o (ah'* plai n annordin^ (o (In* nrw 
IrainluM*. 

I rh:'.r»:(* you (o inahi* all (In* tn*ri ssary .irr.in..'onii'nls 
for (111-* pnrpoM*. 

At th(‘ sam(‘ tim(‘ it bt'ctina* known that ih 
was propos(‘d to cr(‘ali‘ a sort of Slate (’ouncil, 
consisting of Parlijunentary r(‘pres(‘n(at ivevs, 
to cooparat(‘ with the lmpt*rial ( Jov(‘rnm(‘nt. 
SuddiMily li<‘rr son Rethmann llollw'(‘g dis- 
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oovorod that liis fate was in reality sealed. 
On the one hand, the Bayrische StaatszeAtuny, 
the otlieial organ of the Bavarian Ooveriinient, 
<l(H‘lared, on .July 12, that liavaria would hav(^ 
nothing to do with “ Ministerial res|)onsi})ility ” 
to the l^ciehstag, and that all sehemes to 



HKRR GEORCJ MICHAELIS. 

Cverman Imperial Chancellor July-October, 1917. 
graft a Parliamentary system on to the n(*rma!i 
(Constitution must h(^ <*ondemned absolutc'ly 
as an (Muu’oaehment on the* foundations of tlie 
federal eharaet(‘r of the Bmpiri*. (Jntheotlier 
liand, the (’I'own Prince entered into din*et 
eommuni(*at ion with tlu‘ h'aders of all the 
ll(Mehslag parties, and was id)lt' to assur(' his 
fath<*r that Ihdhmann enjoy(*d no support 
and eouM well In* dismissed at onee. On 
.luly 111 tli(‘ Kaisei* ol’h'ifMl th(‘ post of (.’lian- 
eellor to (C()in»t Hertling, tin* Priim^ Ministt'i* 
of Bavaria, who had undouhti'dly eontributed 
greatly to Bt'thmaim's o\'erthrow, both by 
t h(' Bavai‘ian I’esistanee to “reform” and by 
his own imnuMise intluenet' with tlu' (’entre 
Party, of which he had for many yi'ars been 
the leader in tin* l\eif*hstag. “After serious 
<‘onsii|eration ” Hiatling diselosc'd these faets 
ti\(' months lat»‘r in tlu‘ Prus^ian Diet he 
refus(‘d the ])ost, and on the sanu* day the 
Kaisi*r “ aeet'pted t lu' resignat ion ” of Ih't hmann 
] lollweg,and appointed an idmost unknow n Prus- 
sian oiru*ial, H«*rr (Jeorg Miehaelis, to ht^ Imperial 
(Chancellor and Minister Presidi'ut of Pru.ssia. 

Herr voji Bethmaiui Hollweg laid bt'eii in 
olViee for ^‘xaetly eight years ; he had sueeeedetl 
IMnee Biiluw’ on July 14, 1909. For the 


second time the Kaiser announced* the dis- 
mi.ssal of his chief servant on the anniversary 
of the fall of the Bastille. He <Ud so, he wrot(‘, 
“ with heavy heart ,” but he tulded only per- 
functory words of r(‘coguition and the minor 
favour of t he “ Cross of Grand Commander of 
the Order of my House of Hohenzollem.” Ah 
in the ease of Prince Biilow, the Centro Party 
had arranged the Parliamentary setting. But 
it was the Oown Prince, inspired by Hinden- 
burg and Ludendortf, who compassed Beth- 
inann’s fall. Upon Biilow, in 1909, tlu' 
Fmperor had taken revenge for the humiliation 
to wdiich he had been subject (‘d in the matter 
of the famcnis Daily Telegraph interview. 
Upon Bethmann the Crown Priiice took revenge 
for the humiliation wdiich he had sufferi'd in 
the autumn of 1911, when he had inadt^ a public 
demonstration in tin? Keiehstag of his dis 
approval! of the Morocco tn^aty concluded 
with France. 'Pluis the (Innvn Prince paid off 
an old personal score, but his action r(*pr('- 
sented the trium])h of the militarists an<l 
retictionaries, and tlu^ Kaiser, tlw^ (Crowii 
Prince, the Army leaders, and th(^ Junkers, 
industrialists and Clericals all joined hands. 
Herr von Bethmann Hollwt‘g, in spilt' of tlie 
stubbornness with which he had ehuig to oHitu*, 
proved in the t^nd an t^asy victim,^ Jh'. was a 
man of gretit iiulustry tuid limitt'd tibility, 
whose good intentions bore no fruit. He laid 
attom[)tetl to arrivt^ at agrt‘om(‘nts with CretU. 
Britain in the y«‘ars before', tlu' war, e.nd had 
made thi> British th't'laratiou of war iiu'vitabh'. 
Ht* it WHS who, in tlu‘. act of tidmitting th(^ 
“wrong” that Germany was tioing in th<‘ 
invasion of Bt'lgium, told the Ih'ichstag the.t. 
“ necessity knows no law,” and w ho, in his 
last conversation with the British Ambas- 
sador, tlt'fliu^tl an internat ioiuwl trt'aty as ‘‘ a 
scrap of papt'r.” Th* had rt'sislt'd unrestriete<l 
submarine warfare, only to const'iit to it an<l 
to make the, American (h'claration of w\‘vr 
inevitable. Ih^ had displayed an apparent 
moderatiiai without showing the least ability 
to give effect to his policy, and ho had preaclie<l 
internal “ n'form ” without show ing the lea.'^t 
sibility to practice it. After three years oi 
war, during which he had assumed the r(‘S])on- 
sibility for greater crimes than any civilized 
Powder luul yet committed, he disappeared 
unwept and unsung. 

As has boon soon. Count Hertling — for the 
present — declined the succo8.sion, and Beth- 
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TiiftfUi’s victorious enemies seem to have been 
in some little doubt as to what they should do 
next. They did nqji venture to go the length 
.>f perfecting the military dictatorsliip by 
making Hindenbiirg himself, or some other 
general. Imperial Chancellor, ancl they decided 
select some Prussian bureaucrat as their 
(igure-hoad. The choice fell upon Michm'lis 
i>ecause he had chanced to ac^quire a certain 
prominence during the past few months in the 
n‘form of the food control, and could lx? put 
forward as an embodiment of Prussian efli- 
ciency. At the beginning of the war MichiW'lis, 
sifter an uneventful bureaucratic career, htul 
n^ached the position of an Untler- Secretary in 
the Prussian Ministry of Finance, lOarly in 
1917 ho had made proposals for the reform of 
the food control organization, had himself 
heen appointed to the new post of Prussian 
State Commissary, and had shown himself a 
\'igorouH and determined official. He was 
sixty years of age, <>intirely innocent of any 
experience in fonagn affairs, and an utterly 
unknown Hgure in domi^stic politics. His 
appointment was a contemptuous rebuff to 
lh(? Reic‘hstag. “The leadi^rs of the Reichstag 
parties,’* remarked the Horline.r Tatjeblatt^ 
“ w(‘ro told nothing aliout this a])pointmont. 
Whetht^r Herr Michael is is na^n^ly a severe aiul 
strictly matter-of-fact bur<‘aucrat or a demo- 
cratic reformer, whetluu’ he recognizes the 
nei'essity of ‘ parliaiuentarizijig ’ the method 
of governmont in the Fmpire, <jr is hamj>'?red 
by ([uite different tendencies an<l sympathies, 
the fact is that he is sent down to tlu^ people 
and the representatives of the pt'opli* from the 
heights of Olympus, whence in c[ni(<5 nucient 
times fate came to mankind.’’ 

\Vdiat remained of the “ crisis ” pnwoked 
hy Krzberger, exc(‘pb the fact that llethniann 
liad b<M?n overthrown ? Only th<’ second 
Ih'seript coiiceriiiiig the Prussian franchise — to 
which it will be necessary to revert later — -and 
the proposal that there should be some agreed 
dt'clarafion about war aims. While Reth- 


The Resolution ultimately took the following 
form, and on July 19 it was adopted by the 
Reichstag by 212 votes against 120 ; 

As on August 4, li)14, so ou tho (lircshoUi of the 
fourtli ycur of wnr, iho wonl of tho SpCffh from tho 
'I'hrom^ holds good for th^ tJcnuiui pi'oplo : “ Wo aro 
not inifM'lIod hy Inst of »M)ii<pi(*st J^'or ifu' doiouoo 
of hor frtu*doiu and iutlopemionco, for tho iutf'grity of 
fior lorritorial possessions {Ivrrit’ triales Hesit'zshtnde.s), 
Gerniniiv took up arms. 

Tho ftoiohslag sfriv'os ffir a j>oaco of niuiorsliinding 
and of pormaiK'nl roconriliaf ion of the peoples. With 
.suolj a peace foretsl aetpiisil ions of territory ainl politit-al, 
ocoiioini<% or finaiirial opprt'ssion-j an* iiieoiiip'itif>l«‘. 

Tho lleiclistag also rt‘jt*ets all s(‘liemes which aim at 
economic haniers and hostility bet\\**'en tho peoples 
{.-ibsperrumj und Verfcinihimj) after the war. 'I’he 
freedom of the sjnis must he ma<i«» si'cure {sir/iretjrsfeJU 
iverdea). Only ecoiiouiic p«>aee will pn‘|>are the ground 
for u friendly intere.ours<H am«ing t lu' nation^-. 

'Pile Keiehstag will jielively promote the j-reation of 
international law organi/.al ions. 



MARSHAL VON HINDENBURG IN 1917. 

Si» long, howi'ver, as the enemy ( Jo\ erniinmt s do not 


iiiann’s fate was being settlt‘(l outsi<l<‘, the 
Ktnclisiag proceeded with the drafting of a 
Ih^solntion. On July 13 rcpreseiitatjves f)f 
! lie Centro Party, the Radicals, and the Majority 
Socialists had a eonferenct^ on tho subject with 
itindonburg and l..udeiidorfT, and on July 14 
’ here was a second conference, at wliich 
Uichaelis, the? now Chancellor, was pr<?.seiit.* 

* The part played hy the military authorities was 
• ept secret until January, 1918, when the facts were 
liBcloued by the Radical Freiainnige Zeitung. 


aeeept ''Urli a pt‘ni'<*, so loiij.' us they ihrcnten tJerinany 
ami her Allies with eonc|uest {Kroherumj) and <)pj)re'-sif»n 
(V ergewnhigung), tht' Geriimn nu.tii>n will stand together 
lik<' one man, and iiiishakahly hold out and fight until 
its lil i<l (1(‘ ele e.nt is 

■iinal {gesirJierl). 'The (ieriiiau nation is iuvincihle 
in its unity. T)ie K<-iehsta;r knows that if is at one in 
this statement witli tlu*. men who in heroi<*. fights are 
pt<»tectiiig tlie Kaihi'iland. 'Phe impfui^hahlo gratitude 
of tlie whole pe(»j>le is a.ssnnd to iln'in. 

Comparison of th(i final tt'xt with drafts 
which htul previously beou' published show 
how the military authorities had stiffened it. 
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Tlio jjliraso ** territorial possesHions ” was 
substituted for words (Besiaml) which would 
have meant the Gerinaii Empire alone. The 
nderencG to the Speecli from the Throne in 
August, 1914, was mad<^ explicit — in ortler 
to disavow llethinarin’s famous okI missions 
and pledg<‘s about Eohrinm, in Jiis Reichstag 
speech of August 4, 1914. The references to 
“ fre«*dom of th<* sea^^ ” aii<l economic “ hos- 
tility ” were gr(‘atly strengthened. Finally, 
tiu' whoN* K( 7 ise of the original Resolution was 
altered by the substitution of the words “the 


with the Government and with the military 
leaders, who had entirely controlled th« 
“ crisis.” The facts were, indeed, perfectly 
clear. And yet the ruse had a remarkabl* 
.success. For mouths the “Reichstag Peac* 
Resolution/’ as it was called, affected foreign 
opinion, and it was of the utmost value to th • 
German Government throughout the whol- 
period leading up to the dictation of terms t ) 
the Bolshevists. 

Herr Michaelis remained Chancellor for tlire * 
and a half months — from the middle of July, 
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German nation will . . . fight until its own 
and its allic's’ right to life and development is 
seeuretl, ’ for th»‘ wools "‘tiu* (hTinan people 
is determined . . . to hold out /y/* Iho defoKc 
of its own and its allies' right to life and develop- 
ment.” 

The minority which vote<l against the 
Resolution consisted of oT Gonservatives, 5 
ineinbers of tlu‘ ('eiitre Party, 42 National 
Liberals, and 22 ^linorlty Socialists. Herr 
Haase, the le^^dor of the Socialist Minority, 
explained very fully that the Resolution was a 
nu'aningless ]aece of hypocrisy, and that the 
Rt'ichsfag was in reality conniving once more 
at the pi>liey of annexations, in conspiracy 


1917, to the eixl of November. He was utterly 
unfit, for his post. His ignorance of affair^, 
his tactlessness, and, above all, the fact tIi;U 
he had merely accepted ofTice in obedience 
order.s, as' a soldier accepts a command, wt ’ ' 
v'cry clearly shown. “Michaelis and I,” se/i 
the Kaiser on one occasion, “ must becoiii 
Siame.se twins, like Hindenburg and Lude< - 
dorff.” But that partnership was ne\ ' ' 
reali/.v'd, and “ the old fox,” as Count Hertlii i 
was athniringly de.scribed in Bave-ria, had i> 
long tt) wait for the high oflice which he h ‘ 
momentarily refused. Micliaelis’s failure v 
the more remarkable hoogipe cireumstane* - 
really favoured him. The nopcdcssne.ss of tl 
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SHORTAGE OF WOOL IN GERMANY: MAKING BLANKETS OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Russian offiMisive showod itself iininodiately 
after his appointment, and in (jorinany there 
were no such acute dinicultii^s as had troubled 
J^othmann’s last days. The only im]>ortant 
diplomatic development during his eliancel- 
lorship was favourable to German selu'mings— 
the Peace Note which the Pope addressed to all 
bellig(*rent Powers in August. But Michaelis 
made blunder after blunder, and was at no 
time likely to establish his position. When 
a bungled Government conspiracy brought 
him into conflict with the Gennan naval 
authorities, there was no doubt about the 
result. 

Michat'lis met the Reichstag on July 10. 
Concerning the Prussian franchise, he bri<*fly 
stated his acceptance of the Second Rescript, 
of July 11, and the subject did not seriously 
arise again during his chancellorship. Con- 
cerning the government of the Empire, ho 
proposed the mild measure of “ calling to 
executive positions men who, in addition to 
their personal qualification for the post con- 
cerned, possess also the full confidence! of the 
great parties in the popular representative 
body.” ” I will not,” he boldly aflirmed, 

“ permit the conduct of afl'airs to be taken 
from my handjJP The “ conduct of affairs ” 
was in the hands, not of ^lichatdis, but of his 


military nuv^tcTs, and it was they who dictated 
the following passage! ej his spe'cch : 

In th<! pliu*!!, (Jig Karlu'rhind’.M l.(*rritory is in- 

violablo. Wi(h an imumu.v wlio apjjroarhcis ih with tliM 
(loniatul to lako from \is (Icnniiii territory {Rnirhsrp htel) 
eu:iiiot nej^oliate, \\ lien u'e niako peneo wo iniistj 
primarily a<*liievo that \ho frontiers of tlio ({erinaii 
Kmpiro shall ho secured tor all time. Wo must hy 
way of u.‘4ivcment and barpiininj^ v^'^iaranti'o the vital 
conditions of (ho (lerman Knipiro on the (Vmtineiu and 
ovor.'.eas. 'i’ho jieaeo must proviilo (ho hu.sis for a 
lasting reooneiliation of the nations. It must, as your 
iv.solutioii puts it, juvvoiit tho further ereatioii ot 
hostility among tho natirms hy eeonomie harrier-^. It 
mu-st provide a guuruutoe that tho armed alluuieo of 
our oiieniios shall in)t tlovi'lop into an eeoiiomie oflousivo 
allianew against us. 'riieso ends are utt.'iiriahio within 
Mu* liinit'^ of your r''.solution as I undeivtaiul if. 

“ Your resulutiou ns I understand it ! ” 
Such was the conMunptuous attitu(l<! of the 
Government and the Army, after all the luig- 
gling and argument. Even th(! Reichstag 
majority conld not in dticency refrain from 
protest, and for weeks to eome there was futile 
wrangling about the G()V(*rnment’s attitude 
and the degrot! to which it had, or had not, 
endorsed the “ Peace Kt'solutioii.” 

At the beginning of August tlie Ministerial 
changt!S wore announced. Five Prussian 
Ministers who in the (Vown Council of July II 
had refused to have anything to do with 
reform of tho Prussian franchise, now retin^d ; 
they w’cre Tlorr v’'on Besoler, Minister of Justieo 
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H<irr von Trott zu Solz, Ministpr of Education, 
Haroii von tScdiurlcintT, Minister of Agriculture, 
Ift^rr Leiv/A'f Minister of Finance, and Herr von 
l^oebcll, Minister of the Interior. A few 
n*»wdionary deputies given minor ottices, 

and the Food (Jont nailer, tferr von llatoeki - 
with whom Micduw'lis liad had many (piarrc'ls - 
gave plac<i to M<irr von Wnldow. More in- 



HHKK VON KUHLMANN, 
Appointed (Jermnn Foreign Secretary July, 1917. 

teresling was the nunox al of Herr /iinmemiann 
fro!n tlie Si'cretarN'^hip of Slat(‘ for Foreign 
Affairs, and the jipjioint iiu'iit of Herr von 
Kiihlmann to sueeei'd liim. Kiililmajin had 
heen for mivi»y \\*a.r^ before tlui war Counsellor 
of tlie ( lernuin l^aubassy in Lon<lon, and Ik' 
had nndoubteilly b»'<>!i very largely resjjonsihle 
for th(* ]>oliey whieli led to the war. (.'lever, 
ambitious and unserupuhais to a degree, lie had 
hitherto taUi'ii can* lo avoid full responsibility ; 
he was mnv to play e- V4’r\ promiiu'iit part in 
the diploma.ey of the war, and nuieh mon* will 
be lu'aril of him in these prges. |h* Ijjuj for a 
time been (h'rimm Ministta* at 'The Hague a 
eonvi'nient post for obsi-r\'iit ion Fnglauil, 
and, sine(‘ Xov(*mla'r, 1 Dl ('», ln‘ had bt'cn Cierman 
Ambassador in t'onstafitinople. 

'J'he Mi(*l»a(‘lis ( 'hanecdlorship was essv'iitially 
a ])«Ti(nl of transition, during which Kiihimaim 
was feeling his way in foreign policy, while 
Hussia XX as unhappily going from bad to worse. 


Alichaelis, in so far as he had any policy of his 
own, was more reactionary than Bethinann 
Hollweg, and if ho had been able to establish 
his position he. xvoiild pretty certainly have 
bf'cn flisposed to rely upon Conservative sup- 
port. VV'hen he paid his official visit to Vienna 
in August-, the Austrians, according to the 
Frankfurter Zeltunij, observed with relief that 
he “by no lue.ariS jiistitled the fears aroused 
by tlu^ firiniu'ss of liis C(nmtenarice ; insteail of 
appearing as an iron-(*ater and a man of extreme 
s(‘ve!ity, he . . . declan^d an honourable pi^aco 
l)y agreement to be the best thing to aim at.” 
Hut aft»*r a fexx^ \x’(H?ks’ i^xperionce the (k)nserva- 
l-ives wer(‘ pretty contidont that IMichaolis xxas 
on thtiir side. At the eiul of August- Cr-unt 
Selixx’erin, P^(^sident of tlie I.oxx^er ilousti of the 
Prussian Diet, deserib^'d Miehaelis as a “good 
Prussian “ and “ a tighter by nature, xvho would 
iiev<a* lose sight of his fixed goal.” The new 
(diancellor apparently intended to get round 
tlie tt'rms of the franchise rescriiit. and his 
g<‘neral point of vioxx' xx^as accnrately uxplaiiuMl 
by (Jount 8eli\verin jvs follows - 

As H pfsiilt ot tlio li()rril)I(^ pessimist (‘atiif)ai}:ii ot 
Kr/.t>rrg<ir, Sclieidemaiui ami nlliers, wtiicli Uothrnatiii 
di«l not know’ how to oppo-vo olfootivoly, tho H“ich‘.lai' 
majority had Niicemuhed to a complule iM‘rv(»us colla])s(‘. 
Ill those cirouin it.Muos tlu' m*w ( dumci'lloi' had to .ivoid, 
at any rate, the worst impn'ssitai which this pusillanimity 
on the part of the ll<iehsla;^S although it hy iio means 
corresponded with feeling in the country, was hound 
to prodiu-o abroad. Whether la* liked it or not, the 
new (Mian(*ellor ha<l, therefore, to satisfy himself with 
making th'* manifestation as harmless and Linimportant 
as possible. lint ho was entitled lo say to himself 
that after a f(>w weeks — after luw sueiesses for (i(‘rmaii 
arms, ami xvlion the greatest food dilhenlties had h(‘eii 
overeonio ' -feelinn in the eoiintrv would of itself pro\ e 
to he ipiite tlifferenl from tla* feeling whieli I'ii'/heiyer 
.iml Seheijleniann had described in t lu' Iteiehslaj^; ami 

so, ill vi(‘w (»f tJermnny’s militai’v aehie\ I'liieiits, the 

Keichsla^ deinonstrali>>n wmild soon Im> forjj[otteu. 

After a eonferenct*- xvith tin*- Km})erur and the 
military aulhorit-it's, Herr ^liehaelis pruceedt'il 
at the end of August to set up a so-ealled “ free 
<*ommitt(*e,” consisting of sevi*n members of 
the Ktuelistag and sevt'ii mt*mhers of tlx' 
F(*d<'ral ('ouneil, whieli xxu.s to he eonsult<xl on 
hmad issues of policy, especially concerning 
XX ar aims, aixl to be advertisial as a luovemenl 
toxxwds “ democratisation.” This coniinitteti 
xxas actmvlly eonsnlte<l to some extent- eoneern- 
ing the ri‘})ly to the Popf‘‘s Peace Note, but it 
soon disap|)eared, and tho innoxation had no 
prai'tieal effect whatever. Tlie reply to the 
Pofie xvas (U'seribod by H<*rr v’on Kiihlmann, in 
a speech in the Mavin (\)mmittoe of tho Hoiohstajj 
on Septomlior 28, as “ ai. xx’oll-oeint'nted structure 
in whieli stone is so li.iuiy clamped to stone that 
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any attempt to break out a single stoms or, in 
other words, to make detailed comment, would 
only weaken its effect.’' The object, tvs Iferr 
von Kiihlmann more t ruly observed, wtvs “ to 
create atniosphercv” (Jerman policy was one<^ 
more surrounded with a cloud of vague generali- 
ties, combined with an iinpudcjit e\ilogy of th<' 
Ka'ser’s devotion to peact* througliout tlu' 
whoh> course of his rnign.* 

By the beginning of October r(‘])orts b<*gan 
to appear in Pan-OtTinan journals that tie* 
(Uiancellor's “health” was unsatisfactory. 
His fall was imminent, and although lie n‘- 
mained in ofUice for anotluu' montli it was only 
on sufTeranc(‘. It w'as not understood at the 
time in England and other JOnh^ite countries 
that — so far from any real changi^ of spirit 
taking place in (leriuany — ivaetion and militar- 
ism were mon^ pow't'rful than (‘ver. 'Da* 
Mieha(‘lis “ crisis ” arose immediately from the 
fact that th(' Paii-dermans and .1 union's, luori' 
arrogant- ainl contident thim thi'y had beini at 
any timi' since tlie first stages of the war, 

♦ Th(* tnxt of Iho Po|)r’> of the OtMinaii roply, 

<if H f..cparato n'ply which \C)\s sent hy Ihivaria, aiul «>l 
Wiboii’^j rcj»ly, arc prirUc'd in full at the ami 
of tho prC'^uTit chapter. 'I'hc ( Sovcriimciits of i hr 
Allies, while associating t licmsc'lvas informally w'ith 
Prcsitlcnt. Wilson’s a<dion, left tho l’op«^’s Note unan 

>WCI‘C«I. 


selected this moniei\t for a gtnieral assault on 
tho “ Peace Hesolut ion ” policy of t he Reichstag 
and upon the Socialist. Minority— the only 
genuine demoeratii? force in tlie country. 
Michaelis lacki'il tlu* neet'ssary experienet' and 
ability for dealing with su<*h a situation. Ih' 
w'ivs ineapahU' even of expressing himself 
clearly in the KiMchstag : on several oci*asions 
his spei'clu's had, after ileli\(‘ry, to lit' altered 
for jiuhlication, and on at least one oeeasiou 
the foreign telegraph service htwl to ht^ sus- 
pt'iided in urdi'r to pi'event t ransmission of his 
iiidiseietious. During tlu* first- week in Oidoher 
the RtMciisfag »lehated tlie siilijeet of Pan- 
Cleriuau i>ropagauda in thi^ Army. It was 
show^n that, under lli«‘ auspices of tlie Katlu'i*- 
land Party, to wdiieli further refer<*nee will be 
nuwle, the Pan-H»‘rmans wert' rapidly obtaining 
I'ontrol of tlu' whole organi/.at-iim of lectures and 
enti'rtainiiients for the troops, and wi're spi*»‘ad- 
ing the most violent forms of military doelriiu' 
and demineiation of J'ji.rliauu‘nt -the “ nihlde ” 
aud “ traitors ” who in tlu' Reichstag dared to 
talk of “ [leai'c.” Oit ieism w as largtdy directed 
Cigainst Ih'rr I relltVrieh, the very unpopular 
\'iee-( ’liaiietdlor. Insti ad of ma.king sueli (‘asy 
eonce.ssions as would lia\ (' salistied I lie w’ouiided 
priile of the Reielistag, Herr .MiehiW'lis allowi'd 
himself to be involvi'd in an absurd attempt 
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to turn the tables upon the Socialists, and to 
rf'present “ revolutionary ” propaganda in the 
Xavy as far more serious than any Pan- 
( h nnan propaganda in the Army. On October 
1) a Minority Socialist named JJittmann raised 
th(? f|ueKtion of violent measures which had boon 
ado[>ted by the ne^va! authorities for the sup 



HERREN SCHEIDEMANN AND EBERT, 
Leaders of the Socialist Majority. 

pn'ssiou (»f Socialist opinion, and lie ask<'d 
whothor it was true that many sailors had Ixhmi 
sontoneiHl to long periods of [)onal siirvitude. 
and that sailors had oven been shot “ bc^cause 
they )i<*ld Socialist opinions.” ^’hereupon the 
Olianeidlor, afb^r a warm defisieo of patriotic 
propaganda in the Army, called upon Admiral 
von (-apello, Tirpitz’s successor as Secretary of 
State for the Navy. Capello made the following 
fitatement : — 

T iniHt infonii yoti of tliy lamontablo fact that Um* 
lliKstaii K»'volatii)ii lias tiiniod th« hoads of soma iyu' 
pf'oplo on hoard onr Hoyt, and swollon rovolutioiinry 
ideas within them. 'J’ho crazy phin of ihc'^e few i)eoplo 
wa^ to win confiilcntial a^'cMits on all ships in order to 
n\islciMl Iho whole cn*w into disoheyini' orders, and, 
in this way. in ea^e of necessity with the n^o of force, 
to eripi>l<» the fleet and eomp*I and enforee peace. It is 
the fact that theso people had n^lations witli the Tnde- 
pemlmt Soeialist Parly. (Pproar. Pit ( maim l»rove 

it.* ) It is estahli^lasl hy dooiinK'nts that the chief 
n:,ntalor explained llu^ plans here in the Heiehsiaiv 
huildoiLT in the rooms of tin* Tndepeiulent Social-Deino- 
eratie Parly ti» the tleputies Herren Pittmann, jraase, 
and Vojitherr, who approved of them. (TumuUiums 
shouts of “ S!iam«> ! ” from the Hi.j:ht.) (Uproar on the 
extreme Lett, shouts of “ 'Prauspanuit .‘•M-iiidle ” and 
“ Ineredible.”) The deputies pointed out the danjrers 
of siieh pr«>e(dure and advised the greatest caution, 
but promised Ihyir full support by the supply of seditions 
material for the ineitement of the fleet. (Repented 
►honts of “Shame!” from Jii^ht.) Tn view of this 
situation, it was my fird duty to prevent, as far as was 
in my power, that the promisetl material shmild find 
aeet'ss to the fleet. 1 Iheridore instmeteil the naval 
authorities eoueerned to prevent by all inean.s the circu- 
lation of this material. (Applause.) As rej^nrds 
Pubsoquent ocourrmei's in the fleet I can make no 
Ktatement here. .V few unprincipled and di>lo\nl 
persons who commit toil a severe offence have met tho 
fate they deserved, but nevertheless I want to stato 
from rt public platform that llio rumours w'hich ara 


current, and naturally also came to my knowledge, 
are imuiensoly exaggerated. The preparednos.s of the 
fleet was not in doubt a single moment, and thus it shall 
continue to bo. (Applause.) 

The truth was that the (government had 
.seized the opportunity to exploit, for its 
apparent political aii vantage, some compara- 
tively insignificant disturbances which had 
taken place at Wilhelmshaven at least six 
wot^ks previously. AFarvellous .stories wore 
published of a wide-spread “ mutiny,” in which 
many (iorman officers were supposed to have 
been murdered ; lurid details were freely 
borrowed from the terrible experiences in the 
Russian Jialtic and Black Sea fleets. Tho only 
establishtul facts wero that two Clermaii sailors 
had been cjonvictiHl respectively of mutiny and 
ineit(‘mont to mutiny. One of them, named 
Keielinitz, was s(Miteneed to (icMxtIi on August 30 
o.nd shot oil September 5. It may b ' added 
that tho naval authorities, so far from taking 
the view of the “ mutiny” which Capelle now 
thought fit. to take, had been chiefly coiieerno I 
to eoiieeal the execution of the imfortimato 
Socialist sailor, and it was only by accident 
that his parerlts were informed of his fat<^. 

Even the Clovernment soon diseovtTcd that 
it could not carry through its political con- 



[Fnm "Der Welt Sfiefiei:' 

HAIG-SISYPHUS. 

A German view of the British offensives. 


spinvey, and that the attempt to convict tho 
whole Socialist ^linority of high treason was a 
failure. The Chancellor let it bo said that 
Admiral von Capelle had exceeded his instruc- 
tions, and it was announced that Capelle had 
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sent in his resignation. But it was Michaelis, 
jiot Capollo, who was to l)o saorifice<l. For the 
second time tho Kaiser offered tlio Chancellor- 
ship to Count Hertling. Ilortling, according to 
his own subsequent account (see p. 298), 
regarded the political situation as “ extremely 
ri)inplicated,” and the circumstances as “ still 
more difficult ” than when ho had refused office 
ill July. He asked time for consideration, and 
then ma<le his acceptance conditional upon his 
ability to reach a modus virendi with the 
Keichstag Majority. Hertling knew very well 
that the Keichstag ^lajority only desired to 
sav'O its face, and his chief difficulty was to 
reconcih? any bargaining with tho K(‘iehstag at 
all with his ow’ii reactionary convictions and 
the reactionary basis upon which ho meant to 
build his policy — whatever “ Liberal ” facade 
lie might find it necessary to put upon the 
structure. “ All my life long,’* ho said in 
(Unending himself against subsequent Couserva- 
livo criticism, “ I have been a decided Monarch- 
ist, and as a Monarchist 1 will die. I repudiate 
just as absolutely tho suggestion that I am 
giviTig my hand to the cxcr(;ise of any influcnct' 
upon tho federal character of the Empire.’* As 
a matter of fact Hertling's negotiations — 
although prolonged, and ultimately con<*luded 
only by tho intorvent ion of Kerr von Kiihlmann 
— wore extremely successful. While Herr 
Michac^lis was still in offic<^, the Centre Party, 
National Liberals, Radicals and ]\rajority 
Socialists, arldressed the following commu- 
nication to the Kaiser, tliroiigh liis Civil 
Cabinet ; — 

Should His Miijofsty tho Kaisor dotormiiio upon ji 
(’h;mgo of (Jharioollors, it is of sorvico t(» Uio highest 
iiitc'rost of tho Stato tliat a comj)h*to j;uaratit<‘e stioiihl 
h»‘ provided for tranquil development of tloiuostie 
polioy until the end of tho wu**. Only so can the soli- 
<1 irity be established whicdi is iiiiperalively needed by 
tlio people ill arms and at liome. 'J’he way to tins 
poal is a sincero agreoinent about tlu' foreign and domestic 
policy of tho Knipint until tlio end of tho wnr. "J’he 
• lomestie difliinilties of recent montlis must bo attributeil 
t ) the lack of such an agreement. We, therefore, prny 
His Majesty tho Kaiser, bf'foro arriving at his ilei'ision, 
to instruct tho porsoiiago selncted for tho Chancollorsliip 
to enter into eon v^*rsaf ions with tho Roidislng. 

I’d tho timid German politicians this mild 
])raycr scorned to bo action of unparallch'd 
■uidacity, and tho letter was carefully concealed 
lor some mouths.* What it really nu^ant was 
’hat tht^ Reichstag was quite ready to give 
binding pledges of good behaviour for the whole 
duration of the vxir, in return for perfectly 

* I’ho document was published by the Radical leailer, 
d»Tr t^onrad Haussmann, in January 1918. {Frank- 
’ Urttr ZtitunQf January 7, 1918.) 


harmless concessions. Naturally tho Kaiser 
and Hertling, while disjilaying reluctance, 
jvcccptod tlio propo.sals. 'rhe terms of tho bar- 
gain were clear. On tho one liaiid — althougli 
the Roiehstag Resolution of July 19 was not 
openly disavowed ; it still liad its uses in 
(‘ueiiiy countries ' ll(‘rtling pledged himself, 



ADMIRAL VON CAPHLLE, 

Tirpitz’s successor as Secretary of State for the 
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not to tlie Rt‘icli:.tfig Resolution, but to the 
vague gc^iu^alities of the German reply to tin? 
Pope. Secondly, he consenttui to the appoint- 
ment of Herr Friedbt^rg, a ehauvinisi National 
Liberal, to be Vice-PresidtMvt of the Prussian 
Ministry, and of Herr von PayiM*, the Wiirtem- 
berg Radical loader, to be Vice-Chancellor. 
On tho otlH^r baud, the Reichstag Majority 
formally agreed to prevent all serious debate on 
foreign or domestic affairs, to confine itself to 
brief statements in support of Count Hertlirwit* 
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poli<*y, *111(1 th(‘ii to volt' mipplics witli the utmost 
pussiblr sp(H*(l. Aliy partit's which mi^ht 
attempt- to outside the a^n'eil programiiu* 
were to he vot«*(l down “until after the war.” 
Finally, tht* uext^ meeting of the Heiehst*vg wivs 
“ to display to foreign countries and to (jcr- 
luany a picture of national unity.” The 


Heichstag liad been effectually muzziest, ai 
e>n Novemhe'r I Count Hcrtling was forma-!' 
appointed Imperial Chancellor anti Mini‘'< 
President of Prussia. 

Thus for the second time in the history 
the Cennan Empire the offices of Imper' 
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VJc2-PrefiIdcnt of the Prussian Ministry under 
Hertling. 


( MuMii.'cll or an<l jMiuistcr-T^rc'sidcMit. of Prossia 
woro filliMl by Ibivurian. Vrinco HoIioiiIoIks 
\vh(*n ho suocoedod (^i[jrivi in IS94, was To 
years of ego; Count llortliug, the s(5V«‘uth 
Chaueollor, was iii in's Toth year. There was 
a great difforein’i* betweiMi the eir<Miiiistaiiees 
and nu'aning of the t wo aj)j)oiiitinents. JHoluui- 
lohe had reganh'd the creetion of the* (Jernian 
lOinpire as a lidieral gain, and to t lie liest of 
his ability liad rc*pr(*sent<*d “ Soutli (Jerman, 
Jwiberalisni " against the Prussian dunk<*rs an<l 
tlieir tirio ally, the Catholie Centre I*arty 
Hertling ha<l for years been the leader of the 
t %‘ntn> Party in t h<' l^eiehstag, and he had 
toiight all liis life against “ hiberalisin ” evt‘n 
in opposition to 8(»uth Cerinan Cat holieisni. 
ITertling was born at Darmstadt in 1843. arid 
for 13 y(‘ars, from 1807 to 1880, he was a nuTe 
PrivHtdozcnt at Honn Ifniv(*rsity, his promotion 
admittedly bcMiig impede<l by his strongly 
ultramontaiK^ vdews. In 1880 he beeaiiu' a 
Professor at Munieli. He had then aln‘ady 
been a member of t he Tleielistag lor some years, 
and he succeeded Dr. Lieber as cliairman of 
the Centres Tarty, whiclu he <lominat(Ml until 
1912, when lie became ATinister Pri^si<lent of 
Ilavaria. Hertling had an nnriv'alled know- 
ledge and exjicrience of (Icrman [lolitics and 
Cennan intrigue ; but aliove all he had for 
nearly 40 years been the chief, although un- 
oflicial, representative of (lermany at the 


\atican. For a generation ho liad cOnducte<l 
every important Cerman lu'gotiat ion with the 
Tope. His ap[)oii)tment to the (dianc€‘llorslii|> 
was, in the existing situn-tion, v('ry natural. 
He had a sutticient knowledgi' of foreign alfairs 
to avoid elementary blunders and t») speak with 
at least an ajipi'arance of autliority ; the sclec*- 
tion of a Havarian was congiMiial to the non- 
Trus.sian Stales; and, most im[)(a’tant of all, 
he could command tlu' Ctadre l*a.rly in the 
Reichstag and so make it pretty certaiji that 
in all «*ircumslanees th(‘ ({ovt'riunent should 
c'ommaud a Tarliamentary majority. Accord- 
ing to circumstances, lie could cither kt'cp 
toget her the so-calU'd ““ Reichstag Majority,’' 
which consisted of jiraclieally the wliole Reich- 
stag ('xct‘pt tla^ Conserxat i ves on the e.xtremo 
Right and the Socia.list Minority on th(‘ extreme 
L<‘ft : or, if it. appiMnul desirable to drive the 
Radicals and Majority Soeia-lists int o ojiposit ion, 
In' could ri'ly upon the Ciaitre Party. Conserva- 
tivi's and National Lihera.ls. In the event., 
Hertling ha-d not the slightest diHicultv. during 
the p(‘riod rc'viewed in this chaptei*, in kec'ping 
the “Reichstag Majority” together. lOvery- 
thing eombin<*(l to eas<‘ tia* situation. First 
tlu* striking military success of tlu' inva.sion of 
Italy, and tluai the eollaj>se of Russia, tho 
dictation of ” pcaiee ” in tia* l^’e^st. and the 
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j)n‘pn,nilioii for a onslaught upon fho 

Powers, favoured reaction in (Germany, 
t'onlroversics wliich remained from ttio 
Jh'thinann “ crisis ” in .fuly and the Miehaelis 
“ crisis ” in October lingered on. Ihit such 
trou})le as there was was sujHTfieial and unreal. 



[Fi<im “ l,u\tif>L‘ nuilL'r.” 

“THE TOHOGGAN.” 


'rile Kt‘iehs(j»,g which, wiiih* the'! outlook w'as 
c.iixious and uncei’lani, had clamoured so ItMidly 
tor a shc.re in ilic <l<>termina.tion of jiolicy, had 
no slnu*!' in the poliey ullimat('ly jmrsuc'd by 
Jxiililmaim ;i.nd the Army leaders against Kussiai 
- no shan* < xeept to approx-e and to applaud. 
Act incessant' debates s(‘r\ ed to k(‘ep up 
democrat ie appearaiici's, and to provide material 
for “ pa,eilism ” in (*nemy countries. 

As tor t lu' interminable .Prussic..n franchise 
<]uesl ion, t he ( Jo\ ernnu’ut at. t he end of A’ov(*m- 
ber intro(hu*ed three Keform " Ihlls in the 
Prussian Diet. First, a FrjMichi.se Bill fulfilled, 
in t h»' k‘tter. the Kiuser's promises of a secret, 
ilirect jind univer.‘^;d franehi.se, although tlie 
franchise was can'fully hedgt'd about and there 
was to 1 ) 1 ' no redistribution of seats. Secondly, 
the franchise concession was ))alanced ))y an 
e\tnM)rdinarily rea.et ionary fhll concerning the 
com})osition of the rj)per ,Hou.s«% ciMvfully 
devist'd to .si'cure aiul entreiicli Junker doniina- 
tion. A third Ihll went still fart her, by enabling 
the Ppper Bouse to interfere in the control of 
finance. 'These measures provided tlie politi- 
cians and the Press with harmless occupation 


during the wnixter. Their progre.ss w^as blocked 
and liampered at every turn, and little progress 
was made with them, although it became clear 
that the (loN'crnmont intended ultimately ta 
^)btain legislation of sotuo sort — postponing it 
as long as possible, in order in the end to grant 
it as a graciou.s reward to a “ vie tori ou.s ’* 
people, 

fn Jiis first Reichstag s[)eech, on Xovember 
29, Fount Bertling was able not only to dilate 
upon the successi's against Italy but to aunounciv 
the Bolshevist proposal of an armistice and a 
“ genenil pi'ace.” He stilted jli^ poliey 
thus : -- 

Our wnr aims from tlm lir>t day ornvanP \\'»*ro tlio 
dolVncoof ( hr PathrrUiiid, thr in\ inlafiilit y of it'<lerritory, 
niulthi' frofitom atid iM(lr]j(‘ud(‘iR‘e of ils ('ooiiomic life. On 
tied aofoimt W'e eoiild greet eheerfiilly tin* peaeo appeal 
of th(' l*ope. 'ria* spirit in w'hijdi tlu* answer to the 
Tapal \ole t^iven still alive to-day. hut this 

answer si;^ruli«"' no heenee for si eriminnl lengthening of 
the war. For the eontiinnition of the tern'Me sanghter 
and the rlest rnetion of irrephieeahle wj)iU,s of civ ili/.jitior, 
f«»r the mad self-mutilation of Fnrope, the enemy aU no 
hears tie* re.s|)oMsi|)ilily, and will luiv(* also tu hear the 
eoii-e<pienees. . . . 

'The (hn'innn watehw’ord must he -to wMit, to endure, 
(o hold out. We trust in Ood, our righteoiH eaiise, our 
K'rejit army lejiders. We trust iti our tighters «)ii the 
laud, oil tin* sea, and in the air. We trust in the spirit, 
jind the moral strength of om‘ peojile at home. 'The 
Army and the country, in harmonious va>oj)<‘ratiou, will 
win vietory. 

,\t the end of January, 1918, Hi'rtling em- 
bjirked upon an (‘laliorately liypoerif ieal reply 
to a speech in which Ih’i'sidt'iit Wilson had 
skel<died “ fourti'cn ]mints “ of jx'iiee policy. 
He expresst'd amiable devotion to Ibe principle 
of open di])lom!icv and abolition of secret 
agreements, a readiness to discu.ss limitation of 
armaments “ after the war,” and a positive 
enthusiasm for “ freedom of the seas " - espt'ci* 
ally if “claims to strongly fortified naval ba.«cs 
on important international route', s. such as 
Kngland maintains at Gibraltar, AlaUa, Aden, 
Hong- Kong, on the Falkland Islands, and at 
many other points, were renounced “ ! For the 
le.st, it will snniee to record Herl ling’s insolent 
sfatemenis oonee'rning Russia, ih'lginm and 
France ; - 

The Entente States Inivin^^ refused to join in the 
nejrotintions within tin' period aj:reed upon hy ltu,'=«siu 
and the four allied Powers, T must dt'eline, in the naino 
of the latter, any suhseqnont interference. The (piestion 
here involved is om* which alone <‘oneerns Kus.sia and 
the four allii'il Powers. 1 cherish the liope that, under 
the conditions of the recognition of tlie right of fself- 
(hdennination for the initions within the '\\’c*^te^n 
houndarics of the former Hussian Knifiire, it will he 
pos^hle to be in good relations with thevo nations 
as well as with the re..l of Piiswia, for whom vw urgently 
wi.Ji a return of guanntees which w’ill .secure n peaceful 
order of things and the welfare of the country . . • 




THE TIMEE HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


309 


A'^ far as the Belgian quest ion is coneorned, it has 
, . (11 declared repeatedly by my predecessors in ollifo 
I ,it at. no time during the war has the forcible aiinexa- 
, >11 of Belgium by the derinan Empire formed a point. 

1 the programme of (Jcrman politics. 'I'ho Belgian 
,, u -lion belongs to a complexity of questions, the 
. -tails of which will have to bo regulated during the 
j .lee negotiations. As long a.s our enemies do not 
, iiesorvedly adopt the attitiule that the integrity of 
t'i(‘ territory of the Allies offt^rs the only possible founda- 
: >11 for peace negotiations 1 must adlwue to the stand- 
1, -mt which, up to the iiresent, has always been taken, 
.. ,(l must decline any discu^sitm of tlie Jiclgian question 
I, itil the general discu.ssioii takes jilace. . . . 

(lie occupied ])aiis of Erance an* a valualile pawn 
1 1 our hands. Hero also forcible aiiiicxation forms no 
j.iil of tho oflicial (lerman policy. 'J lu) comlitions 
Ill mode of the <*vacuation, which mu^t lake into 
, .ii-idcration the vital iiiti'ce-^ts of (Jennaiiy, mu''i b? 
(jns'd between (Jermany and h’rancc. I can only oneo 
:.iin oxpre.s>Iy emphasi/o lliat tln're can m*vcr bo 
.my (luestioii of the separation of the lm})eriat Bro- 
\iiie(*s. We will never permit our'.e!\es (o be robbed 
• It Alsace-Lorraine l)y our enemies under the j>rctcxt 
111 any line ])hra^cs — of Alsacc-].ionaine which, in the 
Micautimo, has b(‘come inort* and more closely allied 
internally with (ilerman life, which is developing mori‘ 
.md more (atotvomieully in a highly .satisfactory manner, 
.md where more tlinn 87 j)er cent, of the peo2)lo }-j>eak 
I'le (lerman mother lougiu*. 

It' was at this tiino a h'attire of tho 
ni llin (Viitral J*ONver.s to allow Austria-IImigary 
to omploy t Olios inihhT than thos(» of lh*rliii, 
and Count C/aTiiin, tin* Austrian Koivign 
Minister, sjieaking on the same day as Hertling, 
ii.nd in collusion with him, (‘\])r(‘ss(‘d sentiments 
wliieh were thought to be to sonu* extent more, 
attractive to ih(^ Allies and ('S|)(‘eieJ]y to Pr(‘si- 
< U*iit Wilson. Hut tli(? int rigtie wms too olivious, 
aid altliough the exehangi^ of spoeelte.s eon- 


iimicd inces.sanfly, the real situation remained 
unchanged at the end of three and a half yiairs 
of war. 

As has been said, tlic' (Herman CoverniiKMit 
made a great ettort during the summer of HH7 
to promote an lnt(‘rnational Soeiali.st (Hnifer- 
enee. AfttT th(^ n'jixdion of tho ollieial (h'r- 
mau “peace offer'’ at the end of lUKi, it was 
the jioliey' of Jierlin to reach enemy countries 
through any or rvery “ intiTiialiomil eliannel 
— Socialist, rt*ligions, hnmanitarian, or (‘V('n 
financial. dHie object was to create “ j)ea(*e 
atinos 2 )|RTe,'’ to j)romo((‘ p(‘aee talk, and to 
weaken the enemy's “ luuiu* front.’’ ddiere 
wen* many attractions about, the idea of a 
S()(*ijihst conferen(*('. d’lu*ri‘ w»t.s a gi’imme 
desire in hont‘st Labour eireles everywliere (<> 
keepalive the id(‘a of theiiiternati ma! s()lidarily 
of Labour. S(‘eondly, it wcos well know A in 
H(‘rJin that Ih’ilish and Freiieh opinion w.is 
ileeiily symiial h(‘t i(^ to the liberation of Hnssic.., 
.so that it would h(^ ditheult to eonnt«‘r any 
(lerman ])lan which eonid he jHirsned in the 
nainc! of tlu* Hnssian Hexoliit ion. Again, it 
adinira])ly snitt*(l I Ik* (h'rman ( lov(*rnm('nt 
to conceal its aims and jioliey behind an 
appanditly o|)cn-min(h‘d c()o|K‘ration with 
Labour. In thi* (lerman Socialist- Majority th(» 
(l(*rman (lov(‘rnment. ha-d an (‘\e(*llent a-nd 
trust wort hy tool. 

It lias }>(H*n .seen (\'ol. I.\., p. .‘J7 f ) tliat in 
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Miircli, 1916, th<To was an open “split** in 
tlio Socialist Party, an<l that 18 inflnoiitial 
Soeialists, led by Jlc^rr Haase, broke a^vay and 
formed the “ Social Democratic Labour Ihuon.” 
'J'he popular siatcess of this mov(‘meiit was at 
once considerable, especially in Berlin and other 
lar^^c towns, and all elTorts to reunite the Party 
fai!e<l. In Septeiid)or, 1916, a conference of all 
tin* Socialists was held in Berlin, the “Labour 
I'nion” taking part un<ler protest, and the 
olheial party adopting a resolution in favour of 
continued support of Germany’s “ defensivt^ 
war.” Tlie otlicial l(‘<vler8 then proceeded to 
annex for the purposes of their poli<*y practically 
tlic whole Socialist J*rcss, whicli had hitherto, 
for the most part, adojited the attitude of tlic 
Labour Ujjion ” ; the Berliix Vonvarts, for 
e\am])l(*, rapidly became hardly distinguish- 
able Irom any ordinary organ of the (hTinan 
(iovernment. In January, 1917, the “Labour 
Union” held a rival conh*rcnce in Berlin, 
and adopted resolutions whicli denounced 
(Jcrnnui Socialist policy since th<' outbn*ak 
of war and demanded international cooperation 
in the int(T(!st of “a peace by agreement, in 
which t hcr(< shall be neither victors n<»r van- 
ipiished.” 'rhe oflioial jiarty committee then*- 
upon announced that the meml)(*rs of the 
“ Ijabour Union” had “separated themselves 
from the Socialist Party ” ; in fact, the mem- 
IxM’s of the “Labour Union ” were formally 
<'xj)clled. 'riw* gulf betwiHMi tlwi two groups 
t hen widi'iicd rajiidly. Phe “ Labour Union ” 
members of the Beichstag dr(*w uj) an iiidc- 
jicndcnt pi)litieal j>rogi-amme, which they 
presented to the UiMchstag, ill tlie form of a 
mot. ion, at tlie end of Marcli. During the 
lirst w»*ek in April the " Labour Union” 
eonv(‘ne»l a i-onhe'enee at (Jotlia, aiul tlie lunv 
party was tlien tormally const ituti'd uiuler th<* 
nanu* ot “ 1 ndepi'iident Social Deniocratie 
I ‘art y of Uermany.” The old party and tlic 
new party were, however, commonly known lis 
the i\laj(U'ity and “ the Minority ” without 
regard to th(*ir ai'tual stri'iigth in the country. 

'I’he luturi' aloiu* could sliow whether thi* 
“ Minority ” Socialists, Icil by Haase, Bernstein, 
Lc(l(*b( >ur ami Kant sky, could establish any 
really (‘Itcctivc opposition to tlu' Uerman 
UoviTiimcnt. During the period now under 
review the new party fornuMl a not unimportant 
rallying point for what n'mained of genuine 
Socialism. But events for the time favoured 
the militarists, and the Socialist Alajority, under 
Khert and Scheid<*mann, having seized tlie 


whole machinery of the old Socialist Paii\ 
and enjoying the thinly veiled support of |„. 
Government, was able to continue its sup), 
of the war without shedding the last pret. ,, 
of cherishing “ international ” ideals. A si k,. 
Socialism could continue to be, in a ph .i ,. 
of Herr Bernstein’s, “ the Govorumont’s tr.uj, 
hearer.” And, unfortunately, there were .tl 
ways some dishonest minds at work abm;. j 
roiuly to represent to the Enteuto peoples ih.it 
Herr Scheidemann’s base coins were re;i.li\ 
liard cash. 

Almost from tho beginning of the Russi.m 
Kin'olution tho “Government Socialist' 
I'herished tho idea of prolitable contact witli 
tlie Kevolutionaries. They were greatly in 
sisted by tlie fact that, during Ai^ril, 1917, 
strikes broke iiiit among munition workers in 
Berlin and oth(‘r large ciuitrc's. To some ex(*‘iii 
the inovc*iiu*nt was due to tho “ infection of 
events in Russia, but the chief cause of troiihl. 
w'as shortage of food, and the Govorin nmi 
(leliberately made the situation worse by a 
sudden nuliiction of tlie bread ration, wlndi 
was .subsecpii'iitly found to have been ((uitc 
umu'cessary. The strikes were, iii any case, 
a mere demonstration, and they wi^re stojipcil 
at once by drastic military tlmuvts. But lli* \ 
scrvisl as an iwhlitional excuse for the Kussiaiis 
to i‘nter into relations with their “ German 
brot hers.” The introductory negotiations wt ic 
condu»*led by a Danisii Socialist, M. Borgbj* run 
who conveyed messages and suggestions fmiii 
Herr Sclieidemanii and bis fellow* conspirator^ 
to M. IvTcnsky in Tetrograd. The subsequrni 
proceedings wore eondueted under the auspi<*'‘ 
of a Duteh-Seamhnavian Uominittee, the 
iiig parts bluing played by t he Dutch Sociali ). 
Mr. Troelstra, and ]M. U-amiUo Huysinaiis, wli". 
although a Belgian subject, pn*ferred his oHm 
as Seeretaiy-Geiieral of the (h^funct Sociah-t 
I HtmuiUonale to the more obvious duties ni n 
Belgian citizen. On the otlicr liand, the desu' 
for peace and the desire to restore tlie iiit* r 
national solidarity of Laliour won tho .sympat*'> 
of the Ent(‘ntophiI Swedish Socialist, M 
Braiding, and the moV'Cment was gr< a* . 
assisted, in their various ways, by Mr. Art I' i 
Ht*nderson in England and M. Albert Thoii 
in France — to say nothing of tho “ pacifi- 
leailers in all countries. Here, how*ov(’r, 
are coucornod only w*ith tho actual cours. 
events, chiefly iii its bearing upon (lorn 
policy. 

By tlie middle of May tho “ Stockh' ‘ 
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[/*)■ spfii'tl petvii^siun «</ iht /»/(;/ Mf.'n/i t<j “ J‘u nh ” 

THH RHAl. VOICR OF l ABOUR. 

Tommy: '*So youVe ^oin^ to Stockholm to talk to Fritz, are you? Well, Tm back to l^'rancc 

to fif*ht him.” 


‘ ’oiifcroiice ” idea was fully launduvl, and it 
I'-iinaiuod oiio of the great jiolitiesd factors 
lurijig the wliolo period down to the lh)l- 
dievist submission to (h'riiiany. Karly in 
hily Herr Scheidemann gave an illuiniiiaf ing 
iccoiint in th(3 Vorwiirts of M. I5org])jerg’s 
first conversations witli the Sovuet : 

riic tir^t ciiu'stiou wliich put tc* luiix hy th<» 

lUissitiu coiunwlcs \va< wlxatluT lha lmi«*rial (yhaurcllor 
■vas in agrooinent with our iloclarations. It then 


jippi'aroil at «»iica how incffili l>| v wronj^ly pooph* ahrond 
an* informed at>()iit t)u* position ot tha (loniuMi Social 
f)ciiiocracy. Mor^dtjcri? •*\plaiiicd very f [lorou^ddy to 
the [liisv.ian comrailcs tliat w«' luul iioIIimik to do with 
the ( )haiic*cllor, and that w<“ arc nciilicr a (h»vcnnncnt 
thirty nor a Majority l‘arty. 

A flirt h»*r ipiOMtion put hy th<* ItU'-.-ians was wladhcr 
other jairtics arc of tin* same opinion as ours. Horghjciv 
ro[»h«Ml tluif heyond donht not inconsidcral)Ic section.'^ 
of t lie (Jerinan pcopli' ihoiioht jii-^t as we tlid. 

I tie Hiis.sians avked, tnrllicr. wind her there would he 
a revolution in (Jertnany in the near future, and wliethcr 
it was safe to reckon upon that. Borghjerg replied tliat 
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Mffnnliiii; lo hi.«. conviction, there wonl'l quite certainly 
1> • no r. Nolulion in (iennany diinuo the war. . . . He 
sanl that for the We-^tern .St«te> only a 'social revolution 
<*onM la* in rjiie-tion. 

Nevorthcloss tlio Sov":<‘t iiiforniod M. Horg- 
hjerg tliat “his mission had succeeded! 

J iiN'itatioris to Stockfiolni were then duly issiumI, 
and tlie Allied (hjvernments were faced by the 
(juestion w'liother they woul<l |><‘nnit their 
subjects t(i attend. At tlie end of May tlie 
Krench Socialists d<*eided in ta\'our ot at'cepting 
the invitation to St,(»ckhohn, wh(‘re nqm'senf a- 
tives of hotli the (iernian Majority and (Jerman 
Minority had already arrived. Jhit M. Ribot, 
who was then Prime .Minister, promptly 


National Seamen and Firemen’s Union decid. 
that no British ship should carry British d. 
gates, ivial the Union’s efficient organi/ai 
actually captured Mr. MacDonald and 
F. W\ Jowett at the port from wdiich t! .. 
hoped to sail, and sent them back to J.,on(! 
ft w'as only in the tniddlo of August, n’ 

“ Stockholm ’’ had produced a political ci . 
and Mr. Ifender.son had resigned office, t 
the British (iovernrnent definitely announce 
final refusal to grant passports, and the' li . , 
decision of Oreat Britain, France, tlie Uni: i 
States an(l Italy that peace terms should jn t 
be discussed w'ith the enemy until th(*y coi:* | 



NBUTUAL 0R(;AN1/HRS OF THE STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE, 1917. 
Silting, left to riftht : V'an Kol, Troelstra (Netherlands), Albarda ; standing, Stauning (Denmark) 

and Branting (Sweden). 


announced in \hv (’hamber that tiu* French 
(Jovernment wouKI refuse passports. “No," 
he said, " peace ce.n coim* only through victory. 
All (Mir (McrL^i('s must hi* direct(*d towards 
he.stening victory. " The British ( hwi'minent , 
hampt'n'd by numy considerations, but esjx*- 
<‘ially by the fact th.U Mr. Henderson was at 
the mouKMit in Pidrograd with almost ambas- 
sadorial powi'rs, lu'sitated, and had actually 
given a passport to Mr. Ibunsay .Me.(d)onald for 
a jouriK'v to Pi'trognvl not, indtvd, to Stock- 
holm, but Stockholm was on the way. Thi' 
situation was saved by the British seamen, 
who hivl sutYeivd imm* than any otluT single 
^.lass or calling trom U(‘rnian crimes. The 


be discussed by the representatives of tli- 
whol(‘ nation. 

Meanwhile the “Stockholm Coiifereju • 
hatl dwindled down to a series of meetii';: 
between the Dutch-Scaudinavian Commin 
and the didegations from the various Social ' 
*parti('s and groups in the countries of t ■ 
U(*ntral Powers. The (lerinan “Majoritv 
produced a memoraiulum as full of amial' 
generalities as any Imperial Chanc(‘ll' ■’ 
speech, and distinguished by an emph.'' 
refusal to restore Alsace-Lorraine to Fran 
Idle UeriUiMi olqect was perfectly clear, v' 
the (lerman Press had been too excited 
conceal it. fn August, wdien it seemed foi 
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iiioineiit that British labour liatl beoii captured, 
the Vorwdrta exclaimed triumphantly: 

Aoc;(n-diii;^ to the uttoruiico> of llfudor>.oii and others, 
tho English were to go to Stocldiohn only to chiimpi«in 
th'* cause of tho Kut<>;ite, to shatter (»eriuany’s moral 



RUBBER SHORTAGE IN GERMANY. 

Steel springs as substitutes fur rubber tyres. 

power of re-istanee, and to faciliiato the final vietorv. 
Hut. tin' air of a pinu’e eonference i' nnhealtliy for inten- 
tiou" of Mich a kind, an<i t lu' oppoinnits of particnpation 
wero right from their [mint of view when they expresMsl 
tiu' opinion that he who say*' A must also say R>. and 
that he who goes to a peace eonferenec* M’ill not find it 
ea^y t<.» come out of it as tin* a|)ostle of war whi«*h In* wa^ 
Ix'fore. 

Or, as ati inspired (Joveriiiiu'iit writer j)ut it 
ill tho Fmtih'furtcr Zciftou/ at an etirlier statzo 
t)t‘ tho (leriuan intri|j:u(‘ : 

One mn«.t not overi'st imat(* the immediate importanee 
of the Stockholm eonversat ions bet ween Labour leaders 
<if the Central Powers and Labour leaders from Russia, 
and perhaps from other J0ntt*nte countries. Thi" 
Conferenct* cannot arrive at tl('ci>,ions which Avill In* 
[politically binding. It could, however, affect feeling 
among tin* masses in a manner which will coin[K*l 
consid<*rat ion on the part of the (Jovernments. 

Nor was any secret madt* of (lu^ fact that it 
was, above all, the British ma«s<'.s that tl»<* 
(JemiiMi (Jovernmeiit and its “ SoeieJists ” 
were determined to “aii'eet.’’ 

The whole labour sitnalioii in (hTinany wa-; 
nujst clearly illuminated by the events whieJi 
oeeurrod at the close of the period under 
review. At the end of January, lt)18, strikes 
again broke out in l^erlin and in various [larls 
of Germany but not, it is inijiortant to ob- 
serve, in the principal centres of the iniiiiitions 
industries, which lield almost entir(*ly aloof. 
This time the movement was eontinned, at any 
ra.te in Berlin, for more than a week, but tlie 
iirovernment was mainly responsible. The 
strikes wore doubtless promoted hy the Socialist 
Minority, and they were snfTieiently popular 
for the Majority leaders to hesitate about their 
attitude — or ratlier, afttT a little hesitation. 


to decide that they should assume control of 
the strikes, with a view, on the one hand, to 
improving their Socialist pn'stige, and, tin tho 
other Jiand, to gaining fresli eretiit with the 
Government by putting a speedy t'nd to th(^ 
distiirlianee of war work. .MeauwhiU* tlm 
JVade Union authori(i(‘s fm-mally declared 
their “ lu'ulrality ’’ whieli meant, that then' 
would be no “strike pay,” aiul that [wolonged 
(•(‘ssation of work would In* impossibit*. In 
Bava^il^, a.nd even Cjt Gologia*, for i‘xam|)le, 
the authoritii's gladly at*et‘[ited the Socialist 
letulers’ hel|), and t'asily arrangt'd matters. 
Berlin, however, [inTt'rred to give a dis[)lay of 
militarist “ firmness.” 'Die Glnineellor and 
other Ministers retiis('d to ri'ceive deputations, 
the [loliee eloseil the strik(‘rs' li(*ad([uart(‘rs and 
drove* them into tin* stn'ct, and tin* utmost 
ruthlessness was sliow'ii in su[)[)n‘s.sing su(*h 
sligiit disord(‘rs as w'(*n‘ tin* natiiral n'.ailts. 
Gonsecpiently tin* whole* trouble was f[uito 
iiiiueeessarily pre)l(mg(*d, and was ( riiimphaidly 
eneloel by tho jnaehine‘ry of martial law. Once 
more the' wdiole* world rang with feiolisli storie*s 



[Ttotn “ ’ 

“JOHN BOLI.’S UNRULY DOGS” 

John Bull : “ Damn it I The more do[{s on my 
leash the less respect they seem to have for me.” 

of imjieuding revejlutiem in Germany. Once* 
more it W'as preived that (Je*rman Seieialism was 
imjnitent as well as insinee*r(*. 

Tn sei far as the strike's had a [lolitieal m<*an- 
ing, th(*y wore' due tei t he be‘lie*f that the (Je.*rman 
Government’s methexl eif negotiating with the 
Bolshc'vists at Bre'st-Litovsk was imperilling 
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TO SAVE SIIOE-I.EATHER : BOYS ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL BAREFOOTED. 


the niucli ticsirrd jXNMM*. Tmioccnt, ignorant, 
and also somn dislioiicsl, jn'oplr in Allied <*oiin- 
Irirs luvsirnod, lliordon*, to d<’(*lan; that th<5 
({«‘rinan poopli* was rxliihiting its liostility 
lo “ ann<'\a< ions and ind<*ninit.ins.’* Wliat. 
Iiapponc'd ? "I’lio (Jornian ( Jovornnu'nt and thn 
(Jt'rman militarists pursntMl tluMr course*. T1 m\v 
parleyed witii tlu* Holslmvists until a d«‘adlock 
wa^ rciichcd. 'The'ii they a^ain hurled tla^ 
(h*rman fc)rces against- Jn^lph'ss Knssia, and 
di<‘tate*d an annexationist p<*ac(‘, to tln^ d<*liglit 
of the whole (Jrrmaii ua-tion. d’lm Socialist 
rc//cn'//.s- led th<’ chorus of denunciation of the 
Hohhevists and all thcii- principle's and ai'tions, 
and Herr Kr/.heroer, chief i'lminccr of the* crisis 
and IN'jiee lh‘s»»lut ion ” of tliily, 1917, 
d<*e-larcd in Kehruary, ItHS, that t ho whole 
political operation had hecu, carrii'd out accord- 
ing to plan ! 

So much has hce'n said in earlier chapters 
ahout the de'velopnn'nt of t in* economic sit nation 
in (lermaiiy eluriiif^ tlu^ w.vr that it is not luces- 
sjiry luTe* to discuss in detail the ])rogn’ss of 
tlu* country’s privations. The* third winter 
of the war was ('xtreinely st'vere, aud snfferinj' 
w as intense*. 'I’he* hare! wcathe'r madei matte*rs 
much worse*, anel, in partie-ular, produccil a 
transport e*risis. I)iminishe*d inan-peiwer i\nd 
worn out railways me'ant sheirtagc of coal aiiel 


the* aelelition e)f eohl te) hunge'*r. Hut eluriiig 
1917 the? situat iem as re*garels fooel rewhc'el a seirl 
of de*ad le*\e*l, proph('C.ie*s that (Jeirmaiiy would 
ne)t he* able te) holel out mitil the^ newv hai‘ve*st 
we*re) ceimplete^ly falsitie>eh and, if anything 
life in rje*rmany as a wdieile* be'e-ame’s rathe'r more 
teilerable*. The) mild W'iide*r e:f 1917-18 was an 
imme'iise* bejeui to (Jermauy. HokI t}ie>ugh the 
whe.)le) situation was, the) sidTe*rings eif the 
pe*e»ple diel neit be^eome) an eflective facte)r 
which ceiulel be caj)ablo e)f ii[)se*tting the) e*alcu- 
lations of the^ Army (\)inmanel auel the) elctcr- 
ininatiein e)f t he) Ci}ove‘rume)nt. The re*sult. of t lie 
(i!e)ve*rnme‘nt ceintreil was that the burelen of 
sutYe*ring was throwm iij)on the* she)nleU*rs eif the 
poorc'st. <*lasses in the) largest, towms, wdio w'e*?e 
le*ast able to bear it , but also le)ast able) to re*be*l- 
It was the' deliberate policy of the.' (hivernnu'iit 
to preivielc first feir the Army, them for tin 
munitions anel either “war” iiielust rie's, and 
to leave the) municipal autlmrities to preiviele- 
as best the*y ce)nld for the oreliuary^ popiilatie>n 
of tile towns ; meamvhile the pow^e^r eif the 
jigrarievns always prevent eel a really exhaustive 
control of fe)od proeluction at the seiurco. in 
the winter eif 1017-18 the feiod control breike 
dejwn badly. The muni ci pal i ties were? feircce' 
themselves te? break tlio law^ anel tf) engag* 
large'ly in secret traeling -buying supplin- 
whe*rev(T, anel at whatever prices, they could 
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he obtained, and so playing into the liantls of 
the profiteers. A secret memorandum pre- 
p.ired by tlio municipar autliorities of Neukolln 
(Herlin) at tlio end of 1917 shed miicli light 
on tlie prevailing chaos. “ "I^lie same state of 
things,” it observed, “ is to be foimd, in greater 
or less degree, in ev<'ry ntunieipality and in 
♦*v(‘ry imlustrial district. A competition is 
faking place between tiie industries and the 
municipalities, arid it is ruthlessly exploited 
|>y the profiteers. The profitcM'rs hav'o the 
sp(‘cial advantage that the parties eoiu'erned 
liide their methods from one another, b<‘(‘ausc 
tliey are illegal.” 

Indeed, on<^ of tlie most remarkable dev^elop- 
nicnts was tlie general collapse of public and 
priv’^ato morality. During the fourtli winter 
of the war crime increased enormously, and 
in Herlin and most other large towns flu* police 
had to bo reinforcejl by a regular services of 
military jiatrols. Eve.rybody was trying to 
make as mucli as possilih*. out of the war, ami 
the murderers and burglars vied with the more 
li'ispectabh) j)rofiteers. The buri^aucracy bi*- 
<‘amc more and more corru|>t, the postal and 
railway s€‘r vices more and more insecure. As 
a. competent ('conomic writ(‘r, Herr Heinz 
lk>tthot‘f, wroti'> in 7hV Hilfe in .lanuary, 191S: 

'I'lui cllirf of tho rrooki'd pat hs is hrihory. 'I'liroujihout 


fipoad ari'a.*. of our ocoiioiuic life hrihory of t'niployr<“>< 
has hoooiiio ii tra<lo oustora. without whii'h 

it is iiiipossihlo to obtain oithor an order or tho d('li\ory 
of jj^oods. A socotid luothod is oiuho7./.li>m»'nt or thoft. 
] should not liko to so far as to say that i-ruhr/./.lnui'iil 
and thf'ft aro already recognized as a. trnilc custoin. hut. 
anybody can see that respect for the jiropcrty ot other... 
has hj'cn badly shaken. If a wa^on is left for a ."horl 
tinu> UMKeardcnl in tin* street t»- on tin* railway, it i., 
eerlain to la* half plinnlcnMl. (Joiisi^iinn'iits of fiaal. 
fuel, and all neccs'.ities of whieli tlnu’e is a slnutii^e arc 
r<*ckoned its “ fair ^amc.” 

The I'i'snlts of the first, four (Jermnn war 
loan issttes have already been stilt etl the 
total btiing tl, 82.7, 7110, (MM). (See \'ol. JX., 
j). .‘1st.) Tiu’i fifth loan, issiieil in September, 
IDlti, j)r()duc<*tl subseriptiotis to tlie total 
Jimonritof t.7.‘12,tMM),(MM). Th(‘. sixt h juid sevcitilh 

war loans, whieli wen* i.ssiu'd in the spring 
iirul tinliimn ot 11)17, togi'ther jiiodnet'd 
Cl,28l,.70().()()n. Thus tlu“, noiiiimil aiiioimt of 
the war lojin subscriptions from tin* In'giiining 
of the war down to tin* tMnl of 1917 wuis 
t.‘l,tid9,205,(MM). For propagaiuni piirpos(‘s gnuit 
stress w’as laid u[)on tlu* ap]»iin‘iit consolitlalioii 
of over 75 [ler cent, of the ({ernum wtir dt‘b(. 
Ibi). t‘ven in (h'rmany tln‘n‘ w«‘rt‘ a tew erities 
honest tmougb to admit the total failiin* of tin* 
Herman lhn])ire to ilevisii jiny (‘fh*ctiv<* systt‘in 
of taxation or to show* any prosjxM*! of ]mt(ing 
the tinances of the Kmjiire on )i sound Imsis ; 
ev(‘r\dhing ik‘p(‘mled oil the restoration of 
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c'pMlit by “ winning? the wjir ” ainl forciiij' 
< iM*iny to ju'ocpt (b*rin»iii conmuTC'ial 

i<»ri. M’Ik* <‘ci )tinniie rlaiis('S nf tlu* “ j>rac(^ 
ln*ati«*s witli tlif' L kraiiK; aiul with 

the Jhjishovists wcn‘ rl()(ju**iif i’liou^li. iwid 
the couciusioii of |)<*}i,c«; ” ill tlir Kast 
( .statrsuM'ii u^.ilii bc^aii 1o talk njiaiily 
(»1 flic extortion of nidcmiiil ics in tiui 
^\lst. 

It lia*^ ln'c/i seen that in the coiirsi* oi lltlti 
tlir \a.liir «»f till* niai-k (l(M-lin(Ml in laaitral 
connirio- by about .‘{It jx r cent . 'I’be tlnet nat ions 
ill I!H7 wen, ext ra-onlinary. I’Jitiy really 
(|cnri;(!c(| iiixai tlic. variations in Uie‘ military 


tliroughoiit tlio period tinder review. ConnaT:\ 
was labonrini' iueessantly, in order to thro\\ 
lier whole cfiinbined strength, finaneial, ii, 
dust rial and eonunereial, into the .scales on tin 
very <lay aftiT the conclusion of the war. 
remarkable development in 1917 was tin 
jias.sage of the Hill for the Jtostoration of tl. 
^Mercantile ^Marine. It amounted to the ilin ( i 
grant to t h(‘ ship-owning coinjianiis of tl. 
snnis ii(‘ci*ssary for rebuilding (Icnuanx > 
merehanf navy, ({ovcrnmerit rcpri s(‘!itati\ . 
candidly stated that tliis proeediir<‘ was pn 
ferred to the establishment of it. dirc'ct Stan 
mnno])oly, in ordiT to preserve the apparent 



tool) SllOK PAdH IN IIKKLIN : QUFIJH AT A MUNICIPAL POTATO DEPOT 


tori lines of (lie ^'mtrjil I’tiwers, llottoin was 
t«)uelu'd in Oetober, 1917, and there was then a 
sharp r*.'eo\fr\ as the I’esult of the sneeesses 
in Italy and tin* negotiations with Jtussia. 
'rin‘ tolktw ing int i-rcst ing t ;ibli* show’s t ht^ values 
ot till* ninrk in Holland, l>cnnun'k, and Swit- 
zei'land n‘'pcc( i\ t‘l\' ; 


Inly I I, lai t ... 
n.M .'iiii.rr :ii. 

M.ir. h :n. HUT 

« >( ioi». r :i 1. la 1 7 
NoxotnlM-r :{ 0 . laiT 
1 L* J, 1 a 1 7 


Capitalist a,,,) indnstnalist ev.iieent rations 
and lusit»ns continued on a remarkable scale 
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indepeiukaiee of the companies witli a \ icw to 
international negotiations. The legislation 
caused great activity in tlio shijibnildmg 
indn.strv, and many lanv yards w(‘re estaJi 
lished. ( {ermany protiosotl, so far from pay mg 
the piMialty of luT piracies and murders, to 
riMMimmi'iicc competition on th(‘ most advan 
lageous terms for the carrying trade ot ‘b ’ 
world ! 


As has been sliow’ii, (Jennan opinion 
whole was characterized tiuring the jiera ‘ 
under ivview by a great increase of militar 
ehanviiiisni. “ Unrestricted ” submarine ^ 
brought (lermany a host of new’ enemies, bn 
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it relieved her of the need to make further 
pretence, and, so long as the new enemies 
were unable to alter the military situation, a 
position of defiant isolation was stimulating. 
The overthrow of Jlussia, Germany’s most 
2)owerful neighbour, exercised a tn'intMidous 
oftect upon German opinion. Again, heavy 
blows were struck at Italy, one of the fornu‘r 
Allies ))y whom Germany had been deserte<l, 
and the other delinquent, Kumania, wn.s 
crushed as Ihdgium and Serbia had ]>eeu 
crushed. I’he result of it all was an intoxi- 
cating sense of power, which fouiul expn‘ssion 
in countless sclu'ines of eompiest, east and 
west', north and south. 

Th(^ i’an-German jn'otiagarula assumed (*x- 
tra.ordinary j^roportious — league's and associa- 
tions of all sorts, 2^oliticiaiLS of ev<‘ry colour, 
from (\)nser\'ative and National iJlx'ral to 
^lajority Socialist, ])nured out endlt'ss t^lans 
for a G(‘nnau ituniiuition of the^ world. '^Fho 
most riMuarkable. organization, j)erhaps, was a 
so-call(‘<l Katli(‘rland Tarty, which was lieadeMl 
by tlu'! foruK^* St'endary of Statei for tlie Navy, 
(Jraud Admiral von Tirpitz, and baeke'd by 
unlimited funds. It. was the c(‘ntr(^ of a vast 


scliome of Tan-German bribery and corruption, 
built by the Junkers and industrialists uj)on 
their luige profits from the war. They bought 
many news2)a])ers and brib(‘d many t)thers hy 
means of industrialist UKlvertisements, ainl they 
carried on a powerful pro])aganda in all ])arts 
of the country. Tlu^y advoeatiMl Gi'rman 
t‘xi)ansion and penetrati»)n in all parts of the 
world, but concentrated especially u])on tlu' 
destruction i>f Russia, the amu'xation <)f 
Jhdgium, th(' seizure of a la.rg(‘ coh>nial empire, 
and tlie overthrow of J^ritisli navuil supn^- 
maey. 

'rh«‘ whole! militarist eampaign was per- 
sisttMitly based upon idolization of Hiiulenburg 
and hudcfidorl’f, which sissumed forms ever more 
(‘xtravagiiut. Oeeasionally lla? Kaiser was 
Iwought. forward out of th<^ seclusion to which 
h<^ was relegated whent'vt'r (h‘nna,u fort uik'S 
st'cmed doubtful. J^ike, for e\a.mple. the 
])rodu(dions of a e(*rtain Iferr Max Rewi'r, 
who ill the autumn of lt)17 wa.s presented to 
tilt' public as ‘Mh(‘ G(*rma.n pot't.” Hewer's 
avowt'd ambition was to do for tlu> Kaist'i* 
what Goetiie had fa.ih‘d to do for Trt'dt'riek tho 
(h’t'at, and to pt'rpt't uati^ the life of tlu* (h'rman 
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Iiitkos ill tcrniH wortliy of Hoiiier, tlio Nortliorn 
Skaals, or tlio Hiljln ! 

1 1 i (itif'ii II 11(1 I^ii(l«‘ii(i(iriT, Afnck(*ii''Cii, tin* Haviiriaii 
|j(»ii (if Arnt'-. t}u( Ijcroc'^ in tlia air and nn lh(* .-(‘a, 
a -ccndcd like a wMcatli <»l s(ar^ uhniit onr Kaiser’ “> lifad. 
When I ■'aw liini at t Im (in-at llradiiaartcr". h<* was 
cni’irchMl liy ir«ai crn'-'C" and airmen’^' « ■ro'^sc", (la'liiiiK 
and SCI nt I ll.it I n^ <in unit'nnii'i «it f idd -j^rcy and s«mi 



[" .sini/>liiibs>mns,*’ (hi. lO, iyi7* 

“HNCJLAND^S ANSWHR TO THE POPF\S 
NOTE/’ 

John Hull: *Mt is not an Anf{cl of Peace but a 
Uevil of Death that we want to send to Germany.” 

'To look upiai t h(' IvaiMT is like* looking upon a u'ondt'rttil 
aniiinin day. 'I'liink ot (iclds and woods in ail (ht'ir 
lirown 1‘nlni'ss, wlulo up aliov*', <ai tlio (ops oi (In' 
nKUiiUains, (lu>rc is llio first lirijjilit, ckain, wliit*' snow', 
and id»o\«* tho siiow llu' lladiin^', Itluc stmny sky ol a 
wonderful day. 'riiero from (ho hand of Nat tiro, you 
ha\i' th«* faifhtul putura of tlu( Kaiser mn ho looks with 
his j^reat, hlu«', llashin^. fuit still ^ood-iiat ured, oyes 
upon a life that ha-; ripened in t iilness < if work, and Uadvs 
hlanieless mto (lie mists of the war. 

’The tall siniwv hair is partod boyishly; in fre<*ly 
eiirliiij^^ waxes it moves jis it (he s,*a wind from (lie 
Kaiser's eriioe- on the snis and at regattas were still 
plaxiiu: III It. 'I'lie torehead i. l.iroad. free jind hieh, 
and hiirnl in the h.-ld ii|) to a line wliere ludinet and 
held eap ha\e lell the liehter shadmy, 'I'liroiiyh the 
lu-owM cheeks often passes a healthy rosy eolonr. 'I’he 
bps are hiu' and liiiu. not too tull and not too tliin. and 
( he moustache is clipped smuewhat rhorter than in tinn- 
of peaei'. I hi* powerful cut ot the cheeks and an (‘iier- 
p'tie ehiii. adia-ned. however, with an attractive dimi>le, 
eompk'te this Kaiser head, beaut ilul as a jiietiin*. whieli. 
side by side with the patriarchal licads of (JharN's the 
(Jreat and Uarliarossa, will pres(>r\c for evt‘r in (lermaii 
K aiscr hist ory i • > omi j^-t lermaiuc t \ pc. 

\\ hsit Uiis n'Mijirkiihli' l^y/.ant iiu* did for tho 
Katsor, llorr Dondxirjj:. forpdftil of liis roeord 
of esjiioimijjo and iidri^iio iu Amoricji., atttMn|)tt‘d 
alauit the .sami' timo to ilo for I ho (hTiiuiii 
pooplo : 

St eadla.st iK'ss and ri^hteiaisucss are tho qualities 
which the iJernian people values in the liighe.st degree. 


wliieli it has tried to develop most thoroughly, and 
which Inivo brought it a good and honourable reputation 
ill the whole world. Tlius those arts tlo not fit us which 
enjoy high appreciation iu the wai*'— lies and decepiiou. 
ambiguity and hypocrisy, intrigue and low cunning. 
When we mak(‘ experiments in those things we suffer 
hopidcss and brutal failure. Our lies are coar.so and 
improbable, our ambiguity is pitiful .simplicity, and our 
intrigues are without salt and without grace, q’fic 
history of (he war priAcs this by a hundred examples, 
'riiat i.s the very least that must be said of our employ- 
nient of (best* immoral weapons which are foreign to om 
charactiT. 

When th«* war V»roke out and our eni'mies poured all 
lh(‘se things upon u-s like a hailstorm, and when w(* 
convinced ourselves of tin* effi'ctivcncss of such tactics, 
(hi* tactic.s rose in our estimation, and we triial to 
imitate them. Hut these tactics wdl not fit the (lermnn. 
We are rough but moral, wi' are credulous but honest, 
w(‘ are adroit but inexperienced.* 

H err Dt^rnburg’s iirticU^ was ono t)f many 
indications that tlit' Germans, having; cxhtinstcd 
cv<‘ry n'soiircc of crime tind cniiiiing; dnriii^' 
the war, were prc])aring -as a Gtirman traveller 
in Switzerland obstq’vcd — to “organize .sym- 
pathy.” When they lalktMl of “peace Ity 
undtTslanding,” 1 hoy meant a peaei^ wliieli 
would merely throw a thin veil over an aetiial 
German victory. A wt^ll-kuown Socialist 
tieputy in llie Keicdistag, Dr. Paul Lensch, 
writing in J)ie (iheke in tht^ antnmn of 11)17, 
candidly ohstTved that tlio Central Powers 
” will l)e CO unit'd tlit' victors if tJiey succeed in 
preventing any diminution in the extent of 
their former frontiers, in ktu'ping Alsaee- 
Lorraiiit', tht* (‘olonies, and ’Front and ’Friestt*, 
and in nd’nsing their (‘iit'init's any indeiimity.” 
And he addt'd : 

Tbc consc(juciic('s which such n pcaci* would Imx’c for 
khiglisli world-])owcr wo hnv(> often I'xplnincd. It 
would bo for (Jrciit Hritaiii the gr»‘att'st. dch‘at in it> 
history and (bo bogiimiug of its ruin. It is just bocausc 
]>oo]»lo in Kugland nro woll awaro of that that they an* 
resolute for the war and will hear nothing of a pt'nco b\ 
iiiulcT.'itanding. . . . For that very reason, on the other 
liand, tho (Joutral I'owcrs will and can press all the more 
persistently for such a jicacc. . . . (H'rninntf u'lll hart’ 
iron Ihr ii'ar if shr dtics not lose it, hut Kmjland will harr 
la.st thr war if shr dors nat V'in if. 

So miieli for tlio prolongt'd Gt'rman “ peatn* ' 
intrigues, which loomed so large in tht*! jxniod 
from tlu' autumn of 11)10 to Iht* spring of 11) IS. 
’FIh'v failed, ))ni German sneeesst^s in the Kast 
iiiereased German appetites and amhitions. 
and the hattleh’ for the freedom of the world 
were restimed on a still more gigjuitic scale. 

’Fhe Pope’s pn^posals for petiet^ were addressed 
from tlte Vatican, Augtist I, 1917, “ to the 
Heads of tlu^ Helligen'nt Peoples.” The 
following i.s jv translation of the French text ; — 

Since the beginning of our Pontificate, amid the 
horrors of the terrible war let loose on Europe, we 

♦From Deutsche. Politik, September 28, 1917. 
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Iiuvfi k<*p< in mind throo thin;''^ abovo all: to main- 
tain pnrfrrt impartiality towarrls all llm b<*lli^f*n*nts, 
a-i bf*<*()rnt*i birn who is th« cojumon fathrr and wlio 
with o<pial ntb'f’tion all liis (’hildrnn : to strive 
r(»H'lanlly to do to all tin* ;;n‘at«'-t po'-'^ibb* with- 

on cxci'ption of ppr-oin, wilbont di'tiiu’tion of nation- 
ality or rolif^if)!!, as is rrijoinod np<ai ns botli by tin? 
I 'rjiN'JT-^al laiw of <-liarity and by tla- ■ n[>n‘mi> s]>iritin»l 
r;iar-i. ronfi«b d to n- by Cliri-t : finallN, as onr [)ac*i- 
fyifor mi-^sion r<|nally ri*f| in i»*', to omit nothin;j[, as 
b-r a -> inij^lit bo in onr powor, that conld holp to haston 
tho ond of this ralamity, by o--ayin»4 ti> brin>^ tlio 
pooplos arai tln-ir Ibanb to inoro modorato ronnsols 
and to tho n rio «|oliborations of j»oao<‘ a poaco 
“jil't and la-.tino.” 

Whoovor ha-, tollow* d onr work dininjjc tbo t]in*o 
•la I yoar- jn-.t olap-.od has boon able easily to rooo^rnizo 
th.it, if Wo ha VO boon ovi*r-lait hfnl to onr ro.-.olvo of 
ah olnto impartiality and to onr bonofioont a(‘tion, 
wo l#a\o novor coasod to oxhori tho bolli^oront pooplos 
ami i^ovorrnnonts to rosnino thoir brot horfmod, ovon 
thonoh all that wo hav'o dono to adiiovo tin-. mo>t noblo 
aim ha- not b(‘on inado |)nblio. 

'Towards tho ond of tin* first yoi.r of war wo addros^od 
to tho nations in o(jntliot tho livoliost. oxliort at ions^ 
and pointod out. moroovor, tho path alon^ whiidi a 
poaoo, '•tabh* and liorionrablo for all, rnioht bo attainofl. 
Unfort nnatoly onr appoal was not. hoodi'd, and tho war 
wont on do.si)()rat"ly, with all it.s horrors, fiir anothor 
two yoar- ; it o\'on bocanio mon» (•ria‘l. and -.proail, on 
Inml, on .soa nay, in tin' vory air; upon dofonoiloss 
rilio^, qniot villa, ^a«s, and thoir iiiiioooiit inhabitants, 
do-olation and doalh woro soon to fall. And now nono 
can iina^ino liow tlii' snlTorin^', of all would bo inoroasod 
anil inlon-itiod woro yia. oth«>r months, nr still worso, 
othor yoars, a.ddod to this bloody trionninm. Shall, 
tlion, tho oivilizod world bo iiontdit but a fiold of iloath ? 
And ^hall Knropo, so |r|(,no,|s ami flonrisliin^. rush, as 


though driven by universal madness, towards th . 
abyss, and lend lier hand to her own .suicide ? 

Fii a situation so franj,dit with anguish, in the proM n. 
of so grave a peril, we, who have no «pociai poliii..,,] 
aim, who heed neither tlie suggestions nor tho interest 
of either of tho belligerent parties, but are impel!. 
solely by tlie fooling of our supreme duty as th** eoruiiin- 
father of the people, by tho prayers of our ohildr. i, 
whf> imiilore from ii.s inteiwention and our wor*l . , 
peace, by tho vory voiee of humanity and of rea.*M. 
we raise again a cry for peace, and rcmiw a pn*.sdii 
appt'al to those in who.‘-o hands lie the desrini**s ... 
nalion«. Hnt in order no longer to confine onrsolv* - 
to general t**rms, snob as were connselhul by eireiuii 
stances in the past, we ile.siro now to omne tlown i., 
more concrete and jinictical proposals, and to invifn 
the (Tovornments of the bellig(*ronL p**oples to agn- 
H|)on the following points, which seem a^ though tlicv 
ought to he the bas-es of a just and lasting peaeo, l.'a\ in ' 
to their chargo tho completion and tho more jireciM* 
d(*finition of those points. 

Kirst, the fundamental point, should bo that lli.- 
numil force of riglit should ivphieo llu* malorinl force ot 
arms; h'‘neo a just agreoineiit between all for th.- 
simultaneous and r<‘eiprocal diminution of arniii- 
nn‘nts,necor*ling to rules and guarantei's to be oslablislK'.l, 
to the extent necessary and sullieient for tiui mnintimam *. 
of public order in eaeli State; then, in the jilaei- ot 
armies, tho establishment of nrbilratioii with its e\alt<‘d 
pacifying function, on lines t«i la? concerted ami with 

cti' to lx ettled against .any State that sh' Id 
refuse either to submit interiia^ioiiHl qui'slions to 
arbitration or to aeei'pl its awards. 

'The supremacy of right oiie«i establi.slx'd, I(>t laeia 
obstacle be r**m()v<‘*l from th** «*hanm'ls ot commumrn- 
tion Ix'lwceii peoples, h^ ensuring, uniler rul**.s likiavi-.' 
to be laiil down, th** trm* fna'dom ami common *aijo\. 
meat of the sens. 'This w’^ould, on t Im one band, rem<t\e 
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iMJinifold uaus(‘sof ooiirtifM, and would upon on fho othor, 
tn*sh somvos of pro-ipiMity mid proirn'^s lo all. 

A'^ lo tho roparatioii of daiiuU'o and to I ho co^fs of 
war, wo soo no way to solv<< the < ion savo hy laying: 
<lown a-« a ^ouoral pniK’iplo, comploti' and rta-iprooal 
coridourttion, whicli would, iiior.'ovor, ho jii'^tiliod hy 
tho imnii'iiso honofits that would aooruo fr«jm di-- 
uinaniont. , all tho nioro, siiK.'o tho ooni inuat ion of 
Mich (•ama;;o sohdy for ooononiio roaMm-: w'ould b,* 
incoinprohoii-ihlo. Jf. in oortain oH'^os, tiu'ro oxi.st, 
1 10 VO rt hoi os-!, spooia! n*as«uis, l«'l ihoni lio woi^hod with 
jiulioo and o<piiiy. 

Ihit tho.so paci/io aoroonuMits, with tho iiiirnon^o 
:i Ivauta^jjos t hoy ontail, at*o inipos-.ihlo williout tho 
ri'oiproi-al r(‘'^tltut ion of torritori<*s udw oooiipiod. 
( ^iiusoc|U(Mil ly on tin* part, of (lorniaiiy thoro luu-t lio 
llw oouipKio ovaouation of Bolu;iuni, with a ouar.anloo 
of li(*r full ]iolitioal. military, and ooonomio indopon- 
(•■‘tico towards all I’ow'or'. whatsoovor ; lihowiso th*' 
ovaouation of Froinii torritory. On fla* part of tho 
"thor bolli;r,«ront parti<*-. thoro must l»o a .-.imilaT rosti. 
fill ion of tiio tlorman colonio.s. 

As ro;rivrds torritorial fpiosii«»ns liho tho-a at i.-siio 
holw’oon Italy and Austria, and hofw'Oiai (Jorrnany 
a id Franco, thoro is roa-.on to hopo that in oon-ijlora- 
fion of the iiniuonso advanta^^os of a lasting' poaoo with 
<li-armamont, tho jiartios in conflict w'lll examino tla-m 
'll a comiliatory sjiirit, ta'vin^ accnnnt, in tho /noasnro 
ot what is just and pos-ihlo, as w’l* havo hoforo saiil, 
"f the aspirations of the p«*oplos, and, as f'c'^*a.--i«>n 
'lay offor, co-ordin.atinuj particular interests with the 
•‘iicial woal of tho ^roat human -(xioty. 

riio snrno spirit of oquity and jiistif’o must roii^n 
f:i tho study of tlic other torritcinal and pudit ical ipiost ions, 
' 'tahly those ndatiu^ to Arnwnia, tho Halknn States, 
' id to tho territories forming part of the ancient Kini^doiii 
' ■ Poland, to which, in particular, its nohlo historical 
< ’ iditions and tho sufforiiui.s omlured, osj)ceially tlurinij; 
t'l'' present war, oii;^dit justly to a.ssuro tho sympathie.s 
oi nation.'?. 


»Sncli ai’o tin* priii 'ipal ha-os upon wdiich w’l- holio\o 
the futuri' rc.or^aui/.iil ion of ptaqilos should ho touialoil. 
'I'hoy arc such as to render impossihio a ref urn of .similar 
(‘onllii'ts, ami to prepare tho solution of the oc-aMunio 
(piestion, so important for the future and the material 
welfare of ah th" hi lli'.jenMil Slide-, i'lierefore. iu 
l.iyiii" tliiMU f)oforo yon. who {.fiiide at. this lra;2:if hour 
th<' destinies of the h<‘llij;,.i-eut luiiions, we are in-pir»d 
hy !i sw'oet hope — Ih.* hojio of sooiiiLr them aeei'ptod 
a.ml thus of st'oin^ ended at I hi* oarlu'sf moment t ’lo 
tm'rihle stni;.i; 2 le that ap|ioars inoreasins^ly a useless 
mas-aere. I'h'ery one reeoijnises, moi-eoier. tluit. on 
the one siiU* ainl on the other, the hoie'iir of arms 
is saft*. Fend, therefore, yonr <*ar to onr prayer, aeei pt 
the paternal iuxitalion that w'o aildross (o yon in the 
namo of tho l)i\’in-! I'odoomo'’, the Princ* of Po.ioo. 
'I’hink of yonr verv heavy responsihilit y hefuie (Jnd 
a,nd men ; upon vonr rosoKe- depe-id the repose and tin* 
joy of iiinumerahie families, the life ot thoilsamls of 
youlli.s, in a w'ord, the happiiie-s of the ])eoples to wimm 
it i.s yonr ahsoJiile duty to assuro these hoons. .May the 
l.ord iiista're in you decisions in accord w'llh Mis mo-| 
holy will. May Heaven ^'ranl that, in di‘se»*\im: the 
plaudits of ymir eont emp(*raries, you w'ill L’ain al-o 
for yoursclvt's the name of peacomaker-: aimaif.' tiiiiir'i 
oeneratioiis. 

,\.s for Us, closely united in pra\er ami [)enil« cce with 
all faithfn! souls who sijrjj for peac *, wa* pray that t he 
Divine Spirit ^rani you li^dil and eoiinsel. 

Tlio Prosidnit of the Utiitr-d States sent th(< 
following n'ply to the Popo ; it was juiblished 
on August dO, 1917 : — 

Every heart that has not been blinded and hardened 
by tliis terrible war must ho touched by this moving;; 
appeal of his Holiness the Pope, must feel the di;2;nily 
and force of the hiimane and ^jenerou.s motives which 
prompted it, and must fervontly wish that wo might take 
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fill) 1)1 jX'Mci' III) '(» |)i T- ua-i\ I'l y uiil. Itiif 

il wolil'l I") lolly lo l.lUo U il it iloos not in lad load to 
(la* ).;oal lio jihijium-'. (tiir rf-.|)iiii-.r mii'^t ho ha-od 
iipoti llio >|orii laoK and upon iiolliiiio oKo ; it i- not a 
moro oos'iitioii ot ai’iM-' ho do-ir<‘->; it i- a ^l.ihlo and 
oiidurniu; poaoo. d’liK .i^omn iiim>( not ho oono throu,di 
willi ai^oiiii, iind It lull a ho a iiialfi r ol‘ \ ory ^ohoi 
|iidoiiioii( w'lial will iii-'iiro ii-- .iiraiii t if. 

Ml-. Molino-.^ ill '-iihaaiioo propoxo-. tluit wo rotuiTi 
to till' (slntH.s •/no nn/r hi //inn, and that thou t lioro <am ho 
a j^onoral oondoioitioii, di -ariiianioiit, and a oonoort ot 
nation-, ha-od upon an aooo|itanoo ot t ho pnnoiplo of 
arhilration; that h\ a -itndar i-onooi'l Iroodoin ot t ho 
'.oa-. ho o-aahli'.liod ; and that tlio ( oriit orial ohiiin> ot 
Kninoo and Italy, t ho |)oiplo\iii!j prohloin-. of t ho 
IhilUan Stato-., and 1 ho ro^titnlion ot I'oland ho loft to 
Nitoli oonoiljatoi'\ ad pi .1 niont.-i a - may ho po.>-.ihh‘ in th>' 
now tonipor of ^iioh a jioaoo, diio nv'ard lioiny paid to 
t ho a -pi rat ions ol t ho pooplo-. wdio-o pohtioal fort nno-. ainl 
iillilia I toil-. \v'ill ho iii\ol\od. 

It is inanilo-.t that no part of tlii-- proLM'ainmo oan hi" 
snooo--,fnlly oarriod out iinlo-.- I ho ro-titntion of t ho 
.sfa/iis i/iio on/r liiriii-ho- a firm and --at i -taoi ory ha-.is for 
• I- I’ll'- oh|ool of till, w'ar to doli\or tho froo pooplo- 
ot tho w'orld ti'om tho monaoo and tho aotnal powor of a 
va-.t mihtary o-lahli -hniont ot)nlrt.llod hy an i rro--pnn'-il)lo 
(lo\ ornmont. w’liioh, ha\ ino sta-ndly plannod to dominato 
tho World, proi'oodod to carry tin' plan out w’ithont 
iv'^ard oithor to tho siiorod ohli^ation- ol troat> or tho 
lonj; I'-.! ahli-,ho»l praolioo'. and lonj^ ohori-hotl ju'inoipU*'- 
ot i n t I'l'nat ional a«'tion ainl honour; which olio-o it-, 
own time tor tin’ war; doli\oii’d its lilow fioro«-|y and 
NiLhlonlN ; lojipo.l lit no harri)‘r either ot law or ot 
inoroy ; -,w’opt a whole l aitinon! within tin* tide ot 
hlood. not the hlooil ot -.ohlloi'-. onl\, hut the hlooil of 
inimoont women and ohddroii uKo and of tho holplo-,- 
poor; aiol now --tainl- liallvod hut not dofoatod, tlio 
onoiny of four tilth- of the w'orld. 'flii- power i- not 
tin’ lo'rman people. It i- the rmhlo-.^ master of tho 
th’i’inan pi’oplo. It i-- no lni>ino-.-, of our- how’ that 
^roat people oaino under it- *’(Mitrol or - ulmiit toil to ii- 
tomporary /.i'-.t . to the domination of it- purpo-o ; Init 
il i- onr Im-ino,— to -oo to it that the hi-toiy of the ro-t 
of the w.irhl Is no lon^i'r loti to it- handhno. 

It) tloal With -Ill’ll a power l»y way of peace n})on the 
p’.m propo-otl hy hi- Kohno— the I'ope w'ouhl, -o far as 
wo can -eo. involve a reouporation ot tin' -tremrth ami 
reiu'wal ot tin' pohe\ ; wouhl m.iko it noeo— ary to 
ereati' a perminent ho-»ile oondanation of the nations 
iVain-t tho (leriniu [leoplo, wlio are it- in-triimont- ; 
wMuld re-uU in ahanduning the new-born Kti.s-iu to the 


lilt ri..;in‘, t ho manifold -nhtlo iiifi’rforoiioo. and tho ooi t.im 
ooiinli’r-ro\ ohilion, which would ho attempted hv .il' 
the malign influonoos to wdiiidi tho tiorman CioAoniiin in 
h.i-. of late aoouslomod tlio world, (hm peace ho ha i.l 
upon a. ro-ti(iilion of its jiow'or or n|)on any wiuil i.i 
liononr it could pledge in a. treaty of -ottlomont nnil 
aoooinmodal ion ? 

Ko-pon-ihlo stafo-moii mii-t now' o\or^w•hoto -oi , n 
tln-y never -aw' hoforo, that, no pi'ace can rest sonm K 
upon politio.al or economic rc-t riel ion.s meant to hoin tit 
some nations and eiipplo or omharras- other-, np<>n 
\indioti\o action of any .-orl, or any Kind of rovoii;.i 
or dolihorafo injury. 'I'lie meriean pooj)lo Ilim' 
.s'lCforod intolorahlo w'rongs at t ^e liand.s of tho lni])ori,il 
(lorman ( lov'ernmont , hiit thi'y do-ire no ropri-al iipoh 
the (iorman pt*o])lo, w'ho ha\e Iheinsolves suffered nil 
thing- in f hi.s war, which f hey did not ohoo-o. I Ikn 
believe fliat ])eaee .should re-t upoiillie right.-of peoph - 
not tlie rights of ( lov'ernmeiit the right- ot peopK 
great or small, weak or powT-rfnl, their oqind riglii i«' 
Iroodom and security and self-government, and to . 
participation upon tair term- in the ooononiio oppoi 
tunities of the ^vorld, the (h’rman ])eople-, of ooiir-i 
included, if they wall accept eipiality and not i 
domination. ^ 

Tho ti'.-l, therefore, of e\'ory |)hm of peace i- flu 
Is it ha-od upon the faitli of all tlio peoples in\‘>l\'d 
or merely U[)on the word of an ambit ion-; and intrigiiu. 

( lo\ ('rnmont on tho one hand and of a group ol tU' 
people- nil tlb' other? 'I’lli- l- a ti.’-t W’llieh goes to fill' i'"'! 
of the matter ; and it i- the te.-f which mu-t lie appli* d 

The jmrpo-i's of the United States in this w’ar iU' 
Know'll to the w’liole w'orld — to I'very people lo whom tl.- 
Irntli lilts been permitted to eome. d’lley do not in<'i 
to he staff'd again. We seeK no matt'iial nd\aiitaL'‘ 
liny kind. \Ve believe that tlu* inloK'rable wi'on 
flone ill thi.- war by the furious and brutal pow'or et i' > 
Imperial (Jermaii lloveriimeul ought to he j-epaii'i 
hut not at tlu' f'xpt'use of the sovereignty of any p' "!” 
— rathf'r in vindication of thf’ sovorf'igiity both of iln ■ 
that are weak and of tlio-e that are strong I’linio- 
ilaniagf'-, th«' fli-memht'rmeiit of emjiire-, the e-taM' ' 
iiu'iit of .-ehi-li and e\clu-ive economic leagiu's, we dei ■ 
inexpedient, and in the end w’orsf' than futile, no pi"! 
lia-i- for a peace of any kind, least of all for an f'luho : 
pcacf*. 'I'hat mii-t he ba.-t'tl u[)oii justice and fairiie-- i 
tile eommou rights of mankind. 

We cannot take tlie word of the presiuit nilei 
tJermtmy as a guarantee of anything that is to eic! 
unless explicitly. support e<l by such conclusive t'V'iil' 
of the w'ill and purpose of the German people thenisci ■ 
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I-, tlio othor poo[)lo« ^ tile worlil would b« justified iu 
(. (‘Cpting. Without such guarantees, treaties of sottle- 
.u'Ut, agreomonUs for disarmament, C'ovonants to set up 
iltitration in the plneo of force, territorial adj\ist- 
, tents, rcconstitiitioiis of small nations, if made with 
lie (xertuan Goveriiiuent, no man, no nation, could 
,.w <lepend on. We must await some new evidence 
t the purpose-- t)f the gn^ut peoples of the Central 
i-impires. Cod grant it may be giv’on soon, and in a 
\'av restore the coiiMdenee of ail peo[>los everywh<*re 
Ml the faith of the nations and the possibility <>f a eovi-- 
: lilted pence. 

The German Imperial ({overnment sent the 
lollowing reply, tinted from Herlin on September 
1 0 

Herr Cardinal, your Uniinenee has been good enough. 
Mith your letter of August 2, to transmit to the Kaiser 
■ nd King, my most graeiotis masti'v, the Ni>to of his 
Hdliuoss the Cope, in whieh hi- lloliiu's-., tilled with 
Mief at tho devastations of tht‘ worM war, makes an 
. Miphatic appeal for peace to tlio heads of the belli- 
^. ri iit peoples. 

rh(' Kaiser and King ha- di*igne<l t«i aecjuaint me 
,\'iih your Kniiiieiuie’s letter and to entru-1 the reply 
i> me. 

His Majesty Inis bemi following tor a eon-idernble 
iiiK' with high n'-pect and sincere gratitude his Hrdi- 
Me--’s cltorls in a spirit of true iiiqairtijdity to alleviate 
I tar as possible the sufferings of lh<‘ war and to hast<*u 
lilt* end of hostilitie-. 'I'lie Kaiser sees in the latest 
U'p of his Holiness a fresh proof of his uobh' and hiimaiu' 
'<•l•llngs, and cherishes a lively desire that for the benefit 
>t thi* eiitirt' worM the Papal ajipeal may meet with 

IlfCC'SS. 

rill' effort, of Pope Pn'iieiliif \\. to pave tin* way 
,11 an imdersl uidiiig amoim-l tlie peo|)les might the 
iioi’i' sundy reckon on a ,'ympatlietie r(‘eeplioii and 

holc-hearted support from his Maje-(y, sming that 
I lie Kaiser, since taking over the ( hn ernnuMil, ha- 
ng. irded it ns his principal au<l mo«t 'acred ta-k to 
(•le-erve the blessings ot peaet* for thi' Cerman pi'ople 
.md the worhl. In his first speech from the throiu' at 
tile opening of the (lerman Keichstag on .luiu* 2.1, IHHH, 
tlie Kaiser proiiii-(*d that lo\ »• of the Cerman Army ami 
•ii- position towards it should m van' li'inl him into the 
o'm[)tatiori to cut -hort the bi'iwfils ot p''a<*e uide— 
.ear were a neeivssiiy forced upon Us l>y an attack on 
’!i<' empire oi- it- allies. The (l.'i'inan .\rm\' -hoiild 


-afegtiard peace for us, and, shoulil peace iit N crt heles.s 
he broken, be in a po.sition to win it with honour. The 
Kaiser has, fiy his aet.s, fulfilled tho promise he then 
made in 2t» years of hapjiy rule, despiin provoealiona 
ami toiiijitatioiiH. Jn the crisis whieh led to the ])resent 
wtirUl-conflagration his Majesty’s efforts were, up to 
(he last luomeut, directed towards s«‘t(ling the eontliet 
by peaceful means. After war luul broken out. against 
his w'ish and de-ire, tho Kaiser, in eonjiinetion with 
his high allie.-’, was the first solemnly to deelan' his 
n*adiiiess to enter into peace negotiations. 

The Cerman people supported his Majesty in his 
etiieaeioiis <le-ire fur peace. (Jermany sought williin 
her national frontii'i's free de\ tdojimeiit of her spiritual 
and material ])osses-.ioti ami oiitsidei imperial ti'rritory 
imhindere<l eoinpotition with nations ««njoyiiig e(|ual 
rights and eipial osleeni. 'The free piny of forci's in I he 
world iu peai'oable wiesiliug with one another woul<l 
have led tt» the highest perfecting of the noblest human 
possession-. A ilisastrous eoneatemit ion of events in 
the year HH 1 absolutely broke off the hopeful course 
«)f development, and I run-formed Miirope into a bloody 
battle ari'iia. 

Appreeialing the iinpoilunee of I be deelaiaiion of hi-. 
Ilidii tin li III C lit In tailed ti 

-nliinit the -iigg«-l ion- I'ontaiiM'd in it to eanie-t and 
-cnipnlous examination. I'lie -peei.-d ini'M-nri- whieh 
(he tJoverninent has taken, in the ilo-Hi'-t eonta< l with 
thi' re|)resentati\ es of tive Cerm.in people, to di-ens- 
and answer the tpieslion- rni-ed pro\ e bow emne-tly 
it d(‘-ire-, in um-*m { /we/./nm/) witli the <lt>-ive of his 
Holiiu'ss, and with tiu' peace resolution adopted b\ the 
Heiehstag on duly HI. to find a praclii’al lia'i- for a 
|U-t and lasting peace. 

riie lin[H‘rial ( Jo\ eniineiii w’eleome- wifli e-peeial 
-Sinpathy the leading idea- ot the peace appeal, in 

wliieb his lloliiie,-- ch'arly e\pre— i'- hi- conviction 

that, ill the till ling the material power of arms mii-t be 
-nper.-eiled by Ha- moral power of right, ^^'e mI-<» ai'c 
• onvinei'd lliaf the -lek boily ot limnan -oeiely can only 
be heah'd b\ the loitilving monil .-trengtli of right, 

b’rom tbi-' would tollow. aeeordiiie to the \ lew of his 
Holim'ss. lh(‘ -imult ancon-, iliininution ot the armed 
forces ot all Slate-, .iiid the in-t it iitmii of obligatory 
.irbitralion in international ili.-piite-. W’e .-hare flic 

view of hi- Holine-- that delhiifc rule- and certain -ale- 
giiard- for the - im iilt a ni'ons and reciproeui limilalion ot 
.irmameiil- on land and sea ami in the aij-, a,- well a- 
lor the true tieedom ami eoTiimnnily ot the hi.jh -ea-* 
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aro tho in treatin;' whi<!h tho rmw spirit, that in 

fiiturn Khuiild provail in internal innal relations .‘^hould 
lind its first hopeful cxpro.ssion. Tho task would 
then imtnodialely arise of deeiclinj/ international diffe- 
rorUM's fif opinion as they 4*rneif4e, not by the u.so of 
mined forces, but by pr'insdiil metliods, e.-^poeially by 
way of arbitration, the ^fr<'at peace-iirodiieinj; effect 
of which wi*, tOfTt'thcr with his Holiness, fully reeoKnisw*. 
Tho Imperial ({overnment will, in this respect, support 
every propo.sal which is compatible with the vital 
interests of the (Jerman Krnpire and people, (iennnny, 
owin« to her j'l'o^fraphiral .situation and her economic 
r<'c|uircmcnfs, has to rely on peaceful interoourse \Wth 
her nciiihlxjur" and distant count rie.s. Xo people, 
tfierefore, ha < more reason than the (Jenimri people to wish 
that, instead of nnivt-rsal hatred ati^l battle, a con- 
ciliatory and frati-rnal .-pirit .should prevail between the 
nations. 

If the nations, guided by this spirit, will reco|;nize to 
their salvation that the important thinjj: is to lay more 
stress upon what unites fln'iu, than upon what .sej»aratos 
them in their relations, they will also succeed in settlinfj 
individual points of conilict which are still undeeide<l 
in sijfh a way that condititais of existence which will 
be .satisfactory to every nation will he <‘reatod, and 
tlicreby a repetition of the ^rcat w«irhl-catastroj)lie would 
appear to be impossible. Only on this condition can a 
lasting peace be founded which will [iromote a spiritual 
rappra/'ficmcot and arclnni of Imman soi'iety to economic 
|)rospcn( y. 

This serious and simiere con\’lction encoiiruf'es onr 
(sinfidence that onr emnnii's also may sec in the idinis 
submit t(>tl for consiileralion by his Holine.ss n suitable 
basis for approaching lUMircr to the preparation of a 
future peace under conditions corn'spondiii^ to tln^ 
spirit of reasonableness ami to the position of Hurope 
(d/V' Uojr I^hiropas). 

'Idio of Havtu‘itt sont- tlio following 

sojuirati' r(*|jly, <lat(‘(l frotn ^^llnic•ll on Sc'ptctn- 
Imt2I: 

Most holy Father ' Your Holiness, in 'yoiir N\ite of 
Am/ust 2^ the ennent year, addrt'ssed a solemn appeal 
to tlv howls of the ,States of the 4’onnfries at war, with 
the object, of en»lini; tlu* horrors of this feaifnl war by 
It just and histinL; peace and of re.storinj' peace (o 
the World. Your Holiness has shown me tlie high 
favour of allowing this deeply .signilieant, document to 
reach me also, for wliieli I beg to tender my nnet 

th;mUs. 

I read tin* words of your Holiness with the «leepe.sl 

emotion. In c\ ery of this \ote, dedicated to 

the preparation ot p'-ace. there spt'aks the* burning* and 
earnest zonl ot y<Mir Holine-s, as the repre-.oiitativo of 
the (h\ iiie I’r’.iK'e ot |'('ae(>, i o re^ t ore to sulYering humanity 


thn ble.«sings of peace. Tn this way yotir Holiur 
crowning in tho noblest, manner tlio work wdiich \ .,,r 
Holino.ss has sot before yourself from the first lito t 
your pontificate; namely, by all-embracing futll. ,!\ 
love and impartiality a.s far as po.ssible to shorten i,, 
horrors of this conilict of the people.s and to miti 
the sulTering.s of tho war. Your Holiues.s may rert:io,i. 
count on the everlasting thanks of all humanity fot i 
indefatigable noble work. Kvery step wdiic h \ 
Holine.ss has undertaken for the preparation of a . 
lasting and honourable for all parties has been foli.v.. ,| 
with tho most heartfelt sympatliy by me and bv I) . 
Majesty the (Jerman Kaiser and King of Prussia, anJ ,,ii 
the other Herman Federal Princes, as by the win.;. 
German people. Tllstory proves that the Gem n, 
nation, sinei* the founding of tho German ICmpiie, 
had no other and no more eager wish than to eoop. »i,i. 
in peace and honoup in tho solution of the hiu!,( i 
tasks <»f human enlt lire with all its might, and to dedn ;t, 
itself to tin* unhindered developTnent of its eeoiKin,, 
life. Nothing could lio farther from tho jieaco-le\ m.. 
(jorinau nation and its Government in pursuing iln 
task, than tho thought of an attack on other mi'a.n 
and tho effort to extend its territory l»y \ioleiici'. |',,i 
no victory and no gain of territory eoiiM in if'- 
even in the most distant degroo, connti‘;liuliinci' tlir 
fearful hoiTfirs of a war and the annihilation of etliu.i! 
and economical values necessarily eonneeted with n. 
The poli<*y of the German Kaiser and of ^ho Tniprii,i| 
Government, eondneteil in entire agrei'iiienl with ili 
German Federal (Governments, which ahvays had m 
view the preservation and assurnm*e j)f j)i'm*e olten 
lo the very limit of what was oonipatible with Gcnii.ni 
intere.sts, therefore mot alw'ays with the fullest approvil 
of the Gerinnn nation and it.s chosen representali\ i •. 
Not until (Jermany was obliged to eoiisider her \ii\ 
exisfenci* threatened, when the (Jeiman nation -an 
itself with it.s loyal allies attaeked on all sides, tint.' 
was no other ehoiei* but to fight with the exertion i.i 
all its forces for lionour, liberty, and existence. 

But oven during this iine.vampled w'ar wlii< b wa- 
for<*ed on us, nml which has now been raging foi iimi • 
than threi^ years, the Gorman (Government has ci\< ii 
nneqiiivocal proof." of Its readines.s for peace, ami. 
imh'cil, (jnite cspc<*ially by the solemn challc'iige adtlrc-'cd 
to our enemies in union wath our aPies a.-! long ago .1 
the end of the year lOKb to enter on peace negotiat ion 
If this first .serious attempt at making an (*n(l to tl ■ 
horrors of war failed, tho responsibility for the fnilni. 
falls oil our em'inies, who entirely refused to cc*ioid< f 
tho propo"al. All tho moro oarnost aio iJm wi-li. 
which f, as w’cll as tho German Kaiser, ami as well 1 
tlio w'liole (Gi rman iiatioii, cherisJi for the sncvc'-s ot :li' 
step now nndorlaki*n by your Holinc"", so that 1»> H .* 
lasting yioaco, hoiiouralile for aP partii"*, maybe* jaep.o d 
ill the interests of (he whole world. I havn* the Iiorn'm 
to .sign myself the entirely obedient son of your Hoiim 
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B y the middle of July, 1017, the* 
arrangcmient.s for thc^ AIHcmI advance* 
from thenr left flank, in whicJi British, 
French and Belgian troops were to 
cooperate, were nearing completion. J’Jic pn*- 
liminary steps wliich werc< to jireparo the way 
for the offensive advance were thiTofore Ix'gun. 

J’ho first of th<‘so was, as usual , to ovcrwhc'lm 
tlie line's to bo assaulted by artillery fire. Kor 
under modern conditions it is impossible for 
infantry to carry by frontal attack tlic enemy’s 
trenches unless the access to them has bcum 
cleared of the wire entanglements placed bc^fore 
them and his artillery fire has been largely 
diminished. Both tliese tasks need accurate 
and destructive fire. J’he modern artillery 
position is not an open one from which the 
gunner lays his gun directly on thcj target ; it 
is a covered one, defiladed from view, so that 
t he guns are not directly exposed to hostile fire. 
Cuns in sueh positions imist , to correct their 
fire, know exactly where each projectile falls. 
Forward observing positions on tlie ground 
may, if circumstances be favourable, do soiue- 
iliing to help the gun-layers. But obviously 
the number of such positions must often bo 
relatively small. The country will not always 
afford sufficient of them, and they are 
liable to be snuffed out by hostile fire. But 
in the aviator modem artillery possesses a 
coadjutor who is far better than any groundling 
Voi. XV.— Part 192 


observer. The man in tlu* jw'roplane has a 
purview which embraces a wid(‘ range of 
country, and looking down on the liostile gnus 
be can note tluur position, and (wen if t hey ari' 
silent iH'arly always ascertain their emplaeij- 
ments from various indications which clctarly 
disclose them to the trained observer. He ean 
watch the fall of the shells from hiliown side’s 
guns and by wireless telegraphy s(‘iul bock in- 
formation as to range and defk'ct ion which will 
enabk^ tlie gnn-Jayers to correct thiMr aim. 

This alone will enaVile the latti'r, in the 
wonis of *Sir Douglas Haig, “ to carry out 
successfully a methodical and comprehensivo 
programme.” But bi'fon’ all this can be 
undertaken, tlie enemy’s aeroplanes must bo 
mastered to a large (extent, so os to allow our 
own fairly free passage oviT the hostile lines. 
This task w'as snceessfiilly accomyilishiHl, and 
so effective did it make our fire that the 
(lennans commenced to draw many of their 
guns back to more retired posit, ions of greater 
safety. And it must be remembered that 
every retirement of this kind reduces the 
efficacy of the fire of the guns, for they cannot 
so well act in support of their infantry from 
the inert'ased ranges. 

July 25 had been originally selected for 
tho assault. To give the opportunity to 
our airmen to locate exactly the Gi^rman new 
gun positions mid also allow time for our 
325 
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Hrtirt(?ry to bring tlioir \\(‘aj)oiiK to oIosit, and 
tfi(‘n*foni tnoro cffofti vc, ningj-s, ii (l(‘lny of 
tlino <lnys was gnuifcd. Hut 
(lillifnltios aroso in ])i'inLnng soino of llio 
arlillory forward, and for days 

visibility was so bad as to inlrrtVrc materially 
with aerial obserxat ion. d'he opening day for 
the infantry was tln'ndnn* postponed till tlii^ 
Itlst. During this time tlx* I'luuny was freely 
Huhjeeted to raids and to extensivi- gas attaeks. 

Ofi .Inly -T our airmen engaged till dark in 
very earijest fighting an<l obtaiiKsl iiiimy 
Hue<’es.ses With a loss to ourselv«‘s of o!il\' 


railways, and an annnimition depot were* sik . 
eessfiilly bombed. July 29 was not favonrahl, 
t(j work in the air after 10 a.m., w hen a seven 
and sudden thunderstorm pr(*vented furili -t 
flying. Xevertlieless, four (lerman aeroplanes. 
wt‘re shot down ami tw'o others were s(‘en t<. 
fall out of eontrol. Hut many of our avnit h 
were caught in the storm and six of our machine . 
failed to return, of wdiieh four owed their hilr 
to the weatluT. Tie nc*xt day there wa,-. 
owing to atmospheric conditions, very little 
work done in the air. Still, on the whole, we 
ha.<l account (‘(1 for h7 aeroplanes and 29 ohser 



[Delgian official t>hntof[ra[)>i. 
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three machines, li) (»f the (i('rmans were driven 
hea»llong to tin* ground and !(> more were seen 
to des(*(aid out of control. During the night 
important railway stations and two aerodromes 
were bombed. During daylight a number of 
bombing raids wore carried out and much 
phot ographie and obst'rving work for the artillery 
aecom]>lished. The aerial (M)mbat w as continued 
without interruption. Sixteen of the enemy’s 
aeroplaines and two observation balloons were 
di'st roved amd 14 more driven to t lie ground out 
of eontrol. On the otlier hand, 13 »»f our 
machines failed to come hawk. During the 
night opt'rations were carried on behind the 
C*ermavn lines. An a^erodriune. two importaint 


v.ition ba^lloons, incurring a loss of 22 of out 
ow n mawhiims. 

Raiids a^l.so had been continuously amd 
suceessfidly carried on during the period o' 
])relimina«’y bondiardinent. On July 
the (lerumu heaulfjuarters rej)ort(*d thai 
the artillery tiro htvd increased to the gri'aite*-’ 
intensity. ITnder its cover on the pn*vi«)i' 
day four British ra\.ids brought in 114 prisoner 
On the 2oth further raids at mauiy point 
brought ai considerable number mot' 

Agaviist this the (.lermans could only set off t h' 
caiptuix* of i\ few aidvanced posts on Tntantr> 
Hilljcavstof Monchy. The 2()th was marked h.N' 
a successful raid near Armontieres and tli' 
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frtpturo of La ILisso V'illc’! near Warnoton, in 
which 29 prisoners were taken. Ihit a eoiinter- 
attaek of tlio ( Jerinans against tlu^ las! iuuiumI 
point compelled our adva-rieetl detaeluiients to 
retire to their old ]a)sitious. ''the villa^^t* was 
iK)t definitely ea])tured hy us until tlu‘ forward 
movement of the .‘Ust. On the 27th and 2Sth 
there was considerable Hritish raiding activity, 
especially around ^"pres and in the Hindtuibiir^ 
lino HoutJi of tlie Scarpe. Xi'ar Uoeux: .‘kt 
prisoners wen‘ <*aptui‘(*d. Altoi^ether in the 
iKMghbourhood of Vpres o\<‘r 209 (h*rman 
|)risoners wen* taken during the \\e<*k. July 29 
saw a raid near the hei^ian eoa-t and some 
patrol i‘ncount(‘rs near Arras. The minor 
<,)perations w(*re slacking off to ma.ke room for 
the great i‘ndeav^our whicJi was to bei^in on 
July Jl. 

During tlu* jtreliminary measures, careful 
observation was kept on tiu* (jlerinans h^st 
th(‘y should endeavour to withdraw to a rear 
ward position before the; Alli(‘s liad deliven*d 
lh(*ir stroke agaijist their front, liiu*. Th<‘ 
o})ject <^f the Alli<Ml ( ’oinmanders was not 
luen^ly to occupy an abn.ndoned position but to 
kill and captures the (‘n<*my in it bi’fore he coukl 
eva.d(* the blow. 

On July 27 it w.is (|iscov(M'(nl that he Juwl 
given up a portion of his forwa.rd d(‘fenccs 
opposite th(' northern i‘nd of the Kifth Army 
front and behind t he Yser Canal, either b«*cause 
tiu'y atforded but feeble shelter from <air 
artillere or heeiMis<‘ he fear<*d t lia,< we acre 


agiun g<»ing t») move our airmies against him. 
British (Juards and French troops were there* 
fore push(*d forwaid ovt'i* tlu* c;uial and took 
firm hold of tlu* eiuMuy's first lint* anti its 
su])port treneht's on a frt»nt of a.bout J. 009 yards 
t*ast iMid nortli of Boesinght*. J'ht* (German 
eountt'r a.ttacks all fa.iled aiul our tr(H)ps wt‘.n' 
ablt* tluring th»* night to compl(‘te 17 britiges 
over tilt* eaual, which rt‘ndt‘n'<l it t'asy t<‘ 
rt‘inforc«^ our troops holding tin* newly eon- 
(pu'i-ed posit it>n and gn*a.tly simplifit'tl an\ 
furtlH*r a,(l\auee, ensuring the ea.sv passagt^ of 
t he 4‘a.nal. w hieh Inid hithi'iit* been a ft)rmidabl4* 
obsta.cU‘. 

'riu' (terinan lines at- tlu* section to lu* 
at 1 aicked vi/.., from tlu* vail ley of 1 he Lys ai-cross 
tint t‘aistt‘rn slopi's of tlu* Mt'ssint's-Wytschawite 
ritigi* to tlu* Vst'r ejuuil. av (list aiiu't* roughly of 15 
miles wert* mt)st ly constructed on ai dit‘ft*rent 
system frtan f had with which our Irtuaps haul 
hith(‘rto Jiatd to tlt*ai.l. J'lu* result, of f hcf fighting 
during 1910 aind the first six months aaf 1917 
wais held by t h<‘ ( Jt rnmns to proxf; the* viilruM*- 
jibility of tht* mt*thod of plat-cing Ihtdr dug-outs 
for tlu* garrisons of the frf>nt- tn‘nclu's inune- 
diadely under f lu* paraipets. One of t\vo thingas 
eonstaintly haipp(‘iu*d ; (uflu'i* f lu'y w«w<* <h!,s* 
troya‘d by the fareliminai.ry artillery tin* when 
not <l»‘<*p down, oi’, if tlu*\" were n<»t, they 
fornuul alien* traps for the men, who ofta'ii W'oiild 
not (‘onu* out of tlu*m to man t hc! paraipt'ts aiual 
w'4'n'! sub.se(|uenl ly laiken prisoners. Nothing 
IS more (‘oniinon in tlu* description of our 
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r-ssaults than tho aftrount of some* dug-out 
irom wliicli part (jf the garrison cam-* out with 
heaids up whilr^ the rest who did not surn'iider 
were de.slroyc‘d hy hornhs llirown down tunong 
them. 

Tfie dedturtions nnvle troin tlieir experienct* 
})y the (jlerman ( ’ominiMiders were embodied in 
an Army Onler pii})lished on .lime .3d. It 
heg.ni hy laying down as a general principle 
tliat the value of the d«‘fenees dej)ended largely 
on success of the precautions taken to cover 
lh<*m from otiservation, esjs-eially liy t h<‘ hostile 
aviators. In placid of tie* old sysltiurof con- 
tinuous lines whi<'h clearly marked out tlie 
p(>sition, it was laid down that t lie ground hehl 
should he organized in a <lcep zom* of st‘v(‘ral 
lines, the most aflva.n<-ed of whieli was to hi* 
hrolvcn up into Sections with spaei‘s lictween 
them. If wa.s to he based on the sIk*!! erati'i's 
<»r other nnoht rnsi\-e eo\er, a.l‘lording little 
(•(‘litres of resista.nee, in which wen* enseone(‘d a 
few mi'll with maehine-gniis.* It. was tliought 
that these were not so open to view as a tri'iieli 
liiii*, a.nd lieing disposed more or less eheipier- 
wise would form a mimhei* of points from whieli 
not only direct hut also a flanking lire could he 
hronghi to hear on hostile troops attempting to 

III (liTiiwi ‘<l 'l’ri<ht<Ti»<‘-t< 

Irr tii'.sl'.. 


penetrate between them. These organizations 
might bo I'xtendod to a depth of a thousand to 
two thousand yards. 'Fhe front of this portion 
of the (ierman position was to bo covered by a 
continuous and jjowerful wire entaiiglomeiit of 
irregular form, and this was also constructed 
in parts of t he line of defence in directions 
mori* or less ])er])endicular to the front, so as 
to check troops breaking through the front 
ol>s(acl(‘ and compel them to move in directions 
in which they would be exposed to fire. Any 
exi.sting shelters were to be made use of to 
cover infantry intended to act as sujiports or 
to be used for coiinter-at lacks. Where no 
shelters were available these troops were to 
find cover in shell erater.'r, w^oods, and hollows, 
or in any place which w'onld give them cover 
from vi(*w. 

'^rhe (lennans appear at this time to havi* 
made the discovery known in I']ngland since the 
War of 1870 that villages were not suitable for 
obstinate defenee. They form easily visihl<* 
targets, while their eomparat i vely solid striu* 
tured houses of brick or stone an* excellent for 
ensuring the Imrsts of high explosive sh(*lls witl. 
percussion fiisi's. Th(' (lennans hopi'd that 
their advaiK't^d line of defended shell craters 
would serve to split up the Allies’ assaults mid 
render easy the eoneentraliou of counter- 
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jiitjicks against, tlio divick'd pn-rly. Hut it did 
not constitvito tiu'ir main lin<* of n*si stance'. 
'Phis was to bo (•om[)oscd of at least tliree lines 
nf eontimions treuehes roughly about 500 yards 
(u- soniewliat h'ss ape.rt, (‘slablished \\’lu*nev(‘r 
possible' orj the re'V't'rse* slope* of the* ere*st. line* 
(iccupie'd by the advanee*d line*. 'Phe^ front, of 
tin* wliole e)f thi.s organization was to be* pro- 
li'(‘te*el by a de*e‘p and powe'rful wire* e*ntangle- 
nient witli intervals he*re and the*r(' to eillow the* 
r(’se*rvcs to cenne up through them for eounte-r- 
ill tack. Of the^ three line's (if tn'iiehi's the first 
uas only })rovide*d with she'ltcrs, sheillow in 
< h}i.raete*r and at fairly wide* inte*rvals, for about 
oiie-sixth of thee garrison. In the. se*eonel and 
diini line's thee dug-outs were to lx* niorei 
numerous and mueh deejxir. This thre*e*fol<l 
line* of tre‘neh<*s for?ne*d a strong position f(.)r 
th<* troops Imleling it. anel served to eove*r the* 
eutillery statieniexl fx'hinel it. If thoiiglij 
noc(*ssary, a seeond similar position might be* 
t al)lishe^d still farther baek, in eeise the (h'rinans 
\v»Te' drive'n out of tlie^ first e)ne. This sy,ste*m 
"t dt'fenee was largely em|)loye*d in Flanele*rs 
i'lid the*re5 wore funnel seatte'red along the* 
linen lines tho.se “pill-boxes” whieli feermed 
''•'urity f(’)r maehiiie^-gims anel wliieh, so 
l"'ig tis they wore not destre3yt^d, constituted 
i'*' uiiflablo points elinicnlt to be elealt with by 
uitry alone. 

It will bo seeiii tliat tfie ntav .syste*m w^as f)ase(l 
i" 'oly on the ielea that it was not well to depend 
a flighty organized rigiei front lin(% which 
' '' erieuce showed W'as always emnihilated by 
>e ‘iilery fire, but to employ a plan which w^ould 


bre*alv up the attiu*king force wlicn it was 
i\ Ivanc'ing into se*pa.rated masses and tlieu e)vei* 
wh(*lm these by counte*r-attacks of seiperioi* 
uninlx'r be*fore* our ti*oops jiad time* to orgj;.ni/<‘ 
the* position won tor d(‘fe‘nce*. 

TJie* whole* syste'in wji.s not very siie-eessful 
and t he* r<*ason is e*leur. ()ne*e^ t he wire cut jingle* 
ments wliich e*o\’(‘re*d tlie^ lines of held crate'rs 
we're* de*stro\’ed the littk* groups in the latter 
were not likc|\’ to offor any prolong' ‘d re'si.staiiee*. 
Xumbe*rs gi\o a ft'eliug of e*onfidence anel the* 
snuill |)oi*ke ts of ine*n we*re ofteni too much 
e'ligrossed with their owti safety to ofh'r the* 
de‘te*nnine*el re*sistane*(* e*xpe*e*te*d e>f them. More* 
ove*r. the aelvaneed line* troops ha.d v<*rv little 
<*ove*r from fire^ e*\(*n if tlu*y had fair cove*r from 
vie'w, anel a hea\y shrapiml lire thrown ove'i* 
the3 zone tiny e)e*cuj)ie*eh and which was (*<*rtain 
te) bey more or l(*.ss reve‘al<*d te> tln^ vMlie*d 
artille*ry ly the observing aeroplane's and 
balleieais, gene'rally sullliee'd to take* the* h(*art 
e)ut of the *m. 

A larger projiortion of tin* advance'd liney 
garri.siui w'eis there*fore* kille*d or wounded anel in. 
fact beycamey incajnibley e)f gre*at re'sist nnee*. It 
w'as a diflicult thing for the (\)mnui.nde*rs of t ie* 
main liney to judge* wlien to se'iiel up re se'ixe's to 
<*,ounte*r-atteick ; w he*n the*y did the*y we'iey 
liafiley te,) the he*avy le)sse;s invol\’e*d in moN’ing 
over open ground. If f ln*y di<l not, the* arrival 
of the de*moralizeyd re*fug'‘e*s from the* advan<*eyd 
line diel not te*nd te» improve the tn')ra^ of tlu* 
troops wdio wltne*.sse*d tlie arrival of the* de‘feate*el 
units. (ie*n(*ral Haig’.s observation on theur 
new method of eleferice was that early in the* 
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uiitiunii tho (!erinttn-< liacl iili'efvly lufogni/i'il 
itrt failure and “ fiidoavouring to revert to 
their old practiee ()f holding their forward 
positioiiH in strength. ’ It w'as doomed to 
failure from tlu^ first beeiiust* it assumed that a 
small of the iiifaritry would suflit-t* to slop 

the a.ssaultt whereas it is et^rtain that t<» heat 
oil an attack it is jihsolutely necessary to 
employ sujMTior rifk'-pow'cr, whether this he 
obtained from rifles or maehine-guns. 



Trenches — , i-» Strong I Deep Shelters 

BerbedWireEntenglem^ ^ Pillbox 

? 0 Creters wman Supports 

V H.G.Emplacements Batteries 

CZ3 Small Shelters of advance of 

Large Shelters {cuunter^attacks 

PLAN OF (;HRMAN defensivf. 
ok(;anization 

Ah carried out in Flanders. 

The assailant, to win must driv'ti the enemy 
out t)f his position and h(>l<l it. This can only 
be «loiu' by infantry. No matter how' great 
the eft\‘<‘t of the artillery fin? is, th(‘n^ always 
comes a time wIumi tlu‘ infantry must crown the 
tire -engagement by its own i)ow'er. This can 
only lM^ done by siijierior numbers. From first 
to last in all (ighting it is, in the language of 
Sii Charles Napier, ‘‘the stern determination ti» 
close with the bayonet ” w hieh finally settles 
the issue of the tight, 'fhe theory of the 
(Germans sounds plausible because if it wen* 
successful it w'ould have been less costly in life. 
It was, liowover, a failure because men are men 


and not automata, and when our troops obtain , | 
their initial success, the counter-attacks wm. 
rarely strong enough to stop them, n'j, . 
assaulting troops had the advantage of fjj.f 
blood and w’ere, to use a colloquialism, “ buekt ii 
up ” by it ; the counter-attacking troops had |.i 
retrieve a defeat and w^ere therefore not so 
eager in the fray and w’ere often employed t«.., 
late to do much good. It requires a very wis,* 
Commander to feel the pulse of battle so aecu 
rately as to be able to seize the exact psycho 
logical moment to i)ass from tlie flefensive to tin 
offensive.* 

'I‘he sketch given h(»rewath shows the arraui;,.- 
ment of the position for dcfenc(» theoretically. 
It will be observed that not all the shell crat(Ts 
w'ere garrisoned. When unoccupied they \\»rc 
usually girdled with entanglements of harbcil 
w'ire to render it impossible for the attacking 
lrooj)s to find shelter in them. Local sup])()rts 
were kept close up, available at once to deal 
with the on-coming assailants. Other reservjs 
(not shown on the map) were kept fartlujr hack. 
Briefly put, tho organization was in depth to 
allow of repeated counter-attacks, on which tin 
main strength of the defence w^as to rest. It 
w'e*s also intended to hide an much as possihlf 
from our aviators the position hold by distin 
guishing its front elements as little as possible 
from th<^ aspect of No Man’s Land. 

'Phe “ pill-box,” of w^hich mention luis 
already been hukIo in Chapters CCIX. atnl 
C(!.XXIV., was destined to play a mucli larger 
part in Flanders than it had in previous opi'm 
tioiis. Ill a country where wafer was fouinl so 
elost* to the surfa(!e, deep trench»*s were \«‘rv 
often impossible, and the flanking eonstructior)< 
wliich wiTo so constantly seen on tlie ri<lgcv 
near the Anere could not lie const nu t cd. 
Jiecoursc* was therefore had t.o fh(^ s()-<*ji11ciI 
pill-box, a structure of couc*rete (some ot 
reinforced concrete), with wide liorizontal l«»o)i 
holes, wdiioh swept the ground to the front }ni<l 
to tho sides. Of considerable thickness on 
sides liable to attack, and wMth soil drawn up 
almost to the level of the loopholes, they foriu* '! 
scarcely visible objects which were diflienh i"> 
the artillery to hit. Their domed roots w<>ui<l 
ilellect many shells. au<l although it was li ** 
that a direct hit from a large shell w ' I 
d<*molish them or sometimes overt.urn ti- f' 
when .small, .still shells of .small calil)»“ '* 
very little effect on the larger structures. 

♦ The grcHfeKt exponent of this difficult 
<*j>ertttiou was undoubtedly tho Duke of WolJingt''-- 
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GERMAN CONCRETE “PIU-BOX” IN FLANDERS, WITH NARROW HORIZONTAL 
LOOP-HOLE GIVING A WIDE FIELD OF FIRE. 


Uut another j)()in(. militated against, tliese 
♦•reetions \nz., that even the garrisons of 
llie larger, wlien t*x[)()se(l to r<‘ally heavy 
artillery, were, when still alive, often t<Tribl;v' 
demoralized by the Jieavy eoneussions of 
the impinging shells. In tlie sinaller strne- 
tures they suffered more than in the 
l>igg(‘r. The high <^xplosive siwlls infiieteil 
"iich terrilde blows that the garrisons were, 
after a prolonged period of snec^essive hits, so 
Miinerved that they could no longer work their 
maehine-guiis and were often found lying about 
NNith expressionless faces, bleeding from nos<‘ 
and ears. 


The plan of one of the largm* struetun^s is 
given b(‘low. 

In ])rac*tice the pill-lioxes wcni not found to 
Ih* so impr(‘gnable as the (JcTinans ho))ed. 
'rhey were often ])ut out of action by artillery 
(ire and w(*r('. not v(Ty iliflicult. to capture by 
parties of good marksmen, sta.lking them and 
keeping up an a<‘ciirate and rapid rifle-fire on 
the loopholes,, while others worked round to the 
rear ami bomix'd through tlw^ bolt. hoh*s 
proviikxl in t-liem. Ibit they had to be taken 
when so placed that they flanked (he British 
lines of ajiproach as tlu^y stopped the> advance, 
til! this was done. On the other hand, when tlu^ 
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MAP OF THE COUNTRY AROUND YPRES. 



YPRKS IN 1917. 
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CUTinaii couiiter-attacks (.‘anH' up, the ai*curato 
tiro of llu' Hritisli infantry constantly t<>M 
>\'ith siifli c‘ff»'ct that, tlu'ir fonnal.ions \vcr(‘ 
<lissolve(l aiul IxailcTi hack Ix'fori' tlicy \vcn‘ 
abl(^ to close, and tliis, to{j, often without tlic 
aid of an artillery barrap\ 

Tht^ (,lerina.n artilh'iy w'hs also reorgamV.cd to 
meet the mwv jiiethods. XumlxTs of emplac(‘- 
ments wc'n* constructi'd in addition to those 
l^rimarily occoj)ied by the ^uum, to which the 
latter could be moved (luring the lij^hting, or 
which s(‘rved for batt<‘ries brought up from the 
rear. 

d’lu* proport ion'< of t h(‘ various guns iMuployed 
were approximately as follows : 


Ilousn (Ml 'ri{A(!T(Mi R \'rn:iui:s. 

Per eeiil 

ITi om. hi>wit 

. . . .32 

2 1 <Mii. morl ill's 

. . . 20 

10 e»u. guns ... 

17 

J2 em 

:i 

l.‘l cm. ,, 

t 

1.3 em 


Position H vttkiuks. 

1.3 em. Ik evil 

.3:1 

21 riKtrliir... 

20 

10 em. gmis 

s 

12 em. ,, 

8 

i:i ern 


1.3 em. 

... 10 

L(jno IlANon nvi riiuirs. 

Kowit /.ws or morf Ill's 

23 

(he.is ... 

... 75 


It wdll ]^e observed Iiow' large a proportion f)f 
tlie first two categories consists of 1/3 cm. (5 J) in.) 
howitzers, wdiich liavc so often come into notice. 
It fires combiic*d shell, /.c., one w hich, to sf>me 
extcint. ])lays the part of both shrapnel an<l high 
explosive common shell. Of t.h(^ hnig range 
batteries no such precise details can be given ; 
they w’ero composed of many descriptions of 
heavy weap<)ns up to those of Iti-in. calibre. 

For each 1,000 yards of front to bo defended 
the High Command shouhl have Iiad at its dis- 
posal an average of between five and stw'cn 
batteries for Imrrage purposew, s(*veral of fhc.se. 


it po.ssibh', b<‘ir)g eom))os<'d of lienay guns, and 
b<‘lwtM‘n four end six iuNivy l)a.tt('ries (one or 
two of which, at hsist, w'cn' tc) })r. long-rungo 
gun ba.tterics), for purposes olln'r than that of 
I ho })arra.g{‘. 'This w ()rk<‘(l out- nt. a)>out ont> 
gun to every 2(t yunls. 'The front given to the 
infa-ntry division (rougiily I0,(M)() men) w'n,s 
ono of :?,.‘)0() to .‘kodO yards, m* bid w fcn t hr(*e and 
four nu‘u p(‘r ya.rd for aetivt^ (h'fensive purp< ses. 

The duti(‘s of (Jeruum artillery W'(‘re detiuc'd 
a.‘< follows wluMi an attack was antieipati*d : 

( 1 > ( t fi*\' work 1 lii imicliniil t })(' o) t Im 

art illory j)r»-)>arat i<»n. 

(' 2 ) SnijUM^ liri' ovrry diininc tin- carin' pariod on 

road'', radway*', camps, «‘lc. 

(.’1) Oti 1h<* Iasi hid one before llic siijiposcd day 

of the atla<*k lu'a^y tire of ^^as .sludls on ccrlain j^roiip-; of 
haUcri*'-!. 

(I) On 1 1)0 iiiorniiai i>t tla* altack very hcM\'v coimtcr- 
])rcparal io)» lire l\>r hall an lionr t>n 1 la* irciicla's where 
the altaekiii^ troops Avere a^-emhled. 

In the eiis<‘ of the fighting in Klanders t h<» 
( Jt'rman praeti<*(* did not. come »jp to (lerman 
theory : they failed to hold our ba.tt( ries, which 
o]>tamed a distinct suj)eriority a.nd k«*t)t. down 
by' their fire that of their op[)on(‘nts. 

In the following pages tlie d(*s(a’ipiionM giv<‘n 
will show th(‘ (h*rina.n system nnd(‘r tla^ test 
(d’ a.etion. 

TIh* total front to a.t tacked })y tia* Allies 
nu'asnred sona^ 15 miles, and streteluvl from I h(^ 
River Lys <»j)p(isile( I )eiilenient. ttorthwards to 
Steenstraat. Rut. the whole of tliis liiu^ wr-s 
not <*.(pially strongly attacked; tla^ maui 
assault was the task allotted to tdu? h^iftli Army 
along the lint^ from the Zilhdx’ke Zaudvoordo 
road to R(H‘singh(i inelusiva^. d’his front 
m<‘asured seven and a Inilf mil(‘s, and to dtad 
with it (haieral Sir Utibert (iougli, w’lio com- 
manded tlu^ Fifth Army, w’as given four Army 
Corps -viz., th(^ XIVth, tlie XVllltli, tlio 
XIXth atid the Ilnd. 
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Horn on Aiigunt 12, 1870, Sir Hubert was 
turning 47 years of age. He (;aine of a fighting 
family, the most illustrious iiK^mher of whom 
Jiad been Field-Marshal Viseount (hmgh, 
th(i IVuiinsiilar vehTan and ef)nfjneror of the 
I'unjah. He himself was flic eldest son of 



[Otjiiiiil i}fivto^'’aph. 

THE KIN(; OF THE BELGIANS AND 
GENERAL GOUGH 


At the entrance of an old (lerman du^-out. 

<h‘iieral Sir (’harles .lolm Stanley (Jough, an 
eminent- Anglo-Indian soldi(‘r who had fought 
in the Sikh ar of IS4S 0 at the <U*s|)erately 
eontested Rat ties of ( Miillianwallah and ( loojerat , 
and who in the Indian Mutiny had gaineil tia* 
V.(\, ser\’ed in the trenehes ht'fon' Ih'lhi and 
assisted at tlie eaptun* (»f Lucknow. Siihse- 
ijiuMitly Sir (’harK's (inugh had distinguished 
himself in tiv' Rliootim Kxpedition of IStU o 
ami the Afghati War of 1878 80. Kdueated 
at Ft on. Sir Hu})ert, like Ids lirother dohn, 
ado))ted his fafln*r s prote.s.sion. Having pikssed 
through Sandluirst, he joined the Itith Laneers 
ill 1880. It was natural that he should he a 
cavalryman. His father in the Iialian Mutiny 
had won tlie V.C. for leading two daring 


cavalry charges and engaging in personal 
(M)mhat with the leaders of tho rebel horsemen. 
Appropriately enough, Sir Hubert first saw 
service in the fielfl in India. Promoted 
Captain in 1894 ho was attached to Brigadier- 
tJeneral Caselee, commanding the 2nd Brigades 
f)f tlie 1st Division of the Pirah Field Force 
<hiring tho eampa'gn of 1897-8. He was 
pre.sent at the capture of the) Sarnpagha and 
Arlianga Passes and in the op(;rations against 
the Kliani Khe^l ChainkauiH and the Afridis 
of tho Bazar Valley. 

When the South African War broke out,' 
Cough, still a captain, proceeded to the seat 
of Avar as a Special Service Officer. He took 
part in tJie actions of Colenso and Spion Ko[). 
A few days after Biiller's failure at the last- 
named position, Cough was given tho com- 
mand of a rt'gimcnt of Mounted Infantry, 
lie fought in the actions of Vaal Kranz, the 
'Piigcla H('ights, and Pieti^’.s Hill. Scouting 
ahead ()f Dundonald ho was one of the first to 
enter Ladysmith when it A\'as relieved. Suh- 
seciuently ho aceompaniod Bull(*r in his advance* 
t hrough Natal. He and his mounted infantry 
were t'ugagod in. tlu' aedions of Laing’s Nek 
(June ()-9, 1900), and of AH'snau's Nek two 
days lat<‘r, wliieh kul to our forces from Natal 
entering the Transvaal a we(‘k after Rolierts 
had <»eeupied Pretoria. At the hegiririing of 
1991 Cough's mounted infantry, 289 strorig, 
lormed })ait of Brigadit'r-Ceneral DartiK^lTs 
eoliiimi, one of the live eolurniis operating 
under Fn*neh against Botha in the Eastern 
d'ransvaal. iiu^reasc'd to 999, his regiment in 
tlie Hiumner was attached to Colonel Bullocks 
eohimn. During September he was brouglit 
laiek by Ceueral Lyttelton from KronsUwl 
to tlie Natal frontier at De Jager’s Drift. Al< 
this in(»ment Botha Avas threatening to make an 
ineursioii into Natal, 

On Se[)t ember 17, 1901, Gough at.tempto<l 
to surprise a ho«ly of Boers at Blood Ri\"er 
Poort. VN’lien the surpri.se seemed certain 
to succeed, lie AAas suddi'iily attacked by 509 
Boers who had lain concealed. They galloped 
ju*ro.ss the British front, gained open ground, 
Avheeled and charged down \ipou the flank 
anti rear of Cough's rigid -liand company. 
Cough lost his guns. Six officers and 38 men 
were killed or AAonnded: and six other officers 
anti 235 men AA'ere taken ])rison6)rs. “ This,’ 
tihserves Mr. Amery in The Times History of 
the War in South Africa* “ was the fil^t occasion 

♦Vol. V., pp. 340-1. 
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lOtficial photograph. 

AMMUNITION GOING UP TO THE GUNS THROUGH THE OLD GERMAN LINES 

IN FLANDERS. 


<>u which the l^oers of the Eiistern TrausvatU 
iiHOcl thoir new charging tactics with (I<5cisivo 
cfTect.” 

Gough, who hatl bccnx sev(W.ly wounded in 
the course of the campaign, was mcntioiKsI 
four tinxes in dispatches for liis stTvices ami 
received tin* Queen’s medal with live and 
King’s medal with two clasps. On returning 
iiome lu^ was appointed Hrigale-Major of th«- 
ist C’avaliy lirigade of tlie ^st Army Corps at 
Aldershot. In 1904 ho bt^camo an Tnstruct<M* 
at the Staff (College. Two years later (1907) 
ho succeetled to the command of the Kith 
Lancers. In 1911 (January 1) lie received the 
comrnimd of the 3rd Cavalry Krigado at tlu^ 
Curragh, wliere he diligently trairunl his troopers 
for the exigencies of Kuropeaii warfare*. His 
name was prominently before the public during 
the Home Rule crisis immediately preceding 
the outbreak of hostilities in August 1914. 

When the Expeditionary Force lantled in 
France Gough was at the head of his Brigade. 
During the retreat from Mons he rouhKl a 
column of German cavalry led hy the XTlUans 
of the Prussian Guard. Before the Battle of 
the Marne ho was given the command of the 
3rd and 5th Cavalry Brigades. Thencefor- 


ward his promotion wai rapid. At the Battle 
of L<xxs the 1st Corps was under him and at th»' 
Eatflo of the Somme he direcdixl flic 5th 
Army, which in May 1917 had the onerous task 
of ivssaulting, in company with Allenby’s right 
wing, th(^ enemy’s positions round Bullecourt. 

Gough’s Fifth Army was, in the operations 
now under consideration, to bo support tsl by 
General IMumer’s Second Army, composed of 
the Xth, th(? IXth and th(» Ilnd Anzae Corps. 
Its task was limited ; i(> was only to advance 
a short distance, but by doing so it would 
shield the right flank of th(^ Fifth Army, amd 
by lengthening f lu* line ut tacked by the British, 
would render it mon? dinicult for the enemy 
(o determino where the main blow was to ijo 
d(*Iiver(Hl. It would weaken the artillery fire 
against the Fifth Army by causing the (ha'inans 
to <livert jiart of it to deal with the Sccontl 
Army. 

The objective of the optaiing attack was 
intended to be |,h(» cre.st (jf tlui high ground caj^l 
of Ypres, w hich w^ould form a strong jiosition 
for the flank in subsecpu'ut opta^ations am I 
w<juld cover the bridges ovjt the Steenbeok. 
The French First Army was to advance on 
the left of the Briti.sh Fifth Army, and in <;lo8o 

192—3 




TflE TIMES HISTOItY OF THE WAB. 


i-5H0 


(Mintrtft with it, thuK protoctiiig it tVom c(>iiiih*r- 
jvttJM'k from tlio north. This op(n-atioa in- 
volv'<!(l a |jrolongc(l movomrnt oviT (iirtioult 
<;ountry ainl woiild involve the eapturc' of tin* 
whole peninsula lying l)(*tween the ^ ser Canal 
and the florxlrd country of the St. .Jansheck and 
Martjo \’a!irt. d’he atl\M.nee of the Jiritish 
Cifth and the h^’cnch h'irst Armii's was to lx* by 
a scries of Ixninds from one d<“!ined line to 
aiotlMT, iMvmg rc^'ard to the lines ot (lermiUi 
<lefcnecs and the contigurut ion of tlie grouml. 

'Idle front held by t-h(^ Frcneh befon* tin* 
attack only extended some li\o. mih‘s from tlx* 
north of Nor«ls(dioote to .lh>esingli<*. d’ho 
grournl to the north of tliis formed an impassably 
morass which ha<l been madt‘ by the Belgians 
as described in V'olume III., Clwipti'i* LX I II. 
'The paved ehauss.'o of Beninghe-Xordsehootc*- 
l)ri(^ (Jraehten ran on a bank which kept 
above th(^ water level. Into this me.rsh ran 
the Kemmellx'ck, the ^'perlee, end tlx* Martji* 
\dkart Bet\\(r*n Xordsehoote ami Maison <hi 
l*u.sseur the hostdi* lines were* eonsid(*rable 
distance apart, Ixing si'parated from oix* 
anotlx'r by ground which was mostly under 
water. At the Ma-ison du I'asseur there! was 
an outpost on tlx* (‘ast side* of the! Vser (dxnal 
connected with the wi'st biUik bv a footbridge, 
hd’oiii this point to Steenstraat tlx* hostile 
tr(*nches wen* about 2(K) to dOO yards apart. 
From Steenst ra.at. to Boisinglx* tlx* eaiudizcxl 
'S'ser, runnitig from Vpres, fornieil tlx* dividing 


line. Her(* the Cennan trenches, although 
constructed on fairly dry ground, were but 
litth* above the water level. Hence the 
parap(*ts had luul to be constructed entirolv 
M..S cpaulenients. Xoi* was it possible to con- 
struct tlx* shot-pr(X)f observ’^ation stations 
from which to regulati* the tire to the front, 
d’he position was, tlx'rcfore, tine which wa.s 
jX'culiarly liable to surj^rise. 

Facing the British attack tlx* (Town lTin(*c 
Bupprccht hail the 4th, (it h Keserve, the 
loth and the loth Bavarian Divisions, the 
drd Cuard, tlx* 2.drd Di\ ision, and seven other>, 
including the 2oth (lh*ssijMi) Division and the 
2:ir,th. 

During duly dO tlie weatlu'r, which harl 
hitherto been tine, broke. After beavv 
thund<‘r.storms in the nxirning, rain fell ahnosi 
continuously during the day, and at night 
iherc w»*„s still a slight drizzh* at intervals.* 
When the troops adva-nced tlx re was a thick 
mi.st and an overcast, ‘-ky which obscured tlx* 
landsca,p(*. At tlx* appoijitixl imxucnt tlx* 
artillery, which had died down somewhat, 
r(*doubled its fury, and a eojitinuous boinbard- 
mcsiit’ was ciirrii'd on o\ <* 1 * a long stretch of 
country by no nx‘a.ns limit(*d to the actux.l 
l(‘ng(h attacki'd. The ijice.ssant flashes aixl 
the tiri'-liglit from the bursting slx‘lls. the 
coloured rockets and ll;iri‘s thrown up by the 

* Tlicrc only one* (ino day bi'twonn .July .*iX ami 
.Vii^ust 0, ami tliiil WHS misty. 
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Ull grufAi, 

HHITISH TROOPS CROSSING A CANAL IN FLANDERS. 


riK^my l\^vi.'rishly tlrmimding n'inforc'eruoiitH, 
a j[){iN> and flickeriiif' illiiniiiiatiou ovor 
( lu‘ scoiwi. T’lu^ at tac^k was titac'd to coiimu‘iu‘t^ 
at. ten iniiiiites to four on tlie inoruiii^ of 
.fuly .‘U, but bi'forc' tlie troops started! a volley 
of oildruiiis and tliiTinit. to set them on fin? was 
diseharg(‘d against the first (h'rman line, while 
an accurate artillery ])arrjige eovt'red the 
assaulting infantry. Litth? difficulty was met 
with ill carrying tiie <U‘t’i‘iuled crat<‘rs, whieh 
i)reseuted no great ol)stacle to a d(?termjned 
attack. Occasi(»ually it was found that some 
luid ))Ocn inadv'<?rtently jiassed fiy, and tliat 
wht?n our troops liad mov(*d on th(5 macliiju?- 
gunners in them wouti tak(' the assaulting 
troo])s in n*ar. It was as a rule neither a long 
nor difficult matter t > snuff these out. 

To the north of >'pr<'s Lrencli and Britisli 
t loops carried tlie whole CJerman first line 
without a clicck, and then pusJi(?d on towards 
the enemy’s secoii'^l line in aeconlance with 
ordei*s. At this jiart of tlie line the advance 
was com])licato(l by tho Yser (’anal which 
iiad to be ])assed. But on the 27th, as w«? 
have seen, it liad become possililo to occupy 
the far bank of tho canal, and in the next 
Hvo days tin? French threw 39 and tho 
l‘higlish 17 briilges over it, many of them 
uiiiler fire. Passing ovf^r these the French, 
\it)i the British Guards and tho Welsh rogi- 
■uci.t^ i ll tlieir right, hardly hindered by tho 
wampy low-lying grountl which seriously 
hainpored the men, carried Stoenstraat and 


the German first line with little* difficulty and 
then mov(‘d forward. 'Plu? (Juai’ds aimed at 
Filki'iu and its iliTcnce to tlu? north, the Welsh 
regiments iwK'ancod against t hi* south and 
.south-west, of tin* village. 

The village of Pilkem wa-s a jiosition of 
considerable stri‘ngfh. Outside it there was a 
french 19 feet wide and 12 feet deep, with solid 
concrete shelters of a very jiowerful kind, while 
the wri'ckage of the village had been tnuis- 
formixl by concTcte into strong works which 
afforded cxaisiderable shi'Jter even from heavy 
.shells, a.nd in wJiich were collected large siijiplies 
of ammunitieii for the u.si* of tin? garrison. 
South of the village and c.oimccUxI with it 
by trenches were two advanc(*d posts known 
as (iallwit/, Farm and Macken.seu Farm. 
Fast of Pilkem was another eall(?d Zouave 
llou.se. All these points were strongly held 
and heavily fortified and their capture was 
no light task. 

The garrison of Pilkem consisted of the (hiard 
FiLsilier regiment with some other units. All 
three battalions of the Guard Fusiliers were in 
tho v'illage the first- in the front line, the. 
second in support, and the third in re.seryt! 
beliiud. They had only }>ecn in two days aigl 
were frivsli, yet tho two foremost battalions 
were completely crushtxl by our guns and by 
the Welsh attack and offered scarcely any 
resistance. The third did little better. Of the 
630 prisoners whom the Welshmen took, over 
500 were “ Cockchafers,” the nickname for tho 
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<;iuir(l Fusilier llogliuont, the n'lniiinder coining 
rliiofly from the f)th (irenadiors ami tlio lird 
battalion of t ho Lolir Kcgi incut, with a fowfroiu 
<)tlicr units. 

Two Welsh battalions, one of the Welsh 
Fusiliers, attacked from the south and souUi- 
west, while another of the Welsh r(‘giment was 
on the right of the Fusiliers. .More to left of 
this attack the Hritisli . ( luards mov'cd lo tJie 
attack of the defeneo of Filkem, springing from 
I ho north of the v'illage. The attack was ma<lc 
with great vigour, and being of a soim'what 
<‘iicircling nature, tlu^ (lermans found the 
W’^elshmen sprc*athiig rouiul tlasr thuik ami 
rear, thus - threatening their line t)f retreat. 
The ‘artillery barragt^ guided tht^ men in tin* 
s( uni -darkness. At Macrkciisen Farm t hey cap- 
tured some prisoners n.nd a large stor<^ of ammu- 
nition, rockets, W'rt'y lights, and trench mortars. 
On tlie left the W(*lsh Fusiliers, fighting along 
the soutli side of t In^ railway lim*. to Thorout, 
found som<^ r(\sistauce but <‘aptured tlu^ 

Zouave Hoiisi^ ” and took a few jirisom'rs. 
I»ut th('re was no really serious check all the 
way to Jhlkem villagi*, which was < itself cap- 
tured without great- dilliculty. 

The actual number of tlu* Ouard Fusiliers in 
action was probably about 2,400 men or a few 
more -and a fifth of its 'strength wCoS taken. 
'I'he losses in killed and w'ouud<‘d of such a 
cre.ck corps, luMit on acting up to its traditions, 
must. liav(^ been gr(*ater, and jrrobably not more 
thsm 500 or ()t)0 of the whole regiment- reine.,iiied 
upriglit at the end of the day. It was a very 
lu^jivy defeat for th(' Keaser's pets. 'Flit' 
reginu'ntal headcpia-rters also were captun'd, 
Imt the (a.)lonel an<l his staff ma.de good their 
escape. 

The British Guards engag(*d eomjrristnl 
j).irts of all th(^ fiv'(» rt^giments composing 
them. Th(\v went forward, loMiping toiK'h with 
th(‘ir countryimin on the right and with tla^ 
Krench on tlieir left. Their e, (Usance was 
cnntiiuKMl wMtIiout much hindrance, carrying 
point after point, inchiding t h<‘ defences nort h of 
Lhlkein, and capturing 000 pri.soig'rs. Thns^ 
lines of G'‘rman trench jiositions wvre takon 
and ov('ntually the line of t-lie St«*(Mibe(‘k wms 
reached. Th(^ French had kept level with onr 
men and t‘ven gone beyond th(^ /.one tlay had 
he(Mi ordensl lo take, s'‘i/ing B'xschoote and 
carrying Korlekecr Jan,w'hieli foriiKsi the jioint 
of junction w'itli the ihitish troops. The 
Welsh regiments wdiicli had takf*n Idlkem 
pusliod on to the right of the Guards on tho 


Steenbeek. The infantry wa-i supported by 
.some of our field batteries, wliieh, notwith- 
stamling tho ditticulty of the soddened 
ground, managed to eome up into line. A 
counter-attack in considcrahh^ force w^as maiU* 
against tlie nortliern j)art. of the Ste<ml)eek lim* 
ill the forenoon, but- it was driv'eii hack with 
heavy loss. 

'riiis manujuvre w as evidiuitly in aeeordam‘e 
with tlu» idea jiriw'iously alluded to, that- tlie 
soul of German (h*fenee wms to \n> found in the* 
counter-attack alter t-lu* a.-^sault ing troops had 
hecMi broken up in tlieir efforts to push through 
t lni liiu' of dt*feudiM| crati^rs. But the Allies 
had lieen allowed to pciudrate too far and tlie 
({eriuaiis dill not projierly <‘arry out- llieii* plan, 
or, w'liat- is more likely, ('(Hild not jiersuade 
their troops to do it. d’lio ({(M'liiau ollicial 
account of the lighting was that. 1 F.nglish 
Army Jinfl been repulsed, adding, liow^'vcr. Unit 
“ aftia* varying a-ud bilti'i* tiglits on a largo 
scab' the enemy, wlio attacked with superior 
forces many ranks deep, had to content himself 
wath the jio.ssessioii of a era, ter position in our 
d(‘feiisivo /.om\” This slmws that on this day 
W'e had to deal with a Gi'rman jiosition of the 
n<‘W' style. From the ea.se witli which our 
troops carried It and from the failuri' of most- of 
I In'! eouiiter-olTeiisivi's it, ma,y not unfau’ly 
dedueial that .the, systcaii \v*is not the sue,e(‘ss 
that had h(*en hop<*d for. 

ddie position gamed by t h(' Kreneh on tli<‘ h‘ft. 
of the line w.vs not- a strong oiio from tiu* 
defcnsi\a» jxaiit of vi«a\% eoiisisling largely of 
erat«*rs half full of water, any attiaiipt t-o 
<‘oimei:t w’liieli simply resiilti'd in the con- 
st nu’tinii of a liviili l. j>f li([uid mud. (haiimii 
iiicatioiis t-o tla» rear were extriiordiiiarily 
dillicult, for they bail to pass ovi‘r grtaind wdiieli 
was a largii chess-board of lioli^s, many of t hem 
wide ami some of grea-t depth. The men 
Jiolding the front had brought, provisions for 
hair days w’it h tli(*m and cont rived to make hot 
(Mjflee, which wnlli a little wine and brandy and 
th(‘ hard food served them to keep body and 
soul together. 

The Germans knew’’ the gromul, knmv how 
jioormnsthe the mwviy occnpusl craha* position, 
and thought, not unnaturally, that a strong 
tla.nk att.ic-k md^lit turn tlio Krerudi out and 
throw' h.vk tlie Allies from the St.‘(‘nhe(‘k. A 
division of the Ih'ussiivi Guard we,.-? therefore 
brought tliroii^'h tho Forest of iloutliulst, 
w'ithout bfsng informed that it was being 
taken into action. Believing that it was a 
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men* prrtctict? march the men \vt“nt forward. 
VVdiat was their surprise to learii when tlMy 
emerp'fl from the woo<l and (jould h<‘ar the roar 
of hatlli! and see its smok(^ that they were now 
to attack. As the\' nean-d t}i<‘ ]joijit wIktc^ they 
w(‘re to deploy their (M)ura^e he^an to fail, 
j'ra<l«ially tlie men slowed dowji and began to 
s<*ek refuge in any aanilahle coyer. A prisomn* 
taken from t his fore<* stated tliatinhis company 
of about. I.'it) men hardly ."iO reaeh(‘d attacking 
ilistanci*. iUid of those* who did so tlie Jiiajorily 
took refuge in slu'lldioles, only a nun*(‘ handful 
being left to attack. A eount<*r-st roke eon- 
elu<d<*d in this fashion was doomt'd to failure, 
and th(i Kreneh drove* it Inick with lo.ss and the 
ea|)ture of some* ])risone‘rs. 

In the* e*(‘ntral attae*k e)f the* Kiftli Army the 
obstaeh*s iji the jiath e>f our men we're* greatt'i* 
than e)n tin* ie*ft. ddie* grenind was more* e*ut up, 
tlie* seiil wiiis f ne*arly (*V(*rywlie*re* waterdeigge*el. 
'the* ( le*rman •ele*fe*ne*i^s from Slirewsbury Ken'est 
thre>ugli lnve*rne‘ss (\)pse* anel ( lle*ne*ors(’> W'oeiel 
we*rei streuig anel pre»te*e*le*el a gooel ele*»il frenn 
arlille*rv tire* by tln*ir positie>n. 'riie le*ft dank 
weis suppe>rte*el by thei vilhige* e)f Za.nd ve)e)rele* 
iMid the* whole* systi'in feu*me*el a formielable* 
position. It usi.s re*nde‘re*d meire* see from th'* 


filet that the rain prevented our troops from 
.se(*ing the Gorinaji movements behinel thr 
rielge, while thej same cause stopped our aviate)]' 
from making their usual re(?e:)niiai.ssauces and 
spotting feir e)ur guns. Thus, heyonei a simpt 
barrages ee>ven*ing the aelvance e)f the^ infant r\. 
e)ur iU’tillery was imt a])h^ te) render much assist 
ance eluring tJie battle, and even this noi 
jvlways. It was true that enir lieavy guns 
ke*pt uneler tiro the reiaels along which thi 
e*n<*my’s supports had to cenno up. Xever 
the*le'.ss, tliese ceaitTived to assemble behind 
this peirtieni of the fielel in* such»;nuinbe*rs. 
me)ving sle)wly ae*-re.)ss the^ Helehs, as to aecumii 
Jilted li very considerables torce^ fe)r counti'r 
attack. 

'J’he(h*rman re*sistane*e* was a eletermin(*el enn*. 
e'speu'ially in frenit of the* Inverness (\)pse i’.nd 
( llencorse We)e)el, but iji Imtli cases the (Jermans 
wesre ouste'el fre)m theur tre*nch(*s by Tcrritesriiils 
iuiel itighhmel units, the)ugh ne)t witlioiif 
strenuous ed'forts anel ce)nsiel(*rabh^ lejss. Ne)rth 
e)f ( de*ne*e.)rse* \Ve.)e)el (e>n the roael te) lh*ce*hie*re 
fre)m ^'J)res) the adviine*e was, he)wever, e'e)n- 
tiniu'el witlie)ut waiting fe)r the* fall e)f the'se* 
peiints, anel We*sthoek was tak(*n aiiel he*lel for ji, 
time*, in Shrewsbury Ke)re‘st the (‘ne‘my clung 
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IRISH UUARDS WEARING GERMAN BOOY.ARMOUR. 

Examining a captured German machine-gun. 






'/ftjli idl f^lioh'i’tul'li. 

LOOKIN(; TOWARDS INVERNFSS COPSK AND GLHNCORSH WOOD. 


lo ii* strongly orgaiii'/<'(l \vork,iior was lu* tnriuMi 
out of it till the nioriiiiig of tiu' fwxt day. 

Oil tli<‘ left of our ci'iit ?‘M-I at tack t h(‘ Hertford' 
shirt* Territorials witli otht*r troops ot tlu* saiir* 
class Itul (lu* way towards St. .) ulicii, (‘xlcudiiig 
the assault, of \\'t*lslinu*u and (liuirds aga.iiist 
Pilk(*iii and tlu^ St(*ctd)t*ck Ix'youd. Tlx* rt'g'- 
mout- pressed gallantly on towards Albert n. 
Fj*irm (ill it was brought up ]>>' an uncut wire 
entaiiglenu*nt. Fortunately a (judv had aceoin- 
]mni(*d the inovt'meiit anti it at oiiee proc(*t*dt*tl to 
flat((‘ii out the obstruetion and forced the 
t'noiny in position beliiiid it to bi.ll back on tht* 
farm itst'lf. Onet* more tlu^ tank ejime to tht> 
rt^seue, tind ])us]»ing it- w’.-iy into tlu* ta.rni soon 
induet‘tl the garrison to bolt or surrendt'r. 
Sixty prisoiieis w{*n* thy n‘sult. 'The "I’erri- 
(orials now found the way to St. .Julii*n fairly 
op(*n to them, and, [)ressing onward witli(rot)ps 
of otlitn- liattalions, captured tlu^ village. Ht'rt* 
were several (Jennan a n in. Iionn it /.ers, whieli 
fi‘ll into tlu'ir hands, anti a considerable tlump ol 
ammunition. The enemy when once he saw 
the village Avas lost tnrnetl a heavy artillery 
lire on to it , which, liesides damaging the village 
and causing consiilerable losses to our men, 
blew up an ammunition dumj), which did 
further mischief to the village and its defenders.. 


I neith'ut ally, a. gtnnl ma-ny (It'rman pristaiers 
w't*r(5 killed a.!itl wt)untlt‘tl. 

Jn spilt* of t ht* (lernuMi ba, nage the I lei*t ft)rtls 
anil tin* hilt t a.lio!»s assoeiat'tl with th(‘m 
pr»‘ssetl tm bt*yt)ntl a.gainst. anotht*r ent'ms' 
t rt*neh. In front t>l tiiis w tis a eonsitlt‘raF>U'! 
h*ngth of unetit win* pla.c(*d bt*low' the tn'iuh, 
III which wi‘re many niachint' guns. Fushing 
anti cutting thi*ir \^a.\^. pa.rt t»f tht* gallant men 
got through a,ndwt‘nt straight fta* tlm ( lernians, 
whilt) otht*rs wtirkt'tl j’ounil (ht*ir’ llaidvs: 
Finii-My 1 ht*\' capturi'tl the posit itai. W’hilt* 
some tif tht* mt'u, wht) had lost nt*a.T;ly all lh(*ir 
onieer^',se( to work (t) eoiisolitlalt^ t heir htiltling, 
othersw't*nt foi'wartl tt) rt*c(*iv(^ a further number 
of (Icrmans who he..d heltl up their hantls in 
tt)ken of sui’rt‘nili‘r. Hut tht; athanet' ha,d 
lv*t*n tc)o rapitl anti not. in sutlieit‘n( force, t htr 
(kmlvs wi*r** tpiitt* nn])rt)tt*etetl, anti sonu* 
machint*-.guns had i vi'ii gt)t in rca.r of our mt n. 
Tht* rattli* of these g,i,\ti fresh eoura,ge to tint 
(lermans the lat(*Iy taptun‘d prisoners rtists 
and struggled wnth their eapt^irs, wdiih^ fhtv 
party which hatl thniwii thtwn its arms in 
Itikt^n of surr(*!idt*r snateht'd tht*m up again 
and opent‘<l lire. Iltiwtiver, thrst* were soon 
shot dt)WiL in sullieitad- numbtTs to stop tht*ir 
endeavtnirs, while tlu^ prist)u(*r.s. wdu) had 
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[OJJuial phoK^faph 

THK THIKU HATILH OF YPKHS: A BKJ BATCH OF FlUSONFRS ON THE WAY 

TO RAILHEAD. 


Mifir ;^uai{|s won' disposed of ]>y sliot 
or l)ayoM<*l. |{ut sv si ill morn formidahh* foo 
had to ho doa>lt. with. A oonsidcralilo ooniiior- 
aM-a.ok was !od a, gainst oor luou from 

Mi<^ siipportiii)^ troops wliioli had boon brought 
up for ooimtor-attack. Il- wiis boalou off; 
blit tlio position wj’.s iiiiti*fiabl(‘, a-iid in tho 
aftoriiooii tho troops lioldiiig it. cut thoir way 
back to St. .lulion, tJioir rotn'at lioing faoili* 
iat(‘il by troo[)s siMit up to lu'lp thorn. This 
villa,gc had also to bv* al)audoiu'd o\\'iiig to llio 
HOvtM’o oimuti*r-at tacks juivl lioavy artillory tiro 
Imaight against, it. Ibit wo iiuviitaiiiod i\ 
bridgivlicad ovi'r tho Stoonbook, just uortli of 
tho v^illag*, wliioh was rotaloai on August, ,‘b 
with tho (wcoptioii of an iusiguitioaiit- portion 
of the* oasti'i’ii Olid. Tlu' prisoners taken at and 
about St. Juli(*n amounted to o\'or a tliousand, 
ill a;hlition to wliioh tho (Juards had oapturoit 
.some six hiindrod. 

\\ liik' all this was liappcniiiig lighting had 
bt'on going on to tho south of St. Julion, on tlui 
right- of tho 'rorritorials. .Ib'n* a iiumbor of 
Larioashiri' battalions ha»l advanoiMl from tho 
iioighbourhood of Wii'ltji^ against tlio CiTinan 
pexsition trom Ponimorn Castlo to tho .south, 
along tho llannobook brook. Tho dofoncos 


hor<‘ worn v'ory strong, and ba.d b(‘on l>y no 
moans <*ntiroly orush(‘d by our artillery fin*. 
Tlio ground was oxtn'mi'ly out up, undulating, 
and oovonul in parts with tlio remains of woods 
and lilM’rally endowed with ooneroto dofoni'os. 
Tlio numorous farm houses, or rathin* their 
shattered romain.s. had boon used as bases, 
and on them bad Ixjon roeonstrnetod very 
powerful redoubts. Those were protected liy 
oxtoiisive wire entangloiuonls. In mlvauee ot 
t hose points the Gornuins had, as usual, )iad a 
tirst line of shell orators and light trenohos, 
and, as usual, had boon driven out of them 
by our artillery. Hut the sujiporting points of 
this lino wore still more or loss intact, and it 
was a by no moans easy matter to deal with 
them. 

It may lioro bo well to allude especially to 
tho work dono by the tanks in aiding tho 
attack on those (kdonoos. Tho ground the'J^ 
had to traverse could not have been wor.so. 
Some of them got stuck fast in tho mud or 
booanio temporarily embedded in the Cermaii 
ilefeneos, but not until they had driven well 
beyond the first line, and even then they con- 
tinued to render valuable service to the infantry 
they supported, although they suffered soino 
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^^asiialtics ; but they had iiuinousely aulod tlio 
atlvaiice. 

Tt hivl been in.) matter to brinjx them 

ii|) into the front of aedion, wliero they took up 
their positions for the adv^anee. In jilaees the 
<Tews hatl to pilot. th<‘m in tJie darkness. They 
liad come through miles of roadside eamps 
filled with sleeping men, t hn'atling tlu'ir way in 
and out through long lines of lorries tn.king 
ammunition and stores to the front. 'Their 
pr<.)gress was not unmarked by iiieident. One 
tank tlid not notiei' some wagons standing on a 
railway siding it had to cross, and pe-ssed 
through the train as though it. had lu'en a 
sheet of ])aper, doing much damage. Aiu)th<T 
showed its strength in equally diseoneerting 
fashion. It eame upon a lorry ditched at the 
side of the road and tried to pull it out. ('hains 
were adjustetl, and th(5 tank hcavc'd slowly on. 
'The lorry was (siunging from th(‘ oo/(' wlam a 
sudd<‘n jt*rk showed that the taidv had pulled 
m‘e th(‘ forward axl(‘ of tlie lorry and the 
engine, but left th(5 rejir ha.lf still sticking ! 

Ihd. little ineidisits like lh(‘S(^ did not in any 
way diminish I h<* ardour of the taidonen or 
even much disturb those uj)on whom tlu‘y 
had acted with such vigour. At Plum Karin 


and Apple Villa, and in stronger, more elaborate 
fortified points, like the Frezenherg, Pommern 
('iistle and Pommern Kedouht, the enemy’s 
machine-gunners h(‘ld out wlaai evt'rything 
about them was chaos and d(*ath, and [)oun‘d 
volleys of bull(‘ts on our adsancing nu'n. 
Plait.oons and half-plahions jvttacke 1 them in 
<l(‘tail at a great cost of lif(\ without gaining any 
considerable success. In such cases the tanks 
rendenMl, as we shall se(‘, invaluable a.id in 
<lisposing of obstailes which infantry alone 
eouM hardly have teckhsl, and which the 
weather had pi’t'vculed tlx* artilU'ry from 
(lest roying. 

'Tht' count ly ovei- whi<*h tlu* Lancashii’c 
lads had to advam-i*, starting from W’ielt j(‘, 
against a succession of tn'iiches to the ^oiith 
of St. .Iuli(‘n and h'it of Krezenbeig. wa.s dotted 
with concret(‘ foits covering (l(‘rman machine- 
gunners. Many of these had been (U‘sti()y(‘d 
by artillc'ry tin', but. many wt*re still left. 
AVh('ix‘\'er our lin<' was ch<‘ck(‘d by machiix* 
gun tire from oiu' of them it had to be ta.k(‘n 
Ix'fon* tlx* advauci^ could j)i‘oce('d. So the 
attack became a succi's^ion of petty si(‘ges, in 
whicb our men Innl d(*\’elo])(‘d consummate 
skill and showed tin’! utmost hardihood. Some 
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times Lewis gunners would pour in sJieli a 
tire through the loopholes that the Of'rmans 
could not lire their maehiiie-gims. At others 
the same result would be ohtaim*(l by the tire 
of expert maiksmen. Then a l)ouiber would 
wriggle up u nt il Ik' reached a ])oint where the 
jimehine-guii could not hit him, and then throw 
bombs into the pill -box. Or a ])arty wouM 
contrive to get round to its r(‘a.r and throw 
bombs through the bolt holies. In this way 
two strong points were tak(“n, even wliih^ the 
assaulting num sutTcnsl fnaa the eiitilade tin* 
from anotlier fort till this was rushed and ovt*r 
a hundred prisoners taken. 

In these conditions th(‘ T^anciishire men lul l 
gone forward. Nothing stopp(‘d them foi* 
long, though they suffen'd seventy. They 
rc'ached ('a(*h ])oint of their advance within the 
time allotted them, as they went along methodi- 
cally. dduM'e W(‘re certain ])oints in the second- 
line trenclu's, strongly forliti(‘d and stoutly 
held, which were n'duc(‘(l by t Ik* first atta<‘king 
troo])s. V\\{' battt'ru's of (h'rman tieUl guns 
tired upon our uk'u until they wen* within cles** 
ra-Tige. Hut Hu* gunni'rs shot down a.’id 

our men W(‘nt through the guns iti perfect. 
ord(T just ‘as t hough on a held day. 'TIk'ii oIIvm* 
Lanccishin* in(‘n cami* along and (*arrit>d on 
th'* good w’ork, and not. only went on t-o tin* 
ultimate limit of the g(‘u"ral advance but ev’(*n 
beyond it. Some w<‘nf Ik'VoikI the St(‘eiibeek 
:«s far a.s Wurst Farm. 

It was not possible to hold tlu’se forward 
])osts. The ( Jei*ma.ns conc»‘nt rat('d a very hea\'y 
artillery liic against th(‘m and c(Minter-attacks 
in str(*ngth <l<*\'elopcd, so that it \Nas necessary 
to withdraw , but t fie witluhawal was effected 
lighting every inch of the way. As tlu; ( h‘rman 
wa-ves came* on thesti mt*n inflif'ted cajnialtios on 
th(*m fa.i* exct*(*ding their ow'ii numb<*rs. 

Jhit the* attack had e^xpi'iuh'd its forct* 
iind had its nortlK*rn flank expose'd Ivyoial 
the Hertfords* at. St. Julien. Against it the 
enemy d(*V('k)pt*<l a ])ow<*rful attack from his 
accumulated res(*i*ves. JTc'ceded by a pow'(*rful 
artilleiy hi*e the strength einjiloyed was sulh- 
cit‘nt to drive the Lancashiri* na*n back. An 
attaclvon th(*ir right was not so successful. 

At ]^)mnK'rn Castks which wtus also a,ttack'*d 
by Laiicashiri* men, the tanks did very wxOl. 
This strongly built work, with J’ommern 
Redoubt, formed one .system of defence behind 
the Hannebeek, a little south of Fortuin. 

• The H<»rtfortishiro and Harefordshirn rp^inieatu 
TorritorialH not forming pari of an infantry regiment. 


Our men were fighting hanl for tin* eastle and 
"JiifTering loss. The tanks advancing on the 
Ikimmerji group had to cross this hrook, w hich 
hatl banks of .soft, clinging iiukI. Tlu*y 
mov^ed st(‘adily on while maehine-gim 
bullets rattl(‘d on tlvir lK*ads and flanks, 
and anti-tank gnus, direet(‘d hy ohservi'is 
behind the redoubt, trii*d to get a direct hit. 
One tank, which had eli'aued up the wrt'ekage 
of a farm, came upon Pommeru Castle frotn 
the w'cst. 'The ( h*rman soldii'rs did not like 
th(* look of their visitor, which was tiring hard, 
and H(*d to tlu* eo\-er of the Pommeiii Redoubt 
beyond. The tank woiki'd its way through the 
(kistle, and the oeenpants of Pommi*rii Redoubt, 
s(‘eing a lank t hr(*al<*ning tlu'm fi-om I ho 
r(*ar, ran hack into the Castle, and actually 
retook it from our men. Rut oui* men fighting 
rouiut about (*alled to the tank to h(*l]) them; 
it eaiiK* hack, with the infant ly on its flanks, 
and made another assanli, so thal the enemy 
fled again. Rommern Rr'donht was attaeki‘d 
in the same way, with good hi'lp from tlu^ 
tank. 

'PIk* 1 1 ighla.nd('rs a,ttack(*d somewhat farthi'r 
south than the* Lan(*ashin* battalions. 'Phey 
also had in front of them well fortiiieil farms, 
woods, and eoner(*l(* d(*fences of (‘\'ery kind. 
\t OIK* of th(‘.S(* th(* men holding it- in front, 
got round l)(‘liind. and so broke in. At anothei* 
the bayonet ser\<'d tlu* purp<».se. 'Pheri* was 
OIK' farm w ln'i e I he Seot siiK'H g(»t 1 .‘Ih iimvoiuidi'd 
prisoiK'i'.s. 'Plui Seolsmen still pi‘ess(*d on, hut. 
ev(*ntually, owing to the forward ino\’<*mcnt. 
of tin* Lancashire nK*n l(*a\'ing a gap on th«*ii* 
right, they liad to l•ctire Indore a C(*rniari 
attack delivered against it. Ilow'cver, they 
fought their way up to 1 Ik* h’re/.(*nl)erg R<*doiiht, 
eomiiig uijd(*i* a blast of machine-gun tire- from 
a iieighbonring farm until they captured its 
garrison and t hi*n tliey w<*nt against two other 
(lerman rc'doulits. 

'Pw’o tanks which had bet'u aiding th(*a(lvane<' 
IukI the. misfortune to get, stuck in soft ground 
near Fre/enherg. Relieving they were helple.ss 
tlie Cermans tried to capture thi*m, hnt the 
tanks iuriKMl all their guns on the, lira' of 
grey figun's moving lowards tln*m, and, 
Sirottish infantry eomiiig up, tliii eomhineil 
<*fteet of cold steel and liri* lM*at hack thi* 
t'lic'iny. 'Paiiks more than once w(*re brought 
to a standstill on such ground, and on several 
occasions thi'ir crews brought out the machine- 
guns into the ojh'u and used them against the 
enemy. 
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A SCENE ON CAPTURED GROUND NEAR HOOGE, 


'Tin* Scottisii troops h«»lnw th(‘ liUu^^oinarck- 
Xomi(‘))ol\o load wtMt' atlackod in lli<‘ at't('r- 
noon and tla'ir liiu' of ad\ anc('d posts gradually 
w itlidiow'. At. six o'clock, after a furious 
machiiK'-jjjun lire, tli(‘ enemy slight ly jxnie- 
tra.led the lifie, driving the Scots l)aek a. 
hnndrt'd yards; but a l)ody of the* CatiK'ron 
Highland«Ms ( anu* up and the sight of tin* iu*\v 
nn'n made tiu' (Jeiinans liesitati'. d’laai tin* 
t'amerons went for them shouting. Tlie (cm*- 
ma.ns did not wail for th(‘ shock and fled 
hack lu fore it reaelu'd tliem. The 1 1 ighlan(h*rs 
advanced again and the whole force onc(' mort^ 
occupit'd tile line from wliich they had fallen 
hack. 

d'h(' troops attacking towar<|s lloiige and 
\\t‘stlau*k had to dt'al with a strong ])oint 
known as Stirling (’astl<\ fornaHl of massivt^ 
ct>ncret(* works eri'ctcd on tin* ruins of a stately 
ehateau. M’he trcnclu's in front of it wert* taken 
l>v Scottisii and North I'higlish troops, and 
e\cntually tlu‘ castle itself was caj)ture<l ])y 
Manchi'st tas and Eoyal Scots. Against it a. 
fiowirfnl counter-attack was delivered, chiefly 
hy young (haanan troops, who fought well. 

d’he eapture of Ihaigt' and the trenches round 
llu' chateau «lid not pro\(' a vtay ditliiailt task, 
iis tho artilha*y had bomhanletl them out of 


existence. Ihit the garrisons liad retreated 
into a chain of strong posts on the laist side of 
Ih'lh'wairde Lake. It took th(‘ Sherwood 
Kor(\sters and Norl Imnifdons some tini(' to 
master thes(', hut in less than an hour t la^ (Jer- 
inan support trench laid heiai eajitured and 
tlua’c our troops estahlislual thianselves. The 
position, liowever, wais ditlieult. Owing to 
the weatlua* 1 Ikti* was not suiliciiait artillery 
support, and onr nuai, t lna‘(*fort*, di<l 1h^^ 
eorn*ct thing, and dug tlieinselves in and oc(ai- 
pit*d shell craters. Tho (lernians recaptured 
a [)art of the ground we hail taken hy (.'la[)ham 
.1 unction and Inveriu'ss Copse, and tlius 
secured for a time tlic (Jernian line running 
hack l)y W'estUoi'k. 

North of this part of tla* fii'ld the troops 
eonci'iiied in this cential attack had also 
severe lighting. They laid tlie serious obstacle 
of tlie Beltewaanle Lake lunl also some woods, 
of which part were .standing, to go tlirough, 
before getting at the (lernians on the Westho(‘k 
ridg(‘. Ih'rc' the Sherwood Kore.sters and th« 
Northainptons did good service. There was a 
good deal of actual hand to hand fighting, for 
the nature of thi* ground allowed the a.ssaulting 
troops to get rapidly up to theii* o})ponents’ 
|>ositions. The Northainptons drove the Cler- 





THE TIMES HISTOin OF THE W.IH. 


Ilians out of one treneli with their bayonets, 
faking nearly 100 ])risoners, whiU^ 10 inori' 
were eaptiired wlaai a eoneieti* fort, built on 
the remains of a. eoiintry house, fell info their 
hands. A similar ereetion when sformt'd by 
th(‘ Northamptons yieldi'd 40 more (lerman 
soldiers who prt*ferred ea])tivity to death. 

(aaineeting these troojis with 1 lu' Seotlish 
moving against Krezenberg were men from the 
Knglish Midland (\)untii‘s, and thes<‘ wi*re 
s(*nt against the railway enibaiiknuMit running 
towards Koulers which had l)i‘cn made into a 
formidable work by means of concrett* machine- 
gun eni])lac(‘ments. "Phey niad<‘ a considerable 
advance, and while their right, joining on to 
the Sherwood Forest ('rs and Xort liamptons. 
moved on wdth t hiMu in llu^ ilircctiou of West- 
hoek their left kept (uauuH*! ion w it h 1 he* Scottish 
troojis marching on Frezi'nberg. 'Phe railway 
liank was taken. Thci left of this attack had a 
more difliculf. task aftt'i* the tirst phase, whi'ii if 
was contin^ied against V\’<‘st ho(‘k. Sieben Hons.* 
proved to be a serious obstacle, a h(‘avy mass 
of concrete powiafully armed with machiiH*' 
guns. But the British managed to surround 
it and the tire they brouglit to b(‘ar from 


rides, machine-guns, and bombs, convinet'd 
the garrison that furtlu'r r('sistance was 
inexpediiMit. Fort\' h\e men surrendered, 
and bi'sido- th(‘se theiv wcM’e many !<illed .and 
w ounded. 

.\ further advanc(‘ by the British to the 
<nitskirts of the \ illagi‘ of W’est hock was now 
mad(*. In the lalli‘r llau’e was a strong point 
round what had bec'u a public-house*, now 
eoimrete co\(‘rt*d ; this was cairied and 10 
prisoin'is taken. It was not, howi’xer, fournl 
possible* to ele) meu’e' than e*ling te) the> oute*r 
".kirts of tin* \illage*, and the me'ii had to In* 
e*onte‘nt with heilding a line e)f she'll crate*rs 
half lilk'el with wate'r. lle*re' they were .se‘ve*re‘ly 
han<lle*el by the (h rman artillery and by se*v(*!-al 
e‘e>unti‘r-attae*ks. \\’h(*n day broke* tlie* ( {e*rmans 
wt*re* se*e*n te) be* a^se*mbling feir fi’e*sh ceiuntei*- 
a.tfae*k, this time* in fe>i*e*e*. 'Phe‘y we*re‘ see'ii 
e*m«*rging freim Fe)lyge)n W'eiexl while* e)fhe*rs 
we*re e)bse*i‘ve*el me)\ing eleiwn fre>m /einncbe'ke-. 
'Phe^ gre'at attaek was ele*laye*el till afte'i* twe) 
ee’cleick »n the* afterimein altheiugh a. certain 
amemnt e)f artille'iy lire^ hael be‘e*n jirewieiusly 
breaight te) be*ar e)n the* British infantry. Feir 
seeme' uiu‘Xpla.ini‘e I re‘a.son e)ur nrtilleTy diel ne)t 
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bogin tho barrag(? till tin? roinin<*nfe»inont 

of tbo coiiritor-stroko, and thus tbo infantry 
was Inft to its own rt\sourc(*s. Hut with tho 
iM'lf) of inacliinc^-gims oiir num. managed to 
?rusli it, as they did snl.stMjnont attempts. 13iit 
Jii these, our guns took pait. 

'Jdio attaeks of the (iernians from Fre/eid^org 
down to \\'<‘stboek wen* sto|>pe(|. Mut as lias 
boen already mentioned they hat! inanaged to 
<*ling on to ('la[)li}un .Iiinetion and Inv(‘rrH‘ss 
(V)pse, whieli, with the village of WVstboek, 
still forme(l a bai’rier to our fuitlna* ad- 
\ ane(\ 

'riie m(‘n who attack('d ov('r gi’ound to the 
east of Zillebeke had a rough time. It was 
eJmost pitch dark, for daybreak was dull, 
wIk'ii they went fonvard, and t)(“eaus(‘ of 
this fa.et. and tlu* natun* of lh(‘ ground, the* 
troops lost onler. .Moreo\er. the barrage, 
doubtless rc'gulated by time, went ah(‘ad 
of tla^m, so tha.t th(‘y had to struggh^ onward 
utisupport'('d by its fir(‘, while the (Jermans 
took tln'in in front and on their flanks. Two 
lilies of treia*hes w<‘re eaptunsl without mueh 
ditlieulty as far as the <‘n<*my was eoneermsl, 
about SO prisoiK'rs Ix'ing taken in them, but 
with enormous diOieultv <‘ii aeeuuut- of the 


boggy ground. The men, loaded with packs 
and rifios and often carrying sandbags and 
shovels, slipped continually into the frequent 
shell craters, which were full of mud, water, 
and wir(‘. Some stopped to lielp their com- 
rades, >)ut were dragged in by them. It took 
them three-quarters of an hour to get over two 
lines of almost a])andoned trenches, whole 
platofins glutting stuck in them or .slipping back 
when tluy tried to climb out. Thus it was 
that two and a half hours were taken to get 
to lh(‘ second objective in Sanctiuiry Wood, 
and the enemy’s riflemen who had boon firing 
at clos(‘ range them ran l^aek. 

The Menin road from Ypri>s runs through the 
liigh ground and the W’ood. It was here tliat 
the hardest time came for our troops beeaus"> 
of the machiiKNgun fin* whi(^h struck them in 
front, and on t hc‘ flanks from jiositions which 
(X)uld only be locatc'd imperh?ctly by tla^ fin* 
emanating from them. There was a tunis'l 
unch'i* the IMenin Koad. An oHiei'r sent up by 
tho Brigadier to asccTtain the t‘xact position, 
gathenxl togidluu* a numbin* of men ami found 
the w(*stern (‘nd of it. lie captured the only 
(lernuins whom he found th^re, four in numlx'r, 
and iis the taistern end of th(‘ tunnel had 
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already been cleared the whole was now in onr 
possession. 

The tanks had a har<l task in the wooded 
tracts on both sides of the ^'pres-Menin road. 
In the largest of these patches the tre(\s were 
still thick and it was defendi'd by nunieroiis 
luachinc guns. When tlie tanks and infantry, 
liaving eaptnred the (Jennan redoubt in front 
of it, advanced on both sides they were 
received by a iieavy fire. Althoiigli this patch 
and another fragnuait of woodland jiear it we^^ 
f)eyond the line now taken np by our troojis, it 
was iindesirabk^ to leave them in the liands of 
the Cermans, to whom tlu^y afforded slielter 
for count cr-assaults. The tanks, t lierefon\ 
went on, and searched out its hidden do- 
fenc(‘s with tlu'ir gims. Ilefore th(‘ (ierman 
artillery ])nt the tanks out of action by direct 
hits tlie woods were full of dead and wounded 
(Jeriiiaiis, and prisoners stated tliat the easnal- 
ti(*s had been \’ery sev(‘re. 

S(‘vere lighting had l)(‘en going on all day on 
the right of the Ihitish attack past Hollebeke, 
and ovtM* the ground b(‘tw(*en Oostta\'eriie and 
Warn<*ton. Iha’c the Second Army was taking 
part in tla^ struggN*. Opposite llolleb(‘ke tla' 
assault was imuh^ by Knglish county troops. 
In tlie darkness it was impossibU* to locate 
acc*urat(‘ly all tlie craters occupied by tlu^ 
Oei iiiaii machiiK'-gumu'rs ; some of tlu‘s«* lay 
((uiet, and when our troo])s had passed by 
opiMied fire on their rear. Jhit th(*y w(‘re 
discovered sooji afti'r dayliglit broke and wer<‘ 
appropriately deall^ with. 

The ruins of Hollebeke w(‘re full of concrete- 
cov'(*r(‘d strongholds held by t h(‘ (Jerman.s, who, 
!iowe\er, ottered v^ery little resistance. Without, 
much dilHculty our men bombed them out, 
and then proceeded to (!a])turt^ the railwav 
Mum ran by the (Vjmines Canal and down from 
Hattie ^\’oo<l -this laid b(M*n strongly fortified 
with many concrete posts. Hut tlu'se too 
w(‘re stalked by some Middlesex bombt*rs, and 
‘•aptiired, and the ground noi th of tlie binnl of 
tli«‘ Vpres-Comities (hiial and c'ast. of Battle 
Wood secured. Ihlow Jrollebeke there were 
two Htr(u^ms, tlie Hoozebeek and the* ^V^arnbeeU, 
divided by a spur on which Oosttaverne i;; 
>ituat(M]. Against the wooded spurs between 
’hese two streams the Australians adv^ariced 
with the New’ Zi'alanders on their rigid, ddie 
lormer after a very sev’ere struggle made good 

consitlerable advance. La Basse Vilh; was 
:dso captured by the New Zealanders as the 
result of smart figlding. 


No further advance was attempted on thi.s 
wing ; it was intended by Sir 13ouglas Haig to 
bo more in the nature of a demonstration. 
J^uring the night of the 3lst anil the ni\\t 



'Official pliotagruph. 

A MUDDY ROAD. 


following (lays tlu^ enemy (li'liv(*r(*d many 
(*onntei’-al taeks, some pri'ssi'd with gi(‘at 
vigour, others without any serious effort. 11 is 
main endea\'ours were made: with a \ iew to dis- 
lodge onr troops from the commanding ground 
north of the Misiin I’oad stretching up to the 
StciMiheck ; especially did he seek to recovei’ 
his .second line system hetwi'cn Krezenherg 
and St. dnlicn. Bid his attempts weie made 
eidirelv in vain, thi^ sole suc(*ess being our 
withdrawal from St. .luliisi, as already alluded to 
(ante p. IU2). 

'Phe de.se.i'iptioii of the lirst day's fighting 
would 1)(‘ incomplete without some ai'couid 
of the work of our aiiiuiMi. We ha\e .si'cn that 
the weatlu*r had put a. stop to effective l■(UM)n- 
nais.sanee and to oh.si'ivatinn of the result of 
our artillery lire. Ihit this did not prevent 
our gallant aviators from rianlering exeelleni, 
if more limited, services in the pre.ccding 
fighting and during the battle. 'Flu^ following is 



[Otlniil ('hoti'Qhtf'li 

A (5HRMAN AKROPLANH BROUGHT DOWN BY OUR FIRE IN FLANDERS. 


The. Daihf '/'rlcfimph of 

Aii'jrnsl. ‘i : 

'I’Ik'nc jiinio'M <>l ontN nltiw lvcd th<‘ (J*TrutJii lr(>o|)< on 
llio iiiiircli 1111(1 M‘ii( t(‘('(‘(l thrill, (lrii)>p(‘(i bomhs oti tlirir 
camp'i mill ncnMlnnur". tlyiiiK tliiit. tlicir \\'luM*b 

skirti'd dm j'nisM, nud wrrc seldom more tliaii a lew 
vard'i iiboMi I he tree-1 ojis, 'The liiirnitivo of one inaii 
he^ms with las o\er Iho enemy's eoimtry. erossnii; 

eaiinls and road^ as lovv' as ;i(t feet, until he eame to »• 
(Jeriiitin aerodrome. 'Die men there paid no attention, 
ihinUin^ tliis low flier was one ot their'^, until a lioinh 
tell on the til’''! shi'tl. 'riieii th(*y ran in all direetioiis 
panic slriekeii, 'The J0ii;,'h>li pilot skimmed round to 
till' other vide of the slu'd and jilayi'd his niaehin<‘-^nn 
throu).;!! the open doors, then soared a little and gavi' 
the second shed a bomb. lb' Hew round and reh'Used 
a bomb ftu' tlu' third shed, Inil tailed with tht) tonrth, 
bi'eaii'.e the liiindle did not act (piiekly enon;^h. So h« 
spill, his bomb between the shed and a railway train 
staiulini; slid there. Ily this tinu' a (h'rman maeiiine- 
;j[nn had out, to work upon him, but lu' swoopeil riuht 
down upon il. seatlerine the i^nniit'i’s with a burst ot 
bnlli'ts, and Hew aero-,-, tin* 'lu'd-. amim. liriiiu into them 
at feel, ilis ainmnnilion drum was exliansted. and 
he went up to a cloud to ehaiim-, and then came down 
actually to the ^rouu 1. tripping across the ^rass on 
daneimj wlu'i'ls. and firing into the sheds where th 
ineehanies wen' I'oweriii;^. 

'riii'ii 111' tin'll ot this aerotlnain and Hew otT, o\ ertakiii:.i 
tw'o (Jermin oHi<'ers on horses. He «lived at them and 
t I'.e horses bolted. He e.inie upon a eolnmn ot iMitt 
till eh, id oped abi tin 'ads 

with a stream of bullets until they ran into hed>:es and 
ditches. He w'as using a lot of amniunition. and went 
up into a cloud to tiv another drum. Two (e-rinan 
aeroplanes came up to search for him. and he tlew to 
m 'ct them and drove one dowm so that it crashed to 
I nth. (terman soldiers gathered round it. and 


fellow came down to them and tired into tlieir erow<l 
A little low'er he flew over a passi'uger train and paltered 
Indlets tlirimgh its w'indows, and then, having no imm 
ammunition, went home. 

Another jiilot went up in a rainstorm. He saw i 
tJerman motor-ear with tw’o ofheers and gave elia.'i 
He saw' if turn into -ide roads, and followed. 'J'Jien In 
eame low and used his niaelhne-gun. One of flu 
oHieers tired an automalie, pistol at liim, so onr hox 
thought that a good <'hallenge and, leaving go ot le- 
iiiaehine-giiii, pnlh'tl out liis owii revoh er, and tfiere w.i 
the strangest duel hetween a hoy in th(* air and a. m.ie 
in a ear. 'I'he aeroplane was at) feet high then, hui 
dropped to just. as tlie ear ]mll<'d nj) outside a lum-i 
'I’he young pilot shot ])ast, but turned and saw the hodv 
of one olliei'r lieing dragged indoors. He swoojied o\<‘i 
the hoiiMi and fired liis maehiiie-guii into it, and (lu ti 
.sent a V\'rey light into the ear, lioping to set it on fire 
I're.seiitly' lie was attaeki'd by a homhardnienf fnm; 
maehine-gnn.s, “■ Areliies,” and light rockets, so he m • 
high and took e.over in Hie clouds. Hut it was not ib* 
last episode of his day out. He .saw some infantry err- 
ing a w'oodeii bridge and dived at them with repi i 
Inirsts of mavhiut'-gun fire. 'I'hey ran like nibbii 
from a shot-gnii. and wdu'ii he eame round again lu* i* 
four or five dead l.ving on the bridge. From the diti Im 
men fired at him wdt li rilh .s, .so he stoop(><l low and sl rat' 
them, and then w’ent home cpiile pleased w'ith hine* b 

wcatlior during <he Hist four dav.s <•! 
August was I'xtroint'ly bad, rain coining dowt 
witliont a stop during the whole pi'iiod. 'll' 
condition of tlie ground whicli our men li* !' 
was almost unciidurably lunl. Tlu* wl"' 
suiiact; of the ground bt'caiiic one vast qbie 
min*, unpn.ssahle exc<*pt by a few w 
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<h‘Hiiod tracks swept by artillery fire. To 
move on theses was dangc'rous, to leave tla'in 
meant, very ofti*u death by snlToeation in 
the mud. Tn these cireumstaiiet's no general 
offensive was possible, and the Mritish (’om- 
mander-in-( Miief had to wait till the ground 
<hie(l before he could go on with large-seak‘ 
operations. To this unfortunate fact was due 
the failure to secure what might liaw been a 
v<‘ry important, victory. As at Arras, the 
dt'lay caused by the weatlu'r was of I'lionuoiis 
a.d\'antage to tiie (h'rmaus. 'I'lioir troops laid 
tina' to recover from the effects of dt‘feat : 
they were abk^ to bring up fn'sh m(‘n, mort* 
aims and much ammunition tt» replace flu* 
wear and tt'ar of the fighting. 

Ibit our men were still able to dt^ something, 
and their energies w’(*r<‘ dirc'cted to st i*cngfh(‘n 
llu^ line they hacl <‘aptur(‘d and to a tew small 
tactu'al succ('ss('s to improvt* it. 'I'hiis wi* 
I'ctook St. .Iuli(*n on August ‘h and so (*on- 
tu'cted our liiu* lu'low' it with our liiu* on the 
Steenb(‘(’k farth(*r north. A w(M‘k la.tt‘r \V<*sf 
ho k w’as coin|)I(‘t(‘ly c{ j)turcd. The Ki-cnch, to<>, 
capturt'd ai number of fortified houses lying in 
front of tlu'ia* position near Kortek<M‘r (\iban‘et. 

On the whole, the results were salt isfan'tory. 
1’he ah'pth of our auhauce wa\s b(.*tw<*en threa* 
thousarul aind f<mr tlumsauid yaiids 'The Fifth 


Army front had earric'd tin* (h*rnian front line 
south of West hock. At this villaige tlu'V held 
only the outskirts. Out otherwise they had 
won the whole ridga' aiimeal at, amd thus pr»*- 
vented tlu' enenay aaverlooking the \’pies 
j)laiin. Xorth of this th<* ( {ermaui si'cond liiu* 
haul ])een tadveii as far as St. .lulien ; b»\vond 
this th(*y laid pa\ssed through the ({(*rman 
second liiu* mul lu'ld the line of tlu* SfiM'nbeek 
to the Fri'iieh right at Koit (*k(‘(*r Cabara't. 
'I’he French ha-d been (*(|iia.ll\^ successful, 
their advainec* had been rapidly ci\rri(‘<l out, 
and with slight loss. (J(*rmau pi-isoiu'rs to the 
number of ti, KMt, including I Tl ofhc(*is, haul 
b(‘en taikt'n by us adoiu*, with 1?.‘) guns aiiul nnu*h 
otlu*r booty. 'J\» this our Allies haul auld(*<l 
more. 

Wt* had tai.keu (‘xactly ha.t. w(* a.iui'*d at, a.nd 
the result (‘onfirmed wliail. the fighting on tlu* 
Sonmu* and tlu* Anci*e, at. \b’my and Messiiu's 
ha\d adr(*ady shown \i/., t had there was no 
position whi(‘h the (iermams ( host* to Jiold and 
foi tify w hich our nu'U could imt taki*. e\ en by 
frontad aittaick. when the guns liad I'xercised 
llu'ir full ])ow(*r in tlu* preparadory stage i»f t he 
bad t h*. 

'Flu* ( lermaius liaid fought w<*ll, auid this must 
be largi'ly attributt'd to tiu'ir iron discipliiu*. 
Hut tlu*r(* can bi* no doubt that a'.t tlu* opening 
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of tlic })ivUlo iimtiy \v(‘r(‘ in i\ stuto which was 
not con<hiciv<* to liani fi^htinii, as tlio following* 
extracts from the diary of a. well-educated 
prisoner of the lootli Jnfantrv’^ Jie^inuait show. 
On Monday, .Inly ‘MK twenty-h»nr hours before 
t h<* adv ance, he w rote : 

At lu-t \\'<> arnvfil in lln> 'rcnixl Im*-. Srjin-rly hml 
Wit u«*t in, lijilt i>M-l -iv in the nn»rniii) 4 , wlu*n a 

innl-l**nm_' ilniiiilitv wi--' ]»y tint Kn-^lUh. An 

• lii’Miiti liinl ol»-i'r\i‘<l 1 1ll" mm •‘n'''nt in «)\ir trtau'li. 
'I’ll'- w«»r-t ol It w,i> tliiit oiir artillary pcrpi't ually final 
'^Imrt. <)iM> ;.;iiM fin d inln mir fn iich c-oul iimallv . 


fire <111 the roacl-i. The harraj^o prior to the Htta<k 
absolutely prevented th<* Oermans from manning their 
treneh<*s, and th<‘y had to remain in their dug-outs, 
u'lien* our men found them. Four iion-eommissioned 
ollU'iM-.- ol tlie Lehr Itegimenf, wlio hud Nerv<Ml In m tin* 
bcgiiiiitiig <d the war, liave admitted that the Briti-li 
bombardin<*nt before and during the attack was tin- 
wor-t f la‘y ha<l t'ver had (o endun-*. AVdiile th«' majorit x 
of th<‘ prisoru'rs an* still extremely bitt<T against th<-ir 
own ;^iiiiin rs for not giving tlann b(‘tter support, man\ 
«if tluMii realize that it was not due to lack of clesire but 
to opposition which th<‘y could not overcome. 

'riie <>xperieiKe of tin* erew' ot the sevi'nth })att<>ry < t 
one fii*ld artillery regim<*nt, whieli was sent U]j to take 
ov<‘r f<mr 77’s n<*ar St. .liilieii on the Stunlay nighi 



[Oflirtal fihoUfita^h, 

OHCAT SHRVICH HRI.D TO MARK THE COMMENCEMHNT OF THE FOURTH 

YEAR OF WAR, 


AA'h.it a di-^jiacr to b • l OMipi lled to -.it -tdl m the niiddh* 
ot our own urtillcfN lire! Man\ of my •■ompany have 
<*lcare<l out or have ne\er come into the line at all. 
The oidv srr-eant left ni therompaiiN ha- reporteil su-k. 
l‘l\eryl>ody doe- hi- ntmo-1 to L.et out ot t h<* N\a\. 
The rations will hist tdl to uioriow moiuiim. tml food 
and coffee caimot. ot course, lie wermeil up in the iimlst 
of all this arttllerx. When there i- nothing U*lt to I'at 
I shall go back on mv own respon-ibilit \ . 

On the suine dav another soldier wiote ’ AA'e have 
till* Minu* tilth and <liill until we ate er.i/,y. I'A <*ry 
moruiiig I have a painter's br'aklast. You know what 
that is. sufi'lv . It Is a cuarette ami eotfee.” 

.V tlermaii l orporal of I he 'JOth Machine-gun Marksman 
Detachment wrote tn an unpost<*d h*it«*r: “blatters 
ha\e come to such a pa-s that our artdh*ry im>\<“.s 
forward in the night and lets loo*i<^ s«iiue thousamls ot 
gas shells and retires befor * the dawn." 

I’risouer- from tin* region of St.-.Iulie.n made a 
number of intv'rcstmg statements about tiu* eoiu]ileti>ness 
of our barrage. No fooil. water, or munitions, they 
.said. rea<-hed the trout hm' for thre<‘ days owing to our 


lietore till' attack, is worth noting. 'I’lay foiiml all the 
ammumtiou buried in the eartli, ami our shells drojipiui: 
all round the gun pits. They took eoviT in M>m' 
louciH'ti* <lug-onts, w’hen* our intantry found them, and 
till* battery in i|,m‘stn»n was luiablo to fire a .singh* sla H 
ti'oni f h<* tiim* tin' <*rew reached the position until t hc_v 
and their guns were captured. 

'riie <piality of the fare served to thi* (lennnn troop- 
at pre-i'ut is shown by tin* following s<*ah* <»t tat-on 
of om* battalion in t he Si\t h llavariau Keserve K<*gini«*nl 
Dr<*.tkfast, <*offei» and «lry br<*a<l : mi<l-<lay, one litr»* ot 
soup with boileil or eohl tinned m<‘at, no ])otati.)<‘s ami 
no vi'getables ; I'vening, dry bread and ch«*ese. or 
bread ami butter, or bread and jam. 'They also have a 
drink of brandy now ami th(*n. 'I'ln* daily bn ad ratio'' 
was 7ri0 gramnves. and the ]m*ad was of ])oor quality. 
Tin' nveat was -erved in g'*m*rous slii'es. d'he same tao' 
was servi'd in the front line trenches when it wa.s inissib!'- 
to bring it up, save that an luhlitional (piantity of ehei"*’ 
was suhsfitutetl for the soup, d'he men reeeived two 
I'igarettes and tw’O <*igars daily and about 25 gramiiu's i t 
tobaeeo a month. A eapturetl ot1i<*er tif the 221-' 
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Division thought o\ir inoro ohoorful ainl “ Aviilo- 

Hwako ” than the Ijertnun troops, who are “now very 
tired t)f the war ami who liave l)y no imnins the same 
ent liusiasiii that tliey ha<l even a yi'ar a^o." ♦ 

Oil Saturday, August 4, in spito of the \vt*t 
and stormy weather, tlie I^'reneh and Ihitish 
oontinued to ])rogress. Antlioine's tr(>ops 
pushed east of IvortektHM- (’aharef and oeeupied 
a couple of farms west of tlu* road from Steeii' 
straat to Woumtai. Meantime (lough's left 
established some more jtosts across the Sttnai- 
hi*ek stream betwt'en St. .lulien and lht‘ road 
from Ihikem to J^iuigemarek, (lough's next 
obj(*etive. In the {ifteriioott the ia.:n, whitdi 
had had sueli uutowtird eons(‘(jut‘nees ou tlie 
Allied operations, diminished to fitful sitowc'rs. 
At ii'ghtfall it vjuiished in a drizzle. 

Antieipating that tlie cessation of the rain 
pr(‘luded fine weather, during wliich the ground 
would dry and flu* Allic's ln‘ abh* to n'suiiu* 
t heir advance', Sixt von .Vrmin promptly countt'r 
attacked. At 11 ]).m. a lariJre number e>f his 
batteries (‘once'utrateel their fire* on the ruins 
of Holl(‘b('k(', and for six hours a deluge of gas 
and otlii'i’ slu'lls deseeiuU'd on the' steaming 
tangle* elf .slnitte'ie'd builelings. 'Fei mask his 
inte'iitieins. the* lieimbarelme'nt ('xtcnde'el frenn 
the’ ^"pre's-( ’eimine’s ('anal tei Me'ssine’is. .Abeait 
a a.m. ein Sunelay, August ."i, reie*k('ts we'iit up 
frean Heille'beke signalling (hat the' e'lu'iny was 
advancing aleing the* we'stern bank of the' canal. 
Se) murky, liowe‘\e‘r, was the* at meisplu're' that 
the' stai's fremi the reicke'ts elo neif se'e'in te) have* 
be’e’ii pe'ice'ived by euir gunne'rs. At edi events, 
ele*tachme*nts e)f the* (le'rman 207th Divisiein, 
which hael be’e'ii baelly punislie'd at lhille‘ce>urt , 
got alu'ael e)f our barrage* aiul, slipping aiiel stag- 
gering threiugh the* muel, e-ntere'e! the* \ilhige', 
anel e>ur garriseiii hael te) re'tire*. 

The autumn sun shone* fitfully, elrawing 
up mist, freaii the se)])py, bleiexl -st aine'el gre>urel. 
T‘re*parat ieins we*re* maele* fe)r a. e*e)unte*r-a.t t ae*k. 
'riu' me)rning mist, hael be'ceime a male>ele)rous 
fog whieh was torn into wisps by thei 
torrents of bui sting shells elise-haige*el at. 
Hollel)eke by our guns. He*ae|e*el by tlie*ir 
eifliee'rs, the* British on re'e-eiving tfie* order 
clairgeel forwa.rel. ddie’re was a biie*f struggle 
anel the* ruins we*re* again emrs. Seime (lermaii 
prisoni'rs were ca])ture*el. When in the* ev<*ning 
Sixt von Annin launche*el a seconel attack, 
it w^as brought te) a standstill by the Briti.sh 
artillery. An assault on our positions at 
West hock, on August o, met wdth the same* 


fate. Tn the course of the elay five (h'lnian 
ae*roplane's hael be'cn ])ut eait e)f action anel 
thive eitlu’rs eh’ive'ii deiwn e)ut e)f e'eaitreil. (hily 
one eif eair mae'hine's wiis re*pe)rte*el te) be* missing. 

August f) was the* first eh\y «>f the* fourth 
ye'ar e)f the’ war. In an Army ()rde*r Sir 
l)e)uglas Haig, with the’ re*e*e*nl l)jittle*s eif .\rras- 
\’imy, Me'.ssine's anel \'pre's in his mind, \ e)ie*e*d 
the' fe‘e*lings e)f his me’ii. 

“ 4\)-ela v, ' he* said. “ w •* e’lite'r t he* fnurl h ye*ar 
e)f wai" with ji (ii'in e*e)nfiele'ne*(' ba^e’e! e*n what we 
anel our gedlant .Mlie's have* ahe'aely eleua*. 
'This ree-nllee't ie)n of tlw past thre*e’ years can 
le'ave lie) ele)ubf in our minels that the’ Hrit ish 
Armie’s in hrane-e' and the* weii’kcrs in the' 
I'anpiie*, upon w hom t he*y e|e*pe*nel, ha\ e* thee 
pe)V\ e'l* anel will I e) compk'te* the* task w hie-h the*\’ 
have line le*rt ake*n, anel that the*y will e*e)ntinue* 
It until thi'ii- labours are* e*re)w ne el by e*e*i tjun anel 
ele'finite \’ie*te)r\ 

d’he* (e*rse* anel e*onliele*nt weirels eif Sir Deiuglas 
in; .y he* e‘onl ri’.st e'e I w.th the* meu’e beiCoSt fed 
language' e)f the* feellow ing te’le*gram se*nt by 
Hinele'iibiirg to the* (le*rman ( 'hane*e‘llor em the* 
same* elay ; 

A< (lie) eif (hi* t'e»ui*(li war Ne-ar I ^ri‘r( >emi' 

b\e‘«‘||(>n<‘y, luoKitiv.' Ixie-U mi a (inx* ol' ine*( inpeinilil<> 
arlin*\ rmi'iils l»y th. natiuii, lln* Arm>', anel (lie* Klt'al. 
will) <l<*e*p yralilinli* for all lla* saeTilicas iiiaeta for tlia 
pr<>( .M-l ii III anil liiiMinir nt (la* Kat harlaial. 'I'ha'-t* 
MUTiliae*^. which I'aunot he* apin’i'ciate'd e’lmni'h, hn\e> 
nnl. hccii ill \iiin. l**iniil\' con,N(»li(lat«'el in (he- itUcrior 
nml un*<hnl\e*n mi all the) tronis. (Iciinany hra^e‘^ (he* 
(*\ee'<pe*r)il e'fl ihrnsts of he*!* »)lil ami m‘W i*m*inii*-!. 'I'lic 
(h'l'iiian Ann\’ is fkchtiny far in (la* e-m'iny’s c<>nn()\ 
ami i'- inai'chin^ wi( h nnhrnUe'n rcn;^t h tn m*w Micce*s(-c>.. 
It l■n(^ r'.. (he* fourth ye*ar of war >npporte*el hy l•onlieh*m‘l> 
as (inn as a roe*k (hat onr hmia* spirit of nnimi ami 
pe)r''**\ «*rjim*e) will 1*1*11111111 alive*, whie-h is the' ^narante*.* 
e)f vie*(e)ry ami honmirahle* pcae*i* to onr nalmn. 

4’he* ( Je*rm;m hero forgeit to ol)se*rve* that me)st. 
of “the in(‘()m))arid)l(* ae*hie‘\ e*ments ” of the* 
(h'lnrin nation, .Army anel Kh’e't w'ere the* 
re'Siilt of me'theals whie*h hael elisgrae*eel tlu'in 
for r.ll time, anel lha.t a,ne)the*r wCoS the “ incenn- 
parable* ” nature* e)f “the* s(n’-te*gie* re*tre*at 
of llindenhurg v\ hen he* heel be*i*n fe)re*e*el b(u*k 
by British troops. 

.August t) anel 7, apart fre m aitille'cy and 
ae'i’oplane* activitie*s, w'e*re* in hlaneh'is iin 
eventful. I )e*nse) w hit e* fog shre)ude*el the* .'<i:rface* 
of the^ grounel and it was ne)t till the* afte'c- 
neiem of the 71 h that it w;’,.s pierceel by the 
suids ra.v*s. M'hat ehiy eair e,e*re)ph'.,ne s, one* 
of wdueh was leist, fh'W' 40 mile*s behiiiel the* 
(h^rman lines, beanbing railways, sielings and 
trains. Heavy rain again fell on the^ Hfh, when 
the French progressed noi*th-we*st e>f Bixschoote, 




TUI': TI^^KS IIISTOHY OF THE W ATI. 



CKOSSINc; THK STHHNBKHK UNDKR SHHI.I..11KE. 


M wi'sirily wind ;Mid thick <*loiuls 

impeded mil* jiiriiK'n th(* ':Mh, they matui^cMl 
to wreck live ({eiTnan aeroplanes, drivt' down 
as many mor<* out of conli'ol. and to <l«‘stroy 
and dama;j'‘ 'i\ ohsei’vation halloons. Onr 
looses in these operations were t'onr inachiia*^'. 
After sunse t the Royal Xaval Air S(‘rvice took 
a liand in tin* stru^^uh* for (he R(‘l^ian Coast. 
'rh(‘ inival aviatois laanhiMl ( J hist<‘ll(‘s aero- 
elreane, la-ai* Ostend, set tire to the railway 
sidiiijis at Zuidwe\ne, a station hetwoen Bruges 
and 'IMi(Mir<Mit . and hondx'd th(‘ juiK'tion at 
riaairout, which was also attacki'd )>y gun-fire 
from t he aii'. 

Climatie* comhtions ha\ ing impro\('d and tla* 
soil heiug h*ss sodde ii, (J(‘iH*rals AnthoiiH‘ ami 
tjougll elecide-el to re'suna’ the* offensive. 
new opeiation was to propaie- tla‘ way f(»r the 
capture* t>f the* ])rielge-la*ail «)f |)ie*i (Irae'hten 
fjiist math e)f the conilui'iici* of the Stee*nlM*e*k 
and ^'s^‘r Canal), Laugcmaick, ami the*(U*rman 
positions freau Lang<*mare*k tluough /onnehoke* 
te» ( 5Iu*hiV('lt . Ae'cordingly. at elaylai'ak 
Vugust Id), the* l*’r(*ncli from tiee* Bi\sctH>e)te‘ 
le'trioii prosse'd feaWJU'd l)et wee'll tile* ^’.seM• (\\njll 
ami the* leiwe'i* Tt*ae*lu's e)f tile* Stei*n])e*ek. 'The' 
w e*,'st hank e>f the* floode'el le'uieai was sccure*el 
ami, at plae*e*s, the* Ste'e'iil>e*ek was e-rosse'el. 
b'i\e' gnus ahamleau'd by the* e*ucmy we*ro 
e-apt lue el. W ith the* Cle ne h ill tlie* v ie initv eif 
^le're’kein ami eeve*r the* Ste*e*nbe*e*k in the St. 
daushoe'k re'gion. the* (le*rman he>Iel on l)rii 
( Jrachteuand l.,ange‘marck, w liich w asiiewv being 
turue'ei fi\>m the* malli-we'st , be.*e*ame' pre*carie>iis. 


Simidt am*e)us]y on a freait of abe)ut .‘khdd 
yards (not five* miles as the* (Je*rmans alle*ge*d) 
be*tw’e‘(*n tlu* Vpre's l<oule*rs railway and the 
N'pr(*s-.Me*nin road (Jough liad thrust (‘ast wards 
in (Ik* direction of tli(‘ Bassche'iidaele* Kielge. 
All through the* sultry jiight the* Ccrniau gun;’ 
a.ml ours liml be‘e*ri cliuniing U[) tin* greainel 
on bofli sielcs of that liighway so c(*l(*l)r.i.t('d 
feir tlie* fe'ats ])i*rfe)rm(‘d on it l)y the 
‘*()lel Cont(*m|)t il)li*s " in tin* l’"irsti Ibittle^ of 
V| )re*s. At. 1.4.') a.m. our artille'iy incre*ase*el its 
fire*, until tin; inc(*ssa.nt. re*pe>rts }>rodu<’e*d that 
seaiml w'liicli lias be‘e*n ce)nipare*d by t he* C 'rnians 
tee the* contiumais rolling of elrums. On 
the* le*ft Jaincashire^ Cusilie*rs. Bast Lanca 
shire'S, and (die'shire's await e'el the* eireler te> 
e*e)mple*(e* the* e*aptnr’<‘ e)f ^^'('stho(*k and to 
sfeu'iu the* rielge* of that name*, d'e) the* Jb'ilfeael.s 
and Qu(*en's We‘st Sui’re*ys hael be'cn as-igm*el 
the* task of cle*aring the* e*nemy from the* 
straggling ])ie*c(* eif weieiellami kneiwii as Cle*n~ 
eMU’se* Woexi, oj’ Schlei.ss \\ Dexl, as the* (Je'rnians 
e all(*d it, which crowned the* hig]ie*st ])art of the* 
e*a.ste*ru spur eif the* rielge*. Since* the* grounel 
he*re^ was dO fe*i*t highe*r than that at its e*ast 
»*ml it formed the ke‘y eif this jiart eif Sixt 
vein .Vrmin's jiosition. It liael been carefully 
re*wirt*el, arid regime'iits eif the* 54th K'*se*rve 
Divisieiii hael been inse*rted into Xeinim Iki.scho 
cud Peilygein Woeiels to its north ami Tnverne'ss 
Copse* tei its south ready to counter-attack, if 
(Jlence^rse AVood were lost. 

The hurricane bombardment, moved forward 
about 5 a.m., aitel our men, following at the* 
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heels of the barrage, advaneeil. The (Germans 
in the oonereted cellars of Wcsthoek fought 
stubbornly. Amid the explosions of gi’cimtles 
the British shot and stabbed tla^ bravo de- 
fenders. Round the “ |)ill-boxes ” which had 
b(‘en niissi‘d by our gjuis Unots of Lancastrians 
couM be s(*en Itinging bombs at the dtM)rs and 
firing with rifle and machine-gun through tlu^ 
narrow embrasures of theses conendt^ works. 
One at the southi'ni end of tiie ridge Jjeld out 
for three hours. Finally it was stornu'd by 
detachments of Kasl La.iicashires and Lan 
<*ashire Fusiliers, hut not till it had been 
severely shakt'u by tremdi mortars hastily 
brought up. 

While the North Countrymen wei(‘ st'curing 
Westhoek and its ridge, Oleneorse Wood on the 
sptir jutting eastward from it was tht‘ s<*(‘ne of 
a stern and bloody action. The B(Mlfords and 
Quet^n's AVest Surreys liad at first carried 
ev’ery thing before them. They travtased the 
shattere<l wood, smashing their way through 
the uncut wire and reducing the nests of snipers 
and machine-gunners. Km<‘rging from t he 
(‘asttiin outsUiits they clean'd the groun<l for 
200 yards Ik'VOIkI. Unfortunately their com- 
rades astride the Yj)ies-Meniu road had not 
made a eorn'sponding ad\ anee. B<*dfords and 
Wi'st Surreys were li'ft in the aii*. Cpoii tlw'iu 
descc'uded a toiiiadoof sla'lls, and wav«‘ aft<*r 
wavi* of the (h'lTuan 27th Infantry Kegiment 
counter-attacked them from tlu^ Polygon and 
Noniu' BoscIk'! Woods an<l from Inverness 
Co])sc. (Iradiially our men weit? forced back 
irdo the wood. Tlu* recaptun* of a part of 
( Jk'ueoi’Si* W’ood was a solitary success for the 
(Icrmans. No less tlian six counter-attacks 
wen' dt'livered by th(^ enemy between dawn and 
10 p.m., the most violent of tlu'in in point of 
artilk'iy ])n*paiation Ix'ing that at 0.10 p.m., 
but the rc'inainder of \N’(\sthoek Ridg<* and the 
ruins of the village remaiiu'd in our ])ossession. 
A\'e had ca])t lin'd 24t) prisom*rs and inflicted as 
well as rtM'eivt'd heav y losses. 

During August. 10, for the first time for 
ovvT ten days, a full day's flying was jiossiblc. 
'lA'ii (jlermau machiiii's w(‘n* (h-stroyed, and 
six others driven down out of control. 
Our lossi's amounti'd to 12 machiia's, but 
against such lossi's had to be set the fact that 
our airmen, in addition to ninuing some l(» 
iliic'ls, had dro])ped tp tons of explosiv’es on 
at'rodromes, ammunition depots, ami otlaa- 
points of military importance, and also 
engaged enemy infanlry with machine-gun fire 


and taken a large' uum))i'r of jdiotographs. 
After sunset the Krench ai‘ro[)lanes went up and 
bombi'il enemy barracks north of tlu' Fon'st of 
llouthulst. and tlie railway stations »>f Corfi'- 
inarck and Lichterwelde, At the latter place* 
a lire and v iideut explosions were observed. 

'The ])rt'sence of the British in (llencorsc 
W'ood and on the Wesihoi'k Ridge endang('ri'<l 
tlu' hold of Sixt von Armin on the soutlu'rn end 
of thcf Passclu'iidaele Ridg**. Acting in accord 
ance with the ])est Rrussian traditions, hi' <lid 



\i'rench ill/itin! ] 

A I KPNCH LINK OK BKKENCK IN 
KI.ANDHRS. 


not. hesitate to make dcspcra,fe «‘rforts for 
the n*covery of the lost positions. l‘Aci'y 
batteiy within lange was turned on the W’esi - 
ho k region, ddic wide and deep belt of lire 
Hung b\ the ( Jerman guns impressed even lbns«‘ 
who had witnessed th»‘ battles of Ariic^ X’imy 
and Messincs. Nevertheless, our heroic in- 
fantry stuck to their improvised shelters. 
When, in the morning, the lirst of Sixt von 
Arinin’s five conntcr-at t acks on. Saturday. 
August 11, was ileliv'crcd. Ih<* I Jen nan.'- wei-e 
beaten back except, in tJI<*ncorse W'ood, where 
they made some further h<‘adway. .M iniddiA 
our aeroplani'S saw a great gat tiering of cncinv 
troops in the Nonne Roschc ami Polygon 
W Oods. 'The news was at onc«* sent back to 
our artillerv'*. I Jims and howit/ers promptly 
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<lischJirgo<l ftn avtUarichc' of shells of all descrip- 
lioM from 15 ins. downwards. Hundreds of 
(leritnins lyinj' in the craters w(‘re kdled. 

A British airman flew to see the result 
of the salvoes. He p(‘reeive<l nolhiiiK hut 
mangled or dismeinl)err<l oorpsis, mixed up 
with fragfiKiiits of rifles and spadt's. Sr)!iu* ot 
the grenad('S and ammunition eariii‘d hy the 
dead or wouinle<l men wer<‘ still (‘xplodini^. 
V'et such is the har-e of tradition and dis- 
eipliia^ th(‘ (hainan infantry again and again 
responded to the calls of their ollieers. At 
jd)ouf t) p.m. ho<li(*s of the enemy, (‘slimafed 
jit two battalions, wia-e n'porti'd to he mustering 
opposite the Westhoek Kidge ill t lu* d(‘pression 
down w'hicdi flows th(‘ streamlet of tliii Haiuie- 
l)eek on its way to St. .lulien. Our harriLg* 
this time <lid not eatcdi the (tennans in 
massi-s, hut in wavis mareliing up the sloj)es. 
WIk'u th(‘ storm of shidls hurst, tiu* lines of 
the enemy flung t h(*inselv<s flat on their 
faces or melted into craters. Few eseap('<l 
<leath or wounds. 

'rh(‘ n(‘t ri'sult of tlu^ despiTati' fighting in 
\vhi(di hoth sidi^s displayed ama/ing ciairage 
was that, thougli we wen' pri'ssi'd hack to th(‘ 
western (*dgt* of ( dencorse W'ood, f h(‘ I’cst of 
our gains on th<' Khh were ndaiiK'd. Six 
guns had Ikhmi taken hy us, juid the total 
pi'i.soni‘rs captur('(l in th*' action amountiMl to 
454. among whom wi‘r(‘ nine oflieers. Oik* of 
them, who heforc* tin* war had heen the partiK'r 
v)f an 1‘higlish husiness man, (‘xpressi»d his 
astonishment at tlu* cpiality of the New Arink's. 
“ W’en* w’e fighting togeth<*r,” he si’.id, “ wi* 
— Fngland ami (h*rmany should hi* masteis 
of tlu* woi’ld I ” 

Against om* slight revci’si* in (Jlencorse W'ood 
was to he .set an ad\ance near the ^’pres-Stailen 
railway lu t w een t lu* Steenhcek and t he siailhcrn 
(‘iivirons of Langt'iuaick. 'Tlu* lu'xt day, 
Sunday, August 12, tlu* weather again liecaine 
wi*t and stormy. .\ str»>ng westerly wind 
hli'W', w hii*h fa\'ourcd the I'liemy's aircTaft. 
Notw’it hstaiuling. we hrought <low n tliree 
and drovi* down four imudiines at a i-ost of 
fi\'e of our own. In the e.fternoon. so far as 
visihility was conci'rneil, the weather improv»»d. 
From points in the British lines the saml dunes 
jtround Ostend and the helfry of Bruges couhl 
lu* i'asily st>e?’.. 'rhe forwanl jnovenK*nt, how 
ever, laid, for a time. degeneratt*d int») a 
g gantic gun duel, w hich was not end(>d till 
August Hi, when the second pdiase of the 
battle opened. 'Pwo days befoiv (August 14) 


Sixt von Annin had attacked our line east of 
\V*.'stlio('k, hut his troops, mooting with 
heavy artillery and rifle fire, wi'ro repulsed. 
We improved th(' same day oiir positions on 
the riglit liaiik of tlu? Stoenboek. On the 15th 
(leneral Arithoine moved forward north-west 
of Bixselioote, and (ierman raids east of Klein 
Zilleheke and against our positions in the neigh- 
bourhood of the l*ilk(‘m-Lang(?marck road were 
ht*aten off. 

In the intiM’val hetw^een the 1 2th and the 
H)th till' aircraft on hotli sides had heen active. 
S(*veu (Jerman at'roplaiK's w'(‘i'e wrecked on the 
I'llli and tw’o <lrivt*n down out of control, we 
ill our turn losing hut two. On tlie I4th there 
was seven* fighting, in the cour.se of which n'ltw 
(Jcrinan machines were brought down, and 
five others driven rlown out of control. We 
lost scwi*n, two of u’liich W(‘ri* o\(*rtakt*n hy a 
violent storm wlu*n working ovuu* the enemy's 
liiK*s. 

While the* first phase of Ihi* Third Batffi* of 
Ypivs was in ])r()gr(‘ss, and up to the ev i* of the 
si'eond phase, Sir Douglas Haig kept tapping 
at the (h'rman lini‘s between the Lys and tlie 
rpper Somnu*. Considering ihe e.ompara 
tiv'cly narrow front on which tlie gr(*at halth' 
was being d(*li\'(‘red, it was of tlu* utmost 
importanei* to prevent tlu* eni*my from rein- 
forcing Sixt von Annin with guns and men. 
Ik) k(*<*p him, tIu‘r(*tore, fully employed in other 
sectors was e()rr(*et strategy. Although thesti 
minor st*etions, witli tlu* exei'ption of that at. 
I.iens of .August 15 Hi, suhs(*(piently to lu' 
narrated, may appc*ar tti tlu* reader to lx* 
insignificant. tlu‘y must not he overlooked, as 
they foini(*d an I’ssent ial part of tlu* plan of the 
Hritish l(*ader. 4'he story of tlu*m sliould lu* 
followed att('ntiv(*ly on tlu* map. 

The first of tlu*.s<* minor actions occurred on 
tlu* evening of flu* opi*ning day of tlu* battle^ 
itsi‘lf. It consisted of a sueeessful raid I'ast of 
Bois (Jrenier and smith of Ai’inent ier»*s. 'riiis 
might, though it- did not, porleial that the 
hatth* front would hi* extendt*d south of tho 
Lys. The next night (August 1 2) parties of 
our men broke* into flu* enemy's trenches 
north-east of (Jouzeaneourt -/.r., soutli-west 
of Camhrai infli(*ting heavy casualties. Farly 
on the night of August 2 II the (‘iiemy in his 
turn took tlu* offensive east of Arras. After 
a heavy hoinhardinent of our positions on 
Infantry Hill, (lermaii troops, estimated at a 
battalion strong, attacked on a front of about 
half a mile and eiitei*ed our trenches. Withia 
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24 hours all the intruders had been eviotod. 
killed, wounded, or captured. On Satiinlay, 
August 4, wo raided the enemy’s lines east of 
N'ermelles. 4'ho next day troops of Horne’s 
>Vrmy advanced slightly west and south-west 
of Lens. 

So far the British threats bad been directed 
south of the battl(‘field of \"pres, but on thc^ 
night of August 7 om* of oiir detachinents 
attacked near Lombartzyde, on the Belgian 
coast, capturing a f(‘w prisoners and a machiia^- 


tlio same day British troo|)s on a wide front 
east of Monehy le-Preux burst into the tMaany's 
trenches and ])lew in his dug-outs. Severe 
casualties wiM-e inflicted on him and a countt'i*- 
attack was repulsed, two machint'-guns and 
prisoners being captured. The Herman ver sion 
of this action was as follows : 

J)uiiin' till* ovftiiaj' tlu» in <Km‘|) iuns.s«*s. 

Httacla'd frinu tli(> Moncliy- cs reml as lar as the 
Arras-(taml»rai road. ()\ir dastructivo firo t(‘Il with 
ovtwpoworiiig ciTart at lla* points wht*rt< tlu‘y had 
assoiahl.'d ; llio advaacia^; -loraiia}:: wa^■^•s. which 


[f (ftKtdian lieiotiii,. 

LIEUT.-HENEKAL SIR A GUKKIH, KG.M.t;., COMMANBING THE CANADIAN 

FORCES IN FRANCE. 



gun. How this feint- against. Ihince Biip- 
precht's extreme right was r-egar*ded by the 
enemy may la* surmised from the (harnan 
('oni)nuit of August S. *’ On the coastal 
sector',' ran thf' romtmai itiur, “tin* Hritish, 
aft(*r drumfire, pr'<‘ssed forward with sli-ong 
foi*C(‘s fr'orti Niruiport itt a northerly and north- 
(*asterly di traction-. ' 

At daybreak on the Ihli Horne carriivl out 
several successful raids in tlu' Lens r'i*gion. 
Our ti'oops poui'ed into the iMiemy's positions 
at all points atta<'k<Ml, and after <lestioving 
his dug-outs and wr ecking his defenrM*s returned 
to their posts. The British losses were slight. 
tho.se of the Germans heavy. At nightfall on 


"alfcnMl rhe aio-t .--c\ci’c losses aridcr oar dctcns'vc fi;c 
jiihI in tlH‘ hjm«l ro-haad fi;.;htia^j witii oar experienced 
re^siaenl''. wer«’ e\( lyvvher * ropnUe<l. 

K\enin>;: 'rhe‘^(roaj 4 ill I ufks of lh.- Kne|i,sh de|i\ ered 
this rnoraia^ in Flainlerr helween (he Npres Koiiler- 
1hii!wH\ and liolleheke have failed. 

It was the old, old storw. .\ raid fi'oin which 
the as.sailants na.tnr'a.lly r-rlir'e, when they have 
gairasl their ohjeei, as we had, was eonritiMl 
as a ( lerrnan \'ietor’y. 

On the night of .\ngnst II 12 th(‘r(‘ was 
.sonrr* fighting foi' the po.sse.sston of a rniia' 
crater- casi of Givenehy-h-s- La Ihissee. Onr* 
troops <‘stahlished thern.selvc-s on the r(‘ar lip 
of the eratr*r and di*o\c off a connlcr-attack, 
A Geirnan raid a f<wv hoiii’s latcM* south of 
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Annonli'Tos was rcpul'^rd by the l\)rtugiiesfi 

witfi bombs and rifb'din*. 

Tho ni()m(‘iit was now fast approaching 
when Sii* Douglas Haig and (h'licral Antlioinc 
were to inal«^ their s<*cond att(“m|)t in the V[)i*es 
sali<‘nt. Our activity })etw(M‘ri the Lys and 
thc^ Somme consequently became more in- 
tense. On the night of th<* J.'Uh 14th we 
raided two poirds east of Vermellcs, securing a 
ft w pris(»ners, and ent<‘ring th(‘ Oerman lines 
north-east, of ( louzcaueourt. Hostile raids 
east of La\'enlie and Neuve (’hapell<* W(*re 
repiilstMl. 

d'he feint of Sir J)oughihS on \Ve<hit“S(hiy, 
August la, mon* nearly resembled >i battle tin !j 



LKNS AND SUKROUNDINt; COUNTRY 


a minor action. Kor a feigned attack ealeulate<l 
to immobili/<‘. (h*rman res(*rves Sir Douglas Haig 
could have ehosiai no bettt‘r objective than Hill 
70 the Hill 70 t)f tlie Hattie of Loos -and tin* 
iu>rtlH*rn sulairhs of Lens. Since tin’: Hattie of 
Arras-\'imy the troops, of Horne's First Army 
had bet'll pushing foi w anl into t lu* southern ami 
wt'stein suburbs of tlu* city. A blow from 
tin* north miglit well na*an that tin* Hritish, 
content, with tlu'ir sueei'sses aehi«*v('d (*ast of 
Vp, es, had dei*idt'd to ri'sume the ol’fensivt* in 
Artois by the reduction of Lens. Now' the 
imptatanee to tlie Hermans of Len.s for ]nir- 
poses of (h'fenee or offenet* could scarcely be 
overi'stimated. Tlu* Hindtaiburg liiu* was 
]>ivot(*d on it. Its subterranean galleri«\s. 
00 or 7(^ ft. bt'low’ the rootle.ss houses, affortled 
an admirable asst‘mbly place for an army 


.seeking to break out between La Bass6o and 
the Searpe. Layers of concrete 15 ft. ,or so 
thick hml been superimposed upon the remains 
of the former buildings. Ht'iU'ttth such a ma.ss 
of eoneroto the? Hermans wore secure from 
gunfire. Tlu* stn*ets were barrieailed, and the 



Zealand offii ial phou^gniph 

A LEWIS GUN. 


public, .sipiaic's were dotted with low ri'douht." 
almost level with the pavement. At the 
Hattk* of Arras-\'imy we liad proved what an 
advantagi* it was to an a.ssailant to muster his 
for<*e.s in the eaves of a large city. Lens at 
some future date might be to the Hermans 
what Arras had bec'ii to th(5 Hriti.sh. If Lens 
wert* m(*naeed the Havarian Crown Prince 
would be, therefore, likely to ke(*p his re.serves 
in Artois rather than to .send Hu^rn to Si\i 
von Annin's assi.stanec' in Flandeis. That the 
Hritish Higher Command attacluul ]>eeuliai- 
significanei* to the capture* of Hill 70 had been 
proved by our efforts to fake if at tlu* Hattie 
e.f Loos in Sep tern b(*r 1015. 

the C^madian Corps was deput(*d the 
verv diflicult task of .storming, on a front of 
4,000 yards. Hill 70, the whole of Hois Rase, 
tlu* western half of Hois Hugo (I'ast of the 
road from La HasstV to Lens), and the mining 
suburbs of Cite St. Kli/.aVieth, Cite St. Fmile, 
and Cite St. Laurent. Th(\s(* villages aiul tlu* 
summit of Hill 70 had becume subterranean 
ma/u's. in comparison with which the Lahy 
rinth of tlu* Hattie of Artois (.April, 1015), would 
hav<* seemed childishly simple. Moreover, it 
had bei'u resolved that the preliminary Ixan- 
bardment was to be short, if heavy. The 
Camulians were to he asked to rcaeli their 
ohjcctives at one rusli. 

A thill crc.scent moori was fading in the sk\ 
when, towarils 4 a.m. on Wednesday, August 15, 
gun.s, howitzers, and trench mortars fired at 
the Herman po.sitions. Oil drums discharg(‘(l 
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cataracts of flame over the holes up wlu'ch the 
enemy were liki*ly to ascend with their machine- 
jfiins, rifles and ^i*enades. fl'lie (Jerinan artil- 
lery soon rospondi'd, and a fresh south wind 
blew clouds of smcdve over tlie ridge and 
stumps of villages. At 4.2.“) a.m. the (’anadians 
went over the top. Ahoxe (litMii one of the 
(lerinan “Travelling (.’ire use 's " was ))attlinu 
hai\l and inotTectually with our airmen. At 
Hill 70 the garrisoil consist imI of young, raw 
troops who ])ut up a poor liglit. lOlsewhen* 
the enemy fought stu])bornly, but the lirst 
trench system was speedily cairied, and tlu' 
(’anadians advanced a mile up to the \\i‘st<‘ru 
ilefenccs of (flte St. Auguste. From Hill 70 
they looked straight along the valley to the 
iK'ights of Sallaumin(‘s and beyond. On tlu* 
west(‘rn face of Oito St. Auguste, bowc'ver, a 
de(*p chalk cutting swaiining with (h*rman.'. 
and machine-guns ki'pt them from moving into 
that suburb. 

H(*twe<Mi 1 an<l 2 p.m. the (’anadian outposts 
opposite the cutting saw massi's of (lermans 
forming up in the ruins of (’ite St. Auguste. 
The 4th Pi'ussian (luards Division had bt'eii 
o?‘dered at all costs to I’eeapt iii(‘ Hill 70. 
Suddenly from them a wa\(‘ of mcai (‘nu‘rg4‘d 
and breastt'd th<‘ ridg(‘. It wa.s <les(roy<‘d by 
the (^inadian artilNay and maehine-gmis. 
1 1 n m ei I i a t el y a f t( 'r wa I’d s a s( ‘e( > n d ua \ ( * a p pea r< mI . 
oflieM’s shouting to th<* men in front of them to 
go forward. SIh*II and rifle tin* blasted the 
line an<l t lu' f(*w survivors fled ba.ek. 4'he 
third wave, thinning rapidly, broke some 
Tfl yards fioin the (’anatlians. Lat(M’ in the day 
the latter n'suim'd their advance and desceiidefl 
into tin? chalk cutting, where, after a hidecais 
iiK'lee, tK) pi'isoners were captur<*d 'Pwo more 
^Jei'maii counter-attacks were it*[)ul.se(l. Nearly 
‘IflO prisoners (including la oflicers) had been 
taken. 'Tim triumph of the. (anadians was, 
of cour.se, not communicated by the (jjerman 
leaders to the Derman public. TIk^ oflicial 
account in t he (lerinan com/ann/V/^/c of August Ifl, 
a travesty of what had really occurred, reads 
as follows : 

III Artois tlio tJiiglish altackt*il yi'-ttiTdii y niornuiy 
la'twooii llulliu‘h anil Ltuis with four ( 'anailiaii ilivi>'ioii>. 
AftiT tho strong("-!t tiro I hay forcad their way into our 
first po.-iition and .sought, hy tlie continual bringing up 
of fresli forces, to deepen the gap created on both sides 
of Loos. Aeeordiiig to orders found, th<* objective of 
their attack was (lie village of Vendin-le-Vieil, which i-* 
situated four kilometres [2J mill's) behind onr front. 

In desperate fighting lasting all day onr troops, by 
means of coiinter-altaeks, pres.sed back beyond the 
third lino of our first position the enemy troops who 
had broken into our lines. The Knglish gain is small. 


In fr«*sh attacks, which were repeated us many as 
4 11 lime-!, the .slnhborn enemy again ln<d his fortune 

ill the evening. 'The enemy .stiuimng \va\e-. eollap.-ed 
hefoiv our bat t K» line. 

South of llnllneh and Wv'st of Lens ilie attacker, who 
had sulTered extremely heavy losst-s at all points of tin' 
b.u t li'lielil, was repulsj'd. 

On dduirsdny, .\itgust Hi, wlu'ii (he si'cnnd 
jihase Ilf (he Third Hadle uf ^ |)I•es i)|)i>iu‘(|. (he 
(Icrman 22(Mh Div i.sieu wii.s seii( (o ( he suppni t 
of till' I’fussiau (luaid.s. 1(, too, was repuisi'd. 
On the eM'uitig of Kriday, Augu.'sl 17, allot her 
ellort Wits made hy (lie enemy at the north- 
west ot Lens. Out posit ions were < lelngi'd w it h 



[(. (niuu'ttni n’(/' /vV en/s. 

NfJT SOKRY TO HR GAIMURKD: 

A youn}^ German officer taken prisoner at Hill 70. 


gas .sliell and a iiuinb(*r of piotieers with 
fliuiie-throwc'rs pnuM‘d(Hl th(‘ charging nuisses of 
(h'rmans. The (7imidians, with riflt's and 
J.<ewis guns, shot dowit the pioneers and riddled 
the surging crowds behind them. Later in the 
night Cite Kmih' was assaulted and a deter- 
mined attack vvtis made on the (’anadians in 
the Hois H ngo. All t hese attempts and another 
one at J ..‘10 a.m. on Saturday, August 18, failed. 
Tla^ positions captured on tla^ 15th liad not been 
wrested from otir trans atlantic countrymen. 
The (lermans had suffered very heavy los.ses 
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(JRRMAN PRISONHKS CAPTURKD BY THE CANADIANS ON HILL 70. 

and 1,12^* prisoin'rs, including 22 nfliccrs, from llio AIIumI main olTonsive/’ 'Die victory of tlu> 

lVinc<' Ku|)|)r('clil's Divisiofis had been Canadians was the more gratifying bccausii it 

occurred a week after the arrival in l^uis of 
d’he persistence' of the enemy and the. violence M. Hasly, the Mayor of Lens. This Labour 

of liis count(‘r-atlacks were excellent evklence' Deputy, who liad been repatriated, had pointed 

that Sir Douglas Haig liad judged correctly out on one occasion to the (Jerman local com^ 

when h(' selected Hill 70 and the nortlu'i'n mander, a certain Major Klotz, that the Hagia* 

suburbs of L<'ns as tlu^ scene for the chief Convention forbade somi^ of his enactions, 

feints hefon' his an<l Anlhoint^’s rc'iiewal of the “The Hague Convention.” answ(‘red Klot/., “is 

Third Hattie of Vpres. The n-sult of the for us aial not for you.” One day Klotz had 

action, in which the Canadian losses wen* light, complained that a (Jermnn soldier had been 

was to use Sir Douglas's own word;, that wounded, not— as was the fact— by a Ihitish 

“th(‘ threat to I.ens itself was renden*d nion* bullet, but by a shot fir('< I at him byan unknown 

immediate and more insistent, and th(^ enemy <‘itizen of Lens. Jn vain M. Hasly had pro- 

was pieventcd from concentrating the whole of test(*d. “ 'Fho town,” Klot/. said, “is fined 
his attentiiin and rcsourci's u])on the fr^nt of £800.” 
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T HF Canadians of (leneral Currie's 
(.'orps who, as described in tlie last 
chapter, had on August 15, 1017, 
uTested Hill 70 from the Oennans, 
were entering the outskirts of L(‘ns itself when, 
at 4.45 a.rn on Thursday, August 10, Aiithoine’s 
and (Joiigh's troops again struck at the en- 
trenched zone between the confluence of the 
Vperlee and Stecnbook on the left and the 
Ypres-Monin road at Inverness (-opse on the 
right. This, the second phase of the Third 
Battle of Ypres, was preci'ilod as usual l)y a 
very intense bombardnient. 

d'he impossibility of making deep-mined dug- 
outs in soil where water was often only a couple* 
of feet below the surface of the ground had led 
the enemy to erect a number of redoubts of 
reinforced concrete. This was often of con- 
siderable thickness, up to as luuch as 19 feet, 
constructed round cages of iron bars, about 
half an inch in diameter and divided from each 
other by \arying distances, sometimes no more 
than 7 inches. The entrance door was of steel 
sufficiently thick U) stop rifle or machine-gun 
Hre or ordinary bombs. Their shapes varied 
considerably and were made to suit the needs 
of e^h situation, though a good many were of 
the ordinary pill-box shape. These “ fieltl 
forts,’* as Sir Douglas Haig calls them, were 
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heavily armcil with iiuudiine-guns and maimed 
by picked men, Duly din*ct hits from our 
heavy guns or howitzers were capable of 
battering them to piec(‘s, and the garrisons wore 
ipiite .secure frtmi any attack by tanks. 

In the (*arlicr fighting we had roacheil the 
outer edge of the formidable cliain of con- 
<*retc redoubts which formetl the bucskbone 
of Sixt von Annin’s dcfi'iisive systi^m. We had 
now to light our way Ihrmigli it, opposed by 
furious comitcr-at tacks, on which the (iermans 
had coiiif* to place their cliief reliance. Many 
Brilisli successes had shown thi^ enemy that his 
infantry were unable to hold the strongest 
defences wh(*n tliese were suitably attiw*ked, and 
that inereasiiig the number of his troops in bis 
forward zone merely ad(U‘d to bis losses, 
^e bad tlierefore adojiti'd a more elastic 
seheme of defence, in wbieli forward trenches 
w'ere Indd only in suniciiiiit strength to dis- 
organize the Allied attack, wliih^ the bulk of 
the (ierman troops w'ere k«*[>t in re.servc, ready 
to deliver a powerful and immediate blow* which 
might r<!covt*r the positions overrun by our 
troops before we had time to consolidate them. 
This system, which was described in detail in the 
last chapter, had been used on the German front 
attacked on July 31 and subsequent ilates 
and had been partially successful. On August 16 
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these winter-attac k tactics were again employed 
and under favourable conditions which gave 
tlioin some further go ;d suits. 

Bad weather hampered our aviators ; they 
wore often >mablo to observe the movements of 
the (lerman troo|)a, with the result that no 
warning was receixod of the Cerman counter* 



(.ROUND ROUND DRIB GRAGHTEN, 
Showing inundations. 


attacks. 'Phe same r(‘ason l•en(lere(^ it impossibh* 
to assist the rangiiig of tlie artillery, so that our 
infantry obtained but littk* help the guns 
while contending against the masses hurled at 
tlu’in wluMi assaulting the liiu' of Clerman posts. 
But stilt, on th • whole, the new’ German method 
was not a suec<*ss, as documents captured on 
October I showed that tli<‘ Gei’inan Higher (Van* 
mand at that <late was 4‘U(k‘avouring to revert t»> 


the old practice of holding the forward positions 
in strength. But on August 16 the new tactics 
were still adhered to. 

The French on Gough’s left operating in or 
on the edge of the inundated region botw’eeu 
the Noordschoote-Luyghem road, which crossed 
the Yperleo at Drie Grachten, and the south of 
St. Janshoek, a hamlet on the east bank of the 
Steenbeek, north of Bixschoote, hail a some- 
w^hat easier task than the British. 

Fully to appreciate what had been and wa^ 
to bo accomplished by the French and British 
struggling to break out from the Vpres salient, 
one must remember that, difficult as had been 
the task when .lofire and Fnmeh, in the third 
we<!k of October 1614, had contemplated a 
thrust through Thourout on Osteiul, Brug(‘s. 
and Ghent, it had become, by August 1617, an 
infinitely more complicated problem for the 
Allies to advance in the Bilgian plain. F'och’'. 
judichnis employment of llu; information given 
him by the Belgian authorities and th'‘ 
resulting inundations had largely contributed 
to the fav’ourable result of the Battle of the 
Vsor. The Germans in their turn had rcsort«‘(l 
to .similar methods. Witli further inimda 
tions th('y had sc'cured as far as w^as ])ossib]e 
their right flank between Dixmude and Bix- 
schooto. In addition to these tlu‘y had con 
structed a system of fortifications calculated to 
stop an advcisary endeavouring to traverse 
or circumvent the flooded area. The bridgt*- 
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. PLAN OF THE WORKS AT DRIE GRACHTEN. PHOTOGRAPHED FROM AN 

AEROPLANE. 


lietwi of J)rio (iracliton foniiod an iiiij)ortant 
point in thoso works, oonstnictod largc'ly by 
forced labour, to rendiT the German front, 
impregnable.* ft blocked the Noordschoote- 
Luyghom road wliere it crossed t he Yp(*rloeC^innl 
just north of its junction with the flooded 
Steenbeok, which - after if r(‘C('iv('s f lic waters 
of tho Kortebeek — is called tlic 8t. danS' 
book. From Luygluaii a road ran south 
eastwards to Vcrbraii<lcmis and the cliauKsc<^ 
which proceeded from Zudyschoote and Lizcrnc 
over the Yperlec? at Stcenst raat to Dixmude. 'Po 
s(^eure Luyghem and ^rerckcin and reach the 
chaiiKsee was necessary for the Frcncli if any 
attempt was to be nin-dc by them to reduce the. 
vast fortress of the Forest of Houthulst lying 
south of Dixmude and nortli of Langcmarck. 

Tho bridgo-hoad of Drie Grachtcai also gave 
the Germans the power of dol)ouchi!ig ov<*r 
the canal if they wished to counter-attack 
Jicross it. Dy August 15 tlio French from 
Noordschooto to its soutli-w('st and from Ib’x- 
schooto to its south-east were facing this 
bri<lge-he<ul. 

West of tlu^ Yperlee Canal it consist(*d 
of a scmi-circular Wf)rk wliich, from the 
nature of tho soil, water being found immc‘- 
diately below tho surface, had to be built nlx)vo 
ground. It w^as mainly composed of reinforced 
concrete shelters connected by a raised trench 
<*omposed <.if concrete, earth, and fasc*ines, 
with a communication trench leading back to 
another shelter, where tho commander of the 

♦ Drio Qracliton mcanH throo ditchos, i.e., Ihe thrco 
catchvrater draiiiB which xervcd to <!arry off the water 
drained into thorn from tho Poldar land through which 
they ran. 


post was located. Somt^ hutidn'd yards ifi front 
of this w'o k, on tlic causeway, was a small 
blockhouse joined to the work hy a communica- 
tion trench dug in Mk' north side of the roiwl. 
Barbed win^ cntanglcnuMits — botli standing 
out above tho watc^r and below it — (extended 
in front of post and blockhouse. The post 
and hlockliouse w(‘rc atliwart the road from 



IjNoprdschote^ 

Scale or Yards 

JOO ‘too 500 

DRIE GRACHTEN BRIDGEHEAD. 

Noonlschooto to Luyghem. ^Po ilje north of 
thdn \vas a redoubt, railed “ P Fcluscitte ” 
Redoubt, and another on the south, both west 
of the Ypta’lee. "Pliese redoubts eorrospon(k;d 
with the ends of the defenees on t-lu? <‘ast(;rn 
hank of tlni emud, an 1 flanked them. 'Phey 
w<ire identical in shajs*, b(‘iiig bastions 7 ft. 
above the inundations. Platforms aa, hb (sco 
plan on j). 364) pcMinitted tht3 maclune-gun.s to 
coirinwind a wid<^ arc? over the ground in front. 
The platforms had fur their foundations bases of 
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r(*iaforce(l concreto iti whioli wc^re two cham- 
bers ; otic to contain the machine-gun and its 
cartridges, the other stores of grenades. 
Behind were two dug-outs, cc (s(‘o plan), for 
tlie garrison. They contained bunks, etc., 
and were comiectefl })y tunrnds with the cham- 
bers and the platforms. The sich's of these* 
tunnels wta'c wattled, tlieir floors cov’ert^d with 
mattresses. 

Across the Yp<‘i*le(! on its eastern bank was a 
rampart of concnde or reinforcfnl (Joncreto 
running behind and parallel with the canal 
from a point O])posite the Kclusette work to 


through the floods, one to tlie north, the other 
to the south, of the road. On the causeway 
the Germans had constructed a light tramway, 
whicli, in places, ran through a tunnel made in 
the foundations of the road. Every .3.5 to 50 
yards were traverses with reinforced concrete 
shelters, as refuges against fragments of burst- 
ing shells. Elaboi’ate as all its arrangements 
were, it fell without very great difficulty on 
August 10. 

The German redoubts in this part of the 
field were, indeed, better defined targets for the 
French guns than those in the morasses and 



•L’ECLUSETTE" BLOCKHOUSE AT DRIE GRACHTRN. 


the redoubt south of the blockhouse. The canal 
formcil, as it were, a ditch to this rampart. 
At both emls and in the centre were* a number 
of footbridges ovcm’ the canal. The inner 
side of the rampart was every few yards pro- 
vided with steps leading to the para])et, and 
its terreplein was a ctaierete platform on which 
the garrison stood wh(*n firing over the parapet. 
At intervals hollow travorsis. formed by low- 
pit ehed concrc'te cabins, eoverixl w'ith earth, 
lan back froju tho rampart to protect it from 
i'ulilado lire, ft was im[)(^ssiblt^ to burrow in 
the water-loggt'd soil ; while to hav(t raised 
the walls of the eabins higher would have 
rendered them a eonsjneuous mark for the 
French gunners. 

The eommunieations Indween this eonerete 
rampart and tho defences of the Jjuyghein 
peninsula consist etl of the raised road from Drie 
Grachten to Lnyghem, and of two footlwidges 


woods from the south of St. Jaiishoek across tho 
Ypres-Staden and Ypit*s-Houlers railways to 
the road from Ypres to Mtjniii, and more easily 
destroyed as tliey were almost entirely above 
ground. Owing, moreover, to the floods the 
enemy had difficulty in mustering his reserves 
near the tl\reatened points, ivnd tho country 
being more oix^n than it was oj^posite the 
British the French aircraft w’ore, notwith- 
standing the weather, able to observe the 
position an<l during tho night of tho 1.5th-16th 
and on the morning of the KUh to bomb them 
and the German bivouacs and cantonments 
north jind east of Houthulst Forest as well as 
Liehtervelde nvilway station, 12 miles east of 
Dixmude. While tho battle ])roceeded they 
and their Belgian colleagues, flying at a very 
low altitude, attacked with bomb and machine- 
gun fire enemy troops, railway trains and 
aviation grounds. Two Gennau machines 
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RUINS OF NOORDSCHOOTE. 


[Belgian official photograph. 


were brought down and two driven down by 
the French ; one was brought, down by a 
Belgian airman ov(T the Houthulst Forest. 
It was in that very considerable mass of still 
intact woodland that Sixt von Annin had 
concentrated the bulk of liis reserves between 
Oixmudo and Laiigemarck. Naturally, tlio 
French long-range guns gave particular atten- 
tion to the forest. So effective was their fire 
that only driblets of (jlerman infantry succeeded 
in debouching from it iigainst Anthoine’s right 
and Oougli’s left. 

Anthoino’s oVijectives were tlie Drie Oracliten 
hridge-liead and the whole triangular spit of 
land between the T.,ower Steenheek and the 
Vperleo Canal. His right was to cross the 
J^teonbeek and, in touch with Cough’s left, 
to assist the l^ritish to clear the enemy from 
liis positions north-west of Langeniarck and 
south of the Broenbeek stn*am, which joins 
the Steenbeek just south of St. Janshoek. 
The Steenbeek at this point was some seven fc^et 
broad and five feet deep. Tt widened and 
deepened in the reach between St. Janshoek 
and the Steenstraat-Dixmude road, and from 
he Martjewaart reach to the Yperleo Canal it 
was some 20 feet broad and 13 feet deep. 

The French had already crossed the Yperleo 


a little to the nortli of the Drio Crachten 
bridge-head, and N.W. of Ihxschoote had 
driven the Cernuins out of a part of th(< marshy 
Poelscle peninsula, hut numerous pill-hox(‘s- - 
mostly in the ruins of farmhouse's —had yet 
to be reduced. North and north-t^ast of 
Bixschoote the ground sloping tt) the Sltnuibeek 
was sprinkksl with redoubts. A third of a 
mile west of the jimction of the Broenbeek 
and Steenbet'k was a steel and concretes fort, 
“ Les Lilas,” and in the angles between the two 
streams was ” Mondovi,” a similar obstacle. 
The Frt^nch artillery, which had for some days 
previous to the attack bombarded the Drie 
(Jrachten bridge-head, had reductul it to 
impotence, the exposed concrete works Ix'ing 
easily rendered untenable. Our Allies, on the 
IGtli, waded through the suhrut^rgod area and 
established themselves in tiui rtiiiKsl w'orks. 
In the Poelsele peninsula the enemy gave mor<^ 
trouble but by nightfall had Im'I'ii dislodged 
f roiiirfill thoir strong j)oint s. TIk; west bank of t he 
Martjewaart reach of the St(HMihcek was thus 
gained. North and north-east of Bixschtxito 
the French also arrived at the w(‘st bank of the 
St. Janshoek reach, but the garrison of the 
Les Lilas fort continued to hold out, though 
surrounded on all sides. 
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Tlu* TTpj)or StcpnlKM-ik wivs crossed by the 
Kn^rieli between u point wi*st of Wydendreft and 
ti bend in the, stn'ani s(nitli-west of St. Janshoek. 
K(M-pin^; in line with <loii^»irs extr(‘ine l(*ft, 
they a<lvaTieefl to the soulli bank of tlie 
Hroeidx'ek. 'Die fort r)f Mondovi, iiowever, 
at sunset, was still firing. Pivoting on it, 
th(i (lennaiis eounter-attaeked (hiring the night 
in the hop(; of p(‘net rating between the Kreneli 
and Pritisli. 'J’lu< attack eoinplotely failed, 
and the n(‘xt morning th(‘ French and our men 
lay side by side looking acro.ss the narrow 
valliy of tfie Jiroenix'ek. A})art from the 
resistance of tlie Lcs Lilas and Mondovi forts, 


the French liad achieved their object.^ on the 
Kith without much difliculty. Tlicre had, in- 
deed, bei^ri some Iiard fighting at Champaubert 
Farm and Bricnne House, Kvo isolatinl groups 
of ruins, but the French guns were prompt I v 
turned on them. Brieime House at onc(‘, 
Champaubert Farm shortly afterwards, lioistcil 
whit(’ flags. Flic day’s take of prisoners 
amounted to over 300 (including four officers). 
Numerous guns, trench mortars and machine- 
guns had been captured by our Allies. During 
the night of August 10-17 French airmen set 
fire to the railway statical buildings of (V)rtH- 
marck, 10 miles east of Dixmueh?. On Friday, 
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August 17, Anthoiiie completed his operations. 
The Lcs Lilas and Moudovi forts, against tlie 
<*oncroto sides and roofs of which tlio lighter 
shells burst, ineffectually, were not reduced 
until heavy howitzers were brought up. Thest^ 
opened fire in the morning and by nightfall 
both of these strong points were breached and 
then were surrendered by tlieir garrisons. 
Some 23 (lerniaus and two ottieers were ea])ture<l 
at L(‘s Lilas. Th(‘ total of prison<‘rs u<»w 
t'xceeded 400 and sonu* In (Jt'rnian guns had 
))e<MT taken.* 

From the southern (‘dge of th<' inundati(uis 
jind st retches of t nuiclsu-ous s^^’amp belwe«'n 
I)ixmu(h' and Dri(‘ (Jnie}it(Mi th(^ Fr(*n<‘h lim‘ 
ha.d been puslwHl forward to tli(* western baidv 
of the* Steenbeek as far a.s tlu‘ south of St. 
dtuishoeik. South of the Mondovi fort the. 
SttM‘td)e<‘k had been crosst'd and th(‘ i'xtrenu* 
right of AnthoiiK‘'s army ha<l sw ung northwards 
to t h(‘ south bank of the llr(M*nl)<‘<‘k. (.on- 

se((uently riough's left wing wn.s no long<‘r 
i.'i danger of Ix'ing takcni in r(‘V(‘rse. Anthoiin* 
by his handling of his troops, guns and aircraft 
had further enhanced liis gO'at r(‘putation. 
lie had show'u that- lu^ could maineuvre in tlx' 
marshes of Flanders as skilfully ais h<' had 
manoMivr<‘d on tlu' hills of Moronvilliers. An 
especial tributes must Ix' paid to the French 
engiiK’cu’s. Under Jx‘avy sh<‘ll fin*, iii swamps 
juid morass(*s they lia.d repaired roads, })ridgt'd 
sti*('ams and const ruett'd win* »*n(angl(‘m<*nts. 

SimultaiK'ously with the h’r<*neh ad\an<*e to 
the Lower Steenbeek and the Hroenbet'k, tlx* 
Ihitish nth Army was set in tnotion. On tlx* 
<xtr('nie left haiglish tr(x»ps abieast of the. 
Fn'uch stornx'd tlx* hamlet of \\'yd('ndreft , 
reached tin* soutlx'rn bank of the ih*(x'nbeek 
and assist(*d their eomrad(*s on the right to 
"form Laiig<‘marck. The (Jerman 2Mth I)i\'i- 
>ion retin'd b(*foi-r* llx*)n. In Lang(*marek 
on the Vj)ri*s-Stad(*n railway aixl its (*nvirons 
the (Jerman 7hth Kes(*rve Division put up a 
fail* n*sistaiice. The troops of this division 
had been terribly tii(*d by fix* |»reliniinarv 
bombardment during tlx* night of the lath- Kith. 
'The 202ntl and 2t)lst H(*giments belonging to 
it had been ordered to drive us back o\ er 
the St('('nb(*ek. Ihit iieither of thcTii could 
h(* indue d to face the British barrage. 

* Fnaich rommunique of Axigx.-'t 17. 

">mmuniqu6 of the same date slated dial “24 (Jennari 
-'Uiis. inehiding a iminber of lieavy ha<l f»efn 

<aj)ture<l by the Allies.” See the map in tlie last 
elxjpter for fh? general lie of the co'intry. 


With grim satisfaction the Rifle Brigade, the 
Somerset Light Infantry, Uornish aixl other 
Knglislr county battalions, who had silently 
crossed tlie bridges ov(*r the Steenl)eek and were 
lying in the muddy and wat(*r logged ri*gion 
beyond, watched the (*eas('h*ss ram of slx'lls 
from our guns. During the niglit tlx* tiii- was 



\r>c.'ih offmal 

PRUSSIAN (UJARDS OFFICKRS RKCRIVR 
THEIR BREAD RATION AS PRISONERS 
OF WAR. 

clear atxl diy xixl tlx* e\ph*sions of the pro- 
j(*etil(‘s lit up (he h)regrouixl Jind threw mto 
relief tlx* Immuxx'ks of dchrls which mji,rked 
the site* t>f Laug(‘mar<*k, the shatten'd farms in 
its \ieiiiily, arxl the sfpiat, ugly, eoiiende 
i(*douh1s t‘.stal)lish(*«l over tlx* water loggiMl 
countryside. At intervals gusts of (h'rman 
slx'lls Imrst among our men, ehnniing up tlx* 
mud, und jxiisoning the atmosplx*re wifh gas. 

'I’owards dawn of tlx* KltJi a heavy mist 
came up aixl obscured the \d<*w. 'I'beu l)egaii 
the final, tlx* int(*ns(* boml)ar<lm(‘nt, and tlx* 
British, rising to tlx‘ir f(*et, and slipping or 
wading at (*vcry st(*|), nx)ved forward lx‘hind 
tlx* eriH*])ing bariage. “ It was a grarxl 
barrage,” said a (llouec'ster man wlx) took 
part in the advance. “The shells wen* laid 
out just in front of us as thougfi a man was 
dropping tlx'tn from a hask(*t as he walkeil.” 
Excellent, however, as was the artillery pre- 
paration in this seidor of tlie battlefiehf, the, 
pliysieal and moral (‘ffort that was needed for 
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CUTTING UP TREES PEIJ.ED BY SHELL-FIRE NEAR ZILLEBEKE. 

The timber was used to strengthen trenches, make roads, etc. 


Ilu‘ rcihict inn of l^angc'inarck ^^as (‘xtraor- 
Hiiiary. 'Tla* appmacla's to tlu' village wcmh* 
l>n^s ()i‘ pniuis. III somn placns the* fialds warn 
and till' foads had disappaarod ill tla* 
wasta of sla'll cratca’s. Mouiidcrinfj; in tli<* mud 
whiidi clung to liools and leggings, our troops 
visit)ly nicht'd away under the jets of laillels 
tired from innum<'rahle maeliiia'-guns. 

N(‘ar the eastern l)ank of thi* Steent)c*ek was 
n tiroad, drah mass of reinforeed conerete, 
ironieally named “ An Jion (dte ’’ (Tlie Good 
Sheltt'r), on (he site of an erstwhih* c*stamiiu‘f 
for tlie rt'freshment of ])easan(s returning fn)ni 
J^angemaiH'k railway station to their farms. 
A huge shell had faih'd to smash in the sides of 
this rt'douht, whieh still kept up firing at our 
men. Tlu‘ sti*el d»)or was fast bolted and 
nothing eould be iloiie but to tire at the slits 
in the walls. A group of our men eneireleil 
th(* work and kept up a. fusilladi*, waiting to 
bomb the garrison if by ehanee the door were 
to be opened, jieyond the “Hon (Jite” tlie 
remaind(*r of the English wave perceived on 
their h‘ft a similar fort, Keitres Farm, com- 
manding all the grounil between the Steenbeek 
and the village. It rose in front of a patch 
of green water, the lake of a demolished 


eluiteau. Farther toth(‘ l(‘ft, from gun })its on 
both sidt‘s of tla* ^'pr^‘s-Stad(‘n railway, an<l 
frtan LangiMiiarek lailway station, German 
machine-gunners were firing with frantic hasti? 
at the left flank of their foes approaching 
Keitres Farm. Away to th(‘ right two lines 
of blackened trunks marked wh(‘re the road 
from Filkian thiough Langemarek to Poel 
(•appelle had once run. Sinking up to tlair 
thighs in mud, our surviving m(*n stcMulily 
pressed on. Gin' of them with a Lewis gun 
craw'leil u|> to tlu* ri*doul)( and managed to 
thrust th(' mu/./.le through a loophole and tire. 
Shrieks and oaths followed the discharge, 
and, immediately afterwards, through anothei- 
hole lluttered a strip of white cloth. 'The 
Prussian garrison surrendered, and Reitr(‘> 
Farm was ours. In the meantime the defenders 
of Hon Gite, feeling themselves isolated, had 
opened its steel door and attempted to e.seap('. 
Hombs flung in the doorway had killed several 
of them, and the rest, wounded or unwounded, 
had been taken prisoners. 

The advance on l..angemarck had begun at 
4.15 a. 111 . The ruins of the village church, 
the gun pits along the railway, the station 
and other strong points w'ore not secured till 
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\1''n'fuh (tffiiiul f>hotoi>raf'h. 

KRENCJ! first-aid station established in a captured GERMAN BLOCK- 
HOUSE. 


8 a.ni. The Knglish troops oti tlio right of 
tflo Kmich having stoniiod \\ ydc'iidroft. had 
attacked gun ])its and station from the north, 
while tlieir comrades round Reitres Kami wen* 
assaulting them from the; soutli. Tli(‘ n(‘xt 
step was to attack the treneli system running 
crescent -wise hehind the villagi'. To the 
support of the disordered 7!)th lh‘serve Division 
was being sent the 2tth Wiirteinherg Division, 
a body of tough and seasoneil troops. The 
Somersets Jid\anced along the road towanis 
Schreybooin, a hamh't on tin' northern of th(' 
tw’o roads conneeting Tangi'inarck with JVieh 
cappelle. At Pont Point wctc, along the side 
of the road, two r(*doubts with loopholes and 
steel <loors. A lieuteniuit with 20 men made 
for the first. lie reduciMl it with bombs 
and captured .‘10 prisoners. Though only six 
unwounded men were left with him, the 
lieutenant proceeded to assault the second of 
the strong points. He flung two grenades 
through the loopholes but the garrison still 
resisted. 1'hen he threw^ his bombs at the 
steel door. They failed to explode. Ih»ating at 
the door with his fists he shouted “ (.^ome out, 
you — come out ! ” To his surprise the 
door opened and 42 Germans with a Yorkshire- 


man whom lh(‘y hail taki'ii (‘lueigc'd, holding 
up th('ir hands. It is pk'nsaid to nOate that 
the 'N'orkshireman had hei'ii well treated by his 
captors. A third blockhouse ai*med with 
I'ight nuu'hine-giins, which worked on a 
hydraulic lift, was I hen r(‘duc(*d, and tla^ 
lieutenant, liring with his automatic pistol, 
I'hased a numher of the eni'rny nji tlu‘ road. 
He and his men w(*nt on and joined a gi'ouji of 
Someisets, King's Own Voikshire Light Infant ly, 
and Ride Ihigadi' nu'ii. This was hut one 
of the many heroic incidents which resultc'd 
in th(* transha- to thi' Rritish of tlu' whoh* of the 
cresc(*nt -shaped di'fcnsive systi'in Ix'hind Lange- 
marck with the (‘xci'ption of a shoi*t kaigth of 
trench noi t h-east of t he \’illag(‘. 'Ihvo laiuntiM - 
attacks of the ({(‘rmans on August Id were 
easily re[)uls('d. 

Th(^ captun^ of tlu^ lira' of the Lowau’ Steen- 
beek and the Rroenbei'k and of Langemarck 
by Anthoin<*’s right and Gough’s left wing 
secured the British from th(' dang(T of being 
attacked in the rear whik^ th(*y wctc engagial in 
dislodging the eni'iny from the Passchendaolo 
Ridge. That dangi'r luul Ix^iai a very real one, 
for under cover of the Forest of Houthulst it 
w’as possible for Sixt von Am\in to assemble 
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Jargi^ forces without h(“iiig (KTceiveci and, as the 
(hTiiiaris had <lo!ie at th(‘ S<*c*on<l liattle of 
to lauiK'h tlu'in tlirough Jiixschwto and 
Langeinarck on Y])res. The Krencli j)osition 
stopped this. So far, tlien, tiie opendions of 
August 10 were, a distinct success for tlu' Allies, 
as along tlu* left half of the hat t l(*fi«*ld they Juul 
been almost everywlicn* victorious. Unhappily 
het\\(‘cn the cjistern (uiNirons of Lang<*!narek, 
across the ^'pres-Houlers railway to th<* road 
fnnu ^ "pres to Men in, the <lay \\'(‘nt hadly tor 
(h)ug}i. It WU.S hen* that t h“ Mritish wt^re faced 
hy the network of large eonendt^ forts befon* 
referr<*d to and w<*re also (*xpoH<‘d to tlu* 
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hea\ lest shell tire. Sixt von Armin, not ])eing 
at tanked that da\.v by J*lum<‘r’s Sa'cond Army, 
was abk* to <*onci*ut ravte agaiinst (Jough’s eeiitr«* 
and rigid wing a \ ast number of guns and taa 
a'luploy extra, bad 1 aliens in eounter-ad t acks. 
UoiiSeipu'iitly (Jough, ak‘spit<' tlu* couravg** and 
dash of his nu*n, aai the ceidn* aind right 
sutTen'd a decidt'd rt'vc'rsi*. W est Uancaishin* 
dV'rritorials and troops from otlu‘r Knglisli 
counties, iudei'd, numaged to adviin<*e l,0(Kt 
yards east of l.iangenmrck and to establish 
theins('lv(‘s on a line running from the old 
(lerman third line due east of the vilhvge to the* 
luarth of St. dulien, thereby protecting oiir 
gavrrison in and around Lixngemarek from a 
Hank adtack. Ineiik'ntally they stormed a 
pow«*rful work neair the road from Ypres to 
IkHdeappelle. anotlu'r ])ill-box farther nortli 


near Koorselaore, and a third one 700 yards 
or so east of St. Jiilion. But the enemy on the 
Mt. du Hibou, in Triangle Farm to its south, in 
Winniix^g Farm on the Langemarck-i^onnobeke 
cross-road, and in \Yurst F'arm north of the 
latter strong point, eounter-attackefl very 
violently. Tliough those regiments took 40(1 
prisoners and mat (‘Hally assist (ul the C(jrnish, 
Som<‘rs(‘ts, and Kiflt^ Brigade in their reduction 
and retention of l.<angemarck, they were unable 
to turn the vcTy strong position to their right, 
against which th(^ Ulst(*r and South Irish troops 
W(‘r(‘ dashing thcms(‘lves in vain. 

It will h(‘ r(*(U)llocted that tlu* Ulster and 
South Irish Jlivismns had particularly dis- 
tingiiislu'd tlu'ms(‘lves in the lighting at Mes- 
.^iiH's, when* Major W illie Ib'dmond, M.P., lost 
his lib*. S(?v(‘r(‘ly as tlu‘y had b(*(Mi t(‘stod 
on Jun<‘ 7, it was a far stenu*!* task they wwo. 
si‘t on Thursday, August K). Tlu^y W(*re con- 
frojdi'd by tlu* n«‘\\' (i«*rman (‘lastic .systt'in of 
d«‘f(‘nc(‘ in its most ])(‘rf4*ct form and tlu; (*n(nny 
oppejsed to I lu ‘in -Jhivarians— had not had 
tlu‘ir n(*rv(‘s sha,k(‘n by tlu* oxplosi(jn of min(‘s 
of II npr(‘ccd( ‘id (‘(I niagnitiuk*. l)(‘i)loyed betw'e(‘n 
Fortuin (sold h-sout h-(*ast of St. Julien (ju tlu^ 
road from Ypri's to the north(‘rn outskirts of 
PaKsclu‘nda(‘l<') and tlu^ Ypres- It ouh'rs Kailway 
south of Frezenb(*rg, tlu* Irish obj(‘ctiv(‘ was the 
Uangeman‘k-Zoniu‘bek(* road which, as wi* have 
s(*(‘n, \\a.s r(*ached and crossed by tlu* Fnglish 
troops on their left to tlu* west of tlu* 'S'^pres- 
l*oe!cappclU‘. road but. not — lu'arer tlu* Irish - 
b( twe(*n tlu* south of Koors(*la»*n^ and VVinnip<*g 
F'arm. 4’he Ulstt r Division was on tlu^ l(*ft, 
tlu* Inniskillings, Dublin Fusilier's and Koyul 
Irish KiH(‘s of tlu* South Irish Division 
W4*r<* on the right in the ordt*r named. Tlu* 
Koyal Irish Kilb's w<*r»* to work up the Vpres- 
KouI(*rs railroad to I lu w(*stern edgt* of 
/onn(*b(*k(*. 

The undulating ground in front of the Irish 
was sodden with rain, pitted with (‘raters and 
d(*f(‘nded by many pill -boxes. Ulay and earth 
had be(‘n pik'd up round tlu* edges of llu^ 
crati'i’s, which w’»*re fitti'd with w'ooden plat- 
forms and high steps for the machine-gunners 
in tliem. Here and there barbed wdre (*id.anglc- 
ments Juvl escaped the British bombardment- 
The llaaiu*beek and Zonnebekej streams, both 
swollen by the rain in places, ran across the line 
of a(.lvance. The Zonnebeke north of Frezenberg 
entered our lines south-west of Fortuin and then 
turned northwards and at St. Julien received 
the ITaanebeek, flowing down from tiui 
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|»jisschen(laolo Ridge ; west of St. Jiilion the 
two conjoined streams wore calUnl the 
Steonbeek. 

At 4.45 a.m. tlio ITlstornien set out. They 
speedily ejected tlie handful of Bavarians in the 
first crater line, but then their troubles began, 
floso to their starting point an old battery 
position had been converti'd into a nest of 
machine-guns, and beyond ros<‘ the solid 
<-<>iicrete structure of Pond Farm redoubt, with 
its chain of deep dug-<tuts. With bayoni't and 
bomb the IJlsterinen gradually overpowere<l th<‘ 
(enaeious foe and resumed their advance. But 
from Hill 35, south of the Langemarck-Zonne- 
Ix'kc road, torrents of bullets poured down on 
them; they were enfilad(Ml from the (iallipoli 
redoubt and held up by a broad entjingl(‘nu‘nt 
nf barbed wire. \Vliile cutting their way 
through this tliey were mown down in lu^aps. 
'They succ<M‘(h‘d ill taking a post “'Pin* 
PaseriK' ” — nea.r Border Fai’iii, but, fierc<‘ly 
coimti'r-attacki'd, wen* obligi'd to l•<‘lin(|uish it. 
Step l)y stt'p they w<‘n‘ forced liaek and at 
niglitfall tlu' Pond Ka.rm was a.ga.iM in tlH‘ lamds 
<»f tla* Bavaria.ns. 'Phe <'\perien<M's of 1 Ih‘ S outh 
Irish Division wen* \<‘rv similai*. 'Ph * liinis- 
killings crossed flu* Zonneb<‘k<', (*a.pl ured two 
rodoubts, a.nd tiMuporai’ily gain<‘d the summit 
of IJill 37, l>ut, unsuppoi'ted on both (lanks, 
they too \\ert‘ forced to r'*tir«‘. 'Phe l)u)>liu 
Fusiliers to tlK> right were lield up by tho 


machine-guns of the l^remtai n'doubt, while 
the Royal Irish Rifles, who ha<l worked up tho 
Ypres-RouliTs railway as far a-s tlio level 
crossing and endeavounnl with (k'ta.ils of the 
Dublin Fusi!io*s to carry Hill 35 from the east, 
were in tlu‘r turn flung baek by niassc's of 
(Jermans advancing from tlie direction of 
Zonncbt*kt‘. By the end of the afteriaain tlie 
attack betwi'cn Fortuin and the \"pn's-Bouh*rs 
railway had bt'cn bloodily repulst‘d. 

'Phe rextMst' sufleii'd by (Jough's c*entrti 
betwtHMi Fortuin and the Ypres- Itoulers railway 
was not eounter-balanetMl by sueeess(‘s in the 
\Nootlt‘d ri'gion south of tla* railroad. 'Pluai^ 
llu‘ weathei* conditions, leiuh ring ata-ophita* 
«>bs<‘rvat ion \ory ditlicult, tt)ld most heavily 
against the Ihitisli, ftir the woods east of 
West hock eiiad)led Si\t \ t)u Ai inin to eoriet‘id 
preparations for eoimtta’ at tacks bett»*r than 
in the opi'u eountry from bangemarek to 
Zonneb(4\«‘, although parts of t he wood had l>4‘«‘n 
n‘duet‘d to tree stuiujis by our gun-tire. 
'Po retain the Xoime Boselien, Folygon aial 
(lUaieorse W’oods a.nd hiv«*rness Copse w a.s 
rightly eonsidi*n‘d by the (Jeriuan coin- 
imualer to be a, mat tea* of vital impoi’t a.iii’c. 
If ( Jough from the W’esthoek ridge dro\e tin* 
( J(‘rmans c'ast wards { hrough tin* Nomu' Boscheu 
and Polygon Woods, he w.aild not only menace 
Zonnebek(‘ from the south but h(‘ would !>«? 
on tin* edg(' ot the PasM'la ndaeh“ Biilge. W(*re 
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OlencaTBo Wood and liivernesB Copst; lost by 
the (jlerinans, their hold on I [erenthage Chateau, 
Dumbarton Lakes and Shrev\'sbury Forest 
would become precarious, and Veldhoek, 
(Ihehivelt and Zandvoonh^ might ultimalely 
have to be abandont'd. d’he 15atf le of Messines 
had secured the Allies from a thrust at their 
eomriuinic^ations u<‘sf of V'prcs. 'riie (;hancf‘S 
of a successfid (h*rmau driv<‘ at Ypres from 
the north vv(‘r(! now s/nall ; during the day 
they had l>ecom('. smaller ; conso(piently a 
countf'i-ollensive against Yj)res from the east 
ofi both sidi's of the Vj)rcs-.Me!iin road was 
the last move left open to Sixt von Annin, if 
he wished by active measures to prevent the 
Allies moving on Thourout and Holders. IFe 
laid, tlierefore, massed the liulk of his guns and 
resirves on the line* Zonnebeke-t Jhehivelt- 
Zaudvoorde. In front of them the 34th 
Division in the woods north of the Vpres-Menin 
road was ordered at all costs to defiMid the pill- 
boxe<l zone. 

Along th(< W'esthoelv ridgi^ frofu the >'pr(*s- 
Holders railroad to tii(‘ road to Meniii, (iough 
laid (h'ldoyed baiglish county and London 
regiments for tla^ attack. 4’he Londonei-r, 
w«*re in tlu' centre and th(‘ii‘ objectives wine tla* 
( Jli'ucorse, Nijiine Hoschen, and Polygon W'oods. 


Their comrades on the left in touch with the 
Hoyal Irish Hides w’ere to descend the ridge 
and gain the west bank of the Haanebe^ek ; 
Inverness Copse was to be stormed by the 
troops on the right of the Londoners. 

At 4.45 a.m., in successive waves, the English 
county and London battalions moved slowlv 
forward through the woods and morasses 
They had been out all night in the wet mud 
under lieavy fire. At fii-st it seemed that the 
I..ondoners would lie successful. Disreganling 
macdiine-gun fire from Inverness Copse, they 
broke through Glencorse Wood. A powerful 
( h‘rman barrage fell u]>on them as they struggled 
nortluvards along the west side of Nonne 
Boschen Wood, which, owing to the floods, 
was mosfly under water. At thi^ northern end 
of the woodland th(‘y found a redoubt tuckiMi 
away among shattered trees. It was nuluced 
by bombing, as also was another pill-box 
beyond it on the road from Zonnebeke to 
Veldhoek, which skirts 1 hi^ iMvst of the wood. 
Prom fhe western c<lg(? of Holygou Wood many 
machine-guns {>layed on the now disordiTcd 
men. 5 et groups of l^ondoners waded througli 
the Nonne Boschiai Wood, others pn)ceiMlcMi 
north of it on llu‘ drier ground, whili* detach- 
ments manag(‘d to cross the open space, enter 
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AT BAY IN A SHELL-GRATER: HOLDING VV A COUNTER ATTACK WITH 

LEWIS GUNS. 


tlio belt of liecK and boin])iiiG: and bayomdin^ 
to arrive at tlie ^n^at raeeeoiirse in the centre 
of Polyj^on Wood, ddieii* Ihey halt(‘d an<l 
waited fr)i* rcMiiforeenuails to resist <*onnt<M*- 
attaeks. 

Unluckily the r(‘inforcenients did not arrive*, 
d’hey w(‘r(‘ k(’j)t off l)y the eiieinv's barram* 
of sh(*lls, while tla* failure of the troops on t Ihj 
l<‘ft to advance and those on the ri^ht to 
<‘a[)ture Inverness Uoj^se, left the* LoikIoiicis 
(*\pos(*d to flank attacks. 'Tlie only assistance* 
the'v re*e'ci\’ed was from tlie air. One* of onr 
ela,riiig ba.ttle» ’phine*s Jio\e*re*d oven- the' main 
strevt (»f Z<»nne*])e*ke! and aheae' l*olyg<ui W'ooel, 
scattering the* (h*rinans innste*ring fen* connl<*r- 
attacks. Otiici* a(.*roplane*s with their inacliine*- 
gnns peppereel the' ai)[)ro{iche*s tee the* wood, 
di‘oppe*el bombs oii the* cone*rele* r(*donbts 
ele*feneling its flanks, sile‘iiced batte*i ie*s, eiiiel elis- 
pe‘rse^el a cedumn eef t he e*fie*my on t he' .Afe'iiin roael. 

At 2 p.m. coinite'r attaeks e*omme*'nce*d from 
all siek^s. d’he* (h*rinans f)oured ewer the* ridge' 
south of Zonned)e*ke*, issued from Inve*rne*ss 
Uopse> and lle're*nthage* Weeeal, from she*!! 
licjles and fre)m !*o!ygoii AN'ooel itself. ddie. 
I-e)ndoners fe)nght stubbornly. Their j)e>sition 
may bo gatheivel from tlie following message 
signalled by a Middlesex ejfticer eoinmanelir g 
one of the gre>ups. “ Am in shell hole, befeire 
sec'oiid ed^jective,” it ran, “and two .strong 
points held by the enemy. Have ten men 
with me. We are surrounded, and heavy 


mae*hine**gun fire is he*ing tui’iu'd on us, Tle*gi*e'f 
ne) e*oui\se* ])ul to suri*(*nd(‘i'. Can’t se'e* fmy e)f 
eair force's." Se)me* e)f e)ur snadl advane-ed 

boelie‘S we*i’e more* fo?*t iinat e*, and, e*utting the*ir 
weiy thre)Ugh the* e*ne‘ire*ling foe*, re‘e‘nf e*i*e*d 
Neame* lk)se*he*n and ( Jle‘ne*e)rse' W’eiods and 
re‘eie*heMl our* line's in safety. 

The* se'e'ernd phase erf the* Thiiel Hattie* erf 

Yj)re*s heiel re'sulte'el in ane)lhe*r sue*e*e*ss hrr 

Antherim* anel, be*twe‘e‘n the' Hi*e)e‘nbe*ek anel 
St. .fnlie'ii, in a. sue*e*e‘ss fea* (haigh. Hut, in 
the* weaels erf Sir Deaiglas llaig, ‘‘ e‘\e*cpt- for 
seane* small gains of gr*ounel on the* w'e*ste*i-n 
e*dgc eif (Jle’iKMasc Wood anel north e)f W(‘slho(‘k 
the silnatiern seaifli e»f St. .lulieii !e«maine‘d 

une-hange*d." Agerinst the* se've‘i*e' losse*s sirs- 
taincil by the* Ulste“i*{ind Seaith Irish Divisieais 
anel tlie* English (\)unty anel London i*e‘ginie*nls 
lighting ein the*ir right wris te) be' se“t the' fae*t. 
that in the' e'eairse' of the* elay the* .Allie-s hael 
e*aptni‘e*el f)\’e*r- 2,100 pr*isone*r’s anel seane* .‘10 guns. 
The* (k'rman oOie'ial i’i*peat erf tlic fighting was 
characteristie*. ft false*ly alleg(*d that ( lough's 
troeips hael e‘nte*ie*d Pe)ele*appe*lle* anel be'e*n 
e'xpelle*el from berth t hat village anel Ljiiige'rnar*ck ; 
also that Hlume'Cs Seiconel Army hael take*n 
part in thr? battle*. As a spce'ime*n of (Icrman 
mcnelacity, the* re*p(jrt ele*se*rve's ter be* re*printe‘d : 

Fiuint ok thk Cnowv I’rnse'K IlL’i*i»RKCifT. Tin* 
see*oinl grcjit fighting day ui the* KhindeTs battle* has 
lje*e*n ikcielcel in «.mr favour, thanks te» the? hrave.Ty of all 
arms, thanks to the* ne'vcr-failiiite attacking .-trength of 
our incomparable* Cie*rman infantry. 
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Oil tho morning of August 15. uftor an hour’s dniiri- 
fii-*’, tho flower of tho ^i^^lish Army, ooooriipaniod hy 
Frorioh fon!OH on tho northorn wiiijr, burst forwp'arti, 
ill o[)iy ooholonoiJ, to flu* attaok. 

On a front of 30 kiloiiiotnvs (Ik^ miles ), from tho 
Ysor as far as tho I^ys, tho batllo ra;'«d throu;:hout 
tho (lay. Our advauood posts ou tho Ysor tUmnl near 
Drio Oraohtiui worn ovornm. 'Fho onorny also capturod 
tho ground bt*foro the battk* position of tlu* Martje 
Vaart, north and oast of Hixschooto, which was yii Ided 
stop by stop by our protoot in>4 troops. 

'riu' KM}4lish poiiot rated our linos near Lan^omurok, 
and by moans of roinforooiniMits pushed forward aa far 
as Pooloajipolk*. At this point they wore mot by a counter- 


had brought down 15 and driven down 11 of 
the enemy’s machines. One German obser- 
vation balloon had been sent to the ground in 
flames ; hostile aerodromes, which were now 
roofed with btillot -proof steel, had been cleared 
with machine-gun fire front a height of a few 
score feet, and ()J tons of bombs had bt'en 
droppt'd on enemy aerodromes, railway stations 
and billets. During the day 73 hostile batteries 
were silenced and subsequent observatioti 



MAKING A ROAD 

Mlhiok (HI till' pMi’t of our fiohtiiiu roservos. lu an irro- 
^i>-liblo assault tho foremost enemy troofis won* ovor- 
poworeil and his nair (’ohelous were thrown back. Hy 
the evenin)^. after teiieli flfdaietj. I^annemarek and our 
lost position was ai»ain in our baud'-. 

Alsu near St. .lulien, and at numerous points fart hoi 
south as far us Warneton, the enemy, whose shattop'd 
attaekiim lroo]is were oontinually roitd’orei'd, pcaiotrated 
into our ni'W battle /.om*. In nil other sectors of the 
extensive batth tield the haiudish U'-sault collajwd before 
our mitaiiulenients. 

In spii»( of h('a\y saerifiei's, tla* I'ui^lish ha\o aeeom- 
plishod nothimi ! Hy this ri'pulse w(‘ have eainod a 
full victory. ru'-hakiMi, with hit’ll spirits, our trout 
stands ready for lu'w battles! 

As we ha\e seen, our tiirnien, lliougli, owing 
to the w(*atlu‘r, they had often been unable to 
ileteet preparations for eounter-attaeks, had 
n*ndered on August Iti good service. The 
(I(‘nnan aviators had Jiad Id days’ rest ; 
llu'y had bt'en reinforced with one or more of 
their circuses ; and a strong west wind made it 
diflieult for ilamagi'd llritish and French 
machines to regain their lines. Nevertheless, 
with the loss of 1 1 aeroplanes, tho British 
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showed that 21 gun-pits had been (aitirely 
d«‘stroyed and 35 otluu's badly damagt*d. 
Further, 18 a.mmuuition dumps were! t‘xplode(l 
anil 15 (‘onsiderable fires caused. Our men had 
flown a total of 1,784 hours in the 24 hours 
ending at I) ]).m. on the Kith. In addition to 
the aerial incidents already related, sonu* 
others wJiich occurred on the Kith are well 
wort h recording. One aeroplane, going through 
our barrage- several times, atttwked the “ Au 
Bon Gite” redoubt, otlaas fired on Gcrinau 
troops entc'ring or leaving Laiigemarck. A 
British airman flew off at 4.45 a.m., attacked an 
aeroilrome with his machine-guns, fired 500 
rounds at tliree Albatros machines on the 
grouiul and into tlie billets of their creus. 
Froceeding above a main mad, he sh*.)t the 
horses of a transport wagon, at a railway 
crossing killed or \vounded a German sentry, 
and a little farther on stampeded a hoi’se 
transport. All this was accom})lished in an 
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NIGHT SCENE AT AN AVIATION STATION: A MACHINE ABOUT TO START. 


hour at a lieight of l(\ss t lum 100 fcvt. Aiiol Iht 
of these brave laen botnbtMi seven niaehiues at 
a (lennaii aerodrofiie, crossed a railway line, 
saw a train on a siding and tired at it. N'isitiiig 
another aerodrome he set a hangar on tire. 
Aft(‘rwards he (‘iigaged a railway engine. 
Still one more airman thav in the darkness over 
a (lerman aerodrome, bombed the lemgars 
and a railway siding, which was erannmed 
with troop trains, attack(‘d and des(roy<‘d 
two Albatross maehin(‘s, silenetMl a machine- 
gun and wo\indod or killed many of the enemy. 

T’wo mon^ (‘xann)l<*s of the daring displaytMl 
by onr airmen may be giv(*n. One of our nu‘n 
in liis ac'rial journey found a ma.(*hine just 
about to rise from the ground, so h<‘ div(‘d and 
tired into and wri‘cked it, then eireh'd round 


and continued to shatter tin* wri'ckagt'. Ih^ 
nuule a tour of tlr* aerodronu‘, tiring into t h(^ 
slu‘ds from ludow tlu‘ U'vi‘l of the roof, but as 
no o!U‘ appeared, he went awa.y and found a 
(lerman battery in ji.etion. Wo stooped at it, 
tirecl aJong the li le of guns, and sik*need them. 
TThmi h(‘ iiew ov(‘r tlu' battt'ry for live minut»‘s 
lest it should reeomnu'iiee firing, but- as it 
di<l not Ik‘ rt‘turn(Ml houu’! and ust'd the 
r(‘maifider of his ammunit ion on enemy t renelu'S 
in paissing. d’he secomi incid<‘nt, also, shows 
the elllieaey of ain*ra.ft under \aiying asp<‘ets. 
iler<‘ the a\’ia.tor a.tla.eked an aerodronu’, 
circling round at a height of 2h letd, tiring into 
ev(*ry slu‘d and s(*tti?ig ora‘ on tire. .A two- 
s<‘at<‘r ma.ehi!U‘ was Is'ing got. out w hi'ii he 
arrixed. so he wic^cIvimI t ha.t a.nd used ail the 
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ON THE FLANDERS FRONT: A SCENE IN ONE OF THE CAPTURED VILLAGES 
A shell-crater in the road has been filled with sand-bags* 
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PACK MULES GOING TO THE FRONT WITH SHELLS. 


r(‘s< of aniniiniil ion could s|)arc 
up and down a niihva.v train full of troops in 
a siding, firing into it through th(‘ roofs and 
tlu* wimlows. 

I<<*nicnihcring that tlu* al)ov<' feats had to 
he p<*rforined in the fac*e of the lir«‘ of luaehiiH*- 
guns a.nd a.nt i*aircnift guns of the lHt<‘st and 
most powi’rful lU'sign, arul t hat at any moment, 
our mefi might he pounced upon hv enemy 
aviators from the skv' al)o\'(‘ them, the (M)urage 
and al)ility <lispla.y(‘d weix* marv(*llo\is. Hefon* 
tiu' war Hying had Is'en n-garded as a most 
ha/ardous occ\ipatiou. h'ew would lia.ve then 
iimigiued that hy It) 17 t liousa.nds of iiu*u 
would 1 m' uiM*oncei-ii«‘dly risking their lives in 
tlu' air under circumstances so infinitely more 
!U‘rve*raicking. Nor wais th<‘ Hoyail Naval Air 
Ser\d<*t‘ imictive on the Itith. It homhed 
OstaMid jvnd 'I'hourout raiilwaiy stations and 
sidings, and (lhist<'lles aerodrome. Aerodromes 
and roaid transport at Uvtkerke, mile iiihmd 
from Hhmkenherghe, and at Kngt'l, lialf-way 
between Ghist<‘lles and d’hourout, were attacked 
hy naval averoplaiu's, hut harmlessly. 

'J'ht* formidahle cluiracter of the German 
fortified zone hetween tlie A’^pres -Comines 
canal and the Ypres-Houlers railroad and the 


methods of Sixt von Arinin's system of elastic 
defence* W(‘re now fully (‘\’i»l(‘nt to Sir Douglas 
Haig, Sir Huht'rt Gough, and Sir Hi'rlxTl, 
IMuinor. To penetrate that zone an attack on 
a wider front would he napiired. In \'i(av of 
the counter-attacks which liad heiai dir(*cttMl 
against the flank of the London(*rs and English 
county hattalions from the woods south of the 
road to Mcnin, the* region thence to the Ypn's- 
Koulors railway could not. safely hi* triNited as 
a.n iiulejicndent sector, d'he next great blow 
would have to he struck on both sides of the 
road. A ipiestion arose whether or not it 
should he struck by Gough with his right wing. 
If it were to he, that wing would hav'c to he 
jirolonged southward to the \'pres-Comin<'s 
<*anal. 'The nth Army, however, had borne the 
])ruut of the lighting since .fuly .‘U and its 
Io.sses had been considi'rahle. Tht* nun\hers at 
Sir Douglas Haig’s disposal in France did not 
justify liim in weakening Horne's, Byng's, 
and Bawlinson's Armies to reinforce Gough's 
four corps. The campaigns in Palestine 
ami ^Tesopotamia compi'ted with that in 
V^rance for such forces as vv’ere being newly 
raisctl. Every day the situation in Russia 
wjvs becoming worse, and tlie possibility 
or probability that Ludendorff might, in 
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Ilia turn, take the offeiiaivo oa tlie Wostera 
Front had to bo reekoaed with. Against 
that eventuality it was necessary to keep a 
mass for maiueuvre in reserve ; for tlie district 
in which Ludendorff miglit attack was unc<‘r- 
tain. Sir Douglas had, therefore, no option 
but to continue the operations in the Vpn's 
salient with the /ith and 2nd Annies, and as 
IMumer's troops, backed by th(‘ Wytscluw^tc'- 
^Icssines ridge, were in a strongi'r position 
than Cough’s, and had had since the Battle of 
MessiiUis the easier work to perform, it wiis 
1 ‘learly more advisable to extend IMunu'Fs left 
than (Jough’s right. A(‘cor(lingly, the attack 
upon the whole of the high wooded ground 
crossed by tlu* Ypn^sAhMiin n^ad was entrnste<l 
to Sir Herbert lMunH*r. M’hat abh* soldier 
had shown at Messim's that he was peculiarly 
fitted to carry out. an o])(Tation of the kind 
contcmplat(‘d. 

At the same tinu* a modilication of onr 
artillery tactics to iiuH't th(^ situation created 
by the ehang(‘ in tlu' eiu'iny’s nud hods of d«‘fence 
was made. Six! noil Annin’s front being only 
lightly held, our gunn<*rs would luuicefortli 
liav’(^ to bestow more attention on th<‘ back- 
ground of the battl(‘. This invoKcd tlu‘ guns 


being brought nearer to our Hrst lines, whicli 
meant, to tpiote Sir Douglas Haig, that “the 
long preparatory bombardment luul to be 
coiulucted from a narrow and confiiu'd sptu*e, 
for the most part destitute alike' of covi'i* ami 
protection ami elin'ctly oveadoeeki'd by the 
enemy. As our infant ry advanced,” continued 
Sir Douglas, “our guns had to follow, at the 
cost of silinost incredible e'Xi'rtion, over ground 
torn by slu'll fire* a.ml soddeui with rain. When 
ji.t length the m'w positions ImmI Ihm'h reaclu'd, 
our batterit's had to remain in act ion, practically 
without ]>n)te‘etion of any kind, ilay afti'r day, 
wec'k after we't'k, and t've'n month afte'r niont-h, 
umh'r a continuous bombardment ed’ gas and 
high e'xplosivt' shells.” 

In eonm'xion with the above ([notation it 
will b(‘ not('d t hat th(' C(M*nia.n Higlu'r ( *onunaml 
by its ()rd(‘r of ») uia*. .‘Itt had immens(‘iy increa.s(‘d 
t III' dilli(*ul tie's of our art ille'rymen and also of our 
ae'rophme' obseu've'i’s. (See last e*ha.[)t i‘r, p. .’bJS). 

'riu' e'xte'iision of Plumer's left wing and tho 
steps in conn<‘xion with the^ modificat ie»n of 
our artilleuy ta.eties de'hiye'd the' renewa.l of the^ 
ol’fe'iisive' on a hirge seeile*. d’he* we'jithe'r, too, 
again be'e*anie‘ we't- and did not improves untiil 
thee be'ginning of St'jite'mbi'r. During the 
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I I u\0,t'nan (>//;« \al f'h. 

SCENE NEAR THE MENIN KOAD. 


I)()m])in^, pilot and olisi'iA'iii^. 'I’wo 
(J(*nnan niacliiia's ui'rc brought down, tour 
otlinrs drivon down out of cirntrol, and <»n<* 
sliol down })y ant i -n.ii’craft itiins. An oiumiiv 
li'a.in was w l•<'(•k<•d, and dainago dono to 
a.rrodronn*s, dumps and stations. About 
midni^lit (An<j:nst lit 2(1) the Ixoya.l .Naxal Air 
Srr\'i(M^ dropped tons of bombs on Middi'lkerkr 
dump, lu’ar Ostend, and on tli(‘ lb'Up*oi.se 
\\(»rks. On the 2(')tb. En'iich aircraft bom- 
I )ardcd t lie ra.il way st at ions of 'riionront , St adcn. 
Ibailci’s a>nd (lits a station north of Konlcrs 
and (Mir airmen, losing four, broujiiht down nine 
and dro\o down out of control sex'cn (Jerman 
nia.ebines. The la'xt day (.\n^nst 21) W(‘ \\e:-e 
not so |•ela.tively sueeessfnl. 'Twi'lve of onr 
aei‘opla.nes wei’c missing two had eollide(l 
during a bombing ra.id as a.^'a.inst as ma.n\’ 
brought down a.nd tive others driven down out 
of eont rob 

On W’ediu'sday, Anunst 2’^. a \ igorons act i(»n 
was fought (‘ast and northeast <.f ^'pres. In 
t lit* forenoon of that day the Kaisn- adihcssed 
in Flandta’s de])ntations fnmi Si\t von vXriniirs 
troops, lie thanked tliem for their gallantry 
and eontrast(‘d I la* Oeiinan with the Anglo- 
I'rencdi view of tla* w'o?Id ! The giandson of 
^^iK'cn N’ietoria then proceeded to ponr out. 
his spleen on th(‘ Hritish troops ; 

ll i-' ill liainl"; wlusi He will ui\f ii-- \ictorv. 

lia>, taa^'ht our Aruiy a liaril lr.',-.ori, atal imu' \v»* 
an* to pa^< llic oxaiuiruihoii. With ftic old 

(iorinan confidcrico in (Jod w'c will .^how w'haf we can 
do. 'I’ho creator and mightier the })r<»l)Ieni tlu* inon* 
uladly will we grajj|)l(‘ with it and solve it. We will 
fight and conquer until the enemy has had enough 


In I he'.e •^(ru^elcN all tin* ( Jerm.ni Iia\e reali/ed who 
I-; tin- instigator of thi-. w.'.r ami who the ehiet enemy 
1 ‘lnuland. 

K\er\hody Um)W'^ that l•al;:lantl o our mo'l s|atelul 
ad\eisary She -pread-. her hatred ot (Jei-man,\ o\ec 
the whole wiu'ld. -teaddv lilliii- her Mile- \vd h hatred 
and eaeerne'-.' to tiglit. I'lite- every hody at home 
know- what \ ou know 'tdl hetler. that klnviland i-' 
part leid.irlv tin* enemv to he aiiiek down however 
dillieidt It niav ho. N'our rolative- at honi'*, w'/m have 



I , J oljii I'll lAiolngra/'li. 

WATER-CARRIERS I ()LI.OWIN(; THE 
TARE TO THE FRONT LINE. 


inmle grejit -acrifiee- too, thank v'ou ihroiiLdi me. .\ 
dillieuh -truggle e in tront ot lo. When MiiLdand, 
proud of her --tuhhorn n-i-iance, ln‘lit*ve, m h»*r mvin- 
eihility. you will >hovv that v’ou f-an do Ix-ttrr, fur the 
price of the w'ar i- the (Joiman pe<ipk-V freedian !•> 
live, freo<|(mi at -^ea and tn-rdoin at Inane. With (hal’-. 
help \vN‘ wall see the --trugLde through and he vietonou*>. 

ll was tin doubt a consolation to tin' Rrifisb 
to .see li'iat eva.Mi th(* Kaiser tlionglit the 
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A WOKKINCJ PARTY (JOINC; FORWARD NKAR VPRHS. 


(Irrisinn (,!’ (he contest In'twccn nii^lit aii(i 
ri^lit lay in (Jod's hands. Tlu'v could well 
iv!T6rd t(> liNivo it. them. 

'Pwo attacks wv'ic launched l)y tlu' Jiritisli 
Army, one laudh and <‘ast. of St. .fulk'n, 1 h<' 
t>thcr lustritlc. tlio Ypn^s-MiMiiii roivl. Botli 
wen* |)n‘ccdcd l)y a lon^ and st‘archin^ in- 
Icnsiv*-! 1)01 111 )a.rdmcnt. 'Phe first of these 
attacks wa.s the eonseijuenei* of tlie success 
^aini'd by the tanks on tlie morning of the 
lilt h. d’he capture of tlie d’rian^le Farm, 
Mt. dll Hihoii a,nd (\)ckcroft rcidouhts on 
or aloii^ th<* I’oad from St. dulicn to I’ocl- 
cappc'lk* had. cnahlcd us to turn from the 
north west th<* \«‘ry strong position which ou 
the llith had ticlicil all the ctl'oits of the Ulster 
and South Irish Divisions, d'he UIsfiM’iucn ha<l 
hi'cn i‘i‘placed hy Miilland, the South Irish 
hy Scottish troops, opposed to wjioiii were 
Hava.rians. Pivoting on the three capturial 
redouhts, tiu' aim of the Ihitish was to swinj* 
their line towards or to the Lanj^emarck- 
Zonnt‘hcki* road, ddii'y wi re already across this 
road from lU'ar the Mt. du Hiliou redoubt to 
l..an^emarck. 'Pheir advance south-eastwards 
down it was hlocked by two strong points, 
th' Winnipeg and Schuler Farm redoulits .and 
tlie various strongholds on and about 1IIU< :17 
and !»’> wliich had baOled the Ulstermen and 
South Irish, d'anks assist lal in the advance, 
which ended in our pushing our line forward 


on a front of two and a half miles to a de])th, 
in oni* pla,ct‘, of ov(‘r half a mile. 

On the 22nd fighting of considiu’able im- 
portance occurred man Invm’uess (Nipsc, 
(Ikmcorst* (\)psi‘ M.nd 1 l<‘i‘ent hage ( 'haleau. 'Phe 
two ad\a‘rsaries here o(*cu})i(al a. front lijM'! of 
>di(‘II c*ra,t(‘rs (most of them half full of watci) 
and the hostile ))ositions weie si‘pa.i‘at <‘d by a 
<piagmiri‘, tlvo n‘sult^ of th<‘ swaying movi' 
ments of the combatants comhim'd with the 
(•ontinual shell-fire. 

Along hot h sides of the \'pres-Menin road th»‘ 
struggle’! was very bitter. Our line ran from 
opposite (Jlencorse Wood on the hd’t past 
Stirling Uastle, whicli wa- in our possession, 
t heal c-ro.ssing t he \’[)ri‘s-Menin mail. It Wris the 
comt)arativ<‘ly Iiigh ground which our men 
occupied that formi‘d the (lermaii object i\i'> 
wJiilt^ the inti'iition of t Ir' British (V)mmander 
was to tmsli the (h‘rmans still farther ba.ek and 
occujiy the wholo of the lino which ran along 
past LNilygon W^xxl. thrusting the enemy down 
the reverse slope of t he hill. 

In front of tlie British troops was Invi'rness 
Uopse, a thousand yards in length and about 
five humlred in depth, strengthem'd with many 
concrete blockhouses and other ilefences and 
lUnhuilt to penetrate owing to the fallen trees 
wliich, half blown away and tangled up with 
trcH* stumps, formed an exceedingly difliciilt 
obstacle to our trooiis. 
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South of tho Ypres-Moiiiii road wore tho 
ruins of lloronthage (.'bateau, an old ehateau 
wliich liad been transft)riued into a formidable 
work by the usual conerete eonst ructions. 
North of Inverness Copse the (lermans had 
three lines of trendies which still afforded them 
some shelter tliongh tliey liad bc'cn seven'ly 
handled ])y our guns. There wt're also three 
bloekhonst‘s which were intact and strongly 
garrisoned. 

At 7 a.m. tho Diiki^ of (Jorn wall’s Light 
Infantry on the k'ft and tlie Somersi't. Light 
Infantry on their right startiMl to take tht‘ 
(lerman liiu*, [irectvk'd by e.n artilkay barrage 
and supported by other infantry units and by 
some tanks. Tlu' (_\)rnishnu‘u when they w<‘nl 
forward were at oiu‘(' uhM by ))lasts of madiine- 
guu lir(‘ from the pill-boxes : but , in despite of 
these, th(‘y pn'sst^l forward and forccul a.n tMitry 
into Inv(*rness (V)pse and b(‘gan t<» attack 
thes(* concrete blockhouse's. Kound oiu' ol 
these> our men swarnu'd, but although they 
inauM.g(‘d to kee|> dowji its tin' by discharging 
t h(Mr rilles t hrough t h<‘ loophoU's, t hey could not. 
beat, in tlu^ <‘nt raiuH' door. 'riu‘ word was passi'd 
back for tlu^ sapp(‘rs to conu' iij) with gun 
(‘otton. Th(\y did s(» and the steel door 


was immediately blown in- atid the finv of 
the garrison who nMuained were kilksl fighting. 
On tlK» left of this regiment's attack tlie 
nn*n wen^ held up by maehiiu'-gun tire 
Iroin (Jlencorse Copse and by a pill-box 
inu’tli of Inverness Copse. Hut. a gallant, and 
<h‘lermincd cliargi' »>f the (\)rnishinen con- 
(juere<l both t ho-«‘ obs(at*l'*s suid the blockhouse 
itself was entered and the garrison killed. 
Meanw hile the Sonu'rsi't IJght Infant ry, moving 
on tin* right of tlu' Duke of Cornwall's, liad 
stormed H(U‘ent hag{‘ (.Iwiti'au. The combat was 
a S4‘verc and bloody on<'. but t h»‘ ( h*rmans were 
outfought, jind tln'ii* j)osl cjiplured, only one of 
th<* garrison surxiving. Our troops (htm pro- 
<‘ee(ksl to esta.blisli tlu'inselves in front of tlv 
ChAtcati a.nd on the enemy's cilgc of lnvi>rness 
( ‘ops'*. 

I ■uforLinatc'ly 1 hi‘ >i'ft of the atta.clv l)y tlu'se 
two regiments had not. b ‘en so successful. 
H(*r<? tin? (‘iK'iuy iit'ld ground to the t‘a,s(. of 
Cla[)ham . I unction, w'hc'rc there was a strotigly 
fortified fa.rm with six machine* guns. Progress 
wa.s im})ossibk‘, a.nd me'u we're* elropping fast, 
whe'ii fe)rt unateily at tamk e'aime* up amd t «)e)k up 
ak petsilietn e'lose* tea the (Je'rinam wearl;. Thei fin* 
from its guns amd maichine'-giins \\a.s so vigearous 





ERMAN ATTACK TH FLAV THROWERS 
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that the fire of the garrison shu'kened. The 
Coniishinen then went on again, burst tiirough 
the defences and disposed of the whole of the 
garrison with their bayonets. It was now 
10 o’clock and the contest had lastt‘d threi* 
hours. The Somerset and the Cornwall Light 
Infantry and the other troops acting with lht‘in 
had suffered heavy losses and wen^ hanging on 
to the positions they had so hardly won with 
nunibei's which were scarcely ( (jiial to tlu‘ 
situation. It was at this juiu-tnre that th<‘ 
Cennans eounter-at tacked. A hurricane of 
shells swept through the captured position of 
Inverness Copse, and lu'hind t his })arrag(‘. which 
was flung on the line from every gun th<‘ 
(ilermans could bring to b(*ar, then* cane* 
from tlu^ <*ast of Tnvenu'ss Copse a.nd from the 
south of it mass<‘s of storm-t roo|)s b(‘nt on 
i*(^-<‘stahlishing tin* (Icriuau liiu^ on the ground 
held bcfon^ th(* rec(‘nt lighting. 

A first, attuick we droxc ha-ck and then a 
si'cond, hut a. third ca-riu* on in c\cn gr(*at(‘r 
r;trength. 'the Souua*s(‘ts, d(‘pk*t(‘d as they 
w('r(‘, sent hack to say they were h(*inij: turned on 
.'itlH'r flank and c(aild not hald on. a-nd propos(‘<|, 
t ht‘r(‘for(', to rctin* half-wey ha.ck through 
lnv<‘rn(‘.'‘'s Co| s *. A few supports from the 
Light lnfa.ntrv l)i\’ision ri'achcd them, hut onl\ 
siilhcient to enahle tlic n'tiring liiu* to fa.ll ha,ek 
more slowly. The ('ornisli Light lnfantr\ 
form(*d a def<‘n«iv<* fla.nk to eo\cr the left of the 
reai“wa.rd mov<*meut. ami t liese m w disposit ions 
sulliec'd to h(*at hack once nion* the ( Jermaii 
attack. Another a.ssault was d(*liv(*red hy 
th(' enemy a.t noon and was st(»ppcd hy our 
infa,ntry ami machine-gun fire, d’wci h<»urs 
!at(‘r a lifth attemj)f was ma.de, lliis time to 
turn our left flank, hut the massing of tir* 
assailant's troops had he(*n nhserved and n* 
portt'd to our ai-tillery in rear and tin* fire ot our 
gnus was so destruetiNe that the a,.ssa,u!t was 
blown away hefon* it lia-d really eoim* forward. 

'^riiere Wiis now a. pau.se in lighting prel)ahly 
dm* on hoth sid(*s to exhaustion, and in the 
evening the position we. held was roughly wha.t 
it. had h(‘(*n in the afternoon. Our men h<*ld 
ground to tin* <*ast of Stirling ('astle a.ml pa.rt, ot 
Jnv('rne.ss (.'opst*, ami th<*re they passed tin* 
ijight in gn*at dis(*omfort hut w'ith courage 
undiminish(*d. Artillery lire was k(*|)t up on 
th m from one in tlie morning with great vigour 
and about half-})ast three heea.im* very iiitenst*. 
Jt was the prelude to anoth(*r atla.ek, this time 
tile lead hehig giv(*n to the enemy's flame- 
throwers. For a short spaet* the Duke of 


Cornwall s men fell hack hi't’ore the flames, but 
it was only a st(‘p to tlu* ix'ar h<*fon* two step.s 
foi-ward. Then they turned on their foes, and 
rifle hnlh'ts and flashing bayoiu'ts proved 
better than burning flames. As our im*n wi'iit 
forward they saw sev<‘ral of th<* flame-throwers 
fall down before their fin*, and in doing .so h‘t. 
their flames in sev(*ral in.stances fall on tlu'ir 
own mt*n who wt'rc s(*(*n to burn briskly, 
doubt l(\ss letl by the es(*a.j)ing li<piid they (*arrit'd 
from tlu^ i*a.s(‘s pt*m‘t rated by British bullets. 
It wUnS a. ti'rrible sight, to see these human 
torches writhing in tlu* a.gony they had hojicd 
to inflict on the British. Onet* more the 
ballled (i(*rma.ns li*II ba.ek bt*for(* the calm 
courage ot our iidantry and abandoned further 
attempts tor tlu* night. Oui* men still held 
t luMi* line. 

The ( h*rmau \(*rsi(ni of the lighting was as 
usua.l a. 1 ravi'st y of ta.el. 'Tlu* Crown I’l’irn'c of 
Baxaria I’eporled that his fi'oops ha-d wrested 
trom us the gains ma.d(* in the recent fighting 
siMithof tlu* N'pres Ah'iiiri roa-d a.mi that the lost. 
tr(‘nehes ha.d bi'i'n n'eaptured and lu'ld. He 
also reportt'd that on I he ‘Jthid the I'aiglish lost. 
2 1 t a.rdvs whieh lay di'sl royi'd before* t he ( Jernuin 
front. Some of t la* (n*eupants w ho ha.d not. 
been kilk'd were ma.d * prisoners. \\’r know the 
truth about the li*enelM*s; some tanks wen* 
disa.ble»l, but not even t la* ( Ji'rmau ( ’ommamler- 
in-(’hief had the fa,ee to elani I Ik* ea.pl iii’e of 
any one of tla*m. Sir l)»»ugla.s lla’g's sta.te- 
iiH*nt t hat we ha.(l <*a.rr'ed the l>i*it ish hue on t h * 
^'pn*s-.Menin road some yards farther 

forward on a, front f)f a. mih*, thus ga.:ning a.n 
important position for ob.s«*r\ .at ion «)\’f*r* llin 
ground to the ea.st (which a.eeonnts for the 
desperati* eounti*'* a.tta.eks of the (Jenna, us) a, ml 
ha.d <*st ablishi'd a position in tin* western pa,rt, 
of ln\'erm‘ss Copse, gi\es the true position. 

One s(»lid fa.et can be ela,iim*d by I he Allies, 
\i/,., that up to August 22, sim*e the heginning 
.\pril HH7, when the* \'ear’s ea.mpa.ign 
opened with the Battle of .\rra.s, they 
had, on tin* W estern k'ront, ea.pt iired IMl.UOO 
< Jerman prisonei’s besides a huge ina.ss of 
nia(*hine-guns and many jiiec'-s nt ii.!lilk*iv 
in addition I c) considerable gahi- m i*eeom |Ui'red 
t(*rritory. 

On th(* 2.‘htl a strong attack imule on our 
position east of Langemarek was stopped hy 
iiuiehiiie-gun lire. On the 2Iih the enemy 
attacked again with gr<*at strength in tin* 
neiglibourhood of the >'j)res-.Menin road ami 
forf'cd back our troops from so?m* of the a<l- 
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\’rtnoo(I posts wo had won on the 22nd. The 
was ono of j^roat intonsity, aiul tlio 
oornbat swayod backwards anf! forwards, but 
the not r(*sult was that along this roa<l wo had 
to giv'o up soin(‘ of tho ground won on tho 22nd. 
At th(? same time our troops woi(‘ heavily 
C‘ngago(l in the Invorn«*ss Copse and (Jloiioorso 
Wood and continued fighting lat(‘ into tho night. 
Our artillery played an im|a>i‘tant part in this 
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AN OLD GERMAN TRENCH NEAR 
THE MENIN ROAD. 

slrugglt‘, and se\ taal tinu's its firt* alone dis- 
pt'rst'd troops assembled f(a' assault. 

'Pho 2.')t h saw but lit t le done on t his sect t>i-, but 
on th(' 2t»th tlu' (lermans again made anotlu'r 
despt‘rat(' bid to regain the ground tlu'v had 
lost, with th(‘ aid of a si-viae artillery tin* and an 
infantry attack prootMk'd by flamo-throwc*i*s. 
d’hoy suco(M‘dod in rooooupying tho north-west 
oorntM* of Invoriu'ss Copse, but were at onot' 
oountor-attacked and driven out and our troops 
occupied tho lim* they liad hokl in tho morning. 
On this day, too, after some smart fighting, our 
lino was advanced a little north of St. Julien. 

In the week ending x\ugust 21 our airmen hml 


destroyed 128 gunpits and caused 321 explosions 
hohin<l tho enemy lines. They had dropped 
nearly 31) tons of bombs, including about 100 
of between 200 lb. and 300 lb. in weight, and 
had fired over 30,000 rounds of ammunition 
at troops on the ground from low altitiales. 
Sixty-eight Gorman aeroplanes had been de- 
stroyed and 00 others driven down out of 
control. The weather had been stormy, with 
a good deal of rain falling for the last few days, 
and was of the saints character on the 27th. 
There was, therefore, not so much aerial activity 
as usual, yet during tho week from tho 22nd 
a good deal of work was done. On the 23rd 
wc dt^slroyed 12 and forced down out of 
control six others, while we only lost two. 
On the 2r)th tlu* weather was bad, and 
consecpiently there was little activity in tlu* 
air; but in the c\cning, when it improverl, in 
addition to us(‘fiil work for tlio artillery, three 
G(‘!‘man »i(‘roplaiu\s were disp«>seil of and four 
others forc(‘d down. W’e lost two. On the 
2(>th, in spit)* of tlu* weatlu’r, sonu* lighting took 
plact* in t he aii*. Se\’i‘n ( lt*rman a(‘roplanes w(M*e 
(k'stroyed oi- diivc'u down, while w)* iod two. 
On tlu* 27th rain fi*ll n(*a.rly all tlu* da.y, 
but in tlu* lino int(*r\'als oiir airmen fought 
with gn*at iictivity and, with a loss of only two 
machiiu's missing, d(*stroy(*d four of the* (!or- 
mans besides forcing <lnwn three mort* out of 
<*ont rol. 

Allgust 27 saw anotlu*r di*termini‘d t*lYort of 
the cn(*my to l•(*co^•(*I• the posit ion*-’ lu* had lost 
about In\i*rn(*ss Co[)s(* and along the Ypi(*s- 
]\h*nin load, but without success. Two sepa- 
ral»* attacks w)*i'e (k*li\ )*r(*d, commencing at 
S p.m.. against t he Ih it ish posit ions in I nverness 
Copse and on tlu* \’t)res-.Menin roatl. In lioth 
cast's his t'lforts failt'd eompl(*tely. 'Flu* gi’ound 
was madt* \'i'ry difli(*u!t by the rain and mud, 
tlu* attack*^ wi*rt' deteett'd in tlu'ii' initial stage 
and lu'avy aitillery liit* brought to beai* on 
them, while tlu* machiiu'-gun aiul riflt' fire 
c*ompl('t(*d what the artillciy had begun. Ibit 
wt* made important pi'ogress astride* tlu* St. 
Julien- Eot*]cappt*lh‘ road, cast and north of 
Langc'inarck, tlu* centn* of the advance being 
about Koorselat're. Our troops advanced our 
line after heavy fighting for about 2,t)()l> yards, 
])ent't rating in places a further ])ortion of the 
German third line. Some fortifieil farms and 
redoubts were taken, with 40 jirisoners and 
several machine-guns. Our attack liegan at 
2 p.m. w ith a heavy barrage. The ground over 
which the troops had to advance was in a ter- 
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PART OF THE CAPTURED GROUND ON THE MENIN ROAD 


rihio condition witli th(' constaiit rain whicli 
had fallen latc'ly and which (M>ntinu<‘(l nearly all 
fh(’ day, \vliil<‘ tlu‘ wind })lew a. sever<* pile. 
E\'cry sh(‘ll-hole was lull of watei*, so that th«‘ 
Ju'Hvily laden infantry st uek at <‘\ ery st(‘j). 'The 
ciKMiiy concrtdt* r«‘douhts wi'vv mostly plact'd 
alon^ the line of tia* Zonnel)eU(‘-lN)elea|)|)t*lle 
i(»ad, a?id not a few of thcMii weiu' stoo<l in the 
middh* of wat(*r. 'riie G(‘rmaii maehine-mm 
file from t he uninjui’cal redoubts was h(‘a\y, and 
tluM’e was severt^ ti^htinj^ round many of tlu*m, 
<‘^|)('c*ially round a considerahh* work huill on 
i-.ome ruined hous(\s known as \’ieilles Maisons, 
iK'ai' Kooi'selaci’e, hut still our men piished on 
and drove the eiuany l)ack. It was, consideiinjjc 
till* conditions, a notable success. 

Notwithstanding the heaxy rain and lii.uh 
wind our a\'iators maintained contact with 
our infantry throughout the aihanei*, and not 
only did good ser\’ice by engaging the enemy's 
infantry with machine-gun (ire from a, low eleva- 
tion, but cieated a considei’able amount of havoc 
among his transport by tlic saini* means. 

It has more than once been ])ointed out tliat 
an essential feature of Sir Douglas Haig's plans 
during the Battle of Flanders was to maintain 
a menacing attitude towards the enemy between 
the Lys and the Upper Somme. “ In order to 
meet the urgent demands of battle,” ho 
remarks in his dispatch of December 25, 1917, 


‘‘the number of l)i\'isions in line on other 
fronts ha.s been necessarily redue(‘d to the 
minimum consistent with safety.” Toeoneoal, 
as it wei'e, this unplea.sant fact from Luden- 
dorlT’s observation, the soundv*st. course wa.s 
not to eonfine the troops of Horne, Byng 
and Ihuvlinson to a passixe di'fensive. Whether 
or not the British feint at bens a.nd the raids in 
the second half of August. pi‘e\'«*nted Prince 
Buppre«*lit from ri'infoi'cing Si.\t. von Annin 
may lie a moot point. But events certainly 
seem to proN'c that the b(*ns feint and those 
raids inihieed the Bava.rian ( ’I'own Prince n.nd 
his advisers to believe that the British lines 
were much more strongly hi'ld tiiin was the 
ca.se. .\t a.ll events, it wa.s not. till the Sjcond 
Battle of Ua.mbiai (December 2) that the 
(lermans ma.de any srrious effort to break 
tliroiigh the British front. 

In the previous chapter the fighting at bens 
down to the evening of »Sat unlay, .\ugust IS, 
was described The v iolent, count ei‘'a.t t aeks of 
the eni'iny had been in vain, anil Uiirrie’s 
Canadians remained masters of Hill 70 and 
their other gains. On Sunday, August P.). thi 
fighting died down to an a.rlillery dic*l sind on 
the 20tli tliere were only patrol encounters 
d'his minor action, which might almost. bt> 
dignirii'd witli the name of a battle arid vv'^onld 
liav'e been described in the nineteenth crentury 
as a very grciit l)at tie, recommenced oii Tuesday, 
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Auffii^t 21, whon Cleneral Currio assaulterl the 
outskirts of Jauis from the (lire(3tiori of Cite 
St. Kmile an i Cite St. Kli/.aboth on the north 
and CitiJ du Moulin on th(* w» st, capturing 200 
))risoncrs. Moth artillcTics had been liard at 
work during the pnH‘C(]ing niglit.. 

An autumn mist clung to the earth and 
l)lurred tlie twilight wh(‘n at dawn tlK? (.^iiia- 
dians charg(*d. 'J’heir ma»n objective on the 
north was Ihe spot wliere the road from La 


of bursting shells, the noise from the explosions 
drowning the cheers an<l cries of the antago- 
nists. The relative value of two opposite 
systems of tactics was again being tested just 
as it liad been in the second century b.c. at 
( YnoscephahTC and Pydna, in the fourteenth 
century a.d. at Crecy and Poitiers, am I a 
hundr(Ml years ago at VN'atcrloo. Would tlii> 
time the open order or the mass attack 
triumpli ? If bayonets had been the only 
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Musscc joins the r«>a(l from Meihune. 'riicncc 
M. lu'twoi'k of striM't'i I<mI to Hh* (Sithcdral 
Stjiuiri' and (he heart of LtMis. 'IMie Canadians, 
t\>l!owing on tlu* trail of their barrage, suddenly 
pereei\*Ml llia.f it was gnatly enlaigjul 'Die 
(Jeruiaiis were' tippartMit ly slu'lling the same 
points. Our barrage wimiI fo!‘ward and tl.e 
waves of Ca.muliaus pa.ssing througii the 
Cenmm l)a.rrage. whicli was mn\ ing north- 
ward now III M iced in tlie mist masses: of 
< lermans ativancing towards them. It had so 
happened tliat by a coincidence the enemy*'^ 
<*ommander wjis also laumdiing an offensive 
In a few seconds (lermans and Canadians were 
grappling with one auotlu'r between two walls 


w'(‘apons t'mployed tliiu’e would ha\ e lieen 
little doulit of the result. Mut many of 
the enemy W(‘re pro\ideel with griMuides, all 
with automatic pistols, and they were m 
numbers grea.tly superior. 

.\t first it seemerl that weight must tell 
'Idle first thin, dotted wa\'es of Canadians, madi* 
up of little parties of men, straggling out singly 
or in twos and threi's, luul to liold up the almost 
solid line of the attacking Cermans. llowev'cr. 
they held thi'in. Hitter hand-to-hand fighting 
went on, every t/anadian ha\'ing severa.1 
(h'rmans against him. Hut the enemy front had 
been })enetrated and the impetus of the Cerman 
charge h^st. As they fought, other tliin waves 
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of Canatfians came up, and yot others. The 
(Bormans off<3red a plucky resistance, and their 
ollicers, who did not spare themselves, tried to 
make them stand. It was in vain Tlie battle, 
which had raged in the middle of No Man's 
i^and, gniidually recetled towards tlie enemy 
linos. He was pressed back towards the trendies 
he had left, where his rest'rves wen* waiting to 
folloAV lip the tirst attack. New ninks of 

(Jennans eaiiie out , only to lie Jiurled back, till 
the first line of tin* (Herman trenches was 
reached. Jferc the enemy wiis in gn‘at. strength, 
the trenches being full of other inassc‘s of 
reserve troops ready to go forward. d'he 
Canadians, driving the defeat(‘d (J(‘rinans in 
iront of them, cliarged the trenches, flinging 
tlu'insidves upon them with the utmost fury. 
It was a formidably fort-ifii‘tl line, prot<*ct<‘d with 
two belts of wire, and tlie ('anadiaiis had 
alreiwiy advaniii'd some liudreds of yards, wJiile 
the <lefen<lers of the trench wen* fri‘sh. For a 
period the. combat ragt*d up and down th<^ wliok* 
length of trenches. It- wjis savage luind-to-hand 
lighting, without interfi‘rence by t Ik* artillery, 
for t in* guns of neit h.’'r sid<* dared to fire on t he 
spot where the* coinliatiints wen* locked. Hut 


our men in tlie end scrambled up the parapi't 
anil flung bombs into the crowded ways 
beneath. Hartios of (Jennans sought, to retreat 
ilown the cominunieiition trenches, which also 
were full of troops, Wlien the tumult died away 
the C^^anadiiins were in possession of the whoh 
line of fii'iicii, \\liich was literally heaped with 
(Herman dejul. 

While the (^inadians on the left, of this 
attack were lighting with rifl(*s and bombs 
until their ammunition was i*xliausted ami 
they had no weapons left but the bayonet and 
biitt-eiul, those on the right w(*re engaged in 
the houses of tiu* northi'in outskirts of Lens. 
Some rtished up so elt)se to tin* walls that, the 
inaehine-guiis wi‘it* liring over their heads. 
'The eni*my droppi'd bombs upon them through 
the loopholes and sandbagged windows and 
Hred rifle gri'nades at t lu*m. 1 nto one house our 
men burst tlieir way. It was eiammed with 
bombs. At the same time the Canadians 
attacking from the Citi* dii Moulin on tin* wt'st 
of Lens wi'ie engaged in furious lighting along 
the railway embankment, which had been 
r*onverted into a long ma»*hine-gun (*mplac(*- 
ment. and among tin* colliei*y sitlings hetwet*n 
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\ho ruined houses and shops. On tho farther 
side of the Cit6 du Moulin, the (Germans, on 
the south side; of the railway line, had a very 
formidable line of trenches and defensive 
works, running by Fosse St. l.iouis and Fite St. 
Antoine, end the last formal barrier before the 
inner city. That line was tlie scene of fierce 
fighting, during whieh we penetrated into 
part (d tJa^ city itself. Tfere, as elsewhere, the 
(iermans contested every yard of progress with 
every conceivablt^ a(lvarfiag(‘ of (hdeiiee among 
the battcnsl streets and blocks of workmen's 
d\\(‘llirigs. 

rnd<‘t erred by liis lieavy losses, the (Jerman 
Fommand<*r refused to admit liis defeat. 
Sonu^ six eiHMny divisions, it is believed, had 
b<*i‘n already hurk'd at Furri(‘'s Forjjs. Tlu* 
1‘russian 4th (luard Heserve i)ivisi(»n was now 
sent in, and during the ^■(Mnainder of the day 
eoimt(‘r-attaek suee(‘eded eount(T-attaek. 'Plie 
troo|)s mustei'ing for t hi'si' di'sjxMate v(‘ntures 
wer(‘ fr(‘(piently disperst^d by the Hritish artil- 
lery. For r*xample, our aeroplanes on on(‘ 
occasion reporl(‘d that a mass of (Iermans 
was formitig up in oiu' of the Lens s<pian*s. 
Instantly fit'ld guns, lu'avy guns and howitzers 


(loluged them with shells. The enemy infantry 
scurried off to cellars and tunnels, but hun- 
dreds were blown to pieces or wounded. 
In all there were eight counter-attacks, the 
chief of which was made after mid-day, in tlie 
northern suburbs of Lens, by the 5th Guards 
(henadior K(^giment. Each counter-attack 
was precetled by a violent bombarfimeni 
with high explosive, shrapnel and poison- gas 
shells. 

The (Irenadiers in sw'arms issued from tlu‘ 
cellars and tunnels of the city. Some of them 
carri(*d nothing but stick-bombs, which they 
had slung round their bodies. Tliey rushed 
up the communication trenches and flung 
th<‘ir grenades. After lepeatc'd efforts they 
drove back the left wing of the C'anadians. 
Our men on the right, who for tho time being 
had beaten off the tmeiiiy, sent support to 
their comrades. The charge of tho Frussian 
(IrenaditM* (Juards was temporarily sto])p(Ml, 
})ut ammunition was fast running low. Owing 
to the (l(‘rinnn })arrage it had Ix'cn witli the 
utmost diniculty that any cartridges and 
bombs had been passed through to tho Fana- 
dians on the left. At. last the order was given 
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A L£NS SUBURB: 

The scsne of heavy fighting. 

to the C^anailians to retire to a treiieh farther 
haek. Heaping earth, TMi1)l)le and conerete in 
the coinnuinication trenehej^ to delay the 
pursuit of tlie Prussians, the Catiadians slowly 
fell haek. The* “ K<‘in(*s,'’ as tla? Canadians 
somewhat inapjiropriately called tlieir (ippo- 
nents — for Heita‘ was a (Jallieized (h‘rman .I(*w 
-had paid dearly for the recovery of the 
^naind, and that success was incomplete. 
Currie’s troops litul, north of Lens, indeed failed 
to advance mat(‘rially tlieir line, but Hill 7d was 
still theirs, while w<‘st of Lens tiu* iMicniy’s 
counter-attacks had been swept away )»y 
maehine-}j;un fire. 

Two incidents of this stru^^h' so glorious in 
Canadian history may be giviai on the authority 
of a Tinu’S Correspondent who observ(‘d the 
action and (juestiun<‘d suia ivors: 

('.•rtain niMi of a Hriti>h CV)lunilna Jtattaiioii did 
some h(‘rt»ic Hufititig. 'I'hoiv wvio la ot ihciu in an 
advanced ]>osition, ainori^f a litter ef vhc||-h<>les, mined 
waIN, and [ilouj^hed-uji railway enihanUnient. 'I’liroiiyh 
the ilihris the (rertiians kept flinniiiK attack after attack, 
al ti ; till >d to tlii i<lv 

so that there was haiifl-to-hand fi)j;htin^ the Western 
riieri ineetiiif; the enemy hody to body, n.-injjf their 
bayonets and rifle Initts or ^rapplin^ the (Jerinans by 
their throats and linrliri^' them back. tVhen siippt»rts 
came \ip and took ov»t the post over 120 <lend (iennans 
lay before it. 

J’he Canadians also tell of an ex|)]oil of one of their 
number, who is ii Knssian by birth, ite crept o\it and 
installed hi elf positnni among n vdu h< 

eornmanrled a section of ('many treiwh. taking with 
him a number of hand-bombs. Whenever two or I hive 
of the enemy gathereil together in the trench he flung 
a bomb, and the (lerinnns seem never to Iiave di-- 
COVeual where the liornhs came from, .\fterwurds 
in the loop of trench which he commanded there weiv 
found 28 dead. These things an? hi>rnble. if heroic, 
and it is significaut of the qualities whieli tliis war calls 
out in men that it is said that tlii.s Bussian was nonmilly 
one of the gentlest of eivatures who would hurt 
nobody, 

Wednesday, August 22, was, comparaf ively 
speaking, a day of rest. The enemy heavily 
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PIT SLAU-HIIAPS, 

Which abound in the neighbourhood of Lens, and 
formed points of vantage to the troops occupying 
them. 

slii'lled Lievin, Angres and Avion, and tbei’o 

w<M“e oeeasiotial alTaifs of outposts. Night 
elos<*d oil the hat I leliidd, and aeroplam'S 
aseeiidi'd. Tiny Hew o\ (‘i’ th(‘ \ illag«‘s Indiind 
(In? lilies, and Hashes and roars told wbern 
])ombs bad fallen. Seaicliliglits gropi^d in the 
sky for the raidms, and the Imavens wcrt5 
eriss-eiO-ised by their lines of light, while shells 
fiom anti-aircraft guns were exjilodiug round 
the maehines. h’rom tlie perimetiu* of Jaais 
rockets rose in ehistiu’s, and for a. siieond or two 
.No Man’s Land was vi\ idly visible. .\ dump 
suddi'iily w(‘nt tip, and tin? idoiuls ahovi* it 
became scarlet. AH the while the British and 
Cerman guns, singly or in groups, coidinued 
tlie thunder, wliihi tlie rat-tat-lat of maeliiiie- 
guns showed to th(‘^ listening onlooker where 
lighting was still in progress. .Inst before .‘I 
a.in. on Tliursday, August 2:i, tlu; bombard- 
ments soiitli of Lens awoke to exlnaiie violence, 
and the ceaseless rattle of the maehine-gun.s in- 
<lie.ated that a serious struggle liad commenced 
egiun there. 

The Gennnns tliroiigh the previous lighting 
luid been wedged into an area of ruined build- 
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iiKuiKuriiig rou^tily 1,101) ydrds from west 
to e»ist, and 900 yards from north to south. 
Ihit these ruins wc^re, in effect, one vast fort; 
every stre< t was harri^'aded, (‘very e(*llar had 
he(‘n (adarged and coneret(‘d. Tunnels eon- 
neet(‘d th(; cellars, and th<‘ nur/zh^s of machino- 
I'lms protrud(‘<l from lh<‘ thousands of loo})- 
holes in tin? exterior liiu' of dehaice. Currie 
was thrusting at the soiOhern ('.d^(^ of this 
fortress. At *{ a.m., hefor<‘ <lawn, th(» Ctuui- 
dians altiveked e. ^roiip of sla^ h<‘aj>s 
and colliery ruins hesich' th(‘ Soiicluv. 
river, which liad he(‘n d}unm<‘d up liy 
th(' (Jermaiis a.inl liad ov(‘rflow«‘d its hrok(‘n 
hnnks. In front- of the floods was a li(‘ap of 
mine r<'fiise, tiui (li(*(‘n Ciassiei*, ovt*i‘lookin^ 
the central I’ailway station of Leris, nnly 
yards to th(‘ north of it. Tlu^ shapeless tnoiaid 
of ruhhish had tiiken yi'ars to (iecurmilat<‘. It 
lay h(‘tw(‘en thr(‘(‘ ^oods yai’ds of tlu* railway. 
'rh(‘ (Germans e.<aild mo\(‘ to the (Jr’eerr ( 'i‘assier 
fi'ortt t h(‘ cellar’s of L<‘ns hy dr’V snhier’r’anean 
passajjjes, whereas th(‘ Canadians would ha\M‘ 
to Wilde through filthy mud and water* to rt’iich 
it. Adjoinin;^ the (Ireon (’I’assier on thi‘ wc'st 
was th(* St. Louis colliery with ii strip of mil way 
emhankment at its sid<*. 'I'he <^i’ound th(‘i*(‘ was 
covei’i‘d v\ith the riMUJiins of workmen's (‘ot* 


tages ; it was full of broken cellars and pits, 
some of them of great dipth. 

Pivoting on their lines before the St. Louis 
coIli(‘ry, the t-anadians, under cover of the 
dar-kness, cr'o.ssod the Souchez, deployed and 
waded forward (jn a front of about 700 yards. 
Fi’orn the east of the colliery they w'cre enfiladed 
by pow'erful machine-gun fire. Many dropptnl 
dead or wounded, but their comrades prt^ssed 
on. The (h’een Ci’assier w^as ascended, and th(‘ 
work of bombing and bayoneting the garrisons 
of the dug-outs in its suh^s began. Prussians of 
the 99th and DOth Kegirnents resolutely dis 
piited t he poss(‘ssion of t his bast ion on the south 
of L(‘ns. At daybreak enemy aer*oplanes canu‘ 
up to assist the Prussians Tliey swooped down 
and fin'd at oui’ men. One* machine hit by a 
shell desc(‘nd('d in flames ; anotlu'r came crash- 
ing to t h(' gi’ound. Uight thi’ough the day and 
into August 24 tin* conflict r’aged. If. was 
pai’tieulai’ly bitt(*r at tlu* mouth of a tunnel 
whenci' four machim'-gurrs swc'pt the (Uinadiaris 
with h'ad. Aftt'i’ sev(‘ral attc'rnpts a gr'oup of 
th(‘ latt('r rnanagc'd to ])ut the machine-guns out 
of action and to capture tire survivors of their 
erx'ws. 'Phe result of th<‘ fighting was that we 
got a fooling on th(* (h’(‘en Cr*assi(*r and seciirc'd 
tr*(*neh(‘S to the north-west of it. 
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In a message to General Gnrrie, Sir Douglas 
Haig summarized the results of the struggle 
rmmd the northern, westein, and southern out- 
skirts of Lens : 

1 dosiro (said Sir Dou^lrts) to oonvjratiilrtto you pi^r- 
honiilly on th« comploto and iT7iportunt suciV'^s with 
which your command of the Canadiun Corps lias bcoii 
inaugurated. Tho divisions you omployod on August 1.5 
totally dofoatod four Gorman divisions, whoso lossr> 
are reliably estimated at more than double those suffered 
by tho Cauadiaii troops. The skill, bravery and cleler- 
tuinalioii shown in tho attack and in maintaining the 


of Hullueh. Tho (lennan support line was 
reached anti many ejtsualties inlluded on the 
garrison. This sfrt)kt‘ was dt'sigtieil to deceive 
JVinee Uiippreeht into believing that the Cana- 
dian capture of Hill 7(1 |)t>rtt'nil('d a st*cond 
Hattie of Loos. CurtluM* to mystify the (^’owu 
Prince of Bavaria, on the night of the 1 St It- Pith 
our int‘ii entered tlu* (Jeriiiau positions Ittdwt'cu 
llavriucourt and Kpehy, west of the canal 
joining the Scht'ldt and Somme. They intlietcd 



A GERMAN GONGKETE GUN 

|)OsitiorH Won ag.iinst repeated ]u*a\'v eounljT-aitlaek - 
wrvn' in all n-sjKcts iidmiralijr. 

Sir Douglas Haig’s praise of tin* t^inadians 
was well deserved. Lvery huu(lr(‘d yards 
gained liad been won by desperate fighting 
and held against repeated eoimt(‘r-attaeks of 
picke?d troops, siipporttnl by gigantic bom- 
bardments. Only in one sector, the northern, 
liad the enemy Ixm'ii able to win hack lost 
gi’ound, and that lost ground did not inchidi* 
Hill 70. 

The lunge at Lens was the greatest but not tlie 
only feint of Sir Douglas Haig in the second half 
of August 1017. Tlic day after the second 
phase of the Tiiird Battle of Yf)res, on August 
17, the British raided the enemy’s trenches west 


|( (7. I'tiittn tt'dr i\i' ohi',. 

PIT USED AS Y.M.G.A. HUT, 

hca\'y i’sisuallics. d'hc next morning, alLu* a, 
hoiubanlincnt , they captiu’cd enemy treneh(‘s 
in the neighl)ourho(*d of ( iiliemont Pai in, sout h 
east of t’pehy. A (I(‘i’mau attempt to regain 
t he lust t reiiehes was i'epiilsn<l on t he night of t he 
lOtli 2(ith aft<‘r shaip fighting. Tin* attemf)t 
was renewed in the eours(‘ of the morning of thi* 
20th, hut the enemy, eauglit by our guns, w(Te- 
<lispers(Ml ; alxmt the* saiii'* time a German rahl 
east of Armentie cs was beaten off. As a reward 
ff»r his ))ains, 1 he enemy seeurcxl t v\o British sol- 
<liers. On d’nesday, August 21, a third 
attempt by tin* Germans to r(‘gain the ti(uieh(\s 
near (hlleinont l-'arm was made. It was 
completely repulsed and simnltan<‘oiisly tljc 
British east of t’pehy laided the Gerinan liiu^s 
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on a wide front in the direction of the Scheldt- 
Sormrie Canal. "rhey returned with several 
f)risoners. The reader will not forget that the 
saruc! day (general Currie once iiion* struck at 
hens, fn the night of the 23rd-24th the Portu- 
gU(*s(^ hafUed two raids north \v(‘>»t of f.a PasstV. 
Cur next raid was on the coast east of Xieuport. 
Din ing the night of tlu' 24th-2r)th we gained a 
post with a few prisoners and a machine-gun 
w(\st of tln^ (iek'ide creek and south-wc'st of 
liomhart/yde. Kaily in tla^ morning of the 
2r>th the (Jermans heavily bombarded our posi- 
tions south-c'ast of Kpehy and attempted to 
reeov(‘r ( Jilh'mont Farm. It wasattaek(‘d on two 


neighbourhood of the Peronne-f^ainbrai chaus- 
see. During the night/ of the 30th- 3 1st the 
enemy systematically shelled our forward posi- 
tions north of Arleux-on-Cohelle, five miles 
south-south-cast of Lens, and ineffectually raide<i 
them in the early hours of Friday, August 31. 
Hirnultaneously he attacked east of Couzeau- 
eourt, Hargieourt, anil Epehy. His sole success 
was the ca])ture of an isolated knoll north of 
(lillemont Farm, which we were forced to 
evacuate. 

The engagements along the French front 
between the openings of the Third Hattie of 



[Canadian ojjicial photograph. 

A CANADIAN PIPE BAND PRACTISING BEHIND THE LINES. 


sides, but its garrison held the enemy «t bay, 
although a small ])ortion of the trench«‘s to its 
north-east was lost by us. I.,ater in the day this 
was regained by the Hritish, and during the 
night of the 2r)th-2()th a (lerman counter-attack 
was n*})uls(*d, as was an enemy raiding party by 
the Pi)rtuguese south-east of La vent ie. To- 
wards dawn of Sunday, August 2ti, w«* attacked 
on a front of over a mile the enemy's positions 
east of Hargieourt (north-west of St. Quentin) 
and west of the Scla’ldt -Somme Canal. Our 
troops stormed the strong points of Fologiu' and 
!\Ta1akoff Farms and j)enetrated to a depth of 
half a mile. Ovi'r 130 prisoners were ca]>turetl. 
A ft'w hours eailier the post west of the (Udeidc 
Creek had Ix'i'ii letaken by the enemy. On the 
night of the 28th-2t)th the Hritish again raided 
the tJerman trenches in the Hulluch region anti 
also those north-east of Gouzeaucourt. in the 


Vpres and the Fourth Hattie of Verdun, wdiich 
began on August 20, wall now' be narrated. 
The offensive in Flanders had had the same 
t'ffcct on the (lerman strategy as th.^ Hattie of 
the Somme had had the year before, tiust as 
the Hattie of the Somme caused tlie entany 
to relax his efforts at X^t^rdun, so the Third 
Ihittle of Vpres caused him to n lax them, in 
August 1017, «^n the French front. 

Our Allies, it will bt* recollected, had extended 
th«‘ir lim' to the north of St. Quentin wdicn 
(tough’s oth Army had Ix'cn transferred to 
Flanders. On August 10 the French were 
attacked north of St. Quentin in the region of 
Fayot. This attack on a front of 1,000 yards 
succeeded in the centre and failed on the 
wings. At 3 p.m. the enemy attempted to 
storm the Menncchct Mill and (V*py Farm, but 
were repulsed. The French on the 11th and 
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[Ihl^i.in ojJiLiill phottn^r.'if^}l. 

SHF.LL EXPLODING NEAR NIEUPORT. 


12th rocoverod all the gn^iind lost by them in 
tlie Fayet region. On the l(>th the Germans 
deliberately set lire to tlie Cathedral of St. 
Quentin and very eharaett'ristieally debited 
this new outrage to the Freneh art illery. A[)art 
from the above eugagoments, there was n‘st 
along the hostile fronts if the word r(‘st may be 
used when every day men wen^ killed or wounded 
by shells or shot d)etw(‘«Mi lh<‘ north of St. 
Qiumtin and the baid^s of the Aihdte. 

There was greater ]>ut very diminishtMl 
activity on the old battlefield of Craonne- 
Reims. During th(‘ night of the day before tlu' 
Third Batiks of Ypres the Freneh at 8.15 p.m. 
(July 30), attaeked von Bdhm's troops on the 
( Jiemin-dos-Dames hog's back south of La 
Royere, and west of the ('3i(*v'regny ridge. 
They gained all their objectives, and eaptun^d 
over 210 ])risonors. The a<lvaneed trenelw's of 
the enemy were full of (kTinaii corpses. At 


11 a.m. the next morning (.Inly .31) tlu‘ enemy 
eouiit(‘r attaeki'd iiiefft'ct nally. 'Tht' sanu' day, 
after an intense boml)ardnient , with three* 
regiments he assanlted the* Fn'neh positions 
east of (Vrny on a front of about LtUM) ya.nls. 
3’he Frt*neh eount<‘r-at tacks elrovc* him back. 
Vk)n Bi)hm next testeil the> strenigth of the* 
PVeneh line's we‘st of (\‘rny. On August I he* 
attaekeel mon* than once* hut wjis b<*ale*n off. 
The next, day (August 2) twe) (J(‘nn»in >ittae*ks 
(*ast of (Vrny w<*re' also re*p\dse‘el. During tlr* 
preceding night. e)ur Allie*s in the* n'giem of 
Allemant, south-e‘ast of V’euixaillon, laid eeip- 
tureel 31 prison(*rs a.!iel a mjiehin<‘-gnn, iwiel (‘ast 
and Hout h-east of K<‘ims luiel r«‘puls(M| twe) raids. 
\h)n B(')hm p('rsiste‘d in his e‘l‘fe)rts re nine I (V*rny. 
Fast and south e)f t luif vilhige and during t he* 
night of August 2 3 his guns eepe'iie'el a hnrrie*ane' 
bombarelment anel his infeintry jbttackeel se‘v<“ral 
time's on a front e)f l.titMt yarels. 'The' (le'rmans 



[Canantan It'a'- Hc.ordh. 

CANADIAN TROOPS PUTTING OUT A FIRE CAUSED BY GERMAN SHELLS. 
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wore beaten back and the ground was strewn 
with heaps of their dtiad and wounded. On 
August 3 a surprise attaftk was triixl by the 
enemy east of ("c^rny. It, tof), was repulsed. 
On the afternoon of the 4th, about 2 p.m., the 
att(Miipt was twice r<^pe‘atod. Both attaciks 
were broken by th<i Froncli fire. During the 
next night (August 4 5) small Oerraan forces 
t Tying to dislodg<i the Fr<uich from their exterior 
line on the (’asemates Plateau met with the 
same fate. At 12.30 a.in. on August 5 von 
Bdlun male (betw(?en Craonne and the Aisne) 


the Germans in vain twice tried to recapture it. 
On the 13th they again on several occasion^ 
returned to the charge only to be beaten oO 
with heavy losses. They also attempted 
without success to raid the Vauclerc Plateau 
on August 15. A few hoiu*s later (August Pd 
our Allies took the offensive south of Aides and 
in the region of the Hurtobiso Monumcmt. Ij^ 
the fonn t locality they secured a thoasaml 
yunls of trench system and repulsed foui 
counter-attacks, taking 120 prisoners. At 
nightfall the Germans, after a proparatoi\ 



RUINS OF ALLFMANT. 


\l rcnch official f)hnri,f>rnl)h. 


a vioh'nt assault on the Freneli trenches to (he 
soutli of Juvincoiirt. Lower Silesian and 
Posen rt'ginu'iiis carried a tnuieh but were 
prompt ly (‘xpelled. 

From August 5 to 10 the fighting on the 
Uhemin-des-l)ames ridge was almo.st entirely 
confined to artillery duels, but at 4 a.m. on th»' 
loth the Germans viohuitly attacked from the 
Pantheon Farm to tlu^ Ghc'vregny Spur. Thn‘e 
battalions, assisted by nim‘ eomi)anies t)f 
storming troops and two parties with fiaiiu* 
throwers were employed. opiTation at 

tii*st met with some measure of success. After 
a fierce hand-to-hand combat, however, the 
Fnuudi flung bai*k the enemy, who lost heavily 
in this engagtMuent. Over 100 prisoners were 
captured by our Allies, who on the llth seized 
a German trt'ueh south of Aides. The next day 


bombardment, attacked from tho Vauclerc Mid 
to the east(‘rn end of tlie California. Plateau, 
'riiey were mown down by tho French art idei y 
and never rea<!hed tho Frtuich treuehos. The 
same day a surprise attack west of Braye-en- 
Laonnois was easily frustrated. During August 
IS various German raids ruu'th of the Aisne were 
rejmlsed, as were thos(» on t)ie lOth north 
of Braye-en-Laonnois and in the regions of 
Bennericourt, north-west of Reims, and of 
La Pompelk', south-c'ast of that city. 

Betwi'cn tho battloficld of ^loronvidiers and 
the Argonne on August 10 the Germans, after 
artilkTy prepaiation, assaulted tho French 
trenches to tho east of Matsons do Cham])agne. 
On both wdngs they were repulsed, but in thc' 
centre they gained a temporary footing. A 
counter-attack, however, drove tliem out. The 
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fighting had been of the fitneest (lesciiption. 
'Phe next day (August 11) after sunset the 
enemy several times assaulted the Kreneh 
positions on the Moronvilliers heights at 
Mt. Cornillct, Mt. Blond and Mt. Haul. Ih* was 
at all points completely defeated. 

Nothing particularly noticeable happened in 
the Argonne or between the south of X'erdun 
and Belfoit during the thn'e we<‘ks under 
review, but in the region of Verdun every sign 
betokened that another great battle* was about 
to b(‘ fought on the banks of tlie Middle* Me use. 

Befe)re the* Battle of Flanders e)pe*n<*el it hael 
he'tm arrangt'el betwe*eMi thei British and Fre*ne*h 
Fommanders-in-Chief tlait the French we‘re* 
during the battle te) assist Sir De)uglas Haig by 
carrying oul sue*h otYe'iisives on their eewn front 
as they might he* able te> undertake*. Afte‘r the^ 
ine’onclusive ie*sult e)f the* British fighting in the* 
Ypres salie*nt on August Ifi, the* de*sirahility of 
|>reventing guns a.nel nie*n be‘ing shifte*d from 
the tlennan Frenvn Frine’e*’s ;\rmy to Flafiele*rs 
had becean* more* than e*ve'r appareait. (h'neral 
(hiillaumat had by I he*n idre*eidy maele* his 
pre'parations fe)r fighting a fe)urth Battle e»f 
X’erflun, a. battle* iie^e'de^d not only to kee‘p the* 
Frown Frince’s re^serxe's away from Flanele*rs 
hut also to reneh'r the \'e*rdun salie*nt meere* 
se'curt^ against an<jthe‘r (h‘nnan inroael. 

De'spite (Jenernl (Juillaunuit's lirilliant rc- 
eove’ry of the (/e)l de* Pomme*rieux in 'Inly (se*e* 
FhapteT CCXXX’ll, p. I8S), the* situatieni in 
the* Ve*rdun re'gioii was still unsat isfa,ct eery. 
With the Be)is de* (1u*])py, tlie^ Bois el»* 
Malancourt, ne'arly the* wlie)le of the* Bois 
d’Avt>ce)urt, tlie summits of Hill .It) I and the* 
Me)rt He)mme, (1imie>re*s and the* woeiel na.me*el 
afte*r that village in tlie* hanels eif the* e*ne*my, 
the> ceiminunicjitions of M*relun we*st eif tlie* 
Me'use with the Argonne* we*re* in je*e)pardy. Fp 
the^ valle*y eif that rive*r the* (Je*rnians we*r * 
e*ntre>ncheel round the leiop which the* Me‘use* 
make's b(*twe*e‘n Be'gne*ville* and MwlieTauville*. 
the*ir outpejsts he*re being only some* live* mile's 
from Verdun itself. 

Hn tlie east bank of tli** Me*nse^ the* e*ne*my 
re*taine*d all the* ground in the’ ab<n'e*-me*fitione*el 
leiop anel the^ Talon Hill at its base* ; and his 
front ran e)ve*r the Meuse he'ights te» the* northern 
eaitskirts of B^zonvaux. Seaith of the* line* 
Vacherauville-B6ze)nvaux he* liael, it is true*, 
be*en expe*lle‘d generally spe*aking freim tho.se* 
heights, but he was still at tlu'ir toot anel in a 
few places bctw^eeri Wrelim anel St. Mihiel 
helel them. 
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As the hilly anel weioele'd re*gie>n hetw’e'e'n the*! 
Me*use‘ anel the plain of the Wenwav is but six 
e»r st*ven miles in width, the> dange*r e>f a thrust 
at Verelun from the \Ve*st was fe>r the menne'iit. 
small, dlie we*ak points of the* Frcne*h line* \ve*re 
imrth e)f the city. That the* (le*rmans hael ne)t. 
<ibaneleMie*el tht'ir inti'iitiein eif men ing ein \1*relun 
Irom this elire'e tion hael be*e*n e*vie|e‘ne*e*el by tluMi* 
iihortive* e*n'e)rt to se*ize* the* (\)1 ele* Bomme'*rie'ux. 

During the* first fortniglit of .\ngust ({e*ne*ral 
vem (Jallwitz again '-•true*k at the* Fre*ne*h lines 
imrth of Ve'relun he*t\\<*e‘n Ave>(*ourt anel Be'zem- 
vaux. On August I in the* iimrning he* attae*ke*ei 
he*twe*e‘n the Ax'oeourt W’oeMi anel Hill 1104, 
se*e*kiiig to rce*e)ve*i- the* ( ’ol dc Bommt'*ri(*u\. His 
troeeps Baele*n hiittalions se*cun'el some* ael- 
vaiie*eel pe>sts anel vainly e*i)ele*ave)ure*d to pre*ss 
feirw’arel eluring the* night e>f the* 2nel llrel. 'The 
next night the atte*mpts we're* re'iie'we'd. iiiiel 
e'lYorts \ve*n' maele* the'u anel on the* titli to e*j(‘<‘t ■’ 
the* Fre'iie'li fi'emi the*ir Imid on tie* soiit h-e*»ist ern 
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entl of tho Avocourt Wood. Two days later 
other leaden troopH on the east bank of the 
MeiiHe raide<l the Bois des Caurieres, in the 
B^aonvaux region, and on Angiist 10 Barlen 
Htorm- troops penetrated the French lines 
north of VtKiheranville. Two surprise attacks 
on the Caurieres W’ood and at B^zonvaux were 
r(^ pulsed by the Fiench on the 12th, as was 
another one west nf Avocourt delivered about 
tlK' same time. With the ex(jeption of a success- 
ful raid on August 9 north of Vaux-los-Palamoix, 
in th(» n^gion of Lcs Kparges, the French had 
nsuaiited on tlio defensive. 

On tSunday, August 12, however, the Oerman 
cammunique n^|)ortod that “ on both banks of 
th<» Mtujsi^ the artilleries wer<^ fighting eiveh 
other with more intensity than had been usual 
lately.” From that date to the morning of 
Monday, August 2(1, the French artillery 
pounded llu^ n‘gion about' to ))e attac^ked. Th(» 
(lerman guns replied, an<l on the evening of 
(he 16th von Oallwitz, with Btwlen troops, 
violently attivcked the French east of tho 
Meuse between the northern part of Caurieres 
Wood and B<!*zonvaux. 'Phe Badeners entered 
the PVench lines at several [joints, but w'ere 
[jromptly ejected from n<?arly all of them. Two 
days later (August 18) a brilliant counter- 


attack by our Allies gave them back the 
remainder of the lost ground. 

Meantime tho French aircraft exhibitwl great 
activity west and east of the Meuse. For 
example, during the day of August 17 and the 
night of August 17-18 the French bombarding 
aeroplanes carried out many flights over 
the enemy’s lines. One hundred and eleven 
machines took part in various flights, in the 
course of which 28,600 lbs. of projectiles were 
dropped on the enemy’s establishments. The 
aviation grounds of Colmar, Frascati and 
Habsheirn, just east of Mulhouse, and the 
aviation camp in tho region of Charnbley, 14 
miles south-west of Metz, the railway stations 
of Freiburg-.’m-Breisgau, l.(Onguyon, Montm^ly, 
Pierrepont, seven .mihs south of Longwy, of 
St. .Tuvin, Grand i*re, Challcrange the last 
thrt‘e south-west of Dun-sur-Meuse — and of 
Dtin-Hur-Meus<‘, were also bombed, while the 
bivouacs of the Spincourt Forest, about 17 miles 
north-east of Verdun, were copiously showered 
with projectiles. Many explosions on the 
objectives wert> observed and several fires brok(‘ 
out. Cfdy two French nuwjhines wore lost in 
these extensive raids. 

These o[>erations marked the preliminaries to 
tin Fourth Battle of Verdun. 


CHAPTER CCXXXlll. 


THE ITALIAN OFFENSIVE OF 
JULY SEPTEMBER, 1917. 


Fighting in thk Skttk ('omgni and Adamki.lo Skctous- Political K\ knts 

TORATF2 OF AlBANIA “ PaiTKIST ' Pk 01‘A(L\NI)A MiLITAIlV KfFKI 'IS OF 

Parts Confkrknik of .Ini.v 2.'>, P) 1 7 -Thk I’ofk’s Notk 
Offensive: Ope:ns -1'he Isonzo (^rossko Aovangk on thk Painsizza 
Carried -Fni) of thk First 1*hask Fikihk Fighting for San 
Dkfkni’E — ('arso pArrLKs Italian (Jon Siiortagk -Fvk of thk 


T he four wooks’ strutj^lc on tli(‘ 
Middlo IsoHZo and the (Su'so, drs- 
(Tihud in Cliaptc'r (’(WXl., was 
quickly followed, in other sectors, 
by two minor Italian ot'fesnsives, of which 
only a brief account need be j>jiv<‘ii. 

Of these th<' first and most, important 
was mi attempt, to improve the line north 
of Asiaco, in the ujilands of the S«‘l(e (^Huiini, 

'Phe Austrian oft’iuisivc' of May and dune, 
lint), had left the invaders in jiossession of 
very strong jmsitions. When f h(*y wen- jmshed 
back by (Jeneral Cadorna's counter-attack 
and lost the main part, of 1h<‘ir jj;ains, they had 
held on to a mountain sy.stian which appeare«l 
absolutely impn-Ruable to frontal attacks. 

The northiTii part of the Seven Communes 
may be described as a seet(»r of a huijji^ arnjihi- 
tln-atn': — the (inter \Nall dioppim; abrufitly to 
lh(^ valley of the Urentu.. Within this wall 
lies a wild and barren tableland that slopes 
southwards towards Asiajro, and in its lower 
stretches is ent into mountain ride;es by valleys 
that run almost du<* north and south. TIui 
mass of the outer wall is more than a, 000 feet 
above tin? Prenta, avnd it is battleniented with 
jieaks that rise another 1,000 or 1,500 fiet. 
Asiago itself, the centre of the amphitheatre, 
lies 3,280 feet above the sea. 
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Italian Protki’- 

Pl'SSIAN CoLLAFSIO - 

IOfi'ki'p on thk Army Italivn 
Platkah .Montk San'I’o 
Caiiriklk 'Phk Austrian 
A r sr II I A N Cor \ -r mi St in ) k i<: . 

West. oi the Pa.ssii delT Agnella, Itt miles 
due north of .Asiago, the Austria.ns held the 
outer wall. And they held the ridge tha.t. 
runs down southward of the pass from Monte 
Ortigara by .Monte Foria* to Montis Zebio, 
whieli divides the Val de Nos from the Val 
({almuriua. In this mount aiu system I he 
eneiny oeeupHMt a sn-eat. wedge 1 hriisl forward 
between th«* \'a.l Prenta and the Mai d’ Assa., 
which not (»nly opposi-d a. formidable obsta,ele 
against any Italian advance, but made the way 
easier for a possible reneua.l of an otTensivo 
on their own part. It gave them a downhill 
road to .Asiago from tin- north as w«'ll as from 
the w<‘st. M'he Italian eflort wa,s din'el«'d to 
reducing this wt-dge. 

On .luno Jt), after an aecurate bombardm(-nt . 
the ItaJians launelii-d three separate atla-e.lis. 
'Phe. main effort was aga-inst. the outer wall, 
when; e(»lumns of .Alpini <»eeupi(‘d the Passo 
deir Agiiella and stormed one of the ()rtiga,ra 
summits, the pi ak known as Mill 2Hll. 'Phe 
task was dillieiilt enoiigli un ler any conditions, 
for the ti rr.-iin is altogether fa\'ourabl(‘ to the 
defence. ltisawa..slr of stony sfe(-ps. " With 
the exception <»f the Carso it is tim most blciik, 
ile.solate, and rocky of the Italian battlefields. 
It is lik(* another (.'arso stretched nearer to tin* 
sky, but not nearer to the sun. Pains and 
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mist shroud it most of the yeiw, and wind- 
storms are numerous and perilous. Tufts 
of rank grass in tlio interstices of the rock, and, 
at rare intervals, some scrubby pine which 
by its loneliness adds to the sense of desola- 
tion, are the only vt^getat ion.”* The Alpini 
hatl to climb up bare slopes of rock and shale, 
and their difficulties wt^re increased by th(^ 
appalling weather. There was a very high 
wind, and the rain swept down in solid sheets 
of water, h'arther to the south tlu^ attacks 
were not pushe<l home, but useful progress 


nor di<l a furtluT attempt, in the early morning 
of June 15, have n.ny etTeet against the dettir- 
mined resistance of the Alpini. Afba* some 
10 hours’ fighting the enemy columns with- 
flrew in disorder, leaving behind them a number 
of prisoners. 

During this wt*ek th<’> Alpini were put to a 
very hard test. The storm which lavl buiNt 
just liKiforo tlu‘ir ivlvanee beat upon thtnn for 
three days with uneojising violence. I’liey 
had no sheltt'.r from tho cruel weather or from 
the crueller storm of sh(‘lls that wiks rained on 



AN ENCAMPMENT 

was nuwie on 1 h<^ slopes of Monte Korno, 
and just uialer tin* crest of Monte Zebic, 
when* the enemy lost stweral iinpf>rtant 
tr<Mieh syst(‘fns. The w«*ather interfen‘d grcjitly 
with the work of tht^ artillery, and the action 
had to be limited to a diversion which should 
keep the <*ncmy anxious regarding the Forno- 
Zebio line. 

The Austrians hurriiMl up reserves to all 
the threaten(‘d sectors, and on tlie night ot 
.June 12-Dl they attempbul a surprise attack 
upon the Italian positions on the Ortigara. 
The surprise failed, but the attiick was r(*ncwod 
with greater forces. It met with no success. 


ON MONTE ZEBIO. 

them by the enemy. It dini(uilt to keep 
them sup|)lied with the nec(*sKary mininiutn of 
ammunition, food, and watcjr, for to reach 
them tlu^ supply trains had to pass dir(M*tly 
un<h?r the<*nemy’s lines, in full vi<av of numerous 
nuu!hiru^-guns. .\s sof)n as the wi*}«,th<!r eleare<l 
the enemy count er-ii,t taehs eanus and they 
were very detei’miinsl. Ihit the Alpini held 
fimi, and gave time for tre leh mortal’s to be 
brought up and placed in n*adin(?ss for a fresh 
attivk. 

M'his came on June 19. 'Phe Italian guns 
and trench mortars had prepared the way by 
a trememlous pounding, which drove the 
enemy into his caverns, and the attaerk went 
forward so ouickly that many of the Kaiser- 
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jii^er and f)thor mountain troops wlio tiold the 
lim' wero caught before they could begin to 
fight. By seven o'clock in the morning the 
atta(rking troops — Al[)ini, Jk‘i*saglieri, and 
d(dm*hments of the l^iedmont Hrigmle of 
infantry — hml eaptiinnl the Jiigliest point 
of Monte Ortigai’a (Hill 2100 ) and the system 
of trench(*s wliicli linkr;d it up witli the next 
ridge 1 o the south. Nearly a thousand prisoners 
vvei"(* tak<!n, belonging to a number o^' picked 
mountain units, and the proportion of othcei-s 
was very largo — no few^^r t-lian 74 Ixang eaj)- 
tured, mostly in the cav<n*ns. A featun* of 
th(? action was th<^ w<»rk of the Italian aero- 
planes. AIt(^gether 140 planes went out over 



CIMA DODIGI. 

the ent'iny lines, and 400 large bombs, weighing 
altogeth<*r fivj' and a lialf tons, wei'o dro])ped 
on the enemy artillery, on tht> roads leading to 
th(* s<*ene 4)f Iratth', and on various “ points of 
concentration.'’ 

d'he a(!tion was a brilliant local success, 
but tlie enemy still held all tla* rvd vantage 
of position. Monte Ortigiwa was completely 
.iraninated from tho wt*st, from tire still higher 
r'ock wall that runs up to Cirna Undici and 
(’ima Dodiei, and the Austrians wore massing 
reservr^i, b<)th of guns and men. To construct 
trt'iiehes on these rocky heights requires 
we«‘ks of woi’k witli drills. Tht‘ enemy liad 
no intmition of allowing tlx^ nec(‘ssary time. 


Tho counter-attack came on the morning of 
Juno 25, and after tw'o <lays’ fighting it suc- 
ceeded. A great weight of artillery fire was 
concentrated on the bare slopes whore the n<nv 
Italian line was precariously stretched. Very 
heavy loss was caused before the enemy infantry 
caino into action, and furious assaults wen* 



SUMMIT OF ADAMELLO. 

then launched against the Passo dell* Agnella 
and tho ridges of tho Ortigara. 'J^'ho enemy 
attaeketl with masses of pi(‘ked mountain 
troops, backed by numerous infantry reser\^(*s 
which luul arrived shortly before from Galicia. 
After a despenite struggle, both sides of tht^ 
Passo deir Agnella were hold, but the Italians 
wore swept off tho summits of tho Ortigara, 
though they succeeded in maintaining their 
hold on part of the mountain. TJie proport ion 
of <5asualties among tht» defending troops was 
very Jiigh indeed, tho fire of tho enemy guns 
causing t terrible liavoc. It was only after their 
battalions were broken in pieces that the 
Alpini gave ground. A considerable number ef 
moil wt^re cut off by the euomy infantry 
attack, i«)d tinally surrondcrod. 

In spite of tho brilliant initial successes it 
seems clear that tho Ortigara action ought 
not to have been attempted. This at least 
was a common opinion in tho Italian Army. 
The oil ice rs in command of the Alpini, veteran 
mountain fighters, were opposed to the attempt. 
The general who planned and dirijcteci the 
att»w?k did not understand the mountains 
as they did, and ovor-rodo thi'ir counsid. 
A study of tlio positions would seem to iiidieat** 
that tlio taking of tho Ortigara could lead to 
nothing, and must leave its captors practicall\ 
at the mercy of the enemy. This was tlu* 
objection urged Ix^fore the aciion, and event > 
showtxl that the fear was well-founded. The 
Alpini put up a magnificent resistance, but 
they were literally Iwimmered to pieces. Both 
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i)fTir('rs arid men folt sore about the action. 
1'ho Alpiiii had .shown many times that they 
were quite ready to attempt the impossible, 
if there were a reason for the attempt. Tn 
t his case tliey could not seo the reason. Tlu\v 
felt that they liad been mishandled, and that 
tlK'ir losses were not only needless but useless. 

^leanwhile another “Group” of Alpini had 
been renewing its astonishing exploits on tla‘ 
AdamelJo glacier. In Chapter CXXXIX. a 
description was given of the attack wliich led 
to the capture of almost the whole glacier 
system that lies east of the main Adamello 
peak. Subsequent to tliis attack tho Austrian 
main line of defenco ran in the form of an are 
from Alenicugolo by Monte Coel to Care Alto, 
Init from tho southern end of tliis line there 
])rojectod northward into the glacis’s a rock 
ridge that was still in Austrian hands — th<‘ 
southern part of the ridge that div'ides tln^ 
Lares and the Fumo gla*icrs. Tho Italians 
had o(*cupieil the grc'ater jiart. of this ridge, 
from the C.Vozzon di Fargorida to the Passo di 
Faveiito, in the attacks of April amd May» 
19 It), and they had also seized the Crozzon 
del Diavolo (l)mdl’s Crust), that bounds tho 
Lares ttlacier on the north, butCorno di Cavi^nto 
(The Horn of the Ifouse of th(^ Wind) an<l 
Montis Folletto w(*re still Austrian. From 
LVmio di Cavento a line of redoubts cut in tlu^ 
ic(‘ ivnd joined by gall(*ries, also cut in tho ice, 
ran east waird to Monte Co<‘l jmtoss the Lares 
glacier, to face the Italians on t he. lleviraOust . 

Early in tho morning of June 15 the Italians 
attaicked the Corno di Cavento. Little columns 
of white-clad Alpini on skis <*ame down from 
the Devil’s Cru.st and swept Oirough the line 
of redoubts, whilo two other columns attaickeal 
from the western side of the (Jaiveiito ridge. 
One climbed up between tlie Corno and Monte 
Folletto, while another caune along the jaggiMl 
crest from the Pa.sso di Cavento. Tho eiKany 
held till these columns were close upon them, 
and kept up a brisk fire, but by this lime 
Alpini of the ski column were thmatening them 
from behind. Tho Austrians flaHl eastward 
aH*roh»s the glacier, leaiving inaiiiy deavl. A 
dozen machine-gunners resisted to tho hist 
and then surrendered. Two field guns, ai 
trench mortar, four macliiue-gims, and a greait 
store of sup})lies fell into the haiuls of the 
italiaru^. And tliey foimd there greait pre- 
parations for aiction on a larger scalo. The 
House of the Wind waxs tunnelled ainfl galloricd 
for guns that ha<l not yet airriv4?d. 


’Phis was only ai little fight, bait it (h's<*rves 
special mention, for, in the words of The Times 
Special Corrt'spoiiih'nt, who witnt‘ssed the 
aitiaiek, the' st‘(',tor where it took [)hx('e “ is 
ecrtaiinly ujiiai[ue in the story of haittles. Since 
the world hegain men nevt'i* maide war unahM* 
saicli conditions. Tha* iiveiv gadting to the 
sct^no of t ha? ])aitth' a)f (\)rno di CalVi'iito praasents 
such a sa'rit's of alilheult ia‘S to ova'rcnnia' ais to 
leave tha^ hadiohlan' miita? with aimaizaMiient .” 
Aftor ala>s<‘ril)ing t-lia' jouriiay in “ ii lu'wly 
coiLstructaial moimtalin aiuta>mohila\ short and 
squat,” iq) winding pn'cipitou.s raiads to “the 
first fc/c/Vruv/,” t haa Cori'avspondent ga)a\s on : 

hy 'lON'cral {rltj’ntrhr in iiii iron haskot 
aiTov*, rhaviiis, su'^priiili‘4l on a I'rail w'in*, always 

climl>iii)' lip Iro oiip [)rocipi( «‘ 1 lln'r, lU, t w'o hours 



ALPINI ON SKIS. 


after iniiiiiiglit , imdor tlin clour i^iirs of a jiorfocl nif^ht 
wo found dogs and slnd^o-, whioli oarriiMi \i.s across a 
soa of ioo rirnmad round with ^^hostly poak.s . . . 
Across Miia f^laoior, whoso orovas'-O', havo hoeii souiidod 
for 2,000 foaat withoait touching soil, w'o [nishod on to a 
luonnlain formed oiilinily of bouhlor.-, thrown tog«‘thor, 
oiio would flay, by 'J’itans. (Jp this wo painfully cmw'iod 
for an hour and a half, until w'»‘ .saw .sproad ladoro ii • tho 
hold of battle. Tho dax/.hiig ghttoring w'astos w’luo 
only broken by jaggod and fauta-:tir rook elevations 
rising here and lhor*> to great lioights, moa-uring flir-ir 
awful inn»issibility against the yielding and imo<*i!ain 
t>noW. 

The month of .Tune saw mucli fighting f)n 
the Ittilian front, atid it saw also a rocurretwe 
of political difficulties at homo. Thtj opigm 
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of th(i difficult icH lay a long way bac‘k — in tho 
composit ion of tJic “ Nat ional Gov'ornment ” 
which carno into being on the fall of the Salandra 
( lovc^rnrneut. Harou Soiiuino, Signor Orlando, 
and Signor Bissolati, Signor Boselli’s three 
chief lieutenants, r(^j)resentod tendencies of 
tliought and habits oi action so widely divergent 
that tho compromises nec^essary to the smooth 
working of the Caljiiiet were very difficult 


Those who disagreed with his methods and 
ftuwed their consequences, but trusted his 
ability and character, combined to avoid a 
crisis. 

Kveryone felt that a crisis had only been 
deferred, but when it came its manner was 
unexpected. Tho Interventionists of tho Left 
had become increasingly anxious about Signor 
Orlando’s homt^ policy — slight disturbances 
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of attainuK'nt. Kor a hmg time it had 
fell hy th(' “ Interventionists of the Ltdl 
au<l not by them tdonc, tliat tlie mctluxls 
adopted by th(' Ministry of the Interior to «k*al 
with llu‘ suhtcrraiieati anti-war irifhn*n<*cs, 
which wcr(‘ at work in Italy as in every 
AlliiMl count ry, showctl ai lack of tirmness aiul 
sev4*rity. Signor Orlaiulo IumI a-omc in for 
much criticism. 

'Pile harmony of the Cabinet was furthci 
ilisturbed hy the fact that Baron Sonniiio 
Jiad <*ntin'ly disappointiMl the hopes of those 
who had cx|M'cted that ho might br(*ak with 
the habit of yt'.ars and talk more freely at 
least to his colleagues. His parliamentary 
position at the t*i*d of tlu* spring session hiwl 
been very uncertain. 'Phere was talk among 
liis closest supporters of a “ conspiracy ” 
ivgainst him. It would bo truer to say that 
there was a conspirac*y to prevent liis fall. 


in Milan in Ms-y ha<l added to their misgivings — 
aiul they wore firepared to raise the question 
on the opening of I’arliaineut , when Baron 
Sonnino took everyone^ hack by a proclamation 
guaranteeing the unity and independence of 
Albania under tJie protection of Italy. The 
proelamation which was issued at Argyto 
eastro on .lime *1 hy (Jt*neral F<n*rero, eoui 
manding the Italian Army in Albania, ran ivs 
follows ; 

To Ai.i, TMK Piiuri,!!: ok Almwia. 

To-dny, .funo .'t. [917. the hufjpy anniversary of i In- 
establishment of Jtalitiii (‘onstitutional lilurties, we. 
Li*'nt.-Gmieral tJiaeinto Ferrero. r'ommauding th*- 
Italian con>s i>f ocenyjation in Albania, hy order ot 
tho Govornirieiit of King Viotor Knuiianuel IJT.. 
solemnly pirn’luim the unity and indepeixlenet^ t»i 
Albania umier tlio a'gis and protection of the- Kiiig<loni 
of Italy. 

By this iM!t. Alhaninns, you will have frw institution^, 
troops, Lavi* Courts, and schools directed by Albanian 
citizens ; you will be able to manage your propf»r- 
tie« and the pro<l\ict of vour labour to your own advan- 
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tiitje and for thn over-inoivasiu^r wcll-boinp <>f your 
( ountry. 

Albanian.'^, whcrovor you may bt*. whotbor already 
free in your country or fugitives throtigh th<* world or 
‘-till subjected to foivign dotuiuatioii, generous in 
promises, but in reality practising violence and pillage ; 
you who belong to an ancient and noble race, wln» ait' 
hound by contury-obl memories and traditions to the 
( ivilixation of Romo and Venice, you who aie aware of 
the community of interests of Italians and Albanians on 
the seas which scpnrato and at the same time unite: 
you who are men of good will and havt» faith in the 
destinies of your beloved country, stHiid Ixuieatli the 
-Imdow of the flags of Italy and Albania uiul swear 



ARIJYROCASTRO. 

Where the proclamation of Albanian independence 
was published. 


ef^Tiuil fealty to that which has Immmi proclaimed to-day 
in the nannuif the Italian Governnien* for an independent 
Albania, enjoying the frituidship ami protia-tion of 
Maly. 

Tlio oofitoids of tho proclrtmvtiiiii could 
luvrdly have been dixploasingj to Italian o[)ifiicm 
or to those of Italy's allies whos<5 chief aim wivs 
the welfare of the Albanians. 'Phe partition, 
of Albania could not- wtdl find a place in a 
proi^rainine based upon the [irineipb^s fre- 
rpienfly expressed by AllitMl statesinen. Y<*t 
Albania ( ould hardly .'^taiul alone withunt 
hccoining on<*e inor<5 a fruitful field for iuter- 
uational jealousies and iulri^ii<*s, and for 
tlie ilang^rs that arise from these. AikI of 
all tlu‘ great iilliiMl nations Italy seemed 
indicated its tlu* necessary protiuting power. 
SIm' was nean'st, geographically, and her 
sjH'cial iiiter(\sts in the coiiiitry hivl iilre;idy 
hcmi acknowledged. 

Yet the announcement givnni above, vvhieh 
Wits sigiK'd by Ceiicral lA*rrcro, hut came from 
Haroii Soimiiio, Wiis not pleasing to Itidy’s 
allies, and raisisl a sharj) storm in Itttly It 
Wits the manner ot th<5 announ<*(*mcnl that 
gave cronnils for criticism, hir Haron Sonnino 
acted alone. Tie laid rtMtsons for his sudden 
and surprising decision, but these reasons 
cannot well be discussed Iw're. Kis iK'tioii 
gave riK(5 to a strong protest on the part of his 
critics in Italy, who rt^vived the old eharge that 
the Foreign Minist^ was eJaiining the right to 


iiet as a dictator in fon'ign affairs. The 
Svralo in particular, speaking on brhalt of 
iJic Jnterventionist.s of the Left, was very 
si'vere. {MkI reinforced its (‘ontention that 
Haron Soimino’s methods constituted a slight 
to liis colleagues by the argument that th'v 
endangered the eoRliality of Italy's relations 
V’ith her allies. 

For sonu* days it sei'iiual a>' I hough the 
( Ji»v**rnment miglit hrea.k up, hut a full ami 
trank discussion hetwoiai tin* various .Ministers 
pTieved tin* tiuision. as lar .as foreign f)oli<‘y 
wa.s <*one«*rne<l. Sigma* Ihssolati and his 
frii'mls, hownver, look alsanlage of the gt‘iiera.1 
unloosening of tongues witliin the l'a.him't to 
raise tin* (pa'stion of home poliey. 

!n ( ’)ia.pt er ( '( ’XX 1 . mi'nt ion wa.s maile of ,a 
letter sent hv' ( It'm'ra,! (’adorna to tlie (lo\ern- 



BARON SONNINO, 
Italian Minister of Foreit{n Affairs. 


ineiit on June 2, pointing out the danger to 
the Army that waus caused l)\ a failnn^ to eli(‘ck 
anti-war propaganda. 'Phis lettir was fol- 
lowed by tw'o otluTs, and an answer ovtuiiually 
came. Mut m'ither the written word, nor the 
ai'tion w’hieli followed, w:is n*aily a^Jeipjate t.o the 
situation. \\'h<*ii Parliament met on June 2u, 
the dat<5 ha\ ing b«M n dela\ed for six days owing 
to the crisis within the (Jalanel, the main 
question at issue was no longer Baron Son- 
nino’s im*thod of conducting foreign policy, 
but Signor Orhmdo’s r(Ujlf/ie at the. Ministry 
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ot‘ tin* liitorior. If tlioro was any lingtTiiip: 
doubt as to the strongtti of Baron Sonnino's 
|;ositioii it was <hspell<‘d by tlio rooe.ption given 
to his speooh at the opening sitting of the 
(’hain})er. TIh' Forc'ign Minister seore<l a 



SI(;N0K ORLANDO, 

Irulidn Minijiter of the Interior. 

notable sneci'ss, and his treatment of tlie 
thorny (|n<‘stioii of Albaiiin. was gen<*rMll\ 
a<*e(’pfe(t as a complete and satisfa.et<n‘\ 
explanation. 

On .Inni* 21 tlie (Mannher went into secret 
session, and tlie attacks on the Ministr\' ot 
t-he Interior de\’elo]»ed at oimm*. Signor Orlando 
deh'nded himsi'lf with gnat skill, but he 
<iid iu)t satisfy his eriti<*s, who insisted tliat he 
lia-d shown uikIiu' hesitation in dea.ling with 
dilllienit ies t hat could have l)een re;wlily ilisposed 
of by a stronger hand. Knrther diseiissiou led 
to a iuo\eiu(‘nt against the Breniier, Signor 
lh)selli. w lio, it was said, was no longer I'qual 
to tlu' task of leading the Oovernment , or the 
Chamber. Ib' had now 4Miter<‘d his eiglitietli 
\ea.r, a'nl tla* great physiead strain of the 
previous twelvi* months had toM upon him. 
In the (‘lid the (ioN eminent r<*etnved the iiMial 
war majority. 

'PIk' support giv'’n to the Cal)in<‘l was 
not inspired by any enthusiasm Two phrases 
oeeurn'd r(‘gularly in spoken and written 
eomment “a fear of something worse.” and 
“ a h'ap in th(‘ dark.” The only .Minister who 
strengthened his position during tlie debate? 


was Baron Soniiiiio. His statements of poliev, 
both in public and private sittings, won 
general aiiproval, and his refusal to be a partv 
to the reconstruction of the Cabinet d(\sired 
by the Interventionists saved the (.Iov(^rnmt*nt. 
But tlie favourabh* vote did not inean a r<‘al 
solution of the Ministerial crisi.s. It w'as in 
elfect a susjK'iisiori of judgment, an expression 
of hnp(‘ that things wa_>uld go better in futun*. 
and an admission that circumstances mad'* it 
dinicult to better the existing CoverniiKnit. 
d’ii4‘ following (‘stimate of th(‘ situation was 
pubiisluMl in 7V/r Titnrs of July .*t. and I h(‘ 
course of time pidvc‘ti it to he accurate : 

ri»4‘ n‘«l solmniii will licpoiiil on tin* willingiieN-, or 
.it)ility of t In* ( 'jihini*! fi> tj^^hten iifj X Mrions loose m ii w- 
iiiiil }.M‘ii<T.ill\ to -liow I- capai-ity tor lUnilin^j: witli 

war piot»l«‘!n^, AI»oM‘ jiII, ilia inliiro of tlie (tovern- 
iiieiit ainl. innilcnt ally, of llu' eoimtry 'lepends upon 
I lie policy pnisneil hy the Ministry of the Inti'rior. 
It ninler'-tood that Siunor Orhiinlo >ee'. the neees.sii\ 
of tiglilenin}^ hi-, hand tail tlie change will not he an 
e.'oy one to maUc. I'he present sy.''leni is not fan 



SIGNOR BISSOLATI. 

Socialist Leader and Minister without Portfolio. 


to iht* Italian people, which i" ahnod at the rnercy of 
tho'.e who preacli paeili,,.n. pro-( JennaniMii. and all 
the ofh«‘r '* i^ni" " that are the fruit of llu‘ unhallowed 
iieioii between these two. 

It is iinpossibl3 to f'pcuk too highly of the patriotism 
and good sense of the Jtalian people. whi< h has resisted 
the sujj:ge«tions and insinuations of propaj 4 andists to 
an extent that no one ha.s any right to ex|joet. Hut it 
IS felt nou by all who an* not opposed to tlie war that 
a further clw'ek must bo put on the kind of .sabotage 
that has hitherto beeti winked at. There is a limit t»» 
lh«J resi,,tan'e that even gooil sense and patriotism 
oar opp<»se to fabe iii-'inmitioe, espeoially wiieii dieie 
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is little counter-propagmida aiul the conditions of 
living grow more pinched. 

As June drew to an end, there was cause 
for disappointment in the military situation. 
The greatly increased artillery strt‘ngth of 
the enemy, and the extent to which he was 
able to draw upon the Eastern front for 
infantry reserves, had altered the general 
position to Italy’s grave disadvantage. There 
was less illusion in Italy than in England 
regarding prospects in Russia. All informa- 
tion went to show that the Russian frt)nt 
would soon become a vast rest oimp. Austrian 
prisoners boasted openly that the Italian 
successes would be only temporary — that, the 
<‘11 tire effective strength of Austria-Hungary 
would shortly be concentrated against Italy. 
News had come that General Hrusiloff would 
iiiak<j a move at t he beginning of July, but the 
Italian command were not confident of tlie 
success of such a m<ive, and th<ur forcbo<li/igs 
were amply justifijMl by thti event. Th< 
tragic flasli-in-the-pan which came in July, so 
far from checking the balance that was swing- 
ing against Italy, ha<l the revers<^ <‘ffect. The 
defection of General Brusiloff’s troops, afti»r 
their brilliant initial success(*s, stripped oil 
the last vt‘il of uncertainty that had shroudeil 
tJie situation on the East.Tii front. Russia 
was already out of the game, as far as the 
role assigned to her by the Alli<Ml plans 
for 1917 were conceriKMl. It was obvious 
that even if she could continue to make a 
show of military activity the best elements 
of the German and Austro -Tit mgari an Armies 
Avould be ablo to com<' w< stwards. 

T’he military situation was upset by Russia’s 
“ <lisorgani '.nat ion ” — at the moment tluu’e was 
still a hesitation in using a strong<^r wonl. 
Rut the action of those who betraycMl Russia 
by manoeuvres cloaktnl with the name of 
pacifism had more than this direct, result u]mju 
t he military pc^sition. TluM'r success enc(jurage« I 
those who in fa<*t formed jiart of the same 
machine — the Pjicifist Socialist element wlu<*h 
drc‘am<‘d of and schemed for “ the Inter- 
national,” and by sonic? twist, of iiitc’ilh'ct or 
other crookedness contcnd<*<l that its realiza- 
tion would be ensured if tJio eiu iiiies of G<?rmany 
and Austria ceased to fight. 

There was cause for anxiety in the military 
situation as it appeared towards tin? end of 
Juno ; there was reason also for congratulation 
and hope. The Anny had done magnificently, 
and had won through a hanh-r trial than hivd 



ITALIAN TROOPS HAULING A GUN 
UP A MOUNTAIN. 


be<*n anticipated to r(‘sults that <?xc<s'(I<?<l 
<'xpc‘ctation. The on<? “ n'gndtablo incident ” 
in the fighting e<^uld b<? mat<*h<sl in any of th<? 
Armies, Allies! or <memy, th<? only ilisturbiiig 
factor being that, the? <l<‘fect.ioii could he traccul 
to a cause? w}ii(?h miglit <‘xt<‘U(l its ope‘r>it ions. 
The enemy liml be?<‘ii <adge*n<?rall<sl aiiel out- 
fought, and the? <‘oursn <jf the* struggle? ha<l 
shown tJial. a little? more* w<‘ight and staying 
power in the? artill<?ry w«)iil<l have? t-urii<»d the 
Austrian <l(‘feat into elisast<*r, and i>rougl)t 
Italy e*los<? upon the? gate?s ejf 'Trieste*. H<?r 
gallant, iafaedry hael gone? ve‘ry u<*ar to breaking 
through the e'lie.irjy line?. 'I’hey ha<l shown 
that t.h<*r<». was a chatice to break through. 
One* <*hane‘e* luvel b(‘<*u best for r'*aso!is wit h which 
no one eenilel justly liiiel fault. ’I’he? eroiielitions 
ill Russia se?eiii<*d to impose? a r<‘.vi<‘W <jf tin* 
Alli<*d plans. Would a r<‘vie‘w l<‘a<l to pre?visi<)n ? 
Woulel France and England r<‘e‘onside‘r (lie 
cjuestion e)f a je>iiit of’fesisiv^e on tlie? Italian 
front ? Woulel tli<.?y et l<‘ast seiul tlie? guns 
whie-h might of them se^l v(?s suflice? to give 
Italy the? fruits of h(?r victories ? 

Though the Allied conference wliich met in 
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[Ifaluin otjuial phatoErul'h. 

A FATIGUE PARTY ON 1HK HKJH MOUNTAINS. 


lean's oil July 25 wiw mainly coiicmioj witfi 
I ho situation in the Balkans, and particularly 
with the position of (}n‘cc(‘, it wa.> annoiiiKSMl 
at. the close of tho sittings, which lasted for 
two days, tliat tlie representatives of tlie Allied 
Arinii's laid lu'ld seviTul meetings and 
“ e\ainiued all the (|uestions relative to 
the general conduct of opi'rations.” 

By this time the conditions in Russia 
had become plain for all to st'C. They thrust 
themselves at last upon the most uiiwilliiifj: 
intt'lli(jjenc(‘s. But the immediate plans of 
tlu‘ Allies for the French front could liardly 
he revised at this latt> hour. It was now tlie 
very eve of the great Flanders offensive 
which was to be so gravely handicapped })y 
I he at roeions wi'at her. The moment for revision 
had been the end of ,Iune, but at that date, 
n<i doubt, tlie factors which had governeil 
fh(‘ earliiT decisions were still thought to hold 
goo<l. 

'riu' di.scussions which had begun in Paris 
were contimK'd in London, and the question 
of a joint offensive on the Italian front was once 
more raistMl. The idi‘a brought forward by 
General Albric(*i 0,1 behalf of General Cadorna, 
who had ivturneil to Italy from Pavis, wavs 
to deh^y the Italian offensive wTiich wixs 
already plamu'd until .Allied troops and guns 
could bt' spared to give mldeil weight to the 
blows agavinst the Austrian line. 'Phe iih^a 


was not at once reject <*d. It was proposed 
that Allied r(‘inforcements should Ixi sent to 
It ally in ()(*tober, wIhmi it was hopi'd that the 
(»bja‘ctives of the Flanders <»ffensive would 
hav<^ b(M‘n attained. But this meant losing 
the most favouralile season for >i “big jiush." 
The exp(‘rienc(', of tho tiri'vious y«‘a\r had shown 
that tho work of the artillery would pn.bably 
be seriously interfi'fiMl with by the mi.st and 
rain whiith are apt to jirevail on the Cai'so and 
the Middle isonzo as soon as the summer 
breaks, (haieral Albrieei fejired that O(;tobei 
was too late for an offensivi> on the grand scale. 
'Pho weather might be favourable, but the ri.sk 
seemed too great. It wivs decided to proceed 
with tho plans already made. Tho Italian 
artillery was still superior to that of the 
enemy, and another half-do/en batteries of 
six -inch howitzers had bei*n addetl to the 
Jiritish artilkTy contingent on the Canso. 

It liail b(‘en hoped to renew the Itali n 
offensive towards the end of July, but action 
was delayed until the close of the discussions 
whicli have been briefly indicated. When tlu^ 
decisions were finally taken, the main prepara- 
tions luul already been nuKle, and it only 
rc'inained to put the finishing touches. 

The Italian Army and the wliole of Italy 
were strung to tho keenest tension, when 
Pope Beiu'dict XV. laimchcd his “ cry for 
peace.” This is not the place to analyse 
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lully tiu' terms of tlie Puin’.l Note or th(‘ attitu(h‘ 
of the Vati(*a?i to tho war in general.* It is 
niougii to recall that the Pope’s inipartialily 
phiced tho o]:)posiiig belligerents on exaelly 
I he saiiu? l(A el, to the ext(‘nt of balancing llu* 
r\iUMjalion of fh'lgimn and the oef;nj)iei| 
territory in France with th<' restitution of th‘ 
(h'rman colonii'S ; tliat he held out hopi's of 
((‘iTitorial {UTangenuails wliicJi would satisfy 
lh(' aspirations of the conteiuliiig piuties : 

* 'I’hc text 1)1' the l‘()|)e'>, Note will ht' toliinl at tli< 

, n<l of C'hnpU'r CCXXX. 


and tiait he stigimitiy.ed the struggh* bi‘t\vei‘fj 
tho two groups of ])eoples as a “ uselt*ss 
slaughttT.” 

Tho Note gave risi* to a bii’ioiis polemic 
in tho Itjiliau Pn'ss. Only th(' onieijil Soeiali'^ts 
and the (Jiolittiau SfmniHt raiigiul tlsMiiselves 
with tin* ('!eri(’;il ne\\.s|M,pors m delVnev' of the 
Note. 'I'he Anifitl elaime»l that, tlu* hope 
spoken “tile language of /imnuu'wa,ld,'’ tuid 
tlwit. “two gretit ai'ioies the (’alholie and thi' 
Socialist jire working togelher to (Mid th‘ 
horrible eonfhel.' The St<f>npt! preached a. 
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doleful Bonnon on the text “ useless slaughter/* 
and it was this phrase that excited the strongest 
comment of those who felt that the Note 
showed a strange misapprehension of the issues 
ftt stake. “ If the word * useless ’ is written 
over the tombs of those who gave themselves 
for a more just, a more civilized, a more human 
to-morrow for their coimtry and for all free 
countries, the dead will shudder in their graves. 
Nothing in all the world was ever more sacredly 
useful.” * 

This was the truth, but the unhappy phrase 
went out with all the authority of the Hoad of 
the Catholic Church, and the rest of the Note 
may be said to have led up to that phrase. 
If the a6Sumi)tions made by the Pope wore 
triio, if the bolligorents were equally respon- 



BARON SONNINO (on the right) 
Leaving the Paris Conference, July 1917. 

Bible for the war and equally guilty in regard to 
its excesses, then the sufferings and losses were 
indeed useless. They were equally “ useless ** 
in the eyes of many people if, as the Note 
liinted, there was “ reason to hope ” that the 
enemies of the Entente were prepared to con- 
sider certain territorial questions “in a con- 


ciliatory spirit,” taking account of ” the 
aspirations of the peoples.” The Note was 
vague enough in its reference to these questions, 



POPE BENEDICT XV. 


but the Clerical papers filled in the gaps, and tlic 
impression convoyed was that the Papal Note 
Iwdtl out the promise of Trent and Trieste for 
Italy. 

It is idle to say that Trent and Trieste wero 
not mentioned by name, or that the !*()[>«• 
promised notliing at all, but only made an 
apjjeal for peace. The Note hinted, if it did 
not promise, and those whose business it was 
to support it took pains to suggest that its 
terms wo\ild probably be accepted as a conunou 
basis of discussion. 

To the Entente as a whole the proposals 
could offer no baais for discussion. The denmnd 
for “ entire and reciprocal condonation ** seemed 
a mockery in view of the German crime against 
Belgium ; the first and greatest of many 
crimes against laws human and divine that lnvl 
no counteipart on the other side. Serbia wii^ 
not even mentioned by name, but was included 
in the general reference to “territorial and 
political questions.’* Small wonder that a 
first reading of the Note led to indignant 
comment by almost every Allied newspaper 
that was not identified with the Roman 
Church or with an anti-war party. The 
defenders of the Note w’ere subsequently at 


♦ Cnrrte.re dcUa Sera, .\uKiist 17. 
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pains to domonstrato that its wording did not 
necessarily imply the interpretations that were 
at fii'st attached to it, but the salient phrases 
could not bo explained away or “ interpreted.” 
And their effect upon those who hail no political 
knowledge and with whom the Pope’s wortl 
carried weight may readily be imagined. 

The Note was published on the eve of an 
immense effort, a greater effort than Italy 
had ever made, and for a momout p»\rts of 
the Army were shaken. The Socialists had 


expect a better reward for his avowed subor- 
dination of moral questions to his longing 
for an end to wholesale death and suffering. 
The intontioixs of Benedict X\^ wore praisi*. 
worthy, but it is not likely that his famous 
Note will be best remembered for its inten- 
tions. 

Parts of the Italian Army worn sliaken for a 
moment, but it wtw only for a moment. WIkmi 
the day of battle came, the troops showed all 
their old qualities —bravery, patienee, cndu- 



A HEADQUARTERS DUG-OUT ON THE ITALIAN FRONT. 


l>roachod that the Germans were reatly to maki* 
peace ; the Pope seemed to repeat the sug- 
gestion, and liw conunentators iiwisted that 
he would not have taken the stop unless he hail 
good reason to beliovo it would bo successful. 
It is known now that his oagi^r hope of petwe 
made liira a prey to false assurances which 
Germany gave for her own ends. Ho became, 
in fact, the unwitting instrument of Gcnnan 
manceuvres. It would be unfair to suggest 
that the Papal Note was inspired by anything 
but the Pope’s own passionate desire for an 
end to the horror of the war and for the estab- 
lisliment of a lasting peace. The German 
reply, when it came, was a complete disillusion 
to the Pope, who perhaps had the right to 


ranee — under t.he severest trials. This fact 
was often quoted by Clericals as a proof that 
the Papal Note had no ill-effect, but the argu- 
ment IS false. There was a moment of anxiety 
and uncertainty, and if that moment jiassed, 
thanks to the essential soundness of the Army 
as a whole, the fivet roinaiiis.* The actual 
dates pertinent to the argmnent are iw follows. 
A forecast of the Papal Note was published on 
August 14. Th(^ next day, tho festival of Ferm- 
gostOf no newsfiaptu's appeared. At. midday on 
August 16 tho text was published in a siieeial 

*Tho writer has a vory vivid rocolkction ui tlio 
hmguag<* used in regard to tlio Papal Note by an Italian 
Army Corps ooininander, who know how his nnni Imd 
tomuorarilv alT<*<;ted. 
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edition of tho Osservalore llomano. At dawii 
on August 18 the Italian artillery opened fire 
along the whole lino from Monto Nero to the sea. 

Tho battle that was now to be joine<l sur- 
passeil in extent any that had hithort(j tal^en 
place on tho Julian front. In 191() (Ji'iieral 
Cadoma had dealt one short sharp stroke 
after another, each time upon a comparatively 
limited front. Tho actions in May, 1917, 
deseribed in Chapter COXXl were in a moasun^ 
separate, though they wore (^losoly coniu'ctcKl. 
Kach phase of tho May offensive lasted rouglily 
three days, and in each cas() the ty|M' of action 
was simply a development oi\ a largi'r scale 
of tho j)revious year’s hammerings on tho 
Carso. In August tho whole proportion of 
things was changed ; tho whole scheme of tlie 
light was on a different scale. 

On August IS the (mtire front w'cnt on fire 
from above 'Tolmino right d<.)wn to th('. sea, and 
1 he battle lasted for four weeks. Tho gov<‘niing 
idea of the plan of action was to attjwk all 
jdoiig tho line in tlu' hojDo of finding a weak 
s])ot, and then to throw in reserves on whatever 
part of the long front promised best. That is 
to say, tliat at the outset tli(T(* was no fixed 
obj(‘ctive for a main att ack to which the otlu'rs 
should be subs(^rvi<'nt. The s(s*tor for the 
main drive wivs to l)e decided by the results 
of the early fightuig. 

From (he first tlu^ great. movi'iiK'ut went 
with a swing. Wlien tlu' main bornbardnumt 
was still in progrc'ss, on tla^ afternoon of August 
IS, Italian columns mov(*d north-eastward from 
the Piava bridgidieal, and seized tho villag<^ 
of Brit of, at the mouth of tho Roliot valley, 
which divides ]\Ionte Kuk (Oil) from the main 
Bainsizza plateau. This movement w'tis carried 
out under cover of a tremendously heavy 
artillery fire, wdiicdi must have cut tho com- 
munications of tho outlying enemy troncluns, 
for tJie barrage^ wliich tho enemy put over in 
the hope of crushing the attacking forces w'as 
ciiiito wrongly directed. The whoU^ Isonzo 
valley was s(‘ething with smoko, and the enemy 
<*ommaiul clearly t hought that the attack w hich 
they could hear round T^ritof had come from 
the far side of the river. Tho Austrian guns 
rained countless shells on both banks of the 
river b('low^ Anhovo, where they imagined 1 hat 
t he It alihns were crossing. But the Italians were 
already inside tho barrage, and reinforcements 
could still come round th(; southern eml of it. 

This was only a minor movement, in tho 


nature of a feint. Tho real work began lato 
on the night of August 18, wdion tho foriuidablo 
tivjk of crossing tlio Isonzo at a number of 
points botwoon Tolmino and Anhovo was 
undertaken. Tho wooded glacis that drops 
from tho Bainsizza tableland to tlie Isonzo 
hml tho swift river as a protecting moat all 
tho w'ay from below Santa Liieia station to 
just abov<* Plava. In must phices tho banks 
are precipitous, dropping some .*10 to fiO 
feet to tho water, and wlu're it seemed as 
though a bridge might more i‘asily be thrown 
across tlie eis'iny had establislud spe<‘ially 
strong maehiiu'-gim redoubts. Most, of tho 
easy place's weni hdt alone, and in numy 
cases tlui pontoons had ti> be' h't elown to 
the' river by rope-s. Before^ dawn on tlu' lOth 
14 bridg^^s liad bee'ii throw'll across t ho riviT, 
The task of the engineers w^as hi'lpixl hy a 
thick curtain of smoke that blotted out the flow 
of the valley aiul by tlie clevi'i* use of a go'at 
numb(*r of searchlights, tlii' skilful manipulat ion 
of wdiieh eomph'tely blinded thi' ('iiomy lights. 

Many troops w’e^re^ across Uie river Ix'fore 
elawii, and Ix'foro the .sun hiul topped tho hills 
to the e'ast large forces wen’e (‘stahlishixl on the 
left bank. The big tresKdi mortars hael done 
their w'ork wi'll, and the on(*my de'fenees n(*ar 
the rive'r w'ere^ smaslusl to bits. In tlie (‘urly 
morning tiui mist lay in thei valley and well ufi 
the hillsides like a level floor, that sex'uied 
seareely disturbed by fix' iiavoe of shedl-fire. 
Later intJie day tlie levels liroke, and th<Mvholo 
vajiorous mass, thiekeiKHl by the smolm of 
innumerable shell bursts, seethed and swirled 
like a witeluis’ brow. Favoured by the mist 
and by tlu* devices indicati^il above, the attack- 
ing troo[)H got a(TO.sM tlie Isonzo w'ith compara 
tively little loss, and along a great [jart of tho 
river front the lii'st rush took tluxu through tho 
battiTed remnants of tho enemy treuehes. 
The ii<*xt diflieulty began when they eami^ in 
contact with the so-called “ rodouht-liiie ” - 
a line of eaverns and dug-outs used as machine- 
gun posts some ilistauee ujj the sUs'i) sl(»pes. 
Acro.ss the river from Ardiovo and for some 
littlo distance northward tlws atliu;l<ing forci'S 
w’en* h<'ld up hy a munlerous maeliiin^gim 
lire. Ill front of them lay the k 1(‘(‘]) ridge tliat 
dropped from .leleiiik, the eeiitre-point of tho 
Austrian ih'fi'iisive system iii this SJsetor, 
wlx'iici' a sec'ond .‘system of tri'iiehes radiatiMl 
north-east and south -iNist to .support tho 
front lino running along the toj) of the glacis, 
and to protect the approaidies to tho main 
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jilrtteau from an attack pushed up the Avseek 
or Rohot valleys. The enemy clung to the 
lines bcliind Descla with the utmost despera- 
tion, and all attempts to w'ork up tho hill failed. 
Rut as the day w^ore on it was seen that persis- 
tence in a frontal at tack would not bo necessary. 

Retweon Canale and the moiitli of tho Avseek 
valley, by Loga and Bodrez, the scene of the 
feint action tliree months Vjefore,* two Ber- 
Ktigliori brigades, tho First and the Fifth, 
iiumIo light of all obstacles and gained the 


the Italians had enlarged the hole in the line 
till it extended from tho Avseek valley to the 
point kno^vn as Kuk 711, one of tho half-dozen 
kuks that dot tho region of the Middle Isonzo. 
Jelenik, tho hub of the defence, was threatened 
from the north as well as from the west 

It was two days more before Jelenik fell, 
but in tho meantime the Italians had smashed 
clean through on a sufTicipfitly wide front. 
They were pressing eastward and rolling up 
t he enemy lino from the north. 



A PONTOON BRIDGE ON THE ISONZO. 


rim of the Bainsizza plateau at the heights 
known as Fratta and Scmarck, north of tho 
village of Vrh. They had broken up the 
enemy defences on tliis lino, and w’cro advancing 
southw'iml mid etistward, backed by a fresh 
brigade wdiich followed them through the gap 
th(*y luvl imvle. One column pushed south- 
('ivstward above the Avseek valley, another 
came southward along the rim of the plateau 
by Vrh. There was very stiff fighting, but a 
big gap hml been made in the enemy’s third 
liuf', and he could not prevent its wdiloning. 
Italian reserves came across the river and up 
the w’oody slojx^s, and the Austrians could not 
stem the steiuly pressure. When night fell 


• Sc' Ohn])ter OCX XI. 


North of the Avseek valley, opposite Doblar, 
the action began equally well. The river was 
crossed successfully, and a footing was gained 
on the heights to the eastward. Tho problem 
here was especially difficult. There was no 
possibility of extending tho lino of tho frontal 
attack farther north than opposite Doblar, 
for tho stoop w’ostom slopes of the Lorn and 
Kal plateaux end, for the most part, in a sheer 
rockfall into the Isonzo. Tho Lorn heights 
are divided from those of Kal by the torrent 
of Vogercck, wdiich drops abruptly tlirough 
tliick woods to tho river, but the only real 
access to the two plateaux is from the Avseek 
valley, wdiich divides the Kal plateau from tho 
main system of the Bainsizza. A glance at 
the map shows tho great importance of these 
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positions. The Lom plateau donxinates the 
junction of the Baca and Idria valleys, and the 
southernmost curve of the Wochein railway, 
the sole good way of access to Tolrnino from the 
east. It dominates, moreover, the northern 
part of the Chiapovano valley, which furnished 
the only satisfactory lateral comrnimication 
for the enemy positions on the Middle Isonzo. 
The Lom plateau was one of the main 
bulwarks of the Tolrnino defences, aa essential 
part of them. The Kal plateau was in the 


fighting the Italians succeeded in occcupying 
the western part of the Kal plateau, as far as 
a line running north-eastwards from Levpu 
to near Mesnjak. 

Meanwhile furious fighting was going on 
between Gorizia and the sea, and esp(?cially 
on the Carso. From the morning of the 19th 
the Italian pressure all along the line was very 
heavy, and at one point the enemy cracked 
badly. Tlie Italian 23rd Corps carried the 
lino between Korite and Solo, wliich ha«l 



BERSAGLIERI WITH REGIMENTAL DOGS. 


nature of an outwork, interposed between 
the main lino and the only way of approach- 
ing it. 

Observation showed that the enemy front 
lines were well prepared, but information 
regarding the rearward positions was frag- 
mentary and more of a general than a detailed 
kind. The country beyond tho nearer ridges 
is broken and thickly wooded, so that observa- 
tion gave poor results. Other information 
was practically lacking, owing to tho fact that 
there had been practically no contact Ix^tween 
the opposing troops in this sector. It followed 
that the task both for troops and leaders 
was exceptionally arduous, but the first stops 
were splendidly successful. After verv hard 


resisted so stoutly in May, and pnxctieally 
destroyed the Austrian 12th Division. More 
than four thousaiul prisoners wer(» taken from 
this division alone, and its losses in killed 
and wounded were terrible. Th(^ 12tJi had 
won tho name of tho “ Iron Division ” for tlie 
many stubborn fights in which it luwl been 
engaged, but it had practically no cliance 
against the furious attack of tlie ltalia.ns, 
in which the Grenfvdier Brigade once more 
distinguished itself greatly, going through 
the village of Selo with bomb imd bayonet. 
In tlie Hermada region useful progrc^ss was 
made — tho Italians rctiching the line from 
which they had been driven by the Austrian 
counter-attack in Juno, and taking many 
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priHoncrH. Tho attack in tliin sector was 
greatly helpixl by the enfilading fir<* of tho 
batteries on Punta Sdobba, a long spit of laud 
thrust out into tho w^a south of Monfaleono. 
Hungarian prisoners who wore brought in on 
tluj (evening of August 20, tia/.ed and worn by 



MAP ILLUSTHATlNt; THK ITALIAN 
ADVANCK IN THE SOUTHERN SECTOR. 

tho torment of thr<‘e days’ slaughter and thirst, 
could tally stammer, “ Sdobba, Sdobba,” aiul 
wave tht'ir hands towards tho guns that had 
pounded tluar flank. \"«‘rv ust'I’ul work was 
dont' by Jiritish monitoi-s ami Italian guns 
mounted on pontoons, which bombardeil tho 
Herinada, especially the revei’se slop<\s where 
tho emany heavy artilhay was concent ratc'd, 
and the railway line that runs along the coa.st 
to Trieste. Trii'ste itself was also shelled. 

On the northern part of the Carso little j)ro- 
gress was madt*. The Austrian resistance heiv 
was perhaps more tenacious than in any otlu‘r 
si'ctor of the long front. Tlu» stairway of 
peaks that rises from west to east, and divides 


the Carso plateau from tlie Vippacco valley, 
was of enormous importance to the en^my. 
It was the middle, and probably the most 
important of the throe main points of resistance 
betw'cen the Middle Isonzo and the sea, the 
northern being San Cabriole and tho southern 
Herrnada. Here the enemy put in line some 
of his best troops, and they fought with dogg d 
fury. But they lost ground. In the first 
day’s fighting tho Pallenza ))rigadc occupiiMl an 
important position south-east of Faiti Hrib. 
and every attempt to dislodge them failed. 
North and south of them the fight swayed 
backwards and forwards as at tack and eount cr- 
attaek followed in quick succession, but the 
Pallanza held tightly to tlu^ir gains. 

In the Cori/ia plain, and as far north as 
Mont(i Santo, the aid.ivity of the Italians was 
practically limited to artillery w’ork and 
tri‘nc}i raids. Experience had shown that t his 
s<‘ctor held k'ss promise of success in a direct 
attack than the Middle Isonzo and the Carso, 
and it may be said that hiu’e tliere was an 
i'xceptiou to the governing idea of <’qual 
pressuri' all along the* line. T’he artillery fin» 
was trcriKMidous and frecpu'iit raids were 
carriefl out, but there was no infantry attack 
in forc(». Tln> Austrian communiques spoke of 
“desperate fighting” in this sector, wIkto 
“ the Italians did not succeed in gaining a 
yard of ti'rritory.” At this stage there was 
no attempt to gain territory in the centre of 
the lin<‘. Similar claims w^ux^ made in rt'.gard 
to the Vodiee sector. They were (*qually 
unfounded. The Italian troops in Kuk and 
Vodiee, after a first dianonstrat ivi^ action, 
w(*re held back until tlw^ movement farther 
north should (k'veloped. 

For the first day’s fighting liad found the 
weak place, and the rt>sults at the end of the 
second ilay determined the subsequent course 
of the battle. 

The Austrians inade a very gallant effort 
to stem tlie onrush of the It^alians through the 
gap that was made in their lines on the Middle 
Isonzo. They fought desperately, taking (wery 
advantage of tlie broken, diflicult ground. 
But ix^sistanco w'as useh'ss. Nothing could stop 
the Bcrsaglieri, who pushed south-eastw^ards 
ami occupiiHi the wooded heights of Oss^oinca 
and Oscedrih, w’hile the supporting .troops, 
among wdiom the Elba Brigade particularly 
distinguished itself, spreml out fanwiso and 
turned tlio Jeleuik positions. More troops 
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• {Italian Naval official photcgrafyh 

ITALIAN NAVAL GUNS ON A PONTOON BOMBARDING lllE HEKMADA. 


pouro<l tlirongli ilio gap and pressed auToss the 
plateau, pickifig up guns and prisoiiei’s, in 
s])ito of ilio stul)horu fight put up liy the 
(‘rieiiiy eovoriiig tr()()[)s. I5y August 22 strong 
force's were niarehing hard for the eiiste'rn rim 
of the Dainsizza plateau. The troops which 
defended the wooded slopes helow Jeilenik 
»\n<l Hill 747 still resisted every ad tempi to 
dishxigi' them, t hough tluMr liiK^ of retreat wavs 
all blit cut olT. I)(*speravte fighting still went 
on in th(^ woods, but tliese wen^ slowly being 
blasted from the grim slopes. All things grcM.iji 
were favling and dying under the blight of shell- 
fire. The battle havd developed into a battle 
of movt'inent avs faar as the .Middle l.sonzo was 
concerned. On the Austriavii left, where the 
Italian attivck havl not yet been thrown in, the 
<iefenders were holding on avnxiously'-, hut their 
position was b<HU)ming vory precavrious. On the 
morning of August 2.4, the Florence lirigadt) 
avttiicked np the ea^stern slope (d’ tlu? Hohot 
vavlle\% with tlu^ Udine lir.gav le on their right. 
Before long t he FlonMiee Bng.v le wem through 
the eiK'iny lines at Rutavrsce avnd B.u''terea, and 
pushing up towamls Kobilek. rhey were 
well suy)]K)rted, both on left and right. Tln» 
whole Second Corps, which had l)een held baiek 
till the movement on the nortli sliould develop, 
wavs lavunched avgainst the (Mieiny lines from 
below Jelenik to the savdille thavt runs from 
Vodice to Bavske. The Austriavis were driven 
back in cfmfusion, avnd forced dcnvii into the 
Concha di Gairgaro, losing va*ry heavily, ais they 
cavme muler a-rtillery fire neavr vSlatiua, on the 
road leading.down to Gargaro. 


Monte Savnto wavs now thn'avtened in r^^verse, 
avn<l tln^ savme davy am Jtavliavn column from the 
south r(*aicha'd the Sa'Ila di Dol —the savddh* 
whi<*h divides Monte Savnto from Monte Savn 
Gavbriade. Thavt avfternoon ai frauitic tadephoiu) 
call hjr orda^rs from Iho Austriavn gavrrison on 
Mont(‘ Savnto wavs picked up by flu' Itavliavns. 
'Phe c.onunavnder wavs (wiahmtly i)n‘[)avring for 
n'treavt, avnd avslonl avnxiously for instructions 
avs to his movemaeits avn«l whavt. he wavs to do 
with his stores avnd avmmunition. Whavtover 
his orders W('rt> lie did not sikxmhhI in retiring 
avll his inon, or in d(\stroying his KU])plies. 
Wln'ii Moaita^ Savnto w.vs ocanapiaxl orv tlu^ follow- 
ing davy av niarnlx'r of prisoners won) tavken. 
avful its cavva'ins yiehltMl a greavt avm aunt of 
booty. 

Xot long before the favll of .Mont<‘ Savnto, the 
Austriavfis’ best remavining obiervalion post av’ul 
th») scene of proloTiged avnd stubborn fightiaag in 
the previous Mavy, would havvc b^*»*n havdaMl ava av 
gra'avt avnd splendid trium[)li. I t s aKd-ual (*avpt ure 
n*c<*ded in pa'rsjaecti ve in view of the brilliavait 
movement of which it wavs aaraly av eompnravti vady 
uniinportavnt incident, ft h id resisted count U'ss 
gavllavfit Attempts to storm its st«M‘p sida's, avnd 
when the avttavekers haw I g.vina'd av footing on 
its summit it havd poured f«>rth iiumi avnaf 
inaichino-guns frann its inavny caiva'rns avnd 
alriven the presaamptuous han’oes from the 
ruins of its convent. Ytat ait Ui<* laist it fell, 
.•vs av rip<' pa‘air favlls. d’he ehavnee^ of nuimeuvring 
given by the saaccessaas favrther north dial whavt 
mamth". aaf haunnia^ring havd favdaxi taa do. VVha^ai 
the writaT visita'd thavt sector of t lu) franit the 
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THK CONVENT OF MONTE SANTO 
AFTER THE BOMBARDMENT. 

(lay followifij^ i<M raptuni, ifc lay lik<^ a don'lict 
ill the scorrliing sun. 'Flid batiks had passed 
d hy. Its battered liid<*o(isiu‘ss seoiruul to 
mean nothing any inor<‘. Y<M it came quickly 
to life npiin. A road crept alon^ tb<^ crest of 
the ridj't) from Vodic(% and bi'fore the road 
came Italian inoimtaiu-^uns. 

A gri'at part of (hmeral Cadorna’s Sin^oiid 
Army was now w(‘ll on tlu^ move. Divisions 
wen* marching across tlie Mainsizza plateau, 
dt'ployi'd as for an old-tiiiK^ battle. M'he 
(Miemy n'arguard was init-ting up a v('rv fim* 


rc.si.stanco, employing field artillery and machine- 
guns with good effect and making the lx»st 
use of the wild and broken country. Tlu‘ 
Italians, on the other hand, were handicappeil 
by the fact that they were now beginning to 
outrun their own artillery, except the mountain 
guns. Tt must always be remembered that 
the first part of the advance after crossing 
the Isonzo, was a climb of 2,000 feet, and that 
the upland of the Bainsizza is not flat, but 
traversed Ijy ridges wliicli rise to a considerable 
height above the general level. Moreover, its 
western sector was I’oadle.ss. AVhert* tlu* 
Italians first broke through theni was not a 
single roml b<dwe(*n the river and the enemy 
gun positions. Farther south there was one 
poor road acro.ss tlie saddle from Baske to 
Vodice, and along the eastt*m slope of Kuk 
(fill) to iK'ar Paljevo. Jn .bine the Italians 
hiul built an admirable road up the westiuii 
side of Kuk to the saddk^ b(‘tw«'(‘u Kuk and 
Vodice and anothcT betwi*en Kuk and Hill IIHIh 
Half a day’s work linked uj) the Kuk road to 
th<‘ Austrian road at the hamlet of Vodice. 
but bet W('t‘n tlu* (‘iid of th<^ Austrian road I’ast 
of tbe ridge and tlu^ Italian road ])ast Hill UHll 
there was a gap of a mile. 'J'ill that ga]) was 
filled everything had to struggle up the single 
mountain road the.t ran from Plava across 
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the saddle between Kuk and Vodice and thence 
across the Basko saddle to Ravne, on the main 
plateau. From the Basko saddle a road ran 
down to the Concha di Gargaro. Another 
led from Ravine to the Concha, and another 
joined Ravne to the village of Bate, wliich 
was the centix^ of the Austrian communications 
on the plateau. The position, in short, was 
this : that the Italians had only one road by 
which they coukl bring up guns and stores, 
wliile the Austrians liad several by which they 


towards the village of Ternova. Water was'^a 
very serious problem. Thc^ supply on tlu^ 
Bainsizza upland is at best very limited, an<l 
the enemy, naturally, had polluted the wells 
wherever they had time to do so. Some \in- 
touclied springs were found, but tlu^ gn'at bulk 
of the water for the troops luul to be brought 
up by road, where there was a rotul, and else- 
where in barrels on mulebaek. For a w('ek 
there was fierce lieat, and the soldiers suffered 
terribly from thirst. 



SERVING OUT FOOD TO ITAIdAN SOLDIERS. 


eould retreat. Tln^ one road, Jiioreover, was 
far south of the point wlunv the gap was first 
made, and was not available for tlu^ Italians 
until the Austrian positions in front of it were 
actually turned by the infantry to the north. 
For the first part of the advance there was 
no road at all. 

The jwlv'ance across the plateau was thus 
very difficult-, on the middle sector at least. 
On the southern part, where the rearward 
enemy positions were within range of th<' 
heavy guns and where there was at least one 
road for liurrying up artillery, the Austrians 
were driven bac*k to the Chiapo^'ano valley. 
Italian forc'^s crossed the mouth of it, where it 
debouches into the Concha di Gargaro, between 
the Ternova and Bainsizza ]jlateaus, and 
established themselves on the rise leading up 


By August 27, the limit- was ])ractically set 
to the Italian tulvauco on the plateau. 'Tlie 
farth(‘st point retu^hed was Volnik, a hill that 
rise's about tw’O miles west of the Chia[)ovano 
valley, at the broadest part of the plateau. 
North of Volnik a road runs down to the valNw, 
and this roal was tlie main avenue of ndn*at 
for the Austrian artillery. Here, in a worxled 
hollow, the pursuing Italian infantry came up 
with the ejiemy and all but laid liands onagrent 
column of guns that was st ruggling eastwards. 
But the pursuers liad outrun their own artilhuy. 
The ’wooded, broIoMi country was admiraljly 
suited to defence by inachiiKoguns, and in 
many phveos the woods w(*re wired. A desjjer- 
ate defence was made by the (Miemy. His 
rearguard was sacrificisl, but its sacrifice was 
not in vain, for th(^ gn^ater part of the tlireatened 



ITALIAN MOTOR TRANSl^OHT COLUMN CARRYING TROOPS TO THE FRONT. 


guns \v(To got- jvwny in sjvf(‘ty. If it luul bron captinr of Kuk and Vodi(*(‘, but on t-be stu'ond 

in any way possiblo for the Italiaji artillory occasion lio was unable to make the lieadway 

to k(‘cp pace with tlic advancing infantry, the that was urgently necessary. Perhaj)s he 

hulk of Uie enemy artillery would have been came on the spot too late, when the loss of the 

caught- north of Volnik, and an oven greater hours tliat ineah tjverything to an otTensivo 

.success would liave gone to the credit of lunl alrcix<ly prejudiced the situation. This 

Italian arms, w'tvs the opinion of those who thought that more 

M('auw’hile tlu^ fight nortli of Avseek valley energetic action on the second day of the 

ha<l not gone so wt'll. The forward movement, battle might liave led to big results. It is 

which had begun admirably the first day, wiis certain that by the time he took over t-lie 

<*he(‘ked on the second, and Central Capcllo, command th(‘ enemy had strengthened the 

who c()mmande<l tln^ Second Army, was not positions that were already strongly held, 

satisfied that tlu' check was neev'ssary. 'rhe Austrians had conct*nt ratod a large force 

general in charge of the op<*ratioiis in this of artillery on tho Loin plateau, and ample 

sector was relieved of his command, and infantry reserves were quickly on the spot. 

General JIadoglio was sent north in the hope It is doubtful, however, whether tho Italion 

that his eiu'rgy and “drive” might nuvt with attiwk could have had much further success 

succt'ss ; General IVhuitnori taking over the even if no time had been lost. This position 

ISi'cond Corps, which was still waiting till tho wc-s all-important to tho enemy. It was clear 

breach made at Vrh should be wiilened. This that the attainment of the Italian objectives 

was the second time in the coui-se of tho summer wtiuld have phw’ed tho Austrians at Tolmino 

that General Hadoglio ha<l bt'eu selected to take in a practically impossible situation. Their 

<‘hargo of operations which had alreiwly bc(*n di‘t\'nsivc measures w^ere, therefore, very •corn- 

begun."' In May his work was rewarded by the pletc, aiul the Italian attacking strength was 

not suflicic'iit. Them were not enough guns to 
push through this operation in addition to 
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fiURtaining the battle along the whoh' wide 
front to tlie sea. Other sectors of the battle 
line were held to have a prior claim. 

On the morning of August 30 the battle 
seemed still so open that ca\^alry patrols were 
sent forward in reconnaissance from Brit of U» 
the southern outlet of tho Cliiapovano valley, 
and southward towards the low ridge that joins 
Monte San Gabriele to the Tc'rnova plateau. 
These patrols came in touch with the enemy, 
dismounted and kept the d(d‘cud(5rs employcMl 
till tho infantry came up and took over the 
work. The Italians soon found th<‘mselv(‘s 
hwed by wire, and the brief t.ask of the edvalry 
was over. This was t lie last day of opi^a lighting. 
Tlu^ inevitable slowness of the advance over 
the diflicult, roadless comitry had given time 
for eiK'iny reserves to arrive — well servcnl by 
the roads which backed t he Jiainsizza and led 
over the 'r<^rnov'a jilateau. It was obvitais 
that a pause w'as due. TIuj ground was still 
very favourable to tli(‘ defence. Among th() 
w’oods and rot^ks of the I3aiusizza, wire and 
inaehine-guns could hold up any ivdvancc that 
was not backed by a luuivy weight of artillery 
lire. The steep easti'rn rim of tlie plateau 
rises well above the approaches to it, and it 
was strongly held. lAnir divisions were in line 
here, plus tlu^ shattensl remnants of two others 


wliich had left most of their elTectivos on tho 
ground lost to tho Italians. Besiirv'es won' 
behind them, and there was no po.ssibility of 
rushing tho defences \vith tin^d troops aiul 
insullicieut artillery. Tho Italian lino was 
straightened out by a withdrawal from some 
of tho more lulvanced positions occupied, and 
once more t he two armies betook themselves to 
the spivle and tli(^ rock-drill, on tiio Baiiisizzii 
at least. 

Tho lirst phast^ of the battle was ov(‘r, and 
th(» second pliast' which followed wti.s curiously 
dilTerent. The long hattlefroiit suddenly 
narrowed down to ont< single hill, wIkm'o for a 
long tlm'o weeks Italians and Aust rians fought 
out the most detiTiniued stniggh^ of t he battle. 
During t his time tlu*n^ was otJu'i* lieavy tight ing 
at various parts of the front, hut the <u*ntr(^ 
2 )oint of interest was always MonP' San 
Gahrit'le. 

San Gabriele was now v(‘ry clostdy h<*s(*t. 
The Italians iiad long hetm some way up its 
western slop(\s, hanging on under Santa 
(Adorina, a sjjur that juts out towards the 
Isonzo. North of Santa (Katerina they IukI 
oc<*upied Hill 343, a similar spur, which, like 
its noiglibour, luul long hc'ou rtMlueed to ai 
hadeful mound of lUbris. '.riia^ faill of Monte 
Samto bawl let tlH*m in wit la ai rush Uj) to thai 
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S(Ultt (li Dol, And they hacl .scaled the precipitous 
northern slope of San Gabriele, and tucked 
themscdves in under shelter of the i)oint known 
as Veliki Hrib, or Hill 620, before the Austrians 
werf3 well aware how their flank had been 
turned. 

Tlie ridge of San Gabriele runs north-west* 
wards from Gorizia towards Monte Santo. 
The ascent to its higho.st point (Hill 646) from 
the (Jorizia plain is very abrupt, and thence 
1 ho ridge runs for about a mile to Veliki Hrib 
In^fore dropping steeply to the Sella di Dol. 
'The eastern side is also very steep, but on 
the west the rise is comparatively gentle. 


to face direct attack from the west. But the 
summit itself had been turned into a citadel, 
with rock trenches facing all ways. The task 
of the Italians who had occupied the northern 
end of the ridge was to push up the gradual 
rise, and they had the advantage of being able 
to use the old defences as communication 
trenches when they liad made good an advance 
over the open groimd. But an advance was 
very difficult. The Austrians had many 
caverns on the easit^rn and southern sides of 
Gabriele wliich gave cover against the Italian 
shells. And all their massed artillery, on the 
Tem^va and San Daniele. nt CronlH^rg and in 



WIRE-CUTTING BY SECATEUR UNDER PROTECTION OF A STEEL SHIELD. 


except for the two spurs alretw.ly mentioned, 
until immotliately under the main ridge, which 
risi's very sharply for the last 600 feet. The 
total length of the pvxssif, from the Sella di 
Dol to tile acpicduct below the soutli-eastem 
corner, is little more than 2,000 yards, while 
its extreme breiulth from Santa (Jaterina to the 
KtvJdlo which divides it from Alont-e Sau Dauiole 
is a little less. The widest part of the main 
ridge, between the stoop drops on either side, 
is only about 800 yards. It seems an im- 
possible battlefield, but on this narrow space 
an appalling struggle took place. 

The flank of the Austrian position was turned 
by the occupation of Veliki Hrib and the 
advance in the Conclia di Gargaro, for the 
defences had run along the ridge to the suiiunit 


the Pauowitzer wood, could be trained upon 
the battered hill. 

On August 30 the Italians finally established 
thiemselveB firmly on Veliki Hrib, and pushed 
forward to another strong position on the ridge 
known as Hill 662. During the next few days 
the Austrians made furious endeavours to 
drive back the invaders of tlieir vital stronghold, 
but though they often regained some of their 
lost ground, they could never hold it, and 
in the meantime preparations for a further 
assault were pushed on. The Italians kept 
extending their hold on the ridge. Their 
splendid infantry, backed by a very heavy 
artillery fire, were slowly unloosing the enemy’s 
grip, finger by finger. Sometimes by a fiirioits 
effort the looscu’^d finger shut again, but in 
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HOMBARDMENT OF SAN GABRIELE: SANTA CATERINA IN THE FOREGROUND. 


the end it bccaino finally dotachod from its 
hold. By September 2 the Italians had pushed 
along the ridge till they were under tho last 
sharp rise that leads to tho summit, and they 
had extended their occupation on tho eastern 
side of tho hill. 

The fresh attack — tho first attack on the 
suimnit — came on the morning of September 3, 
when the Italians went forward in three 
colunins. “ One column attacked straight 
along the coast, one worked along the north- 
eastern slope, while tho third advanced on 
the right, where the first 2 :)recipitous fall of 
tho ridge meets the slope that comes up from 
Salcano past the jutting spurs of Hill 343 and 
Santa Caterina. Tho left-hand column waa 
held up south-east of Hill 552 by a rocky bastion 
that juts out eastward from tho main massif, 
but it kept tho Austrians in this sector very 
busy and divortt^d their attention from tho 
flank of tho centre column. Tho right-hand 
colimin got well forward and ]3erformed the 
same science for the other flank of tho main 
attack, which was brilliantly successful. 

“ Notliing could stop the centre column, 
which was made up of volunteer stonning 
troops. These broke down all resistance. 
They stormed the macliine-gun positions, 
careless of loss, and reached the caverns. 


where tho Austrian reserves were caught like 
rats. In loss than an hour the Italians were 
in possession of tho main peaks. 

“ They had thrust a wedge into tho oikmiiv 
position in the mountain, but t heir own position 
was prt3cariouM. The enemy still lay round t lieni 
east, south, south-west, on tho lovtT ground 
indeed, but for that very reastai half-prot(*ct(‘(l 
from tho terrific hail of shells which had pounded 
the crest to fragments. Some of the enemy 
had remained literally underneath them, for 
a group of Italians who took refuge in a great 
sholl-crater felt tlui ground give way Ixaieath 
their feet till they fell into a cavern oecupieil 
by a company of t he enemy. 'J’hci It alia? is 
Were tho first to recover from the surprise, 
and tho small detat;hinent took the whole 
company prisoners. 

“ Altogetlier the centre column took nearly 
1,500 prisoners, more than twice the whoJ.i 
number of tho ‘ forlorn hope ’ that htwl storiiKwl 
tho peak. Tliink of what they had doin'. 
They hail rushed a stc‘(*p ghtcis that rises about 
300 feet in 600 yards, a glacis not more than 
200 or 300 yards w’i(h\ At tlio end of tho last 
abrupt rise they had stormed trenclu^s cut in 
the rock and full of machine-guns. By ev( ry 
law^ of forturio and rule of war they hail no 
more chance of succeeding than tho men wlio 
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stonnrd IWlajoz or (^u(Jn.(l Kodrigii -less, 
|M‘rlia|)s, f<jr jjt t lioso far-off days tlicro was no 
such ucairly jM'rfis't (‘iigiiu* of dcfcueo as the 
inacliiiiO'guii. 

“ Tli(»y luid done ( ho iiiipossihio, and now 
n‘S(TV’(‘.s oi:m<* up fo sit down ainl iiuld tho 
sali(*n1, closely pressa'd by a d(‘.sj)orato oneiny 
and smitten by all tlw niass<sl ^ims from east 
and Houtli. For the Austrians to prev(‘nt tiu' 
ct»mplc((< occupation of Sjwi (hvhri<‘lo waus a 
malt ter of lif<‘ awul da^vth. If onc<* it wais 
altoj.,^‘thcr j.joii(^ tlu' waiy lay open to am Itadiam 
aulvance (*avst of (Joriziai anal the conscupa'iit 
entilaulinp of th(^ ailI-iin[)ortaint ])ositions on (lie 
nort las'll rim of (lie Cairso. Tlu^ ciusny haid 
to sacrifice aiiylhintj in order to ;^aiin (im«'» to 
improvusa^ a lunv defence on tla* Ternova!. 
jiliiteau avnd the low jjjroiind ilvat leads down 
bcliirul ( lori/.ia^ to tlu' Vippacco.”* 

d'he a*ii<‘my did not stint his sacrifice. Tlie 
10 dai.ys wliia'h followisl tlu* Ttadian attaick on 
the summit, saw one kai^-contimie<l tnclvv ait 
close cpiarters — ])omb and bayonet, daig^a^r 
amd clubbed rifle, ddie fights swayi'd back- 
\Nairds and forwards ailong tlio aiwful dtbns of 
shattered rock anal cruslanl bodies. The 
Austriams surgt'd up from tlieir caiva'rns on the 
east«*rn and southern sloiies, aind tho Itadiain 
liia' gaive back und<*r the lino of the crest tu 
Jet t lu' guns liawo full play. Alt aick afta’r avttawk 
waus swept awii.y by gusts of shell-fire, and tho 
eli\.st ic Itailiau line ixduriK'd to where it haul been. 

More eawerns full of Austrians were found 

' The Times, St»plomba*r 14. 


within tha^ areax oceujiied, ai-iul some of thi'se 
men refusiul to surrendiT, ho])ing to hold on 
t ill they should b(^ freasl by a suecessful eoiinter- 
aittaek. Attanupts to a^nter tJu' caverns met 
with strong ra\sistanc<‘, auid th<‘ir occupa^nts 
had to bo bomlxMl into silence. A remarkable 
teaUure of th(^ captura s in this sector was th<^ 
very law’g<‘ proportion of ohiccTs takeii-'-the 
figures for tw^o su(U*essivo days avmouiited to 
1)2 oflicc'rs and 2, lOU ma^n. Th<‘ (^xplainaUion 
lay in tho Austriam syst<*m of fighting. The 
men and non-commissiom^d oflicers fought in 
tlu‘ tra'iiches with only a few oHiccirs, tlie bulk 
of tho ladter remaining in cai^verns behind th(^ 
bat th‘-liju‘. In this waiy the losses of kilk'd 
and wounded wais [irojiort ionadady very much 
gri*at(*r among the rank a\.nd fik'. As at, rul<\ 
when the Itidiams broka* tliramgh the enemy 
lina's it wavs only tho rauunaint aif t hai ma^n who 
fadl into their hamals, but. the ofheau's wera? 
piekaxl out of their “funk-holes” in bateha's. 
'file systa'in of fighting ak)<‘s nait samnd “sport- 
ing,” but it was no aloulit very na>ea*ssai.ry for 
the Austriams ta.) spaira* tlu'ir a)flia*(>rs ais Jaing 
avs pa3.s.sible. And thi^ .systaMu worked, ddie 
Austrian resistama*a> alesan'veal aill praise. 

On September 12 General Tloraievia*. hiuncha'il 
nuvssa's of fra‘sh (roa)ps ag^^inst thai Itadiavii linai 
am San Gabriele and at k‘ngth suceaxxla'd in 
realua-ing to some (Extent tha*. saliamt thaxt 
terniinateal at Hill (>40. But his only succt'ss 
wavs the occupation aif av part of tho Italian 
a’-alvance lines. All efforts to push baiek tho 
main line, wdiieli ram just under the summit, 
to tho north of it, anal thence slantwise alown 
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the north-eastern slope, wore in vain. At s<'n^ation of the spectator was aiiuv/A‘inent at 

last there came a eoniimrative truce upon the inan's eai)aeity to resist tlie terrible en^iiK's 

stricken mountain. Infantry tiglit ing ceased, of his own dt'vising." * 

and though a steady succession of sliells fell The Austrians claimed that tiu* tight for 
upon it for a few days inort', at length the tires San (labriele resulted in a decisive \'ietorv for 

which had been alight for more than a month them, inasmuch as at the imkI of the loim and 

seemed to burn themselves out. tremendous struggle they still lield half tlie 

The original garrison of the mountain masalj and still bloek(‘d the Italian mo\ement 

fortress was perhaps five or six battalions, and that had sissiuhI in threaten the Austrian lines 

the fierceness of the fighting may be judg^Ml i^ast of (;t)ri/.ia. 'Vn some extent thtur claim 

fvom the fact that from August 27 to the middh‘ is justihetl. tAery credit must Ix^ given to 

of September no fewer than 31 fr(‘sh Austrian tlw^ deh*nders for their heroic resistance, and 

battalions were thrown into the struggle. their suee(‘ssful effort to prevent the complete 



{ftalian njjhiitl phtilngrApk, 

INFANTRY DISLODGINC; THE ENEMY FROM A CAVE. 


What- this meant may bi^ judged from the capture of this all -import a.nt bulwark e('rtainly 

dimensions of tlie moimtaiii already giv<‘n, savid (Jeneral Horo(*vie’s great dehnit from 

and from the fact that the area of tlie fiercest developing into a great disa.st(‘r. Hut it would 

and most prolonged struggle is ])(U'haps a little b<* wrong to regard the Italian attack on San 
larger than Trafalgar S(iuar<\ The losses on (hi,briele as an isolated a.et ion. 

both sides were t(‘rrible, for during th(*.se three The attack had a two fold object; first, 

weeks the fight raged almost without ceasing. the possible captun^ of the mountain and the 

Sometimes the hammering of the artillery possibli^ turning of the enemy positions east of 

died down for a few hours and let the tortured ( Jorizia ; secondly, t he gaining of t ime necessary 

ground lie bare to the light, unscreened by the to consolidate tlie gr(*at stretch of new line on 

foul garments of shell smoke, but tluTc was no the Hainsizza [ilateau. The first object was 

real rest from the battle. After each pause not attained, but in order to prevent its 

hell ^\nkQl again with uncpienched fires, ami attainment the Austrians had to hb<» u[) the 

weary men resumed their incredible efforts. infantry of three divisions and conci^ntrate a 

The mettle of both sides was tried to the utter- 
most, and here, as so often, “ the prevailing 
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great force of artillery. The second object was 
fully gained. Thanks to the threat against 
San (iabriele and the necessity of calculating 
ii|)on its possible fall, the Austrians could not 
s{)are enough men or guns to menace the new 
Italian positions on the Bainsizza. These 
positions were certainly insecure for a time, 
and strong Austrian reinforcements thrown in 
during the first critical period of occupation 
might very well have met witli success. It 
takes a long time to prepare a defensive lino 
among those tumbled liills — about Madoiii 
the terrain ift Snaked and rocky *i.s the worst 
|)arts of the (>arso — and tliere was only the one 
|)Oor road for the transport of guns, amrrmnition, 
wat(5r, food, and material for (Jiitrenclmionts. 
'Pile operations on San Gabriele were thus in 
the closest connexion with the position of the 
troops farther north, and the diversion of 
Austrian elh^rt to this vital point prevented 
any attempt to take advantage of the hwk of 
Italian communications across the Bainsizza. 
Every man who could be spared had to be 
pushed into t hc» cracking lines on San Gabriele 
or hi‘ld in reserve against its fall. 

There was another sector which had caused 
the Austrians i\, good d(u\l of anxiety— the 


Southern Carso. During tlie first week’s 
fighting the Italians had pushed up the slopes 
of the Hennada tfil they were above Sari 
Giovanni di Duino, and close upon Medeazza. 
Farther north, on the Carso proper, the drive 
of the 23rd Corps through Selo, and the hard- 
won progress of the 25th Corps on its left, hail 
broken through the first lino of the ^Austrian 
defences and brought the Italians to the for- 
midable system known as the Kappa lines 
which ran from Kostanjevica across the Bres- 
tovica valley to the northern summit of th(» 
Hennada. The 23rd Corps, in fact, had passed 
the Kappa line east of Selo, and in various other 
places the main line was practically destroyed 
and had become a part of No Man’s Land. For 
nearly a week iho Austrians had clung oi\ to 
their advanced trenches in the Brestovica valley 
when the high ground north and south of 
thorn hatl been occupied by the Italians. They 
were only there on sufferance, and a sudden 
move of the Italians flattened the salient, and 
took t he line forward some distance towards t h(‘ 
Kappa system. The enemy gave ground with 
great reluctance, making good use of the doline 
between the trench lines, and being well sup- 
ported by their artillery. But they lost a good 
many prisoners and a number of maclnne-guris. 



AUSTRIAN SOLDIERS CARRYING A WOUNDED COMRADE ON A RIFLE. 
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DUINO AND TRIESTE FROM THE ITALIAN POSITIONS ON MONTE HERMADA 


Hy the md of August t*lio (uvlcr wils gixeu to 
“ syst(‘nint ize " tlx* line, t hough t he 2*{nl 

< ’()r])s in part icular and the troojis n<‘ar Mt‘d(‘a//.M. 
and San (hoxanni wen* ut*ll plae<*d for a further 
adv ance. A good man;N' <»t their guns had been 
s(*nl north to in<‘rea.s<* the w<‘ight of tiro on what 
had conu* to la*, for the luoiuent , the most 
im[)ortant s«*ctor of the front. 'PIh' T hird Army 
had tf» stop in order to let the Second Army 
go on. No doubt the enemy la*eame awan* of 
the movcni(*nt of gims to the north, but it is 
])robabl<^ that his <*ounter-at tiwk would have 
come in amy eaise. It wais <j<‘hvyed imtil the 
action of tJie Second Army was l()cali/.<‘d round 
Sa.n (hdariele, amd before that time then* wais 
}u*ai\’y fighting eaist of (Joriziai, wh<*r«* Itailiam 
aUtaeks neair tha* cemeta^ry amd aigainst Sam 
Maireo gaiined av little ground, but alid not maka* 
avny reail impn'ssion on the situaition. 'Plm 
en(*iny artillery in this s(*ctor laid ba*a*n a*onsider- 
aibly strengt heiu'd, aiud the Itailiams haid no 
superiority in guntin^ between San Damiele aviul 
the LairsQ. When this effort had died awvavy, 
amd all eyes were turned upora Sam (Jaibria’Ie, th<* 
Austriains threw in their counter ait tavk aigaiinst 
the Third Army 

The blow came on Septa^mber 4, and ait the 
ciid of* a daiy's heavy fight ing the enemy hiwl 
gained no advamtage ait aill. In two sectors of 
the front, between Kostanjeviea aind tha* sea, 
1 h» began well. between Kcastanjevica aind 


Korita* tie* lirst rush drova* tla* Itailiams bai'*k foi 
SOUK* distamei*. For ai h'ng t im<* t h<*ra* \\ ais gi\'a*- 
amd-taika* lighting, but ait the a*nd of tlx* alaiv tlx* 
Itailiam liix* wais eompla*t<‘ly n*-a‘stail)lislx‘<l. ddx* 
Austriam l«*fl off \vlx*n* lx* begam. Oia tlx^ foot 
hills of tlx* lla*rmaKlai lx* won am initiail sai(*c<‘ss 
in tlx* morning, biat in tlx* aifternoon am Itailiam 
<*<»unta*r-aiMax*k r<‘gjwiiae<l aill tlx* lost giouixl. 
'rix'ia* wa*n* praiet ieailly no tn*n(*lx*s l'‘ft in this 
’'S(*ctor, <*\e«*[)t tlx* soutlx'rn a*rxl of tha* Floaadair- 
Daiino liaie, which faic<*al tlx* Itailiams’ right wing, 
aiiaal which they haul ix*\(*r |>aiss«*d. Ora tlx* 
rocky foothills it veats o(M*n f igniting. |{<*twf*cn 

Korit<* aiixl tha* l>ra*stovicai vailla*y tlx' Austriains 
maid<» lao impn‘ssia)n ait aill, though tlx'V <lid not 
giv<* in f«)r two daiys, Th'*ir a*hi'‘f cffoi-t wais 
aigaiiiisi this s<*ctor, amd they coulal not S(*t toot 
eva’ii in tlx* nxast aidvamca'al Itailiam posts. 'rix*ii 
storming columns w«*ra* sw'a*pt aiwaiy b\' tlx* 
au*<*uraite work of 1 1 x^ Itailiams w ith gun. maichiuv* 
gun amcl bomb. 4’lx* first. thr<*<* ait t aicks - t hcia- 
w'ei*<* s(avt>n in aill — -got W'ithin bombing distamcc 
but tlx* oth *r four wa'n* brok(*n up by airtillery 
fire ba*f<ar(Olx*y caaaihl pro[>crIy da*v**h)p. It wai-; 
v»*ryluiral poutxling. d’ht* Aust riams show (*d t hi. 
most stubborn vailour, but tlx*y w(*r(* nvd wuth ai 
n*sistauiee which maide it us(*less. On ona* short 
sector aaf tlx^ front , w lx^ra^ am <*nfin* reginn^nt wm> 
sent in aigaiinst am Itailiam baittailion, the (h*- 
fenders WM*nt out to nx*et tlx* aittau-k with 
machine-guns, w hich tlx;y hiil so ais to eomiujuxl 








A BRIEF HALT. 


th(* Hpproachos to tli<Mr line. At one point (li<^ 
neanist Austrian was within live yards’ distance 
whi^n the inachiiK'-mins opened, d’he attackers 
went <lown lik<i a row of ninepins, and tlu* corpst's 
lay in swatlics. N(‘arly all this resiTnent was 
destroyed, and <h<‘ battalion which repulsed its 
atUwk had only a slij^lit casualty list. 

In the work of breaking up tlio enemy 
<*ounter-atta<‘ks a liritisli ^ronp «»f six-iiicli 
howitz<Ts perfornuMl very us(‘ful service and 
received the sp(H*ial thanks of thi‘ Italian 
command. Tliis was not the first or last time 
that the British gunners with the Third Army 
w('re specially commciKh'd for their services. 
On many occasions they earned 1 h<' warm 
appre(‘iation of tho.se wdio cominande<l tlieiu 
and those who worked witli tlii'in, and the 
tribute to their skill and devotion which was 
given so frequently and so ungrudgingly spoke 
well both for Italiaiis and Knglislimen. Our 
pi^rfurmancc^s were w^orthy of recognition, but 
it is seldom that recognition is given so freely. 
'Phe entire absence of professional jealousy in 
the. Italian Army was very remarkable. 

Oi\ the Oarso itself the Austrian counterblows 
had no tdTeet w’hatso(>v(>r. On the foothills of 
Hermada they W4‘n‘ mon‘ fortunate*. The 
fighting on the morning of September fi ended 
as it had done the previous morning the 
Italians being driv4*n down to Flondar and 
Lokavjve, an«l losing San (Jiovanni di Duino. 
.The gt'neral eomnuviuling this sector was pre- 


pared to ndake the lost positions in the aftei*- 
noon, as on September •!, but the ordtu* cam<* 
from Army H<‘a(l(|uarters to a<*cej)t the position 
for the time being. The Austrian coinmnauines 
inad<‘ gr<‘at play with this lueal sneoess and tin 
emuny is certainly <ad;itled to tln^ crislit of 
Jiaving rt‘gaiiU*<l ail the ground lost in the 
sector. On the other hand, tlu^ Italian ( Uaninand 
was probably well advi.scd nol to p4‘r.scvcrc at 
the monu'nt. lCxp(*riencc had shown that the 
[msitions half way up the Hermada wen* 
entirely tmsuitahic for defence, and perhaps it 
may Ix' said tliat even experience was not 
iH*c<*.s.sarv to this eonchision. The lie of the 
ground was elcar indieation of lh(. fa<*t. Th(^ 
line w'hieh the Italians had twice gained and 
twic*<‘ lost w’tis only fit to h4^ used as a stepping- 
stone a further advance. In May the hof)0 of 
ihet advance had to bo given up for lack ot 
munitions. In August the lin.^ had been re^K'hed 
as a re.'^iilt of the initial pressure, but the coiir.s<* 
of the battle had taken the main effort el.sewdiere. 
No real push was made against (he Hermada. 
It was tlni inteiitiou of the Italian command to 
attack the Hermada in earnout, when the Second 
Army had finished its work. 

On September 8 ( JeneraiT’adorna announced 
that the number of prisemers taken during the 
ofYen.sive was 30,071, including 8.58 ofTieeVs, and 
tw'«> days later a list of eaplured war material 
w’ 41 hS published, wdth the re.serva1ion that the 
etiunt of tlie booty was not compkde. The list 
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rea(l : — 145 giiii8, including about 80 of large 
or medium calibre, 94 tn'iich mortars and min 
throwers, 322 machine-guns, 11,190 rifles. 
Among the heavy guns were two 12-inch 
howitzers with their tractors, which were left 
undamaged on the Bainsizztv. These and many 
other guns had already biM‘n turned ^\gainst the 
enemy. The ofTensive of the Si^cond Army was 
now practically over. Before Soptoiubor came 
to an eiul there were two successful local actions 
on the part of the Italians, which resulted in the 
capture of over 2,000 prisoiuTs and the occupa- 
tion of useful positions, but the great effort was 
finished. 

The first of these actions was on SepU'inber 28, 
when the Italians made a surprise at.ta(‘k upon 
the Austrian lines on the Hank of tlie V^*liki 
ridge of San (labriele. After the first surprise 
the Austrians reacted at once, aiifl for two days 
endeavoured to win baek their lost, positions, 
'fhey failed altogetlw'r, and lost lu^avily. The 
s<‘cond iK-t ion, on St'pt(*mht‘r 29, was t>n the 
soutJi-east(‘rn conuu* of th<‘ Mainsizza plateau, 
and its original aim was a meni ns-t ideation of 
the line. But it Ix'gan'so well that it. was foun<l 
possible to do more than had Immui intended, 
'riie preliminary bombardment was short, but 
very intense, and the Italian infantry we..s very 
<iuick off tlu^ mark. A eompany of storming 
troops quit<^ iipset the <meiny’s (Xjuilibrium, so 
that d(‘ta<'hmeiits from the \'eniee and Tortona 


brigades which followed tliem overran the 
Austrian posit ions, and mah^ short work of tUl 
attempts at resistances. A good many of the 
enemy were killed on the spot, and otlu'rs who 
fell back down the slopt's to the Chinpovano 
vall<‘y came nn(h*r heavy artillery fin*, and suf- 
fereel consideTahlts loss. Tlus positions take'ii 
were important., and the Austrians madts sevesral 
gallant etlorts to win them baek. 'Plus only 
effect of these was to ahl largely to their lossess. 
Ktfeetive artilkay fire caught tins advancing 
troops, and tins machine-guns did tlu' nsst. Tlu) 
Aust rian prisoners, sona' 1,500 in number, wito 
mostly Boles anil Kiit.henians win) had reisenlly 
arriv'd! from (laliina, luid iiad Ix'en s«snt to M»o 
Bainsizza after 4‘ight terrible days on Se.n 
(fahriele. 'They W4‘n‘ <l<»g-f in‘(l and v<‘ry much 
ii|)sef hy the kind of \var*fan‘ uif li which f Ixsy had 
sutldisiily been brought, in contact. They lm.d 
‘•ome from w»‘ll-miMfi*, comfortable frenclx's, 
where they lounged all <lay and sN'pf, all night . 
'Phtsy had almost forgotf'en whaf figliting we.s 
like until San (iabnisle showed them. "Plied* 
<*orner on tlx‘ Bainsizza promised a eiiaucis of 
rt'st till a sudden whirlwind of gunfire smashed 
up t heir riX'ky t reiiclx's and shook their nerves 
juiew. \Vli(‘n th(^ waves of Italian infantry 
wi'n^ flung at them th(‘y W4‘re brought to 
breakmg-point. 

On S4*pt4‘mlxu* 10 Lon I Derby, British S<‘(‘re» 

I ary of Stat.i^ for Wa?*, nrriv'ed at. Italian Head 



PREPARING A MACHINE-GU.N EMPLACEMENT ON THE CARSO. 




ITALIAN SOLDIERS RBPAIRINU A BOMB-PROOF SHELTER AFTER BOMBARDMENT. 
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quarters. Ho was accoinpaniod by Generals 
Macrotuly and Maurice, and the party spent Hve 
days on the front. As in the case of most other 
visitors to the Italian “ zone of operations,” 
what they saw was a revelation— a rev«‘lation 
of dilliculties not liitherto understood and of 
effort and accomplishment not fully appreciated. 
Perhaps an t^arlior and a longer visit might have 
boon fruitful of important results for tlio Allied 
cause. Perhaps it might havo induced a mure 
favourable consideration of the suggestion that 
the Austrian front offered the chance of a great 


terios of medium guns, with an ample supply of 
shells, would have led to markedly blotter 
results. A great stride forward had bot'ii taken, 
but at two important points it had impos- 

sible to make the effort that the situation dc- 
mandt'd. The threat to Tolmino and it s bridge - 
head remained a threat, and the Austrians had 
been able, by an immense effort, to cheek the 
movement w'hieh had for its aim the turning of 
their positions ('ast of Gorizia. The fact that 
the Austrian lino north and south of the Bain- 
sizza still hold firm detracted from the value of 



TRANSPORT OF MUNITIONS BY OX-GART. 


military and political succt'ss, if <uily the weiglit 
of the attacking force could be increased, lii 
any event, the visit did do something to bring 
home to Italy’s allies the comparative shortage 
of artillery upon the Italian front. It was as a 
result of roprosentations alniady made anil now 
confirmed that a considerable reinforcement of 
French artilkuy (26 batteries of medium calibre 
guns) was hastily dispatched to the Italian 
front. 

The more important part of the second big 
offensive planned by General Cadorna in 1917 
had already come to an end, and it was very 
dear to those who watched it that 40 or 50 bat- 


the ItjUian ailvancc upon the plateau. Indeed, 
till) ci^ntre of the Italian Second Army was now 
too far forwanl in relation to its wings, and the 
left of the centre in particular was not oven* wi*ll 
placed, assuming that a halt had to bo called. 
The Austrian bri(lg<‘lM‘iMl at Tolinin<3 and the 
Lorn plateau placed llm Italians at a disad- 
vantage in view of tJie cours<i of the Isonzo and 
tlio relative poorness of their communications. 
The actual lino fonned ordy a slight proji'ction, 
but owing to tJie lie of t he ground it luvl the dis- 
advantages of a much d(S‘per salient. 

Once more tin' fruits of ji big victory coid«l 
not be gathered. But once more the Italian 
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s(>Mi<T liad won groat honour for tho Army to 
which ho bolorigcul. fii ttio crossing of t!io 
Isonzo, tho breaking of tlw^ Austrian lines (*ast of 
tlio river, and tho open fighting on tho Jiain- 
sizza, ho had shown sploiidid dash and resolution, 
and a gn^at capacity for bearing wt^arinoss and 
hardship. On San (iJabriek^ the i)ersonal test 
was even more sc^vere*. Tho desperate struggle 
on that })af f (‘r(Ml hill, under an artillery fire that 
hjul not hitherto been equalled for prolonged 
intensif y, against an enemy who fought with the 


to follow up tho advance of tha Second Army 
by an attack in force upon tho Hermada, and by 
a further (effort near Tolmino. Preparations 
wew^ w’oll advan(?od towards this second phase 
when lio decided that ho could not afford to make 
t h<3 attempt. Enemy troops wore coining west - 
ward from tho Russian front in increasing 
numbers, and ho had a much stronger force to 
cope witli, both in men tuid guns, than had bocui 
allowed for when his plans were first made. His 
own casualty list for th<^ summer hful been very 



[Italian official photograph. 

A CAPTURED AUSTRIAN SEAPLANE. 


most stubborn valour, compi'lled an awestruck 
aidmiration for t h(* men who attack(*d and ln‘hl 
in such coiulitions. 

M"lu‘ Italian losses were, naturally, very heavy. 
Including about 10,000 prist^ners, th(' bulk of 
them taken in the uncertain fights whi<’h swayed 
backwards an<l forwards betweefi San (labrielo 
and the sea, they totalled 155,000 men. The 
Austrians lost ov('r .‘M,000 prisoiu^rs, l^nd their 
kilhsi and wounded ct'rtainly oxc(HHh*d 100,000. 
In this second off’ensivt' the Italian casualties 
won' consi<lerably less than in the May and June 
lighting. 'Phi' Austrians, on the other hand, 
h>st still morti heavily than in the previous 
battle, the counter-attacks on San Cabriele and 
near Selo ef)sting them very dear. 

It was part of Ceneral (\vlorna’s original plan 


heavy. Thitweon thf> tw’o offt‘nsives on th.* 
Julian front and the action in the Asiago High- 
lands tlu^ ItaliaTi losses, killed, wounchMl, and 
missing, had reacheil over 350,000. The 
.-\rmi«*.s had b(ep further weak(‘n<Ml by much 
si<‘kness. The Second Army, in particular, had 
suffered heavily from an intestinal disease which 
luwl been \'epy prevalent in the Natisone and 
Judrio valU\vs, while thiTe had been a good deal 
of malaria in the marshy ground near Mon- 
falcon \ A severe type of iaundic4? had also 
made its appearance in certain sectors of the 
front. Altogether the casualties for the sum- 
mer, including sickness, amounted to mofe than 
700,000. Taking into account his own losse.s 
and the fact that tlie enemy was now able to 
dniw fn^^ly upon the Eastern front for reserves. 
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rjorKTiil ciilcMiIjil rd tint li<‘ not Htrok<‘, jiinl ho Iwul to <*()t»sidor fh(‘ l)cs( nf 

Jiopo for <J<‘cisiv<.i sn( cos--. No - could lie inc(‘tiiig it. If lie at f I uiid muricd ^^roinid 

hope to iiit. so mini iis I o do Hway wit li I Jic! possi- Jm^ would h.ivo to fn.ee the coiiritci* at tuck m 
hilit-y of ail oiiciny coMiitcr-strok(‘. 'Then* \\n,s iinprrpunMl j)ositi<»iis and with an n.nn\ still 

already evi<lencf^ of pro para, t ion f<ir such a. fnrllu-r wca.lsen('(l l>\' tin hra.\i'‘i- losses which 
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tn!l to tho olTensivo. 'J'licn' was tho rtddtul fiwt 
that tlio r( 5 C()iit h»uivy tuiKimltios luwl moant tlio 
filling u|) of many units with dniits troni Mn* 
d(‘[K)ts whicli won? hardy lit as y;*t for tho 
troinondons to'^t <jf a hig batt lo. I ho arguiuont 
tias lM?on nsod that tho host way to inoi‘t th<‘ 
ononiy ononsivc; wa.s to nritioipatf? it. I lioro iN 
iniicli to l)(‘ said for tho thoory, and in praotioo 
it lias ofton workod, hut in t his oaso th<? spi^dal 
oironinstanoos which havo i)o(?ii indioatod all 
woiglasl against its application. l*orha[»s the 
crowning factor in ( Jcncral (’adorna's decision 
to abandon further offonsivo action was his 
conviction that Russia would soon h«‘ out of the 
war ailtogothor.und that in t lie s|)ring ho would 
havo to h(? prepared for a higg(*r clYort tlian any 
hithert<J inadi*. 

As a result of (hincnd t^wlorini's change of 
phwi, which was announo<Ml to tlie Allies towau'cU 
the end of S(‘ptoinhor, tho Kn?nch guns which 
lawl hoiMi H(‘nl to Italy w(‘rc withdrawn Indore 
most of thcMu had rcau*hcd the s<‘ctor Jissignod 
to them. Klovonof llicsi\t<'(‘n Rritish batteries 
w(?ro also willalrawn. I’lu'n' was an untortu- 
nate misunderstanding m regard to (Jenoral 
(’adorna's change of jilan and its communica- 
tion to tho Allies, which (‘inphasizcd the draw- 


})aclvs, if further emphasis wen? needed, of the 
absence of a central War C^juncil. 

Tt may be that if a permanent Allied War 
Council had been appointed in the winter of 
M)l(i-!7 the coursf? of the lighting in the summer 
<if 1917 would not have btion altered, [t may 
be that the claims of the Western PVont (in the 
limited sense of t he term) would have prevailed 
ov«?r the arguments of those who believed that 
the Italian front offered a givnt chance to an 
.Allied offensive. 'Pho reasons against making 
the Italian front the scene of a great unil(‘(l 
effort wen- c<*rtainly persuasive. They ha\»? 
been indical<?d shortly in Chapti?r (!Ck\XI. On 
th«? otluT hand, it is diflicull to av'^oid the con- 
i lusion that a permanent Alliiul Council niighi 
hav<‘ brought about a differont view of the 
general pn.siti<m. Such a Council, sitting (?on 
1 inuously. might luu'c r(‘ali/ed sooner that events 
in Ru.ssia wt‘ri» swinging thi? balance against 
us and called for an inimediati? and thorough 
review of tlu? plans which had bi'on iiuyle at an 
earlier date?. Sucli a (kaincil might even have 
(picstioiu'd the overworlu'd theory that time 
was inevitably on the side of tlu‘ Allies, and 
come to llu? conclusion that time is on the sidi* 
of t hose wlio will use it- 
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THE SHIPPING PROBLEM (II.). 

'I'hk Hritisu Shii'PTNg Situation in nH7 ■ Lossks and Xkw ( 'onstiii ( tion ^:Go^oM^ ok 
Available Tonnage- The W’ouF': of the Ministry ok Smifimnt; An Important Law (As - 
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Shtpbcildlng — Pcblk’ATion ok Figcres l*i)BLiciTv (‘ampaign —Appeals to the Shipyards - 
Standardization Kabrk’ation— The Task ok the \’ards. 


A n oftrlier chaptor (Vol. XT., (Miaptor 
(’IjXIX.) (Icscri !')♦•< I Uu* dilatory and 
iiiad(‘(|iia.to attciiipls sshicli wpi'p 
inado to sol VP th(‘ Rritisli shippinj.^ 
probl(‘iii dnriIl^^ llir first two and a half 
yoars of tlip war, and tin* accoind olosiul with 
the ixMiiark that early in lfM7 the problem was 
being closely taekhvl in a way that bad ncYcr 
been att(*mpted bpfore. .Measures were In it ig 
jwt i\ely adofited to ensure that inori! eflieirnt 
and (‘I’feetiYe use was made of the tonnage* 
aYailable for naeal, military and eommereial 
purposes. 

It was well that- tin* ncce'ssaTV aduiiiiistratix «• 
injiebin(*ry liad at last Ih'fu devised, tor as liiiM* 
passed the in*eessity for jnittiiig e*\’<Ty t<»n <'f 
shipping to the* liest peissible use* he’eame* ever 
more imperative. In tlie* fii’st twei years eef t be* 
W’.'ir miieb bad h(*eii liearel e)f the hirge* profits 
enrnc'd by some* sliijieiw Me*r’s, auel the* f»ut<*i*y 
against, these preifits lbre*w' t!ie* maiii fenturi's 
of the shipping jiroblein eeut ref jie rspeetive*. 
Tn spite of tlie* fact Dial many e»wn(*ry eoulel 
show’ tliat in varieais pe*rieids be-fon* tin* war 
their earnings wore ve^ry nu agre, seeme e)f the* 
preefits realized in the earlier jxiireel e)f tin* war 
were obviously nnmr*rited. The situatiren was 
bound to eausee criticism and ill-fe'cling As the 
war prdgressed it beeame ajiparent to cveryrbH* 
who gave any thought to tlie suhjtvt that high 
freights were not the disease its(*lf frrjin which 
Vol. XV.— Pan 195 


tbr* natieen was sulfeTing, hut m(*r(*ly the* 
symptoms. Pre*ights hael risem he'canse* eef the* 
eoiiifM*! itieeii among (raele*rs feer t he* ('Vi'r-de*e*hning 
sii|)ply of tonnage*. 'Phis wasting eef the* leinnage* 
resoure*es eef the* «*ountry, lereeught aheeut mainly 
by the e‘ne‘my's unpie*e*(*dent(‘tl siilemai'inee 
warhue*, was the- re*al elise use. But the puhhV, 
w'liie*h lieai'el that fr' iglits hail rise*n te» pre*pees- 
le‘rous le*vels, ee>ne'luel('d llud. in spilee of such 
<*\ee*ss preefit taxatieen as was impose‘d, ship 
‘eewners Mere* “ pre)lite*e*rs ” eef the* l)iisi‘st kiuel, 
anel were* almeest tlie* cu(*mie*s eef tin* pe*np|»>. 
The* positieeii wiis re*ally sce*ii in its true* p«*rspce 
live* at the* «*uei eef 1917. Prne*l ie*ally t In* wlnelc 
of British .'^hipping was the*u re*ejuisit ieem*e| n* 
fern* feerm eer allot he*r ley the State*, arni tin* 
uneve'iin lit eef all Bi'itisli teeiiiuige* was. dire*e*te-d 
ley the* Ministry eef Shi|)|eing sie as tee gi*t th'* 
utmeest se*rvir*e* eeut eef the* teennage* for th** 
Ahie'el e-enise*. It is ne‘e*e*s.sary tee u.’.e tin* te*rm 
AIhe*d," feer Ihitish shipping hael lef*i*u p(ae*'*(I, 
to a eeerisiderihle e*xte*nt, at the* se*r\iee* eef (he -at. 
Ih’itairrs partn<‘i's in tin* w»ir N'e*t, while 
British shipping weis ,sre dire-e-te'd. auel sdl preefits 
abeeve* tin* r('v(uisitieene*d rede's of hire* Wt-ne 
being 1ake*n by the State, rate's eef fie*ight w(*ri* 
a'lvHiieed tee le ve*ls tee whie*li shipr)V\ in’-rs, if 
tln*y hael bee*n eternlueling thear* busine*sses fju 
orrlinary lines irrstr-ael eef weeiking tln*m feer the 
State, w’ould in*ver liave felt justified in raising 
Ihein. It is true that tin* wages ref tin* erevv.s 
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wort' arlvanord vi ry considerably, n?n! all 4>thi*r 
working costs tciifl(‘d to rise, but it was uiulcr- 
stood that (-veil at'tia’ making' all due allovvaiict* 
for tb(5Hc, V(Ty substantial aiuount-s remained 
to the credit of tla^ State as tbe result of lh<‘ 
\oyai^es. Tbe public could afford to pay high 
freights, luit it stjffcred sevendy from the lack 
of tonnat^c to brin^ supplies of ffaxLstuffs a?id 
other essential commodities. It was this 
inadcfjuatt? sup[)ly t>f 1<»nnage whicJi was 
r<\'-]»oiiHibl(5 for sucli restrictions on food coii- 
sunijition as had to b(^ jmj>os(‘d in 11)17. Tlie 
tact was that Chvat iJritain had been in the 
habit of importing the bulk of ht^r foodstuffs 
in the y<‘ars of peace, and this situation ccaikl 
not sud<lcnly be rever’sed u hen tlie enemy 
instituted Ilia submarine war. VN’liether it was 
the lack of imporlt*d f(x*ding-sl uffs for honu** 
grown cattle or the serious diminution of siiclj 
i\n article of consumption as sugar in tJie 
dietary of tiu. [X'ople, it was all a (past ion of 
shipping. was pUaity of wlu'at and meat, 

for instance, in Australia and New Zealand, 
but lack ot tonnage effectually t)rcvented its 
being brought to lOnglatid. 


For far too long Biiti.'-h slapping wa.s regarded 
as a kind of inexhaustible widow’s cruse. The 
public had a vague idea that it consisted at tla^ 
outbreak of war of many million tons, and that 
while it w^as incunveni('nt that the enemy 
should go on sinking a number of fine ships, 
no serioiLS imprijssion could be made on (jlreat 
Britain’s maritime resources. Certain vital 
facts were overlookfxl. One w^as that the 
number of ocean-going vesstds was strictly 
limittxj, and the supjily of vessels of large sizo 
and good spiked much more so. Another was 
that something lik(» half the total amount of 
tonnage was definitely allocated for the service 
of the fighting forces, the Allies and th(i 
Dominions Ovtuseas. As .vessels which were 
sunk while employed in these servici^s had at 
all costs to })e rcjilaced, the losses fell upon the 
tonnage in the service of Iho eivilian populathai 
As this tonnage decliiuid, the same amount of 
shipping sunk re))resented a larger proportion 
of the total available, and the difficulty of 
providing the shii)ping for essential require- 
ments of th(' nation gradually became mon* 
and m(»re t(»rmida})lc, Th(* importatioii of 
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Miiiiiy '’sillrd luxuries iiM.ii Ihm’Ii proliibifi’i I '»r 
resl I'icted, so tiiat loss<'s of touiia^c' in I1M7 
meant. reducMMl iinports of what ^^(•r(^ retzarded 
as <‘sseiitial eomniodit i(\s. 

d }jat- l h(! liniil at ions of t he .Mi’reaiit ile 
.Maiiiie had not Ix'en a jipreeia.ted Mas shown 
hy th(^ \'ery serious reduel ion in shijihuildiiii:: 
output, ddiis was due, of <*ou?se, to tin* niany 
elanns upon man power and mateii;d. 
men had left, tli(‘ shipyar<ls und<*r tin* o|<i 
\'ohinteer system of n'eruitin^. wlio, as tine* 
showed, wen* badly wanted in the ship\ard.s. 
and others had ^.^one into tlx* munition l'a<*tories. 
'rhe munition factories had also for a, Ion;/ tine* 
the first elaii)) upon the sliel. Tn a. normal 
year the prodiietion of toiuan/e in (Jreat 
Ihitain \vas about 2,()00,tH)() tons ; 2 ross -in 1*)|.’*. 
it naelied tlu (‘(jui valent of 2,280,1)0(1 tons. 
During tht^ whole of 1015 only (>50,000 tons 
of merehant. ship}>int/ were ])rodneod in tie* 
riiited Kingdom, arel only 511,000 tons wire 
turned ont in 1016. Yet 1,1(M),000 tons were 
lost by enemy action and marine risks in i{)|5, 
and in 1016 the losses, at about 1,^08,000 tons. 
wt*re nearly threi* tim(*s tlie output. Sir 
•losepli Maelay, when appointe<l Shitiping (’on- 
I roller, saw the imperatne necessity of »iiek*r 


laUifig a Ia»*g*' shiphuiidiim pF'ograimne. Sliip- 
owners were not in a. position to place ordets 
t hemseiv(*s, partly because they (*ould never* 
adeijuately aiKariee their claims ajj^ainst. Miove 
ol t he Admiralty, w hose demauds on t he |)?*ivate 
shipyards of thi’ eountry wej’i- naturally ^ery 
ureal. .Vo pi’i\at(‘ persons could c.omt)ete ’ 
with the ( Jov(‘i*mnent for* rncrt am I materia!. .\ 
furl hi r reason was that ♦he\' were riol in t h' 
s.-mie positron as a. ( lox crnment. I )epartineiit 
lo come, to terms with the builders. 'Idle 
adojition of a State pro^'ranmie was na.tur*ally 
not entirely apt)ro\'(*d of hv* owners, who 
regarded the faiilding of a, State .AI(‘r(*ant lie 
Marine as lhreatc*ning I hi future of private 
interprise; but in the i ireumst anees it v e •’ 
una\’oidable. Sir doseph ^Maelay called to his 
assistance a committee of huildei*s, and undi i* 
their auspices plans for a hirge programme of 
cargo tonnage took shape, ddie (a)nt !*ol|er* 
and liis eomrnittci* .leeided upon t hf> eon - 
struetion of ships of standaiir models, se\'cnd 
types Ireing settled upon. Staudardi/.al ion 
had been strongly aiKoeated in the Pi*ess, 
and, while Ihere vvi’i'c those who eritir*i/.id it, 
the method had for its chief object ra[)id eon- 
.'»truefion, the etTcels of which would only be 
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fully shown after the existing plant had been 
adapted. The view of the Ministry of 8hii)pirig 
t})at construction must be expedited was 
strongly supporbid by tfie events in the first 
and second quarters of 1917. In tlic* first 
(|uart(‘r of 19 lo tJi(‘ losses of Britisli tonnage 
uinount('d to nearly 219, 000 tons ; in the 
third (|uarU*r of that y(uir the total was raised 
to nearly 357,000 tons ; and in the last (juarter 
it h'll hack to 307.000 tons. '^PIkto was no 
markc'd incrtaise in tlie losses until the fourth 
(juarter of 1910, when the amount of British 
t(»iinag<' lost advanced to t)17,000 tons. In tlu^ 
first quarter of 1917 tlu‘ total jninped up to 
neariy 912,000 tons, aial in the second <jua!t<*r 


to nearly I,302,0tl0 tons, the losses due to 
submarine action reaching the highest total in 
April. They subsequently f(‘ll back, as is 
shown in the following table, extracted from 
a stat«‘ment issued by the War Cabinet in 
March, 1918. 

United Kingdom and W'orld’s merelaint 
tonnage lost through enemy acti(ai ami marin<^ 


risks in 1917 ; 

(t 


Total for 

Pt*rio(i. 

British. 

Foreign. 

VVorlil. 

First Quarter 

011,810 

707, 511:1 

l,619,:i7:i 

Socoiul Quart»T 

l,:ir> 1,870 

875.004 

2,2:io,9;i4 

'riiird QiiaiMar 

0r)2,0.‘}8 

541, 5.15 

1 , 494 , 47:1 

Fourth Quarter .. 

782.880 

480.954 

1,272,81.1 

for year .. 

. t.ooo.urn 

2,011,080 

0,02:1.02:1 
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Witli losses on sueli a scale il was not to be 
womlercfl at that tiu' shippin^r aiitluu-ilies saw 
the necessity of hurrying on const nictiiai by 
every possible means, but (bey, by themselves, 
could not take all tin* necessary steps for in- 
creasing (bo rate of output, espi'cially as tb(‘ call 
on man pow(*r was insistent fn)iu various 
(|im.rteis. TIk' construction of mercantile ton- 
nage was, however, only part of the ])robU*ni 
with which the authorities had to deal in 
tiickling tlie submarine menace, 'riieir main 
concern was with the net amount (»f t^amage 
available. 'JMiis amount couM b»‘ prf'scrvtsl 
by curbing the enemy’s elTorts, namely, by 
destroying his submarines, preventing their 
movements in and out of tlaar nests, by safe - 
guarding tonnage while afloat, or by building 
sliips to replace what was lost. 'Jdu‘ first part 
of the problem was mainly tlie task of the 
Navy, and to carry out tlic'sc? purposes tin* 
Navy retpiired a large output of warsJiips nf 
different typers. Anotluu* phase of the same 
j)roblem was fh(‘ importanc(‘ of imi>roving the 
facilities for tla* repairing of damaged ships, 
since it was a far ea.sicr task to mak(< s<*a\vorthy 
again sliips which had berai attacked by the 
enemy and had rc‘ached port crip[>led than to 
build tonnage. 'Fhe building and repairing 
of warships and of nurcantile vessels was 
therefore really part of the same problem, aial 
it was realization of this which prompted tlie 
subsequent transfer of responsibility for mer- 
chant tonnage construction from the .Ministiy 
of Shipping to th(‘ Admiralty. 

It will now be desirable to n'vit'W briefly the 
work t)f Mie 3Jinistry f>f Shipiiing. At fir^t Sir 
tl(»scph Maclay had quarters at tla*. Admiralty, 
hi I (, at the end of Kehri lary 1017 the M inisf ry of 
Shipping moved into new fpiartiTs in a huilding 
recently ereeteil in St. James’s Park. 'Plu* Trans- 
port Department, formerly under tlic Admiralty, 
was then incorporated in the Ministry of 
Shipping: but it was pointtul out tliat the 
Admiralty would eontinue to exercise control 
through the Director of Transports and Ship- 
ping as regards essential naval work, the term 
“naval” being interpreted as ineluding tla* 
transport of troops and sueli military servic*cs 
as formed an integral part of joint naval an<l 
military policy. Mr. (Jraeiiie Thomson, (Mb, 
who had been C’hief of the J’ransport Depart - 
mfent of tho Admiralty, was appointed chief 
executiVe officer of tho Ministry of Shipping 
with the title of Director of Transports and 


Shipping. J’he Cjintrol (’ommit tec, over which 
under the previous rv/fltnf J^ord (’urzuu had 
pn^sidetl, became the Shipping (’ontruiler's 
(’oinmittee, under the ('hairmaiislup of Sir 
Jo.seph .Maelay. Tho memla'rs <‘onsisted of 



[Nufis 

SIR ALAN GARRF/n ANDRRSON, 
Admiralty Controller. 


wards Sir K. W’. Lewis, Hart.) and Sir Kenneth 
Aialcrsoii, .\ large iiumhcr of sliip- 

owners joined the Ministry in an advisory 
eapaeity, notably Sir Percy Hati’s, Sir Lionel 
Kleleher end .Mr. P. \\’ Lund. 

Hy till* end of IfllT the great hulk of purely 
cargo tonnage IdmI Immsi r(*(|msit ioned. (’ontrol 
ha<l been e\4*reised over SU per cent, of the 
eargf) in tin* North At hint ie trade, and a 
reciuisit ioning had long l)e<‘n arranged, at the 
instigation of owners themselves, of jiH the 
refrigenited spe-r'c. in all the insulated steamers. 
This .schenu* had hei‘n found to work witliouli 
a hitc*h aiwl to ensiin*, ji.s a eoiis(‘queiiee. that, 
tin* utmost use was made of the rcfrigeratcMl 
space. The great feature of the work of the 
Ministry ot Shipping in MM 7 was a scheme for 
dealing systematically with the <'mploym(*nt of 
liners. It prf>vidcd that all the vcs.scis 
should he n*(|uisitioned hy tin* State at what 
were kraavn as Hhic-hriok rates, that the ship.s 
should einployiHl in any trader where tlna’r 
itbrvices were iiio.st required, that tim owner 
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gliould plnco their organizations at home and 
('abroad at the disposal of tlu< (lovernment , and 
that all profits ov'or and above? tli(* (Government 
Jihj(*-book rate's she)nlel ^e) tej tlie? State?. Karly 
ill Mare-li a be'j^inninK with the? ne‘\v me^theiel was 
inaele with ve‘sse*ls in the' Aiistnilian anel Xe*w 
Ziealanel traeles, than whie*h neme* preiliably, 
even under tlie? syst(*m tlu'u evistin/j^, we‘re 
heitte-r e)r)^Miii/eel eir me>re*^ en)Ue»mie*ally e'ln- 
ploye*el. Witiiin a fe'w elays tlie e-eintreil was 
e*xU‘nele‘e| lei the' l'].Lste‘rn anel Kar Kastea'ii 
s(?r\'ie'es, anel (lie*n tei the Senilli an‘l Kast 
Afrie-an, Seinth Ame‘rie*H.n, and finally Ne»rth 
Amenie-an trade's, until e\e*ry line servicM* 
was breeii^ht. nneh'i* the iu?w syst^'m. The' 
(‘labeiratiein eif the sehe?me‘ inveilveMl mneh 
laheinr anel ne'pit iat ion. ( 'eanniit te‘e*s eif eiwne'rs 
feir e'aeh trade* we're* a.ppe)inti?el, the ehairman eif 
<?aeh e'eimmittec? Ix'intt the re'pre'se'iil at ive? eif 
the? Shipping ( Vait reille'r. 'riie? nneh?rlyinjx ieh'a 
was te) elo away witli all eive'rla.ppinj' e'emse'ejne'nt 
upon any se'mhhiiu'e* eif eeanpe'titiem. 'I’he* 
eommitte?es eif eiwne'rs we?r(‘ te) try to allocate* 
jsueh ve'ss(*ls as Me?re ava.ilahle te> the* l)e*st 
possible se?rvie'e in the^ elittere'iit tiaeh's. W'ith 
this scheme? in e)pe*ratie)n ve?sse?ls e'eailel be? 
diverti'el fre/m the) Ie)n^-elislane*e re/nte's te) the* 


sheirt -distance trade, where tliey conid be used 
best, in the interest eif the nation, irrespective 
of any perse)nal ceaisieleratiejiis of the? owners. 
Jn carrying through this scheme eiwners nn- 
eleinbteelly sae*rificcd much. The liner services 
hael been Imill n{) e)vx?r many years at heav'y 
cost. Connexie)ns hael be^eai built up which, 
nnele*!* the new conelitions, hael re*ally to *be 
a))se)hite*ly or |)ractically elestre)yed. lh'ye)nel 
such pen*se)nal e'e)nside*rations, tJie liners feirmeel 
tlie ce)nne*cting links betwtM*n tlie elitt'eront 
parts e)f the* British Bmpire anel lietween the* 
elilT<*re*nt' parts eif the* hhnpire? and fe)r *ign 
ce)nntrie*s. A se*rions re‘dne*tie)n e)f the? line>r 
se‘rvic.e*s meant he*avy hiss anel elise*e)mfe)rt feu* 
the* inhal)itants of (Gre*at Ih'itain e)ve*rse'as ; lint 
aill t his was re'ally ine?vitable* as one? eif tlie e*tfcets 
of the* war. The' se'he?me? appe*are?el to weirk 
ve?ry satisfactorily, and at the* e*nd e)f the* yeiw 
it e*ame? pre)mine*nt ly be*fe)re* t he* piiblie* by re?ason 
e)f the? jiielgme*nt give*n in the* fame/ns e*as(? eif 
'rile* (Miiiui Mutual Ste*am Navigatiem (Company, 
the he'ael eif which was Mr. Kicharel I). Heill, 
versus Sir .Je)se?ph Mae*lay. Mr. Ifeilt hael 
fallen in with the scheme?, hnt he* hael ele e'.iel(*el tei 
try the qnestiein in (\)iirt Jis to whe'the'r owne?rs’ 
si'rvdce'S ceiulel be re'ejiiisit ieine^el. Mi*. .Inst ico 
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Bailhaoho, who gavo tlm decision, did not 
question tho right of tlin Sliijiping ControlN'i* 
to requisition the ships. He hold, however, 
that the Controller had no right to recpiisition 
tho services of tho owners. llt^ pointed out 
that, tlio scheino liad three «‘sseiitial fea- 
tures : — 

(«) Tho steamers were requisitioned ; 



I" / jWJt’i ' f>hoh grufAi. 

MAJOR-GENERAL COLI.ARU, C B., R.E., 
DIrector-Gencral of Administration, Department 
of Controller-General of Merchant Shipbuildinii. 

{h) 'J'he owners were to work I Ih'Iu exacdly 
as if tliey were still ninning for their own 
account. ; 

{(') They were to run th<‘m, in fu<*t, for the 
Governiuont, accounting to tla^ (iovernnient 
for all ])rofits after deducting workirjg expensevs, 
iiin^ of tiie steauiship, and reiuuncral ion for 
their services. 

'flic Judge pointed out tlial the two last 
itein> were to be settlerl by agreetneiil, or, 
failing agreement^ by arbitration. The scheiia* 
))urported to bo mandatory in all thes«* resj>eefs. 
It was obviously a. scheme which could otdy bi» 
worked as a wliole. Tlu‘ scheme was ultra rlrrs 
in its second essential n'spt'ct. After having 
deliv'(*red judgment, he madi^ t\No observatitais. 
One was that if such a scheme as the Shippirig 
(‘ontroll(*r desired was to be carried out the ser- 
vices of the owner’s must In* obtained by negotia- 
t ion and not by Command. The othf^r w as t hat 
)h‘ was so impressed with tlie advantage ot the 
mauag(Mnent of lines of steamers rcanaining 

I 

wliere possible with tho owners that he trusted 


tliat in the gra\e times (hrounh whi<’h the 
nation was passing owners w<aild fall in of their 
own trc'c will and on reasonable ft'rms with 
such arrangiMueuts as the Sliippinu Controller 
might think in’«*essarv. 

Much dt‘[)ended on the terms of tin* |(‘iler 
written by the Controllta’ to the owners. 
IVesumably if the wording of the letter ha<( 
b<‘en slightly <Iilferent and owners had Ix’en 
asked merely to eontimu’ t«» i‘un the x'essels, 
which was certainly tin* intention, there wouM 
ha,\e been no cause of action. Then followed 
an intei-esting and impoi’tant eorri'spondenee 
in 77a’ 'I'unrs. In t hi' course of a- letter pub- 
lished on \'o\(‘niber 17 Sir .loseph .Macla\’ 
wrote : 

It. Ims iu*\(*r IxM'ti I'liiMiK'd of sii|i|)os(mI l>y iiiN'-'i'll or 
l>y aiixoiu' ill iii\' It iiii iit lliiit llui SImpiuml; t'oii 
Imller had 1h(‘ pnwi'r to r(‘i|iiisii mn imt t>nlv '-hi|M hut 
ihr M'lxires and prolils of lh<> .shipow'iu'rs, and llii-i u'a^ 
torinally slatnl hy (he At(oiin'\ (h'lionil in Coiirl, 





I ’auil\k. 

MR. C. J. O. SANDERS, C.B E., 
Director of Shipbuildln{( Work, Ministry of Ship- 
ping ; Chairman of Conference (Committee of 
Shipbuilding Employers* Federation ; Joint Secre* 
tary of the Admiralty Shipbuilding (kiuncil. 

It has Imm'ii from tin* that tin* linnr 

i'(‘(}uisitioiL -•^•h(‘m^• wii..' on«* which could not he ',ucci*vs.- 
fully workcil without. th<* co-opciat ion and ^ooclwill of 
the j-hipowners t hcneclvi*'.^, whu’h, as I am ylad to 
tc-ilify, lais with M-ry h w cxci'ptions heen <hown in a 
mo-'t. i;cncrf>us manner. 'I’hc sc«ip«‘ and di-tad^^ <»f the 
M-hcinc have throm/honl hcmi discu-'^cd ami worked 
nnt in closf and intimate lonnexi.ai witli the lim s them- 
selves, and the neyotiatioie which have l)i*en pro- 
eeediug f‘»r many months with regard to tho term-^ and 
eofiditions on which the line- are prepan-d to as-iist, 
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fl •<, 

A SITTING OF THE MERCHANT SHIPHUILDINIJ ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

I, Mr. A. C. Ross; 2, Sir W. Rowan Thomson; 3, Mr, A. R. Duncan (.loint Secretary); 4, Rt. Hon. 
Sir .1. F. Maclay, Shippings Controller (Chairman); 5, Mr. C. J. O. Sanders (Joint Secretary); 6, Sir 
(Jeo. J. Carter; 7. Professor W. S. Abell; 8, Sir Frederick N. Henderson; 9, Mr. James Marr. 

'rhe (Committee was afterwards incorporated in the Admiralty Shipbuilding Council. 


<<irryiMK' it nut have rfHiilicI in tli<‘ -;<*(tlinu of luatl.^ 
of ainin^ciiUMitN which have- hccii a<‘cc|it(*<l hy a mcctiuK 
of till' t'hainiicii of Liner ( '<aifcrcnccs. 'I’heM' aiTan;4c- 
mciifs am wholly xolniitary. .\on(‘ of the liiu'x 
have Ix'en <-oiM|)ell('(l !<» into Ihein, or have, 

in tact. enleriMl into tlaan otherwise than of their own 
tree will, rhey vv'ere the result of the earnest desire 
ot all coneerned to <’o-operate with and assist t4> the 
Inllest extent the .Ministry of Shippini/ m its dilliinlt 
part. 

Sif .Fiseiili .Miiehiv’ M<hh‘<l Hint it v\ t )t«' mure 
iiidort tiiiate (hat tipon teehnieal j^rotmtls (he 
iiitiiitioii ef (lie Minislt'v of Shipping was th*- 
lea(e<h lieeaiise ( h<*re was nex ei* auv (hoii^hl or 
♦ lesire on (li<‘ir part to asstime powers wliieh 
(hey UiH'W (liey (lid not possess. 

Lord Ineheapt', wlio wro((* as “ ha\in^ had 
(Iw* hoiiotir of presiding at iiimnnerahle nieet- 
inj^s of (la* Cha-irna'ii of thi’ various Shipjun^ 
t.’onfen'iiees dtirin|i: the pas! llirtM* V(‘ars," 
bore testimony to tiie statement of Sir Jo.seph 
Maelay that Ins scheme of ^»‘m*riil rtMpnsition 
had h('cii worked (uit in close connexion 
h(‘tw(‘cn the .Ministry of Shipping and the 
Steamship Lint's. He pointt'd ont t!»at under 
the schenn* tiu' shipow ni'rs had he<*n freed 
from all chari^os of profiteering, as any profits 
madt' on tin* pre-war rate.s of hir»‘ wont to 
the ( JovtM’nnu'nl aiul heljunl t(» pay for the 


war. Costs of rnnning wi'H' tlnai gr.atly in 
(‘xee.ss of what tlicy wort' three yi'ars l/f'fori', 
and h<‘ thought that in some ease's tin' Ihin*- 
!>ook I'ati's might have' to he' n'conside're'd. 

I hi'i’e also tollowe'd eorri'sponeh'iiee from 
Sir HVederiek Smith, the .At 1 oriu'y-t h-neral. 
who had eliarge of tin' ( Joxe'rnment ease, emd 
sought to eh'ft'nd his action. Jdiis eorre'spon 
denee was r‘ef1(*e(ed in the House* of ( 'ommons. 
On .Xovendier 27 In' was called to account for 
a letter w hich he Intel written to YVee I'ihks on 
t ln**snhjee(.and h'denied that the* le'tter refle'ete'd 
in any way upon the judgme'iit. of the' Coeirt. 
He* Heleie*d t hitt “the* spirit ot re'asoind)l('n(*.ss 
shown hy the*, partie's eonee*rned in this serious 
e*ont rove'rsy, nnie'h assiste'd hy the suggestions 
of the* It'arne'd Judge*, afforel gr(*at promise* of a 
.se*(th'?tn‘n( which will he \e'ry imie'h in the 
pnhiie* inte'ri'.st. .Vske'el hy Air. Heigge* w lu'ther 
he* hael re*ael and nnde*rstood tin* e*omme*nt of 
Thv Thnes on his knte'r. “ Certaiidy I diel, " he 
ivpiieel indignantly, ‘ and I was astonishe'd at 
the* ignorance* eif te'(*hnieal epn'stions di.seloseel 
in that e'oinnu'nt." Jdie Hon.se, Jiowever, 
showf'el hy its laughter that it was hy no means 
eaaiviueeHl that tin* .\tte)rn<*y-( ;t*ne*ral had the* 
l)elt<*r of the e*neounte*r. 
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The situation (le\ eloped rapidly. Four days 
idler the delivery of the judgment owners 
n'oeived a letter from the Ministry of Shipping 
giving formal notice of the requisition by the 
Shipping Controller of all liners Which were 
affected by the original n^quisition scheme. 
The letter pointed out that, “in view of the 
ItMior from the outset of tla^ negotiations 
which have been proceeding between the 
Controller and the Chairman of tlu‘ Lim*r 
Confereners during the last nine months/' tin* 
Controller felt that could rely upon th(‘ 
billing co-operation of owners i»i managing 
f he vessels so requisit ion(‘d. The letter pointed 
out, liowever, that it had “ beconu* desirabh* “ 
that the Controller should receive at the earliest 
|)ossible moment a. formal assurance on this 
poiid. On rec(‘i])t of this assuranc<*, the letter 
e\j)lained, owners would be invited to sigm if 
they had not already <lone so, tlu' heads of 
iu‘rang<‘ments, the terms of which had already 
bt'cn aece|)t(‘d by th<‘ (Miairnu'ii of the Liner 
Conferi'iices, with the exception of Mr. Holt. 
A significant paragraph tluai followed in 

hich it \^as staled that the Controlha* did not 
anticipate' unw illifigness on th<‘ |)art of an\' 
o\Mi(T to take* his appropriate* share* in the* 
jidministratioii e»f the* Line*r Sch<*me‘, but theit. 
in the* eve'll! eif any owne*r be'ing unwilling tee 
give* tlie* assunme*e*, “it is e*sse‘nti»il theit the* 
Contre)lU*r she)ulel be* infen’ine'el at eaie-e* in eerele*i* 
that he*, in his peesitieen as e*harte*n*r of the* 
\e*sse*ls, may make* sue*h a.lte*rn}di\e* arreingc- 
me*nts as ma\’ be* ne*e^e*ss}U*y." 'I'he* e*e)mmuni- 
cation adele'el tliat “ it w ill, eef e*ourse*, be* unel<*r- 
''tooel that this le*tte*r is without pre*jeielie*e* to 
any eiction which, eai furthe*r consid<‘ra.tion, it 
may lie fe)unel e*xpe*elie*nt to take* fe)r tJie* purpe>se* 
of me^eting the situatieai cre*jite‘el by the* jeidg 
me nt e_)f the Court sei far as re'late*s tee the* pewst." 

In his le*tte'r Leirel Inclu'iipe* henl saiel that. 
“ w’hile 1 have* ne) aiitheirity to sjiy so, I judge 
that he |.Mr. HoltJ is satistie'el with the? vinelie*a 
tion he has secureel, anel that he* will feill in with 
the* agre*e'ment he* hits ehaie* so much tei arrange 
a.nel which liis fclleew-shipeiw ne'rs have* ade)[)te*el.“ 
Mr. Holt eliel, in fact, soon show his ele*te*rmina- 
tion te_) e'ontinue* tei e*e)-e)perate* whole*-he*arteMll\ 
in the working eif the scheme*. 

A gooel elcal eif light on the* rea> shifipieg 
position was slu'el in a state'inent publishe el earl\- 
in August revie*w’ing the* work of the Hrilish 
.Mercantile Marine. 'Phis state*ine*nt pe»inteel 
out that 

(l) The o(*ean -going tonnage on the* Cnite-d 


Kingelom Register bi'feere the* war re*pre'sente*el 
bi'tween 1 7,000,0()() an<l I S,()()0,0(U) teais gross. 
Of this teamage over 1 0,000, 000 tons were 
regularly e'lnpleycel in traele* with the* Cnite'el 
Kingelean, the ivmainde'r be*ing e*ngage'el in 
trade's betwe'e'n foreign e*ouidrif*s, the* varieius 
parts e>f the* British deiminieiiis, e*tc., anel 
inciele'iitally rcnele*ring by the*ir e'arnings im< 
peirtant service's tei the* Me)the*r e*e)untry. 'Phe* 
oce'an-geiing shipping e)n the* Rt*gistcr in August 
was a little eiver lo,000,0(Hf teins, eef whieh 
14,000,000 teuis we*re e*m|)loye*el in heaue* 
st*r\ ii-e*. 

(2) 01 the* 14,0(H).000 tons thus e*mple)y<*d. 



SIR GE0R(;K J. GAHTHR, 

President Shipbuildinjt Employers’ Federation ; 
Chairman Merchant Shiphuiidin|| Advisory (Com- 
mittee ; Managinit Director of (^ammell, Laird A 
C^o., Ltd. 

howeve*r, einly about eine* half w a.s ax ailable- 
for the' trade* of the* cejuntry. Ahemt t», .“>00,000 
tons we*re* alle>e'ate*et e*ntire*ly te» the* ne*e*els eef the* 
Navy, the* Army, the* Allie's, anel the* Deaninieins 
()\e*rse*as. A furthe*r I,ff0fk0tl0 tons or the*re*- 
abouts w'e*re* l)e*ing nse*e| fen* the*se* purpe)S(*s em 
the* enitwarel \e>yage*, anel were* t he*re*fe»re* leest 
te> eiur e*xpe)rt traele*, although aMiilable* for 
impeirts. 

■^Phe* situatie>n had the*n re*ae*he*el a stage* at 
which it had l)e'e*e>me* ne*cessarv to take* e*omple*te* 
(*e>ntrol of all British ship[)ing, in e>rele*r tej 
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fnsiirp th^' <Mnplf)yin(*nt of rvory vossol in the 
iiiaiiiier and on tlie terms jis t<» rate of frei^/ht 
most eonsistent witli the nati<aial interest. 
Tla* stal(Miierit- pointed o\it tha‘, a])art from 
the effeet on shipping.?, interests, the country 
^eni'nilly had also had to sulfer areat and 
in<*i‘('tisin^^ saerific*eH by tla* short supply of 
tomaii'e caused fiy war n'fiuirements and sub- 
juarine losses. 'I'lms (1) The diversion of 
liners trom lort'j-dislnnee* to short -tlistanee 
trades iuHietrd' injury uj)on many Hritish 
cxpoit trades (particularly tbosc* with India 



[ \ andyP. 

PROCESSOR W. S. ABELL. M.EnfS., 
Chief Surveyor to Lloyd’s Register. 


and the Fa,i East), and also upon tlu* interests 
of the Hritish far-distant export in^j^ colonies. 
{' 2 ) A \-ery far-rcaehin*’ proi'iamme of restriction 
nf imports had b< (mi put into <'t‘feet. Luxuri(*s 
(itu'ludin^ many eommoditic's produced by our 
i'olonies and our allies) had becMi c'xehided, and 
tlie import e\'«'n of essiaitial articles had becai 
r(Mha‘ed to the' lowest li*\el eom|)atibl(' with 
nat ional si*curity. (.*1) 'The n’st rictioii of coast ing 
facilities cnaited i?a'vitable hardship for coast 
towns whi(‘h Jiad hitlierto relied on sea-boria* 
supplies of coal and other commodities, for the 
railway ser\’ic(‘s of the country were alreaily 
overst raiiaal and could not wholly till the place 
of t!u‘ c«)astin^ tonnages which had to be 
w it hdrawn. 

It ha.s already bt*en st‘en that one of the 
lii-st acts of Sir .loseph Maclay as Slap- 
ping Controller was to appoint an expert 


Shipbuilding Council to advise him on all 
matters connected with tlio acceleration 
of m(‘rchant ships under construction 
and tho genoial administration of a 
new constructivo programme. This body, 
acting under tht^ Sliipping (Controller, was 
responsible for the j)reparation of a larger 
programme of standard ship construction, and 
it was known that, subject to t he ^ severe 
restrictions of labour and juaterial by which 
they wen‘ handicapped, they estimat(‘d for an 
output of about 1,100, ()()() tons, which was 



iVaiidyk. 

SIR WILLIAM ROWAN THOMSON, K.B.E. 

(I)avld Rowan & Co., Ltd., (dasgow). 

actually just the amount secun'd. Largta- 
pr<»gra.mmos u(‘re j)r(*pai*ed which were <lcpcn- 
dent upon obtaining morci men and more ma- 
t<'rial, there being at one time a eonsidcrabh' 
shortage of steel. Sp(‘aking in the House of 
Lords on May 10, Lord Curzon said that the 
prt)gramme which the ]Slinist(*r of Ship})ing 
was ])ressing for .would work out at .‘1,000,000 
tons gross per a?mum. Hut if such an output 
was to be realizt'd it would be necessary to 
prox'ide an additional 100,000 workmeji and 
to double the su})ply of steel per week, while 
allowing at the same time the existing Admi- 
ralty pr(^gramnie to proceed. Therein lay the 
ilifliculty of tho case. “ While,” he added, 
“ this demand came from the Director of 
Shipping, the Army, Agriculture, Munitions, 
and the Timber Dejiartment all put in demands 
for men and material, and the task of adjudi- 
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SIR HHRBERT ROWEl.l’ K.B E.. I' "»>”»: 

SIR FREDERICK NESS HENDERSON, K.B.E. 
Chairman of R. & W. Hawthorn, Leslie A Co., Chairman and Managinii Director of I). & W. 

Henderson A Co., Ltd., (ilas^nw. 


rival claims was nnf. 
morc'ly painful <)[)cration but an ov(‘r- 
wliclinin^ duty.” 

Tlicn' was inevitably a certain conflict of 
interests l)t‘tw<‘(‘n thd (l(‘ma.n(ls of the Admiralty 
and th(‘- Minist.|^>'’-'of Shipping for nuai and 
laixmr. it was 1ar^<‘ly with the obj(‘<‘t of co- 
ordinating these* demands that an important 
re'form was brought about, in -May, lhl7, wla*n 
the' oflice'. of th(^ (.\)nt roll(*r of the Navy was 
reviv(‘d. This was part of n'organi/.ation at 
the Admiralty'. Tlic ollicial statement poinltsl 
out that one of the obji'cls of tla* changes was 
to streugtla’u tlio Shipbuilding a,nd I’roduction 


I )ej)a.rlmcnt ol the* Adtnirally, by providing 
an organization (*onipand)Ic with that, w hi<*h 
had supph(‘d the* Army with munitions. 
Kurthcr, it wa>^ int«‘nd«‘d to de‘vciop and utilize 
to th(* bi'st advantage the w hol<‘ of the ship- 
building re.s(»urct‘s of t la^ country, and so fur 
as possible* to conci'iil rate the organization 
uhdiT out* Authority, Sir lOric (Jedih's had 
been <'hosen for this position, .'ind la* was to be, 
re.sponsibic for fultilling tia* shipbtiilding 
n*(|uirena*nts of the Admiralty, War Ollice, 
and Ministry of Shipping, so fa,i* a,s possible, 
by mannfactun* or purcha.sc, whether at home 
or abroad. Kor this purpose* tla* staffs of the 



MR. JAMES BROWN, C.B.E., 
Director of Scott's Shipbuildin^t & Engineering 
Co., l-td. 


MR. SUMMERS HUNTER. 
Director of North-Eastern Marine 
Co., Ltd. 


{I.'ifaytllr. 


C.B.E., 

Knf(ineering 
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depart incnts that related to these require- 
ments were to t)e placed under his control. As 
tl>e duties tor w hich Sir Eric (Jeddes was to he 
responsible at the A<liniralty would inchidc not 
only shipbuilding but also tie* prodiietidn of 
armaments and munitions, he was ajipranted 
It mendier of the Hoard of A<lmiralfy. H<‘ 
\\a< aho to he assoeiattMl with tJie Ministry of 



[/ //»->// »••• /’Vv. 

MR. A. C. ROSS, 

Director of R. Sc W. Hawthorn, Leslie A Co., Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-T yne. 


Shippin;.' as a member of llie Shi|jping (*<aitn*l 
( 'ommil t(‘e. 

h’ui't her informat ion <»n t he subj(‘e( wasirjven 
by questions and answers in the ll<ais<‘ of 
(’o nil nils on May IL when the ehanges were 
oth(*iaiiy annoma'<>d. In reply to a ({la'stion 
as (o whether the duty of superintending or 
supiTvising merehant shijibuildiim would bt‘ 
transferred finm llu* Ministry of Shipping to 
the Ltoard of .Vdminilty or wlu'ther the Ministry 
of Shipping wiMild ha\’e no further responsi- 
bility in llie mat tt‘r. Sir Edward (’ai’son, th«*n 
Kirst- Lord, n*plied that the Navy Controller 
W’ouhl act w ith t h<* Sliipping Controlh'r. In 
reply to a further ({lu'stion a.s to wh(*ther tin* 
Shipping Controller oi- his l■epresentat i\e in 
the Moiisi* would he answerable for morehaiit 
^shipbuilding problems or whether it would be 
the First Lord of the Admiralty himself. Sir 
lOdward Carson said that it would he the 
Minist<*r of Shipping or his representative there, 
'riiis r(‘ply explaini‘d why, when the eonlrol 
of im*rehant shipbuilding seenuMl to have 
passed into the hands of the Navy ('ontrollf*r, 
questions as to output were still ausw’ere«l 
by Sir L('o Chiozza INloney, Parlianientarv 
Seeretary to the .Ministry of Shipping. It is 
to Sir Leo's credit that lu' appt‘ared to Iw at 


any rate one of the first to realize the de.sira- 
bility of publicity, and gave facts in Parlianu'nt 
which enabled intnibers and the public to gt't 
some inkling of the gravity of the [losition. 

The following appointments, among others, 
to the Controller’s Department were announced 
by the* Aihniralty on May 27, PJ17, in the fol- 
lowing term.> : 

“ Afr. Thomas Bell (afterwards Sir Thonui'^ 
H<‘II), late managing director of Me.ssrs, John 
Brown cV Coiiqiany’s Clyilchank establishment, 
to he Deputy Controller for Dockyards and 
Shipbuilding. He will he responsihh* to the 
Controll(‘r for all matters relating to the con- 
st met ion of warsliips, and the maintenanee, 
alteration, and repair of wai-ships and arm<‘d 
merelumt eruisrrs, both at the K(»yal dockyards 
and by eont raet. 

Major-Ciuieral A. S. (’ollard, (ML, B.E., 
I)ir<‘<*tor of luKind Wati'rways and Docks in 
tin* l)epaiinn“nt of tlu* Din^et or-( J(“neral of 
Movements and liailwiivs, to lx* l)eputy-Con- 



MR. JAMES MARR, C.B.E. 

(J. L. Thompson & Sons, Ltd., Sunderland). 


trolh'r for Auxiliary Sliiphuihling. He will 
he n*sponsihh‘ to t h(‘ (’ontroll(*r for all matters 
eoimeeted with the di'sign, eoustruetioii and 
pureha.se of merehant ships, transjiorts, oiler.s, 
Ht*et coaling vessi'ls, and similar \’es.sels, an«l 
of au.xiliary small craft (d’ ail kinds required 
by the Admiralty or ot her CovH'rnmeut Depart- 
ments. He will also be nvsponsible for the 
alteration and repair of all sueli \’t*.s.sels, exeejil 
at tile Koval Dockyards.'’ 

'I’hc appointment of Ceneral (’ollard did not 
in subsi‘quent months escape eritieism. Hr 
eaiiie to tJie Admiralty with a repulalion for 
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Jinviu^ rr organized transport in Mesr^poiainia 
and tor having dt»no much valual>lo work tis 
]>iroctor of liiiand W aterways aiul Docks. [\o 
brought great energy and entc'rjirise to hear 
on his task, and, although he was at a <lisa«l- 
vantage in not liaving hatl a long shipbuilding 
ex])erieiiee, the n a! value of his\\«)rk was well 
appH'eiated by many whose ability t<» form a. 
bahinced ojiinion nom' could (juestion. 

It was known that the Admiralty and the 
Minister of Shipbuilding luul not alwa\s 
approaeh(*d I lie pi‘ob]em ot masti*riiig th(‘ 
submarine inenaet* from <iiiite t lu' same angle. 
The Admiralty was eoueeriied with the eon- 
struetion of craft d(‘signed to (|('stroy <‘nemy 
sulanarines ; the Mimstr\’ of Shipping was 
eoneernetl with buildihg merchant ships to 
replace tlu»sc which were sunk. \aturall\. 
each Depart nuait felt compi'lh'd to put foiwanl 
its own cas(‘ with all tlu' fon^c at its <*ommanil. 
and hitherto t h<‘ only authority which could 
iull\’ wi'igh tin* (‘laims of <*a<‘li and decide what 
pn»portion of labour and matiaial should be 
allotted to warships and nu'rchant vessels 
resp(‘ctiv<‘ly had beiai tin' War Cabinet. 'Plu' 
appointiiK'iit of the Xa\ y ('ontrollcr simplilied 
the task of th<* War (’abinet, which, of courst‘, 
nanained th** final arbiter, if difUculty arosi' in 
harmonizing I Ik* claims of each Department. 
In \icw (»f later <l(‘\'e|opments, it should be 



I u ul\ f-. 

MK. A. R. DUNCAN, 

Secretary Shipbuilding Rmploycrs’ Federation ; 
Joint Secretary to Admiralty Shipbuilding Council. 



p-/;?'.//.' f>y. 

SIR LKO CIIIOZ/A m(>nf:v, M.I\, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Shipping. 

reconliMl here that during the autumn and 
winter months a strong h'eling pre\'H ^<1 in 
shipping circles that nier-chant shipbuilding 
did not rcci‘i\«‘ puite ade<|nate recognition, 
riie view ladd was that it was overshadow imI 
by v\ arship <*onst met ion. 

On .lulv IT, l!MT, Sir hidwai’d ^'arfon 
I'esigiird the oIVum* oi h'irst Lord, and Sir* 
I'ira- ( Jeddes was appointed to succeed him. 
d’his left the olhce of .\avy ('out roller to bn 
filled, to which Mr. .Man .\inlers«)n (afterwards 
Sir Alan .\nderson. K.li.l'L) w a.s appointed. 
Sir .Alan ha<l a wi<le knowle«lg»* of shipping 
from his long membership of the lirm of 
.\nderson, .\nderson tV (’o., ship and iuMiiance 
lirokers. and joint nianagii’s of ||m‘ Oiicnt, 
Steam Xaviuation Co., Ltd. .\s a dirci tor of 
the .Midland Ibiilway < 'ompa.ny In* had a.lsi» 
knowh'dga' of an«)ther branch (»f the tra.ns)>ort. 
pr’obicm. SiiM'e ()ct«»ber, IttHi, he had been 
\’M‘<*-Cliainnan of the Wheat < 'ommi'^sion. Ib* 
v\as ;i bnsnn’.s.s man of recogni/ed ability and 
kiu’W h<*w t o deal w it h ot her business men. 

d'he transfer of shijilmilding to the office of 
the Navy (’out roller caused a «-ertain amount, 
of frict ion bet w een the members of tin* Shipping 
( ’out roller's origina.1 Shipbuilding .\dvisory 
(Nuninittee aial certain naanbers »)f the new' 
Department. 'I’he truth was that the memixas 
of the Advisorv ( ommittci* felt the loss of the 

m 

exctaitivc power’s w hi<‘h they had hithei’to 
held, and that they vmtc not always ticiited in 
the Departnuait ef the Deputy ( 'out I’olha’ for 
.\iixiliar\' Shipbuilding with all the considia’a,' 
tioii to w hicli t heir great scrv'ic*es to the count ry 
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hiul ciilitlod thorn. • In th«' onriy iiiitunm thoiv 
w«VH talk (>f tht! roMignalioii <>f certain inonibors of 
tluK Committee, and towards tf«' end of 
November a .statement appeansl that th<' 
whole of the Committee had i-esigncd. St)me- 
thing like a crisis was preiupitated, and on 
November 23 the Admiralty announced the 
fonnation of a Shii>building (knmcil, under the 
<|ir(s-t chairmanship of the Navy (kmtrolI.T. 
On this Council, it was stated, representatives 
of the shipbuilding and engineering tnules 
would b(. joined by ollicers of the Admiralty, 
and iwoblems of naval and commercial ship- 
building and rei>uir would In' considen'd. The 
slafinent. pointcl out that the Council differed 
from the Shipbuilding Advisory Committee 
by the inelu.sion of Naval .-hipbuilding 
in its purxiew, and by being reli. vcd from 
certain executive functions in the placing and 
following up of contracts wliich had been 
undertaken bv the Admiralty Controller ami 
Din-etor of Contracts. All th.«.e who served 
on tlw Shipbuilding Advisory Committee and 
who had not sinee*joined the Staff of the Con- 
troller's Department consented to serve, on 
tho Council. 

The nainoa wore ihon given of the members 
of the old Shipbuilding Advisory Coiunuttee, 


I there were adiled flu* following names of 
ler meinbem of the Shiiibuilding and Kngi- 
iring trades who had joined the Controllers 
partment and who were to attend meetings 
the Council when matters affecting them 
ro tliscussoil ; 

jon Mauiuck Denny, partner of Mes.-r.N. Duimy 
Brothers, (»f Dumbarton. 

t. (1. S. F. KDWARUiss,latf Director of Messrs. Snutli s 
Dock (\)mpuny. 

.. Jl. M. Gbaysos. of Mc.«sr.-. H. ami C. C.rnyson 

(Dtil.). f, 

UOH .1. w. Hamii.tos, Chuinnau of Mf'ssrs. U . 

Tlamiltou ami Co. . 

ectenant Oolonei, .r. Lithoow, hoiuor Tart, or o 
Me.-srs. Kussell a.ai Co., Direetor of Mes-rs. UolB.rt 
Diaica.. ami Co., ami Director of Messrs. Nap. 

and Millar. Mitchei.l MescaiEFr. 

[EUTEHANT-CoLONEL J. miichei 

b.Noee'r rECK. Di.m'torof Me.ssrs. llarelay. C'm-le. 
and t:o. (Ltd.), Die-etor of Messrs. Swan, Hmiter 
and William Richardson (Ltd.), cx-\icc- resit cii 
of the ShipbuildiiiK Employers’ Fodcratiou, 
Chainnan of the Glytle Shipbuilders' .Association, 
in. A. W. SAMFSOS. late Director of Messrs. I airfield 
•Sliipl'iiilding and Engineering Company. 

The non-departmontal members of the 
Council, which incltided members of the old 
ihipbuihling Advisory Committee, consisted 
if the following : 

r -1 «. T Pautpr K B.R., of Mes^ir.-i. Cammcll, 

~nd Co.Xd.;. 

Employers’ Federation. 
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Sm F. N. Hknokhsov, of Mossr^. I), atwl \V. 

Hondorsoii anti (!o. (Ltd.). 

Mk. Jamks Mauh, (MLF., of .MoH^rs. J. L. 'riioinpson 
niid Sons (I.td.). 

.Mr. a, (L Ros.s, (J. ILF., of Hawthorn, LokMo 

and Co. (Ltd.). 

PROKESSOR W. S. /Vhell, ( ’Iiiof Surveyor to Lloyd’s 
KoKister. 

Sir Herbert Rovvklf,, K.ILF., of Mossr-t. Hawthorn, 
Lcslio & (’o. (Ltd.). 

Sir \V. Rowav I’homson, K.R.F., of Messrs, HavitI 
Rtiwnn and Co., fx-(.'liairnnm of Xorth-Wesl 
Etij^inecrs’ A.M.soeiation. 

Mr. Sommers JIitxter, t'.ILF., (»f the Xorth-Fastem 
Marino Eiigincorin^^ (’o. (LttL), and 
Mr. .Fames Browx, C.ILE.. of Scott’s Shipbuihlinn ami 
Enginoerinp: Co. (Fdd.). 

Mr. C. J. (3. Sanders, formerly of the lL)artl of 'I’radc 
and afterwards of the Shipimilding Finitloyers’ Federa- 
tion, and Mr. A. R. Duncan, Secretary of the Shiphuilding 
Employers’ Fedt'fution, acted as Joint Secretaries. 

Ono of the main raiise.s of friction between 
the old Shipbuilding Advisory Coniinitteo nn<I 
the Navy Controller’s Department was known 
to have boon the (piestion of the national sliip- 
yards. The Admiralty had decided upon the 
construction of three national yards, and in 
pursuance of this policy had requisitioned 
the land and plant of the Standard Shipbuihling 
Company, which was organized in the summer of 
1916 at Chepstow. The Shipbuilding Com- 
mittee had strongly urged that, until all private 


shipyards of the country had l)m*n supplied 
with all the labour and mn.t(*ri»d which they 
could tak(‘, it was unwise to divi rl eiuTgy and 
material to tiu' const ru(‘t ion of new yards. 
The first neeil, th(‘y urged, wa.s to supply 
the existing yards with all tli'y couM 
want; the secomi wa^T to extend the. i^xist 
ing yards; and the third was to buihl 
new yards. Committei* argiUMl that the 

(Joverninent ])olicy was putting t hi' third 
course of aidion out of jilace in front- of the 
others. IVivati* builders had freely expres.si'd 
(heir dislike of the principle of State shipyards, 
and it was n*ally natural enough that the Com- 
mittee, which contained ri'presentat ives of 
leading shipbuilding (R)mpani(\s, should not 
have been enamoured of (he proposal. On the 
Cov'(*rnment side there were undoubtedly 
.strong reasons to be advaiK'i'd for the prijiara- 
tion of a certain numbi'r of State yards. 
Moreover, the private shipbuilders had received 
intimation that thiMr yards would come first 
for orders, labour, and material. The builders 
had been a.ssured by the l>ime Minister that 
the Government yards would bo entirely sub- 
sidiary, would fill in the gaps, and would in 
no way compete with the private yards. It 
should not bo forgotten that tho Navy roquirtw a 
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DINNHR-TIMH AT A SHIPYARD: WORKHKS LKAVING FOR THEIR MID-DAY 

MEAL. 


very miinfx'r of subsidiary cr'aft diroclly 

siij)|)ortiii;jj it , 

ll WHS n*ally iiol. until th(‘ (mkI of 1917 and 
fb(* bc^diinin^ of I9IS tbiit l!u‘ nation tM-j*an 
to loali/c tla* ni'cossity of oxjM'dit inji; ship con- 
struct if)n. \o t(>nna|;o timir(‘s of losses had 
been piihlisliod atai no lignin's of output, so that, 
\\ith cN'crything vita.l o])scun'd, thcr'c was no 
means hy which it could have l(‘arned the 
truth. 'Tlie ])uhlie hc|;an then to appreeiate 
how far short replacements fell of Hie 
t<winaj;e la iny destroyi’d hy t lu^ enemv. 
On l)<*eemher 19 the First Lord ^ave some 
indication, although not a vei-y clear one, of 
the output for ItM?, comparing tlie r<*sults 
with tliose for ltH9, which “gave tiu' ahsolute 
peak of shipbuilding of all kinds that this 
country has ever known.” He stati^l that in 
!tM9 the equivak nt of *J,*JS(),n(U) gross tons 
was launelK'd. 'Phis was made up of l,92(h(M)0 
tons of m(‘i*< Iiant shipping, and tla equivalent, 
upon a. eonviatevi (igure of :h>2,tMM» gross tuns 
ot war vessels. He <*ontiniied, “ If we tak*' the 
rate <»f output for the months of Octohei and 
.Vovirnher, and it is fair t«) take them as a 
nu'asure of what W’e have attained, thf' mer*ehant 
tonnage completed is fully at the same ratt* as 
th(‘ nua'chant tcamagi' out})ut of the year 1919 
- that is, l,9l?0,0t)0.“ Thi First Lord closed 
a I’i'vit'w of the shipl.aiilding position hy 
sayinir. ” \\ (* must have tin' shijrs, an<l 
moiM' shijis. and still mor<‘ shiiis.” This 
\ iew was eontinned on the following day 


hy the Ih’ina* Ministia*, wlto deelan'd iti 
tin* House of ( ‘ommoris, “ W’c need more men, 
not UH'rely for the Viat tie-line across the 
seas, hut for the hattle-iim* in tin's counti'y. 
W'e, espi‘eiaJly, iicimI men to h(‘lp us to solve 
th<‘ prohhans associati'd with tonnag(\ . . . 
X’ictory is now’ a qiavstion of tonnagr*, and 
tonnage is victory. Nothing else' can deh'at 
us now hut shortage of tonnag(‘. The adv(‘nt of 
the L’nited States into tla' war has inereasi'd 
the (Uinand I'liormously. Tonnagt' must la* 
provi<led for the transportation of that 
gigantic new’ army with its cipiijanent across 
thousands of miles of si*a. It is no use raising 
10,000,000 men and equipping them, unless 
you get them somewhen* in the vicinity of 
the foe.” 

Some* doubt had bee'n created by tlio figures 
of the First Lord given (4n December 19, but 
the position was made quite^ clear by Mr. Bonar 
Law’ in the House of Commons two months later 
wIm'ii he stated. that in 1917 the tonnage built 
in the Cnited Kingdom wiis 1,109,474, wiiile 
w<* secured in addition 170,000 tons abroad. 
'Phe total was put in anotlu'r form by Sir L. 
Chiozza Money on February 20, 1918, when he 
announced that 200 British-built merchant 
vessels of 1,000 tons aa<l upwards were coni- 
pli‘ted, whicJ) aggregated 1,007,090 tons. He 
added that tlu* net loss of British vessels of 
1,000 tons and over during 1917 w’a.s r;98. T!ie 
following figures of production of vessels of 
1,000 tons and over in the United Kingdom 
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Juririp; tho last qiiaHtr of tho yoar wviv in- 


t'ludt'd : 



Xovoiut)a*r 

22 ships toliilliu}^ 

130,:i7,‘> tons 

T>econi}u‘r 


11 5, 7. '•>2 

.rauiuary 

11 

aVi.-^SH 

'total 

.. 54 

:i0l,71."i 


Thc pjravity of tho position was iiuhcatoil hy 
ooinpariiij^ th(?so figuros witli tlio iminb(‘rs of 
IJritisli V4\ss(»ls of l,(iOO tons and o\or whi<*h 
woro shown by tho Admiralty wcM'kly stato- 
inont to havo boon snnk witliin tho saints 
poriod. Tn NovoinbiT 42 vossols woro lost, in 
D(‘oombor 75, and in January JO, making a total 
of 147, against 54 built in tho Iniitod Kingdom. 

A groat iinpr(\ssion on tho nation was mado 
by a spoooh by Mr. Barnos, tlio Labour .Arom})or 
of tho War Cabin<‘t,in th(' Hoiiso of Commons, 
on February 20. lie told tho Hoiis<‘ frankly 
that tho number ships turned out in Croat 
Britain in Ja.nuary was !(‘ss tlian lialf th(‘ 
<‘stimalo, and that, so far as ho had b(*on a))lo 
to aso(Ttai?i, tlio position in K(‘l)ruary would bo 
no bettor. II(‘ dc'olan'd that Anu‘rioa was 
tailing us so tar a.s shir)s \\(‘r<‘ oouerrnod. 
insistv^l that th(' winning of tin* war drpcaidod 
upon tile output of ships, and that a far largta* 
number would ha.vo to bo turned out. than 
J)(4‘oro if wo wor(‘ to g(‘t through tin* troubli* 
/)f tho next few months 


4 10 

J ho position in iM'bruary was shown to bo a 
liltl«‘ lu'ttor l)y tho hirst Lord in a statiauont 
in tho Houst' of (\>mmons on Maroh 5. Ho 
pointod out that, whereas tlu* avorag(‘ monthly 
output of morohant shipbuilding in tho fourth 
(piartorof |!)17 was roughly l lU.OOU tons, if (u.ly 
i(*a(*lu‘d .)S, ()()() tons in tbvnuary. Mo oont imu'd : 

It should ha.vo lu'on v<‘rv muoh larger. It. 
is true that tlu> U’»*a.thor was (‘xooptionallv bad, 
and dt'lays won* oausod th(‘n‘by, also thati 
January, duo to holidays, is always in p<'a<‘o 
time a v(*ry bad month for output of ships, 
alsf) that 1 aim da'pairting in this oaiso from mv 
oontonti()n t halt wt* (‘ainnot taika' oiu* W'»M*k or 
month by itsa*!!, ha* it gaaoal aar bald. F must, 
aialmit t halt ha'bruairy is, I think, gaaing ta> ba* 
botta*r, nt'arly twioa^ tha* output aaf ,Jainuair\' 
when tha* figura‘s aira* a*a)m|)la‘t a* ; but. still a)uly 
abanit tw’o-t hirds aaf w halt tho sauna* yau*a|s, auial 
fa‘wor maai, haiw* alaaua* in u mouth. 'I’lia^ 
numba*r aaf \'a‘s,sa*ls la)alga*al aiiial aaiMittiug is 
higlu*!’ than iisuail, and thosa* ships w'ill ba* in 
sa rvioa* shortly." 

J'ha* first Laaral tha*n niaiala* oa*r-taiin ra*fa‘ra*na‘a>s 
ta) labaaur, whia'h, ita via'W' aaf tha* a*i‘itioism whia h 
tht'V ara>us(‘a|, amal tll<* gaaaaal auid fair r\‘ala*hmg 
alloot tha'y unalaaiibta'ally haial, a|a*so|*\'a‘ ta> ba* 
ra*pra>alua*a‘al ais laallaaws : 

\\ a> w«*ra* III iiMik:ii:^ Idi i\ 'tcnily jiikI -iiIi- 



[Offii till phoh gfiit'h. 

A (;koup of shipyard workmen, nhwc:astle-on.tynh. 
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Htantial ri«e in output. Men, material, and capacity 
were all there. Instead of a rise wo have had a serious 
firop. Wliy is this ? Many reasons n\ay be advanced 
for it, but the main fact which was brought out by 
reports, not only from employers, but from repre- 
sentatives of the men and representatives of depart- 
ments, is that whether due to labour unrest, due to’ 
strikes, due to difficulties of whatever kinds, the men 
iti the yards are not working as if the life of the cou itry 
depended upon their exertions, nor are they working 
oven as they did in the fourth quarter of lost year. 


in the United States, and great, doubtless, as the effort 
of that country is, there is no doubt, and it is not ques- 
tioned in official circles in America, that a considerable 
time must elapse before the desired output is secured. 

Continuing, the First Lord declared that if 
einployei*9 hesitated to play their part, or if 
men anywhere “ downed tools,” or went slow 
for any reason, they would do so in the know- 
ledge of tVie grievous extent to which they 



[Official photograph. 

STANDARD SHIPS; LAYING THE KEEL PLATES. 


Kniployers cIko are not perhaps in all cases doing all 
that can bo done to increaso output.^ Tho long strain 
of tho war must have its otTect on the nervos of sonw 
of them as it htt>4 on everyone else. Far bo it from 
ino to suggest that the vast rrinjority both of employers 
nrul of men are not actuated by the call of patriotism ; 
but the serious unrest which existed in January will 
have its effect on completions in later months, and 
the January drop cannot Iw fully accounted for other- 
wise than that it was caused by unrest in its widest 
interpretation. 

1 am driven to tho conclusion that even at this late 
date the situation is not fully realized. My right 
hon. friend the member for the Blackfriars division 
of Glasgow (Mr. Barnes) has in this Hoiise recently 
appealed to the working men of the country, with far 
greater authority than I can claim, to put their backs 
into the work. I believe that the individual piece- 
worker works as hard now as he did last year, when 
ho is ac^tually at work, but ho seems more ready to-day 
to take holidays, and we cannot afford holidays while 
there are food queues. . . . During the critical period 
that confronts us we must rely in the main upon our own 
ships and ourselves. Our Allies are making every 
effort to increase the production of ships, but in spite 
of tho glowing reports of representatives of tho l^ress 


prejudiced the vital interests of the coin- 
niuuity. Tho principle of one front imiat 
be recognized in tho shipyards jnst as in 
the Fleets and in the trenches. Every ship 
wliich was launched and fitted out was an 
addition to the food -carrying power of the Allies. 

The urgency of the problem was dealt with 
in a leading article in The Times on the following 
day* entitled “ Tho Mystery of tho Sliipynrds.” 
The article pointed out that ; “ What matters 
is to solve the mystery of the shipbuilding 
failure. Tho reasoas for the unrest in tho 
yards must be explored, revealed, and removed. 
It may be that defects in the present system 
— which has largely substituted official control 
for the individual initiative of the shipbuilder 
— ^are at the root of the visible flagging in 
output. Whether that is the cause, or some- 
thing else, it is plain that there is deep-rooted 
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inofficioncy souu'wlu're. Th<^ busiiu^ss of tlm 
(iovomment is to find it out.” 

It happened that the annual lueoting of the 
reorganized Chamber of Shipping was held on 
tliat day in the (^ity, and the leading owners 
present seized the opportunity to urge th»‘ 
vital need for inereased ship eonstnietion. 
Sir William Raeburn, the President, (h'elared 
that there was no mystery about tl)e deerease • 
in prixluction. The two elements responsibh*^ 
were the Oovernment and tin* workers. “It 
was (piite unfair," he continued, “for the 
First Lord of the Admiralty to have attaeke<l 
the buihlers for tlu? reduet iou. The fact was t hat 
the spirit of shipbuilders had b(*en almost 
broken by the interference of the (Jovernment 
during the last two years. Wlu'n Mr. Rarnes 
made his serious statement on the cpiestion of 
shipbuilding it was a great pity he did not 
tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
It was high time tlu* country knew the facts, 
and when it did the facts would open the ey<‘s 
of the country. . . . d'he Coveminent ^^ouId 
be well advised if tlu‘v now took tlu‘ nation into 
their confidenc(‘, ainl g<ive the tonnage of th(* 
sinkings and th<‘ new tonnage add(*d from 
month to month. A mat<*rial improvement in 
the? near future^ tnight be looked for, but unless 
the workmen put their heart into their work, 
and did v'ery much more than they had been 
doing, the position was bound to remain 
serious. . . . 'Tliey had be(‘n told about tlu* 
C'boat menace being entirely overcome by 
August next, but he had a strong Ixdief that 
we should nev^er entirely ov»*rcoine it.” 

Tiord lneh<*ape, tlui in-coming President, in 
tlu* courst^ of his Pr(\sidential address, declared 
that there was a curious lack of reality in many 
parts of the country as to the grave* position 
with which we wt^re faced. Tonnage was b(*ing 
sunk at a rate of which the people had no 
conception. He thought that more information 
might be given to the people as to what wc» 
were really losing, so that tlujy might appre- 
eiate the gravity of the situation. He added : 
“I was on the Clyde last Saturday, and at 
noon the whistle in a large l»uildiTjg yard 
sounded, and the moment it went every soul 
in the yard threw down his tools and bolted. 
Not a sf)und was heard in Clyd('SflaIe after 12 
o'clock on Saturday. It might have been that 
no wai; was going on, and that no new ships, 
no destroyers to hunt submarines, wert* re- 
(piirod. There is, I admit, a limit to human 
endurance, and, as ^Tr. iioiiar Law said the 


other day, mt‘n g<‘t tired ; but uuless wi* .dl 
put our hearts into tht* tight, whether wt* are 
engaged in h.andieraft or in brain crafi, we 
sball all sufl'er alike." 

Sir Owen Philipps proposed a resolution, 
which was apfjroved, wa*leoming tlu* t'nt.ry into 
the war of tlu* rnited Stat(*s. and said that, 
while Anu*nea was seiuling a magnitieent army, 
he looked (Ui the lu'lp that the country could 
give hy its sliiphuildiiig prograiuiiu* as of even 
more im|)ortauee. He suggestt'd that the two 
(Jo\ «‘rume!its should give tlu*m information as 
to how long it took to build a ship iu each 



SIR WILLIAM RAEBURN, 

President of the Chamber of Shipping, 1916-1918. 

country, and that tlu\y shoul<l start a <*omp«*- 
titioM, lik(^ tlu* eompet ilioii an)us(‘d hy Ha' 
tanks iu raising war funds, b(‘twa*eu the two 
e«)uiitri(*s in the inalter of shipbuilding so that 
the gn'atest output should be attained. 

Sir .lohu Fllermau propos(*d a n‘solution, 
also ado])ted, to tiu' (‘f'feet " 'rhat this 
Chamber regrc'ts that the progress of eomuu'r- 
eial shi])building iu this eojintry is still far 
from satisfactory, and desires to impress upon 
His Maj(*sty’s (ioverniiuait that it is of vital 
imj)ortance to seeurt* the output of tonnage 
foreshadowed by tlu' First luird of the Ad- 
miralty.” H(5 uuiiiitaiiK'd that the result of 
trausf(*iTiug th* initiative' and i‘nte*rpris«' iu 
shipbuilding to the State* htid l)e*e*ii me»t dis- 
a[)pointiug. Tlu* fae*t that so little^ had been 
done emphasized the* ne*ee\ssity tlierei wa,s feji* 
the rexolntion. Had the* private* owue*rs Iku'u 
allowed to build, the output of neav hejats weuild 
have been vx*ry irnieli gre*ate‘r than it was, 
Mr. A. .Munro Sutiu'rland, a larger North e)f 
Knglanel envne*r, .see:*<xideel the ine^tiexi, an el 
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LAUNCH OF A STANDARD SHIP. 


iOjJictal photograph. 


attributed the suiall output to the iucroaHing of 
standard wages, instead of putt ing the men on 
piece work arui giving them a bonus. 

Tiio coininents of tlio First Lord were 
quickly answered by the Shipb\iilding Km- 
pU)yers’ Federation and the Shipyard Trade 
Unions. On March 7 these bodi(w issued a 
statement to the <d’f(^ct that the remarks, so 
far ivs they refl('cted on <Mnployers and work- 
men engag(Kl in shipbuilding, had caused much 
feeling in shipbuilding districts. Represen- 
tatives of tht' trades and the employers had, 
it wivs stated, met and ilecidi'd that the remarks 
called for a joint reply. This joint reply wtw 
to be made shortly, and it was suggested that 
in the interests of tlu^ nation and all con- 
cern<*d it would be well to susptnul judgment 
till then. Meantime it was pointed out that 
the fact that a deputation of the shipbuilding 
(>mi)loyt'rs and shipyard tracks unions waited 
upon th(' Prime Minister in November and 
ma.d(> joint proposals to the (Jovernment was 
a clear indication that they fully realized the 
gravity of the shipbuilding position. It wmvS 
tulded that the desire of the whole industry 
was, and is, to strengthen the First Lord's 
hands in the stupendous task before him, and 


if nothing material has, as yet, resulted from 
the interview with the Prime Minister, the 
reason must be looked for within the (Jovern- 
inent itself.” 

Tlie urgency of dealing with the shipbuilding 
probkun was discussed daily in The Times, and 
on March 8, in the course of an article on the 
desirability of taking certain steps, the sug- 
gestioq. wa.sma(le that more use should be rnadt? 
of the great organizing ability of .such a leader 
of the shipbuilding industry as Lord IMrrie, 
the head of Karland and Wolff. It was pointed 
out that 8ir Alan Anderson, the Adtniralty 
Controller, had the complete confidence of 
shipbuilders, and the enterprise shown in the 
Dtqjartment of the Deputy Controller for 
Auxiliary Co,n.st ruction was fully recognized. 
With the addition of soine further expert 
knowletlge and organizing ability, the work of 
the Depa:tme?its would, the article urged, 
probably proceed quite smoothly. 

This view was supported by “ a past President 
of the Chaml^er of Shipping ” in a letter pub- 
lished in The Times on the following day, 
“First and foromo.st,” declared this writer, 
“ is the absence of a Shipbuilding Controller of 
outstanding ability and practical experience, 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


455 


clothed with ample powers and qualified by 
nature and training to deal with the whole 
situation* including arrangements with labour.” 
The writer continued : 

It seomM to me that the sngj^estion made by your 
Shipping Correspondent in to-day’s issue of 7'he Times 
would form a most a(lrnirable solution of the dilHeulty. 
Lord Pirrie, the head of the famous firm of Harlan d 
and Wolff, in the building up and control of his huge 
Bstablishments has displayed energy, organising ability, 
and business qualities amounting to gtMiius. If a prac- 
tical shipbuilder of this comtnanding type could ifo 
induced to accept the po-ition of Controller of Mercduint 
Shipbuilding, armed with full powers to deal with the 
present serious situation, free from the interference of 
any other Departments, we should soon see our output 
of menshant tonnage going up by leaps and hounds, 
and the nation could feel sure that everything is being 
done which the highest practical ability and exporieiico 
considers necessary to deal adequately with this important 
question, which calls urgently for prompt and drastic 
treatment in a broad and comprehensive spirit, if we 
are to avoid serious, if not fatal, consequences to the 
country and her Allies. . . . The urgent necos'.ity 
of the hour is the rapid profluctiou of merchant ships, 
and if this requires a distinct, break with, existing pro- 
cedure, under the direction of Lord Pirrie, nothing 
shonld bo allowed to stand in the way of its speedy 
uecoiiiplishment. 

An article wliieh ap[)earecl in The Times on 
March 11 siunmod yp tJio situation. It was 
headed “ Need of (Jreater Publicity. Defects 
of Pros(‘nt Control,” juid it bt'gan : ‘‘ ft is now 


qiiito clear that the slapbuilding situation 
demands very firm handling, and that the 
country must bo prepareil for a long -sustained 
effort in tho production of tonnage. Exami- 
nation of the situation sliows that et^rtiiin 
things require to be done immediately, whieh 
may bo groupcnl under three headings: (1) 
Publicity, (2) Removal of Labour dVouble, 
(3) Reorganizat ion at tho top.” As an aeeurate 
review of tho conditions then prevailing, and 
as an indication of the steps whieh were sub- 
sequently taken, the following extracts may 
he put on record : 

Much feeling has boon cn‘ated by the quile mo«loraf« 
strictures of Sir Eric IJiMldcs respecting something 
lacking in tho spirit of certain employers and <'(U'(ain 
men. Tf the First Lord n*tnrns (o Ibis snbjeel and 
it is possibli' that the n‘joiiuler of tht‘ employt'rs and 
men may make it dosirabl»> that hc' should do so - 
he may mh>pt one of two eour-.es. He nuiy explain 
that the language iMuployod did not mi'an precisely 
what it was inlimded to convey. 'I'lio more satis- 
factory course would set'rn ti> he to slic*k to his gnus 
and repeat that at the tiiiu' that he was speaking “tho 
situation was not fully rouli/.e«l.” Ho could with 
perfect truth add that tho fault diil tvot lio with (*ither 
masters or mon. How can men wndc*rstaml a sitnatinn 
if they aro not told what it is ? Estimates of prodinMion 
ainl curves of losses are interesting and have tluar uses. 
Hut after a time th(*y become int‘ITeet ivo. Plain fai-ls 
always count. If (‘very (*mployer, every foroinaii 
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t\(.iy rivt*|«T, jiimI r\<*iv wit*' Uik'nv wlmt llic fiut" 

vv’iT<*, w'.mKi h.* iKit ii 

lArryonc ruiMTiiHMl in I In* vijM-hyurks, in tin* "hip- 
yanl-, mnl in I hi* hniin*' '.n* thi* prrciM* H^niros i>t 
till* limiiMj^i* -viink ami tin* utnount of n*plai*i*im'nt. 
ami lh»'n anyone who slaekeil wonki he a seonmlrel. 
'I’liere may he traitor', in the eoiintry, hiit at any rati* 
they are a, \'ery -niall minority. A-' it happens there 
i^ prohahly nothine in th* fi./'ire'. whieh the antho- 
I'ltic" need fear to di'.elo^e. For ^oin * tine* pa^l tie* 
fpiarlerly fi^nri*'. of lo'.'.e' have heeri on the down- 
ward jjrade, and the fi^mre.. of new eoii'.t rnetion have 
been on the upward j^n-ade. The lines do not yet meet, 
and it i^ the tli>.t hu-iness cf the nation to make them 
meit, 'I’hen it ean, and mu'.t. yo on to make the 
fijinre'. of eoiist met ion exceed the losses, for the leev\'a> 
i- \erv serious. For a time the builders niUst eontinue 
to pull a;^ainst tla* stream, and eannot aflord to re^t 
lor a moment on their oars until the tide turn' in thi*ir 
ta\our. If there are any international olneetioiis to 
the pnhiieation of the wiu'ld’s tonnuL^* losses ami refdaee- 
ment, are there any to the pnhiieation of the liritish 
tiviures t If t h(* supreme eftort will only he tortheomiiv 
when these are pnhiished, tln*n surely there is o\er- 
whehniny jusi ifieat ion in th* -ah'ty of the eountiy, 

'Tin* nitich' iiiytMl that, n|)»irt I'lom tlu* iiictMi- 
ti\o which w’otihl he liiscii to sii.stMiniMl efforts 
hy tin* ptihli<*nt i(»u of tin* fnets ninl the resolye 
to hieei tln‘m ttinl elmti^t' them, tln'n* wps a 
\<*r>' ttri'iil (l»*al to he saiil for puhlieity al)oiit 
t In* out put ot tin* iinli\ i'll lal van Is. I f lan* van I 
huilt a stainljtrJ earoo \ (*sso| within fi\'<* or .six 
months, it W'tts retisontthle that tin* nation 


shonM know' the fact. And if another yard 
took nine or ten months, was it not riglit thak 
the nation should also know it ? Questions 
niii^ht ))e asked as to wli\' (jiie yard could buil<l 
so mneh r|nieker than another, lint siieh 
(jiiestions <*onkl only do t^ood. "Idnw would 
ehieidate the facts, and the pnhlit; would 
demand that rt*medies should he applied. 
Prohahly the discrepancies, nndei* the limelight, 
would si>on he redu(*ed. 

Heverting to tlu^ suggestion that a practical 
shiphnilder should he appointed to take ehargf* 
ot nu*rc*ha!it shiphuikiing, the article p(»inled 
out that “one man of outstanding ahility is 
Lord Pirrie, the head of Hailand and Wolff, 
whose record for organization and success is 
certainly at least s(‘eond to none. A trihute 
to his ipiite t*\ei*ptional powers was paid in 
77/c 7’///n.v of Saturday hy “ A Past Pri*si(k‘nt 
of the Phamhe?* of Shipping,*’ who might ha\t‘ 
added that his elosi* giip of affairs extt*nds 
heyond amazingly suee(*ssful shiphuilding to 
shipping companies and hanking. Ih* is not 
a young man, and has nothing to gain, (*xcept 
the furtlu*!’ honour which* the country would 
certainly piiy him, hv the aeei'ptance of such an 
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STANDARD SHIPS: FINISHING ON THK WATER. 
A sister ship ready for launching is seen in the background. 
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THE TIMES HISTOEY OF THE WAR. 


457 



LORI) PIRRIK, K.P., 

Controller-General of Mercliant Shipbuilding. 


I / III ,11 r. I'ty. 


It wril Im*, Ii(»N\i'V«‘r, that 

a sc'iise c'f «liity vvnuM |)ft*\:iil «)\»*r olln-r coji 
si(l(*rat ions, ari'l a f.*artii<*islii|) la (\v(M*n «nc!i ;i 
h adtM- and Sir Alan Andors* m, a ymaui'T iiimh, 
sliouM b(» ail fxcrptionally iiappy on<*. 'I'll*- 

public* could then bclic\c that, >\ith tlu* hi:»hcst 
>,kill, cut husia'^in, and hard work at tin* top, 
the dirt'ctinn of (*011*^1 ruef ion would be in \'cry 
st rdnii hands.'’ 

On the followinjjc day it was annouiH*ed thit 
the* vic‘W's of Lon I I^'rria, w ho had travel 


up from (Jla'-^ow to L«nidoii, ha<l l)«‘<*n inxited 
by the (Government, a-iid that he had already 
sp<*nt some hours in eonsultat ion with t ho 
Prime* Minister and <)ther members ol the 
< 5 o\'<*rnment . 

A da's* later tlu* full reply was issued ol the 
Siiiphuildin^ Employers’ betk-ration and the 
Shipyard 'rrade bnions to the slatc'inent of the 
First L<a*d in tin* House of ( 'onanons. Included 
in this statement w.is a, reprodmt ion (»f a 
^rc'ssi'd by tlr*M* joint bodii's to the. 
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Priiiio Minister on XoveiDber 14, 1917, ex- 
pn'ssin^ <h(Mr sHtisfaction “that flu* Covern- 
iiM'iit had iiia(l(‘ arrangements to divert largely 
ijiereased supplies of steel to mereliniit ship- 
building,” and sugg('sting that a deputation 
sljould b<^ ri'feiv'ed in order that e(*rtain definite 
proposals might lie [>uf forwiinl for ensuring 
th(* fullest jmxhietive eapaeity from the 
labour available, ft was reeorded that at that 
meetiug t lu* Kedcu'ations and the I'nions 
proposed that a. joint (X)mmittee of employers’ 
aral workmen’s repr(‘sei datives should be set 
up to advise the Ministry of National Service 
in the supply, distribution, and utilization of 
labour, and to advise tht‘ Ministry of l.,abour 
on matters eonneeled with the policy or 
administration of lal)«)ur (piestirais. 'rhes(‘ pro- 
posals not ha.\'ing h(M*n accepted by the (}<»\'<*ru- 
ment, the Kederatic)ns and the Unions ex- 
press(‘d their regri't i?i a letter datcsl .hmuary H», 
and stated that they had ia‘\'ert lieless deeid(‘d 
to aippoint a .loint Commit t<'(‘, which wouki 
b(‘ in a. positiotj to sp(*ak authoritatively ’’on 
all (|uestions in which their help and advas^ 
may he di'sinsl, and ca,n be advantageously 
enlisted.” In reply, the Priiiu' .Minist<‘r had 
slat«<l that he had told the Minist(‘rof National 
S<‘r\’iee of his labtf that this (Commit t(M‘ 
v\<)ul<l he of gnail a.ssistan<'e to him, and that 
he v\ as anxious t hat t he ( 'oiumit t('e should meet 
the Minister. On Kehruary 12 the Kedera-tions 
and Unions wrote to the ^Ministry of National 
Ser\ ice eticlosing ji copy of t lu* I’rime .Minist<*r's 
reply, and on t h(' same date t la'V '^ent a similai* 
letti'r to the Ministry of Labour, d’lu' Federa- 
tions and tlie Ihiions pointisl out that since 
tluai th(' .Joint (k>mmitt('e ha<l not been invited 
to meet either department. Tlu'v added that 
they wen* prepared in any e\'ent to give to the 
( h>\'ernua‘nt their loyal suppta-t a.nd active 
eo-eperar ion “in any steps which wcaihl have 
the (*lT(‘(*t of st'curing to the nation the fulh'st 
possibh* f)utput of ships.” Subs(‘(|uent ly, ne- 
got iat itms bet wei'u t lu‘se bodies and t he Clovern- 
ment authorities were oj)en<‘d up with good 
results. 

The composition of tlu* departments of tin* 
Admiralty (k*aling with nu*rchant construction 
continued to be the subject (d much discussion. 
On ^lareh LI the resigmvtion was announced 
of Sir William Rowan Thomson from the 
position of the Director of Auxiliary Ships’ 
Fngincs. The r(*asons which had prompted 
this r(*signation were descriln'd in a letter by 
Sir William, published in The Times of March IS. 


In the meantime “a Past President of the 
Chambt*r of Shipping ” returned to the 
charge, urging, in a letter to The Times ^ 
that the control of shipbuilding should bo 
placed in tlie hands of the industry itself 
througli tlie medium of a sliipbuilder of out- 
st araling ability and authority, who would 
“control with understanding and practical 
sympathy an industry the most technical and 
intricate, and a class of workmen the most 
tHrieii'nt and hardworking, but in some ri‘spects 
the most wayward and ditlicult to lead of any in 
the land.” The “Past President” proceeded: 

Siu*h u mini is Lord Pirrie, whom your Shippinj^ 
l’oiT.“'.poiuloul ill a moiiv'iit of inspiration nuMiliorifiii 
rocrnlly in yuur (■oIimm->. Lord Pirric is fur and away 
tho tii^gost mull in tin* shipiaiilding world, ffc has 
dona lh«‘ hiK^'O'^t things. Ki* is noted for got ling things 
doiio. Hf is luu* of our g^•lltl•'^t national assists at 
this jiiiicl urt‘, an<l it would In* nothing .short of ( riminal 
iicgligiuarc in Iht- prosout fri''iN not to (Uilist tin* sorvii’cs 
ol ^iK‘h a mun in coimoxion with tin* nation’s ,ship- 
IniililiiijL'. If Lord Pirrir, with hi'' iiuri vuIIimI oxp.u’iiuico 
uiid orgiini/.ing g.uiiiis, can l> • pr.wailod upon to^conic 
to his country’s aid at (h “ present moment and to tuke 
eoiilrol of till* industry, Irei* from ollienil iiiterferi'iiei' of 
any kind -as Sir Josejih Miii'lav, the Shipfiing Con- 
troller. one of till* out standing siieecsses of the (loverii- 
iiient, is fre(» from such I'ontrol tlieu we shall ,suej‘(»('d 
III making good our los,s4*s with th* least p()ssi))le d ‘lay. 
Hut if neither Lord Pirrii* nor any other fifaeli<*al ship- 
hnilder of outstanding alality and anihority givi'ii 
tall eveeiitive power to haiidlo the diniciiltics of t lie 
siliialion \iith insight and sympathy, no shiilllmg of 
the ollieial »*ards, sueh as lui" heeii palmed (»fT upon iis 
in the past, will .save the euiintry from a humiliating 
and irreparahlu disusUu. 

A mimber of important poiut.s were raised 
in the following passngi* • 

1 refrain from euli-ring info siieh ({iie'.tions as to 
wlietlau’, and to what e.vtcuil, if aii\ . ih* iiil roduet ion 
ot the so-oalk*d “ -landard ship " lia- eont ri hated to the 
delay III output although I may remark in passing 
that Lord Pirrie’s (irm, who had no ri-sponsilahl y for 
the ini roduet ion of this ty|)* of ship, tiirni*d out the /irs| 
standard ship in " rcem-d ” time; whether the altera- 
tion and realteratioii ol plans and speeitieations after 
they hail been passi'd havi* had u disturbing and demora- 
Ir/.ing iiifluenee on both '•hiphuilders and their workmen ; 
whether merehani ships on the stocks have t)eeu starved 
of men, while thiu-e has Ixmui iio laek of lahour for w'lir- 
ship w'ork ; or whether labour whii-h wuis liadly needed 
in ]uivate yards to aeei'lerate present output has been 
"((iiamlereil in laying out and e<|uip|>ing the national 
sliipyarils, whieh. w'hatevi'r they m ly do in the future, 
eaii have no imiiUMliati' etf.MU on the position. .All 
ihe-e ami similar ipiestioiis. w’hieh uro only phases of 
the main broad problem, w\mld tind their tru** per- 
spective when left to lie dealt with by a eompeteiit 
praetieal Minister of .Merchant Shiphiiililiiig like Lord 
Pirrie, who combines aihninisirutive eapaeity. teehiiieal 
ability, and, last, but not least, courage, and resource. 
'I’he'-e an* the iiualities wbieh are es.'^eiitial at this crisis 
ill tin* nation’s history. 

On Marcli 18 it w’a.s .stated in The Times 
that the* a|)puintniciit of Lord Pirrie to diVect 
shipbuilding in this country would shortly b(i 
announced, and an account of his extraordinarily 
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successful career was published. Tlie appoint- 
inent was oflicially aiiiioiiucetl by the First 
I^ord of the Admiralty in a statenuMit of out- 
standing importance mrule in the House of 
Commons on March 20. Lord Pirrie, it was 
explain(‘d, was to have tlie title of Controller- 
Ceneral of Mereliaiit Shipbuilding, and was t<) 
assume responsibdity for the output of iiK'reliant 
tonnage. An Controller-OcMieral he was to be 
invited to attend meetings of the Hoanl of 
Admiralty and of th(^ Maintenance Committee* 
of the Board when matters of mi^rcantile ship- 
building were discussed. While tlu^ Controller- 
<ileneral was to be directly responsible to the 
First herd, the latter liad asked tlie Frime 
Minister to make it one of tlu* terms of liis 
appointment that u])on all (piesth>ns in which lu^ 
h'lt that the iubTcsts of merchant ship-build- 
ing were coneerned, he should have dirc'ct acc(‘ss 
to th(^ Prime Minister and tlie War Cabinet. 

Shoitly afterwards fhc mcinfa'rs of tlu‘ 
Shipbuilding Adxisory (’omwil infornuHl the 
Admiialty (^mti’ollcr that, uhilc they desired 
as l(‘a<ling memliers of the shipbuihling aial 
cngiin(‘riug tiadi's to continue to place* tla'ir 
.s('rvic('s unre‘S(‘i'\(‘dly at the* disposal of the* 
First l;(»rd and ( \ait r<jll<*r-(lc?u‘ral for M(‘rchant 
Shipbuilding, (hey fedt that the existence* of 


the Council might have* the* elT(*(*t of limiting 
l^u’d Piriie’s fre*e'ele>m e^f ae'tion. rh(*y then;- 
fore t(*ndere'd their resignations. 'Tlu* Admiralty 
publicly acknowledged the gre*at elebt which 
the country e)we'd to the* nu*mbe*rs for the* 
\aluable advice* and assistam*(* tlu'V had gi\M*n 
during the* whole time* that tlie (Vameil !iad 
bee'll in t'xistence, anel tln*y “ gratefully ae- 
<*epted thc'ir e*onlial olh'r of continu(*el e*o- 
e^peration.” 

Lore! Pirrie* brought ue) staff of his e)wn to 
the Aelmii'alty, but (ainl this was bound to be* 
mue*h more* valuable*) just the* right e'eanbinat ion 
e.)f ke*e*nne*ss, prae*tie‘al knowh'elge* of the* highe‘st 
eerelcr, and admit te*il gie'at e>rg»mi/ing abilitie*s. 
While* he* re‘pi‘esenteil a gr<‘at (juieke'uing 
iidlue*nce*, it was unde'istood that he* fully 
re*e*ogui/.e<l the* e'xce'lle'iice* of muedi of the* weak 
leaig eleaie* by x ai’ieais elepar t me iit s eif the* Ael- 
iniralty Ce>id rolle*r's Olhee*, w hie-h hail be‘(‘n 
(‘all(*el upe>n tei de‘al wit h many ne*w, e-omplie ate el, 
and highly impeatant pi’oble>ms arising emt (*f 
the* responsibility fe>i‘ e*onst rued ion, and, in 
ele*aling with lhe*m, bad had many diirie'ult ie‘s 
to e)Ve*re*ome*. 

'Pile* full stat(*me‘nt of the* First Lead was in 
a.e*<*(a’elane*e‘ with a preanise* made* by the* (le>\'e*rn- 
me*nt, in re'ply te) re‘pe‘ate*el epu'stioiis, that 
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figures of tonnage losses would given. 
The facts were to be givcui in ojdor to enable 
th#' workers to realize that the effort they were 
called tipon to niak(^ was absolutely vital to the 
country. 'Phe First Lord was supported in the 
Ifouse of Coniinons on Marclx 20 by the Prime 
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The Output of Merchant Ship- 
building for March amounted 
to 161.674 Tons, ec|ual to 
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Minister, and a crowded House followed the 
.speecli with anxious attention. 'Phcrc was no 
iloubt that tlio nation had at last come to 
realize the supreme importance of the subject 
whi(‘h was to be dealt with by the First J-.ord. 
It wanted to know the whole truth and then, 
there w'ns no doubt, the maximum effort would 
be forthcoming. The tonnage ipiestion really 
affected the life of every man. w<»man and 
chilli in the country. 

Sir Kric (Jedde.«‘s pi'rcentagc's wen* at first 
a little difficult to follow, but he stateil that 
details would be published in a White Paper. 
'Phis was i.ssued on the following tlay and 
contained a very gn'at ileal of information. 
It was certainly one of the most important 
documents issued during tlie war, and two 
charts which accompanied it are ivpnTilueed 
in this chapter. In the eoui-se of his speech 
the Fu’st Lord desciibed and defended the 


work of the Controller's Department, and 
laid stress on the importance of repair work. 
I'herf^ had been .an enormous increase, he 
declared, in the output of repaired tonnage. 
“ A central organization,” he explained, “ w as 
created in the summer of 1017, and the increase 
in tlie average weekly output of repaired 
merchant tonnage in February, 1918, as 
compared with August, 1917, is 80 p€^r cent. — 
an increased repair output of 09 merclxant ships, 
representing no less than 237,000 tons per week 
ill the lati*r months. This repair figure cannot 
b<* too clearly graH]3ed and understood. Tn 
February w'e completed repairs to merchant 
craft at an average of 100 ships per week, 
repr«*sentiiig mori* than half a million tons.” 
He pointed out that in order to consider 
correctly and adequately the tonnage situation, 
it was nec(\ssary to consider together throe main 
factors : (J) Patrol and other craft to destroy 
submarines and to safeguard ships at sea; (2) 
salvage and repair to damaged ships ; (3) 
building of new merchant ships. He recalled 
that memh(*rs in all parts of the House, the 
Pr(*ss, and the public Ijad urgisl the Govern- 
ment to pulilish the facts, bc‘cause these w’<*re 
needed to dispel ignorance and to quicken 
imagination, so that the country, ineliuliiig th(* 
mast4Ts and men, should thoroughly realize' 
the position. He announced that figures of 
output would Ix' given monthly and that 
returns of tonnage sunk would in future be 
published ijuarterly. 

Tin' first of the montlily statements showing 
till* progress of merehant shipbuilding was 
issued on April 3, and showed the tonnage of 
merchant vessels comjilcted in the Ibiitcd 
Kingdom yards, and entered for service during 
the mouth of March, 1918, conqiared with 
preceding jieriods. This very interesting state- 
ment w as as follow s ; — 



(Van- 

Year 

Com- 

Month. 

plot ions. 

1 ‘nding. 

plot ions. 


< Jros-, 

•* 

Gross 

1017. 

toii>. 

1917. 

tons. 

Maroh... 

118,090 

Marrli 31 

092,225 

April ... 

09.7 1 1 

April 39 

749,314 

May ... 

09.773 

May 31 

773.1 10 

.Inna ... 

109,817 

June 30... 

833,803 

.Inly ... 

83.07.3 

July 31 

80.3.147 

A unjust 

102,000 

.Auj^ust .31 

928,4 70 

Septciulx*!' 

0.3,150 

September ,30 ... 

957.185 

Ootoljor 

148.309 

October 31 

1, 045.03(1 

Xoveinlw?!' 

158.820 

Xoveml3er 30 ... 

1.13.3.330 

D<*c©«ilx‘r 

112,480 

December 31 ... 

1,10.3,474 

1918. 


1918. 

W 

.lanuary 

58,508 

.lamiary .31 

1,17.3.953 

February 

.. 100,038 

February 28 ... 

1.194..340 

March. . . 

101,674 

March 31 

1,^37.51.5 
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This statement was accompanied by a 
little comment by the Controller-Clencral 
of Merchant Shipbuilding, the first oHicial 
statement to be issued by l^ord IMrrie, to the 
effect that the figures for March, 161,074 tons, 
constituted a “ i-ecord,’* aiul demonstrated that 
the workers had taken to heart the anxiety 
caused by the comparatively low output of 
January and Kebruary. It was added that 
the men in the shipyards wore working loyally 
to maintain the increased output of tonnage. 

A regular campaign of publicity was then 
organized by the Ministry of Information for 
the Admiralty, 'rhis took the form of calls 
to patriotism in the local Pnsss and by posters 
in tlie shipyard areas, by addresses at the yard 
gates by sailors who had taken part in naval 
tights and by Labour Members of Parliament, 
and stimulating messages at the cinematograph 
theatres. A very striking poster was issued 
immediately the March output was known, 
pointing out that tiu* output for March 
amounted to 161,674 tons — a “record,” and the 
equivalent of 32 ships of 6,000 tons but it 
was added that the slupyard work(‘rs could 
and would prevent the Huns f»*om starving the 
nation. Another |K)stcr to the shipyard 
workers reproduced part of Sir J3ouglas Haig’s 
famous Special Order to the Rritish Army in 
France and Flanders, published in the United 
Kingdom on April 13, in wliich he dcelar(*d 
that “ the safety of our homes, and the freedom 
of mankind depend alike u|)on the conduct 
of each one of us at this critical moment.” 
'Fhe poster pointed out ” the nu?ssnge applies 
<‘qually to the whole nation, each one of us 
included, you and each one of yt)u. I’he vc'ry 
existence of our gallant armies and the very 
<*xistenceof the nation itself depends on ships - 
sli ps to carry supplies to the Army, ships to 
fight with, ships to bring food to the nation, 
l^he nation know's that you w'ill do your bit 
and give her the ships.” Another innovation 
w’as a decision tf) include in the weekly pay- • 
sheets photographs of scenes at the front, 
similar to th(‘ pictures long issued with certain 
brands of cigarettes. On the backs of these 
photograplis w’ere messages to the w'orkers. One 
such message on the back of a photograph of “ ti 
full-time w’orkeruM^xe trencht's ” read: “ If ‘ full- 
time ’ and ‘ a good day’s w^ork for a good day’s 
pay ’ are the watchwords in our shipyards, the 
Hun pirates will 1:^ defeated.” The adminis- 
tration of this hif/fBy important campaign was 
placed ih charge of Mr. VVareham f:*mith. 


After the opening of the gront Oerman 
offensive on the Western Front at tlu* end of 
March a diivct apiieal was made by Lord Firrie 
to the shipyard workers, in which he point(*<l 
out that the offensive h.ad thrown an inrroas(Ml 
burden on the shipping rcsourees of <;r(‘at 
Britain and her Allies. Fnormously increased 
luimbei’s of nu*n and supplies of munitions had 
to be transported to France not only from this 


"Full Time 

ANO 

A good 
day^s Work 

day s pay 

AR&THE ^ 

wal^chwords 

IN OUR 

Shipyards. 

THE 

Hun Pirates 

WILL BE 

Defeated 


ONE OF THE CARDS ISSUED WITH 
PAY-SHEETS IN THE SHIPYARDS. 

country but also from the United Stall's. In 
these conditions the workers vve/e asked to 
redouble the splendid efforts already made 
and thus to take an almost direct part in 
countering the enemy offensive 

There W’as a good deal of discussion throiigli- 
out the year respi'cting the principle of 
standardization, and there was some criticism 
oil the part of builders of its adoption, d’he 
ease for its adoption was, however, put very 
strongly by Sir (Jeorge Carter at a. minding of 
the Institution of Naval Architects held in 
Loudon at the end of Mareh, and by Sir William 
Rowan Thomson in a letter to The, TIfnes 
published on March 36. 

Sir (Jeorge (’arter pointed out that the 
standard ships, though not all of the same type, 
hail many features in common. For instance, 
.similar sets of engines could be fitti d in shif)s of 
different ty|H^s, so that apart from tlie larger 
number built of each type, there was a still 
larger nurnbi;r into each of which a given set 
of engines could be placed. It might ha])peri 
that either hull or machinery might be com- 
pleted in one yard ahead of the other, and then 
the machinery originally intended for one ship 
could be transferred to another, no matter 
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SALVAGE WORK ON A TORPEDOED STEAMER : RIGGING A PUMP. 


whoro was hoing built. Such rc-arrangc- 
incuts wcr(‘ of great assist anco in preventing, 
on the oiu^ hand, congestion of engine works, 
and on the other (hdays to vessels through the 
machinery being behindhaiLd. Further, the 
auxiliaries and fittings, including forgings and 
castings, being alike in vessels of each type, 
could be ordered in large nuinbers from the 
sam*^ makiT and used in any ship or ships ready 
to receive them. Sir George pointed out that 
the contention that if builders had been allowed 
to [)ro(;eed in tlwMr own way and to their own 
design the output of ships would have ‘been 
greater than it was under standardization 
woul(i not bear examination wlien the facts 
were considi'red impartially, ddiere was im* 
doiibtedly delay in the production of standard 
ships, the chief cause at one time being shortage 
of steel. (Another n^ason was the* conversion 
of a number of vessels originally designed as 
ordinary cargo steamers into oil-tank v’es.sels. 
owing to, the First J^ord had explained in the 
House of Commons, “the disproportionate 
loss of tank tonnage.” j If, Sir George Carter 
contended, each builder had been allowed to 
proceed ^^■ith his own type or types of ships 
this delay would hav'e been greater, os, in 
tuldition to not getting the amount of steel 


required, th(> multitudinous sections necessary 
would have caused great tlelay in rolling at 
the steel mills, the output of which was much 
increased by the simplification of sections in 
the standard ships. 

Sir William Rowan Thomson declared that 
to obtain the maximum rate of output of any 
article, oven of hulls and engines, from a group 
of csta>)lishments, it was necessary that these 
articles should be exact duplicates in every 
respect, and no deviation in detail should be 
permitted. Any delay in the rate of outi)ut 
while the change was being made from indi- 
vidual to standard construction was only of 
vf^ry short duration, and applied only to the 
first of the new series. Once the yards were 
♦ started on a new design they very quickly 
overtook any such delay and obtained their 
usual rate of output. Absolute fidelity on the 
part of all liull and engine buiklers in following 
the stamlard pattern was. he maintained, 
necessary to ensure interchangeability, for 
even a very slight deviation on tlie part of 
either the htill or engine builder frequently 
interfered with this interchangeability and 
ca\ised delay. 

Interesting facts became known respecting 
Die progress made with the “fabrication” 
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SALVAGE WORK ON A TORPEDOED STEAMER: THE VESSEL PARTLY RAISED. 

The salvaj^e tug is seen alongside. 


''f shi[)s ill the I'liittnl As Hiipplics 

of stofl and labour incrca^iMl and promised a 
margin ov’or and abovo ilio roquinanonls of 
tho existing controlled shi])yards, the idea 
of standardization was carri<Hl a stage 
further, and fabrication, or “super-stan- 
dardization,” was decided upon. As all 
shipbuilding yards, engine factories, and 
boiler shops were largely occupied with stan- 
dard ship work, the idea was to make use of 
otlier industiial establishment s in inland centres 
doing work closely n^soinbling shipbuilding 
and marine engineering. Among these works 
were the bridge -building yards and land 
engine factories. Every i)art of the completf* 
?hip could be fabricated in inlaial (establish- 
ments near steel mills, and c(^uld be trans- 
ported by ordinary menus to the coast. With 
all the slips in private yards filled, it W'as 
necessary to hiok elsewhere for sites for ass(*m- 
bling yards. The national shipyards on the 
Bristol Channel were laid out for this purfiosc? 
and private undertakings of the same character 
were projected with the concurrence of the 
Admiralty. The labour available, the bulk of 
which was unskilled, was being trained in the 
use of pneumatic riveters and caulking tools. 


and was b(‘ing mack' suflicic'ntly ('xpc'ii t.o put 
th(' assiunbled fabricat'd shi|)s togi'tht'r. It 
was maintaiiuKl that in tin* stricti'st possible 
sense of the term the output of fabric'at'd 
shijis was to b(' additional to Ihe output of 
ordinary tonnag(\ for it. involved no inti'r- 
ference eitlu^r with the contract industry or its 
suppli(^s of labour and materials. '^Fhe State’s 
fabricated ships enterprise inenMised the 
tonnage output by tapping new sourcuvs which 
w'ere inaccessible or impossible to the ])rivat(^ 
shipbuilder. Another important (k'velopment 
w^is the use of ri'inforei^d (!oncn*t(* for the 
construction of mercantih* tonnage, much 
progress being made with the de-vc'loiaiK^nt of 
this id('a in the United Kingdom, t h<* rnit(‘d 
State's and S(;andinavia. 

In a speech on Maixdi t> t lu* First herd had 
declared that “to reach an ultimate produe- 
ti(jn at th(‘ rate of :M>hbdK)() tons p(*r annum 
was, he was advised, w'cll within the present 
and prospeetiv'c capacity of tht* sliipliuilding 
yards and engineering shops, but that thesis 
results could not be obtained unless th ^ maxi- 
mum output was given in <w(‘ry shifiyard and 

marine engineering shop by everyone conci'rncM I .” 

This statemrnt was reproduc(’*d in the White 
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l*a|jer, with the qualification tliat the actual 
iiiaxitnurn output would be 1,800,000 tons. 
Jt was therefore with nothing less than this 
amount and a gradual H|X^etling up to a pro- 
duction at the rate of 3,000,000 tons that thc^ 
c'ountry could be satisfied. Jt was to this task 
that tJie shipyards set themselves, and with 
r)rganization at the' top at last obviously 
<*fficient, and with a new spirit of enuilation in 
the shipyards, encouraged by the enthusiasm 
in the United States to assist the Allied cause 
by tlie rapid construction of tonnage, the 
omens in the early spring months were more 
favourable than they had ev'cr been. 

It was certain that there was no room for 
anything but the exercise of the utmost good- 
will on the part of all concerned in the building 
of tonnage and the putting forth of the greatest 
possible efTort. So long as the facts \\'<‘re 
withheld, there w'as some rensrai for the with- 
holding of the supreme effort. Employers 
found tlit'ir industry State*conlrolle<l in a way 
that must ha\e oft(*n seemed irksome to 
mc‘n who had reluvl on their own itxlividual 
judgment and enterprise in flu^ past, and ha<l 
been amply justified in the rf‘sults. Ship- 
biiilfling is laborious, exposed and exhausting 
work, and only the absolute necessity of the 
nation could steel the employees, who w’ere 
able to earn in fewer working hours far mor<^ 
than they had ever reeeiNe<t in time of peace, 
to bearing the real .and prolongetl stjain that 
maximum production imposed. The Atl- 
mirulty poiiitt'd out in the W'hite I*aper ulrea<ly 
mentioned that as long as the publication of 
figures of tonnage losses and construction 
would encourage the enemy .and stimulate his 
eneigies in a tlangei’ous direction, they hud 
not been able to agree to publication. Jliit the 
figures published in March, 1918, would not. 
they declared, encourage the enemy, and they 
rt'cognizcHl that the policy of silence had Jiad 
the serious defect that it faileti sufficiently to 
inipr«>ss upon the people tliM vital necessity for 
individual and united effort on their part to 
make good the losses caused by enemy sub- 
marines. They as.serted that the results of 
1917 had shown the ability of Jlritish seamen 


to get upon terms with the .submarine menace 
and gradually to gain the upper hand, 
although the results ha<l Ix'eii achieved in 
spite of an imperfect knowledge of a new and ^ 
barbarous method of warfare and of a scarcity 
of suitable material. Our material resources 
for this form of warfare w^ore, it was pointed 
out, already improv'ed and were being rapidly 
augmented, while .science was placing at our 
disposal means of defence and offence of w'hich 
(ve hafl b4»en in need. The recent produc- 
tion of new tonnage hatl, after making even 
the. most geiK-roiis allowance for w^eather 
eoiiditioiis, fallen so much below the output 
in the last (juarter of 1917 that, if improven\ent 
w'ere not speedily made, the point wdiere pro- 
duction balanced losses would be ]>ost])oned to 
a dangerous extent, and even when that point 
was reaehe»l we should still have to make good 
the losses of the past. It w’ms added that a 
rapid and eontimioiis 'inerea.se in the output 
of merchant tonnage! wouM ine\'itably follow 
the united efforts of all engaged in merchant 
shipbuilding in this country. 

Signs were not wanting that these efforts 
were immediately forthcoming. 'Fhe North- 
F'.ast coast elialleiiged tla* Clyde to com- 
petitions in rapid production, and the .Ad- 
mirrdty was kfiown to be .at work on plans foi- 
stimulating o««tput by competitive work. 
Jlelfast, with its t)Ientiful labour resources, 
eontinu€‘d to produce magnineeiit results. 
Tli»‘ eomp<*titi\e .sjiirit could not fail tt) make 
its strong appeal to tlu< sporting instincts of 
British num ami women, while colouring all 
the competition between the British centres was 
the knowledge that the British workers were 
fighting the emany as finely in their own way 
as the men who attacked Zeebrugge on St. 
(Jeorge’a Day, 1918, in the dashing enterprise 
ilevised to block the chaiuu'l through which 
(Jerman submarines ]>asHi.nl in and out of one 
of their principal nests. No one who knew 
the quality of the brains now directing opera- 
tions and the stamina of the w’orkers doubted 
the effectiveness of the reply to l>e mode by 
the British shipyards to the enemy’s brutal 
an<l absolutely ruthless campaign at .sea. 


END OF VOLUME FIFTEEN. 
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Chile : British Government j)n'- 
sent submarines to, 15 ; 
economic position, 15, 10; 
neutrality, 24, 25, breaches 
of, 19, British violation and 
apology, 25 ; opinion in, 
3, 4 

dynes. Air. J. R. : appointeil 
Parliamentary Seeivtary to 
Ministry of Food, 200 ; 
work at Ministry of Food, 
279 

(\)jeul River, German defences, 
• 49 

Col de romiiierieux ; Germans 
gain, IS5; Fi’cneh retake, 
188 ; German attempt to 
recover, Aug., 1917, 395 
Collard, Alaj.-Gen. A. S., Deputy 
Controller for Auxiliary 


Shipbuilding, 444, criti- 
cisms of, 44.5 

Cuba, declares war on Germany, 
30 

Currie, Gen. : in eommand of 
(Canadians at Lens, 385, 
386, 388 ; congratulated by 
(ien. Sir D. Haig on Cana- 
dian successes at Lens, 391 
Curzon, Lord, on number of 
V.C.’s and other awards 
i.s.sued, Oct., 1917, 217 ; on 
tonnage output, 442 
Czernin, Count, inteollusion with 
Count Hertling as to reply 
to President Wilson, 309 


D 

Daram Strasse, 78, 79; fighting 
in, 95 

Dernbiirg, Herr : on Canada and 
t he Alonroe Doctrine, 5 ; 
eulogy of the German people, 
318 

Devonport, Lord : appointed 
Food (yontroller, 255 ; n‘sig. 
nation, 257 

Djemal Pasha, Commander-in- 
Chief in Syria, 1.50 
Douve, British cross the, 100 
Drie (irachten bridgelu‘.ad : 
Franeo-British prei)arations 
to capture, 354; G(‘rman 
defences round, 363, 364 
Droeourt-Queant line, (Jermans 
completing, 42, .59 
Duff, Gen. Sir Beauchamp, 
failure in AlesopotamiaCam- 
paign, 123, 124 


E 

Ecuador : opinion in, 4 ; severs 
relations with (Jermany, 30 
Ekron, British take, 166 
El Alughar, Battle of, 16,5 
Enemy Trading “ Black List,” 
institution of the, 12, 13 
Enver Pasha, in .Jerusalem, 168 
Erzberger, Herr, German Social- 
ist : attack on the Govern- 
ment, July. 1917, 296, 297 ; 
on political signitieaneo of 
the strikes, Feb., 1918, 314 
Essen, French bomb munition 
works at, 194 

Et Tineh junction, Australians 
capture, 165 


Falkenhayn, Gen. von : in 
Syria, 145 ; in .Terusaleni, 
169 

Ferrero, Lieut. -Gen. G., issues 
proclamation guaranteeing 
Italian Protectorate of Al- 
bania, June, 1917, 402, 403 
Flensburg Trench, French attack 
and capture, 190-194 
Floundi, drifter, *in tight in 
Otranto Straits, Alav, 1917, 
219 

Foeh, Gen., reverts to strategy 
of ‘‘ limited offensives,” 182 
Fontaine-lez-Croisillea ; British 
progres-s, 47 ; failure at, 50 


Food Control and Rations, in 
Great Britain, 253-288 
Fortuin, British reverse near, 
371 

Fresnoy, British advance on, 
53, attack, 55 ; Germans 
retake, 66 

Fi*ezenherg, German forts round, 
343 

Friedberg, Herr, appointed Vice- 
President of the Prussian 
Ministry, 305 

Froidment Farm, lighting at, 
202 

G 

Gallois, Sergt., French aviator, 
exploits of, 194 

Gallwitz, Gen. von : in com- 
mand at Verdun, June, 

1917, 184; attempt to re- 
cover the Col de Pomme- 
rieux, Aug., 1917, 395 

Gapaard, 78; Australians eaj)- 
ture, 105 

Gath, British eiitc'r, 1 03 
Gavrelle, British cayiture, 45, 46 
Gavrelle - Fontaine-lez-Croisilles, 
Battle of, 41 -.50 

Gaza: British feint attack de- 
feated, 1917, 150; British 
occupy, Nov., 1917, 160; 
Turkish defeneoa in, 148 ; 
Turkish evacuation, Nov., 
19L7, L59; Umbrella Hill 
attacked by British, 154 
Geddes, Sir E. : appointed ('On- 
troller of the Navy, 443 ; 
Member of the Board of 
Admiralty, 444 ; suedeoda 
Sir E. Carson at Admiralty, 
July, 1017, 445 ; discloses 
shipping output e-dl losses. 
Mar., 1918, 460 ; on oulyiut 
of tonnage. Dee.. ItlH, 448, 
449 ; on shipbuilding la- 
bour, Alar., 1918, 449, 450 
George V., King : on ea])turo of 
Jerusalem, 174 ; visit to 
the Front, July, 1917, 207 
German Army : Artillery, re- 
organization at Third Battle 
of Ypres, 333 ; I*an-German 
yiropagunda in, 303 
German (h’own Prince : in com- 
mand at Verdun, 184, 
attacks, June, 1917, 185; 
attends (*rown Council, July 
11, 1917, 297 ; part played 
in fall of Bethmanii Holl- 
weg, 298 

German Navy, ” Alutiny ” at 
Wilhel mslia veil, Aug.. 1917, 
304 

Germany: Aug., 1916-Feb., 

1918, 289-32f ; chauvinism, 

growth of, 316, 317 ; crime, 
increase of, 315 ; Crown 
Councils held, July. 1917, 
297 ; economic situation, 
winter, 1917-18, 314-316; 
Fatherland Party, activities 
of, 317, 318 ; Finanecf 

iluetuations of the mark, 
316; War Loans, results 
of lirst seven, 315 ; food, 
control, breakdown of the, 
314, 315 ; rationing experi- 
nient.s, 285-287 ; n d notion 
of bread ration, 310; Im- 
perial Chancellorship, Beth 
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mann Hollweg's reyitfie and 
fall, 291-298, Mioharlis's 
appointment, 298, in office, 
299-306, Count Hcrtling 
appointed, Nov., 1917, 306 ; 
Ministry, HerrZiinrncrmann 
succeeds Herr von *Iagow, 
291 ; naval “ mutiny ” at 
Wilhelmshavon, Aug., 1917. 
304 ; Pan-(k^rnian ])ropa- 
ganda in, 317 ; “ peace 

offen-sive ” continued, 293 ; 
peace policy, Ilertling'.s 
rt^ply to President Wilson 
quoted, dan., 1918, 308. 
309 ; Prussian franchise. 
Easter Rescript quoted, 29"), 
“ reforms,” 293, 298, “ Re- 
form ” Bills introduced, 
Nov., 1917, 308, Kaiser's 
rescript, July, 1917, quoted, 
297 ; Reichstag, ” Consti- 
tutional Committee ’’ set 
up, 296, Erzberger crisis, 
July, 1917, 296, 297, Minis- 
terial changes, Aug., 1917, 
301, 302, Peace Resolu- 
tion,” July 19, 1917, 299- 
301, ” Peace Re.solution ” 
policy, Pan-(jlerman and 
Junker assault on, 303; 
Russian Revolution, atti- 
tude towards, 294 ; Ship- 
ping, Bill for Restoration 
of Mercantile Marine ])asscd, 
316 ; Socialists, (1onfer(‘nc<*s 
held in Berlin, S(‘pt., j^Olti, 
.I^n., 1917, 310, ” Majo- 

rity ” and ” Minority,” 310, 
” Minority ” Socialists’ 
alleged implication in naval 
” mutiny,” 302, negotiations 
with the Russians, 310, 
“split,” Mar., 1916, 310; 
strikes, in Berlin, April, 
1917, 310, Jan., 1918, 313, 
314; submarine warfare, 
Bethmann Hollweg's Note 
quoted, 291 ; U.S.A. inter- 
vention, effect of, 290; 
U.S.A. declares war on, 292, 
293 

Gleneorso Wood : British re- 
verse, 356 ; German resis- 
tance at, 1917, 340 ; light- 
ing in, Aug., 1917, 3;55, 372, 
380, 384 

Godley, Gen., in command of 
II. Anzac Corps at Mes- 
sines, 91 

Gokhale, Mr. G. K., 113, 114 

Gorinelieu, British take, 39 

Gordon, Gen. Hamilton, in com- 
mand of IX. Corps at 
Mesaines, 91 

Gough, Gen. Sir Hubert ; bio- 
graphical, 334, 335 ; attack 
at Bullecourt, 55, 61 ; 5th 
Army moved to Flanders, 
208, operations in Flanders, 
July, 1917, 33.3, 3.35; 5th 
Army take Langemarck, 
367-369 ; reverse during 
Third Battle of Ypres, Aug.. 

. 19n. 370, 371 

GouraiK Gen. ; takes over 
cor ..nand of 4th Army, 189 ; 
on'ro.40 Moronvilliers heights, 
194-197 

Oowardea^ drifter, 6ght ifi the 
Strai^ of Otranto, May, 
1917, 218, 219 


Great Britain : Food, bread, 
State Subsidy for, 261, 263, 
control and rations. 253- 
288, Controllers appointed, 
255, 257, 258, hoarding pro- 
secutions, 283-285, Milling 
Order issued, 255, nn^at 
and butter cards, 278-280. 
meat rationing schemes, 
276-278, Ministerial ap- 
pointments, 260, prices, 
rise in, 25<), 257, 2.59, Pub- 
lic Meals Order issued, 255, 
revised, 257, 276, (|ueuc8, 
268-271, :;y6, rationing, 

effects of, 282, .scale of 
voluntary rations (table), 
268, standardized ninepenny 
loaf, 261, 263, sugar cards, 
264-267 ; Parliament's Vote 
of Thanks to Navy and 
Army, 217 

Greenland Hill : British ej(‘el 
Germans from, 69 ; British 
]>rogress, 47 ; tight at, 53, 
54 

Guatemala, sevens relations with 
Germany, 36 

Guema])]>c : British take, 45 ; 
retire from and retak«, 4/ 

Guillaumat, Gen. : in command 
of 2nd French Army at 
Verdun, 184 ; counter of- 
fensives at Verdun, July, 
1917, 187 ; prepares for 

Fourth Battle of Verdun, 
Aug., 1917, 395 

H 

Haase, Ht‘rr, forms “ Social 
Democratic Labour Union,” 
310 

Haig, Gen. Sir 1). : strategy on 
tho Western Front, 71, 72 ; 
plans for Ypres and Flan- 
ders, 1917, 76; original 
plan reverted to after Ni- 
velle’.s failure, 181 ; i.ssucs 
Army Order, Aug. 5, 1917, 
353 ; dia])atchc*s quoted. 
,37,3. 377, .385 ; on air tight - 
ing on Western Front, 43, 
44 ; on German .system tif 
defence, 329, 330 ; bn work 
of Canadians at Lens, 391 

Haiti, severs relations with 
Germany, 36 

Hannebeek Brook, lighting on 
the, 1917, 342 

Hardinge, Lord : Viceroy of 
Imlia, 113-122; elTorts 
against German intrigue in 
India, 116; leaves India, 

1 22 

Har Dyal, revolutionarv activi- 
ties of, 132, 1,34-136 

Hareira Redoubt, British cap- 
ture, 159 

Havrincourt Wood, British cap- 
ture ]»art of, .50 

Hc'hron, Welsh trooi)8 enter, 172 

Hedjaz, King of : see Mecca, 
Sherif of 

Helffcrich, Herr, criticism of, 
303 

Hell Farm, British storm, 99 

Henderson, Mr. Arthur ; advo- 
cato of Stockholm Confer- 
ence, 310 ; resigns office, 
312 


Herenthage Chateau : lighting 
round, 380; British .storm, 
Aug., 1917, 381 

Uermada : Austrian attack on. 
Sept,, 1917, 425 ; British 
monitors bombard, Ang., 
1917, 414; Italian ])ro- 
gress in region of, 413, 
414 

Hertling, Count: biogra])hical, 
307; refuse.s Imperial 
Chanccllorsliip, July, 1917, 
298; dealings with Rt'ielis- 
tag before accepting (Jian- 
eellorship, 305 ; at>pointed 
In1})crial Chancellor, Nt)v., 
1917, 306; policy of, 308, 
309 ; peace policy, rc])ly 
to Ih’csidiuit Wilson quoted, 
308, 309 

Hill 60: British capture. 94; 

German «l('fcnces of, 78 
Hill 70 (Lt)t)s) : Canadians cap- 
ture, Aug., 1917, 3.59, 360, 
retain, 385-389 ; strategi- 
cal importance of, 358 
Hill 304 (Verdun), lighting on, 
June, 1917, 185, 186 
Hindenburg, (hm. von : at 
Crown Couneil, July, 1917, 
297 ; telegram to Gi*rman 
Chane(‘llor quuU'd, Aug. 
5, 1917, 353 

Hindenburg Line : British break 
through near Bulle(M)urt, 
63, 65; German trench 

system on the, 59 
Hind(‘nbnrg Retreat, devasta- 
tion after, 38, 39 
Hobhs, Gen., in command of 
5th Aijstralian Division at 
Bullec'ourt, 62 

Holland, Sir T., Chairman of 
Indian Industrial Commis- 
sion, 132 

llollehekc : British take, 349 ; 
German counter attack, 
Aug., 1917, 3.53 

Holt, Mr. R. D., shi]) retpiisition- 
ing ease, Holt ik Maelay, 
438-44 I 

Honduras, severs relations with 
(Germany, 36 

Hooge, British take, 1917, 346 
Horne, Gen, : opi*rations at 
L(‘IM, 211-215; carries out 
raids in Lens sector, Aug., 
1917, 357 

HuJ, Yeomanry charge at, 161 
Hummer, Mr., Argentine Viec- 
(’onsiil at Dinan, shot by 
the Germans, 25 
Hurt<d)ise Farm, lighting at, 
199-200; Dragon’s Cave 
captured by French, 200 
Huysmans, M. (’aniilh*, Belgian 
Socialist, advocate of Stock- 
holm Conf(‘renec, 310 


Imperial War (^)nference, 1917, 
Indian delegate.^, 126 
Inchcape, Jxjrd : Presi(h‘nt of 
Cham her of S}iij)ping, 1918 ; 
on Sir J. Maelay’s rerpjisi- 
tioning scheme, 440 ; on 
slackness in shiobuilding 
yards, 453 

India during the War, 109-144 : 



408 


THE TJMES mSTOHY OF THE WAR. 


adn)ini»tnitioii and tin* 
Mesopotamia Cainpaign, 
123; All- Indian Mos- 
l(‘in J^eague founded, 1 14 ; 
J)elenee of India Act pass#* I, 
III); extremist aetivities 

in, 124; finnneial and in- 
dustrial proH|K*rity. 130- 
132; Finance, War J^oan, 
11)10, 120, 127 ; (Jerman 

intrigue in, I10-l!l<; (ier- 
^lan plots, 132-131^; (Ihoflr 
^llll^’ement, 134, 130, 137. 
131); (ierrnan <‘neonrag<*- 

inent of, 130, 137 ; Hard- 
inge V'ieeroyalty, 113-122; 
Imperial War ( V>nferene<‘, 
11)17, n*|)resentiiti vea at, 

12(5; in((‘rnal situation at 
outhn^ak of war, 110 ; 
f^ahore eonspirocy trials. 
135 ; military effort of, 

IIS, 122; native* elisturh- 
anees in, 134-130; Neiith- 
\\i*st freintie*!- ineielents, 113, 
141 ; Pan-lalamio ])ropa- 

ganela, 117; pe)litie*s in, 
110-110, 121, 122; refe.rm 
'-eheine'H l>y l^)rel (3ie‘lms- 
leird, 124, 120; Turkish 

de*elaratiejn eif war, e*ffee( 
in. 139, 140 

Indian Fxpeditionarv Feiiee*, 
ns, 119 

“ Infantry Hill " • llritisli take, 
57, 200, 209; <h*rmans 

e-aptun* aelvanewel enitpeists 
at, .Inly, 1917, 320 
Inverness (\)pse* : Britiah ente'r, 
.3SI ; lighting reninel. 1917, 
340, 3S0, Ausf., 1917. 372, 
37.3, 383, 3S4; (ieiinan 

resistane’e* at, 1917, 340 
Ii igoye*n, l*reside*nt of Aive’utina, 
atliluele* e»f, 27-29 ; rela- 
tieiiiH with ('ount Lnxhuri;. 
21 . 22 

lse)ii/,o ; Hattie* etn the. Aug., 
1917, 41 1 ; Itilians cross 
hetwe'e'u 're>lmine) anel An- 
he)vo. .Vug,, 1917, 411 
Italian Army : Se‘e*e)ml .Vrrny's 
aelvanee on Hi\insi//a 
Plateau, 410 ; 3’hird .Vrrny 
on the* Far.se>, 42.7 . '* pai’i- 
‘ist *' propaeganda in the*, 103 
Italian ()ff(*fisive* ed" .1 uly-Sept.. 
1917. 397-432; elisasireuis 
e‘ffee*ts e)f Kussiail ee^llapse*. 
432 ; e)pe*tung 'if t he*. III; 
Austrian ele*fe‘nee* e)n San 
(iahrie'le*. Se*]>t. 1917, 4 20- 
422; Italiare ea])ture‘s. 420, 
127 ; shentage* of guns in. 
129 : we>rk e>f British he>wit- 
/<‘r.s iluring the. 420; re*- 
snlts eff. 429-432 
Italv ; Alhanian preeela rnatieui, 
.Inne*. 1917. e'litieisms of, 
403; mililarv situation. 
.Inne*. 1917, e lte-ets e.f Itus- 
sian ee>lla])se* on, 40.7 ; pro- 
pe»sal to Allies for jeiiiit 
eifTe*nsiM. on Italian Front, 
400 ; “ pae'itist '* preipa- 

gaiula in. 404; peelitie-al 
situatietn. .Inne, 1917. lOl- 
104 

l/./' t Be*y ; (le)Ve‘rne)r eif .Ie*ni- 
sale*?n, 1(»9; ele‘stre>ys te*h*- 
graphie inst ruine nts in .le rn- 
salern, 174 


.laeksoii. Hear-Adm., in ee)Tn- 
matid of naval e>pe*rutions 
e>ff (ia/.a, 150 

.jageew'. Herr yon, retire*s from 
Foreign ()ttie*c*, 290 
.Ji h'nik, full of, Aug., 1917. 412 
.le*rusale*m, (’ajiture eef, 1 4.7- 1 SO ; 
Austro-(h*nnaii e\ aeuation 
e>f, 109; Briti.sh advanee 
eui, I OK 174, enter. Dee, 
1917, 174; events ]jn - 

e*eding Britisli oeeupation, 
108, 109^ (ie‘ii. Alh*nl)v s 
e ntry into, 175, 177 ; atti- 
tuele of Vatican and (lermun 
('athe)lies towards British 
oeeupation, 180 

.leines, Mr. Kenneely, resigns 
Diree ten's hip e»f Fe)e»d Feei- 
noiny, 201 

.Ie)])pa (.laffa), Briti.sh e)eeiipv, 
108 

.lowe'tt, Mr. F. W., ea]>tureel 
hy National Seamen anel 
Fireme'irs rnion, 312 
.luelean Hill.«, lighting in the*, 
109-171 

K 

Kaiser. Tln‘ : )Mihlishe*s Easte r 
Keseript e»n frane*hise re*- 
ten rii, 295 ; '* r'*forms ' 

Be'seript e|ue)teel, 297 ; at 
(7'o\vn Founeils. .Inly, 1917. 
297 ; e*nle)gy hy He*rr .Max 
Bewer e|ue»ted, 318 ; in- 
trigues in India, 110. 117; 
me'ssage* to Prinea* Bup- 
pree htem Battle* eef (Javre*lle*. 
Fe)ntaiiie*-le* 7 .-('re>isllle*s, .70 ; 
teh'gram le> Hindenhurg. 
lighting e)n We'stern Fremt, 
.Inly, 1917, 207 ; adelresses 
elepiitiitions from Sixt ve)n 
Arriiin s treiojm in F!ande‘rs, 
Aug. 22, 1917. 379 
Katrah, Battle* e)f, 105 
l\e*ppe l. Sir (J, H..- 144 
Ke*nny, .Maj. (te*mp. Lieut. -(7)1. ) 
W. I)., appe>inte*el .Military 
(Je)verne)r e)f (Ja/.a, 100 
Khiiweilfeh, British eapt lire. 1.78 
Korite*-Sele) line, Italians carry 
.Vustrian line, .Vug. 1917, 
413 

Ke>rte*ke*e*r Inn, Fre*neh take. 339 
Ke)stanjevie*a- Keirite line. .Vus- 
trian attae k.s on the*, 125 
Kre'.ss vein Kresse*nste*in. (Je*n. ; 
in eommanel e»f Turki.sh 
Army in Se)uthern Palevstiiu*, 
1.70; evacuates (Jaza, l.7t) ’ 
Kiild matin. He*rr vein : elis- 
aveiwal e>f (’enint Luxhurg, 
22; sueeee'ds Herr Zim- 
mer matin as Foreign Se*ert*- 
tary. .Vug., l‘)17. 302; eni 
re* ply te» the Peijie's Pe‘aec 
Ne»ti*. 302 

Kuryet <*' Enah. British at. 170 

L 

La Basse Ville : British ea])tuie* 
of anel (Jerman eounte*r 
attack on, duly, 1917, 327 ; 
New Zealanders capture. 
349 


La Bovcile Sjiur, fighting on, 
200 

l..affaux Mill, fighting round, 
2()2 

Laffert, (Jen. von, in command of 
(Jerman 4th Corps in Flan- 
ders, 82, 84 

Laiigemarck, Battle of, 367-369, 
strategical results, 369 
Law, Mr. Bonar, on tonnage 
statistics, Feb., 1918, 448 
Law. Lieut. C. J., death in 
Palestine, 100 

Lehroeq, (Jen., launehr.s attack 
at Verdun, 187, 188 
T/Enfer Hill, Clstermen reach, 
98 

J.«ens : British operations near, 
dune, 1917, 211-213, 215; 
raids in region of, Aug., 
1917, 357-3(50; Canadians 
at, Aug., 1917. 380- .{92; 
lighting round, April, 
1917, 37, Aug., 1917, 385- 
392; (Jerman communi- 
ques oil operations round. 
212, 213; Hill 05 .seized 
hy British, 211 

L' liseh, J)r. I*aul, on peae(‘ by 
understaiuling. 318 
li<*waid, Herr, s(*leeted (o con- 
trol “(Constitution Com- 
mittee” set u]) by Beiehslag, 
290 

Jdoyd (Jeorge, Kl. Hon. D., 
a)>points Food Controller, 
255 ; on tonnage out])ut, 
‘ Dee., 1917, 448 
L«)mbartzyde, (Jerman success, 
duly,* 1917. 215, 210 
fjortoH, Peruviaq vessel, tor- 
pi'doed, 30 

Ludendorff, (Jen. von, at Crown 
Council, duly, 1917, 297 
Luxhurg, (’oiiiit : aetivities in 
.Vrgrntina. 18-23, dis])atehes 
quoti'd, 20-22 : dismissal 
of, 22 ; interned in Argen- 
tina, 23 

l.ydda, Turks surrender at, 107 
Lys, (J<*rmans drixen back to 
the, 105 

Lvs-Steenst rant line, (Jerman, 
333 


JH 

Mn'tin, Brazilian ship, loi})e- 
<lo( <1. 30 

.MneJlonald, Mr. Hamsay, cap- 
tured by National Seanun 
and Firemeirs rnion, 312 

Maelay, Sir d. : shi])building 
])rogramine, 435 ; on n - 
qnisitioning of liners, 439, 
440 

TBalmaivon Fort, fighting round, 
202, 204 

Marv, Queen, visit to the Front, 
duly, 1917. 207 

Mi'cert, (Jrand Sherif of : revolt 
of, 140 ; proclaims inde- 
]iendenee, 145 

Mehta, Sir i*herozshah, 1 13^ 

Mesojjotamia, Vincent- Bingley 
(5)mmis«ion, 123 

Missjnes: strategical imjior- 

tanee of, 75, 70 ; see also 
W V t "^e hat* te - Mes.’**i lies B i dgi*. 
Bat' of, 93-l(^5; inter- 
veiii ' fighting to Third 
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Battle of Ypres, I8l-2U>; 
Australians at, 99, 100; 

Mr. Bean's description 
quoted, 101, 102; British 
captures and losses during, 
102 ; disposition of British 
forces at, 91 ; New Zea- 
landers at, 99, 100; plasti- 
cine model made, 77 
Messines Ridge, preparations 
for attack on, 70 
Meston, Sir J., attends Imperial 
War Conference, 1917, 120 
Meuse, French line on, June, 
1917, 182, 183 

Miehaelis, Herr Ceorg : ap- 
pointed Imperial Chancellor 
July, 1917, 298 ; in oOice, 
299-300 ; fall of, 305 . 
Mining operations on Western 
Front, June, 1917, 80-90; 
explosions, 93 

Monchy-le-Preux : British pm- 
• gress at, 47 ; British take 
Infantry Hill near, 209 
Money, yir L. Chiozza, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to Minis- 
try of Shipping, 444 ; on 
tonnage losses and produc- 
tion, Feb., 1918, 448, 449 
Monro, Sir C^, ap])oint<'d (^)m- 
maiuler-in-Chic'f in linlia. 
123 

Monroe BoelriiH', relation !<» 
the War, 4-0 ; opinion in 
South America, 7-9 
Montagu, Mr. F., See^;^'tary of 
Sla1(‘ for India, 127, 128; 
policy, 128-130 

Mont Cornillet Sector, opera- 
tions .lune, 1917, 190-194 
Mont des Singes, lighting on the. 
197, 198 

Monte Protegido, Argimtinc ship, 
sinking of, 21, 20, 28 
Montnori, Cen., in command of 
Italian S«‘Cond Cor])s, Aug., 
1917, 418 

Morland, (len., in eoininand of 
X. Cor})s at Messines, 91 
Moronvilliers Heights ; Frein h 
victories, Juiu*, 1917, 189- 
l‘)7 ; (Germans assault 
French po.si lions on, 395 
Mori Homme, (ierman gains on, 
187 

Miiller, Dr. Lauro, Bravilian 
Foreign Minister: attitude 
of, 33, 35; rcsignalion, 

May, 1917, 33 ; on sinking 
of the Parana, 35 


N 

Nebi Samwil : British take 
Mosque, 170; Turks re- 
pulsed at Ridge, 171 

Nelson, British smack, sunk by 
Herman .submarine, 219- 
221 

Nicaragua, severs relations with 
Germany, 36 

Nicuport area, German .sueces.s, 
216 

Nivelle, Gen., failun* in April, 
1917, effect on Allied .«lratc- 

«y. 181 

Nonne Boschen Wood, fighting 
at, 372 

Nouvcllo Trench, ‘ghting round 
^he, 193 


0 

Omignon River, French line 
extended to, 71 

Oosttaverne Line : British ob- 
jective, 78, 90 ; attack on, 
97 ; British take, 101 

Oppenheiin, Herr von, in ehargi* 
of Indian Bun'au in Berlin, 
133, 136 

Oppy : fighting at, 53. 54 ; 
British take and h>.se, 56 

Oppy-Queant Line, 38; British 
before the, ,55 

Oriana, Argentine ship, sunk, 28 

Orlando, Signor, ])oliey criti- 
cised, 402-404 

Ortigara, Monte : Italians gain 
and surrender, June, 1917, 
397, 399, 400 ; criticism of 
Italian .strategy, 400 

Otranto. Straits of, British 
drifler.s’ fight in. May. 1917, 
218, 219 


Palestine : Turks' defensive pre- 
parations, 148; Turkish 
retreat, 164 

Panama, .severs relations with 
Germany, 36 

Parnnd, Brazilian st<‘amer, sunk. 
33, 35 

Paris Gonfcrence, July 25, 1917, 
Italian Front ])roj>osals.405. 
406 

Passe htoulaeh* Ridge, German 
])o.sitiona threatened, 355 
Pas.so deir Agnella : Alpini 
occupy, June, 1917, 397 ; 
Austrian assault against. 
June, 1917, 400 

Payer, Herr von, ap])ointe.d Vici - 
Ghanccllor, 305 

Peace Notes : Papal Note, l(*xt 
quoted, 318, .320, 321 ; 

Italian comment on, 407, 
408, eifcct in Italy and on 
Italian xVrmy, 406-409 ; 
Bavarian reply, text (jUot«‘<i 
324 ; German nqilv, t(*xt 
quoted. 323, 324 ; ‘ G.S.A. 
re])ly, text <[uoted, 321, 323 
I’e^anha, S<*nhor Nilo. simceed.-' 
Dr. Miiller as Foreign Minis- 
t(*r in Brazil, 35 
Pelves. British failure at, 46 
Peru, severs relations with 
Germany, 24, 36 
Petain, Gen., reverts to .strati gy 
of “ limited offensives, ’ 182 
Pilkern : fortifications arouinl, 
337 ; Welsh attack and 
capture, 337, 339 
“Pill box<-.s : in the Y])res 
salient, 78. 79 ; in Third 
Battle of Ypres, 1917. 329- 
331 

Pirrie, Lord : Head of Harland 
and Wolff, 454-457 ; ap- 
pointed Controller General 
of Men-hant Shi])bnilding, 
Mar., 1918, 458, 4,59 ; on 
shi])building record figures 
for Mar., 1918, 461 
Plava, Isonzo crossed, 411 
Plumer, (kui. Sir H. : bio- 
graphical, 84-86 ; ])re])a ra- 
tions for Mcs.sines Battle, 
70-72 ; in commanfl of 


•Second Army at M<'.ssine.s, 
84 ; support on Gough's 
right in Flaiuhus, .Inly, 
1917, 335 ; attack on Vpre.s- 
Menin road, Aug., 1917, 377 
Poc'lsele peninsula. Western 
Front, French take. 3()5 
Polygon Wood, British in. 373 
Pomim'rn Gastle and Redoubt : 
German resistance at, 343 ; 
work of British tanks at. 
315 

Pomptlle, Fort de la, lighting 
at. 201 

Pope Bent'dict XV. ; Ft' ace 
Note, text of, 318, 320. 321 ; 
effect in Italy, 406-40t), 
H'plics, 321, 323. 324 
Portngnc.sc troo])s, on Western 
Front, 210, 392 

Primro.'^e, Capt. Neil, killed in 
Palestine, 167 

Pueyredon, Senor. Argentine 
Foreign Minister, relations 
with Fount Luxhurg. 21 


R 

Itaehnrn, Sir W., Pivsident of 
Ghamher of Shi])ping, 1916- 
1918, on deeii'ase in pn*- 
diietioii of shi])ping. 453 
Ramleh : Battle of, DiO. H>7 ; 

British oc< u))y. 1<»7 
Kawlinson, Gen. Sir H., nn>ve. 

merits of 4th Army, 208 
Redmond. Maj. W., rleath, !)7 
PeijUtn, Fivneh warship, in 
Pal(‘.sline operations, 150; 
bomhards Gaza, 154 
Rhondda, Loi'd : appointed 

Food FontrolliT, 257, 258; 
stat(‘rnent on H]>point nient 
qnot(‘d, 259 ; appoints local 
Commit tc»‘H, 264 ; meat 
administration, 274-27t> ; 
nu'rnorandnrn to local Com- 
mittee's for fooel distribu- 
tion, 272; polie'v of stan- 
dardized Hortr', 2<)l ; ])r’i< e s, 
fixe'S maximum for foe el, 
261-263; sue'eiess in Feieiel 
Ministr-y, 287, 288 ; ein feieid 
restriedions, 253 ; on re'elue'- 
tion of feiod ])r'iees, 259 
Ribol, M., annenrnces refusal e»f 
jiassports for Sfe)ekhol rn, 
312 

Ricne eiurt, Au.'-lralians at, 63 
Roinx : British attae k on anel 
failure* at, 4fl, 54 ; British 
take and lose*, 55, 67 
Roman (.’atbe)li(; Chrrr’ch, prei- 
tieTMian inllne*nee‘ in South 
America. 3, 18, 24 
Root. Se nator, eiri llu* Memroe, 
Deee-t line*, Jan., P.M7, 4 
Runcirrian, Mr-., isHne*.s Milling 
OreleT, Ne)V., 1917, 255 
R iqnne-ebt. Prince: on Weste-rn 
Front, 37, 42 ; rnessugc 

from Kaiser on Battle e>f 
flavrelle - Fontainei - lez - 
('roisilles; 50 ; attem]>t to 
re‘-establish Hinde'nburg 
line. 65 ; in coinmami in 
Flnnelers, July, 1917, 336; 
defence of Lens, 211 ; irt 
Lens district, Ang., 1917, 
391 
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St. Julien ; BritiRh take and 
loHc, 341, 342, retake, Aug., 
1917, 361 ; fighting round, 
Aug., 1917, 378, 380 

St. Pierre Station, Briti»h bomb, 
69 

St. Quentin : Oerman devasta- 
tion round, 39, 40; (Jei- 
mans set fire to Catliednil, 
393 

San Domingo, severs relations 
with (Jerrnany, 36 

San Gabriele, battle on, Aug.- 
Sept., 1917, 419-427 

Santa Caterina, Italian hold on, 
Aug., 1917, 419 

Santo, Monte, fall of, Aug., 1917, 
416, 416 

Sart Wood, British attaek on, 
47, 48 

Soheidernann, Herr, (German 
Socialist Majority Leader, 
310 

Selo, Italians take village of, 
Aug., 1917, 413 

Sensed, German lines on the, 42 

Sette Comuni, fighting in the, 
397, 399 

Shechem road, British occupy, 
174 

Shells, incendiary, used by 
British on Western Front, 
107 

Sheria : British attack, 167, 
take, 169 ; Turkish centre 
smashed 169 

Sheria-Hebron Line, Turkish 
entrenchment on the, 166 

Shipping, 433-464 ; Advisory 
Shipbuilding Committee*, 
resignation of Members, 
Nov., 1917, 446; changes 
at Admiralty, 444 ; Labour 
problemH, 449, 460, 463, em- 
ploy (*rs and shipyard trado 
unions, deputation.s wait 
on Prime Minister, 1918, 
464, 467, 468, 8laeknes.s in 
building yards, 453 ; law 
ease, Holt v. Maclay, 438- 
440 ; Ministry, work of 
the, 437-439 ; national ship- 
yards, 447 ; requisitioning. 
State .scheme, 437-441 : 
Shipbuilding, Lord Pirrie 
appointed Controller (Jeiie- 
ral of Merchant Shipbuild- 
ing, Mar., 1918, 468, 469, 
Shipbuilding Advisory Com- 
mittee, Members resign. 
Mar., 1918, 469, Shipbuild- 
ing Council under Navy 
Controller, formation of, 
Members, 446, 447 ; Shi])- 
ping Controller's Com- 
mittee, formation of, 437 ; 
situation in 1917, 433 ; 

standardized ships, 461-463; 
tonnage, output and lo.sses, 
434, 436, 6gures, 448-450. 
Hrat monthly statement is- 
sued, Mar., 1918, 460 
Shipping Problem (II. ), 433-464 
Shrewsbury Forest, German 
resistance in, 1917, 340 
Siam, Ohadr and pro- German 
movements in, 136 
Singapore Mutiny, 1916. 1.38, 
139 


Sinha, Sir 8 ., 122 : at Imperial 
War Conference, 1917, 126 

Sixt von Armin, Gen. : in com- 
mand of German Fourth 
Army, 81 ; in Flanders, 83, 
363, 366 ; position on Fass- 
chendafde Ridge threatened, 
Aug., 1917, 356 ; counter 
attack on Ypres-Menin 
road, Aug., 1917, 370 

Smillie, Mr. Robert, refuses 
position of Food Controller, 
268 

Smith, Sir F. E., action in law 
cose. Holt v» llaclay, 440 

Sonnino, Baron : policy of and 
criticism, 402 ; guarantc'c.s 
Italian Protectorate of Al- 
bania, June, 1917, 402, 

criticism on, 403 

Souch(!Z ; Canadian.s cross river, 
Aug., 1917, 390 ; German 
withdrawal, 212 

South America, 1914-1917, 
1-30 ; “ Black Li.st ” ii - 

stituled in, 12, 13 ; econo- 
mic conditions, 1914-1917. 
9-16 ; German propagan d.i 
and intrigue in, 16-29 ; 
German trade in, 11-16; 
Monroe Doctrine, opinion 
in, 7-9 ; Pan-American 
policy, 8, 9 

Spanbroekinoleit Mine, firing 
of, 90, 93, 99 

Steen beck : British eros.s, 99 ; 
British reach, 339 ; French 
cross, Aug., 1917, 364 ; 

French struggle on, 366 ; 
strat-egical results of ca])- 
turo of, 369 

Ste(‘nstraat, Franco- British 
carry, July, 1917, 337 

Stirling Castle, British capture, 
340 

Stockholm Conference; idea 
launched, 310, 311 ; invita- 
tions issued, 312; Briti-^h 
Seamen and Fire nun’s 
Union refuse to take British 
Socialists to, 312 ; French 
Government refuse pass- 
port.s for, 312 ; failure of. 
312, 313 

Submarine war, Onint Luxburg 
aijd policy of “ spurlos ver- 
.senkt,” 20 ; see also “ Shi])- 
ping Problem.” 

Sweden, involved in Luxburg 
affair, 20 


Taft, Mr., on Canada and the 
Monroe Doctrine, 0 
Talaat Bey, interview with 
Correspondent of VossisrJu- 
7.(Hvvq, Constantinople, 
179, 180 

Taiik.-^, British ; at Messines, 
99, 101 ; in Third Battle of 
y|)res, .342. 343, 346; on 
Western Front, Aug., 1917, 
378, 380, 381 ; in Palestine. 
154 

T4ton, French gains on, 196, 197 
Thomas, M. Albert, advocate of 
Stockholm Conference, 310 
Thomson, Mr. Graeme, C.B., 
appointed Director of Trans- 
ports and Shipping, 437 


Thomson,. Sir W. R. : resigna- 
tion from position of Direc- 
tor of Auxiliary Ships’ I 
Engines, Mar., 1918, 458;] 
on standardized ships. Mar., ' 
1918, 461, 462 ! 

Tilak, M., activities in India, 124.1 
Tirpitz, Grand Adm. von : heo^ 
of Fatherland Party, 317 ;'j 
policy of ruthless submarined 
warfare, 291 r 

Tolmino, Isonzo crossed at, 411 i 
Toro, Argentine ship, sunk, 28 i 
Trescault, British capture, 39 i 
Troelstra, M., Dutch Socialist.] 
advocate of Stockholm Crn- j 
fereiicc, 310 I 



United Stales ; secures Luxburg 
dispatches, 20, 21 ; effect 
of intervention on Germany, 
290 ; declares war on Ger- 
many, 292. 293 

Uruguay, severs relations with 
Germany, 30. 31 


Vauclerc Plateau, fighting on, 
204-206 

Veldhoek Ridge, British reverse, 
372, 373 

Venezuela ; economic conditions , 
in, 16, 16; neutrality of, 
29, 30 

Verdun: fighting in June and 
July, 1917, 183-189 ; situa- 
tion in Aug., 1917, 396, 39(5 ; 
French capture 1st and 2 m( 1 
German lines, July, 1917, 
188, 189 ; German Crown 
Prince’s preparations bofoic 
June, 1017. 184 ; attack. 
185 

Vert Wood, British attaek on. 
47, 48 

Victoria Crosses of the War (IV.). 
217-262 ; list of recipients. 
250-252 ; que.stion of wo- 
men receiving, 260 ; sysleni 
of announcement. 217, 218 ; 
Ackroyd, temp. Cupt. H., 
222, 223; Andrew, Cj)l. 
L. W., 224 ; Berratt, Pte. 
T., 223 ; Best- Dll nkley. 

Cnpt. (temp. Li cut. -Col.) 
B., 223 ; Birks, 2nd Lieut. 

F. . 233 ; Bisho}), Capt! 

W. A., 221, 222 : Bonner, 
Lieut. G., 221 : Bottoii, 
Lieut.-Col. A. D., 248 ; 

Bradford, Brig.-Gen., 231 ; 
Brown, Pte. H., 228. 229; 
Bugden, Pte. P., 237, 239 ; 
Burman, Sgt. W’. F., 231, 
240, 241 ; Butler, Pte. 

W. B., 230, 231 ; Bye, Sgt, 
R., 223 ; Campbell, Capt, 

G. , 221 ; Carmichael. Sgt. 
•T., 230 ; Chavasse, Capt^ 
N. G., 224; Clamp, Cpli 
W., 247* Coffin, Lic^ut.f 
Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.)* Ci 
224 ; Collins, aet.-Cpl. Jj 
249 ; ColviD, 2Dd Lieut, h! 
233, 235 ; Colyer-FergilRsoi 
2nd Lieut, (act. Capt.) T. 1^‘ 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


471 


223 ; Cooper, Sgt. E., 225 ; 
Ooverdale, Sgt. il., 249 ; 
Crisp, Skpr. Thomas, 219- 
221 ; Daucox, Pte. F. G., 
237, 239, 240 ; Davies, Cpl. 
J. L., 223; Day, Cpl. S. J.. 
229, 230 ; Dwyer, Sgt. J. J., 
243 ; Edwards, Sgt. A., 
226; Edwards, PU*. W., 
228; Egerton, Cpl. E. A., 
242 ; Evans, Maj. (act. 
Lieut.-Col.) L. P., 240; 
Graham, Lieut. J. R. N., 

224 ; Greaves, act. Cpl. F., 

244, 245 ; Grimbaldcston, 
Sgt. W. H., 226; Halion, 
Pto. A., 242 ; Hamilton, 
Pte. (act. L.-Cpl.) J. B., 
246 ; Hanna, Co.-Sgt.-Maj. 
R., 233, 235, 236 ; Hewitt, 
2nd Lieut. D. G. W., 225 : 
Hewitt. L.-Cpl. W. H., 237, 
239 ; Hobson, Sgt. F., 228, 
229; Hutt, Pto. A., 231. 
246 ; In wood, Pte. R. R., 
243, 244 : Jeffries, Capt. 
0. S., 247; Knight, Sgt. 
A. J., 232, 233, 236 ; 

Kunowal, act. Cpl. F., 242, 
243 ; Lafone, Maj. A. M., 
247 ; Learmouth, Capt. 
(act. Maj.) O. M., 232, 233 ; 
Lister, Sgt. J., 2,17 ; Loose- 
more, Pto. A., 228 ; McGee, 
Sgt. L., 237, 238; McIn- 
tosh, Pte. G,, 224 ; Mayson, 
Cpl. (L..Sgt.) T. 227; 
Melvin, Pte. C., 246, 246; 
Molyneux, Sgt. J., 244 ; 
Moore, 2nd Lieut. M. S. S., 
233, 235 ; Moyney, L.-Sgt. 

• J., 229, 230; Mugford, 

L..Cpl. H., 240-242; Oc- 
kenden, Sgt. J., 233, 236 ; 
O’Rourke, Pte. M. J., 237 ; 
Parsons, temp. 2nd Lieut. 
H. F., 228, 229; Peeler, 
L..Cpl. W., 242, 243 ; 

Pitcher, P.0, E., 221, 232 ; 
Rees, Sgt. L, 226, 227 ; 
Reynolds, temp. Capt. H., 
231, 236, 237; Rhodes. 
L.-Sgt. J. H., 237-239; 

Robertson, 2nd Lieut. C., 
246 ; Room. Pte. (act, L.- 
Cpl.) F. G.. 231 ; Sage, Pte. 
T., 231, 249; Shankland, 
Lieut. R., 248, 249 ; Skin- 
ner. Sgt. (act. Co.-Sgt.-Maj.) 
227 ; Straehan, Lieut. H., 
248 ; Watt, Skpr. J., 218, 
219, 232; Witham, Pte. 
T., 223, 224; Woodcock, 
Pte. T., 229, 230 


Villcrs-Guisliiiu, British capture 
village, 38 

Volnik, Italians roach, Aug., 
1917, 417 


w 

Waldow, Herr von, succeeds 
Herr von Batocki a.s Oci' 
man Food Controller, 302 

VV'ambcke, German defence of, 
78 

Warneton Line, 79, Germans 
abandon, 105 

Weizmann, Dr., President of 
Zionist Commission to Pale- 
stine, 179 

Western Front : British cap- 
tures, April, 1017, 47, .54, 
May, June, 1917, 69 ; 

Prench Offensive, June, 
.lulv, 1917, 181-207, Aug., 
191*7, 392-396; German 

official report of June 8, 
1917, quoted, 106; rail- 
way communication^ im- 
proved, 77 ; statistics of 
German prisoners to Aug., 
1917, 383 ; .strategical po.si- 
tion, June, 1917, 73 ; trans- 
port, improvement in, 77 

Western Offensives of 1917: 
Bullecoiirt. 37-72 ; Mes- 
sines, 73-108 ; Battle of 
Messines to Third Battle of 
Ypres, 181-216 ; Third Bat- 
tle of Ypres, 325-396 

Westhock, Britisli take, 1917, 
340, 361 

Westhock Ridge : lighting on 
the, 1917. 346-348; Her- 
man counter attack, British 
capture, and German se<*ond 
counter attack, Aug., 1917, 
353-355 : Gough attacks. 
Aug., 1917, 372 

Wilhelmshaven, naval “ mu- 
tiny,” Aug., 1917, 304 

Wilson, Pres., on Monroe Doc- 
trine, 6, 7 

Wydendreft, British storm, Aug., 
1917, 367,' 369 

Wytschach*, strut»‘gical impor- 
tance of, 75, 76 

Wytschaete - McKsincs Ridge : 
British mining operations 
on, 86, 90, explo8ion«, 93 ; 
British prey)arations for at- 
tack on, 81-84; German 
defence of. 79. 80, 82 


Y 

Yapp, Sir A., appointed Director 
of Food Economy, 267 

Y])rrlee Canal, German defences 
on, 363, 364 

Ypres : rearrangement of battle 
front in district of, 105 ; 
strategical position of, June, 
1917, 73-76 

Ypres, the Third Battle of, 325- 
396 ; Allied offensive, pre- 
parations for combined, 325, 
326 ; British preparations 
for, 209; British prepara- 
tions for attack on wider 
front, Aug., 1917, 376, 377 ; 
Drie Graohten defences, 363, 
364 ; fighting and results, 
July 31. 1917, 337-349; 
Franco- British troops take 
German first line, 337 ; 
Gen. Haig issue.s Army 
Order, Aug. 6, 1917. 363; 
German Army Order on new 
defence tactics, June 30, 
1917, 328; German’ ar- 
tillery rcorganization^333 ; 
German deft'iice s^tem, 
327-331 ; German *” field 
forts ” used, 361 ; German 
])risoners' diaries quoted, 
352 ; German report qutiled 
373, 374 ; minor actions 
during. 356, 367, 378 379 ; 
use of “pill boxei 129- 
331 ; Portuguese troops in, 
368 ; second phase open.s, 
369 ; wea her interrupts 
offtMisive, 361 

Y])reH-Conjines and Ypi*rleo 
('anal.'J, German ])osition8, 
75. 76 

Y]>re.s-Menin road : Rritisli at- 
ta(*ks on, Aug., 1917, 380, 
381, 383 ; Gi*n. Plumer in 
coin maud of attack, 377 ; 
P.ritisli n*ver.s«‘, Aug., 1917, 
370, 371 

Yser Canal : Fnnieo- British 

bridges across, 337 ; Franco- 
British crossing and e.a]>ture 
of support trenches near 
Boesinghe, 327 ; (h'rrnan 
sucecBS, July, 1917, 216, 216 

Z 

Ziinmerinann, Herr : suoce<*ds 
Herr von Jagow as G<*rmnn 
Foreign Seendary, 29 1 ; 
resignation, Aug., 1917, 302 

Zionist Commission to Palestine, 
179 
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